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PEEPACE, 


In  presenting  tin's  book  to  the  Christian  render,  we  have  aimed 
to  till  a  vacancy  in  the  literature  of  the  Ohrisiia.n  Churches,  and 
especially  the  Sabbath  School  litorature.  Sabbath  Schools  are  a 
blessed  auxiliary  or  help  in  the  great  work  of  training  up  chil- 
dren in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  there  has 
been  increasing  facilities  for  this  great  work  in  Question  Books, 
Reference  Books,  Library  Books,  and  Books  of  Song,  prepared 
for  use  in  the  schools.  With  this  Biblical  Biography  we  have 
desired  to  afford  advantages  to  Superintendents  and  Teachers  in 
preparing  for  their  work,  and  the  scholars  of  the  Bible  classes  in 
the  schools  in  preparing  for  their  recitations ;  as  also,  to  famil- 
iarize all  Bible  students  with  the  history  of  Bilj.k>  characters. 

In  the  history  of  Bible  men  and  women,  we  have  virtues  exem- 
plified that  may  bo  admired  and  imitated— vices  that  may  be  de- 
tested and  shunned.  The  principles  of  the  religion  of  the  Bible 
are  strikingly  exemplified,  and  the  doctrines  of  religion  are  beau- 
tifully illustrated  in  the  history  of  holy  men  and  women.. 

The  larger  and  best  prepared  Theological  Dictionaries  are  not 
within  the  reach  of  many  who  are  seeking  an  acquaintance  with 
Bible  characters,  and  those  works  are  so  meagre  in  Bible  Biog- 
raphy as  to  be  very  unsatisfactory.  There  are  but  a  few  of  the 
men  of  the  Bible  referred  to. 

In  this  work  will  be  found  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  a 
history  of  nearly  all  Bible  men  and  women  of  whom  there  is  a 
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record,  and  if,  is  adapted  to  Bible  readers  of  all  denominations 
alike.  We  have  aimed  to  supply  a  want  existing  in  the  litera- 
ture of  the  general  church  of  Christ,  and  we  think  the  Roman 
Catholic  as  well  as  the  Protestant,  and  Jew  as  well  as  the  Gen- 
tile, may,  by  pern  sing  these  pages,  familiarize  themselves  with 
incidents  in  the  history  of  characters  in  whom  they  are  interested. 

The  names  of  the  Patriarchs  of  the  Ante-diluvian  and  Post-di- 
luvian ages  are  familiar  to  many,  and  yet  there  are  many  inter- 
esting incidents  recorded  in  their  lives  that  Bible  readers  are  not 
familiar  with.  And  this  is  also  true  of  the  prophets  from  Moses 
to  the  last  of  the  minor  prophets,  and  of  their  governors  and 
judges  from  Joshua  to  Samuel;  and  of  their  kings  from  Saul 
their  first  king,  to  Zedekiah  their  last  one  before  the  captivity. 
And  so  from  Zernb babel,  and.  Nehemiah  to  the  Herod  who  was 
reigning  when  Jesus  was  born. 

New  Testament  characters,  as  their  history  is  recorded,  arc 
frought  with  great  interest,  and  we  may  well  desire  an  acquaint- 
ance with  them. 

We  have  aimed  to  present  not  only  the  Biography  of  Bible 
men,  but  of  Bible  women  also— who  seem  to  be  almost  ignored 
in  the  biographical  department  of  our  theological  dictionaries. 
There  are  many  important  characters  among  them  not  referred 
to  at  all — and  why  should  not  Bible  students,  many  of  whom  are 
females,  become;  acquainted  with  the  sacred  history  of  those  of 
their  own  sex?  All  Bible  students  should  become  familiar  with 
the  women  as  well  as  with  the  men  of  the  Bible.  Woman  was 
created  to  be  an  helpmeet  for  man.  and.  her  formation  was  the 
Jast  and  crowning  work  of  (he  great  creator,  -She  was  made  for  an 
associate  with  man,  and  has  ever  been  his  companion  and  a  full 
sharer  in  the  woes  brought  on  him  by  the  transgression  of  the 
divine  law. 
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PREFACE.  V. 

The  subtile  serpent  was  cursed  first,  and  then  the  woman,  and 
afterwards  the  man.  And  this  was  the  order  in  sin  and  of  sin- 
ners in  bringing  about  the  fatal  fall ;  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve, 
and  Eve  templed  Adam,  and  Adam  yielded  to  the  temptation. 

The  curse  that  was  pronounced  on  the  woman  was,  "I  will 
greatly  multiply  tliy  sorrow  and  thy  conception,  in  sorrow  thou 
shalt  bring  forth  children,  and  thy  desire  shall  he  to  thy  husband 
and  he  shall  rule  over  thee."  Though  in  the  creation  man  and 
woman  wats  formed  ivi  fh  equal  rights  as  to  ruling,  yet  after  the  fall 
it  was  not  so — woman  was  to  be  subject  to  the  will  of  her  husband. 

Though  she  was  thus  first  in  the  transgression,  and  her  position 
to  some  extent  as  to  equality  with  her  husband  changed,  yet  she 
was  honored  beyond  man  in  being  the  mother  of  the  Redeemer 
of  the  fallen  race.  When  the  Creator,  whose  authority  had  been 
trampled  upon  by  Satan,  by  the  woman,  and  by  the  man,  called 
the  two  transgressors,  Adam  and  Eve,  to  an  account,  before  pro- 
nouncing the  curse  upon  them,  he  pronounced  a  curse  upon  the 
serpent.  "And  the  Lord  God  said  unto  the  serpent,  because  thou 
art  cursed  above  all  cattle,  and  above  every  beast  of  the  field; 
upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and  dust  shalt  thou  eat  all  the  days 
of  thy  life." 

This  curse  was  followed  by  the  promise  of  a  Savior,  as  the  off- 
spring of  the  woman.  And  in  keeping  with  this  promise  that  the 
seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's  head, is  the  decla- 
ration of  the  inspired  writer  under  the  New  Testament  dispensa- 
tion: "The  Son  of  God  was  manit.esti.id  that  he  might  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil." 

In  the  "Sacred  Record"  we  have  the  names  of  many  eminent 
womon;  and  as  their  history  is  set  forth  we  behold  virtues  exem- 
plified and  honors  conferred  that  mark  them  as  ornaments  to  the 
world,  and  noble  examples  for  the  imitation  of  their  sex. 
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VI.  PREFACE. 

There  were  several  who  were  endued  with  the  spirit  of  proph- 
ecy, among  whom  we  might  name  Miriam,  tho  diiHtinguishod  sister 
of  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  has  been  styled  "The  Virgin  Prophet- 
ess." Deborah.,  who  was  the  first-woman  that  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  civil  ruler.  She  loft  the  Oity  of  Palm  Trees  to  encourage 
the  heart  of  her  goners'!,  Barak,  in  tlie  battle  with  Jabin,tke  king 
of  Canaan.  As  she  occupied  a  position  on  the  mountain  side, 
where  she  could  see  the  movements  of  her  victorious  general,  she 
composed  a  son;.;  of  triumph,  full  of  prophetic  declaration. 

Ruldah  was  so  important  as  a  prop  lie  tew-,  that  when  the  king 
would  have  the  long-lo.;i;  copy  of  the  law,  that  had  been  found, 
read,  he  sent  the  manuscript  to  this  woman,  though  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  was  then  living,  it  is  supposed,  a.t  Libnah,  where  he 
might  easily  have  been  consulted.  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  John 
the  Baptist,  and  the  Virgin  Mary,  her  cousin,  were  both  favored 
with  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  So  Anna  had  the  mantle  of  proph- 
ecy on  her  when  r.ho  recogaized,  hi  the  person  of  the  babe  of 
Mary,  the  Divine  Redeemer,  and  "spake  of  him  to  all  them  that 
looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem."  And  the  four  daughters  of 
Philip,  the  Evangelist,  were  thus  favored  of  God. 

Among  the  women  of  the  Bible  are  many  who  were  eminent 
as  mothers  for  their  instructions  to,  and  their  influence  over  their 
children.  Of  such  was  Joehehed,  who  had  the  early  training  of 
the  rescued  Moses ;  Sarah,  who  had  the  education  of  the  Son  of 
Promise ;  the  wife  of  Manoah,  to  whom  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  twice,  and.  who  followed  tenaciously  the  instructions  of 
the  angel  in  the  education  of  Samson ;  Hannah,  who  received  the 
promise  of  a  son  while  worshiping  God  at  Shiloli,  and  who,  when 
her  son  was  three  years  old,  placed  him  in  the  charge  of  the  ven- 
erable Eli ;  Lois  and  Eunice,  the  mother  and  grandmother  of 
Timothy,  who  taught  him  the  Scriptures  from  his  early  childhood. 
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PREFACE.  Vit 

And  what  maternal  affection  did  these  and  other  women  ex- 
hibit. 

Among  the  women  of  the  Bible  we  have  some  of  the  most 
touching  examples  of  devotion,  in  the  various  relations  of  life, 
that  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  history  of  the  human  family.  As 
instances,  the  two  Moabitisli  women  that  married  the  sons  of 
Naomi.  How  devoted  to  the  interests  of  their  stricken  and  sor- 
rowing mother-in-law;  especially  Ruth,  who  forsook  her  country 
and  kindred  to  attend  a  lone,  disconsolate  woman  to  the  land  of 
Judea,  her  former  home.  Rizpah,  the  wife  of  Saul,  may  be  re- 
ferred to ;  and  her  affection,  which  led  her,  when  her  sons  were 
hanged,  for  many  dreary  days  and  nights  to  watch  their  dead 


There  are  many  examples  nmong  them  of  pure  philanthropy. 
As  such  was  Esther,  the  queen  of  Ahasureus.  She  risked  her 
station  as  queen,  and  even  her  life,  to  save  her  imperiled  people. 
But  there  are,  also,  examples  of  wickedness  ;  as  was  Jezebel,  the 
wife  of  Ahah,  and  Athaliab,  the  mother  of  Ahaziah,  with  many 
others.  For  further  notice,  reference  is  made  to  the  following 
pages. 

We  also  present  to  the  reader — in  an  appendix — a  history  of 
Bible  men  and  women  not  named,  running  through,  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments ;  and  though  the  persons  referred  to  arc,  many 
of  them,  with  their  history,  referred  to  in  articles  in  the  body  of 
the  work,  yet  a  facility  for  reference-  to  unnamed  persons  will 
be  found  here,  that  is  not  given  in  any  other  book  presented  to 
the  Christian  public,  and  we  have  aimed  with  it  to  make  our  Bib- 
lical Biography  more  complete. 

I  desire  to  express  my  indebtedness,  in  the  preparation  of  this 
volume,  to  the  authors  of  various  Dictionaries  of  the  Holy  Bible ; 
the  biographical  departments  of  which  I  have  consulted,  and 
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used  in  the  preparation  of  the  various  biographies.  Those  that 
have  been  referred  to  most  are,  "Watson's  Dictionary,"  "Wood's 
Dictionary"  of  the  Holy  Bible,  "Dymond's  Pocket  London  Edi- 
tion," and  "Ban's  Index."  I  am,  also,  indebted  very  much  to 
"  Clark's,"  "  Henry's,"  and  "  Benson's  "  Commentaries ; "  as  also, 
to  "Smith's  Sacred  Annals,"  and  to  some  extent  to  other  works. 
Hoping  these  pages  will  be  an  advantage  to  BibJc  readers,  es- 
pecially to  Sunday  School  Teachers  and  the  larger  Scholars  of 
Schools,  I  subscribe  myself, 

Yours  affectionately, 

THOS.  G.  BEHAKRELL. 
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AARON— [Ay'-ron,]  k 

Aaron,  the  distinguished  brother  of 
Moses  and  Miriam,  was  a  descendant 
of  Levi.  He  was.  older  than  Moses. 
honoo  born  before  Pharaoh,  the  king 
of  Egypt,  decreed  that  the  male  infanta 
of  the  Hebrews  should  bo  slain.  When 
he  was  grown  up,  be  married  Elisheba, 
the  daughter  "J'  Abbiiidab,  a  prince  of 
the  tribo  of  Judah,  and  he  had  four 
sons,  via  :  Nadab  and  Abibu,  Eleazer 
and  Itbamar,  as  a  result  of  this  mar- 
riage. He  was  associated  with  Moses 
in  leading  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan.  Aaron  was  with  Is- 
rael in  their  bondage,  and  suffered  with 
them,  while  his  distinguished  brother 
was  the  adopted  son  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter,  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of 
a  palace  and  the  honors  of  royalty. 

And  so  when  Moses  went  to  the  land 
of  1*1  itii:Lii  :uid  became  a  shepherd  \'<n' 
J e thro  the  priest,  Aaron  was  still  with 
his  onf=l:i.vc'.l  pooplo  sufivviup;  opprcs- 
■  sion.  But  when  Hiws,  after  his  (rail 
to  emancipate  his  peopio,  left  the  land 
of  Midian  and  journeyed  towards  the 
capital  of  Egypt,  lie  mot  Aaron  his 
brother,  who  was  coming  to  meet  him 
under  the  direction  of  God,  who  had 
spoken  to  him  in  Egypt,  saying:  "  Go 
into  the  wilderness  to  meet  Moses,"  and 
so  precise  was  he  in  following  the  in- 
structions given  him,  that  he  arrived  at 
the  sacred  mountain  just  at  the  time 
his  brother  arrived  there.  They  were 
glad  again  to  look  upon  each,  other,  and 
affectionately  embraced,  when  we  may 
suppose  they  gave  each  other  a  relation 
of  the  events  of  their  lives  for  the  last 
forty  years.  Moses  related  to  Aaron 
how  the  God  of  their  fathers  had  ap- 
peared unto  hini  at  Horcb,  and  com- 


missioned him  to  go  to  the  king;  of 
Egypt  and  demand  the  ficcdam  at'  Is- 
rael. And  Aaron  received  from  Moses 
the  word?-,  signs,  and  words  of  explana- 
tion that  God  had  given  him.  Aaron 
became  satisfied  that  God  had  appointed 
his  brother  to  this  work,  and  moreover, 
that  he  himself  was  to  be  spokesman 
fin-  Moses,  and  irn mediately  ho  certified 
bis  willingness  lo  enter  upon  this  mis- 
sion. It  may  be  that  the  reason  why 
ho  was  mado  spokesman  was,  bo  spake 
better  Hebrew  than  Moses,  as  Moses 
had  been  associating  in  and  about  the 
court  with  Egyptians  until  forty  years 
of  age,  and  after  that  with  the  Midian- 
ites;  and  possibly  he  had  an  impedi- 
ment in  his  speech,  for  he  says:  "I  am 
slow  of  speech  and  of  a  slow  tongue;" 
though  St.  Stephen  says  of  him:  "lie 
was  mighty  in  words  as  well  as  in 
deeds."  Ex.  4,  5,  6,  &e.  After  the 
two  brothers  arrived  in  the  land  of 
Egypt  Aaron  called  together  the  Elders 
of  "Israel,  and  spake  unto  them  the 
words  which  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto 
Moses.  They  desired  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  what  Aaron  spake,  and  of  the- 
mission  with  which  he  and  bis  brother 
had  been  charged.  To  satisfy  them, 
Aaron  cast  the  rod  of  Moses  upon  the 
ground  and  it  became  a  serpent,  then 
ho  put  forih  his  hand  ami  took  it  up, 
and  it  became  a  rod  again  in  his  hand. 
He  then  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom, 
and  when  ho  took  it  out  it  was  leprous 
as  snow;  he  put  his  band  again  into  his 
bosom,  and  when  he  plucked  it  out  it 
was  turned  again  as  his  other  flesh. 
Ho  then  tool;  of  the  water  of  the  Nile 
and  poured  it  out  upon  the  dry  land, 
and  it  became  blood  as  it  was  poured 
out.  As  the  Elders  of  Israel  and  the 
people  beheld  these  signs  and  heard  tho 
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words  of  Aaron,  they  believed  and 
joiced  in  the  prospect  of  deliverance 
from  oppression.  Moses  and  Aaron 
then  went  in  unto  Pharaoh  to  demand 
tho  emancipation  of  their  people. 
Aaron  spako  boldly  for  thorn  both,  and 
wrought  signs  and  wonders,  but  yet 
Pharaoh  would  not  acknowledge  their 
right  to  make  the  demand  they  made. 
One  plague  after  another  was  brought 
upon  Egypt  by  the  divine  fiuler,  using 
these  brothcru  as  instruments  in  His 
hand,  until  finally  lie  permit  tod  Israel 
to  ;ro  out.  Mosea  and  Aaron,  helped 
by  their  sister,  conducted  Israel  to  the 
Red  Sea,  and  through  it,  (in  a  road  cut 
by  the  Almighty  power,)  to  the  other 
side,  where  thev  saw  the  host  of  their 
enemies  closed  in  and  drowned  by  the 
returning  waters.  When  Israel  came 
to  Sinai  and  camped,  Aaron  was  with 
Mojoson  the  mountainside  to  hear  the 
first  audible  words  that  were  spoken  by 
God.  In  company  with  his  sons  and 
the  seventy  Eider:?,  lie  tarried  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain  while  Mosea 
went  up  to  the  summit. 

Aaron,  in  company  with  Hur,  was 
placed  by  Moses  in  charge  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  during  his  absence,  and 
to  them  doubtful  matters  were  to  he 
referred,  and  by  them  difficult  questions 
settled;  and  it  was  because  of  the  posi- 
tion of  Aaron  among  them  that  they 
came  to  him,  and  in  a  tumultuous  man- 
ner said  :  ''  Make  us  Gods  to  go  before 
us."  Moses  had  been  absent  longer 
than  they  expected  he  would  be,  and 
probably  much  longer  than  he  supposed 
ho  would  be  when  he  left  them. 

Aaron  yielded  to  (.heir  importunities, 
and  hade  them  bring  their  wives'  and 
children's  earrings.  Having  brought 
them  to  him,  he  melted  the 'gold,  and 
then. made  a  calf  and  dedicated  it  as  an 
image  to  the  worship  of  Israel's  God : 
and  they  engaged  in  gross  idolatry  bc- 
foro  it,  insomuch  that  the  anger  of  the 
Lord  was  kindled  against  them,  and  to 
Moses  God  threatened  to  remove  from 
the  people  the  symbols  of  his  presence 
and  destroy  them.  Aaron  himself,  in 
this  matter,  was  not  without  sin,  and 
ho  would  have  been  punished  had  not 
Mo'-e  ■:  interceded  in  Ills  behalf. 

Af'er  the  tabernacle  was  erected,  ac- 
cording to  the  pattern  showed  Moses 
in  the  mount,  Aaron  and  his  sons  were 
set  apart  to  the  work  and  office  of  the 
Priesthood.     Ex.  28,  &c. 


Previous  to  this,  public  worship  was 
not  confined  to  one  place,  and  the  eldest 
in  every  family  officiated  as  Priest  for 
the  family,  but  now  there  was  a  stated 
place  of  worship,  viz:  the  tabernacle, 
and  God  had  commanded  that  the 
Priesthood  be  retained  in  the  family  of 
Aaron.  Accordingly  Moses  consecrated 
Aaron  to  the  High  Priesthood,  an- 
nointed  hiin  with  the  holy  oil,  and 
invested  him  with  the  priestly  robes 
and  fixtures— his  garments  of  "glory 
and  beauty." 

While  the  ordinary  Priest  had  on  a 
garment  closely  lifting  the  body,  acoat, 
a  girdle,  and  a  covering  for  the  head, 
the  High  I'ricst  had  in  addition  a  robe 
denoting  his  superiority,  an  Ephod,  a 
breast-plate,  and  a  plate  of  gold  on  his 
forehead.  The  robe  was  of  blue,  woven 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  without 
seam,  being  fastened  with  a  girdle  aud 
variously  ornamented.  Tho  sacred 
Ephod,  or  Ephod  of  the  High  Priest, 
was  variously  colored  and  ornamented 
with  gold,  and  had  upon  each  of  the 
shoulders  a  large  button,  in  which  was 
set  a  precious  stone,  and  in  the  stones 
wore  engraved  the  names  of  tho  twelve 
tribes  of  Lsrael.  It  was  composed  as  a 
garment  of  ,Lgold,  blue,  scarlet,  and 
fine  twined  linen  with  cunning  work." 
The  breast-plate  which  he  wore  was 
foursquare,  "a span  shall  be  the  length 
thereof,  and  a  span  the  breadth  there- 
of," and  fastened  with  rings  to  the 
sacred  Ephod.  There  were  twelve  pre- 
cious stones  sot,  in  the  plate,  throe  in  a 
row,  and  on  each  stone  was  engraved 
the  name  of  a  son  of  Jacob  as  the  head 
of  a  tribe  of  Israel,  so  that  Aaron  boro 
upon  his  breast,  as  well  as  upon  his 
shoulders,  the  names  of  tho  various 
tribes.  Upon  the  forehead  was  placed 
tho  figured  golden  plate,  on  which  was 
engraved  tho  motto:  "Holiness  to  the 
Lord."  This  has  been  called  tho  eratid 
badge  of  the  sacred  office,  and  the 
motto  was  certainly  appropriate  for  one 
engaged  as  Aaron  in  a  holy  calling.  It 
is  true  that  Aaron,  after  ho  had  been 
thus  consecrated  to  tho  office  of  tho 
High  Priesthood,  and  had  served  fiilh- 
fully  and  efficiently  for  awhile,  pinned 
against  God  by  indulging  in  envy,  which 
envy  led  him  with  Miriam,  hisfislcr,  to 
oppose  Moses.  But  when  God  led  him 
into  the  tabernacle,  and  opened  Iris  eyca 
to  see  his  sin,  he  acknowledged  with  a 
penitent  heart  his  fault,  and  asked  for- 
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giveness  of  Moses,  and  of  God  for  him- 
self  and  fur  his  sister,  and  their  sin  was 
forgiven.     Num.  xii ;   1,  &o. 

But  Aaron  himself  as  a  priest,  and 
as  the  head  of  the  priests,  became  the 
object  of  envy  and  bitter  jealousies. 
Korah,  Datban  and  Ahiram,  with  two 
hundred  And  fifty  Levites— men  of  in- 
fluence, "famous  in  the  congregation, 
and  men  of  renown,"  turned  against 
Aaron  and  hisbrothcrand  spake  against 
them.  Thoy  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
work  they  were  performing,  but  desired 
to  set  up  a.  priesthood  and  system  of 
sacrifice  of  their  own,  of  which  system 
they  themselves  were  to  be  the  minis- 
ters. Moses,  under  the  direction  of 
God,  required  them,  with  Aaron,  to 
appear  before  the  Lord  the  next  day, 
which  they  dtd  with  all  the  opposition 
they  had  been  manifesting  to  the  priest- 
hood and  its  operations.  God  con- 
demned them  in  the  sight  and  hearing 
of  the  people,  and  the  earth  opened  her 
mouth  and  swallowed  up  these  guilty. 
leaders  with  their  families. 

After  this  question  that  had  been 
vexing  Israel  was  settled,  the  murmur- 
ing a.guiust  Aaron  was  stopped  by  a  clear 
proof  that  he  was  the  chosen  of  God. 
Moses  took  twelve  rods  from  the  princes 
of  the  twelve  tribeSj  and  wrote  upon 
each  rod  the  name  of  the  tribe  to  which 
it  belonged,  and  upon  tho  rod  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi  ho  wrote  the  name  of 
Aaron.  Having  prepared  tho  rods  be 
placed  them  in  the  tabernacle  and  near 
the  ::;i!  jctnary-  ''lie  next  day  bo  ciileved 
the  tiibeniiicb  and  look-  out  the  rods, 
and  showed  then;  (o  the  whole  congrega- 
tion, and  it  was  discovered  that  though 
nothing  peculiar  marked  the  eleven 
rods,  yet  Aaron's  rod  "was  budded,  and 
brought  forth  bin!:-,  and  bloomed  blos- 
soms, and  yielded  almonds."  This  bud- 
ded rod  was  laid  up  in  the  ark  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  tho  miracle, 
and  continues  a  standing  evidence  of 
Aaron's  right  to  the  office.  This  fact 
was  so  unquestionably  miraculous  that 
we  suppose  no  doubt  could  possibly  re- 
main in  the  minds  of  the  people,  or 
even  of  those  who  had  been  envious, 
who  hod  not  been  destroyed.  Surely 
their  doubts  were  all  silenced  and  their 
scruples  satisfied,  for  we  hear  of  no  fur- 
ther complaints.  Num.  xvii:  1,  &c. 
Aaron  continued  to  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office  with  honor  to  himself, 
glory  to  God,  and  acceptability  to  the 


people,  until  his  mission  was  ended, 
and  he  was  called  from  the  priesthood 
here  to  the  everlasting  priesthood  on 

The  account  given  lis  of  Aaron's 
death  is  peculiarly  affecting.  Bccauso 
of  the  muraiurings  of  the  children  of 
Israel  at  Hcribah  for  want  of  water, 
Moses  and  Aaron  were  perplexed. 
They  enquired  of  tho  Lord  as  they  had 
been  accustomed  to  do  in  time  of  trial. 
and  they  were  bidden  to  gather  tho 
children  of  Israel  together,  and  with 
tho  rod  to  smite  the  rock  before  their 
eyes,  and  water  should  come  forth  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  meet  their  wants. 
They  did  so,  and  the  waters  came  forth. 
But  there  was  something  connected 
with  their  conduct  here  with  which  God 
was  displeased.  He  determined  that  as 
thoy  bad  not  sanctified  him  in  the 
sight  of  tho  people,  neither  of  them 
should  enter  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Soon  afterward  they  journeyed  from 
Kadesh  to  Mt.  Hor,  and  then  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses  to  make  ready  for 
parting  with  Aaron.  "Take  Aaron, 
and  Eleazar  his  son,  and  bring  them 
up  unto  Mt.  Hor:  and  strip  Aaron  of 
bis  garments,  and  put  them  upon  Elea- 
zar his  son :  and  Aaron  shall  be  gath- 
ered unto  his  people  and  shall  die 
there,"  How  solemn  the  command! 
He  who  had  been  burdened  with  Moses 
for  forty  years,  with  the  interests  of  a 
rebellious  people— who  bad  served  for 
many  years  in  the  high-priest's  office, 
and  who  alone  had  entered  the  most 
holy  place— who  had  stood  at  tho  door 
of  the  tabernacle  time  after  time  and 
observed  the  divine  glory,  was  now 
about  to  die.  The  summons  had  come 
and  he  himself  was  made  acquainted 
with  it.  After  giving  the  Elders  and 
congregation  of  Israel  an  affectionate 
farewell,  in  company  with  Moses  and 
Eleazar  his  successor,  ho  ascended  Mt. 
Hor,  all  the  people  gazing  in  sorrow  at 
the  trio,  as  they  slowly  made  their  way 
op  the  mountain  side.  At  length  they 
reached  the  spot  upon  tho  mountain 
summit  where  Aaron  was  to  die.  Moses, 
who  had  poured  the  annointing  oil  upon 
his  head,  and  so  consecrated  him  to  the 
work  of  tho  priesthood  years  before — 
who  bad  elothed  him  with  tho  sacer- 
dotal robes,  and  designated  him  High 
Priest,  now  stripped  him  of  his  gar- 
ments, and  placed  them  before  his  eyes 
upon  .Mk:;\/,i;r  his  son.    Aaron  w* ' 
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the  ceremony,  and,  it  may  bo,  asm 
in  it  until  it  was  closet!.  Ho  looked  a 
moment  upon  hia  successor  and  rejoiced, 
then  laid  him  down  and  died,  in  the 
presence  of  God,  his  brother  and  his 
son. 

Thus  the  spirit  of  the  faithful  servant 
of  God,  like  a  bird  uncaged,  left  its 
house  upon  the- top  of  Mt.  Hor,  and 
hied  away  to  the  mountain  of  God. 
Whether  the  form  of  Aaron  waa  cof- 
fined and  sepulchred  or  not,  we  cannot 
tell,  but  the  sad  intelligence  of  his 
death  was  taken  down  by  Moses  and 
Eleazar,  "and  when  all  the  congrega- 
tion saw  that  Aaron  was  dead,  they 
mourned  for  him  thirty  days,  even  all 
(ho  honso  of  Israel."  The  grave  of 
Aaron,  like  that  of  Moses,  was  left  Oil- 
marked,  lest  Israel,  in  the  remembrance 
of  him  and  his  many  virtues,  and  abun 
dant  labor?,  should  pay  him  unwarrant- 
able honors, 

ABDAH  on  ABDA,  1— [AVdaJ  A 

servant,  servitude. 
Abdait,  or  AlJDA,  w;;i  the  father  of 
Adoniram,  who  was  ono  of  the  import- 
ant officers  of  King  Solomon,  and  by 
him  was  placed  over  bis  tribute.  1st 
Kings,  iv :   G. 

ABDA,  2— A  servant,  servitude. 

Aeda  was  the  son  of  Bbammua,  the 
grandson  of  Galal,  and  the  great-grand- 
son of  loth:! Ultra),  and  Is  relci'vcd  to  in 
Neb.  .xi:  17. 


Chron.,  xxix:  12,  &c.  Ho  \b  , 
suppose,  during  the  reign  of  Hezekiah, 
and  his  son  Kish  was  one  of  those  who 
were  engaged  in  cleansing  the  temple. 

ABDIEL— [Ab'-de-el,]  The  servant  of 
God. 
Aedtel  was  the  sou  of  Guni,  a  Gad- 
ite,  and  a  chief  of  the  bouse  of  his  fath- 
ers. 1st  Chron.,  v:  15.  He  was,  prob- 
ably, the  father  of  Shelemiah,  who,  with 
several  others,  was  commanded  to  take 
Jeremiah,  the  prophet,  and  Baruch, 
his  scribe ;  but  the  Lord  hid  them. 
Jer.,  xxxvi:  26. 

ABDON,  1— [Al/don,]  a  servant. 

AbdON  was  the  son  of  Hillel,  the 
Piratlionite,  who  judged  Israel  about 
eight  years  after  Elon,  the  Zebulonite. 


Judges,  xii:  13-15.  Ho  died  in  the 
land  of  Epbraim  and  was  buried  there, 
in  Pirathon  ef  Ephraim,  in  the  mount 

of  the  Amalckites.  Ho  left  behindliim 
forty  sons  and  tliirly  nephews. 

ABDON,  2— A  servant 

Abdoh  was  the  son  of  Micah.  He 
was  ono  of  five  messengers  of  King 
Josiah,  who  were  .sent  to  consult  Hul- 

dah,  the  prophetesv,  2d  CJironicles, 
sssiv:  20. 

ABEDNEGQ—  [Abed'nogo,]  a  servant 
of  light. 

A'BEDNEGO  wa.J  ono  of  the  three  He- 
brews who  were  companions  of  Daniel 
in  captivity  in  Babylon.  These  young 
men  were  selected  from  among  the 
captives  for  Chaldean  learning,  from 
which  fact  wo  may  judge  that  they 
were  approaching  manhood— probably 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  ago.  j\nd 
there  is  another  fact  which  would  indi- 
cate it,  viz :  they  were  promoted  to 
posts  of  honor  in  the  government. 
they  were  appointed  to  fill  civil  offices. 

These  three  Hebrews  carried  their 
religion  with  them  into  Babylon,  and 
maintained  their  character  as  servants 
of  the  living  God  amidst  tbo  grossest 
idolatry.  They  wc.ro  severely  tried  be- 
cause of  their  convictions  of  right  and 
their  determination  io  discharge:  their 
duty  in  the  fear  of  God.  When  they 
were  appointed  meat  and  drink  by  the 
king,  they  refused  it,  and  asked  of 
Melaar,  the  prince,  who  had  charge  of  . 
them,  the  privilege  of  cating_  and  drink- 
ing pulse  and  water,  for  their  conscien- 
ces would  not  allow  them  to  take  tbo 
apportionment  of  victuals  from  the 
Ling.  They  were  granted  tbo  privilege 
on  the  condition  that  the  simple  fare 
they  preferred  did  not  have  a  deleteri- 
ous effect  upon  their  constitution,  vigor 
and  countenance,  they  being  compared 
with  the  young  men  (hat  eat  of  the  por- 
tion of  the  king's  meat.  At  the  end  of 
ten  days  the  prince  was  satisfied,  and 
granted  them  their  desire  in  taking 
away  the  meat  and  the  wine. 

Those  three  Hebrews  gained  the  es- 
teem of  the  king,  and,  probably  through 
the  influence  of  Daniel,  who  had  been 
promoted  to  an  important,  position  and 
office,  they,  too,  became  officers  of  the 
government.  After  tbeir  promotion, 
they  were  envied  by  some  who  were  in 
lower  offices,  and  probably  by  disap- 
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pointed  office  seekers,  who  accused 
them  before  the  king  of  disobedience, 
in  that  they  served  not  his  God,  nor 
worshiped  the  golden  image  he  had  set 
up  in  the  plains  of*  Dura.  The  king 
became  angry  upon  hearing  this,  and 
determined  at  once  to  have  an  interview 
with  them.  Ho  sent  for  them,  that  he 
might  talk  with  them,  and  compel  thern 
by  threats  from  his  own  month,  to  obey 
him.  They  learned,  in  a  abort  time, 
the  object  had  in  view — it  may  have 
been  oven  before  they  reached  the  pal- 
ace of  Nebuchadnezzar  they  knew  his 
intent— but  they  faltered  not.  They 
come  into  his  presence  and  stand  before 
him  undaunted— though  they  see  in  his 
countenance  and  learn  from  the  tones 
of  hia  voiee  that  he  is  angry. 

The  voice  of  the  king  fell  upon  their 
ears  in  the  plain  interrogatory:  "Is  it 
true,  0  Skadrach,  Meshech,  and  Abed- 
nego,  do  not  ye  serve  my  gods,  nor  wor- 
ship the  golden  image  which  I  havo  set 
up?"  Tney  are-  ready  with  their  ans- 
wer, but  the  king  continues  to  speak: 
"Now,  if  ye  be  ready,"  &c.  lie  is 
willing  to  admit  them  to  a  new  trial, 
hoping  they  will  renounce  their  religion, 
and,  at  the  sound  of  the  niusie,  serve 
his  God  and  worship  his  image,  when 
they  shall  be  pardoned  their  former  vio- 
lation of  his  decree;  but  if  they  still 
persisted  in  their  refusal  they  should  be 
ca=l.  in!'.)  the  fiery  furnace. 

As  soon  as  the  opportunity  was  af- 
forded them  of  speaking,  they  acknowl- 
edged the  truth  of  the  charge  brought 
against  them,  and  they  rejected  his  over- 
tures. They  give  him  to  understand 
that  the  case  if;  a  clear  one.  They  have 
no  disposition  to  hide  their  sentiments 
or  feelings,  and  unite  in  saying:  "0, 
Nebuchadnezzar,  wc  are  not  careful  to 
answer  thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  bo  so, 
our  God  whom  wo  serve  is  ablo  to  de- 
liver us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace, 
and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine 
hand,  0,  King." 

What  an  example  do  they  give,  in 
this  language,  of  faith  in  God  and  de- 
termination to  obey  the  Divine  Will ! 
They  are  not  agitated.  They  do  not 
tremble.  But  calmly  they  look  at  him, 
with  the  threatened  nary  furnace  before 
them,  and  say;  "We  will  not-  serve 
thy^  gods,  nor  worship  the  golden  image 
which  thou  hast  set  up." 

What  integrity  and  decision  !  They 
show  that  their  hearts  were  uneorrupted 


by  the  pleasures  and  government  hon- 
ors they  had  enjoyed— that  they  yet 
maintained  determination  to  do  right, 
cost  what  it  would — yea,  though  it  cost 
them  their  lives !  The  king  was  full 
of  fury,  and  in  his  rage  commanded 
that  the  furnace  be  heated  seven  times 
hotter  than  it  was  wont  to  bo  heated. 
Not  that  it  would  increase  their  punish- 
ment, but  it  would  show  that  he,  the 
king,  looks  upon  their  crime  aa  seven 
limes  worse  than  that  of  others  who 
wcvii  e;i;,t  into  the  uunaco. 

Ho  ordered  them  to  be  instantly 
bound;  and  they  were  bound,  and 
with  their  clothes  upon  them  east,  into 
the  fire,  which  was  so  hot  that  it  con- 
sumed the  mighty  men  who  w ere  exe- 
cuting the  decree.  The  flames  of  that 
furnace  that  destroyed  the  executioners 
did  not  destroy  the  Hebrews.  "They 
foildown  bound,"  but  the  fall  did  not 
injure  them.  The  cords  that  had  bound 
them  were  snapped  asunder  or  burned, 
and  there,  in  the  midst  of  the  firo,  these 
servants  of  the  livingGod  arc  walking 
and  praising. 

What  a  strange  phenomenon ! — three 
men  in  the  firo  of  a  furnace,  praising 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaao  and  Jacob, 
in  tbeiipe  of  some  favorite  nong  of  Zion, 
while  not  a  hair  of  their  head  is  singed, 
nor  had  the  smell  of  Are  passed  upon 
their  garments.  Ah,  the  secret  is  told 
in  this — that  an  angel — it  might  have 
been  the  covenant  angel — came  down 
and  was  with  them,  controling  the  ele- 
ment. Nebuchadnezzar  Faid :  "Lo,  I 
see  four  men  walking,  and  the  fourth  is 
like  unto  the  son  of  Gtod." 

He  called  them  forth,  changed  bis 
mind  toward  them  and  their  religion, 
and  again  promoted  them  in  the  prov- 
ince  of  Babylon. 

Thus  we  sco  integrity  and  decision 
rewarded.     Dan.  i:  2,  3. 

ABEL—  f  A'bel,]  vanity,  vapor,  moum- 

Abel  was  the  second  son  of  Adam 
and  Eve— bom  a  few  years  after  the 
creation.  Cain,  theeldestsonof  Adam, 
and  the  brother  of  Abel,  was  raised  up 
by  his  side  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures 
of  ehildhood  and  carlyyouth  with  him. 

These  two  brothers  rambled  together 
over  the  hills  and  plains  of  the  compar- 
atively new  earth.  They  watched  with 
pleasure 'the  passing  seasons,  and  ob- 
served together  the  changes  going  on 
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around  them,  indicating  the  flight  of 
time.  They  ate  at  the  same  table,  slept 
in  the  same  tent,  listened  to  the  same 
wholesome  instructions  from  their  pa- 
rents, and  wcro  governed  by  the  same 
family  rales,  and  they  offered  their  ear- 
liest morning  sacrifices  together.  But 
as  they  grew  and  approached  manhood 
they  chose  different  employments. 
Abel  was  a  shepherd,  while  Cain  waa  a 
tiller  of  the  ground.  Abel's  employ- 
ment, through  his  whole  short  life,  was 
that  of  keeping  the  flock. 

He  was  taught  by  his  parents,  as  they 
had  been  taught  by  God— that  the  great 
Creator  and  Supreme  Ruler— the  river 
of  all  mercies,  would  be  worshiped  by 
ntan — would  acknowledge  sacrifice. 

"In  process  of  time  "  Cain  and  Abel 
brought  offerings  unto  the  Lord— the 
former  "brought  of  the  first  fruits  of 
the  ground  " — the  latter  of  the  first- 
lings of  his  flock  and  of  thefat  thereof;" 
and  we  are  informed  that  God  accepted 
Abel  and  his  offering,  while  he  rejected 
Cain  and  his  offering.  How  the  God 
whom  they  sacrificed  unto,  manifested 
his  approval  of  one  and  his  disapproval 
of  the  other  wo  cannot  say,  but  ho  did ; 
Insomuch  that  Cain  complains  that  ' '  he 
should  now  be  hid  from  the  face  of  the 
Lord."  The  effect  upon  Cain  of  his 
rejection  was  to  excite  anger  in  him 
against  his  brother,  and  in  that  anger 
he  meditated  revenge  Upon  Atel,  and 
opportunity  being  afforded  him  a  short 
time  afterwards,  "he  rose  up  against 
Abel  his  brother  and  slew  him."  How 
strange  that  he  could  have  been  excited 
to  so  wicked  an  act  for  no  other  offence 
than  the  one  set  forth  in  the  history. 

Trie  sacrifice  of  Abe!  if.  the  first  one 
of  the  kind  on  record  in  the  sacred 
scriptures.  It  was  a  bloody  sacrifice, 
expiatory  and  typical  of  the  one  great 


of  the  woman  that  was  to  bruise  the 
head  of  the  serpent.  The  apostle  tells 
us,  when  speaking  of  Christ's  mission 
to  earth — the  object  of  his  coming  and 
the  end  accomplished— it  was  todestroy 
the  devil  and  his  works — alluding  to 
this  first  prophetic  promise  ho  says: 
"for  this  was  the  son  of  God  manifested 
that  he  might,  destroy  the  works  of  the 
devil.  By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God 
a  more  excellent  sacrifice  than  Cain,  by 
which  ho  obtained  witness  that  ho  was 
righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts. ' ' 
He,  like  his  brother,  brought  a  thank 


offering,  but  that  was  not  all — while 
Cain,  in  all  probability,  stopped  there, 
Abel  brings  a  sin  offering,  thereby  ac- 
knowledging his  sinfulness  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  ton  erne  nt  for  s  in.  The  various 
sacrifices  that  he  offered  are  referred  to 
by  the  gifts  that  G  od  testifies  of.  And 
his  faith,  in  reference  to  an  atonement 
for  sin,  may  be  that  referred  to  by  the 
apostle  when  ho  says,  "he  being  dead 
yet  speakcth."  This  act,  thus  re- 
corded in  the  book  of  Cod,  constantly 
makes  known  to  mankind  the  necessity 
of  atonement,  and  it  declares  that  faith 
as  an  internal  principle  of  true  worship, 
must  move  in  the  heart  when  sacrifice 
is  offered  to  Cod,  or  the  sacrifice  will 
not  be  accepted.  Gen.  iv.  and  HeK 
si  i  4,  andxii:  24. 

ABI—  [A'-be,]  my  father. 

Abt  was  the  daughter  of  Zooiariiih, 
and  the  mother  of  Hczekiah,  a  king  of 
Judah.  2d  Kings,  xviii:  2.  She  is 
called  Abijah  in  2d  Chron.  xsix:  1. 
See  Abijah. 

ABIAH,  1— [Ab-i'-ah,]  Oa  Lord  is 
my  father. 
Abiau,  the  wife  of  Hczron,  who  died 
in  Caleb  Ephratah.  She  was  the  mo- 
(hcr  of  Ashur,  and  the  grandmoiherof 
Tekoa.     1st  Chron.  ii:  24. 

ABIAH,  2—  The  Lord  is  <m.y  father. 

Akiait,  with  Joel  his  brother,  was  a 
son  of  the  famed  prophet  Samuel,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  Hither  in  his  old 
age  as  a  jutlgcovcr  Piranl,  with  Joel  his 
brother.  They  were  not  judges  in  the 
same  sense  and  to  the  same  extent  as 
Samuel,  or  to  the  exclusion  of  their 
father.  The  prophet  himself  judged 
Israel  until  the  day  of  his  death,  and 
was  their  last  judge,  for  Saul,  the  son 
of  Kish,  was  chosen  and  annointed 
King  over  Israel  by  Samuel,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  people  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  God. 

They  were  appointed  by  Samuel  their 
father  as  helpers  in  the  affairs  of  the 
government,  or  superintendents  of  cer- 
tain things.  "Tlieywalked  not  in  his 
ways,  but  turned  aside  after  lucre,  and 
took  bribes  and  perverted  judgment." 
The  people  complained  to  Samuel  of 
the  wickedness  of  his  sons,  and  de- 
manded a  king  to  reign  over  them. 
How  unfortunate  that  so  great  and  good 
a  man  as  Samuel  was,  should  be  called 
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to  sec  his  own  children  in  a  wicked, 
avaricious  and  unjust  course  of  life. 
1st  Sam.  viii:  1-5. 

ABIALBQN—  [Ab-e-al'-bon,]  intelli- 
gent father. 
Abialbon,  was  a  native  of  Arbath, 
ami  one  of  the  valiant,  men  of  the  army 
of  King  David.     2d  Sam.  xxiii :  31. 

ABIASAPH  —  [Abi'-asaph,]    a  con- 

xii.raii'fj  father. 
Abiasaph  was  the  son  of  Korah, 
and  the  younger  brother  of  Assir  and 
Elkanah,    Ex.vi:  24. 

ABIATHAE- [A-bY-a-tb&T,]  excellent 
father. 
Abiathab.,  the  son  of  Ahimelech, 
was  the  tenth  high  priest  among  the 
Jews,  and  the  fourth  from  Eli.  When 
he  was  divested  by  Solomon  of  his  of- 
fice, because  ho  attached  himself  to  the 
party  of  Adonijah,  the  bouse  of  Eli 
failed,  as  it  had'been  declared  it  should 
in  1st  Sam.  2d  chap,  and  31st  verse: 
"  Behold  the  days  come  that  I  will  out 
off  thine  arm,  and  the  arm  of  thy  fath- 
er's house,  that  there  shall  not  bean 
old  man  in  thine  house;"  and  35th 
verso :  "And  I  will  raise  me  up  a  faith- 
ful priest,  that  shall  do  according  to 
that  which  is  in  mine  heart  and  in  my 
mind;  and  I  will  build  him  a  sure 
house;  and  ho  shall  walk  before  mine 
annointod  forever."  This  was  spoken 
of  Zadok,  who  ministered  before  Solo- 
mon,   and    kings    who    reigned    after 

When  David  fled  before  the  enraged 
King  Saul,  bo  went  to  Nob  and  pro- 
cured from  Ahimelech  bread  to  eat 
from  the  shew-bread  table,  and  the 
sword  of  Goliath  of  Qatli— the  Philis- 
tine giant  that  David  had  slain  some 
time  before — for  that  sword  had  been 
placed  by  King  Said  under  the  charge 
of  Ahimelech. 

The  priest,  knowing  that  David  was 
the  King's  son-in-law,  and  not  being 
aware  of  the  wrath  of  Saul  against  him, 
wondered  at  his  being  without  attend- 
ants; but  granted  without,  hesitation  hi 


the  country  of  (rath  and  showed  him- 
self unto  Achish  the  King.  It  was  not 
longuntil  Doeg,  the  Edomite,  informed 
Saul  of  tbo  help  Ahimelech  had  given 
David,  whereupon  Sau!  sent  for  him 


and  pronounced  the  sentence  of  death 
upon  him  and  upon  all  his  bouse. 

The  sentence  was  executed  by  Doeg, 
the  informant,  upon  all  of  them  save 
Abiathar,  who,  to  avoid  this  slaughter 
and  save  his  own  life,  lied  to  David. 
He  carried  with  him  in  his  flight,  prob- 
ably, his  sacerdotal  garments,  and  we 
arc  informed  th:U  be  became  high  priest 
for  David ;  while  Zadok,  the  son  of  Ahi- 
tub,  of  the  house  of  Eleanor,  became 
high  priest  for  Saul  instead.  He  re- 
mained in  the  priesthood  through  the 
reign  of  David,  and  until  Solomon  as- 
cended the  throne  of  Israel,  when,  for 
the  crime  already  named,  he  was  de- 
posed. 1st  Sam.  xxii:  20;  2d  Sam. 
kv:  29;  1st  Kings,  i:   7,  andii;  26. 

ABIDAH—  [Abi'dab.,]    father  of 
knowledge. 
Abidah  was  the  son  of  Midian,  and 
the  grandson  of  Abraham  by  Kel.nrah. 


ABIDAM— [Ab'idan,]  father  ofjudg- 

Abidan  was  the  son  of  Gidooni,  of 
the  tribe  of  'Benjamin.  He  is  referred 
to  as  a  prince  of  his  tribe,  in  Num.  vii : 
GO.  The  chapter  contains  an  account 
of  the  offerings  of  the  different  tribes 
at  the  dedication  of  the  altar  and  its 
vessels.  His  offering,  like  that  of  the 
princes  of  the  other  tribes,  consisted  in 
one  silver  charger,  the  weight  where- 
of was  a  hundred  and  thirty  shekels; 
one  silver  bowl  of  seventy  shekels,  after 
the  shekel  of  the  sanctuary;  both  of 
them  full  of  fine  flour  mingled  with  oil, 

a  meat  offering;  onogoklenspoonof 
._..  shekels,  full  of  incense ;  one  young 
bullock,  one  ram,  one  lamb  of  the  first 
year  for  a  burnt  offering;  one  kid  of  the 

'  3  for  a  sin  offering,  and  for  a  sacrifice 
__  ,.3ace  offerings,  two  oxen,  five  rams, 
five  he-goats  five  lambs  of  the  first  year. ' 
And  his  offering  was  mado  on  the  ninth 
day. 

ABIEL-[Ab'-e-el,]  Grimy  father. 

btet,  was  tbo  father  of  Kish,  and 

the.  grandfather  of  Saul,  the  first  king 
of  tbo  Jews.  1st  Sam.  ix:  1.  He  was 
also  the  father  of  Ner,  and  the  grand- 
father of  the  famous  warrior,  Abner, 
W.  Ham.  xiv:   51. 
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ABIEZER—  LAb-e-o'-zer,]   father  of 

Abiezer  was  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
min, and  from  tlie  city  of  Anathoth. 
Ho  was  one  of  tlic  thirty  men  of  great 
valor  in  David's  army.  2d  Samuel, 
xxiii:  27.  Ho  was  the  captain  of  the 
ninth  month,  when  David  instituted 
the  monthly  service  of  captains  ovei 
twenty- four  thousand  men.  1st  Ohron. 
xxvii:   12. 

ABIGAIL,  1— [Ab'-e-gal,]  the  joy  of 
the  father. 
Abigail. — There  was  a  womai 
this  name  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Nahash  or  Jesse.  2d  Sam.  xvii:  25. 
Abigail,  the  daughter  of  Nahash,  sister 
of  Zeruiah,  Joab's  mother.  Joab  was 
ib.c  son  of  Zeruiah,  the  sister  of  David. 
Abigail  was  also  David's  sister;  andwc 
are  informed  in  1st  Chron.  ii:  17,  that 
she  was  the  wife-  of  Jether  and  the  mo- 
ther of  Amasa. 

ABIGAIL,  2  —  The  joy  of  the  father. 

Abigail  was  she  wife  of  Natal  the 
Carmelite.  She  was  introduced  to  our 
notice  in  1st  Sam.  xxv  :  3,  as  a  woman 
cf  good  sense,  and  handsome,  "A  wo- 
man of  good  understanding  and  of  a 
beautiful  countenance."  Her  husband 
was  what  the  world  would  call  a  great 
man.  He  was  vciy  rich,  and  a  part  of 
his  groat  wealth  cousisted  in  three 
thousand  sheep  and  a  thousand  goats, 
but  withal  ho  was  churlish,  and  evil  in 
his  doings,  and  hence  was  not  a  fit  hus- 
band for  her.  It  is  likely  that  she  was 
induced  to  marry  him,  as  a  great  many 
sensible  and  beautiful  women  have  been 
induoed  to  marry  fools,  because  of  their 
money  and  influence  in  the  world. 

His  character  was  developed  when 
David  sent  messengers  to  him,  to  greet 
him  in  his  name,  and  referred  him  to 
the  manner  iu  which  ho  had  befriended 
him.  Nabal,  in  a  spirit  of  the  most 
eonaumate  meanness,  answered  the 
messengers  of  David,  and  they  returned 
to  their  master  with  his  answer.  No 
wonder  that  David  looked  upon  this 
conduct  as  the  grandest  insult,  and  at 
once  determined  to  revenge  the  wrong. 
He  ordered  his  young  men  to  mate 
ready  and  attend  him,  and  four  hun- 
dred of  them  ranged  themselves  under 
him  and  started  for  Nabal's  house. 

In  tho  meantime  one  of  the  servants 
informed    Abigail  of  the  mannc: 


which  Nabal  had  treated  David's  mes- 
sengers, and  assured  her  that  evil  was 
determined  against  the  house  of  Nabal. 
Abigail  made  haste  and  prepared  a 
present,  consisting  of  bread,  wine, 
sheep,  raisins,  cakes  and  figs,  and  went 
to  meet  David— if  possible  to  appease 
his  wrath.  She  showed  her  good  sense 
and  prudence  in  hastening  to  bring  the 
present  to  David,  and  also  in  iho  man- 
ner in  which  she  accosted  him  when 
they  met.  She  approached  him  with 
great  deference,  and  asked  the  privilege 
of  representing  her  case  in  his  hearing, 
and  that  of  the  household  of  Nabal. 
She  confessed  to  David  the  tree  char- 
acter of  her  husband,  and  appealed  to 
him  not  to  shed  innocent  blood— she 
begged  him  to  accept  a  present  at  her 
hands— and  forgive  the  trespass  that 
had  been  offered  to  him.  Her  address 
to  David  was  very  beautiful,  and  very 
likely  won  upon  his  heart — especially 
the  plea  she  put  in,  in  her  own  behalf, 
as  she  closed  her  address,  "but  when 
the  Lord  shall  have  dealt  with  my 
lord,  then  remember  thine  handmaid.  ' 
David  received  her  present— accepted 
her  advice,  and  pronounced  his  bles- 
sings upon  her.  It  was  not  long  after 
she  had  returned  until  she  informed 
Nabal  of  the  narrow  escape  he  had 
made,  by  insulting  David.  The  infor- 
mation she  gave  her  husband  had  a 
strange  effect  upon  him.  He  thought 
of  the  feast  he  had  held  the  day  before, 
and  of  his  free  indulgence  in  wine. 
And  of  Abigail  his  wife  leaving  the 
family  and  the  enjoyments  of  the  feast, 
and  flying  to  meet  David  with  a  present 
to  appease  his  wrath,  and  stay  him  in 
his  intended  wort  of  death.  When  ho 
thought  of  the  imminent  peril  to  which 
ho  was  exposed  according  to  this  repre- 
sentation of  Abigail,  he  was  strangely 
affected  with  terror,  and  became  insen- 
"ble,  "  his  heart  died  within  him,  and 

:  became  as  a  stone." 

A  disease  of  some  kind  set  in,  and  in 
__n  days  sapped  the  foundation  of  life 
and  he  died.  So  Abigail  was  left  a 
widow.  David  soon  learned  that  Nabal 
was  dead,  and  he  meditated  marriage 
with  the  widow.  He  had  been  married 
to  Michal,  the  (laughter  of  Saul,  but 
had  been  parted  from  herby  the  hostil- 
ity and  persecution  of  Saul,  and  more- 
over Saul  bad  given  David's  wife  to 
another  in  older  to  cut  off  any  preten- 
sions ho  might  mate  to  the  throne. 
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When  lie  sent  and  communed  with 
Abigail  on  the  subject  of  ta.kinst  her  to 
wife — she  made  no  serious  objections, 
but  made  rcady_  and  went  with  the  mes- 
sengers to  David,  taking  with  her  five 
damsels.  She  became  his  wife,  and  he 
in  ail  probability  came,  through  her,  in 
■n  of  the  wealth  ofNabal,    The 


is  control. 

David  dwells  with  his  wives,  (for  he 
had  also  married  Ahinoam  the  Jezrce- 
litess,)  in  Ziklag,  a  town  given  him  by 
Aehish  the  king  of  Oath.  The  length 
of  time  that  he  lived  there  was  one  year 
and  four  months,  for  Ziklag  was  burnt 
with  fire  by  the  Amalekitcs  who  invaded 
daring  David's  absence.  When  he  re- 
turned and  saw  what  was  done,  and 
knew  that  Abigail  with  his  other  wife 
was  taken  captive,  with  the  wives  of 
his  men — he  was  greatly  affected — and 
mingled  his  lamentation  with  those  of 
his  men.  Ho  hushed  the  mutinous 
spirit  of  his  men,  however,  by  telling 
them  that  the  Lord  had  commanded 
him  to  follow  the  enemy,  and  had  given 
him  the  promise  that  they  should  re- 
coverall.  And  they  did,  and  soon  Ab- 
igail, as  the  wife  of  David  was  happily 
dwelling  in  the  city  of  Hebron,  await- 
ing the  hour  of  her  huEbnnd's  promo- 
tion as  king  on  the  vacated  throne  of 
the  deceased  Saul.  While  David  dwelt 
in  Hebron,  Chiloab  was  horn  unto  him 
of  Abigail.  We  hear  but  little  concern- 
ing this  wocsan  afterwards — for  David 
took  unto  himself  other  wives  after  ho 
■t  to  J  email'. 'in. 


ABIHAIL,  1— [Ab'-e-halo,]  father 
of  strength. 
Abihail  was  the  son  of  Him  and  fa- 
ther of  Michael  and  Mesh  ull  am,  and 
several  others.  His  name  and  the 
names  of  his  children  occur  in  1st 
Chron.  v:  13,  14. 


ABIHAIL,  3— Father  of  strength. 

AbiiiaiL  was  tho  father  of  the  famous 
Esther  who  delivered  the  Jews  from 
their  imminent  peril,  which  peril  was 
occasioned  by  r.he  wickedness  of  Hamau. 
Esther  ii :  15.  Esther  tho  daughter  of 
Abihail,  the  uncle  of  Mordecai.    He 


died  while  Esther  was  a  little  girl,  leav- 
ing her  an  orphan.  Estherii:  7.  "She 

had  neither  father  nor  mother."    Her 
cousin  adopted  her  after  her  father's 

death  ;>;:  hi.-;  own  daughter. 

ABIHAIL,  4— Father  of  strength. 

Abihail  was  the  daughter  of  Eliab, 
the  brother  of  king  David.  She  became 
tho  wife  of  Reboboam,  the  successor  of 
Solomon.  She  was  the  mother  of  Jeush, 
Shania.riah  and  Zahani,  the  children  of 
2d  Chron.  si:  18, 19. 


ABIHU— [ALi'hu,]  he  is  'rnyfuthtu; 

Abihu,  with  Nadab,  his  brother, 
ministered  in  the  services  of  the  sanc- 
tuary. They  wore  Priests  and  sons  of 
Aaron,  the  high-priest.  We  have  an 
account  of  their  destruction  in  Lev.  x: 
I,  2.  They  offered  "  strange  fire  before 
tbe  Lord,  which  he  commanded  them 
not.  And  there  wont  out  fire  from  the 
Lord  and  devoured  them,  and  tkey  died 
before  tho  Lord."  What  their  partic- 
ular sin  was  we  can  not  certainly  deter- 
mine ;  but  it  was  sin  gross  in  its  char- 
acter and  abominable  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  who  had  ordained  the  office  and 
had  given  tho  rules  and  regulations  by 
which  the  priests  were  to  be  governed 
in  tho  functions  of  their  office.  They 
failed  to  follow  the  divine  directions, 
andso,  in  a  few  days  after  their  conse- 
cration, were  visited  with  a  terrible  de- 
struction. Though  the  punishment  of 
Nadab  and  Abihu  may  seem  fo  be  es- 
,  as  the  crime  is  not 
.  may  rest  assured  that 
it  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify — 
nay,  more,  to  demand  such    punish- 

It  is  supposed,  by  many,  that  these 
sons  of  Aaron  had  indulged,  before  en- 
tering the  sanctuary,  in  the  use  of  wine 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  unfit  them  for 
the  duties  of  their  holy  office.  Some 
think  they  were  so  intoxicated  as  to  for- 
get to  take  the  sacred  fire  in  their  cen- 
sors. And  there  seems  to  be  some 
ground  for  this  conjecture  in  the  com- 
mand Rod  delivered  to  Aaron  immedi- 
ately after  the  fallen  ones  bad  been  re- 

tui. 

Do  not  drink 
wine  or  strong  drink,  thou  nor  thy  sons 
with  thee,  when  ye  go  into  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  congregation,  lest  ye  die ; 
it  shall  be  a  statute  forever  throughout 
your   generations. ' '    Thus  the    priest 
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learned  that  God  would  not  allow  the 
work  of  the  priesthood  to  he  interfered 
with  by  a  want  of  ability  to  perform  its 
duties  because  of  inobriacy.  But  this 
punishment  of  Abihu  and  his  brother 
with  death  may  teaoh  us  that  God  will 
not  wink  at  unclean]  in  ess  in  his  minis- 
ters, or,  indeed,  in  any  of  his  servants, 
when  engaged  in  the  performance  of 
religions  duties.  While  the  external  is 
being  performed  the  heart  must  be 
right.  The  internal  principles  of  true 
worship  must  he  exercised. 

ABIHUD— [Abi'hud,]  the  father  of 
praise. 
AuriiUD  was  (be  ton  of  Zerubhshcl 
or  Zorrobabcl.  The  only  important 
item  regarding  this  personage  that  we 
give  is,  he  was  in  the  line  of  the  Mes- 
siah—one of  our  Savior's  ancestors  ac- 
cording to  (he  flcfh.  Matt  i:  13.  He 
was  the  son  of  Zerubbabcl  and  the 
father  of  Kliakim. 

ABIJAH,  1— [Ab-i'-jnli,]  the  wiU  of 
the  Lord. 
Abijah  was  the  son  of  Jeroboam, 
the  first  Ling  of  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel. 
He  died  when  very  young.  Wo  have 
an  account  of  him,  his  sickness,  death, 
and  burial,  in  the  14th  chapter  of  1st 
Kings.  When  ho  was  taken  sick  Jero- 
boam bade  his  wife  disguise  herself  as 
the  wife  of  the  king  and  goto  Shiloh 
and  inquire  of  the  aged  prophet,  Abi- 
jah, whether  or  not  the  sickness  cf  the 
child  should  result  in  his  death.  It  was 
natural  for  Jeroboam,  in  his  anxiety 
about  his  son,  and  desiring  to  consult  a 
prophet,  to  apply  to  this  prophet,  for 
it  was  Ahijah  that  told  him  he  should 
bo  a  king  over  tho  people. 
.  The  wife  of  the  king  disguised  her- 
self and  went,  in  accordance  with  the 
command,  to  Shiloh,  and  entered  the 
house  of  the  prophet,  who,  sho  found, 
was  very  aged  and  blind,  "  for  his  eyes 
were  set  by  reason  of  his  age. ' '  It  may 
be  she  thought,  as  she  looked  upon  tho 
blind  prophet,  (ho  king  need  not  have 
demanded  mo  to  disguise  myself  that  I 
be  not  known  as  his  wife,  for  this  pro- 
phet has  not  eyes  to  look  upon  the  robes 
of  royalty.  He  can  not  distinguish  a 
queen  mother  from  tho  huuibfesf 
man  in  Israel.  But  in  this  she 
mistaken,  for  that  prophet,  tho 
shrouded  in  constant  night,  was  inc. 
munion  with  God,  and  by  revelation  he 


learned  that  the  wife  of  Jeroboam  was 
at  his  house  near  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment, having  come  to  ask  of  him  a 
question  concerning  her  son  who  was 
sick.  As  she  was  entering  by  the  door, 
to  her  astonishment  the  prophet  said: 
"  Gome  in,  thou  wife  of  Jeroboam,  why 
feignest  thou,  thyself  to  be  another?  for 
Iain  sent  to  thco  with  heavy  tidings." 

He  then  informed  her  of  (ho  purpose 
of  God  regarding  the  kingdom  and  the 
house  of  Jeroboam,  because  of  his  sin 
in  refusing  to  honor  the  God  who  had 
promoted  him ;  and  then  the  prophet 
assured  her  that  tho  sickness  of  the 
child  was  unto  death,  and  his  death 
would  take  place  upon  her  entering  the 
city  to  bear  intelligence  to  Jeroboam 
from  him. 

She  returned  home,  wo  may  suppose, 
with  a  heavy  heart,  and  when  she  came 
to  the  threshold  of  (he  door  the  child 
died,  and  was  honored  with  a  prince's 
burial  a  few  hours  afterward.  Abijah 
was  the  purest  and  best  of  the  housoof 
-Jeroboam. 

ABIJAH,  2- The  will  of  the  Lord. 

Abijah,  the  son  of  Rehoboam,  king 
of  Judah,  succeeded  his  father  to  the 
throne.  lie  was  the  son  of  Maachah, 
tho  daughter  of  Absalom.  She  was 
loved  by  Eehoboam  mere  than  all  his 
wives,  and  this  love  that  ho  had  for  her 
led  him  to  make  Abijah,  though  ho  was 
not  his  first- born,  (he  chief  of  his  breth- 
ren, and  his  own  successor  on  the  throne 
of  Judah.  In  making  this  preference 
the  king  scenes  to  have  violated  (hat 
law  that  God  gave  to  govern  his  people, 
regarding  the  first-horn.  Tho  law  to 
which  I  refer  is  in  substance  as  follows : 
If  a  man  have  two  wives — one  less  loved 
than  tho  other— and  the  son  of  tho  wo- 
man less  loved  be  the  first-born,  then, 
when  he  maketh  his  sons  to  inherit,  he 
may  not  make  the  son  of  tho  beloved 
to  inherit  before  the  son  of  the  wo- 
man less  loved,  for  the  latter  is  indeed 
tho  first-born.  Bout,  xxi :  15-17.  But 
then  Eehoboam  had  a  precedent  set  by 
David,  in  his  preference  shown  to  Solo- 
mon, the  son  of  Bathsheba,  when  he 
lniiilc  him  king. 

Abijah,  upon  ascending  the  throne 
of  Judah,  opened  a  war  upon  Jeroboam, 
t.he  kine;  of  Israel,  his  army  consisting 
of  four  hundred  thousand  efiectivemen, 
while  the  army  of  Jeroboam  was  double 
that  number.     Abijah  made  an  appeal 
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to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  to  all  the  peo- 
ple, in  which  he  attempted  to  show  that 
the  govenment  of  Jeroboam  was  foun- 
ded on  injustice,  and  had  boon  carried 
on  in  injustice.  He  rebukes  them  for 
tlicir  wickedness  in  rebellion,  and  for 
their  gross  idolatry — asserts  the  right 
of  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers  to  rule 
over  (hem,  and  their  obligations  to  ob- 
serve the  religion  that  had  been  insti- 
tuted for  the  descendant!)  of  Israel,  the 
son  of  Isaac.  Then  he  declares,  while 
they  have  the  golden  calves  that  they 
worship  as  gods,  these  whom  he  repre- 
sented as  the  kingdom  of  Judah  had 
the  living  God  with  them,  and  wor- 
shiped him.  Ho  declared  in  his  a  ppeal, 
before  entering  upon  the  battle,  his 
faith  in  God,  and  assured  the  enemy 
that  God  not  only  dwelt  with  him  and 
his  people,  hut  %va.s  their  captain,  and 
the  priests  of  the  Lord  were  with  them 
to  sound  the  trumpet  and  cry  the  alarm 
against  them. 

Jeroboam  heeded  not  the  king  of 
Judah,  but  managed  his  vast  army 
against  A  hi  j  ah  vmti!  (he  peril  of  Judali 
seemed  to  be  very  great,  for  with  an 
ambushment  their  enemy  was  attacking 
them  behind  as  well  as  before.  In  this 
their  extremity— true  to  the  declaration 
of  Abijah— God's  presence  among  them 
was  manifested,  for.  aj  the  priests  soun- 
ded with  the  trumpets,  the  men  of  Ju- 
dah shouted,  i.  e.,  they  gave  evidence 
of  their  trust  in  the  word  of  the  God 
of  their  fathers,  and  Jeroboam  and  all 
Israel  were  smitten  before  them,  and 
Abijah  obtained  a  great  victory,  in  the 
destruction  of  five  hundred  thousand 
chosen  men  of  the  enemy.  Jeroboam 
never  fully  recovered  the  loss  he  sus- 
tained in  his  position  as  king.  1st 
Kiuw'.  >cv  ;   -M  Uhron.  xiii. 

The  Jewish  Rabbins  have  reproached 
king  Abijah  because  he  did  not  destroy, 
after  his  conquest,  the  profane  altar 


break  up  fully  the  worship  of  thegolch 

calves.     And  by  many  this  is  suppose. 

to  be  the  only  blemish  in  his  character. 


ABIJAH,  3—2%!  wiU  ofilie.  Lord. 

Abijah.  the  wife  of  Ahaz,  was  the 
mother  of  King  Hezekiah.  In  2d 
(Jhroo.  xxix:  1,  she  was  said  to  be  the 
daughter  of  Zechariah,  but  not  of  the 
high  priest  who  was  slain  by  King 
Joash,  the  account  of  which  murder 


have  in  2d  Chron.  xsiv:  21.  For  had 
she  been  the  daughter  of  that  Zecha- 
riah, she  would  have  been  near  ninety 
years  of  age  when  Ahaa  married  her, 
and  had  by  her  a  child.  2d  Chron. 
■       -      In2i"" 


AHTMEUWTL,  1  -  [Ab-im'-me-lek,] 
.Mij  fa'AiT  is  king. 

Atjimeltoit  was  a  king  of  the  Phil- 
istines, who  dwelt  in  the  country  of 
Gcrer.  He  is  referred  to  in  Gen.  xx, 
from  which  we  learn  that  he  was  capti- 
vated with  the  beauty  of  Sarah,  the 
wife  of  Abraham ;  and  as  Abraham  had 
informed  him  that  she  was  his  sister, 
he  took  Sarah  into  his  palace,  intending 
to  make  her  his  wife.  But  tho  God  of 
Abraham  interfered,  with  a  dream  or 
vision,  in  which  he  threatened  Abiroe- 
lech  with  death  if  ho  did  not  restore 
the  woman  to  her  husband.  God  said 
to  him  in  a  dream,  ''Behold,  thou  art 
but  a  dead  mau  for  the  woman  which 
thou  hast  taken;  for  she  is  a  man's 
wife."  He  immediately  restored  her, 
and  excused  himself  beforo  the  Al- 
mighty on  the  ground  of  Abraham's 
pretense  that  Sarah  was  only  his  sister; 
and  he  complained  to  the  patriarch  for 
imposing  on  him.  And  ho  in  turn  jus- 
tified himself  before  Abimelech  by  say- 
ing that  Sarah  was  Ida  sister  as  well  ae 
his  wife,  "being  the  daughter  of  the 
same  father,  though  not  of  the  same 
mother." 

Abimelech  then  gave  Abraham,  sev- 
eral presents,  and  offered  him  a  house 
in  his  kingdom  if  he  desired  to  remain 
there,  and  believing  him  to  be  a  groat 
and  good  man  he  asked  his  prayers  to 
God  in  his  behalf,  and  in  tho  behalf  of 
his  family,  and  it  is  quite  likely  the  good 
man  complied  heartily  with  his  request. 
But  he  made  Sarah  a  present  also,  it  is 
supposed.  Addressing  her  he  said : 
"Behold  I  have  given  thy  brother  a 
thousand  pieces  of  silver;  behold  he  is 
to  thee  a  covering  of  the  eyes,  and  unto 
al!  that  are  with  thee."  It  is  thought 
by  some  that  this  present  was  to  pur- 
chase or  procure  a  vail  for  her  that  she 
might  cover  her  face  and  not  subject 
others  to  tho  inconvenience  that  he  had 
endured,  and  the  peril  he  had  passed 
through,  by  being  carried  away  with 
her  beauty.  Sarah  must  have  been  a 
very  handsome  woman,  for  she  was  now 
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ninety  years  old,  and  yet  her  counte- 
nance was  so  pleasant  and  comely  that 
a  king  of  another  nation  fell  in  love 
with  her. 

Abraham  prayed  for  Abimelech' s 
family  and  they  were  converted.  We 
Slave  an  account  in  Gen.  xxi:  22,  of 
Abiroeleeh  coming  i.o  Al.iijH-liiiiiL  mo-i  c-ral 
years  after,  in  company  with  Fhiehol  his 
chief  captain,  and  begging  Mm  to  enter 
into  a  covenant  of  friendship  with  him. 
He  probably  saw  that  Abraham's  pos- 
terity and  power  were  increasinggreally, 
henee  he  wanted  to  term  an  alliance 
with  him.  Abraham  readily  granted 
hi:;  request. 

ABIMELECH,  2— My  father  is  Hng. 

Abimelech:  was  also  a  king  of  Gerar 
the  son  and  successor  of  the  former 
king.  lie  was  about  to  bo  imposed 
upon  by  Isaac  in  the  same  way  that 
Abraham  imposed  upon  Ills  father. 
But  from.  Ms  window  one  day  he  saw 
evidences  of  familiarity  between  Isaac 
and  Kebecea,  that  led  him  to  conclude 
she  was  Isaac's  wife  and  not  liis  sister, 
as  tacyl;oih  pretended.  Abimelech  at 
once  sent  for  Isaac  and  told  him  what 
his  eonvietions  were,  that  this  woman 
was  Ilia  wife ;  he  acknowledged  that  she 
was,  and  the  only  reason  lie  had  to  give 
for  deceiving  Mm  was  that  he  feared 
they  would  kill  him  if  they  learned  that 
she  sustained  the  relation  of  wife  to 
him,  and  take  possession  of  her  them- 
selves. 

Abimelech  reproved  Isaac  for  taking 
this  course ;  but  he  immediately  issued 
orders  that  none  of  his  subjects  should 
touch  or  injure  cither  Isaao  or  Rebecca 
under  pain  of  death.  As  Abraham  had 
prospered  in  that  country,  so  Isaao  pros- 
pered, until  the  subjects  of  the  king  be- 
gan to  bo  afraid  and  envy  him.  Abim- 
cleeh then  asked  Isaac  to  leave  his  ter- 
ritory, giving  as  a  reason  for  the  request, 
ho  was  becoming  mightier  than  they. 
And  soon  after  this— remembering  the 
course  that  his  father  took  with  Abra- 
ham—Tie took  the  same  courso  and  en- 
tered into  a  leaguo  with  Isaao.  He 
took  with  him  Ahuzzath  his  friend, 
and  Phiehol  his  chief  captain.  Isaac 
received  him  at  Bcershoba  and  enter- 
tained him  with  a  feast,  after  which 
Llicy  cutiwl  into  a  sole 
that  each  of  them  ever  rememoe 
tmd  coE'Iiinut!  :('m/1i"j'  to.     Gen.  26. 


ABIMELECH,  S-Jfr  father  w  hing, 
Acuieleoii  was  (he  name  of  one  of 
the  sons  of  Gideon,  who  became  a  judge 
of  Israel.  But  he  was  the  son  of  a  con- 
cubine of  Gideon's  that  lived  in  Shoe- 
hem,  i  e.,  the  son  of  a  secondary  wife. 
The  children  of  such  wives  could  not 
inherit.  His  name  imports ;  "  My  fa- 
tiicr  haili  reigned."  Shortly  after  Gid- 
eon died,  he  went  to  Sheehem  and  com- 
muned with  his  mother's  brethren,  and 
with  all  the  house  of  his  mother's  father. 
They  listened  to  him,  and  influenced  by 
his  arguments,  concluded  that  he,  of  al! 
hiiii'if.hei's  sod.-!  should  reign ovor  them. 
And  they  furnished  him  money  with 
which  he  hired  wicked  persons  to  assist 
him  in  perfecting  his  plane,  and  efi'cct- 
ing  his  ends  in  securing  the  govern- 
ment. At  the  head  of  the  hired  com- 
pany of  "vain  and  light  persons,"  he 
went  to  his  father's  house  at  Ophrah 
and  slew  all  the  seventy  sods  of  Gideon, 
save  Jotham  Ihe  youngest,  who  hid 
himself.  Tims  by  a  cunning  manage- 
ment of  wicked  men  this  revolution  was 
effected,  and  the  government  founded 
in  \t hi tli  .AbimoIi.:i'.-is  reigned. 

When  three  years  had  passed  away 
God  sent  an  evil  spirit  amongst  them, 
or  permitted  jealousies  to  take  place, 
which  produced  among  the  men  of  She- 
ehem, factions,  contentions,  insurrec- 
tions and  civil  war.  Thejj  had  no  regard 
for  Abimelech  as  their  king  longer,  but 
cursed  him  while  they  committed  their 
depredations  in  the  land.  It  may_  ho 
the  very  same  wicked  men  that  he  hired 
to  go  with  him  and  slay  the  seventy 
sons  of  his  father,  and  thus  in  iniquity 
elevate  him  to  the  high  position  of  ruler 
in  the  land,  now  turned  against  him, 
and  had  posted  themselves  along  the 
road  between  Sheehem,  where  ho  lived, 
and  Ophrah,  where  Gideon  had  lived, 
and  where  his  sons  had  been  slain,  for 
they  intended  to  assassin  ate  liim.  A 
large  part  of  the  people  of  Sheehem  sot 
themselves  in  array  against  Abimelech, 
unil  he  fought  with  fhem  and  conquered 
the  city.  Afterward  he  destroyed  those 
who  had  fled  to  the  "hold  of  the  house 
of  the  God  Beritn,"  or  who  had  gone 
to  the  precincts  of  the  idol  temple  for 
safety.  He  set  the  hold  on  fire  and  so 
burned  a  thousand  men  and  women  in 
it.  He  then  went  to  Thebez,  an  im- 
portant city,  and  '.ookit,  and  as  the  men 
and  women  of  tho  city  had  fled  to  the 
tower  and  shut  themselves  up  in  it,  he 
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opened  a  siege  upon  the  tower  that  he 
might  find  an  entrance  and  destroy 
those  who  had  lied  thither.  He  was 
about  to  succeed  by  burning  the  door 
down,  when  a  certain  woman  east  a 
niece  of  millstone  upon  his  head,  which 
is  supposed  to  have  broken  or  fractured 
his  skull.  Then  he  called  upon  his 
armor-bearer  to  slay  him  at  once,  lest 
the  disgrace  of  being  killed  by  a  woman 
be  affixed  to  hia  memory  and  his  death. 
Then  the  young  man,  his  armor-bearer, 
thrust  him  through  with  his  sword  and 
he  died.  Thus  we  behold  the  sins  of 
the  icon  of  Sheehem  visited  upon  them 
in  being  destroyed,  by  the  man  they 
unjustly  exalted  ;  and  the  sins  of  Ab- 
imclcch  visited  upon  him  by  being 
betrayed  in  his  owa  government,  and 
filially  killed  in  the  manner  we  have 
narrated.    Jud.  is. 

ABIMAEL— [Ab-bo-may'-el]  a  father 
sent  from  God. 

A  him  act,  was  the  son  of  Joktan,  and 
the  grandson  of  fiber,  and  is  referred 
to  in  the  posterity  of  Shem.     Genesis 


ABINADAB— [Ah-in'-na-dab,]    my 
father  a  willing  prince. 

Abinadab  was  the  son  of  Jesse  and 
the  brother  of  David.  1st  Chron. 
IS.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Je  , 
and  i-i  probably  (lie  one  who  is  referred 
to  in  1st  Kings,  iv :  11,  as  being 
father  of  one  of  the  officers  who  were 
appointed  by  Solomon  to  provide  vict- 
uals for  the  king's  household,  and  who 
was  married  to  Taphath,  the  daughter 
of  Solomon. 

ABINOAM— [Ab-in'-no-ara,;!  father 
of  hcauty. 
Aeinoam  was  the  father  of  Barak, 
the  general  of  Deborah's  army,  which 
army  fought  against  Jabin,  king  of 
Canaan.    Jud.  iv:  6. 

ABIRAM,  I— [Ab-i'.ram,]-o*feM 

AbibajH  was  the  son  of  Eliab,  the 
Reubenite.  lie  with  Korah  and  his 
brother  Dathan,  conspired  against 
HVToses  and  Aaron,  aud  sought  to  divest 
them  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them 
by  God.  On  account  of  his  wickedness 
ho  and  Ms  whole  family  were  swallowed 


....  with  their  substance  by  the  earth 
opening  and  receiving  them,  then  clos- 
ing in  on  them.  The  account  of  their 
sin  and  destruction  is  given  in  Nnm- 


the  Bethelite.  Ha  lost  his  life  while 
his  father  was  rebuilding  the  walls  of 
Jericho.  His  death  was  in  accordance 
with  the  prophecy  of  Joshua,  the  son 
of  Nun.  1st  Kings,  xvi:  34 — Josh. 
vi:  26. 

ABISHAG — [Ab'-be-shag,]  ignorance 
of  tfie  father. 

AbisKAG  was  the  you«a:  woman  that 
was  selected  as  the  last  wife  of  David, 
the  king  of  Israel  It  was  under  the 
advise  of  his  physician  that  he  married 
ber  when  he  was  nearly  seventy  years 
of  age.  Though  not  as  old,  probably, 
as  many  of  bis  day,  yet  from  constitu- 
tional debility  and  an  enfeebled  state 
occasioned  by  the  exposures  and  hard- 
ships (lirou;.;b.  which  lie  had  passed,  lie 
wasalmost  he*  pi  ess— premature  u-kl  age 
seems  to  have  been  upon  him. 

She  was  selected  thatahe  might  min- 
ister unto  him,  and  make  the  latter  part 
of  his  evening  of  life  as  pleasant  as  it 
could  possibly  be  made.  Abishag  bad 
charge  of  David  probably  one  year, 
when  ''he  slept  with  hi^falhcivi,  and 
was  burled  in  the  city  of  David." 

We  may  suppose  from  the  account 
given  of  her  that  she  was  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  women  in  Israel,  for  she 
was  selected  of  all  (lie  lair  young  dam- 
sels for  this  position.  But  there  is 
another  reason  why  we  suppose  she  was 
very  beautiful,  and  that, is:  Ailonijah, 
the  brother  of  Absalom,  when  he  failed 
to  ascend  the  throne  of  Israel,  desired 
to  take  her  as  his  wife,  and  so  anxious 
was  he,  enamoured  of  her  beauty,  that 
he  asked  Bathsheba,  the  mother  of  Sol- 
omon, to  intercede  with  the  king  in  his 
behalf,  that  Abishag  might  bo  given 
him  to  wife.  Solomon,  in  nil  probabil- 
ity, mistook  the  motive  of  Adonijah, 
and  looked  upon  his  request  as  treason 
against  his  government,  and  determined 
that  he  should  die ;  hence  lie  was  plain 
at  the  command  of  liis  brother  Solomon 
by  the  hand  of  Benaiah.  1st  Kings, 
i:  2.  She  was  a  native  of  Shunam, 
!ii.:!n.-e  'r;i.!li;il  :i  Slunamite. 
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ABISHAI—  [Ab-fci-aha'-i,]  Hie  father 
of  sacrifice. 
Abishai  was  the  son  of-  Zenriah, 
David's  sister,  hence  he  was  the  king's 
nephew,  ao  was  also  Joab  his  brother. 
Abishai  was  a  valiant  warrior,  and  when 
serving  in-  David's  army  wasoiio_of  his 
principal  general;-;.  IVhcu  David  was 
camped  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph,  and 
Saul  went  out  to  destroy  him  with  a 
large  company  of.  warriors  compared  to 
David's  handful  of  men,  Abishai  was 
with  him.  David  asked  when  night 
camo  on,  "who  will  go  with  me  by  night 
into  the  camp  of  Saul?"  for  he  had 
learned  where  Saul  had  pitched  hia 
tent.  Abishai  answered  that  he  would 
go,  and  the  two  together  went,  and  as 
they  passed  the  sleeping  guard,  and 
were  approaching  Saul,  who  was  also 
sleeping  with  Abner,  the  son  of  Nor, 
the  captain  of  his  host  near  him,  Ahi- 
shai asked  David  for  the  privilege  of 
slaying  Saul  at  once,  and  so  rid  him 
forever  of  his  enemy.  But  David  would 
not  allow  it.  Abishai  thought  it  very 
strange  that  he  would  allow  his  enemy 
this  second  time  to  escape,  for  ho  had 
been  in  his  power  thus  once  befc 
The  reason  David  allowed  Saul  to 
capo  before  was  the  same  reason  that 
allowed  him  to  escape  now,  via:  he 
would  not  injure  the  Lord':;  uunohifccd. 
Aljishai  served  David  in  his  war  with 
Ishbosbcth,  Said's  son.  lie  also  served 
iu  the  war  with  the  Edomites,  and  cut 
ou  eighteen  thousand  oT  them  in  tht 
Valley  of  Salt.  1st  Chron.  xviii:  12. 
"Tiiorouvor  Abulia;,  ( he  son  of  Seraiah. 
slew  of  the  Edomites  in  the  Valley 
of  Salt,  eighteen  thousand."  When 
David  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
Syrians  and  Ammonites,  Abishai  com- 
manded that  part  of  the  army  which 
routed  the  Ammonites,  ss  recorded  ir 
2d  Samuel,  x:  14:  "When  the  chil- 
dren of  Amnion  saw  the  Syrians  were 
fled,   then  lied   they  also   before  Abi- 

In  the  war  with  She  Dhiiistiacs,  he 
killed  the  noted  giant  Ishbibenob,  who 
was  about  to  destroy  the  life  of  David, 
as  recorded  in  2d  Samuel,  xxi :  10.  A ' 
another  time  Ahithiii  shov/rid  himself 
man  of  great  bravery  in  attacking  and 
killing  three  hundred  men  alone.  2d 
Samuel,  xviii :  2.  And  in  the  account 
wo  have  of  Absalom's  rebellion,  we 
learn  I  bat  Abishai  commanded  a  third 
part  of  the  king's  army;  and  he  was  at 


the  head  of  the  king's  household  troops 
that  pursued  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri, 
when  he  made  insurrection  against 
David.  2d  Samuel,  xs:  6.  And  when 
Shimei  cursed  David,  Abishai  desired 
to  go  to  him  and  take  off  his  head,  but 
the  king  would  not  allow  him  to  do  it, 
giving  as  the  reason :  "  The  Lord  hath 
permitted  him  to  curse  me,  why  shall  I: 
complain?  "  David  then  added,  ''what 
is  the  cursing  of  Shimei  compared 
with  the  rebellion  of  Absalom?  My 
son,  which  came  forth  of  my  bowels, 
;eo!;;:(Ii  my  life  :  how  much  more  may 
:his  Bcnjaminite  do?  let  him  curse,  for 
the  Lord  hath  bidden  him."  Ileservecl 
David  long  and  faithfully,  and  died  with 
tho  honors  of  an  honorable  and  suceess- 
"  )i'  encircling  his  brow, 

ABISHAIOM—  [Ab-bi-sha'-lom,]  the 

father  of  peace. 
Abishalom'  was  the  father  of  Maae- 
hah,  who  was  the  mother  of  Abijah. 
kiiig'of  Judah.    1st  Kings,  xv:  % 

ABISHUA-fAb-bi-shir'-aliJ  the  far- 
ther of  salvation. 
AeISHUA  was  the  son  of  Phinehas 
and  the  iburtli  high,  priest  of  the  Jews. 
Ho  succeeded  his  father  in  that  import- 
ant oSce.     1st  Gbion.  vi :  50. 

ABISBTJRr-  [Ab'-be-shnr,]  the  fatter 
of  righteousness. 
AnTseUB,  was  the  son  of  Shammai, 
and  is  referred  to  in  the  posterity  of 
Judah.     1st  Ohron.  ii :  28. 

ABITAL— [Ab'-be-tal,]  father  of  the 

Abitai.  was  one  of  the  wives  of 
David.     In  1st  Chron.  hi:  3,  she  is 

numbered  as  the  sixth  wife  of  the  king, 
and  f  jlicjihtinnii  was  her  sou,  born  while 
David  was  in  Hebron. 

ABNEB—  [Ab'ner,]  ike  father  of  Unlit. 

AbhEB,  the  son  of  Ncr,  was  uncle  to 
King  Saul,  and  the  commander  of  his 
army.  Ho  was  Saul's  first  aid,  and  the 
prominent  person  of  his  body-guard 
when  he  was  eauijied  at  I.iacbvah,  and 
David  was  in  (he  wilderness  of  Kiph, 

When  David  and  Abishai  entered 
the  camp  of  Saul  by  night,  Abncr  was 
sleeping  at  Gaul's  side  and  did  not  per- 
ceive the  intruders,  and  lie  was,  no 
:  doubt,  greatly  astonished  to  hear  the 
'  man  whose  life  they  were  hunting,  call- 
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ing  to  him  in  the  momiDg.  He  had 
been  wondering  from  the  time  they 
arose  from  their  camp-conch,  what  had 

become  of  Saul's  spear  find  royal  cruise. 
Hut  as  David  secured  hi?  attention  he 
showed  him  the  king's  spear  and  the 
cruise  of  water  that  was  at  Ins  bolster, 
that  had  been  taken  away  the  night 
before.     1st  Sam.  xsvi:   5-14. 

When  Saul  died  Abner  made  Ishbo- 
shcth  king,  and  for  several  years  he 
headed  the- troops  under  the  authority 
of  Saul's  bouse.  Abner  fought  fre- 
quently with  David  and  his  men,  but 
in  nearly  all  the  engagements  met  with 
loss.  He  suggested  to  Joab,  the  gen- 
eral of  David  a  army,  at  one  time,  a 
very  foolish  and  cruel  plan  for  testing 
the  strength,  bravery  and  tact  for  fight- 
ing hand  to  hand  of  twelve  men  on 
either  side.  He  proposed  that  twelve 
of  David's  warriors  should  fight  with 
an  equal  number  of  his.  Joab  agreed 
thereto,  and  the  twenty-four  men 
gaged.  They  took  each  one  hisfe__ 
by  the  beard  and  thrust  a  sword  into 

cad)  others  side,  and  so  the  tweuty-f 

men  ieii  down  dead  together. 

A  very  severe  battle  followed  this 
foolish  slaughter,  in  which  Abncr  and 
the  troops  of  Ishhosheth  were  made  to 
fly.  Abner  himself  fled  for  his  life, 
and  was  pursued  very  closely  for  death, 
by  Asahel,  the  brother  of  Joab,  who 
was  very  fleet  of  foot.  Abner  found 
that  his  pursuer  was  gaining  on  him 
and  lagged  Iiitn  to  stop,  but  he  would 
not;  he  then  struck  Asahel  with  his 
spear  by  a.  hack  stroke  and  killed  him. 

Not  long  after  (Ills,  Tshboshcth  ac- 
cused Abner  of  lewdness  toward  Eiz- 
pah,  bis  father's  concubine.  On  ac- 
count of  this  accusation  Abner  became 
enraged,  and  threatened  not  only  to  de- 
sert him,  but  betray  the  whole  kingdom 
of  his  master  into  the  hands  of  .David;. 
and  in  order  to  effect  this  his  threat,  lie 
opened  a  correspondence  with  David, 
and  afterwards  had  an  interview  with 
him  at  Hebron. 

Joab  heard  of  the  interview  that 
Aimer  had  held  with  David,  and  the 
manner  in  which  David  had  treated 
him  and  his  men,  and  remonstrated 
with  David  against  depending  upon 
Abner  accomplishing  what  he  proposed. 
He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  Abi 
had  only  come  as  a  spy— and  then 
sent  a  messenger  in  the  name  of  the 
king  to  invito  Abner  to  come  back  to 


Hebron,  for  lie  wisbed  to  converse  with 
Mm  more  fully.     Abner  returned  and 

went  into  the  presence  of  Joab  to  learn, 
in  all  probability,  more  fully  for  what 
intent  the  king  had  sent  for  him.  Joab, 
in  order  to  avenge  his  brother's  death, 
or  else  moved  by  jealousy,  met  Abner 
in  salute  and  stabbed  him  mortally. 
David,  when  informed  of  this,  com- 
lained  much  of  Joab,  and  declared 
_imself  and  his  kingdom  guiltless  of 
Abner' s  blood — and  he  showed  his  re- 
gards for  the  departed  by  honoring  him 
with  a  splendid  funeral— and  he  him- 
self was  one  of  the  mourners,  and  com- 
posed for  the  occasion  a  touching  eulosy 
recorded  in  2d  Sam.  iii :  33-34. 

ABRAHAM- [A'bra-hara,]  father  of 
nations. 

Abraham  the  son  of  Terah,  was  born 
at  Ur,  a  city  of  Chaldca.  He  was  dis- 
tinguished more  than  any  other  of  the 
Patriarchs.  In  his  eventful  life  he  was 
noted  for  his  "faith  in  God,"  and  has 
sometimes  been  styled  the  "father  of 
the  faithful."  He  was  an  extraordi- 
nary mau,  possessing  virtues  and  excel- 
lencies beyond  any  other  person  whoso 
history  the  Bible  records.  The  moral 
excellence  he  attained,  hut  few,  if  any, 
in  all  the  history  of  man  have  attained 
unto.  He  presents  the  portrait  of  a 
perfect  man,  for  lie  walked  before  God 
and  was  perfect. 

Of  the  early  life  of  Abraham  we 
know  but  little;  hegrewupandbecame 
a  man  id  the  country  of  his  birth,  and 
while  there  the  "God  of  glory"  ap- 
peared to  him  and  said  unto  him,  "Get 
thee  out  of  thy  conntry  and  from  thy 
kindred,  and  go  into  the  land  which  I 
shall  show  thee."  Abraham,  though 
ho  had  not  probably  been  taught  the 
true  worship  of  the  true  God— yet  he 
believed— he  obeyed  the  voice  of  God 
who  spake  unto  him,  and  lie  went  out 
not  knowing  whither  he  went.  His 
father  Terah,  and  his  brother  Nahor, 
and  his  nephew  Lot,  went  with  him. 
They  went  to  Ha.ro n,  in  Mesopotamia, 
and  lived  there  for  a  few  years,  when 
Terah  died.  Abraham,  shortly  after, 
with  Lot  his  nephew,  left  Nahor  his 
brother  in  Haren.  and  went  into  Pales- 
tine, having  Sarah  his  wife  with  him. 
A  remarkable  premise,  about  this  time, 
was  made  to  Abraham,  touching  the 
seed  of  the  woman  that  should  bruise 
the  serpent's  head.     It  was  in  the  fol- 
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lowing  language:  ''In  blessing  thou 
ahalfc  bo  blessed,  and  in  thy  seed  snail 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  bo  blessed." 

When  an  aged  man  this  promise  of 
God  was  veriiied  to  him.  Sarah,  his 
beloved  wife,  bare  him  a  son.  And 
when  God  would  try  the  quality  of  his 
faith  bo  made  him  go  up  to  Blount  Mo- 
riali  and  offer  that  son  as  a  sacrifice. 
This  command  must  have  fallen  upon 
the  car  and  heart  of  Abraham  with 
ponderous  weight,  but  "staggering  rait 
at  the  premise  of  God,"  ho  made  ready 
to  perform  this  painful  duty. 

The  hours  of  the  night  on  which  he 
received  this  command  passed  away  and 
the  morning  arrived.  Ho  made  ready 
to  go  to  the  designated  place— his  serv- 
ants that  were  to  attend  him  made  all 
things  ready,  and  Isaac  took  an  affec- 
tionate leave  of  his  mother.  Behold 
the  throe  as  they  stand  within  the  tent 
just  before  the  journey  is  commenced. 
Abraham  done  knew  the  purpose  of 
God  regarding  Isaao,  and  how  it  must 
have  affected  him  as  he  looked  upon 
Sarah,  knowing  that  she  was  looking 
upon  her  son  Isaac  for  tho  last  time, 
tho  purpose  of  God  being  carried  out. 
Surf  sly  paternal  lovu  swelled  in  his  heart 
till  he  could  hardly  refrain  from  whis- 
pering in  the  car  of  the  mother,  "Isaac 
may  never  return  " — but  hodi.il  refrain, 
and  with  a  heavy  heart  left  Sarah  in 
the  tent.  Abraham  listened  to  the  in- 
nocent, boyish  talk  of  his  son  as  they 
rode  along,  and  every  sentence  of  Isaac 
was  like  a  dagger  piercing  Ids  heart- 
yet  with  solemn  looks  and  melancholy 
feelings  he  traveled  on,  Isaac  all  the 
while  wondering  at  tho  scemins  sadness 
of  his  father. 

At  length  they  arrive  at  the  moun- 
tain, and  Abraham  bids  his  attendants 
tarry  while  he  and  the  lad  went  up 
worship.  The  two  together  wend 
their  way  up  the  mountain  side  and  the 
burden  presses  the  heart  of  Abraham 
more  and  more.  His  affection  for  his 
child  is  increasing.  Isaac  walks  by  his 
side  and  receives  a  glance  from  his  fa- 
ther which  seems  to  say,  can  I  give  him 
up?  My  son  Is  approaching  manhood. 
I  have  looked  upon  him  with  fond  feel- 
ings from  his  earliest  infancy.  Ho  is 
the  son  of  my  old  age  and  the  promised 
seed  in  whom  all  tho  nations  of  the 
earth  are  to  be  blessed.  But  he  adds: 
He  who  gave  me  this  son  of  promise 
d  and  I  must  obey.     "' 


jed  sou!  i:.-,  .stilled-  his  re- 
laxed muscles  are  strung  and  his  arm 
-od  to  make  the  preparations  for  the 
sacrifice.     Soon  a  rude  aitar  appears 
upon  the  mountain,  and  tho  fuel  is 

fathered  for  tho  fire ;  when  all  at  once 
':aac  turns  to  his  father  and  says,  "Fa- 
ther, hero  is  the  altar,  and  hero  is  the 
wood,  but  where  is  the  sacrifice?" 
"My  son,"  said  Abraham,  "God  will 
provide  himself  a  lamb  for  the  burnt 

Abraham  then  made  kuown  to  Isaac 
e  command  of  God.  Isaao  gave  him- 
If  up  and  submitted  to  he  bound  and 
laid  upon  the  altar.  Heaven  permitted 
this  fond  father  when  ho  had  proceeded 
thus  far,  to  give  his  dear  son  what  he 
Bill) posed  was  a  last  fond  embrace— then 
nerving  himself  for  the  work,  he  drew 
back  the  knife  to  plunge  it  into  the 
bosom  of  Isaac.  Behold  the  scene ! 
And  then  think  of  this  mountain  as 
it  looms  up  in  moral  grandeur  among 
the  mountains  of  the  Bible.  Hero 
where  Isaac  was  bound  and  laid  on  tho 
altar,  Solomon's  temple  was  erected,  in 
which  was  an  altar  where  sacrifices  were 
offered  and  blood  of  animals  flowed,  typ- 
ifying  a-ioficuicrifc  lor  sin.  Yet,  on  this 
mountain  God's  oarfhly  habitation  was 
fixed.  In  tho  Shcehinah,  in  the  behest 
apartment  of  the  temple,  God  dwelt 
between  the  cheruhims.  But  not  far 
from  this  spot  where  Isaac  is  bound  on 
an  altar,  Mount  Calvary  was  situated, 
on  which  Jesus  Christ  was  bound  to  a 
Eomaii  cross  and  poured  out  his  blood 
as  a  libation  for  man. 

Bub  then  Abraham  was  stopped. 
While  tho  angels  of  God  in  heaven 
were  looking  upon  the  scene  with  the 
most  intense  anxiety— their  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  tho  altar,  tho  sacrifice  and 
the  officiating  priest,  and  they  wondered 
as  to  the  result,  The  solemn  stillness 
around  them  was  broken  by  the  voice 
of  the  Almighty  saying :  It  is  enough. 
Tho  command  was  given  a  swift,  winged 
angel — Fly  to  tho  spot  and  stay  the  hand 
of  my  servant  that  he  slay  not  Isaac. 
The  angel  sped  quieter  than  lightning 
to  Moriah,  arrested  the  attention  of 
Abraham  by  saying,  "Lay  not  thy  hand 
upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  anything 
unto  him,  for  now  I  know  that  thou 
fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast  not  with- 
held thy  son,  thine  only  son,  from  me." 
Abraham  looked  up  and  saw  on  the 
mountain  a  short  distance  from  him  a 
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__  the  declaration  lie  had 

made  to  Isaac,  in  a  rani  caught  by  the 
horns  in  a,  thicket.  He  then  unbound 
Isaac,  slew  the  ram,  and  the  two  to- 
gether offered  the  sacrifice.  A  short 
time  afterwards  Abraham  and  Isaac 
with  joyful  hearts  came  down  from 
the  mountain,  and  with  the  servants 
returned  home— when  we  may  suppose 
Sarah  was  made  acquainted  with  the 
trial  of  her  husband's  faith. 

Abraham  has  been  styled,  because  of 
hi:-;  lriu;t  in  God,  and  bis  many  virtues, 
the  Friend  of  God.  When  he  left  the 
land  of  Egypt  and  went  to  Canaan  to 
dwell,  be  pitched  his  tent  near  Bethel, 
where  years  before  he  had  lived,  and 
where  yet  was  the  altar,  it  may  he  on 
which  ho  had  offered  sacrifices  to  his 
G  od.  His  nephew  Lot  was  living  near 
him  when  he  lived  in  Canaan  before, 
and  when  he  went  down  into  Egypt  he 
wont  with  him,  and  this  time  as  ho  en- 
ters Canaan  the  two  go  together.  This 
givea  us  to  understand  that  the  mutual 
attachment  of  these  two  great  men  was 
strong.  But  as  evidence  that  Abraham 
possessed  and  practiced  the  purest 
fihndship  toward  Lot,  we  need  but  to 
refer  to  his  conduct  there. 

Their  flocks  had  multiplied  exceed- 
ingly, and  their  substance  was  great — 

the  land  did  no!,  give  ::i:liir:ioni,  piiiUu;- 

age  for  the  flocks  of  each,  and  more- 
over, (he  men  that  had  charge  of  the 
flocks  of  each  wero  quarreling.  These 
things  required  a  separation.  Abraham 
was  determined  to  separate  friendly, 
and  addressing  himself  to  Lot  he  said: 
"Let  there  he  no  strife,  I  pray  thee, 
between  me  and  thee,  and  between  my 
herdmen  and  thy  herdrncn,  for  we  be 
brethren."  He  then  directed  Lot's  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  whole  coun- 
try was  before  them,  and  waiving  his 
right  of  choosing  a  portion  of  the  coun- 
try first,  and  leaving  the  second  choice 
to  Lot,  he  hade  Lot  make  [he  selection 
first.  "If  thou  wilt  go  to  the  left  hand, 
then  I  will  go  to  the  right,  or  if  thou 
depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go 
to  the  loft." 

But  we  see  his  affection  and  good 
feelings  for  Lot,  his  nephew;  exempli- 
fied still  further  in  the  relief  he  gave 
him  in  a  time  of  great  need.  When 
Chedorlaomer  and  the  kings  associated 
with  him  conquered  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah, they  pillaged  the  cities  and 
took  the  goods  of  Lot,  who  dwelt  in 


Sodom,  and  he  and  his  family  wcro 
taken  prisoners.  One  of  the  family  or 
servants  of  Lot  escaped,  and  went  and 
told  Abraham.    He  at  once  called  to- 

fither  the  servants  born  in  his  own 
ocsc,  numbering  three  hundred  and 
eighteen— made  known  to  them  tho 
captivity  and  peril  of  his  kinsman,  and 
his  determination  to  pursue  the  con- 
querors, then  on  the  way  to  their  own 
land  with  the  prisoners  and  spoiis, 
Abraham  must  have  possessed  indom- 
itable courage  to  have  meditated  an 
attack  upon  these  four  victorious  kings 
and  their  armies.  His  true  affection 
led  him  to  risk  his  life,  and  the  lives  of 
his  servants.  Ho  followed  the  army 
elated  with  victory,  and  overtook  them, 
and  smote  them  with  great  slaughter. 
These  powerful  kings  tell  before  him, 
and  their  army  was  cut  down  by  his 
trained  servants,  as  the  grain  is  cut  by 
the  dcxtrously  swung  scythe  of  the 
mower. 

Lot  and  his  family  and  servants  are 
recaptured,  the  goods  retaken,  and  all 
brought  back  again  to  the  country  of 
Sodom.  If  Lot  was  lacking  to  any  ex- 
tent in  good  feeling  for  Abraham  before, 
he  surely  was  riot  after  this  bold,  dar- 
ing and  effectual  effort  to  release  him 
and  his  family  from  the  hands  and 
power  of  his  merciless  captors. 

A  beautiful  scene  presents  itself  af- 
terwards in  the  history  of  this  distin- 
guished Patriarch,  in  connection  with 
tho  further  judgments  of  God,  as  they 
fell  upon  the  cities  of  the  plain.  On 
account  of  their  wickedness  they  had 
been  conquered,  and  their  country  laid 
waste  by  the  four  confederate  kings. 
Lot  living  among  them,  though  a 
righteous  man,  we  have  seen  was  taken 
by  the  conquerors.  But  now  the  Divine 
Being  is  about  to  destroy  them  with  fire 
from  heayen.  Abraham  is  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  doom  of  the  cities  by 
one  of  the  three  angels  in  human  form, 
who  made  him  a  visit  and  enjoyed  his 
hospitality  in  an  abundant  and  healthy 
repast.  He  had  conducted  the  men  on 
their  way  from  his  tenia  short  dii-umce, 
when  two  of'them  went  toward  Sodom, 
while  the  other  tarried  in  his  presence 
and  isiade  him  fully  aecjiuiiiited  with  the 
Divine  purpose,  to  destroy  the  cities  of 
the  plain. 

Abraham  became  deeply 
fiir  tho  inhabitant;;,  for  hisfe 
not  confined  to  those  of  his  own  rela- 
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(ionship^and  lie  prayed  earnestly  for 
tliciv  deliverance  from  the  coming  de- 
struction. So  earnest  was  his  prayer 
and  so  strong  was  his  faith  in  God,  that 
the  request  lie  made  was  answered.  He 
asked  the  Lord  if  there  were  fifty  right- 
eous persona  in  tho  city  he  would  not 
aave  the  whole  city  for  tho  sake  of  the 
fifty.  The  Lord  answered  him  he 
would.  But  for  fear  there  were  not 
fifty,  be  asked  if  forty-five  should  aave 
it ;  then  forty,  afterwards  thirty,  then 
twenty,  and  finally  ten.  God  assured 
htm  then,  that  if  there  were  but  ten,  for 
the  sake  of  the  ten  he  would  save  them 
all.  He  supposed,  in  all  probability, 
that  in  the  family  of  his  nephew  there 
were  at  least  ton  persona,  hut  in  this  he 
was  mistaken.     Yet  God  saved  Lot  and 


Abraham  had  married  Keturah,  who 
cherished  him  in  his  old  age.  Aad 
when  he  was  called  to  die,  Isaac  and 
Ishmael  stood  together  by  his  side  and 
listened  with  interest  to  his  last  words. 
After  his  death  they  united  as  dutiful 
sons  in  the  last  sad  office  due  an  hon- 
ored parent.  They  bear  his  cold  re- 
mains to  his  family  vault  —  the  cave 
of  Mac!] pel ul y— and  lay  it  beside  tho 
mouldcrm.!'1  remains  of  Sarah. 

Whilst  wo  admire  the  almost  atain- 


Clsis  Patriarch  of  Patriarchs,  __.  _. 
member  thai  the  God  whom  he  served 
—who  made  him  so  great  and  good- 
will make  us  holy  and  happy  if  we  sub- 
mit to  him ;  and  when  we  die  we  shall 
sit  down  with  Abraham  in  the  kingdom 
of  our  Father,  Genesis,  xvi  to  sxvi ; 
Rom.  iv:  1-22;  Gal.  iii:  7;  iv:  22; 
James,  ii:  21. 

ABSALOM— [Ab'-sa-Iom,]  father  of 
peace. 

Absalom,  the  third  son  of  King 
David,  was  greatly  beloved  by  him. 
His  mother's  name  was  Maacah,  the 
daughter  of  Talmai,  king  of  Geshur. 
He  was  distinguished  for  Ms  fine  per- 
son—a  very  eomely  man.  Every  year 
he  cut  the  hair  of  his  head,  and  it 
weighed  about  sis  pounds. 

But  he  was  also  distinguished  I'ov 
vice,  and  an  unnatural  rebellion,  and 
open  war  upon  his  father.  He  had  a 
fair  sister  whose  name  was  Tamar,  who 
was  disgraced  by  Amnon,  one  of  the 


king's  sons.  As  soon  as  Absalom  know 
it,  he  determined  to  take  revenge,  and 
sought  that  revenge  ibr  two  years. 
when  an  opportunity  was  offered  him 
and  he  killed  Amnon.  Ho  had  a  sheep- 
shearing  at  Baalhazor,  to  which  lie  in- 
vited all  the  king's  song,  and  Amnon 
amongst  them.  He  furnished  them 
wine  and  Amnon  drank  until  he  was 
drunk,  when  Absalom  ordered  his  serv- 
ants to  kill  him.  After  Amnon  was 
dead,  he  fled  to  Syria,  for  he  knew 
that  David  would  bo  grieved  and  dis- 
pleased at  his  course  in  the  matter. 
Absalom  can  by  no  means  bo  justified, 
however  much  bo  loved  bis  beautiful 
sister  Tamar,  and  the  probability  is  his 
love  for  her  was  great,  and  that  she 
reciprocated,'  for  she  went  to  Absalom 
and  complained  of  tho  insult,  injury, 
and  disgrace  i\tw:  her,  and  became  an 
inmate  of  his  house,  and,  it  may  bc; 
fled  with  him  when  he  went  to  Geshur, 
in  Syria.  His  strong  attachment  for 
Tamar  led  him  to  name  his  only  daugh- 
ter, we  may  suppose,  after  her,  not- 
withstanding this  disgrace  done  her. 
2d  Sam.  xiii:  23-37. 

Absalom  remained  in  exile  three 
years,  when  lie  was  recalled  by  David, 
at  the  instanco  of  Joab,  who  prompted 
an  artful  widow  of  Tekoah  to  a  speech 
feigning  the  danger  of  her  own  son. 
who,  she  pretended,  had  killed  his  own 
brother  in  a  lit  of  passion.  But  after 
Absalom  was  recalled,  he  lived  two 
years  in  Jerusalem  without  being  priv- 
ileged to  enter  tho  presence  of  his 
father.  He  sent  for  Joab,  with  a  view 
of  communing  with  him  as  to  tho  cause, 
and  to  secure  him  as  an  advocate  for 
him  with  David  his  fat-hor.  For  some 
cause  .Joab  refused  to  go  to  Absalom, 
and  Absalom,  being  determined  to  have 
his  attention,  set  the  fields  of  corn  of 
Joab  on  fire.  When  ho  came  to  Absa- 
lom to  get  an  understanding  of  this 
outrage,  lie  learned  the  cause  lor  which 
he  had  done  it.  Joab  then  went  to 
King  David  and  procured  Absalom's 
admission  to  his  court,  and  a  reconcili- 
ation was  effected.  "He  came  to  the 
king  and  bowed  himself  on  his  face  to 
the  ground  before  tho  king;  and  the 
king  kissed  Absalom." 

It  was  not  long  after  this  reconcilia- 
tion until  Absalom  prepared  to  usurp 
and  ascend  the  throne  of  his  father. 
He  put  on  tho  airs  of  regal  state  by 
preparing  him  "chariots  and  horses, 
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and  fifty  men  to  run  before  him."  lie 
began  to  make  effort  to  turn  the  hearts 
of  the  people  toward  him,  that  they 
might  settle  upon  him  as  their  king. 
Ho  know  himself  to  be  of  royal  blood 
as  the  son  of  David  and  the  grandson  of 
the  king  of  Geshur.  Amnon,  David's 
oldest  son,  was  dead,  and  probably 
Ohiliab,  die  second  son,  was  dead,  for 
we  hear  nothing  of  him;  an  J  he  was 
the  third,  and,  therefore,  seemed  to 
stand  nearest  to  the  throne.  But  ho 
manifested  a  shocking  degree  of  vi!e- 
ness  in  seeking  that  throne  in  the  way 
he  did,  in  his  father's  lifetime. 

Absalom  "stole  the  hearts  of  the 
people,"  as  ho  continued,  day  after 
day,  to  stand  in  or  beside  the  gates  and 
white  them  and  reason  with  them,  to 
tho  effect  that  his  father  was  not  doine 
them  justice,  and  if  he  was  in  power 
ho  would  meet  their  wants  and 
wishes. 

Absalom  made  out  in  mind  his  con- 
spiracy, and  then  asked  of  David  his 
father  the  privilege  of  going  to  Hebron 
that  he  might  perform  a  vow  unto  God 
that  be  had  made  when  in  Syria,  viz : 
"  If  tho  Lord  shall  bring  me  again,  in- 
deed, to  Jerusalem,  then  I  will  serve 
the  Lord."  The  king  gave  his  per- 
mission, and  ho  went  to  Hebron,  at- 
tended by  two  hundred  persons  of  note, 
who  wore  all  ignorant  of  his  designs. 
Ho  .soon  opened  his  mind  to  them,  and, 
through  heralds,  caused  it  to  be  pro- 
claimed all  through  Israel  that  Absa- 
lom reigned  in  Hebron.  Ahithophol, 
one  of  David's  principal  counsellors, 
upon  an  invitation  from  Absalom,  re- 
volted tu  him,  and  the  body  of  the 
Israelites  followed  his  example.  David 
was  compelled,  when  he  saw  that  there 
was  but  a  handful  of  men  left,  to  fly 
Jii.!!)  Jerusalem. 

Ahithophol  became  Absalom's  coun- 
sellor a;i  he  had  been  David's ;  and  one 
of  the  first  outrages  committed  by  the 
newly  made  king  was  under  his  coun- 
sel, viz:  the  publicly  defiling  of  ten  of 
Ids  father' ii  concubines.  He  then  ad- 
vised Absalom  to  give  him  the  com- 
mand of  twelve  thousand  men,  and  he 
would  pursue  David,  who  was  flying, 
with  a  mere  handful  of  men,  for  his 
life.  He  would  overtake  him,  appre- 
hend and  destroy  him.  This  counsel 
was  very  proper  to  answer  the  end  so 
much  desired  by  Absalom.  But  IIu- 
shai,  another  of  David's  counsellors, 


was  with  Absalom  at  the  instance  of 
David,  that  the  counsel  of  the  former 
might  be  turned  to  naught.  Ho  was 
consulted  hy  Absalom,  and  pretended 
that  the  counsel  that  had  just  been 
given  was  not  correct,  as  David  and  his 
men  were  brave  and  valorous,  and,  es- 
pecially now,  would  be  desperate  in 
fight.  In  order  to  flatter  Absalom's 
vanity  and  give  "David  time  to  put  him- 
self in  a  position  for  defense,  Hushai 
advised  him  to  assemble  every  man  of 
Isirael  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  that 
he  should  command  them  in  person, 
and,  with  each,  a  vast  army,  he  would 
without  fail  ruin  David  and  his  party, 
wherever  he  found  them.  This  advice 
was  approved  and  followed.  Absalom 
collected  and  marshalled  his  troops, 
Ho  marched  over  Jordan  to  attack  his 
father.  A  battle  was  fought  in  the 
wood  of  1'lpbraim.  David',1;  general 
had  had  time  to  select  a  favorable  bat- 
tle ground,  and  put  his  troops,  well 
trained,  in  a  proper  position.  But 
Absalom  headed  a  raw,  undisciplined 
host ;  and  it  was  not  long  after  the  bat- 
lie  commenced  em.il  i  he  probability  of 
a,  defeat  began  (e  dispirit  Absalom's 
men.  They  broke  ranks  and  fled;  and 
the  woods  devoured  more  people  that 
day  than  the  sword  devoured. 

David  had  been  particularly  careful 
to  order  Joab  and  his  other  generals  to 
spare  the  life  of  bis  rebellious  son,  for, 
violwiihsbmding  his  cruelty  and  trea- 
son, David  loved  him.  But  in  the 
flight  that  Absalom  made  when  his 
men  had  deserted  him,  as  he  rode  ra- 
pidly through  the  wood,  "his  head 
caught  in  the' boughs  of  an  oak,  and 
the  mule  went  away."  Tho  Almighty 
God,  in  Hia  providence,  did  for  him 
what  David  his  father  probably  would 
not  have  done,  because  of  hia  affection 
for  him,  vra :  executed  him  by  hanging 
him  for  his  rebellion  and  treason. 
When  Jcab  was  informed  that  Absa- 
lom was  hanging  in  an  oak,  ho  imme- 
diately wont  to  tho  spot  and  thrust 
three  darts  through  the  heart  of  Absa- 
lom, and  so  ended  bis  srdi'onii^s. 

Absalom,  in  the  days  of  his  life,  bad 
reared  a  proud  monument  to  his  fame, 
in  the  king's  dale,  but  he  had  not  tho 
honor  to  be  buried  there.  His  lifeless 
corpse  was  taken  down  from  the  tree 
and  cast,  into  a  pit,  as  the  carcass  of  an 
animal,  and  a  heap  of  stones  thrown 
over  him.    "Wc  do  not  know  whether 
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Ilia  father  had  it  removed  to 

hono  ruble  !-:'.!|m:i;lii-e  or  not 

David,  when  satisfied  that  Absalom 
was  dead,  mourned  for  htm  with  a 
great  mourning.  His  lamentation  was 
very  pathetic.  "0,  my  son  Absalom. 
My  son,  my  son,  Absalom.  Would 
God  I.  had  died  for  thee.    0, 

AOHAICUS— [A-ka'-i-kus,]  a  native 
o/Achaia. 
Aciiaichs  wait  a  disciple  of  Christ. 
whom  Paul  recommended  to  the  Cor- 
inthians. 1st  Epis.  svi:  17.  In  com- 
pany with  Stephanos  and  Fortunatus, 
lie  13  mentioned  by  the  apostle  very 
honorably,  and  Paul  acknowledges  their 
kiudin-Ks  to  him. 

ACHAN— [A'-kan,]  he  that  tmvkles 
and  bruises. 
Achan  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
of  the  families  of  Zerah,  Zabcli  and 
Carmi.  He  was  with  Israel  wher 
they  went  over  Jordan  and  commenced 
their  conquest  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 
He  heard,  with  others,  the  express 
chargo  of  Joshua  regarding  the  spoils, 
bat  contraiy  to  that  charge,  actuated 


garment,  a,  wedge  of  gold,  and  two  hun- 
dred shekels  of  .silver,  and  hid  them  in 
his  tent,  intending  io  appropriate  lo 
his  own  private  purposes  that  which 
God  had  determined  should  bo  de- 
stroyed, viz:  the  garment,  and  that 
which  should  be  placed  in  the  Lord's 
treasury— the  silver  and  gold.  The 
people  had  not  gained  the  vicf.oiy,  hut 
God  had  overthrown  the  city,  and  they 
were  to  have  no  share  of  tlio  spoils,  for 
they  had  no  share  in  the  conquest.  It 
all  belonged  to  the  Lord.  The  divine 
Being  was  offended  with  the  crime 
committed  by  Achan,  and  declared  his 
indignation  by  allowing  the  army  of 
Hebrews,  that  went  to  take  Ai,  to  he 
defeated  and  suffer  a  loss  of  thirty-sis 
men.  Joshua  inquired  of  the  Lord  the 
cause  of  their  defeat,  and  was  informed 
that  ono  of  the  people  had  sinned  in 
"  the  accursed  thing."  Some  one  had 
taken  of  the  spoils  in  the  taking  of 
Jericho,  and  had  hid  what  they  had 
taken  among  their  stuff  within  the 
camp.  God  then  informed  Joshua  that 
the  offender  must  he  found  out  and 
punished  bofore  he  would  give  them 
further 


It  was  customary  in  those  days,  and 
even  later,  when  a  doubtful  matter  was 
to  be  settled  and  the  counsel  of  those 
concerned  was  insufficient  to  settle  the 
matter,  to  ask  direction  of  God.  They 
did  so  hero  in  this  case,  in  order  to  find 
out  the  sinner.  And  God  directed  that 
the  whole  assembly  of  Israel  sanctify 
themselves  and  prepare  for  a  solemn 
search  on  the  morrow.  They  did,  mak- 
ing the  search  to  consist  of  determining 
by  lot.  Joshua  caused  ihc  tribes  of 
Israel  (o  pass  before  him,  and  the  tribe 
of  Judah  was  taken.  He  then  caused 
(lie  families  of  that  tribe  to  come  be- 
fore him,  and  the  family  of  the  Zar- 
hitea  was  taken.  Then  Zabdi  of  that 
family  was  taken,  and  as  the  individ- 
uals of  Zabdi's  family  passed  before 
him,  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi,  was 
taken.  Ho  at  once  confessed  his  sin 
nix!  brought  forth  (he  stolen  goods,  so 
that  all  Israel  could  see  them.  Then 
Achan,  and  his  children,  and  cattle, 
were  publicly  stoned  to  death  and  their 
dead  bodies,  with  his  furniture,  they 
burned  to  ashes  in  the  valley  of  Gil- 
gal,  called  from  that  event  Aehor,  or 
the  valley  of  Aehor ;  and  a  great  heap 
of  stones  was  cast  on  them. 

In  (lie  uriibriimoi.e  Achan  wo  observe 
a  violater  of  God's  law  and  authority, 
and  in  his  death  a  noted  instance  of 
the  vengeance  of  God  on  the  trans- 
gressor.    Joshua,  vii :  22,  &c 


ACHBOB—  [Ak'-bor,] 

Aciiror  was  one  of  the  officers  of 
King  Josiah,  who  was  sent  to  consult 

(lie  prophetess  iiuldah  concerning  the 
long  lost  eopv  of  thr   '-"     ''  '    ■ 

Hilkiah.     -2d  Kin^s,  : 

ACIII51 — [A'-kiin,]  preparing,  eon- 
fiemi)  i.g,  rem  nging. 

Acuim  was  the  son  of  Sadoc,  and 
the  father  of  Elihud,  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah.  His  name  occurs  in  the  gene- 
alogy of  Jesus  Christ.  Ho  was,  there- 
"  ire,  in  the  line  of  the  Mes.sinh.  Math, 
14. 

ACHIEAM,  or  AHIRAM-rA-h/- 

rant,]  brother  of '<r<y'>,  pmOxlion. 

Aobtbak,  or  AniRAM,  was  a  chief 
of  one  of  the  families  of  Benjamin, 
when  they  came  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt.    Hum.  ssvi :  38. 
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ACHISH— -[A'-Msh,]  ihu&4t  is,  how  is 


asthekingofGath.   When 

David  fled  from  the  fury  of  Saul,  lie 
went  to  this  king,  who  received  him 
kindly,  we  may  judge  from  the  account 
given  in  1st  Sam.  xxi :  11.  But  it  was 
not  long  until  the  servants  of  King 
Achish  reminded  him  that  this  David 
was  the  warrior  of  Israel,  who  had  slain 
their  giant  Goliath  and  conquered  them 
in  a  noted  hattle.  That  the  hearts  of 
the  people  of  Israel  were  with  him,  and 
if  not  in  fact  king,  he  was;  virtually,  for 
the  people  had  sung  one  to  another  of 
him  in  dances;  "Saul  hath  slain  his 
thousands,  and  David  his  tens  of  thou- 
sands." This  led  David  to  be  afraid 
of  Achish,  and  in  order  to  effect  his 
escape  he  feigned  himself  mad,  which 
led  the  king  to  send  him  from  him,  and 
so  he  escaped  to  the  cave  of  Adullam. 
About  four  years  after  this  David 
came  to  Achish  again.  He  received 
him  kindly,  and  gave  him  with  his  sol- 
diery, the  city  of  Ziklag  to  dwell  in. 
After  David  had  lived  nearly  two  years 
in  Ziklag,  Achish  required  David  with 
his  men  to  enter  his  service  and  fight 
with  him  against  the  Hebrews,  and 
promised  to  make  him  and  his  men  his 
body-guard,  to  which  David  agreed, 
but  the  lords  of  the  Philistines  com- 
plained. They  bitterly  objected  to  it. 
Achish,  therefore,  dismissed  David. 
The  above  account  is  recorded  in  1st 
Ram.  27  and  28. 

ACIISAI-I—  [Ak'-sah,]  adorned,  burst- 
ing of  the  veil. ' 

Achsaii  was  the  daughter  of  Caleb, 
the  son  of  Jcphunneh,  who  was  one  of 
the  two  spies  that  brought  back  from 
the  promised  land  a  favorable  report. 
Achsah  was  given  to  Otbniel,  her 
cousin,  as  a  wife,  in  consideration  of 
his  having  smitten  the  city  of  Kirjath- 
Scphcr. 

Caleb  bad  received  Hebron  as  his 
inheritance  from  Joshua,  who  ruled  in 
Israel  and  appropriated  the  tribes  their 
inheritance,  Joshua,  xiv,  13.  Ha  bad 
driven  out  the  three  sons  of  Anak, 
Sbesbai,  Ahiman,  and  Talmai,  and 
now  he  offers  his  daughter,  as  a  wife, 
to  whoever  will  smiic  the  city.  His 
nephew  Otbniel  performed  the  feat 
and  claimed  Achsah.  She  was  accord- 
ingly given,  and,  as  she  entered  on  the 
marriage  relation  with  him,  she  bade 


him  ask  of  her  father  a  certain  field, 
on  which  probably  she  had  set  her 
heart.  Othnicl  her  husband  agreed  to 
the  request,  and  Achsah,  having  a  fa- 
vorable opportunity,  made  it  herself. 
Her  father  saw  the  desire  to  say  some- 
thing to  him  and  asked  her  what  it 
was.  She  said,  in  substance,  to  him : 
"My  father,  grant  me  a  particular  rc- 

Saest."  Caleb  intimated  that  he  would 
■:>  it,  and  asked  Iicr  what  it  was.  She 
said:  "Thou  hast  given  me  a  south 
laud;  give  me  also  springs  of  water." 
And  lie  did,  oven  more  than  she  asked. 
She  probably  asked  only  one  district  of 
country  that  had  springs  of  water ;  but 
he  gave  her  two,  '  the  upper  springs 
and  the  nether  springe."  lie  gave  her 
a  region  of  country  in  the  mountains 
and  another  in  the  plains  well  watered. 
Achsah  may  have  lived  to  see  her 
husband  judge  Israel;  and,  for  aught 
we  know,  she  enjoyed,  if  not  all,  a  part 
of  the  forty  years  of  peace  consequent 
upon  the  deliverance  that  Othniel 
wrought,  and  bis  wise  ruling  as  judge. 

ADAH,  1— [Ay'-dab,]  anassemNv. 

Adah  was  one  of  the  wives  of  La- 
mech,  and  Zillah  the  other.  Lantech 
had  two  wives,  and  was  the  first  man 
who  broke  into  what  we  may  suppose 
was  the  divine  order  regarding  mar- 
riage, viz;  that  each  man  should  be 
the  husband  of  one  wife.  "  Thereupon 
shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his 
mother  and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife, 
and  they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh.' 
This  was  the  beginning  of  polygamy. 
The  names  of  the su  wives  are  given  in 
Gen.  iv :  19. 

The  affections  of  Lamech  wore  di- 
vided upon  the  two  women  who  wcro 
sustaining  the  same  relation  to  him; 
and  this  was  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  humanity.  Yet  there 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  dissatisfac- 
tion or  jealousy  manifested,  the  one 
toward  the  other.  They  seem  alike  to 
have  been  honored  by  him,  and  when 
the  difficulty  was  upon  Lamech,  [re- 
ferred to  in  Gen.  iv ;  23,]  ho  addressed 
his  wives  together:  "And  Lamech 
said  unto  his  wives  Adah  and  Zillah : 
Hear  my  voice,  ye  wives  of  Lamech ; 
hearken  unto  my  speech,  for  I  have 
slain  a  man  to  my  wounding,  and  a 
young  man  to  my  hurt.  If  Cain  shall 
be  avenged  sevenfold,  truly  Lamech 
seventy  and  sevenfold." 
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It  is  thought,  Lam  cell  had  plain  a 
man  id  self  defense,  and  his  wives  were 
alarmed  lest  Ihc  friends  of  (lie  deceased 
should  seek  to  destroy  his  life  in 
turn;  and  he  quiets  their  fears  by  Ibis 
speech, which probably means,  "if  God 
did  not  allow  Cain's  willful  murder  of 
his  brother  avenged,  surely  he  will  not 
allow  the  act  that  I  have  committed, 
which  was  in  self- defense,  to  be  visited 
with  death.  If  the  avenger  of  Abel's 
death  should  suffer  a  sevenfold  pun- 
ishment, surely  the  avenger  of  the 
young  man's  death,  whom  I  have  slain. 
shall  be  a  seventy-sevenfold  punish- 
ment." 

Adah  was  the  mother  of  Jabe!,  the 
famous  shepherd,  "the  father  of  such 
as  dwell  in  tents,  and  of  such  as  have 
cattle."  She  was  also  the  mother,  we 
suppose,  of  Jubal,  the  famous  musi- 
cian, for  he  is  said  to  be  the  brother 
of  Jabe].-  If  he  had  not  been  the  son 
of  the  same  mother,  he  would  have 
been  only  a  half  brother.  Adah  may 
have  been  the  mother,  as  also  Zillah. 
of  several  other  children,  for  we  have 
no  account  of  Lamedi  mairying  other 
wives;  and  yet  it  is  said  "Ho  lived, 
after  be  begat  Noah,  five  hundred, 
ninety  and  five  years,  and  begat  sons 
and  daughters." 

ADAH,  2 — Ait  assembly. 

Adah  was  a-  wife  of  Esau,  and  is 
referred  to  in  the  genealogy  of  Esau 
and  his  sons  by  his  Canaamtish  wives. 
Gen.  xxxvi :  "  Adah,  the  daughter  of 
Eion  the  Hittitc."  Adah  was  the  mo- 
ther of  Eliphaz.  Sho  seems  to  bo 
called  by  the  name  of  Bashemath  in 
Gen.  xxvi;  3-1.  ]<V  Ibsliemal.li  was 
the  daughter  of  Elon  the  Hittite,  and 
she  was  the  mother  of  Eeuel.  Gen. 
xxxvi:  10.  "Eeuel,  the  son  of  Bashe- 
math, the  wife  of  Esau." 

ADAIAH,  1 — [Ad'-avah.l  tk.iisitYi.esx 

AdAIAH  was  the  grandfather  of  King 
'JoBiah,  and  a  native  of  Boscath,  in 
the  low  lands  of  Judah.    2d  Kings, 

ADAIAH,   2— The  witness   of  the 

Atjaiah  was  a  Levite  of  the  Gersho- 
mite  branch,  and  the  ancestor  of  Asaph. 

1st.  Oh  ran.  vi:  41. 


ADAIAH,  3—  The  witness  of  the  Lord. 

Adaia.ii  voA  a  Ben iamite,  and  the 
son  of  Shimhi.     1st  C'hron.  viii:  21. 


ADAIAH,  h—ThemknessofihelMrd, 
Adaiaii  was  an  ancestor  of  Maaseiafa; 
one  of  the  captains  who  supported  H  e- 
hoiada,    2d  Ohion.  xxiii:  1. 

ADAIAH,  Ci—The  witness  of  the  Lord. 

AdAiah  was  one  of  the  descendants 

of  Bani,  who   had   married   a  foreign 

wifo  after  the  return  from  Babylon, 

Ezra,  x:  29. 

ADAIAH,  7— The  witness  of  the  Lord. 
Adaiaii  was  the  descendant  of  an- 
other Bani,  who  had  also  taken  a  for- 
eign wifo.     Ezra,  s :  39. 

ADAIAH,  8-  The  witness  of  the  Lord. 

Atkvtah  \v;i.h  ii,  man  of  -ludaLi,  oi'Uiu 
line  of  Pharez.     Neh.  xi:  5. 

ADAM— [Ad'am,]  earthy,  taken,  oui 
of  red  earth. 
Adam  was  the  first  man,  and  father 
of  the  human  race.  The  account  given 
of  his  origin  13  brief,  yet  clear.  After 
God  had  made  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  separated  the  light  from  the 
darkness,  he  made  the  firmament,  and 
separated  the  waters  above  the  firma- 
ment from  the  waters  below  it— then 
formed  the  earth  and  seas,  clothing  the 
earth  with  herbage.  Then  followed  the 
creation  of  the  celestial  luminaries,  sun, 
moon  and  stars,  to  give  light  by  day  and 
by  night;  also  to  measure  time  and 
make  periods  and  seasons  of  the  rolling 
years.  Then  followed  the  creation  of 
fish,  fowls  and  reptiles  in  general — 
aquatic  animals,  and  all  cattle  and  ani- 
mals that  were  to  subsist  on,  or  derive 
nourishment  from  the  earth.  And  then 
the  crowning  work  was  performed — man 
was  made.  "And  God  said,  Let  us 
make  man  in  our  imago,  after  our  like- 
ness, and  let  him  have  dominion  over 
the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  over  the  cattle,  and  over 
all  the  earth,  and  over  every  creeping 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  So 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in 
the  image  of  God  created  he  him,  male 
ami  I'cmak  ercalud  lie  them." 
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The  manner  in  -which,  man  was  created 
is  narrated  by  iho  sacred  historian,  viz : 
"And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the 
dust  of  the  ground,  and  breathed  into  his 
nostrils  the  breath  of  life,  and  he  became 
a  living  soul."  There  is  a  superiority 
in  the  mechanism  of  the  human  form 
over  any  other  creature  that  (iod  had 
made.  Ho  is  made  to  walk  erect,  while 
a!l  other  animals  move  in  some  other 
way.  Ho  is  constructed  so  that  he  can 
vise  his  bodily  powers  and  tho  different 
parts  of  his  beautiful  form  with  ease 
ami  appropriateness.  There  is  majesty 
and  true  greatness  matted  in  the  human 
body  when  it  is  compared  with  tho  body 
of  any  other  animal,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  inspired  writer, 
when. contemplating  it,  exclaimed,  "I 
am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made- 
marvelous  are  thy  works." 

But  man  was  mode  to  govern  the 
world.  God  gave  him  dominion  ever 
everything  else  ho  had  made.  He  was 
the  last,  the  masterpiece  of  creation. 
Everything  was  prepared  for  his  sub- 
sistence, convenience  and  pleasure. 
Tho  house  was  built  and  furnished,  then 
man  was  made  to  tenant  the  house.    He 

Sis  to  be  the  master  of  everything  else 
od  had  made,  and  hence  tho  domin- 
ion and  authority  was  given  Mm  by  his 
creator.  Tho  sceptre  was  placed  in  his 
hand  to  rule,  and  God  who  made  him 
capacitated  him  for  rule. 

Adam  possessed,  when  in  Ms  prim- 
eval state,  a  large  degree  of  knowledge. 
Not  only  were  Iris  bodily  powers  devel- 
oped—for he  was  formed  a  full  grown 
man— but  his  powers  of  mind  were  also 
developed,  ana  the  feelings  of  his  heart 
were  under  sanctifying  influence.  Ho 
was  ib  ado  in  tho  image  of  God,  which 
consists  of  righteousness  and  true  holi- 
ness. The  imago  of  God's  own  immor- 
tality was  stamped  upon  Ms  moral  na- 
ture. But  we  may  gather  some  idea  of 
M;i  knowledge  in  t.ho  fact  nan-ate d  in 
Gen.  ii ;  that  when  God  caused  the  an- 
imals to  pass  before  Adam,  he  gave 
names  to  them  all.  How  came  he  to 
do  this?  I  answer,  from  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  tho  nature  and  properties 
of  each  creature,  for  he  gave  to  every 
animal  an  appropriate  name.  It  is  well 
understood  that  the  names  given  to 
different  animals  in  scripture,  always 
express  some  feature  and  prominent 
characteristic  of  the  creature.  And  so 
it  is  with  the  proper  names  of  the  Bible ; 


they  denote  some  peculiarity  of  the  per- 
son they  designaic.  Adam's  knowledge 
was  complete.  And  is  not  this  circum- 
stance a  .strong  proof  of  the  perfection 
and  excellence  of  man  while  in  a  state 
of  innocence?  Among  the  numerous 
beings  God  had  formed,  there  was  no 
fit  companion  for  Adam,"  and  tho  great 
Greater  determined  to  make  him  an 
helpmeet,  and  tho  following  is  tho  state- 
ment given  of  (he  creation  of  woman: 
"And  the  Lord  God  caused  a  deep 
sleep  to  fail  upon  Adam,  and  he  slept: 
and  ho  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  closed 
up  the  flesh  instead  thereof.  And  the 
rib  which  the  Lord  G  od  had  taken  from 
man,  made  ho  a  woman,  and  brought 
her  unto  tho  man."  Adam  recognized 
her  at  once  as  a  proper  helpmeet  for 
him,  and  by  intuition,  or  by  immediate 
revelation  from  God,  he  knew  how  she 
had  been  formed,  for  ho  said,  "This  is 
now  bone  of  my  bono  and  flesh  of  my 
Mesh.  She  shall  ho  called  woman,  be- 
cause i.hc  was  taken  out  of  man.'1 

Adam  and  his  companion  thus  began 
life,  under  tho  grand  law  of  love.  But 
a  precept  was  given  them.  I  say  them 
because  Eve,  as  soon  as  she  took  her 
place  beside  Adam,  became  one  with 
him,  and  was  undertlmt  precept.  The 
precept  was  given  as  a  test  of  obedience 
and  a  proof  of  dependence  on  tho  Cre- 
ator, as  well  as  a  proof  that  the  state 
on  which  Adam  had  entered  was  atrial 
o"  probationary  stale. 

Adam  took  liia  position  in   Eih'iiu 


eat  of  it;  for  in  the  day  thou  eatcst 
thereof  tliou  shalt  surely  die. ' '  It  was 
not  long  after  Eve  waslormcd  until  she 
was  tempted  (o  take  of  the  forbidden 
fruit.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  plant- 
ing the  spirit  of  pride  in  her  heart. 
Desiring  to  ho  what  Satan  had  told  her 
they  should  bo,  "as  gods  knowing  good 
and  evil,"  and  "seeing  that  the  tree 
was  good  for  fond,  and  that  it  was  pleas- 
ant to  the  eyes,  and  a  trco  to  be  desired 
to  make  ono  wise,  she  took  of  the  fruit 
thereof  and  did  eat,  and  gave  also  to 
her  husband  with  her  and  he  did  eat," 
The  deed  isdone — God's  law  is  violated, 
and  the  dark  pall  of  iniquity  is  drawn 
over  the  nature  of  Mm  who,  a  few  mo- 
ments before,  was  pure.  The  Allsecing 
eye  was  upon  them  when  their  fidelity 
was  being  tested,  and  when  they  gave 
way  to  the  temptation,  the  recording 
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an  eel  that  had  written  so  far  the  history 
of  theb-  lives,  ■which  presented  no  stain 
on  their  character  or  flaw  in  their  eon- 
duct,  was  compelled  to  make  the  regis- 
ter: Maivis  fallen!  God's  creature  has 
revolted.  Oh,  what  sensations  must 
Adam';;  fall  have  produced  among  an- 
gels in  heaven !  They  knew  no  way 
of  escapo  from  the  awful  dilemma  into 
which  fin  had  hurled  them.  They  saw 
that  the  door  of  heaven  was  closed— 
that  God's  favor  was  fully  forfeited. 
And  Adam  and  his  fallen  companion 
tell  it  equally. 

In  hid  extremity  God  had  compassion 
upon  man,  and  in  the  Infinite  and 
Eternal  Mind  the  plan  of  salvation,  in- 
volving the  death  of  Christ,  was  formed, 
and  God  Rave  io  man,  in  the  condem- 
natory language  to  the  serpent,  the 
promise  of  a  Deliverer. 

Adam  grasped  that  promise,  and  no 
sooner  was  lie  driven  from  Eden  under 
the  blighting,  withering  curse  of  sin — 
a  slavo  of  passion  and  a  victim  of  grief, 
than  he  began  to  offer  sacrifice  to  God, 
and  Jook,  through  the  type,  for  the 
promised  a  tun  en  unit  for  sin  ;  and  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  covering  or  cloth- 
ing he  made  from  the  skins  of  animals, 
was  the  skins  of  animals  offered  in  sac- 
rifice. That  promise  of  "the  seed  of 
the  woman  that  wa3  to  bruise  the  head 
of  the  serpent,"  was  the  all-important 
theme  for  meditation  with  Adam  and 
Eve,  and  while  the  curse  that  was  pro- 
nounced upon  him,  "in  the  sweat  of 

til ,7  li'C!'  sh/ih  (lion  <-.::l  liveacl," 

iug  endnredfrom  day  to  day,  he  . 
in  tho  promised  deliverance  and  antici- 
pated the  close  of  his  earthly  career  and 
the  .joys  of  a  purer  clime. 

Unto  Adam  and  his  wife  were  born 
sons— Cain  tho  first-born  and  Abel  the 
second.  These  sons  grew  up  by  each 
others  side  and  enjoyed  the  pleasures 
of  life  with  their  parents,  but  in  an  evil 
hour  Cain  slew  Abel,  and  the  anguished 
parents  looked  on  the  lifeless  form  of 
the  second  son,  murdered  by  his  own 
brother.  There,  in  the  cold  form  of 
their  Abel,  was  the  first  emblem  of  their 
own  mortality.  What,  a  trial  for  these 
first  parents.  Their  elder  son  a  mur- 
derer— the  second  son  the  murdered— 
and  they  called  upon  to  deposit  in  the 
earth  the  mortal  remains,  while  that 
part  of  the  curso  sounded  in  their  ears, 

dust  thou  art  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return." 


There  is  no  account  of  the  family  of 
Adam  further  than  these  two  sons  and 
Sethj  except  that  Moses  tells  us  that 
"Adam  begat  sons  and  daughters;  "very 
likely  many  of  them,  for  ike  population 
of  earth  increased  rapidly,  and  Adam 
lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years. 

Adam  has  been  considered  a  type  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  hence  St.  Paul 
calls  Christ  the  "second  Adam,"  or  calls 
Adam  "  the  figure  of  him  who  was  to 
come."  Wo  may  mention,  as  concisely 
as  possible,  some  points  of  analogy,  or 
we  may  look  at  a  few  of  the  striking 
lineaments  of  "the  first  Adam,"  in 
which  the  features  of  "  the  second  Ad- 
am ' '  may  he  traced.  This  typical  re- 
lation may  bo  considered  sometimes  in 
similitude,  and  sometimes  in  contrast, 
am  was  formed  by  God,  and  Luke, 
tracing  the  genealogy  of  Christ  oil 
tlie  side  of  hi*  m  oilier,  the  ■drgiaManj^ 
calls  Adam  the  son  of  God.  Ho  was 
the  immediate  offspring — the  direct 
work  in  an  ship  —  of  the  great  Creator. 
80  Christ  was  the  son  of  God— ihe 
"  only  begotten  of  the  father."  Adam 
was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  which 
consisted  in  righteousness  and  true  ho- 
liness ;  hut  Christ  is  the  express  image 
God's  person  as  well  as  "the  bright- 
;  of  \.)h\  (ho  Father's  glory." 
The  first  Adam  was  made  a  living 
;  the  second  Adam  a  quickening 

All  the  generations  of  the  human 
co  have  sprung  from  Adam  — and 
fallen  in  him,  for  his  currur.t  fall  lias 
tainted  every  member  of  his  family. 
Because  of  his  sin,  death  lias  passed 
upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  sinned 
m  him.  How  eminently  did  he  thus 
that  one  man,  by  whoso  right- 
tile  free  gift  cornea  upon  all 
imtojnatificalion  of  life.  No  man,  since 
Christ  has  beconio  the  atonement  for 
sin,  will  be  lost  for  Adam's  transgres- 
sion. The  platform  of  the  atonement 
is  wide  as  the  world  is  wide— the  arms 
of  Jesus'  mighty  heart  encircle  the  en- 
tire family  of  man.  All  will  be  saved 
in  Christ  who  are  not  accountable  for 
their  conduct,  as  infants,  idiots,  and 
probably  a  part  of  the  heathen  world, 
and  all  that  are  accountable  who  will 
be  saved,  may  be  saved,  upon  a  com- 
pliance with  the  conditions  of  salvation 
—repentance  and  faith.  Adam  was  the 

flory  of  the  first  creation  and  former 
ispensation;  Christ  was  the  glory  and 
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y  of  the  new  creation,  whioh 
o  call  redemption,  and  of  the  latter 
dispensation.  "Redemption  'twas  cre- 
ation more  sublime." 

In  Adam  human  nature  shone  in 
beautiful  colors  in  the  first  fit  ate  ;  but 
by  the  transgression  be  tarnished  that 
nature.  In  Christ  the  lost  beauty  is 
restored,  and  many  lost  rolati  on  ships  to 
God  regained.  And  human  nature  is 
presented  again  in  loveliness  in  the  per- 
son of  the  risen  and  ascended  media- 
tory Savior. 

We  look  on  Jesus  on  the  mount  of 
transfiguration  and  think  of  the  glorifi- 
cation awaiting  our  humanity.  Wo  sec 
him,  after  hia  resurrection,  appearing 
at  the  tomb — at  the  sea-side — in  the 
country— and  in  the  room  in  Jerusalem 
when  the  disciples  met.  We  hear  him 
saying  to  unbelieving  Thomas,  "Handle 
me,  for  a  spirit  hath  not  flesh  and  blood 
as  ye  sen  me  have."  And  we  see  the 
human  nature  glorified  in  heaven  as 
our  Advocate,  touched  with  the  feel- 
ing of  our  inlirmities,"  pleads  for  us. 
As  be  is,  so  shall  we  he.  "  We  shall 
bo  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as 
he  is." 

Adam  and  Christ  boar  a  striking  re- 
semblance in  respect  to  dominion  and 
authority.  "Thou  madost  him  to 
have  dominion  over  the  works  of  Thy 
hands.7'  Christ,  we  are  assured,  when 
here  among  men,  exercised  unlimited 
authority  over  the  whole  natural  world, 
a  manner  to  which  Adam  could 


devils  fled  at  his  command — the  winds 
and  waves  obeyed  him — diseases  of  all 
kinds  were  cured  at  his  word— cripples 
were  made  sound—and  even  the  dead 
came  back  to  life  at  his  pleasure,  while 
the  grave,  when  he  spake,  yielded  its 

Jictim,  and  the  worms  gave  up  their 
jod.  Gen.  i,  ii,  iii,  v;  Rom.  v:  12-19: 
1st  Cor.  xv:2I. 

ADBEEL-[Ad'-be-e!,]  a  vapor,  a 

a  clmul  of  Cud.,  a-  rtrrr  of  (hid. 

AttREEijwas  one  of  tho  sons  of  Ish- 

mael  and  tho  head  of  a  powerful  tribe 

or  family  of  the  Ishmaolites.     Genesis, 

xxv ;  13. 

ADDT— [Ad'-di,]  my  ibUmss,  adorned, 
passage,  ■prey. 
Addi  was  the  son  of  Cosain  and  tho 
father  of  Melchi.     lie  was  one  of  tho 


ADER.— [A'-der.] 

AdEH  was  a  Benjamite  and  the  son 
of  Beriah.  He  was  chief  of  the  inhabi- 
tants el'  Ai.ja.jon.     1st  Chron.  viii:  15. 

ADIEL,  1— [Ad'-I-el,]  a  witness  of  tU 

Adiel  was  a  prince  of  tho  tribe  of 
Simoon  and  descended  from  tho  pros- 
perous family  of  Bhimoi.  lie  took  part 
in  the  murderous  raid  made  by  his 
tribe  upon  the  peaceful  shepherds  in 
tho  valley  of  Gideon,  during  the  reign 
ofllezekiah.     IstChron.  iv:  30-43. 

ADIEL,  2— A  witness  of  the  Lord. 

Amel  was  a  priest  and  ancestor  of 
JIaasiai.     IstChron.  ix:  12. 

ADIEL,  8— A  witness  of  the.  Lord. 

Adiel  was  an  ancestor  of  Azmaveth. 
tho  treasurer  of  King  David.  1st 
Chron.  xxvli:  25. 

ADIN— -[Ad'-din,]  adorned,  dainty. 

Adin  was  the  ancestor  of  a  family 
who  returned  with  Zerubhahel  to  the 
number  of  sis  hundred  and  fifly-fivo; 
and  there  were  several  others  of  that 
family  that  accompanied  Ezra  from 
Babylon,  and  they  joined  themselves 
with  Nehomiah,  the  Tirshatha,  in  a 
covenant  to  separate  themselves  from 
the  heathen.  Ezra,  ii:  35;  viii:  6: 
Neh.  x:  16. 

ADINA— fA-di'-nah.l 

Adina  was  one  of  David's  captains 
beyond  the  Jordan  and  a  chief  of  the 
Renbemtes.  1st  Chron.  xi:  42.  He 
is  represented  as  having  command  of 
thirty  men ;  but  it  is  supposed  that  the 
rendering  ought  to  be,  that  there  were 
thirty  officers  inferior  to  him,  just  as 
Benaiali  was  superior  to  the  thirty 
named  in  1st  Chvou.  xxvil. 

ADINO- [A-di'-no.] 

Adino  was  an  Eznite.  He  is  called 
in  2d  Sam.  xxiii:  8,  tho  Tachmonite, 
but  in  1st  Chron.  xi:  11,  Jashobeam 
the  Hachmonite.  Ho  was  one  of  Da- 
vid's three  mightiest  heroes.  Next  to 
Adino  was  Dodo  tho  Ah^hitc3  and  after 
him  wasShammahtliellararrte.  There 
are  thiiiv-f.even  valiant  men  of  David 
mentioned  in  2d  Sam.  xxiii:  8-3<J.   This 
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Adltio  "  lifted  up  his  spear  against 
tight  hundred  vAvmi  he  slew  at  one 
lime."     2d  8am.  ssiii :  8. 

ADLAI  —  [Ad-l&'-i,]  my  witness,  my 

m-immmt. 
Adlai  was  a  herdsman  and  one  of 
I  he  principal  ones  in  eliai-cfu  of  Dand's 
herds.     1st  Chron.  xxvii :  29. 

ADMATHA—  [Ad'-ma-thanJ  a  cfovd 

ff  dcctlh,  <:,  mortal  vapor. 
Adjiatha  wan  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  Kin;."  ALasuerus,  referred  to 
wiih  others,  in  Est.  i :  14. 

ADNA-[Ad'-na.]  _ 

Ad  ma  was  a  Levile,  who  married  a 
wife  contrary  to  Jewish  law,  during  the 
captivity,  but  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews  he  forsook  her.  Ezra,  x :  3,  &c 
He,  with  several  others,  had  taken  a 
strange  wife.  But  they  :i!i  entered  into 
a  solemn  covenant  to  put  them  away, 
with  the  children  that  were  [join  unto 

AI)N  AH,  1— [Ad'-nah,]  rest,  testimony, 
eternal. 
Adma  was  a  warrior  of  the  tribe  of 
Manasseh,   who  joined  the    party  of 
Kins  David.     1st  Chron.  xii:  20. 

ADNAH,  2—!?,<sL  tnivri'my,  flrnial. 

AliXAlI  was  one  of  King  Jehosha- 
phnt's  generals  lie  was  of  the  tribe 
of  Judali.  and  a  chief  among  the  war- 
riors.    2d  Chron.  svii :  14. 

ADONAI— [Ad'-o-na,[  my  Lord, 
AiiONAT  is  one  of  the  plural  names 

of  the  Deity.  The  Jews  use  this  name 
for  some  cause  or  other,  instead  of  the 
n;'.me  Jehovah.  It  maybe  their  re ver- 
enoe  for  God,  and  awe  excited  by 
the  manifestation  made  to  Moses  at 
Horeb,  or  the  divine  power  displayed 
when  Moses  went  with  Aaron  his  bro- 
ther to  satisfy  the  elders  of  Israel  that 
God  intended  to  emancipate  them,  ei 
when  he  stood  before  Pharaoh  and  de- 
manded their  freedom.  God  said  unto 
Moses,  "  I  am  the  Lord  and  I  appeared 
unto  Abraham,  unto  Isaac,  and  unto 
Jacob  by  the  name  of  God  Almighty, 
but  by  my  name  Jehovah  was  I  not 
Itnown."  The  Jews  of  modern  times 
read  Adonai  in  the  room  of  Jehovah 
often  as  they  meet  with  the  name 
the  Hebrew  text.     TLo  ancient  Je' 


ADONIBE2EK-[Ad'-o-ne-bee'-Kekl 

Tholi'jhtnhitj n) 'ike Lord,  /he Lord, 

ASohujezek,  the  king  of  Be/ek,  was 
taken  as  a'  captive  by  the  associated 
tribes  of  Judan  and  Simon  soinctimo 

after  the  death  of  Joshua.  They  took 
his  capital  and  made  him  a  prisoner, 
and  they  punished  him  by  cutting  off 
his  thumbs  and  great  toes,  that  he 
might  never  again  be  ab'e  to  draw  I  he 
bow,  or  handle  the  sword  in  war.  He 
seems  to  have  acknowledged,  in  this 
punishment,  a  just  vengeance  upon  him 
for  his  cruelty  toward  conquered  prin- 
ces in  Canaan  in  the  clays  of  his  pros- 
perity. In  Judges  i :  7  he  says,  "Three 
score  and  ten  kin/rs  having  their  thumbs 
and  their  great  Iocs  cutoff,  gathered 
their  meat  under  my  table :  as  I  have 
done  so  God  hath  requited  me."  He 
seems  to  have  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  and  a  proper  idea  of  a  Di- 
vine .Providence.  .Ho  feels  that  God 
has  brought  hiiu  to  the  same  stale  and 
condition  to  which  he  had  cruelly  re- 
duced the  kings  whom  he  had  eon- 
red.  In  this  miserable  condition  he 
l:!riHia,:-!i-.  io  Je;-!..i;;Li!.oin.  and  Shorn  ha 

died. 

The  three-score  and  ten  kings  that 
hud  been  taken  by  lii.m,  probably  about 
the  time  Joshua  entered  Canaan,  were 
:--iiii()].V  el)  iefi  aim*  or  heads  of  some  tribes 
inhabiting  the  kind  ;  or  it  may  be  they 
simply  military  officers. 

ADONIJAH— [Ad-o-ni'-jah]  the  Lord 
is  my  master. 

Adonijaii  was  the  fourth  son  of 
King  David,  born  at  Hebron.  Amnon, 
the  eldest,  had  been  killed  by  Absa- 
lom;  and. Absalom  was  killed  in  the' 
rebellion  against  David;  and  Chileab 
was  either  dead  or  inactive,  for  we  hear 
nothing  of  him  ;  and  David  himself, 
though  not  a  very  old  man,  was  feeble 
and  infirm. 

Adomjah  made  an  attempt  to  seize 
the  kin  adorn  of  Israel  :im\  reign  in  the 
stead  of  his  father.  Like  Absalom,  his 
brother,  he  prepared  himself  a  royal 
equipage  of  chariots,  horses  and  horse- 
men, and  fifty  men  to  run  before  him. 
David,  the  king,  saw  all  this,  but  did 
not  suspect  his  full  designs.^  He  cer- 
tainly intendi 
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Bathshoba,  to  reign  after  him  ;  but  yet 
lie  was  not  displeased  with  AdomjaVs 
display,  nor  did  he  interfere  with  him 
until  he- was  informed  by  Nathan,  the 
prophet,  of  the  fact  that  Adonijah  had 
wasod  powerful,  and  that  Joab,  the 
general;  and  Abiathar,  the  high  priest 
were  with  him;  that  the  king's  sons, 
except  Solomon,  were  then  attending  a 
feast,  or  splendid  entertainment,  at  En- 
rogel,  and  were  making  him  king ;  that 
all  the  great  men  of  the  nation  were 
joining  the  new  king,  except  tho  few 
that  were  interested  for  Solomon. 

David  listened  to  Nathan,  the  pro- 
phet, and  Bathsheba,  the  mother  of 
Solomon,  as  they  applied  to  him.  Tho 
opposers  of  Adonijah  were  ordered,  at 
once,  to  anoint  Solomon  to  the  throne. 
As  sood  as  he  was  made  king,  and  the 
■shouts  of  applause  went  out  for  him, 
Adonijah  and  his  party  became  alarmed 
and  disparted,  wishing  no  longer  to  ho 
known  as  connected  with  the  move' 
ment.  Adonijah  him  self  flew  for  pro- 
tection to  the  sanctuary  and  took  hold 
of  tho  horns  of  the  altar,  and  plead  for 
his  life.  The  newly  made  king  Solo- 
mon was  informed  of  his  position  and 
terror,  and  sent  him  word  that  his  life 
should  ho  safe,  provided  he  demeaned 
himself  properly  in  the  future.  He 
came  and  yirosenied  himself  before  Sol- 
omon, and  waa  forgiven,  and,  by  the 
king,  ordered  to  retire  to  his  own  house. 

After  the  death  of  David,  Adonija.li 
set  his  heart  npoc  the  beautiful  yotmsj 
woman  why  had  charge  of  his  father 
during  the  last  year  of  bis  life,  and  do- 
sired  her  for  a  wife ;  and,  so  great  was 
his  desire,  he  asked  the  queen  mother 
to  intercede  with  Solomon  in  his  he- 
half,  that  Abishng  might  be  given  him 
to  he  his  wife.  Solomon  suspected  this 
as  a  project,  on  the  part  of  Adonijah, 
to  obtain  the  kingdom,  and  ordered 
Benaiah,  his  general,  to  kill  him,  and 

ft  is  very  doubtful  whether  Solomon 
was  justifiable  in  this  act,  or  whether 
Adonijah  at  all  deserved  death.  He 
knew  that  Abishag,  the  Shunammite, 
was  selected  for  David  and  married  to 
him  without  any  special  affection  on 
the  part  of  either,  and  that  she  had 
faithfully  served  him  as  a  nurse  the 
last  few  months  of  his  life,  and  she  was 
a  beautiful  woman.  There  is  but  very 
little  reason  to  believe,  from  what  is 
irecorded,  that  he  was  at  all  treacherous 


APONTKAM— [Ad-o-ni'-kam,]  the. 
Lord  in  raised,  my  Lord  hath 
raised  me. 

Adokikam  was  one  of  tho  captives 
who  returned  from  the  Babylonian  cap- 
tivity. He  is  mentioned  in  Ezra,  ii: 
13,  with  six.  hundred  and  sixty-six  of 
his  family  or  relationship,  who  went  up 
with  Zerubbabel  from  Babylon  to  Je- 
nisiilem  and  Judah. 

There  are  two  things  that  have  been 
noticed  rather  remarkable,  respecting 
Adonikam.  The  first  is  his  name  as  a 
character  of  Antichrist,  and  the  second 
is  his  children  numbered  six  hundred 
and  sixty-six,  corresponding  with  the 
number  of  the  beast.    Bey.  xiii:  IS. 

"Let  him  that  bath  mid -refunding 
count  the  number  of  the  beast,  for  it  is 
the  number  of  a  man,  and  his  number 
i  hundred,  three  score  and  six." 

ADONIRAM—  [Ad-o-ni'-ram,]  my 
Lord  is  mod  kvjiu  the  Lord  of 
might  and,  deration. 
Adonikam  was  the  principal  receiver 
of  Solomon's  tribute.  He  wasprobahJy 
the  same  as  is  mentioned  in  2d  Sam. 
xx:  24,  called  Adoram,  who  was  the 
chief  receiver  of  the  taxes  for  David. 
It  is  likely  that  Solomon  retained  him 
in  that  office.  When  Hiram,  king  of 
Tyre,  made  a  league  with  Solomon  to 
furnish  materials  for  the  building  of 
the  temple,  Solomon  raised  a  levy  of 
thirt.y  thousand  men  and  sent  them  to 
the  forests  of  Lebanon  to  cut  and  how 
timbers  with  the  Sidonians,  and  he 
placed  Adoniram  over  the  levy  as  su- 
perintendent of  the  thirty  thousand 
men. 

ADONIZBDEK— (Ad'-o-ne-zee'dek,] 

justice  of  the  Lord. 
Adonizedek  was  tho  king  of  Jeru- 
salem when  Joshua  with  Israel  entered 
the  land  of  Canaan.  When  he  wan  in- 
formed that  Joshua  had  taken  Jericho 
and  Ai,  and  that  the  Ctibeonitfts  had 
given  themselves  up  to  Ism  el,  be  joined 
himself:  with  the  kings  of  Hebron,  Jar- 
muth,  Laehisli,  and  Bglon,  to  attack 
and  slaughter  the  Gribeonites.  He  in- 
tended to  punish  them  for  giving  them- 
selves up,  and  also  deter  any  other 
kingdoms  from  submitting  to  the  in- 
vaders. 
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The  Gibeonitcs  informed  Joshua,  and 
asted  of  him  protection.  He  gave  it  to 
them  by  engaging  with  the  allied  troops 
in  a  hard-fought  battle,  in  which  ho 
conquered  them;  for  God  helped  Israel 
to  fight,  for  "the  Lord  cast  down  great 
hail-stones  from  heaven  upon  thorn." 
It  was  in  this  contest,  on  the  part  of 
Israel  for  victory,  that  tho  strange  phe- 
nomenon appeared  of  the  sun  standing 
still  and  the  moon  staying.  Joshua  saw 
that  God  had  given  him  a  glorious  vic- 
tory— that  the  enemies  of  Israel  were 
put  to  flight:  yet  be  saw  that  the  day 
Was  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that 
there  was  a  probability  of  .some  of  the 
enemy  escaping  under  the  cover  of  the 
coming  night;  and  he  supposed  that 
those  who  escaped  would  rally  again, 
and  that  he  would  have  to  meet  them 
on  a  field  of  battlo;  hence,  he  desired 
sufficient  time  to  complete  the  victory, 
and  make  an  entire  destruction  of  the 
confederate  armies.  Being  impressed 
with  strong  faith  in  God,  he  asked  Him 
to  perform  tho  most  wonderful  miracle 
that  had  ever  been  wrought,  viz.,  to  ar- 
rest the  sun  in  his  course,  and  so  pro- 
long the  day  that  ho  might  accomplish 
the  destruction  of  his  enemies.  He 
said,  "Sun,  stand  thou  still  upon  Gib- 
eon;  and  thou,  moon,  in  tho  valley  of 
Ajalon."  The  miracle  was  performed. 
"The  sun  stood  still  in  the  midst  of 
heaven,  and  hasted  not  to  go  down 
about  a  whole  day. ' '  There  never  had 
boon  before,  nor  lias  there  been  since,  a 
period  of  time  when  the  sun  was  kept 
so  long  above  the  horizon. 

But  the  five  kings  hid  themselves, 
for  though  their  soldiery  fell,  or  were 
captured,  (hey  escaped.    Their  biding 

5 lace  was  a  cave  near  Makkedah.  When 
oshua  learned  it  he  stopped  the  mouth 
of  tho  cave  with  large  stones  for  a  few 
hours,  until  Israel  would  have  sufficient 
leisure  to  execute  them.  At  the  close 
of  tho  lengthened  day,  when  the  battle 
was  ended,  Joshua  bad  them  brought 
out,  and  made  bis  principal  officers 
trample  on  their  necks.  This  was  done 
not  only  as  a  token  of  tho  present  com- 
plete victory,  but  as  a  token  of  their 
approaching  triumph  overall  their  ene- 
mies now  inhabiting  this  land!  This  is 
the  interpretation  given  of  the  act  by 
Joshua  himself.  Having  thus  hum- 
bled theso  five  kings,  ho  slew  them  and 
hanged  them  on  five  trees ;  and  as  the 
sun  was  setting,  he  ordered  them  to  be 


taken  down  and  their  bodies  to  he 
thrown  into  the  cave  where  they  hid 
Josh,  x :  3-15. 


ADORAM,  1— [A-do'-ram,]    their 

bimdJ!.  ikvi.v  f;oiw,  iJiny  pivitr,. 
Adorah  is  referred  to  in  1st  C-liroiL 
;iii:  10.     He  was  the  son  of  Ton, 
king  of  Hamath,  and  sent  to  congratu- 
late David  on  his  victory  over  Hada- 


ADORAM,  2— Their  beauty,  their 
'power,  their  praise. 
AdOEAM  was  the  general  receiver  of 
tribute,  and  is  referred  to  in  2d  Sam. 
xv, :  '24,  as  Tieing  "set  over  the  trib- 
ute." Ho  may  bo  the  same  person  as 
Adoniram,  who  was  receiver  of  Solo- 
's trihute  and  (lie  director  of  the 
who  cut  timber  in  tho  forests  of 
Lebanon.     1st  Kings,  v:  14, 

ADORAM,  'A— Their  beauty,  their 
power,  their  firavx. 
Adoram,  or  Hadoram,  was  King 
Rehoboam's  chief  treasurer  and  the 
overseer  of  his  works.  Rehoboam  sent 
him  to  deal  with  the  ton  revolting 
tribes,  and,  if  possible,  reduce  them  to 
tbeir  allegiance.  They  became  angry 
at  him,  and,  charging  him  with  en- 
couraging their  ojijiicssivo  taxes,  they 
stoned  him  to  death.  1st  Kings,  xii: 
18;  2dChron.  x:  IS. 

ADRAMMELECH— [Ad-Tam'-me- 
lek,]  the  cloak  or  tjlorii  of  the  king. 

ArmAMMELECH  was  a  son  of  Sen- 
nacherib, king  of  Assyria,  who  invaded 
tho  kingdom  of  Judah  in  tho  time  of 
Hezekiah.  Adrammelech  was  proba- 
bly named  after  one  of  the  gods  of  the 
men  of  Sepliarvaim.  We  know  but 
little  about  him.  savo  that  in  company 
with  Sharczcr,  his  brother,  he  mur- 
dered the  Ling,  his  father.  This  act 
was  committed  by  tho  two  sons  upon 
Sennacherib  whilo  he  was  engaged  in 
worshiping  in  the  house  of  Nisroch,  his 
God.  It  is  supposed  that  these  sons 
had  learned  that  their  father  intended 
to  sacrifice  them  to  this  god,  and  that 
thoy  determined  to  prevent  this  by 
slaying  him. 

Tho  rabbins  say  that  he  consulted  his 
wise  men  to  know  why  it  was  that  such 
miracles  were  performed  for  the  Israel- 
ites. They  informed  him  that  it  was 
because  of  the  virtue    and  merit  of 
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Abraham,  who  offered  up  Isaap  on  Mt. 
Moriah.  He  tlica  said  lie  would  slay 
bis  two  sons,  but  they  prevented  it  by 
Blaring  him.  It  may  be  they  were 
actuated  to  this  by  some  great  preju- 
dice against  hi  in  and  not  by  fear  of  be- 
ing sacrificed  by  him.  After  they  had 
murdered  him  thqy  fled  into  Armenia, 
and  wo  hear  nothing  further  of  them. 
2d  Kings,  sis:  37. 

ADRIEL—  [A'-dri-el,]   the  Jack  of 

God. 

Adetel  was  the  son  of  Barzillai,  to 
whom  Saul  gave  his  daughter  Merab 
to  wife,  when  he  should  have  given  her 
to  David.  1st  Sam.  xyiii:  19.  '-'But 
it  came  to  pass  at  the  time  when  Me- 
rab, Haul's  daughter,  should  have  been 
given  to  David,  that  she  was  given  unto 
Adriel,  the  Meholatbito  to  wife."  In 
2d  Sam.  xsi:  8,  ho  is  said  to  be  the 
son  of  Barziihii,  (be  .Ucholnthitc. 

Adriel  had  five  sons  as  the  result  cf 
Lis  marriage,  and  they  were  all  put  to 
death  by  tha  Oibeomtcs,  with  tbo  sons 
oflilsincih,  Hani's  wife— all  ibr  the  cru- 
elty of  Saul  to  them  at  some  time  dur- 
ing his  reign. 

AGABUS— [Ag'-a-bus,]  a  locust,  the 
fcati- 1  if  the  father. 

Agabus  was  a  prophet  who  foretold 
the  famine  that  happened  in  the  days 
of  Claudius  Cesar.  It  was  at  Antioch 
that  a  number  of  prophets  from  Jeru- 
salem bad  assembled,  and  among  them 
Agabus  "stood  up  and  signified,  by  tbo 
spirit,  that  there  should  be  great  dearth 
throughout  all  the  world,  which  came 
to  pass  in  the  days  of  Claudius  Cesar." 

Wo  know  but  little  about  this  pro- 
phet, for  he  is  mentioned  in  only  one 
other  place  besides  the  quotation  made 
above.  Ho  was  probably  a  Jew,  who, 
whether  he  was  converted  to"  Chris- 
tianity or  not,  was  under  the  influence 
of  the  spirit  of  inspiration.  This  pro- 
phecy was  fulfilled  shortly  after  it  was 
made. 

A  sabus  visited  Paul  at  Cesareaand 
foretold  bis  being  bound  at  Jerusalem, 
Ho  came,  it  may  be,  from  Judea  spe- 
cially to  have  an  interview  with  this 
apostle  and  tell  him  what  was  before 
him.    His  actions')  and  bniguago,  in  pr. 

Shecy.  are  very  much  like  tho-o  oft! 
!d  To-;  tame  n't  prophets.     He  used 
very  significant  emblem  in  opening  his 
prophecy,  vbi :  the  girdle  of  Paul.   The 


he  made  of  it  was  to  bind  his  own 
hands  and  feet,  emblematical  of  what 

was  about  to  be  done  to  him  to  whom 
he  was  si.; caking,  lie  claimed  divine 
authority  for  what  ho  was  about  to 
utter.  The  Holy  Ghost  saith  :  "So 
shall  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  hind  the 
man  that  owncth  this  girdle,  andtball 
deliver  him  up  unto  the  Gentile:." 
The  meaning  of  the  prophecy  was  that 
the  Jews  would  seek  his  hie;  but  as 
they  had  not  the  power  of  life  and 
death,  they  would  apply  to  the  Romans 
avid  demand  that  (bo  sentence  of  death 
be  pronounced  upon  him. 

Now,  (bis  prediction  of  Agabns  was 
literally  fuaiilod  when  the  chief  captain 
took  him  and  commanded  him  to  be 
bound  with  two  chains." 
It  is  supposed,  by  some,  that  Agabus 
.tt'eved  iiiarivi'doiii,  as  a  Christian,  at 
Antioch.     Acts,  si :  28 ;  xxi :  10. 

AGAG-[A'.gag,]  roof,  floor. 

Agag  was  a  common  name  of  the 
kings  of  Atnalck,  as  Pharaoh  was  of 
the  kings  of  Egypt.  There  are  two 
"  'Vsc  kings  that  Scripture  history 
ks  of— one  in  the  time  of  Israel's 
journeying*  in  the  wilderness  and  the 
other  in  the  time  of  Eli  and  Samuel. 
Of  the  former  wo  learn  in  the  pro- 
phecy of  Balaam  when  called  to  curse 
Israel.  In  one  single  phrase  v:e  have 
the  greatness  of  Agag,  as  king  of  Ama- 
lek, presented.  Of  Israel  ho  says: 
"And  his  king  shall  be  higher  than 
Agag,  and  his  kingdom  shall  he  ex- 
alted." 

This  Agag  was  king,  probably,  when 
Joshua  fought  with  Amalek  and  was 
victorious;  for  Amalek  was  dicomft- 
ted  and  Israel  prevailed;  and  God  de- 
termined, at  that  time,  to  destroy  this 
people,  and  made  known  hi;;  determin- 
ation in  the  following  language:  "I 
will  utterly  put  out  the  remembrance 
of  Amalek  from  under  heaven."  Avd 
Moses  said:  "Because  the  Lonlh  h 
sworn  that  the  Lord  will  have  war 
with  Amalek  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration." 

About  four  hundred  years  after  ibis, 
God  commanded  Saul,  by  the  month 
of  Samuel,  to  destroy  the  Amalekifes, 
as  recorded  in  1st  Samuel,  xv.  Saul 
mustered  an  army  of  two  hundred 
t hour-anil  footmen  and  ten  thon-and 
men  of  Judah.  The  command  given 
by  God  was,  to   utterly  destroy  men, 
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women,  and  children,  with  all  that  they 
possessed.  Saul  passed  through  the 
country  as  a  conqueror,  smiting  the 
Am  ale  kites  from  Ilavilah  unto  Shur, 
and  ho  took  Agag,  the  king  of  the 
people  with  whom  lie  warred,  alive. 
In  this  he  displeased  i  he  Lord ;  but  lie 
also  spared  the  host  of  the  sheep  and 
oxen,  and  falling.1!  and  lambs;  and  in 
this,  also,  ho  displeased  the  Lord. 

When  Saul  met  Samuel  (ho  next  day 
after  ho  arrived  at  Gilgal,  ho  declared 
ho  had  performed  tho  commandment 
of  the  Lord.  Samuel  asked  him,  if 
(hat  were  the  case,  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  the  bleating  of  tho  sheep  and 
the  lowing  of  the  oxen  within  hearing. 
He  answered  that  the.  people  had 
spared  them  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord. 
Samuel  then  charged  him  with  diso- 
beying God,  and  assured  him  that  "to 
obey  was  better  than  sacrifice,  and  to 
hearken  than  tho  fat  of  ram:;;"  told 
him  that  God  was  angry  with  him  for 
hi.-t  ein— had  rent  his  newly  formed 
kingdom  and  given  it  to  his  neighbor. 

Samuel  then  Kent  for  Agag,  the  king 
of  the  Amalekitcs,  and  charged  upon 
him  tho  sins  he  had  committed — espe- 
cially that  of  his  cruelty  in  making 
women  childless  with  the  sword— and 
then  assured  turn  that  his  death  had 
been  determined  upon,  and  that  his 
mother  should  that  day  be  childless 
among  women.  And  Samuel  hewed 
Agag  in  pieces  before  the  Lord,  1st 
Sam.  xv :  0-32. 

AG-EE-[Ag'-eo.] 

Agee,  the  Hararitc.  was  the  father 
of  Sha.mm.ah.  one  of  David's  mighty 

men,  who  fought  bravely  against  the 
i'l.ili-jiio:-;.     '2d  8am.  xxiii;  11 

AGRIPPA,  1— [A-grip'-pah,]  one  who 

at  his  birth,  catwa  firca!.  pt'iii. 

Aoeippa,  .usually  styled  Herod 
Agrippa,  was  the  son  of  Maiiarane 
and  Aristobulus,  and  grandson  of  He- 
rod the  Great ;  and  he  was  the  brother 
of  Hcrodias,  who  was  married  to  Herod 
IheTotrarch,  of  Galileo,  who  beheaded 
John  the  Baptist. 

Herod  the  Great  sent  Agrippa  to 
Rome  to  procure  an  education,  partly, 
and  partly  to  make  his  court  to  Tibe- 
rius. While  in  Rome  he  formed  strong 
attachments  for  the  young  prince  Cal- 
igula. Tiberius  hearing  that  Agrippa 
wished  him  dead  that  Caligula  might 
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reign  in  his  stead,  became  enraged  at 
him  and  east  him  into  prison.  But 
when  the  young  prince  came  to  the 
throne  ho  released  llcrod  and  gave  him 

chain-  of  gold  and  a  royal  diadem,  for 
,.ie  hard  treatment  of  Tiberius  did  not 
change  the  feeling  of  Cains  Caligula 
toward  him.  He  made  him  king  of 
Bataviaand  Trachonitas,  and  afterward 
ol.'Abiiciie. 

Tho  newly  made  emperor,  desiring 
to  be  worshiped,  commanded  to  have 
his  statue  set  up  in  the  temple  at  Je- 
rusalem ;  hut  his  design  in  this  matter 
was  so  much  opposed  that  they  who 
had  charge  of  it  were  compelled  to  de- 
sist, and  in  a  letter  they  sent  him  an 
account  of  the  resistance  which  they 
met.  Herod  Agrippa  was  as  much  op- 
posed to  it  as  were  other  Jews,  and 
wrote  to  Caligula,  setting  forth  the 
impropriety  of  the  scheme,  and  the 
wrong  that  would  be  clone  the  Jews  by 
thus  defiling  their  temple.    He  was  so 


his  statue  in  the  temple. 

Herod  Agrippa  was  still  at  Rome 
when  Claudius  was  made  emperor,  and 
contributed  much  to  establish  bis  dig- 
nity and  power,  and  with  his  advice 
and  counsel  he  helped  Claudius  much 

the  beginning  of  his  reign.  Tho 
emperor  rewarded  him  by  giving  liim 
all  Judea  and  the  kingdom  of  Chalets, 
and  he  entered  at  onco  upon  the  work 
of  governing  his  dominions,  and  be- 
came very  popular  among  the  people. 
With  a  desire  to  please  the  Jews,  who 
were  persecuting  the  Christians,  he  put 
to  death  James,  the  son  of  Zebedee, 
and  cast  Peter  info  prison,  intending  to 
bring  about  his  death,  too;  but  in  this 
he  did  not  succeed  —  Providence  de- 
leted his  designs. 

Ho  went  to  Cesareii  to  celebrate 
...imcsin  honor  of  the  Reman  emperor. 
To  that  place  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  who  had  offended  him,  sent 
messengers  to  him  to  beg  his  pardon 
for  tho  offence.  Ho  attended  to  the 
message  of  tho  deputation,  appearing 
before  them  dressed  in  a  robe  tissued 
(villi  silver,  on  which,  when  the  sun' 
shone,  a  marvelous  lustre  was  created. 
The  conference  lie  had  with  them  was  in 
tho  theatre.  He  began  his  speech,  and' 
as  ho  proceeded  tho  audience  became 
enraptured,  and  began- to  say  "it  is  the 
voice  of  a  God  and  not  of  man."     In- 
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stead  of  rebuking  them  for  their  impi- 
ous flatteries,  he  received  them  with  an 
air  of  satisfaction.  The  pride  of  his 
heart  was  so  great  that  he  looked  upon 
them  with  complacency.  God  pun- 
ished liim  for  liia  pride.  The  angel  of 
the  Lord  smote  him  directly  with  a 
most  tormenting  disease  in  his  towels, 
and  ho  was  oaten  np  by  worms  and 
died.  It  was  probably  but  a  few  hours 
From  the  time  that  ho  entered  the 
theatre,  dressed  in  gaudy  attire,  to 
have  his  interview  with  the  deputation 
until  in  excruciating  agony  he  departed 
this  life.  Ho  left  behind  him  a  sod  of 
the  same  name,  and  three  daughters, 
viz :  Bernico,  Mariamne  and  Brasilia. 
Acts,  xii. 

AGRIPPA,  2—  One,  wlio  at  Ms  birth 
causes  tjiTat  pain. 

AaarpPA,  the  son  of  Herod  Agrippa, 
was  at  Home  with  the  emperor  Clau- 
dius when  his  father  died.  The  em- 
peror was.  much  attached  to  Agrippa, 
and_,  though  he  was  very  young,  was 
inclined  to  give  him  all  the  dominions 
possessed  by  his  father  at  the  time  of 
his  death  ;  but  his  courtiers  dissuaded 
him  from  this. 

A  short  time  after  this,  the  governor 
of  Syria  thought  to  compel  the  Jews 
to  place  the  ornaments  of  their  high 
priest  in  the  tower  of  Antonia,  and 
under  the  charge  of  a  Roman  guard, 
but,  by  the  influence  of  Agrippa,  the 
emperor  consented  that  they  might 
keep  them  themselves. 

Herod,  king  of  Chalois,  and  uncle  to 
Agrippa,  died,  whereupon  the  emperor 
gave  his  dominions  to  him;  but  four 
years  after  the  kingdom  was  taken 
from  him,  and,  in  the  stead  of  it,  the 
provinces  of  Gaulonites,  Trachonites, 
Batanea,  Paueas,  and  Abilene,  were 
given ;  and  to  these  provinces  Nero 
added  Julius  in  Pcrca  and  a  part  of 
Galilee  on  the  west  of  the  sea  of  Ti- 
berius. 

When  Fcstus,  the  governor  of  Judca, 
came  to  his  government,  Agrippa  and 
his  sister  went  as  far  as  Cosaraa  to 
meet,  salute,  and  congratulate  him ; 
and,  while  they  were  in  conference  to- 

fitlier,  Festus  talked  with  him  about 
ml,  and  the  pending  trial,  and  his 
appeal  to  Cesar.  Agrippa  was  exceed- 
ingly curious  to  see  Paul  and  hear  what 
be  had  to  say  for  himself,  for  he  bad 
likely  heard  of  him  as  a  prisoner  hound 


for  the  last  two  years.  On  the  nest 
day  Festus  gratified  him  and  his  sister 
Bemiee  by  bringing  Paul  out  into  the 
public  hall,  where  be  might  represent 
bis  cause  to  King  Agrippa-  Paul  stood 
tip  and  boldly  rehearsed  bis  conversion 
from  a  bloody  pel's  am  tor  of  Christians 
into  a  zealous  preacher  of  the  doctrines 
of  Christ's  religion.  He  declared  that 
ho  had,  according  to  the  ancient  pro- 
phets, preached  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead. 

Agrippa  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
experience  of  Paul,  and,  charmed  with 
the  good  sense  and  majesty  of  his  dis- 
course, and  with  the  deference  the 
apostle  had  shown  him,  he  said :  "Al- 
most thou  persuadest  me  to  be  a  Chris- 
Here  we  have  a  Jew  —  a  king  of 
Jews — listening  to  the  narration  of  re- 
ligious experience,  and  enraptured  with 
the  doctrines  and  eloquent  address  of  a 
bold  and  zealous  preacher,  who  was  a 
prisoner;  and  though  Agrippa  was  sur- 
rounded by  Jews  who  hated  Paul  and 
had  imprisoned  him.  for  his  faith,  yet 
he  said  in  their  bearing  he  was  almost 
persuaded  to  be  a  Christian.  The  words 
of  the  apostle  bad  touched  his  heart, 
and  lie  felt  that  there  win  something  in 
this  new  doctrine  that  Paul  preached. 
It  may  bo  that  Agrippa  never  heard 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  afterward,  and 
never  became  a  Christian.  I!  nt  we 
honor  him  for  his  treatment  of  Paul 
and  his  honest  expressions  of  convic- 
tions.    Acts,  xsvi:  1-28. 

After  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
he  and  his  sister  Bernico  retired  to 
Home,  where  he  died. 

AGUE — [A/-gur,'J  a  stranger,  gather- 
ing. 
Agitk,  the  fim  of  Jakob,  is  the  au- 
thor of  the  thirtieth  chapter  of  the 
Book  of  Proverbs.  By  somq  it  is  sup- 
posed that  it-is  an  assumed  name  by 
Solomon,  the  king  of  Israel,  and  the 
author  of  the  Proverbs,  and  that  Ja- 
keh,  who  is  the  father  of  him,  is  in- 
tended to  represent  David,  while  Ithiol 
and  Ileal,  to  whom  the  Proverbs  are 
addressed,  are  names  used  to  designate 
Christ  But  this  is  not  at-  all  likely, 
for  several  of  the  Proverbs  could  not 
consistently  have  been  used  by  Solo- 
mon, such  as,  "I  neither  learned  wis- 
dom nor  have  the  knowledge  of  the 
holy;"  and,  again,  "Give  mo  neither 
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■niches."  This  suits  no  part 
'"a  or  circnmstRuces. 
Agurwas  a  person  as  designated,  and 
addressed  these  proverbs  to  two  scholars 
that  ho  taught  as  a  public  teacher.  In 
the  chapter  he  proteases  his  great  ig- 
norance of  the  unsearchable  greatness 
and  wonderful  works  of  God.  Ho  pro- 
fesseth  esteem  for  God's  word,  and  de- 
sires a  moderate  .share  only  of  this 
world's  goods.  He  spoke  by  inspira- 
tion. It  would  be  well  for  many  of  the 
present  day,  if,  from  the  bottom  of 
their  hearts  they  could  pray  this  same 
prayer;  formally,  in  their  covetousnoss, 
are  seeking  and  obtaining  wealth  to 
their  own  detraction.  Riches  become 
a  snare,  and  by  it  they  arc  carried  away. 
''Being  full  they  deny  God,  and  say 
who  is  the  Lord?"  Wo  know  nothing 
more  of  this  teacher  than  is  recorded 
in  1. hi,;  chapter  of 


AHAB,  1— [A'-hab,]  the  brother  of  the 
father. 

AlI.iB  wars  kins  of  Israel  and  succes- 
sor of  Ornri.  He  reigned  twenty-two 
years.  He  was  very  impious— more  so 
than  all  the-  kings  of  Israel.  His  mar- 
riage may  bo  considered  unfortunate, 
for  it  was  in  part  the  occasion  of  intro- 
ducing among  Israel  (.lie  abominations 
of  Baal  and  Ashtaroth,  with  which  Is- 
rael was  cursed  for  several  years. 

Jezebel,  his  wife,  w:is  the  daughter 
of  Elhbanl,  king  of  Zidon,  and  she 
brought  with  her  into  Ahab'a  kingdom 
her  prejudice;.!  and  the  idolatry  of  her 
country.    It  was  a  very  great  sin  on  the 

E art  of  Ahab  to  take  a  wife  from  the 
cathen,  and  especially  one  who  was 
hostile  to  the  true  religion  as  was  the 
daughter  of  Ethbaal. 

Influenced  by  his  wife,  Ahab  built  a 
temple  for  Baal,  and  reared  up  an  altar 
in  that  temple.  He  gave  himself  up 
to  tire  influence  of  this  wicked  woman. 
Elijah  the  Prophet  waa  commissioned 
to  go  to  Ahab  and  reprove  him  for  his 
sin.  and  declare  the  divine  decree  that 
there  should  be  a  grievous  dearth  in 
Israel,  to  last  for  .several  years.  This 
came  to  pass.  And  during  this  dearth 
and  famine,  Ahab  permitted  (if  he  did 
not,  indeed,  help)  Jezebel  to  kill  the 
prophets  of  the  Lord  wherever  she 
found  them  throughout  the  land.^  SI* 
had  heard  of  the  prophecy  of  Elijah, 


were  enduring 
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iind  not  !; 


able  to  find  Elijah,  she  wreaked  her 
vengeance  on  the  prophets  she  found. 

It  is  true  that  God  made  Israel,  when 
under  Ahab,  victorious  over  the  Syrians, 
who  invaded  their  country ;  but  it  was 
not  because  of  anything  good  in  Ahab, 
but  rather  because  Benhadad,  the  king 
of  Syria,  boasted  and  blasphemed  God. 
How  wicked  Ahab  must  have  been,  so 
far  to  forget  God  and  his  obligations  as 
king  of  Israel,  to  go  into  tho  grossest 
idolatry.  He  made  calves  and  set  up 
the  idol  Baal,  worshipped  it  himself, 
and  eaused  Israel  to  worship  it.  Then, 
inSuonccd  by  his  wile,  ho  hunted  for 
the  life  of  the  faithful  Prophet  Elijah, 
who  had  reproved  him  for  his  sin,  and 
told  him  of  tho  judgments  of  heaven 
coming  upon  him  and  his  people,  as 
they  were  now  enduring  it.  And  when 
bo  could  not  find  Elijah,  ho  put  to 
death,  or  allowed  Jezebel  to  do  it,  all 
the  prophets  in  the  land,  save  those 
th;;t  Okuiiah  hid,  and  Elijah,  whom 
God  hid. 


power  and  glory,  by  sending  fire  down 
from  heaven  to  consume  the  sacrifice 
that  Elijah  offered,  and  then  sent  rain 
in  abundance  upon  the  parched  earth, 

wo  might  have  supposed  that  the  course 
of  (ho  wicked  Ahab  would  have  been 
changed ;  but  no,  he  still  sinned  against 
God  and  dishonored  the  throne  of  Is- 

In  1st  Kings,  21st  chapter,  we  have 
an  account  of  his  coveting  the  vineyard 
of  Nahoth.  When  he  made  the  re- 
quest of  Nahoth  to  give  his  vineyard 
and  he  would  give  him  for  it  a  better 
vineyard,  or  if  he  preferred  it  he  would 
give  him  money  for  it,  his  request 
seemed  very  reasonable.  But  Naboth 
called  to  mind  the  inheritance  law,  and 
showed  Ahab  that  he  could  net  do  it 
"The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should  give 
the  inheritance  of  my  fathers  to  thee." 
Ahab  wished  him  to  alienate  it  finally 
and  fully,  and  that  would  he  an  express 
violation  of  God's  law;  therefore  Na- 
both, consistently  with  his  duty  to  God, 
could  not  indulge  him,  and  it  was  in- 
iquity in  Ahab  to  tempt  him  to  do  it, 
and  his  still  coveting  it  shows  the  deep 
depravity  of  his  soul,  the  wickedness  of 
his  heart.  The  Kings  of  the  Jews  had 
no  authority  to  change  the  eld  laws  or 
to  make  new  ones.  Tet  he  coveted. 
He  lay  upon  his  bed  that  night  restless, 
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and  refused  to  eat.  Jezebel,  his  wife, 
asked  liim  the  cause  of  his  dejection. 
and  ho  told  her.  She  upbraided  him 
for  it.  Thou  art  Kins  of  Israel,  and 
not  Naboth;  but  has  ho  power  to  re- 
fare  thoo,  then  ho  ia  greater1  than  the 
king.  She  bade  him  rise  up,  cat  and 
be  merry,  for  she  would  procure  for  him 
the  vineyard.  And  she  did  so.  She 
procured  false  witnesses  against  Na- 
both, had  him  stoned  to  death,  and  (tie 
probability  is  that  all  his  innocent  fain- 
fly  with  him  were  destroyed  so  that 
there  should  bo  no  heir  to  his  estate. 
Ahab  war;  informed  of  the  destruction 
of  Naboth,  arid  the  next  (lay  took  pos- 
session of  the  vineyard.  But  it  is  said 
"there  was  none  like  unto  Ahab,  which 
did  sell  himself  (<">  work  wickedness  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  whom  Jezebel, 
hi.i  "wile,  stirred  up." 

The  end  of  his  wicked  life  came  at 
last,  and  the  prophecy  that  had  been 
delivered  at  hiaiakLig  possession  of  the 
vineyard  of  another,  lvua  fulfilled  in  hi; 
death,  "where  dog:!  licked  tho  blood  of 
Naboth,  [[hail  dogs  lick  thy  blood,  even 
thine." 

Ahab  procured  tho  king  of  Judah  to 
fight  with  him  against  the  Syrians,  and, 
at  tho  instigation  of  his  helper,  he 
called  on  Micaiah  tho  Prophet,  to  say 
whether  he  should  so  up  to  fight  with 
his  enemies  or  not.  He  was  not  pleased 
with  tho  words  of  (he  prophet.  But  he 
went  to  battle,  and  disguised  himself  as 
the  Idas  of  Israel;  and  while  engaged 
in  the  battle,  "a  certain  man  drew  a 
bow  at  a  venture  and  smote  him."  He 
died  shortly  afterwards,  and  tho  dogs 
licked  bis  blood  at  tho  pool  of  Sama- 
ria, when  his  chariot  and  armor  were 
washed  after  his  decease.  1st  Kings, 
xxii :  34. 

AHAB,  2—  Tlta  brother  of  the  father. 

Ahab,  the  son  of  Kolaiah,  and  Zed- 
ekiali,  tho  son  of  Maaaeiah,  were  two 
false  prophets,  who  seduced  the  Jewish 
captives  at  Babylon  with  hopes  of  a 
speedy  deliverance,  and  stirred  ihem  up 
Q;':-ihisi,,!cremiah. 

The  Lord  threatened  these  two  men 
with  a  public  and  ignominious  death, 
a«  in  recorded  in  Jer.  xsix:  21— de- 
clared that  their  names  should  become 
a  curse ;  the  captivity  shall  wish  for  their 
enemies  such  a  dcailj  ir;  AhabamlZed- 
ekiah  had,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon 
roasted  in  the  fire;  and,  moreover,  that 


AHARAI-I—  [A-har'-ab,]  a  sweet  bro- 
the.r,  o.i!-  oi'oi't'fciwi'.ii  i.i.mtlmv. 
Aitauaii  was  tho  third  son  of  Ben- 
jamin, and  as  such  is  referred  to  in  1st 
Chion.  viii:  1. 

AHA8AI— [A-W-a-i] 

AllASAi  was  a  priest  and  ancestor  of 
Maasiai.     Neh.  si ;  13. 

AHASBAI—  [A-has'-ba-i,]  trusting  in 
me,  brotJter  compassiiia. 
Aoahkai  was  the  father  of  Elipha- 
let,  who  wag  one  of  David's  mighty 
2d  Sam.  xdii :   34. 

AHASUERTTS,  1  —  [A-has-u-e'-rus,] 
prince,  chief. 

H.\avmus,  the  Mode,  is  spoken  of 
in  tho  ninth  chapter  of  Daniel  and  first 
verse  as  the  lather  of  Darius.  He  is 
supposed  to  have,  been  tho  son  of  the 
Uyaxares  who  helped  Nebuchadnezzar 
erthrow  the  Assyrian  empire  and 
■oy  the  city  of  Ninevah. 

AHASUERUS,  2-Prince,  chief. 

AHASUEKLTJ  was  Caiubyses,  king  of 
Persia,  and  the  son  of  Ciyrus.  Me  is 
supposed  to  have  sueceeded  his  father 
to  the  throne  of  Persia  and  reigned 
seven  years  and  five  months.  Tho  al- 
lusion to  him  in  scripture  is  in  Ezra, 
iii :  6,  7.  During  the  time  of  his  reign 
tho  building  of  the  temple  was  inter- 
-upted,  which  was  occasioned  by  the 
otter  written  by  the  enemies  of  the 
Jews  to  Cambyscs.  Wo  learn  of  him 
that  he  had  scarcely  ascended  the 
throne  until  the  Samaritans  requested 
him  to  stop  the  work.  He  did  not, 
[■ver,  revoke  the  decree  of  his 

..  ;r,  for  he  could  not  directly.  The 
edict  of  Cyrus,  liberating  tho  Baby- 
Ionian  captives  and  authorizing  them 
to  return  to  their  own  land  and  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  and  rebuild  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  was,  like  other  laws 
of  the  Medea  and  Persians,  unaltera- 
ble. Tet  he  wrote  a  letter  soUhiji;  forth 
his  desire,  and  the  groundwork  for  it, 
that  the  work  should  he  stopped.  It 
had  tho  desired  effect.  "Then  ceased 
tho  work  of  the  house  of  God,  which 
is  at  Jerusalem." 

This  Ahasuerus  was  notable  for  no- 
thing but  violence,   f 


D»Google 


AHA 


\\-i\ 


AHA 


cruelty.  His  fits  of  passion  often  hur- 
ried him  into  downright  madness.  In 
tlic  second  year  of  his  reign  he  entered 
Egypt,  reduced  the  revoltors,  wasted 
their  country,  killed  their  sacred  ox, 
and  carried  off  many  of  their  idols. 
Here  ho  continued  iive  years,  and  ru- 
ined a  groat  part  of  his  army  in  the 
dry  desert  of  the  country,  in  his  mad 
attempt  to  invade  Ethiopia;  and  it  is 
said  that  he  daily  sacrificed  some  prin- 
cipal Persian.;  to  his  fury — his  own  bro- 
ther and  sister  not  excepted.  Informed 
that  lie  whom  he  had  lei's  to  govern 
Persia  in  his  absence  had  placed  a  man 
upon  the  throne  who  bad  no  claims  to 
it,  and  never  could  have,  he  hastened 
back  again  to  his  kingdom,  and,  in  his 
route,  lie  wreaked  his  vengeance  on  the 
Jews  as  lie  passed  through  their  terri- 
tories, destroying  great  numbers  of 
them.  Before  he  reached  home,  in 
mounting  his  horse,  one  day,  Ms  sword 
fell  from  its  scabbard  and  wounded  him 
very  severely  In  the  thigh,  from  which 
wound,  not  Ions  after,  he  died,  beg- 
ging, with  his  last  words,  those  that 
were  around  him  not  to  allow  the  usur- 
per to  translate  his  government  to  the 
Medea.  Ho  was  the  only  one  that 
rallied  in  Persia  between  Cyrus  and 
Darius. 

AHASUERUS,  3— Prime,  chwf. 

Aiiasuerus,  the  husband  of  Esther, 
was  king  of  Persia,  and  was,  in  all 
probability,  the  Darius  Hystaspes  of 
Persian  [iistovy.  Ho  was  the  first  of 
the  Persian  kings*  who  reigned  from 
India  to  Ethiopia,  and  ho  was  noted 
for  his  imposition  of  enormous  tributes 
and  for  Iris  hoarding  up  of  money.  The 
revenues  to  his  kingdom,  Oil  account  of 
tributes,  were  exceedingly  great.  Ho 
appointed  governors  and  ruled  over  one 
hundred  and  twenty  provinces. 

It  was  during  the  third  year  of  his 
reien  that  he  made  a  great  feast  and 
invited  the  great  men  of  his  nation,  in- 
cluding the  governors  of  all  his  prov- 
inces. The  feast  lasted  one  hundred 
and  eighty  days,  during  which  time  he 
made  a  great  demonstration  of  his 
riches  as  the  Persian  monarch.  But 
not  fully  satisfied  with  this  display,  he 
made  a  further  feast  of  seven  days  at 
Shushan,  the  palace,  at  which  he  in- 
vited the  ambassadors  of  other  nations. 
Josephus  gives  us  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  which   this  feast  was  con- 


ducted and  kept.  During  the  feast  the 
king  was  desirous  to  show  the  multi- 
tude the  beautiful  Queen  Vashti,  who, 
it  is  said,  exceeded  all  other  women  in 
beauty;  and  he  sent,  commandinc  her 
to  come  to  the  feast.  But  Vashti,  out 
of  regard  for  the  laws  oi  the  Persians, 
which  forbade  the  wives  to  be  seen  by 
strangers,  would  not  go  unto  the  king. 
This  irritated  the  king  greatly,  and, 
under  the  advice  of  Memucan,  he  pun- 
ished her  by  putting  her  away  from  be- 
ing hisqiieon. 

Her  place  was  filled  by  the  selection 
of  Iladassah,  or  Esther,  a  Jewess, 
whose  nation  was  not  known  to  those 
who  selected  the  fair  young  virgins  of 
the  land  from  whom  the  king  was  to 
make  his  selection.  But  the  king 
chose  her  of  them  all.  Thus  God  in 
the  order  of  his  province  began  to  open 
the  way  for  the  deliverance  of  his 
people. 

A  thrilling  event  occurred,  not  long 
after  this,  in  the  liie  of  Ahasuerua. 
Bigthan  and  Teresh,  two  of  his  cham- 
berlains, plotted  against  him  to  destroy 
his  life,  and  won!;!  have  succeeded  bed 
not  one  of  the  servants  made  it  known 
to  rVIordooai,  who  was  the  uncle  of 
Esther,  the  queen,  and  bo  made  it 
known  to  the  queen,  and  she  to  the 
[dug.  The  king  was  greatly  troubled 
when  ho  saw  the  narrow  escape  ho  had 
made  with  his  life;  and,  by  the  circiim- 
stanco  of  its  being  made  known,  prob- 
ably became  more  attached  to  Esther. 

After  he  discovered  the  truth  of  the 
charge  against  these  two  chamberlains, 
he  had  them  executed,  and  tlio  matter 
dropped,  without  rewarding  the  one 
who  ma;.':;  knov.ii  the  plot. 

Not  long  after  this,  Hainan,  the 
king's  privy  counsellor,  plotted  the  de- 
struction of  all  (lie  Jews,  and  secured  a 
writing,  over  the  signature  of  Ahaan- 
crus,  that  on  a  certain  day  they  should 
all  be  slain.  Esther  was  led,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  to  present,  under 
the  most  tlml'bsg  e i re o instances,  a  plea 
in  behalf  of  this  doomed  people,  to  the 
king,  in  which  plea  she  made  known 
her  own  nation  and  kindred  to  her  bus- 
band.  The  king,  in  the  meantime,  bad 
been  so  dealt  with  by  the  divine  Being, 
the  God  of  nations,  as  to  promote  Mor- 
docal,  the  uncle  of  Esther,  to  honor  for 
making  known  the  plot  of  those  two 
chamberlains  who  aimed  to  destroy 
the  wickedness 
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of  Hitman,  and  had  him  and  his  family 
destroyed.  Soon  after  this,  Mordecai 
became  iii-H  jii'lmo  minister. 

A.hasucrus  laid  a  tax  upon  his  inland 
territories,  and  on  that  part  of  Lesser 
Asia  and  the  Islands  which  belonged 
to  hint.  He  obliged  the  inhabitants  of 
India  to  pay  him  yearly  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  talents  of  silver. 

Ho  had  frequent  wars  with  the 
Greeks  and  Athenians,  which  generally 
ranked  in  hi:!  loss  and  disgrace. 

lie  died  after  a  reign  of  thirty-sis 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Xerxes, 

AHAZ— [A'-haa,]  one  that  lakes  and 


Ahaz,  the  son  of  Jbtham,  king  of 
1Tudu.l1,  ascended  the  throne  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  married  Abi- 
jnh,  the  daughter  of  Zaehaviah,  by 
whom  he  liael  his  son  Ilezekiali.  Tn 
imitation  of  tho  kings  of  Israel,  he 
gave  himself  up  to  (he  most  abomina- 
ble idolatries.  He  proved  himself  most 
impious  toward;!  G-od  and  a  transgressor 
of  the  laws  of  his  country.  He  roared 
altars  in  Jerusalem,  and  offered  sacri- 
fices upon  them  to  idols.  He  oven 
made  his  own  children  pass  through 
tho  fire;  or,  as  tho  Jewish  historian 
has  it,  he  offered  his  own  son  as  ;i  burnt 
offering,  according  to  tho  practice  of 
tho  Oanaanites.  He  shut  up  the  tem- 
ple, and  destroyed  its  sacred  vessels. 
He  ordered  Urijah,  the  Priest,  to  build 
an  altar,  probably  like  an  altar  he  bad 
seen  among  the  ido^trons  i.lyriaos;  for 
it  is  said,  in  2d  Chron.  xxviii ;  23,  &c. , 
"He  sacrificed  to  the  gods  of  Damas- 
cus; and  ho  said,  because  the  gods  of 
the  kings  of  Syria  help  them,  1  will 
sacrifice  to  them,  that  they  may  help 
me.  And  ho  made  high  places  to  burn 
incense  to  other  gods  in  every  city  of 
Judah."  He  changed  the  house  of  the 
Lord  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
idolatrous  temples  which  he  saw,  and 
he  aimed  to  model  tho  divine  worship 
after  the  worship  of  idolaters.  In 
word,  ho  proposed  to  honor  and  wc 
ship  the  gods  of  Syria,  and  not  the 
God  of  Heaven.  Thus  lie  offered  con- 
tempt to  the  true  God  and  provoked 
him  to  auger. 

In  war  with  Pokah,  king  of  Israel, 
assisted  by  the  king  of  Syria,  Ahaz  was 
miserably  beaten.  V.7 he/eupon  he  pro- 
cured help  of  Tilgath  Pilneser,  king  of 
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the  Assyrians.  "With  the  help  of  this 
king,  he  laic!  Syria  waste,  took  Damas- 
cus, and  slew  their  king,  and  laid  much 
of  the  land  of  Israel  waste,  and  took 
many  captives  out  of  i;.  At  the  close 
of  tho  war  he  returned  to  Jerusalem,  a 
worshiper  of  false  gods,  and  continued 
to  ho,  wc  suppose,  until  he  died. 

For  tho  impiety  which  he  practiced, 
ho  was  in  dishonor  with  his  people,  and 
they  would  not,  when  he  was  dead,  give 
him  a  burial  whh  [.lie  kings.  '2d  Olivon. 
xxviii:  27.  "And  Ahaz  slept  with  his 
fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in  iho 
City,  even  in  .Jerusalem :  but  they 
brought  him  not  into  tho  sepulchres  of 
"Israel." 

AHAZIAH,  I— [A-ha-zy'-ah,]  posses- 
sion, vision  of  the  Lord. 
AlIAZIAII  was  the  son  of  Ahab,  king 

of  Israel.  During  tho  last  year  of  his 
father's  life,  he  was  associated  with 
him,  reigning  in  Israel  at  the  time  of 
the  war  at  Rainotb.  Gilead,  and  he 
reigned  about  one  year  after  Ahab's 
deatl),  so  that  two  yeara  was  the  extent 
reign,  and  one  year  of  that  time 
)  nothing  more  than  an  associate 
of  the  king. 

AiiiiKiah  imitated  lih  father  in  the 
worship  of  B:ial  and  Aihtaroth,  which 
had  been  introduced  into  Israel  by 
Jezebel,  his  mother,  for  sho  was  one  of 
another  nation  than  Israel,  and  Ahab 
had  married  her  in  violation  of  Israel- 
itish  law. 

The  Moabites,  who  had  been  tribu- 
tary to  tho  kings  of  Israel  from  the  time 
that  they  revolted  and  separated  from 
Ji.idr.ii  during  the  reign  of  Ahab,  re- 
volted and  refused  any  longer  to  pay 
tribute.  Ahaziah  had  not  tho  time, 
nor  had  he  the  power  to  subdue  thorn, 
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tribute.     In '2d  I 

the  account  of  Moab's  rebellion.  About 
the  time  of  this  revolt,  ho  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  fall  through  a  lattice  from 
the  top  of  hi3  house,  and  by  the  fall  he 
was  considerably  injured.  Fearing  the 
consequence,  ho  :  cut  mos  .onger  '■  to 
Baal-zebuh,  tho  god  of  Bkron,  to  know 
whether  Lo  rhoidd  recover  from  the  in- 
jury. Tho  fearless  and  faithful  servant 
of  God,  Elijah,  met  the  messengers  of 
Ahaziah,  and  informed  them  that  ho 
should  certainly  die.  Elijah  charged 
upon  Ahaziah  his  sin  of  inquiring  of  a 
false  god,  as  though  there  was  no  God 
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in  Israel.  Ahaziah,  learning  where  the 
Prophet  Elijah  was,  with  a  hostile  in- 
tent sent  a  company  of  fifty  men  to 
take  him  and  bring  him  into  his  pres- 
ence. But  God,  who  knew  the  focl- 
ings  and  intent  of'  the  wicked  king,  sent 
tiro  from  heaven  to  consume  the  com- 
pany. And,  again,  another  company 
of  fifty  men  were  sent  and  consumed. 
A  third  company  was  sent,  and  with 
them  Elijah  came  down  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  roaster,  and  stood  in  the 
presence  of  the  kin^,  and  declared  tn 
liTiii  the  decree,  "Thou  shalt  die;"  and 
ho  did  die  in  a  short  time  afterwards. 
1st  Kings,  xxii ;  and  2d  Chicn.  xxii, 

AHAZIAH,  2— Possession,  vision  of 
i/ie  Lord. 

Ahaziah  was  a  king  of  Judah.  He 
was  the  son  of  Jehoram  and  Athahah. 
Ilifi  mother  was  of  the  family  of  Ahab, 
and  probably  kc[jfc  up  the  idolatry  that 
had  bee  a  introduced  by  Jezebel  in  all 
its  enormity.  His  reign,  like  that  of 
Ahaaiah,  the  king  of  Israel,  was  short, 
for  ho  reigned  but  one  year,  beginning 
when  ho  was  at  the  age  of  twenty-two. 
When  Joram,  the  king  of  Israel,  went 
to  war  with  FV'u;.'],  king  of  Syria,  at 
Ramoth  G-ilead,  he  was  dangerously 
wounded,  and,  at  his  own  instance, 
taken  to  Jczreel,  for  the  purpose  of 
surgical  advice  and  assistance.  Aha- 
Biah  was  of  the  same  family  relation 
and  friendly  to  Jorum,  and,  indeed, 
ha  had  probably  been  engaged  in  the 
war  with  him  in  which  he  was  wound- 
ed. He  went  to  Jczreel  to  see  him, 
and  while  there  with  him,  Jehu,  the 
son  of  Nimshi,  an  officer  in  Joram' E 
army,  trader  the  appointment  of  God, 
rebelled  against  the  king  his  master, 
and  s.it  himself  to  destroy  utterly  the 
house  of  Ahab. 

When  Jorum  and  Ahaziah,  the  kings 
of  Judah  and  Israel,  learned  that  Jehu 
was  coming  and  nearing  Jezreol,  thej 
went  out  to  meet  him  and  salute  him, 
knowing  nothing  of  his  intention  to 
destroy  them.  As  soon  as  they  met, 
Joram  addressed  himself  to  his  officer, 
saying,  "Is  it  peace,  Jehu?"  Ilis  an- 
swer indicated  his  errand;  and,  Joraro, 
alarmed,  turned  to  Ahaziah,  and  said: 
"There  is  treachery,  Ahaziah." 

It  was  but  the  work  of  a  few  mo- 
ments. Jehu  drew  a  how,  and  an  arrow 
sped  swiftly  and  smote  him  between 
the  arms.  The  arrow  pierced  his  heart, 


and  ho  sunk  down  dead  in  his  chariot. 
Ahaziah  fled  for  his  life,  for  lie  under- 
stood the  sentence  to  bo  against  him  as 
one  of  the  house  cf  Ahab,  as  well  as 
against  his  kinsman,  who  had  falleo, 
Jehu's  soldiers  followed  him  in  his 
flight,  and  overtook  him  at  the  going 
up  of  G-ur,  and  they_  mortally  wounded 
him.  But  with  failing  strength,  he 
continued  his  flight  until  ho  reached 
Megiddo,  where  he  died.  And  his  ser- 
vants carried  him  to  Jerusalem  in  a 
chariot,  and  buried  him  in  his  sopul- 
eher  with  his  fathers  in  the  city  of  Da- 
vid."    2d  Kings,  viii,  &c.  ;  2d  Chron. 

AHBAN— [Ah'-ban.] 

All BA tf  was  ilia  sou  of  Abislui!',  by 
;.rs  wife,  Abihail.    He  was  of  the  tribe 

of  Judab.      b..t  Chron.  ii:  29. 

AHI,   1  —  [  A'-hi,  ]   my  brother,   vvj 


Atll    was  a  Gadite,  and  chief  of  a 
family  who  lived  in  Ciiead  of  Bashan 
the  days  of  Jo  th  am,  king  of  Judah. 
,  Chron,  v  :  15. 

Ai  1 1,  L2 — A!//  brofha:  mi  /j;r-,'/.w>. 

Am  was' a  descendant  of  Shamer, 
and  of  the  tribe  of  Ashcr.     1st  Chron. 


AHIAH.  1—  [A-hi'-ah,]  brotlter  of  ike 

AlllAH  was  the   son  of  Ahitub,  the 
high  priest  of  the  family  of  Eli  and  his 


AHIAH,  2— Brother  of  the  Lord. 
Aiiiah  was  the  son  of  Shiaha  and 

the  brother  of  Elijah.     He  was  a^  sec- 
retary to  King  Solomon.     1st  Kings, 

AHIAM-[A-hi'-am,]  brother  of  the 

limlker,  Iroilrr  i,f  the  w.'.bdii. 
Aiiiam,  the  son  of  Sharah,  the  Ilar- 
arite,  wa.s  one  of  David's  mighty  men. 
2d  Sam.  ssiii :  33. 

AHIEZEB,  1  — [A-hi-e'-zer,]  brother 


AmsZEBwas  the  son  of  Amroishad- 
dai,  ofthe  tribe  of  Dan.  He  was  chief 
of  his  tribe,  and  was  associated  with 
Moses    and    Aaron  in  managing    the 

business  of  their  nation  at  iht-  time  of 
their  exodus  from  the  land  of  Egypt. 
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Num.  i :  12.  Anil  when  the  tabernacle 
■was  fully  set  up,  ho  made  an  offering 
for  hi.-';  tribe.     Num.  vii:  66. 

AHIEZER,  2— Brother  of  assistance. 

\eehicf  of  tho  perr-im;: 


who  joined  themselves  to  David at  Zik- 
lag— the  city  that  Achish,  the  king  of 

Gaili,  save  hirn  as  a  retreat 


fled  from  the  fury  of  Saul.  There  were 
twenty-three  Berijaimlc  captains,  and 
with  them  eleven  captains  of  the  tribe 
of  Gad.     1st  Chron.  xii:  1-12. 

AHIHUD— [A-hi'-hud,]  a  brother  of 

vanity,  a  brother  of  praise. 
AhtHUD  war;  tho  son  of  Shclomi,  of 
Asher,  and  was  associated  withEleaeer 
and  Joshua  in  dividing  tho  land  of 
Canaan  and  apportioning  to  each  tribe 
their  inheritance.     Num.  xxxiv :  27. 

AHIJAH,  1— [A-M'-jah,]  brother  of 
t'w  Lord. 

Aiiijaii  was  a  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
who  dwelt  in  Shiloh.  Ho  is  supposed 
to  be  the  prophet  who  spake  to  Solo- 
mon while  he  was  engaged  in  building 
the  temple.  1st  Kings,  vi:  11;  xi:  12. 
In  this  second  quotation  tho  announce- 
ment is  made  that  God  intended  to 
rend  the  kingdom  into  part3  and  give 
of  it  to  another,  because  Solomon  had 
not  walked  in  the  statutes  of  the  Lord, 
or  observed  the  divine  command ments. 

The  prophet  Ahijah  was  one  of  those 
who  wrote  tho  history  of  the  kingdom, 
or  the  annals  of  Solomon's  reign.  la 
2d  Chron.  is:  29,  it  is  said:  "Now 
the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Solomon,  first 
and  last,  aro  they  not  written  in  the 
book  of  Nathan,  the  prophet,  and  in 
tho  prophecy  of  Ahijah,  tho  Sliilo- 
nite.'Y 

This  prophet  declared  to  Jeroboam 
that  he  should  usurp  the  kingdom.  As 
Jeroboam  was  passing  out  of  Jerusalem 
the  prophet  Ahijah  met  him  alone  in  a 
field.  Tho  prophet  had  on  a  new  man- 
tle, and,  securing  the  attention  of  Jero- 
boam, he  took  the  new  garment  off 
that  lie  hod  on,  and  rent  it  into  twelve 

Sieces,  and  gave  ten  of  those  pieces  to 
croboam.  This  was  a  very  strange, 
and  yet  a  very  significant  act,  for,  as 


i  hii 


explained  to  him  the  import  in  a  bold 
prophecy  regard  in;.;  tho  future  of  Israel, 
"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
Behold,  I  will  rend  the  kingdom  oui 


of  the  hand  of  Solomon,  and  will  give 
ten  tribes  unto  thee." 

This  prophet  appears  again  about 
the  end  of  Jeroboam1.1!  reign,  predicting 
the  death  of  Ahijah,  the  son  of  Jero- 
boam ;  and  the  only  pious  sou  of  that 
prince,  and  the  only  one  of  his  house- 
hold that  should  come  to  the  grave  in 
peace.  Abijah,  the,  son  of  Jeroboam, 
was  taken  sick,  and  ho  was  very  de- 
sirous to  know  whether  or  not  his  child 
should  recover.  In  his  anxiety  he 
(bought  of  Ahijah,  the  prophet,  at 
Shiloh— tie  man  of  God,  who  told  him 
he  should  bo  king  of  Israel— and  he 
sent  his  wife  disguised  to  oak  the 
prophet.  Now,  Ahijah  waa  nearly 
blind;  but  as  the  wife  of  Jeroboam 
approached  him,  God  communicated 
the  fact  to  Ahijah,  and  put  the  words 
of  this  last  prophecy  into  his  mouth  to 
speak  unto  her.  Under  Ahijah' s  di- 
rection sho  returned  to  bear  to  the  king 
(lie  i-ad  iuieJIigence  of  ihe  certain  death 
of  ilie  rick  child. 

This  prophet,  as  he  was  quite  aged 
ond  infirm  when  he  gave  this  prophecy, 
died,  in  all  probability,  shortly  after- 
ward, at  Shiloh,  and  was  buried  there. 

AHIJAH,  2— Brother  of  the  Lord. 

Ahijati  was  the  treasurer  of  tho 
House  of  the  Lord,  and  had  tho  charge 
of  the  holy  things.  1st  Chron.  xxvi: 
£0.  Some  have  thought  that  this  per- 
son was  the  same  as  Ahijah,  the  Shi- 
Ion  Ite. 

AIIIKAM  — [A-In'-kam,]  a  hroiher 
thai  raises  up. 
AiiiKAM,  the  son  of  Shaphan  and 
the  father  of  Gfldaliah,  was  a  prince 
of  Judah.  He  was  sent  by  King  Jo- 
siah,  in  company  with  Shaphan,  the 
scribCj  who  was  his  father,  Hilkiah, 
the  high  priest,  and  A.chbor,  the  win 
of  Miehaiah,  to  Hnldah,  tho  prophet- 
ess. They  went  to  her  to  make  enquiry 
of  the  Lord,  through  her,  as  to  an  old 
manuscript  that  had  been  found  by  the 
high  priest.  This  manuscript  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  tho  autograph  of 
Moses,  containing  a  part  of  the  book 
of  Deuteronomy  where  the  account  is 

Siven  of  the  renewal  of  the  covenant  on 
re  part  of  God  with  Israel  in  tho 
plains  of  Moab,  which  contains  the 
most  terrible  threats  against  the  cor- 
rupters of  God's  word  and  woriihij). 
This  was  a  copy  of  the  law  oi  Mo- 


oyGoogle 


ATI  I 


[46] 


AHI 


ees,  as  it  is  called  in  2d  Chronicles, 
xssiv:  14,  ''Hilkiah.tho  priest,  found 
a  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  given  by 
Moses."  It  is  said  that  Ahaz,  Man- 
asseh  and  Amnon,  destroyed  all  the 
oopies  of  the  law  that  they  found,  ex- 
cept this  copy  found  hy  Hiikiah.  The 
simple  fact  probably  is  that  this  was 
the  original  copy  of  the  covenant  re- 
newed by  Moses  with  the  people,  and 
it  was  laid  up  hy  the  ark,  and  now  it  is 
unexpectedly  found.  Its  great  age, 
with  the  fact  that  it  was  not  a  copy  of 
it,  hut  the  original,  made  it  an  object 
of  great  interest.  But  then  iw  invect- 
ives against  the  corrupters  of  God's 
word  were  calculated  to  produce  just 
such  an  effect  in  the  wind  of  the  young 
Kivu'  Joriah  (devoted  as  he  was  to  the 
service-  of  God)  as  it  did  produce.  The 
manuscript  was  taken  hy  the  prince  of 
Jud.ih,  Ahilcam,  and  his  associates,  to 
Holdall,  and  they  heard,  her  words  and 
prophecy  regarding  it. 


phat,  who  was  recorder  for  King  David 
and  the  writer  a?  the  Chronicles.  2d 
Sam.  viii:lS. 

AHIMAAZ—  [A-him'-a-az,]  brother 
of  the  council. 

Ai-irMAAg  was  the  son  of  Zadok,  the 
high  priest,  and  succeeded  his  father/ 
in  that  important  office.  They  were 
ministering  together  in  the  time  of 
David ;  and  when  Absalom  rebelled  and 
David  found  it  necessary  to  leave  Jeru- 
salisia,  Zadeli  and  Ahiatlicr  would  take 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
along  with  David;  but  the  king  com- 
manded them  to  retain  with  it  to 
Jerusalem,  and  they  did  so,  taking 
AhiuiiiiiK  with  them, 

Ahimaaz  performed  a  very  important 
piece  of  service  for  David  here.  He 
tarried  at  Enrage!  or  (lie  foundation  oi" 
Rogel  without  the  city,  with  his  com- 
panion, Jonathan.  To  that  place  a 
woman,  a  maid- servant,  came  to  tell 
them  of  the  resolution  which  had  been 
made  in  Absalom's  counsel  under  the 
advice  of  Hushai ;  whereupon  they  im- 
mediately departed  to  give  David  the 
intelligence.  They  had  been  discov- 
ered, however,  hy  a  young  man,  who 
had  given  the  information  concerning 
them  to  Absalom,  and  that  prince  had 
sent  orders  to  pursue  them.    When 


they  learned  that  they  were  being  fol- 
lowed, they  determined  to  hide  them- 
selves, and,  in  order  to  do  this,  they 
entered  into  a.  man's  house,  at  Bahwim 
and  made  known  their  business,  proba- 
bly, when  they  were  hidden  in  a  well 
in  the  court,  and  the  woman  of  the 
bouse  spread  a  covering  over  the  well's 
mouth  and  spread  ground  corn  thereon 
so  that  their  hiding  place  would  not  ho 
detected  when  their  pursuers  came  up, 
Absalom's  servant  came  on  and  en- 
quired of  the  woman  of  the  house 
where  Abimaaz  and  Jonathan  were. 
She  remained  true  to  the  servants  of 
David,  and  the  consequence  was,  they 
sought  ineffectually  for  them,  and  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem,  when  they  came 
up  oat  of  the  well  and  went  to  David 
to  deliver  their  message. 

After  tho  battle  that  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Absalom  was  over,  Abimaaz 
desired  of  Joab  that  ho  might  carry 
the  tidinga  to  David;  but,  for  some 
cause,  Joab  preferred  to  send  by  Cushi, 
promising  Afiimaaa  (hat  he  should  be 
tho  bearer  of  intelligence  on  some  other 
occasion ;  bub  this  did  cot  satisfy  him, 
and,  soon  after  Cushi  started,  ho  ap- 
plied to  Joab  again,  earnestly  entreat- 
ing him  to  allow  him  to  run  after 
Cushi,  when  Joab  gave  him  leave, 
thinking,  probably,  that  Cushi  would 
arrive  before  him,  and  so  bo  the  first  to 
give  the  news  to  King  David  ;  but  in 
this  ho  was  mistaken,  for  Abimaaz, 
being  swift  on  foot,  and  probably  tak- 
ing a  shorter  route,  for  he  ran  by  the 
way  of  the  plain,  outran  Cushi  and 
came  to  David  first  with  intelligence. 
It  ia  true  he  did  not  know  that  Absa- 
lom was  dead,  hut  he  knew  that 
David's  troops  had.  obtained  a  victory. 

How  long  ho  served  in  the  priest- 
hood we  do  not  know  precisely,  but  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Azariah.  2d 
Sam.  xv:toxviii:lstChron.  vi:  8,0. 

AHI5TAN— [A-hi'-inan,]    a   brother 


Ahiman  was  a  giant  of  the  Anak 
stock,  who  lived  at  Hebron,  in  the  land 
of  Canaan,  before  Israel  possessed  that 
land.  When  Moses  sent  the  spies  to 
look  at  the  land,  and  bring  their  breth- 
ren word  as  to  the  character  of  the 
country,  Abiman,  as  ono  of  tho  race  of 
giants,  lived  there.  Numb,  siii:  22. 
This  giant,  with  two  of  his  brethren, 
■-■jiivhfa  and  IV.lmai,  were  expelled  by 
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Joshua,    the    conqueror    of    Canaan. 
Josh,  xv :  14. 

AHIMELECH,  l—fA-him'-me-lok,] 
my  brother  is  a  king. 

AraiEELicn,  tho  son  of  AMtub  nnd 
brother  of  Ahi&h,  whom  ho  succeeded 
in  tho  office  of  high  priest.  He  is 
called,  in  Mart,  ii:  26,  Abiathar,  prob- 
ably because  Abiathar  wart  the  only  one 
of  bbf.unily  that  was  not  put  to  death 
by  Saul,  tho  king  of  Israel,  and  hence 
tho  only  0110  that  continued  m  (lie 
priesthood.  Ho  escaped  the  destruc- 
tion  of  the  house  of  Ahimelcch  and 
fled  to  David,  whom  he  served  hi  tho 
office  of  high  priest. 

During  the  priesthood  of  Ahimelcch, 
lie  jived  at  Nob  with  other  priests, 
where  l.bo  tabernacle  of  God  was.  When 
Saul  determined  to  destroy  David,  and 
Jonathan,  hia  friend,  informed  him  of 
i!,  he  determined  to  fiy  the  country, 
arid  in  hia  flight  lie  went  to  Nob,  ancl 
asked  of  tho  high  priest  something  to 
eat.  AsAhimelech  had  nothing  save 
the  show  bread,  ho  gave  him  that, 
Then  ho  asked  of  him  a  sword,  and  he 

five,  him  tho  sword  of  Goliath,  the 
hilistine  giant,  whom  David  had  killed 
several  years  before;  for  that  sword 
had  linen  kept  under  'he  charge  of  the 
liisli  pvicst  fVovn  the  tiuio  the  giant  was 
killed.  Ahimelcch,  looking  upon  Da- 
vid 03  having  n  right  to  tho  uso  of  a 
sword  that  lie  had  taken  himself,  and 
believing  that  ho  was  a  faithful  servant 
of  Saul,  and  was  on  important  busi- 
nepp,  iii'obnbly,  wiihout  any  hesitancy, 
sathficd  him  with  bread  ancl  tho  sword. 

Bub  not  long  after  this,  Doec, 
lidoniito,  reported  to  X.ieg  Saul  1 
Aliimelcch  bad  received  David  in  — 
flight;  and  supplied  his  wants.     Saul 
became  vary  much  enraged,  and  called 
(bo  priest;)  together,  and  when  they 
were  all  convened  he  made  the  charge 
against  thoni  of  treason,  and  decided 
that  they  should  all  he  slain  at  or. 
Tho  guardmvere  unwilling  to  porfo 
the  task— probably  they  were  satisfied 
that  they  had  dene  nothingworthy  of 
death,  not  even  Ahimelcch.  They  knew 
ho  was  innocent  of  ilie  crime  with  which 
tlickingchargedhim  and  hi-!  associates. 
When  tho  guards  refused  to  do  it,  the 
king  ordered  Doeg,  who  was  their  ac- 
cuser, to  become  their  executioner,  and 
he,  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing thus  notorious,  laid  his  sacrilegious 


hand  upon  eighty-five  of  them    that 
day,  and  slow  them.     Ahimeleeh  was 

one  of  the  first  that  way  executed. 
But  Ba.;d  did  not  slop  here.    He  sent 
party  of  cruel  men  t.o  Nob,  Who  cse- 
ited  hia  cruel  decree  to  (slay  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  and  even  tho  cattle, 
with  tho  edge  of  tho  sword,     'l'hcro  is 
pposed  to  have  been  no  less  than 
roe  or  four  hundred  of  tho  priests, 
with  their  families,  that  perished  in 
tho  ;d auditor.     1st  Ram.  xx\. 

AHIMELECH,  2—M/  brother  is  a 
Mug. 

AnDiE.VXrn  way  the  jjosi  of  Abiafhs:*. 
Ho  and  Zadofc,  whom  Saul  had  made 
high  priests  after  the  murder  of  the 
former  Aliimelcch,  wore  second  ps-icsts 
about  the  latter  end  of  tho  reign  of 
King  David. 

Ahimelcch  mid  oilier  per.-ois 

••x  jiu.k;,  Shemaiah,  the  scribe,  wrote 

down  the  orders  and  divisions  of  (ho 

,    "rigors,  and  Levitoa,  and  they 

east  their  lots  for  their  turns  of  service 

the  temple  of  God.     Tho  Levites 

o  divided  into  twenty- four  orders, 

and  those  were  appointed  to  serve  by 

lot  under  the  twenty-four  orders  of  tho 

priests.     1st  Chron.  xxiv :  3-31. 

AHINADAB— [A-hin'-a-uab,]  a  mM- 

hi;/  br; ;lher,  a  brother  of  a  -cow,  a 

brother  of  the.  prince. 
Aiunadab  was  son  of  Lido,  governor 
of  M»hsr>ahn.     Ho   lived   during  tho 
reign  of  Solomon.     1st  Kings,  iv:  14. 

AHINOAM,  1  — [A-hin'-no-am,]  the 

bctnd:;  and  co-mci;, ;.-■■■;,■  i:f  lue  Uroil.er, 

Ahihoam  was.  the  daughter  of  Ahi- 
aaa,  and  the  wife  of  Saul.  1st  Sam. 
___v:  50.  Wo  suppose  this  woman  was 
the  only  wife  of  Saul,  and  the  mother 
of  tho  children,  whoso  names  are  given. 
Jonathan,  Ishui,  Malehisliua,  with  Me- 
mo and  Michal.  She  was  also,  it  is 
Quite  likely,  the  mother  of  Ishbosheth, 
who,  it  may  be,  as  ho  is  net  named  in 
the  above  passage,  was  not  yet  born; 
or  if  born,  he  was  an  infant,  and  is  not 
numbered  with  bis  brothers,  as  he 
could  not  go  with  them  to  war, 

AHINOAM,  2— The  beauty  and  come- 
liness of  the  brother. 
Ahinoam,  tho  Jezreelito,  was  the 
wife  of  David.     She  is  referred  to  in 
connection  with  Abigail,  the  Carael- 
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ito,  in  1st  Bam.  xxv :  43 :  "David  also 
took  Ahinoam  oi'  Jezreel,  and  they 
were  also  both  of  them  his  wives. ': 
This  passage  seems  to  indicate  that 
David  married  Abigail  first:  and  yot 
wo  judge  ho  did  not,  for  Ahinoam  is 
generally  mentioned  first  among  his 
wives,  which  we  think  would  not  have 
been  the  case  had  ho  not  married  her 
first.  And  we  learn  from  2d  Sam, 
iii :  2,  that  she  was  the  mother 
David's  oldest  son.  Anmon. 

AHIO — [A-hi'o,]  kisbroiher,  hisbreth- 

AEDO  was  with  TJzzah,  his  brother, 
in  charge  of  the  curt  into  which  " 
Ark  was  put  by  David  when  he  _  _ 
moved  it  from  the  house  of  Aminadab 
to  place  it  in  the  newly  erected  taber- 
nacle.   2d  Bam.  vi :  3. 

AHIRA— [A-by-iah,]  brother-  of 

qvitij  or  of  the  slwplierd. 
Ahika  wan  llic  son  of  Kuan,  and 
chief  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali.    Num. 
i:  15. 

AHIRAM—  [A-hi'ram,]  brother  of 

cvi.ift,  protection. 
AiiibAM  wan  one  of  the  sons  of 
Benjamin,   and    an    ancestor'  of  the 
Ahiramites.     Num.  xxvi :  38.     lie  is 

thought  to  be  the  same  as  Aher,  in  the 
list  of  Beiyamiii';-:  children. 

AHISAMACH— [A-his'a-mak,]  bro- 
ther of  strength  or  of  support. 
Ahisamaoii  was  the  father  of  Aho- 
liab,  a  famous  artificer,  employed  by 
Moses.     Ex.  xxxv :  34. 

AHISHAHAR  —  [A-hi-sha'-har,] 
Brother  of  the  morning  or  dew, 
brother  ofblaclmess. 
AmSHAHAR  was  one  of  the  sons  of 

Bilbao,    the   grandson   of   Benjamin. 

IstChi-on.  vii:  10. 

AIIISHAS— [A-hi'shar,]  brother  of 
a.  prince. 
Ai-nsi-iAH  was  an  officer  in  Solo- 
mon's household,  one  of  his  stewards. 

1st  Kings,  iv:  0. 

AHITHOPHEL— [A-liith'o-fel,] 

brother  of  -ruin  or  folly. 
Ahitiiopuel  was  a  native  of  Cliloh. 
in  the  tribe  of  Judah.    Ho  was  so  re- 
i   counsellor   and   suLieiviuuii 


that  his  advice  was  generally  received 
as  an  order  of  God.  After  having 
been  for  some  time  the  counsellor  of 
King  David,  he  Joined  in  the  rebellion 
of  Absalom^  and  became  his  adviser. 
As  soon  as  David  learned  that  Ahitho- 
phel  had  become  Ab.-::>Iom's  friend  and 
counsellor,  he  employed  Hnahai,  an- 
other counsellor  of  his  own,  to  coun- 
teract the  advice  of  Abithophel  with 
Absalom,  under  the  pretense  of  serv- 
ing him  as  the  new  king.  Hushai, 
true  to  David's  wish,  went  over  to 
Absalom  and  became  acquainted  with 
Ahithophcl's  counsel,  and  he  coun- 
seled Absalom  contrary;  which  coun- 
sel was  followed,  and  Ahithophel's 
was  rejected,  at  least  in  part.  It  is 
true  that  Absalom  followed  the  counsel 
of  Ahithophel  in  defiling  his  father's 
wives,  and  thus  laying  the  ground -work 
for  a  degree  of  feeling  on  the  part  of 
David  against  Absalom  that  could  not 
easily  be  destroyed.  Ahithophel  in- 
tended to  mute  David  irreconcilable. 
But  the  other  thing  that  he  counseled, 
he  was  not  so  successful  in.  Lie  pro- 
posed to  Absalom  that  they  should 
pursue  after  David  at  once  with  an 
army  of  men,  corho  upon  him  while  he 
was  weary  and  weak  handed,  dispirit 
Mm,  and  frighten  his  men  so  that  they 
would  desert,  when  King  David  should 
be  slain  and  the  way  opened  for  Absa- 
lom to  ascend  the  throne.  This  coun- 
sel was  received  with  I'avor  by  Absalom, 
but  either  to  be  more  certain  that  this 
was  right,  or  to  show  deference  to 
Hushai,  who  had  come  over  from 
David  to  him,  or  for  some  other  cause 
he  called  Hushai  and  informed  him  of 
the  counsel  of  Ahithophel.  Hushai 
differed  from  him,  and  gave  his  reasons 
for  his  contrary  counsel.  He  desired 
Absalom,  instead  of  pursuing  after 
David  at  once,  to  make  ready  for  a  cam- 
paign, and  proceed  at  the  head  of  his 


preferred  it  to  the  counsel  of 
Ahithophel.  As  soou  as  he  learned 
that  his  counsel  was  rejected  and 
Ilushai's  was  taken  in  its  stead  he 
became  disgusted  and  hastened  to  Ins 
house  in  Giloh,  and  "  put  his  house- 
hold in  order  and  handed  himself." 

Ho  probably  foresaw"  Absalom's  de- 
feat, and  dreaded  the  punishment 
which  would  'be  inflicted  upon  him  as 
traitor  when  Da  vidwa:;  re-established 
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his    throne    and    Absalom 


The  self- murder  of  Ahith.oph.el 
could  not  ho  attributed  to  lunacy,  for 
tin!  steps  he  took  to  it  were  deliberate, 
lie  set  his  house  in  order,  and  then 
deliberately  hanged  himself.  Ho  was 
a  wise  man  find  counsellor,  well  versed 
in  the  affairs  of  state,  but  God  con- 
founded  his  wicked  devices  and 
brought  him  thu:;  to  a  miserable  cud. 
Though  wise  he  waft  very  wicked,  and 
died  unprepared  to  meet  God.  2d 
Sam.  svii :  23. 

AHITTJB,  1— [A-hi'tubJ  brother  of 
goodness. 

Aiiitur  was  the  son  of  PhineaSj 
the  sou  of  Eli.  Phineaa  and  Hophm 
were  both  slain  in  the  unfortunate 
engagement  with  the  Philistines,  in 
which  the  Ark  of  God  was  taken. 
This  unfortunate  affair  seemed  to  be 
the  occasion  of  the  sudden  death  of 
EH,  for  when  he  heard  that  his  sons 
were  slain,  and  that  the  Ark  of  God 
was  captured,  he  fell  backward  aud 
broke  Ids  neck. 

Ahitub  succeeded  his  grandfather 
in  the  high  priesthood,  and  performed 
the  duties  of  that  office  most  of  the 
time  during  the  judgeship  of  Samuel. 
Ho  waa  succeded  by  his  sons  Ahiah 
first,  and  then  Ahimclech.  His  suc- 
cessor is  named  in  1st  Bam.  xiv :  3. 


Aiiititb  is  named  in  1st  Chron.  yi : 
7,  in  the  numbering  of  the  eons  of 
Levi,  as  the  son  of  Amariah  and  the 
father  of  Jjadok. 

AHITTJB,  3— Brother  of  goodness. 

A.niTUB  is  mentioned  in  1st  Chron, 
vi :  11.  He  also  was  the  son  of  Amar- 
iah and  the  father  of  Zadok. 

AHLAI — [Ah'Iai,]  beseeching,  sor- 
rowing, 'beginning,  broth/:?  tome. 
Ahlai  was  the  daughter  of  She- 
sham,  and  ho  gave  her  m  marriage  to 
his  1'1,'jyp  fiii.ii  sliiye  Jarha.  1st  Chron. 
ii:  31-13.  She  became  the  foundress 
of  an  important  branch  of  the  family 
of  Jerahmeelites,  aud  from  her  were 
descended  Zabad,  one  of  David's 
mighty  men  and  Azariah,  one  of  the 
captains  of  hundreds  in  the  days  of 
Joasli.  1st  Chron.  si:  41,  and  2d 
Ohi'fm.  xsiii:  L 


AHOE  or  AIIOAH— [A-ho'ah,]  a 

thislls.  a  thorn,,  a  jkh-ho-ik,  broth- 
erhood. 
Aiioe  or  AnoAit  was  the  third  son 
of  Bela,  and  a  grandson  of  Benjamin. 
He  is  referred  to  in  1st  Chron.  viii:  4, 
where  the  posterity  of  Benjamin  are 
given.  He  was  the  chief  of  the  fam- 
ily of  Ahoites. 

AHOLAH  — A-ho'lah,]    his    taher- 

11/..: cl.c.  hi'J  tent. 
Allot  ah  and  Aholibah  were  two 
feigned  names  made  use  of"  by  liJEeki- 
el  xxiii :  4..  This  Prophet  represents 
by  them  the  two  kingdoms  of  Judah 
and  Israel.  Aholah  signifies  a  tent, 
and  stands  for  Samaria  and  the  ten 
tribes  that  revolted  under  Jeroboam. 
Aholibah  signifies  my  lent  is  in  her, 
and  stands  for  Jerusalem  and  the 
subjects  of  Judea.  Both  of  these1 
kingdoms  went  away  from  God,  gave 
themselves  up  to  their  enemies,  the. 


Because  of  this,  their  wickedness, 
the  Lord  abandoned  them  to  those 
very  people  for  whose  idolatry  and 
wicked  pva«ticos  they  had  shown  such 
afondness.  They  wore  conquered  and 
carried  into  bondage,  and  subjected 
to  tho  severest  servitude.  There  may 
have  been  two  persons  used  to  repre- 
sent these  two  kingdoms. 

AIIGLIAB— [A-ho'li-ab,]  the  tent  or 
taLcrnade,  rf  ike  father. 

AhoLIAB  was  the  son  of  Ahisa- 
maeh,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan,  and  he  was 
appointed  by  tho  Divine  Being  as  a 
helper  unto  Bczalecl  in  tho  important 
work  assigned  him.  There  may  have 
been  many  other  helpers  selected  who: 
were  wise -hearted.  But  Aholiab  was 
the  principal  one.     Ex.  xxxi:  G. 

It  seems  from  Ex.  xxxv :  34,  that 
Ahohab  was  as  divinely  called  and 
fitted  for  his  work,  as  was  Bezaleel, 
and  we  may  consider  that  his  position 
and  work  was  nearly  as  important 
God  prepared  them  alike  to  teach, 
"And  filled  them  with  wisdom  of 
heart  to  work  all  manner  of  work,  of 
the  engraver,  and  of  the  cunning 
workman,  and  of  the  embroiderer  in 
blue,  and  in  purple,  in  scarlet,  and  in 
fine  linen,  and  of  tho  weaver,  even  of 
them  that  do  any  work,  and  of  those 
that  devise  cunning  work."     Moses 
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appointed  thorn  tn  the  work,  and  when 
it  was  finished,  received  it  off  their 
hands,  and  pronounced  his  blessings 
upon  them.  Exodus  xxxvi:  2  and 
xxxix:43. 

AHOLIBAMAH~[A-ho-li'ba-mah] 
V),y  labcniac.lt'.  is  exalted. 
An  ol  i  cam  ah,  a  wife  of.  Eaau. 
She  is  sailed  Judith  in  Gen.  xxvi :  34, 
and  in  that  passage  it  is  told  us  that 
Esau  was  forty  years  old  when  he 
married  this  woman.  She  was  the 
mother  of  three  sons,  viz :  Jeush, 
Jaalam  and  Korah,  who  were  born  in 
the  land  of  Canaan.    Gen.  xxxvi :  5. 

AHUMAI— [A-hu'maiJ 

Aiitjmai  was  the  son  of  Jaliath,  a 
descendant  of  Juduli,  and  head  of  one 

of  I  ho  families  of  tin;  Zorathitos.  1st 
Chron.  iv:  2. 

AHUZAM—  [  A-hu'zam,]  their  tale- 


temnle.  __ 
to  his  office,  and  arc  among  those  who 
returned  from  Babylon.  Ez.  ii:  42; 
Net.  yii:  45. 

AKKUB,  S—the  print  of  ilte  foot 

icftarc  any  crcatari:  hath  leci,  mep- 
plantation. 
Akkub,    one    of    the    Nathinims 

,.  \v,.r-:.a  fu-inilv  returned  with  Zomblta- 
bel.    Ez.  ii:  45. 

AKKUB  4  —  the  print  of  the   foot 

w.Iuve  a;iy  eventiA-re  lic.il/-  heed ,  sitp- 


aiiuzam  was  tlie  son  of  Ashnr  by 

his  wife  Naarah,  and  the  lather  or 
founder  of  Tekoa.  1st  Chronicles 
iv:  G. 

AHUZZATH— [A-huz'zath]  posses- 

Aiiuzzaii  was  a  friend  of  Abime- 
lceh,  who,  in  company  with  Phichol, 
came  to  the.  patriarch  Isaac  to  estab- 
lish an  alliance  with  him.  The  cir- 
cumstance is  recorded  in  Gen.  xxvi ; 


AIAII — [A-i'ah,]  a  raven,  a  vulture, 
alas,  •where  is  it? 
Aiaii  was    the  father  of    Rizpah, 
who  was  secondary  wife  of  king  Saul. 
2d  Sam.  iii :  7— 2d  Sam.  xxi :  8. 

AJAH— [A'jah.] 

Ajaii  was  the  sou  of  Zibeon,  and 
the    grand-son   of  Seir,  the  Horile, 


AKAN. 

Akan  was  the  son  of  Ezer  and  the 
grand-son  of  Seir,  the  Horite.  Gen. 
xxxvi:  27. 

AKKUB,  1— [Ak'knb,]  the  print  of 
the  foot  where  any  creature  hath 

been.,  supjilantathon. 
Akkub  a  descendant  of  Zerubba- 
bel.    1st  Chron.  iii:  24. 


AKKUB,  2  —  the  print  of   the  fool 

■irhci'e  nay  crmUvea  hath,  hi'm,  sup- 
plantation. 
Akkub,  r  -     "    ' 


Akkub  was  a  Lcvite  who  assisted 
Ezra  in  expounding  the  law  to  the 
people.    Neb.,  viii :  7. 

ALEMETH— [Al'e-meth,]  a  hiding, 
youth,  worlds,  ".pon,  the  dead. 
Alii?jetii  was  the  son  of  Becher 
noticed  in  the  1st  Chron.  vii :  8. 
There  were  nine  of  them  brothers, 
whose  names  are  given  there.  In  1st 
Chron.  vi:  00,  there  is  a  city  men- 
tioned of  this  uamc.  It  was  probably 
named  in  honor  of  this  man. 

ALEXANDER,  1  —  [Al-ex-an'der  J 
one  that  assists  men,  one  that  tarns 
away  evil. 
At.7':xaxi-it'.r.  in  history  called  Al- 
exander the  Great,  is  supposed  to  ho 
referred  to  and  described  in  the  pro- 
phecy of  Pan.  vii :  6'.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  a  leopard  with  four  wings, 
to  signify  his  great  strength  and  the 
rapidity  with  which  conquest  will  suc- 
ceed conquest  under  him.  So  he 
is  understood  to  be  represented  in  viii ; 
4,  under  the  figure  of  a  he  goat.  And 
the  great  images  which  the  king  of 
Babylon  saw  in  his  dream;  with  its 
body  of  brass  is  understood  to  be  an 
emblem  of  Alexander  and  the  Mace 
donian  empire. 

ALEXANDER,  2—  One  that  assists 
men,  one  that  funis  away  evil. 
Alexandee  was  the  brother  of 
RufuSj  and  they  were  both  noted 
Christians,  the  sons  of  Simon  the 
Cyrenian,  who  was  compelled  to  bear 
Christ's  cross  when  he  fainted  under 
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ALEXANDER,  3-Oue  that  assists 
men,  one  that  turns  away  evil. 
Alexander  is  referred  to  in  Acts 
h :  6.  He  was  in  company  with  the 
chief  priests  and  ciders,  "when  they 
imprisoned  the  apostles  for  healing 
thes  impotent  man. 

ALEXANDER,  4— One  that  assists 
men,  one  that  turns  mmy  evil. 
Alexander,  va  called  the  copper- 
smith. Ho  made  pretentions  for  a 
while  to  be  a  christian,  but  his  con- 
duct was  blasphemous  and  Paul  de- 
livered him  over  to  Satan.  He  may 
have  been  sincere  at  first  and  may  be 
the  one  referred  to  iu  Acts  xix:  33. 
If  so  he  apostatized.  He  became  en- 
raged at  Paul  and  tried  to  injure  him, 
as  he  says  in  h;t  Tim.  i :  20  and.  in  2d 
Tim.  iv:  14-15. 

ALMODA.D — [Al-mr/dad,]  measure 
of  God. 
AlmODAD  was  the  son  of  Joktan 
of  the  family  of  Shem.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  names  of  his  brothers  as 
erven  in  Gen.  x :  26-29.  Sheleph  and 
Hazarmaveth  and  Jorah,  Hadoram 
and  Uzal  and  Diklah  and  Obal,  Abi- 
mael  and  Sheba,  Ophir  and  Havilah 

Sad  Jobab,  in  all  thirteen,  and  they 
ad  their  dwelling  from  Mesha  unto 
Sephar,  a  mount  of  the  oast. 

ALPHETJS,  1— [Al-fe'-ns,]  a  thou- 
sand, chief. 
Alfiieiib  was  the  name  of  the 
father  of  James,  the  less,  who  was 
cousin  of  our  Lord.  Alphcus  was  the 
husband  of  Maijr,  believed  to  be  the 
sister  of  the  virgin  Mary,  so  that  he 
was  the  uncle  of  the  son  of  Mary  by 
marriage,  and  the  father  not  only  of 
Jamc;;  the  lens,  but  of  <l  uda  and  Joses. 
They  are  called  the  Lord's  brothers; 
but  the  term  brother  is  too  general  in 
its  application  to  fix  their  relation- 
ship. They,  with  all  the  children  of 
Alpheus,  were  cousins.  Gal.  i:  19; 
Mark,  yi :  3.  Many  suppose  that  Cle- 
ofcas  and  Alphcus  are  the  same  person, 
the  former  being  the  Hebrew  name 
and  the  latter  the  Greek,  for  it  was 
common  in  those  times  for  persons  to 
have  two  names — one  of  them  used  by 
their  friends  and  countrymen  and  the 


other  used  by  Romans  and  strangers. 
[See  Cleopas.] 

There  was  another  Alphcus,  who 
was  the  father  of  Matthew,  one  of  the 
desciples  of  our  Lord,  and  one  of  the 
evangelists  —  the  first  who  wrote  a 
lii-toi'V  of  the  Lord. 

In  the  2d  chap,  of  Mark,  14th  verse, 
where  we  have  the  account  of  Mat- 
thew's call,  he  is  denominated  Levi, 
the  son  of  Alpheus.  Of  this  person- 
age we  know  nothing  further. 

ALVAN. 

Alvan  was  the  son  of  Shobal,  and 
the  grandson  of  Seir,  the  Horite. 
Gen.  xxxvi:  23. 


lam.     1st  Chron.  vii :  35. 

AMALEK  —  [Am'-a-Iek,]  a  people 
that:  Uchs  -up  or  -«sra  ill. 

Amalek  was  the  son  of  Eliphaa 
and  the  grandson  of  Esau.  There 
may  have  been  an  Amalek  long  before 
this  one,  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  be- 
cause there  was  a  people  called  Amal- 
ekites  iu  the  days  of  Cliedoilaomcr, 
the  king  of  Elam.  That  king  fought 
with  the  Amalekites,  and  smote  all 
the  country,  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  sprung  from  an 
Amalek  more  ancient  than  any  person 
hearing  that  name  that  wo  read  of. 

There  is  some  tradition  among  the 
Arabians  that  there  was  an  Amalek 
who  was  the  eon  of  Ham ;  and  many 
suppose  that  the  powerful  people  who 
attacked  tho  Israelites  in  the  wilder- 
ness, derived  their  ancestry  from  Ham 
rather  than  from  so  recent  an  origin 
as  Amalek,  the  grandson  of  Esau; 
and  there  is  an  allusion  made  by  Ba- 
laam to  Amalekites  as  "the  first  of 
the  nations"  that  will  not  so  well 
agree  with  the  descendants  of  Esau 
as  a  more  ancient  stock ;  and  there 
are  other  things  in  which  tho  fitness 
will  not  so  well  appear. 

The  descendants  of  the  Amalekites 
that  came  from  Esau  were  bitter  ene- 
mies of  tho  Israelites  or  Jews.  They 
probably  were  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  Jacob,  the  brother  of 
EsaUj  had  supplanted  him  and  secured 
his  birthright.  When  Israel  had  set- 
tled in  the  land  of  Canaan  and  were 
served  by  judges,  the  Amalekites  as- 
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sociated  themselves  with  the  Midian- 
ites  to  invade  the  land  of  Israel  when 
they  were  defeated  by  Gideon.  And 
when  the  form  of  Government  of 
Israel  was  about  to  bo  changed  from 
judges  to  that  of  king3,  Saul  was  sent 
to  fight  with  them,  and  utterly  destroy 
them.  He  fought,  and  conquered 
them,  and  destroyed  their  entire  army, 
but  spared  Agag,  their  king. 

God  did  not  approve  of  Saul's 
course  in  sparing  Agag,  and  the 
prophet  Samuel  took:  it  upon  himself 
to  hew  Agag  into  pieces,"  thusexe- 
cuf.ing  God's  decree  regarding  Am- 

But  Amalek,  the  grandson  of  Esau, 
succeeded  G;:tem  in  the  government 
of  the  Edomites.    Gen.  xxxvi :  16. 

The  ducal  government  prevailed 
first  among  the  sons  of  Esau.  Ania- 
lck  was  a  duke ;  i.  e.,  a  leader  or  cap- 
tain of  the  people.  Num.  xLv:  2§- 
and  1st  Sam.  xxvii :  8. 

AMAEIAH- [Am-a-ri-'-ah,]  the 
fflengtk  of  the  Lord. 
There  were  two  persons  of  this  name 
who  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
and  in  the  line  of  the  priests  to  the 
captivity.  The  first  was  the  son  of 
Meraioth,  and  the  second  was  the 
son  of  Azariah.    1st  Chronicles,  vi :  7 ; 


AMASA,  1 — [Am- ay '-sab,]  a  forgiv- 
ing  people,    the    burden    of    the 
people. 
Amasa  was  the  son  of  Jethor  or 
Ithra,  and  of  Abigail  the   sister  of 
David,  was  general  of  Absalom's  army 
in  the  rebellion.    He  fought  with  Joab 
who  was  tho  general  of  David's  army 
and  was  conquered.     When  Absalom 
was    slain    and    his    army    scattered, 
Amasa  expected  punishment  from  Da- 
vid   but  was  mercifully    spared,  and 
when  David  became  angry  at  Joab  his 
General  ho  pardoned  Amasa  and  ap- 

Sointed  bim  general  in  the  stead  of 
oab,  and  ga.vo  him  the  command  of 
Ilia  army.  Joab  was  not  pleased  at 
this  promotion  of  him  who  had  fought 
with  the  very  troops  he  now  command- 
ed in  a  rebellion,  and  probably  then  de- 
termined to  destroy  him,  as  he  after- 
wards did  in  a  most  dastardly  and  eow> 
ardly  manner. 

When  Sbeba  tbo  son  of  Bichrr  re- 
volted against  David,  he  gave  orders  to 


Amasa  to  assemble  all  Judah  and 
march  against  him.  But  while  Amasa 
was  delayed  in  gathering  the  army  to- 
gether and  getting  ready  for  battle  Joab 
and  Abishai  received  orders  from  the 
King  to  go  against  Sheba  the  son  of 
Bicliri  with  the  sis  hundred  men  on 
hand  ready  to  do  battle  for  the  King  at 
any  time.  And  they  made  ready  and 
went,  but  they  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  Amasa  with  the  main  army  over- 
took them  at  Gibeon.  And  when  he 
met  Joab  in  friendship  he  saluted  him 
according  to  tbo  custom  of  that  day, 
heartily.  Joab  approached  near  unto 
him  and  making  as  though  he  intended 
to  kiss  him,  with  one  hand  he  grasped 
his  sword  and  with  the  other  ho  caught 
the  beard  of  Amasa,  and  he  thrust  his 
sword  through  the  body  of  this  General 
of  David's  army,  so  that  he  expired  in 
a  short  time.  This  impious  and  wicked 
act  of  Joab  in  killing  a  young  man, 
and  his  kinsman,  and  the  kinsman  of 
King  David,  was  the  effect  of  jealousy, 
■for  Amasa  had  nover  wronged  him. 
But  he  feared  that  he  would  become 
:  permanently  his  equal  if  not  bis  supe- 
rior, and  hence  determined  to  slay  him. 
lie  was  actuated  by  the  samo  spirit  in 
killing  another  of  the  great  men  of 
Israel  I  mean  Aimer  the  son  of  Ner. 
Mfiam.  Jii:  27. 

AMASA,  2— A  forgiving  people,  the 
burden  of  the  people. 
In  the  days  of  Ahaa  King  of 
Judah  there  was  an  Amasa  the  sou 
of  Iladlai  who  occupied  a  somewhat 
conspicuous  place  in  the  government  of 
Israel  or  about  Samaria  the  Capitol. 
For  when  Israel  fought  with  Judah  and 
conquered  them,  and  brought  two 
hundred  thousand  captives  to  Sama- 
ria, Amasa  with  several  other  heads  of 
the  children  of  Ephraim  refused  to  let 
the  conquerors  enter  the  city_  with  their 
captives.  In  2d  Ohron.  xxviii,  we  have 
this  account,  and  from  it  we  may  learn 
that  Amasa  was  a  man  of  some  note 
amongst  them.  Especially  does  Ids  ad- 
dress to  the  conquerors  in  the  13th  verse 
show  that  he  feared  God  and  desired 
his  blcisltiii  upon  their  nation. 

AMASAI,  I— [Am-n-sa'i.] 

AMA8AI  was  a  Kohathite,  and  the 
father  of  Mahath,  and  ancestor  to- 
Samuel  and  Heman  the  singer.  1st 
Ohron.  vi:  25. 
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AMASAI,  2. 

Amasai  wa*  cli'O'f  of  t!>e  captains  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  who  deserted  to 
David  while  at  Zikkg.  lfii.CiiroQ.sii:  IS 

AMASAI,  3. 

Amasai  was  one  of  tho  Priests  who 
blow  trumpets  before  the  Ark  when 
David  brought  it  from  tho  house  of 
Obededom.     1st  Ghron.  xv>  24. 

AMASAI,  4, 

■  Amasai  was  another  Kohathite,  and 
father  of  another  Mahath  in  the  reign 
:':'—- '-:ih.    2d Chron.  xsis:  12. 


AMASAI,  5. 

Amasai  is  referred  to  In  1st  Chron. 
sii:  16,  19,  from  which  wo  may 
;udge  that  he  was  a  chief  of  Captains 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  who  went  to 
David  in  his  exile  as  did  many  other  of 
his  friends  to  diking  and  consoled  him 
and  joined  themselves  unto  him,  while 
Saul  full  of  wrath  was  seeking  him  for 
death.  When  David  heard  they  n 
coming,  he  went  to  meet  them,  a: 
thora  if  they  were  for  him  or  against 
him.  "If  ye  ho  conic  peaceably  nnlo 
me  to  help  me,  mine  heart  shall  bo  knit 
unto  you,  but  if  ye  be  come  to  betray 
mo  to  mino  enemies,  seeing  {hero  in  ■■■'■ 
wrong  in  mine  hands,  the  God  of 
fathers  look  thereon  and  rebuke  it." 
Amasai  stood  up  and  in  the  nam 
the  whole  company  said,    "Thine 

we,  David,  and  on  thy  side  thou  so 

Jesse.     Peace,  peace  he  unto  thee,  and 

{eaee  be  to  tbinc  helpers,  for  thy  God 
elpeth  thee."  As  David  became  sat- 
isfied that  Amasai  and  his  companions 
would  be  true  to  him  he  received  them 
at  once,  and  made  the  captains  officers 
in  his  army. 

AMA8HAI—  [Am-a-sha'i.  1 
Amasitai  was  the  son  of  Astarcel,  ho 

was  a  priest  in  the  time  of  Xohetuiah. 
Neh.  xi:  13. 

AMASIAH-[Am-a-3i'ah.] 

Amasiah  was  tho  sonof  Zicbriand 
commander  of  200,000  warriors  of 
Judah  in  iherei^noi'King  Jelio-h aphid. 
2dChion.  xvii:  16. 

AMAZIAH,    1-— [Ara-a-zi'-ah,]   the 
strength  of  the  Lord. 
Amaziaii  was  one  of  tho  Kings  of 
Judah  and  the  son  of  Joash.    He  suc- 


■eded  his  father  to  the  throne.     Ho 
as  twenty-live  years  of  n;;c  when  he 
>gan  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  twenty- 
no  years  at  Jerusalem. 
There  were  two  important  wars  pros- 
utcd    by    Amaziah ;    tho    one    was 
against  the  Edomitea  and  Amalekitea, 
and  the  other  against  Israel.     Ho  con- 
quered the  former,  but  was  conquered 
by  the  latter 

Amaziah  feared  the  God  of  his  far 
tiers  in  tho  beginning  of  his  reign. 
"Tie  did  good  in  the  sight  of  tho 
Lord,  hut  not  with  a  perfect  heart." 
As  soon  as  bo  was  settled  on  tho  throne 
he  executed  just  punishment  on  the 
murderers  of  his  father,  Joash,  by 
putting  them  to  death;  but  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses,  and  contrary  to 
the  customs  of  those,  times  and  coun- 
tries, he  would  not  imbrue  his  hands 
in  the  blood  of  the  innocent  children, 
The.  law  of  Bloses  was,  "The  fathers 
shall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  chil- 
dren, neither  shall  the  children  be  put 
to  death  for  the  fathers :  cvciy  man 
shall  bo  put  to  death  for  his  own  sins;." 
Doiif.  xxiv;  16. 

"When  about  to  prepare  his  expedi- 
tion against  Edom  and  Amalclt,  he 
chose  him  an  army  from  Judah  and 
Benjamin,  of  young  men  in  the  flower 
of  their  age,  about  twenty  years  old. 
His  muster  resulted  in  {tat  he  ring  to- 
gether an  army  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand men  able  to  hear  arms.  Ho  sent 
to  tho  Ling  of  Israel  and  hired  one 
hundred  thousand  of  his  men  for  a 
hundred  talents  of  silver. 

But  while  he  was  preparing  for  the 
expedition,  and  about  ready  to  go  out 
to  war,  a  prophet  came  to  him  and 
said,  "O,  King,  let  not  the  army  of 
Israel  go  with  thee,  for  the  Lord  is  not 
with  Israel."  God  gave  Amaziah  to 
understand  through  his  prophet  that 
ho  must  dismiss  the  army  of  the  Israel- 
ites, for  they  wore  bad  men.  God  was 
angry  with  them  and  would  not  give 
him  success  if  (hey  went.  Now,  Am- 
aziah had  probably  paid  the  hire,  a 
hundred  talents  of  silver,  (o  the  King 
of  Israel,  hut  he  is  commanded  to  give 
up  their  service  and  send  them  back  to 
their  master,  and  lie  did.  But  these 
Israelite  soldier*  wem  dlssaiisfed,  mid 
taking  their  dismission  in  affront,  on 
their  way  to  Samaria  they  fell  upon 
tho  cities  of  Judah  and  destroyed  them 
from.BethhorontoSamaria,  killing  three 
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thousand  men  and  taking  much  cattle 

or  booty  in  their  conquest. 

Amaziah,  after  dismissing  the  hired 
soldiers,  made  war  upon  the  nations  of 
Edom  and  Amalekites,  and  conquered 
them.  In  battle  he  slew  ten  thousand 
and.  took  as  many  prisoners  alive,  and 
brought  them  to  a  certain  place  in 
Arabia  where  he  executed  them.  He 
also  obtained  much  spoils  and  vast 
riches. 

After  conquering  the  Edoiuitc-i  in 
'     'T  "  y  of  Salt  lie  look  llteiv  gods 


begun  Ills  reign  a.-,  Au'ieikluIi  had,  and 
had  been  prospered  by  the  God  of  his 
fathers  as  he  had,  should  be  so  elated 
with  his  victory  as  to  forget  bin  obliga- 
tions and  offer  such  insults  to  Jehovah 
as  to  engage  in  the  gross  idolatry  of 
the  heathen  nation  he  had  just  con- 
quered. 

Amaziah  it  would  seem,  after  his 
victory  over  the  nations  with  whom  he 
had  fought,  thought  himself  invincible 
and  able  to  conquer  any  nation.  He 
meditated  in  his  heart  the  conquest  of 
Israel.  Whether  he  had  any  thought 
of  revenging  the  death  of  the  three 
thousand  men  that  had  been  killed 
from  Bethhoron  to  Samaria  by  the  dis- 
missed soldiery-or  not,  we  cannot  cer- 
tainly tell,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  con- 
templated bringing  back  the  revolted 
tribes,  and  making  his  kingdom  exten- 
sive as  it  was  in  the  days  of  his  father 
David.  Ho  wrote  to  the  king  of  Israel 
to  this  effect:  "  Como  out  with  Israel 
to  war  with  me.  Gome,  let  us  look  one 
another  in  the  face."  It  is  quite  prob- 
able that  this  challenge  was  made 
grounded  on  the  matter  to  which  we 
have  referred,  viz:  the  slaughter  of  the 
three  thousand.  He  required,  proba- 
bly, of  Joash,  a  repairing  of  this 
breach  so  far  as  it  could  be  repaired. 
The  king  of  Israel  answered  him  by 
tho  fable  of  tlie  cedar  of  Lebanon  and 
the  thistle  trodden  down  by  a  beast. 
This  may  be  considered  a  grave  rebuke 
for  the  challenge  and  advice  to  with- 
draw it.  It  was  not  a  challenge  to  a 
persona!  combat,  to  fight  a  duel,  but  it 
was  a  challenge  to  bring  the  forces  of 
Israel  and  Judah  into  the  field  and  try 
the  strength  of  the  nations,  which 
would  result  in  tho  loss  of  thousands  of 
men.  In  this  fable,  recorded  in  2d 
Kings  siv:  'J,  11,  the  King  of  Israel 


compares  himself  to  the  cedar  of  Leb- 
anon, and  Amaziah  to  a  thistle— a 
sony  weed.  He  then  tells  him  that 
he  does  not  fear  him,  but  rather  de- 
spised him,  and  scorned  to  havo  any- 
thing to  do  with  him,  or  make  any  al- 
liance with  him,  as  the  cedar  would  to 
join  its  daughter  to  a  thistle.  He 
then  foretells  the  fall  of  Amaziah— "a 
wild  beast  trod  down  the  thistle,"  and 
so  put  an  end  to  the  treaty  with  the 
cedar.  The  meaning  of  this  probably 
was :  Israel  can  crush  Judah,  or  Joash 
can  conquer  Amaziah.  He  then  shows 
him  the  folly  of  his  challenge  '■  "Thou 
bast  indeed  smitten  Edom,  a  weak,  un- 
armed, undisciplined  body  of  men,  but 
thou  canst  not  thus  subdue  Israel. 
Thou  art  proud  of  the  blow  given 
Edom  as  if  that  had  made  thee  invinci- 
ble and  unconquerable."  He  would 
have  Amaziah  content  with  the  honor 
he  had  won,  and  not  hazard  that  by 
grasping  for  more.  But  the  King  of 
Judah  would  not  hearken,  and  as  he 


him  face  to  face  and  defeated  him,  and 
took  him  prisoner  and  carried  him  to 
Jerusalem.  The  gates  of  the  city  were 
open  to  rceeive  him,  and  he  took  pos- 
session of  it  and  plundered  it,  and  car- 
ried the  gold  and  silver  to  Samaria 
with  the  rich  vessels  of  the  house  of 
God  and  the  treasury  of  the  royal 
palace,  and  the  sons  of  his  own  people 
that  had  been  hostages  in  Jerusalem. 
Ainaziah  was  thus  brought  down 
and  humbled  by  a  conqueror.  He 
reigned  fifteen  years  after  tlie  death  of 
Joash,  but  did  not  return  to  the  God 
from  whom  he  had  wickedly  wandered. 
After  this  a  conspiracy  was  raised 
against  him  and  he  fled  to  Lachish, 
but  was  assassinated  there  by  the  con- 
spirators. Some  of  Ins  subjects  car- 
ried his  dead  body  to  the  city_  of  David 
and  prepared  it  for  burial  with  his  an- 
cestors.    2d  Kings  xiv.  2d  Chron.  xxv. 

AMAZIAH,  2—  [Am-a-zi'ah,]   the 
strength  of  the  Lord. 
Amaziah  wa:<  an  idolatrous  high 

Siest  of  the  golden  calf  of  Bethel, 
e  is  referred  to  in  Amos,  vii :  9-17. 
Tho  prophet  Amos  predicted  tho  ruin 
of  the  high  places  of  Israel,  and  the 
utter  destrufHiori  of  tho  family  of  J 


■s  flee  from  Israel  into  the  laud  of 
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Judah,  and  no  more  prophesy  against 
Israel  find  her  kings,  lie  probably 
accused  Amos  to  the  king  as  a  traitor, 
and  a  troubler  of  the  people.  But  iu 
the  stead  of  heeding  his  advice,  the 
true  prophet  fissured  him  that  his  per- 
secution of  him  should  be  resented  by 
(lie  Almighty,  lie  assured  Aniaziah 
that  his  wife  should  become  base  and 
a  prostitute,  that  his  children  should 
be  cruelly  murdered,  and  his  inherit- 
ance should  be  possessed  by  his  ene- 
mies. That  he  himself  should  die  in 
lonely  exile,  and  Israel  should  go  into 
captivity. 

AMINADAB,  1— [A-min'a-dab,] 

prince  of  i-kn  people,  a  people  that 

Amjnadad  waft  the  father  of  Eli- 
sheba,  Aaron's  wife,  and  is  referred  to 
in  Ex.  vi :  23. 

AMINADAB,  Z-Prince  of  tlie  peo- 
ple, a  people  that  vows. 
A.I.IIH.-VOAI!  is  mentioned  in  Math, 
i ;  4,  as  of  the  progenitors  of  Christ. 
He  svas  the  son  of  Aram,  and  father 
of  Naason. 

AMINADAB  3,  or  ABINADAB— 

I'iiuce  iif  On:  :p<'«V  !■•'■■  '■'  propti:  thai. 

AiiiNAHAB,  or  Atunadae,  was  £ 
Lcvite,  and  an  inhabitant  of  Kirjath- 
joarim.  The  ark  of  God  was  depos- 
ited with   him   after   it  was   brought 


froi__ 

I' or  seven  months  after  it  was  taken 
it  was  with  the  Philistines,  and  when 
they  determined  to  send  it  back  to 
Shiloh,  they  took  it  as  far  as  this  place, 
whioh  was  a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
belonging  to  the  priests.  Some  Levites 
i  ■■■'.  pos     saion  of  it. 

Here  the  order  of  Iho  divine  Being 
regarding  the  ark  was  violated,  for 
some  of  the  people  of  the  city,  out  of 
curiosity,  looked  into  the  ark.  For 
this  the  Lord  destroyed  seventy  of  the 
principal  men  belonging  to  .lief 
mesh,  and  -fifty  thousand  of  the 
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The  order  of  Jehovah  was  that  not 
only  the  common  people  should  not 
look  into  the  ark  upon  pain  of  death, 
but  even  the  Lcvites  were  solemnly 
prohibited.  Num.  iv :  20.  "  But  they 
shall  not  go  in  to  see  when  the  holy 
things  are  covered  lest  they  die."    The 


people  of  this  city  realized  that  it  was 
fearful  thing  to  use  irreverent  bold- 
_ess  with  holy  tilings,  and  so  trample 
upon  the  authority  of  (rod.  They  be- 
sought the  men  of  Kirjath-jearini  to 
come  and  take  possession  of  the  ark, 
and  they  did,  and  deposited  it  in  the 
honso  of  Abinadab,  and  his  son  Ele- 
azer  was  placed  in  charge  of  it.  1st 
Sam.  vii:  1.  "And  the  men  of  Kir- 
jath-jearini came  and  fetched  up  the 
ark  of  the  Lord  and  brought  it  into 
the  house  of  Abinadab,  in  the  hill, 
and  sanctified  Eieazer  his  son  to  keep 
the  ark  of  the  Lord." 

Abinadab  dwelt  in  Gibeath,  that  is 
to  say,  in  the  highest  part  of  the  city. 
The  chariots  of  Aminadib  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Songs  of  Solomon,  vi ;  12. 
This,  of  course,  is  another  Aminadib, 
who,  we  may  suppose,  was  celebrated 
ehi'vioicc;-.     lie  may  have   been 

jiratcd  for  lightness  of  his  chariots 

and  the  swiftness  of  liia  horses,  or  he 
may  liave  been  celebrated  for  In":,  skill  in 
driving,  as  Jolm  the  son  of  N  imsiii  was. 

AMITTAI— [A-mit'tai.J 

Amittai  was  the  lather  of  Jonah 
the  prophet.    Jon.  i:  1. 

AMMIEL,  1— [Am'mi-el.] 
AmmIEL  was  of  the  tribe  of  Dan, 

and  was  selected  by  Moses  as  one  of 
the  twelve  spies  to  search  out  and  ex- 
amine the  state  of  the  land  of  Uanaan. 
Num.xiii:12. 

AMMIEL,  2. 

Ammiel  was  the  father  of  Machir, 
iu  whose  house  Mephibosheth,  the 
son  of  Jonathan,  was  dwelling  when 
David  learned  of  him,  and  deter- 
mined to  show  him  kindness  for  Jona- 
than, his  father's  sake.  He  is  called 
Ammiel  of  Lodehar,  because  he  hired 
them.    2d  Sam.  is:  4. 

AMMIEL,  3. 

Amjiiel  was  the  sixth  son  of  Obed 
Edoni,  and  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
1st  Chron.  xxvi :  5. 

AMMIHUD,  1— [Am'mi-hud,]  peo- 
ple of  praise. 
AsiMIHUD  was  of  the  tribe  of  1-lphra- 
im,  and  the  father  of  Elishamat  the 

K'inco  of  that,  tribe,  who  assisted 
oses  in  numbering  the  tribes  of  Is- 
rael.    Num.  i :  10. 
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AMMIHUD,  2— People  of  praise. 

Ammitiud  was  the  father  of  Peda- 
lic!,  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  who  was 
a  prince,  and  assisted  in  dividing  the 

land  of  Canaan.    Num.  xxxiv :  28, 


Ammihud  was  the  rather  of  Talinai, 
king  of  Geshur.  This  Talmai  was  the 
grandfather  of  Absalom,  and  gave  him 
a  home  the  three  years  he  was  exiled 
from  his  father  David  for  the  murder 
of  Amnon.    2d  Sam.  xiiii  37. 

AMMISH  ADDAI  —  [Am-mi-shad'- 
dai,]  the  people,  of  the  A  hrdgidy. 
Ammtrii  addai  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan,  and  the  father  of  Ahiezer,  the 
prince,  who  assisted  iVloses  in  number  - 
lug  the  tribes  of  Israel.    Numb,  i:  12. 

AMMIZABAD— [Am-miz'a-bad.] 

Ammizabai>  was  the  son  of  Bcna- 
iah,  is  reckoned  in  the  course  of  his 
father  when  tho  monthly  service  was 
.instituted.    IrX  Chron.  sxvii :  6. 

AMMON — [Am'mon,]  the  son  of  my 
people. 
Ammon,  or  the  father  of  the  Am- 
monites, was  the  son  of  Lot's  youngest 
daughter,  ('idled  in  Gun.  sis:  88j  Ben- 
ammi.  He  dwelt  on  the  east  sido  of 
the  Dead  Sea,  in  the  mountains  of 
Gilead,  or  his  descendants  did,  and 
they  became  very  numerous.  They 
were  somewhat  favored  of  God,  in 
that  the  Israelite;-  were  forbidden  (o 
disturb  them.  Deut.  ii:  19,  "And 
when  thou  oomest  nigh  over  against 
the  children  of  Amnion,  distress  thorn 
not,  nor  meddle  with  them:  for  I  will 
not  give  thee  of  the  land  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Amnion  any  possession,  be- 
cause I  have  given  it  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Lot  for  a  possession."  Thus 
we  observe  that  the  Lord  favored  the 
posterity  of  the  noted  kinsman  of 
Abraham.  They  as  well  as  the  chil 
dion  of  Moab,  Lot's  eldest  daughter's 
son,  were  to  be  preserved  while  the 
Israelites  marched  through  the  land 
.as  conquerors,  though  they  were 

to  receive  them  into  the  congregf. 

of  Israel  to  the  tenth  generation,  for 
the  reason  that  they  did  not  render 
help  to  Israel  when  it  was  in  their 
power,  and  more  than  that,  they  were 
implicated  in  hiring  Balaam  to  c 


They  were  idolaters  worshiping  Mo- 

eh  and  Chemosh.    In  tho  time  of 

Jepthah,  or  a  little   before  his   timo, 

' '  ■    OHgHgttd  in  ;!.  wav  with  the  Israel- 

They  invaded  the  land  with  a 

of  conquering  the  tribes  of  Ju- 

dah,  Benjamin  and  Ephiaim.  They 
were  resisted  by  Israel  dwelling  in 
that  part  of  the  laud,  and  Jepthah  \va3 
chosen  as  their  General.  Jepthah  en- 
gaged with  and  conquered  them,  with 
a  very  great  slaughter. 

Tlmy  recovered  somewhat  from  this 
.jnquest  by  Jepthah, andin  the  day3 
of  Saul,  they  were  in  battle  again  with 
Israel  and  were  conquered.  In  the 
of  David  they  were  conquered 
again.  Jehoshaphat  routed  them  dur- 
ing his  reign,  and  Uszlah,  King  of 
Judah,  entirely  overthrew  them,  and 
made  them  tributary  to  his  kingdom. 
They  rebelled  in  the  days  of  Jotham, 
but  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
purchasing  peace  at  very  dear  rates, 
i!  And  the  children  of  Amnion 
him  the  same  year  a  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  and  ten  thousand 
measures  of  wheat,  and  ten  thousand 
of  barley." 

They  continued  to  bo  enemies  of 
the  Jews  oven  after  the  Babylonian 
laptivity.  But  at  length  their  ani- 
aiosities  ended.  The  Jews  destroyed 
their  city' Jasher,  and  the  neighboring 
'-wns.     They  plundered  the  cities  and 

wns,  destroyed  the  men,  and  carried 

e  women  and  children  into  captivity. 

Tho  prophecies  regarding  Amnion 
have  been  fulfilled.     "The  Ammon- 


AMNON— [Am'-uonJ  faithful  and 

true,  foster  father. 

Amnon  was  tho  eldest  son  of  David 
by  Ahinoam,  his  second  wife.  He 
defiled  his  half-sister,  Tamar,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Maachah  and  the 
sister  of  Absalom.  This  so  enraged 
Absalom  that  he  sought  to  slay  him ; 
and  at  length  au  opportunity  was  of- 
fered him.  Two  years  after  this 
wicked  act  of  Amnon,  Absalom  had  a 
feast  to  which  he  invited  all  the  king's 
sons.  Ho  laid  his  plot,  and  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  in  the  feast,  "when  Am- 
non's  heart  was  merry  with  wine,"  he 
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gave  his  order  to  his  servants  to  kill 
Amnon,  and  his  order  was  obeyed. 

Thus  died  one  who  might  have  filled 
the  throne  of  Israel,  by  (ho  hands  of 
his  brother,  with  a  fool  stain  upon  his 
character  of  defiling  an  innocent  one. 
2d  Ham.  siii. 

AMON,  1— [Af -monJ  faithful,  true. 
Ahon,  the  first  one  rf  this  name 

we  notice,  was  a  governor  of  Samaria, 
whom  Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel,  or- 
dered to  imprison  the  prophet  Hieaiah 
because  he  had  not  prophesied  to 
please  him.  lie  ordered  Amon  to 
put  Micaiah  in  prison  and  "feed  him 
With  bread  ol'afilicticin  and  with  water 
of  affliction"  until  ho  returned  safe 
from  the  war.    1st  Kings,  xxii :  2G,  27. 

AMON,  2— Faithful,  true. 

Amon  was  the  son  of  Manassch.  by 
Meshnllomcth,  the  daughter  of  Haruz, 
Ho  was  the  fourteenth  king  of  Judah, 
and  began  his  reign  iu  (be  23d  year  of 
his  age,  and  reigned  two  years.  Ho 
was  a  very  wicked  king,  for  ho  walked 
in  tlics  way  lik  lather  had  walked.  lie 
was,  like  Monarch,  an  idolater;  but 
unlike  him  in  that  ho  did  not  repent 
at  any  time  of  his  wickedness,  but  went 
on  as  a  monster  in  Kin,  growing  worse 
and  worse,  until  finally  his  servants 
murdered  him  in  hi;-;  own  house. 

"What  was  the  occasion  of  thin  act 
o  do  not  know.     It 


was  not  approved  by  the  populace,  as 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  they 
rose  up  and  slew  the  murderers  of 
Amon. 

This  king,  like  several  other  kings 
that  were  idolaters  and  the  successors 
of  idolaters,  had  a  short  reign,  and 

Eas  brought  to  an  untimely  end.  It 
.!>;  been  said,  by  Jewish  writers,  that 
the  sons  of  Jewish  kings,  who  became 
idolaters,  hardly  ever  reigned  more 
than  two  years.  This  was  the  fact  as 
to  the  son  of  Jeroboam ;  also  Blah, 
the  son  of  Baasha,  and  Joram,  the 
son  of  Ahab. 

Amon,  after  his  murder,  was  buried 
in  the  garden  of  Uzza,  supposed  to  bo 
a  family  burying  ground.  2d  Kings, 
xxi:2d  Chron.  xxxiii. 

AMON,  3,  or  Kill— Faithful,  true. 

Amos  or  Ami,  was  a  noted  man 
among  the  returned  captives  from 
Babylon.    He  is  referred  to  in  Ezra, 


57,  and  iu  Neb.  vii :  59.  His  de- 
scendants are  referred  to  there  in  the 
transcript  of  the  register  of  those  who 
had  come  out  of  Babylon  with  Zerub- 
babel. 

AMOS— -[A'moz,]  loading,  weighty. 

Ajios  was  one  of  the  twelve  lesser 
rophets.  In  his  youth  ho  was  a 
lerdsman  of  Tekoa  which  was  a  small 
town  in  the  land  of  Judah,  a  few 
Lies  south  of  Jerusalem. 

_.  e  is  supposed  to  have  been  born 
within  the  territories  of  the  kingdom 
of  Israel,  but  retired  to  this  little 
town  to  dwell  in  privacy  —  for  his 
mouth  had  been  closed  up  by  the 
wicked  idolaters  of  Israel.  lie  was 
sent  to  them  as  a  reformer  and  boldly 
declared  the  word  of  the  Lord  regard- 
ing the  kingdoms  of  Israel  'and 
Judah. 

He  spake  against  the  crying  sins  of 
the  Israelites  -openly  charging  (hem 
with  the  idolatry  of  the  calvey  at  Beth- 
el— ho  accuses  them  of  oppression, 
wantonness  and  obstinacy.  Ho  also 
accuses  Judah  of  carnal  security,  sen- 
suality and  injustice.  He  declares  the 
threatening,?!  of  Jehovah,  and  proph- 
esies not  only  the  captivity  hut  the 
utter  ruin  of  those  nations. 

His  prophecies  were  given  in  the 
time  of  Uzziah,  king  of  Judah,  and 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Joash,  king  of 

Amaziah  was  the  high  priest  at 
Bethel,  and  the  one  that  expelled  Amos 
as  a  prophet.  He  brought  an  accusa- 
tion against  him  before  Jeroboam  the 
king,  to  this  effect.  "Amos  hath  con- 
spired against  them  in  the  midst  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  the  land  13  not  able 
to  bear  all  his  words— for  this  Amos 
saith  Jeroboam  shall  die  by  the  sword, 
and  Israel  shall  be  led  away  captive 
out  of  their  own  land."  Amaziah 
said  therefore  unto  Amos,  "O  thou 
seer  go,  flee  theo  away  into  the  laud 
of  Judah,  and  there  eat  bread  and 
prophesy  there,  but  prophesy  not  again 
any  more  at  Bethel  for  it  is  the  kings 
chapel  and  it  is  the  kings  court." 

Amos  gave  Amaziah  an  answer  to 
this  address  and  expulsion  from  Beth- 
el, in  which  he  declared  what  the 
Lord  had  given  him  to  say. 

Some   writers   have    supp 
propheeies  of  Amos  to  be  wanting  i_ 
that  sublimity  and  naturalness  of  ex- 
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pression  that  other  prophets  have,  but 
no  one  can  read  the  book  without  ad- 
miring the  imagery  he  has  taken  from 
the  scenes  around  him,  and  his  descrip- 
tions of  some  of  them  are  as  eloquent 
passages  aa  can  bo  found  in  any  of  the 
«;!!■;■;::.[.  writings. 

The  time  and  manner  of  his  death 
are  not  known.— [See  Book  of  Amos.] 

AMOZ — [A'moz,]  strong,  robust. 

Amoz,  it  is  supposed,  wa3  the  son 
of  King  Joash  and  the  brother  of 
Amaziah,  but  of  this  we  cannot  be 
certain,  but  we  know  he  was  the  father 
of  Isaiah.     laa.  i:  1. 

AMBAM—  [Am'ram,]    an.    exalted, 

'i)':opfc,  /:■■■/ hi ff-'ch  of  corn. 
Amram  was  the  husband  of  Joche- 
bed  and  the  father  of  the  illustrious 
joint-leaders  of  Israel,  Aaron,  Miriam 
and  Moses.  He  was  probably  a  noted 
man  in  the  nation,  and  a  devoted  ser- 
vant of  the  God  of  his  fathers.  The 
Almighty  Haw  fit  to  select  from  bis 
family  the  emancipator  of  the  down- 
trodden and  oppressed  race.  When 
Moses  was  bom  bo  was  associated  with 
Jockobcd  the  mother  in  concealing 
the  infant.  And  in  planning  for  the 
future  of  the  child.  He  made  and 
prepared  I  he  frail  craft  in  which  Moses 
was  placed,  committed  it  to  the  river 
Kile,  and  wben  Moses  was  rescued  by 
Pharoah'a  daughter,  and  placed  in  hi 3 
family  to  be  nursed,  be  caressed  him 
as  his  own  son,  and  was  satisfied  that 
a  glorious  future  was  before  bim.  He 
died  in  Egypt  at  the  age  of  one  hun- 
dred and  tl -  ' 


AMEAPHEL—  [A.m/ra-fel,]  one  that 
speaJcs  of  hidden  thing::  or  of  n 
Amrapitei,  was  (lie  kins  of  Villi 
and  was  one  of  (lie  confer.!? rates  who 
made  war  with  the  Kings  of  Sodom 
Gomorrah,  Admah,  Zeboim  and  Zoar, 
Gen.  xiv:  1.  He  with  others  joined 
with  him  conquered  the  country,  and 
they  took  Lot  and  his  family  prisoners 
at-  Sodom.  Abraham  pursued  after 
them  and  overtook  them  and  recaptured 
Lot.     [Sec  Choderlaomer.] 

AMZI— [Am'?t,!  s/ro»g:  nnr/7>,fy. 

There  are  two  persons  of  this  n.  .  . 
though  there  is  no  history  of  either 
recorded.       One    in    1st    Chron. 


This  name  occur1!  in  the  genealogy 
of  the  priests  and  Lovitcs.  Ho  was  a 
descendant  of  Levi  and  the  sixth  from 
Merarij  Levi's  son.  In  Net.  xi:  12, 
Amziis  numbered  with  the  priests,  or 
at  least  Adaiah  a  descendant  of  Aiazi 
with  two  hundred  and  forty-two  of  Ins 
brethren  assisted  in  doing  iho  work  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord  in  Jerusalem. 

AMAH— [Ay '-nab,]  one  who  answers 
or  singx.  pour,  ajjlictcd. 
Ak.ui  was  a  Duto  of  Mt.  Sou-  the 
__n  of  Zibcori  the  Horite,  and  the 
father  of  Aholibamah  the  wife  of 
Esau.  In  Gen.  xsxvi ;  24,  Anab  is 
said  to  have  found  the  mules  in  the  wil- 
derness as  ho  led  the  asses  of  Zibeon, 
his£ilh.er.  This  may  allude  to  the  stat- 
ute presented  in  Leviticus  sis:  10. 
"Thou  shalt  not  let  thy  cattle  gender 
with  a  divorce  kind,"  as  violated  in  tho 
existence  of  these  animals. 

ANAK—  [Ay'-nak,]  acollar,  anorna- 
ment. 

Anak  was  the  son  of  Arbah  and  the 
chief  of  the  Anakins  who  were  gigan- 
tic. At  the  time  Joshua  entered  and 
conquered  Canaan,  they  were  comidor- 
ablo  as  to  number,  .and  they  dwelt  in 
Hebron,  Debir,  Anab  and  other  places 
'n  that  part  of  the  land.  Some  of 
.born  bad  their  dwellings  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Judab  and  I  racl.  But  Joshua 
cut  them  oif  until  there  were  none  of 
them  left  in  tbo  land  save  in  G-azar, 
G-ath  and  Ashdod.  Jos.  si:  21,  22. 
When  Moses  sent  the  spies  out  to  view 
tbo  promised  land,  ton  of  them  who 
were  unbelieving,  when  they  saw  the 
extraordinary  stature,  and  pro!] ably 
the  fierce  looks  of  these  child  re  11 
of  Anak,  were  alarmed,  and  wben 
they  made  their  report  to  Moses  and 
Israel  it  was:  "The  land  through  which 
have  gone  to  search  it,  isalandthat 
eateth  up  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and 
all  the  people  that  wo  saw  in  it  are  men 
of  a  great  stature.  And  there  wo  saw 
the  giants  tbo  sons  of  Audi,  which 
come  of  the  giants,  and  wo  were  in  our 
own  sight  as  grasshoppers,  and  so  we 
were  in  their  sight"    Num.  xiii:  S3. 

The  sons  of  Anak  wero  Sheshai, 
Abimam  and  Talmai. 

ANAMIM— [Ana-mim.l 

Anamiji  was  the  second  son  of  Miz- 
raim.     Gen.  x:    13.     Ho  was  then  a 
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descendant  of  Ham,  and  bis  posterity 
are  supposed  to  Lave  peopled  a  part  of 
Africa. 

AN  AN— [A'naaJ  a  chud,  a  pro- 
'-       phecy. 

Anan  was  an  important  personage. 
He  was  one  of  the  heads  of  the  peo- 
ple after  (he  return  from  Babylon,  and 
signed  the  covenant  with  NchciiHah. 
Neks:  28. 

ANANI— [An-a'ni.] 

Anani  was  the  i.cvemhson  of  Elio:- 
nai,  and  was  descended  through  Zerub- 
babcl  from  the  royal  line  of  Judali. 
1st  Chron.  m ;  24. 

ANANIAH— [Ao-a-ni'ah.] 

Anahiah  was,  it  io  supposed,  a 
priest  and  tho  ancestor  of  Azariah. 
who  resisted  Nchemiah  in  rebuilding 
(lie  city  w;ills.    Web.  iii:  23. 
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ANANIAS,  1— [Ad* 

cloud  of  (ha  Lord. 

There  w a: s  an  Ananias,  with  his  wife 
Sapbira,  among  the  first  converts  to 
Ciiiistlanity  in  Jerusalem. 

The  gospel  of  Christ  was  to  be 

S reached  in  all  nations,  beginning  at 
crusalem.  Among  these  Christians 
at  Jerusalem  there  was  a  temporary 
regulation  that  rll  the  converts  were 
to  fcava  all  things  in  common.  Their 
estates  were  to  bo  given  in  to  a  com- 
mon treasury.  Ananias  sold  his  es- 
tate, bu6  reserved  a  part  of  the  money 
to  himself.  Ho  came  to  the  apostle 
with  a  lie  in  h's  heart,  on  his  lips,  and 
in  Lis  act.  The  act  lie  performed  of 
handing  over  to  Peter  the  money,  v>'w.-: 
a  lie,  for  he  thereby  said :  "  This  it- 
tho  amount  I  received  for  ray  prop- 
erty." Having  tho  lie  in  his  heart,  and 
having  gone  so  ihv  in  developing  St,  ho 
wari  prepared  to  go  further.  lie  stood 
before  the  apostle,  though  he  know 
that  ho,  with  his  brother  ap( 
was  qualified,  by  the  Holy  Gin  , 
discern  secrets,  and  ailirmod  that  he 
had  brought  the  whole  price.  Peter 
rebuked  hi  hi  sharply  for  his  wicked- 
no:::;  in  telling  tho  lie. 

He  might  lawfully  have  kept  the 
whole,  but  hero   lie   stands   befo 


was  retaining  a  part  to  himself.    Peter 
charged  him  with  Laving  "  lied  unto 


God ;"  and  hardly  had  the  charge  fal- 
len upon  his  ear  until  the  arrow  of  the 

Almighty's  vengeance  pierced  him. 
lie  fell  down  dead  at  the  a  dob  tic's 
"  ct. 

What  a  solemn  scene  for  Peter  and 
his  brethren  to  witness  I  and  oh,  what 
a  terrible  lesson  to  tho  membership 
of  tho  infant  Jerusalem  church.  But 
the  terrible  scene  is  not  yet  all  given. 
Tho  dissimulation  on  the  part  of  the 
fallen  was  by  and  with  tho  consent  of 
Bapphira,  his  wife.  About  three 
hours  after,  she  came  in,  not  knowing 
what  had  been  done.  Peter  asked 
her  tho  question :  l:  Did  ye  sell  the 
land  for  so  much?"  Sho  answered 
yes.  Then  Peter  informed  her  of  the 
fato  of  her  husband,  and,  probably  in 
the  same  sentence,  that  her  doom,  too. 
was  scaled.  "Behold,  the  feet  oi 
them  that  have  buried  thy  husband 
aro  at  the  door,  and  shall  carry  thee 
out."  Sho  died,  stricken  of  God  in 
vengeance,  and  was  buried  beside  her 
husband.  Together  they  embraced 
religion;  together  they  yielded  to  the 
temptation  to  retain  a  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money;  and  so  sinned.  They 
died  within  three  hours  of  each  other, 
and  are  buried  by  each  other's  side ; 
and  together  the  immortal  spirits 
stand  in  tho  presence  of  the  God  unto 
whom  they  lied.    Acts,  v. 

ANANIAS,  2—  The  cloud  of  the 

Ananias,  the  disciple  of  Christ, 
who  lived  at  Damascus  at  the  time 
that  Saul  was  persecuting  Christiana, 
in  supposed  to  have  been  one  of  tho 
sevouiy  sent  J'orlh  l.o  preach, 

He  was  a  preacher  at  Damascus, 
and  when  Saul  of  Tarsus  was  a  penl- 
tant  sinner  at  the  house  of  Judas,  on 
the  street  which  is  called  strait,  he 
was  in  the  bounds  of  the  pastoral 
charge  of  Ananias.  That  being  tho 
case,  it  is  no  wonder  that  God  selected 
him  as  the  instructor  of  this  penitent. 
He  was  directed  in  a  vision  to  go  to 
this  house  and  enquire  for  Saul  of 
Tarsus.  He  was  also  informed  in  the 
vision  that  Saul  was  praying;  but  ha 
was  also  informed  that  the  praying 
Saul  was  favored  by  a  vision  iu  which 
he  Lad  seen  a  man  named  Ananias 
coming  in  and  ministering  to  him. 

Ananias  begged  to  be  excused,  for 
he  had  heard  of  Saul  asagrcatperse- 


jooglc 


■\  XA 


m 


AND 


cutor  of  Christiana,  and,  moreover,  had 

heard  that  Saul  hail  recently  obtained 
from  Jerusalem  authority  to  imprison 
all  the  Christians  lie  could  find  in 
Damascus,  and  that  was  the  errand  on 
which  ho  had  come  to  the  city  now. 
The  Lord  then  assured  him  that  he 
was  in  no  danger  at  all,  for,  whatever 
he  was  before,  ho  was  now  a  penitent, 
"  Behold,  he  prayeth,"  and,  more  than 
that,  ho  had  also  chosen  him  to  he  a 
prearher  of  tho  gospel,     lie  had 


He  had  chosen  him  to  stand  before 
kings  and  earthly  rulers,  and  he  a 
,'.:kj'i ore i'  for  Clnist's  sake. 

Encouraged  hy  these  facts,  made 
known  to  him  in  vision,  ho  went  out 
from  bis  homo  in  search  of  Saul,  and 
lie  found  him  at  the  d c si;; nated  place 
in  the  condition  describee!. — blind  and 
praying.  The  faith  of  Ananias  in- 
creased as  he  looked  on  tho  penitent, 
and  heard  his  moans,  and,  approach- 
ing him  with  al!  the  i'bnd  ibchngs  of  a 
devoted  minister  of  Christ,  he  said : 
"  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus 
that  appeared  unto  thee  in  tho  way  as 
thou  earnest,  hath  sent  mo,  th.at  thou 
sight  and  bo  tilled 


mjQii test  re 

with  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Saul  experienced  the  desired  change 
and  at  once  took  upon  himself  tho 
name  of  a  Christian  by  submitting  to 

Ky  baptism  at  tlic  hands  of  Auauias. 
ta,  ix :  1-8. 

ANANIAS,   3  — [An-a-ni'as,]  the 

cloud  of  the  Lord. 

Ananias,  the  highprieet  of  the 
Jews,  was  the  son  of  blcbcdcus.  IIo 
succeeded  Joseph  t.o  this  ofiiee  about 
47  A.  D.    Quadratua,  tho  Eomai 

ernor  of  Syria,  having  quelled 

disturbances  raised  by  the  Jews  and 
Samaritans,  sent  Ananias  to  Rome, 
to  answer  for  his  conduct  before  the 
Emperor.  The  high  priest  cleared 
himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  Claud- 
ius, :m<\  was  returned  home. 

Several  years  after  this,  Paul1 

prchendedand  brought  before  Ananias 
to  be  judged.  The  Apostle,  in  a  very 
diserect  manner,  began  bis  defense, 
He  had  not  proceeded  fer  until  the 
high  priest,  in  a  furious  manner,  or- 
dered those  that  wore  near  him  to 
smite  him  on  the  mouth.  Paul  not 
knowing  him  who  had  given  this  order 


to  he  the  high  priest,  or  else  not  ac- 
knowledging him  as  such,  replied  to 
him  in  a  very  cutting  manner :  "God 
shall  smite  thee,  thou  whited  wall," 
that  is  to  say,  thou  hypocritical  per- 
son— fiod  shall  judge  thee  and  punisli 
thee,  for  sittestthou  to  judge  mo  after 
the  law,  aud  coinmandest  me  to  be 
:.miii.en  contrary  to  the  law. 

Ananias  continued  to  be  an  invet- 
erate hater  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  He 
was  ready  to  accuse  him  before  Felix. 
With  a  number  of  others,  ho  en- 
com         1  ill  lurdei-  Paul  se- 

cretly. But  Paul's  sister's  son  became 
acquainted  with  their  plot,  and  in- 
formed him.  Then,  under  his  direc- 
tion, tho  young  man  informed  the 
chief  captain,  and  so  thwarted  tho  do- 
signs  of  tho  murderers,  for  Paul  was 
sent  to  Ceaarea  in  the  charge  of  two 
hundred  soldiers.  Ananias  followed 
him  that  ho  might  prosecute  him  with 
tho  assistance  of  the  orator  Tcrtullus. 
But  Paul's  appeal  to  Cesar  put  olf  the 
matter,  and  changed  the  place  of  trial 
to  Borne. 

Ananias  was  smitten  of  Clod  with 
severe  trials,  one  of  which  was  his 
own  son  Eleazer  headed  a  party  of 
mutineers  against  the  temple  and  wor- 
ship, and  against  him  as  his  own 
Jh-ther,  palling  down  his  house  and 
bringing  upon  them  the  reproach 
of  rebellious  sons.  Acts  xxiii:l-5, 
xxiv :  1. 

ANATH— [A'nath.l 

Anatii  is  referred  to  in  Judges  iii : 
31,  as  the  father  of  Shamgar,  oue  of 
the  judges  of  Israel.  Whether  he 
was  a  noted  man  in  Israel  or  not,  his 
son  was,  for  ho  slew  six  hundred  men 
with  an  ox-goad. 

ANATHOTH— [An'-a-thoth,]  an- 

:;ir,ir,-,  affliction. 

Wo  have  an  account  of  this  person- 
age in  1st  Chron.  vi :  00,  and  vii :  8, 
from  which  wo  learn  that  he  belonged 
to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  and  was  the 
sou  of  Becher.  It  is  likely  he  gavo 
tho  name  to  the  city  of  Anathoth. 
This  was  a  city  about  three  miles  north 
of  Jerusalem,  which  was  given  by  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin  to  the  priests. 

ANDREW— [An'-drcw,]  astoutcmd 
strong  man. 
Andrew  was  one  of  the  apostles  of 
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Jeans  Christ.  He  was  a  native  of 
Bethsaida,  and  the  brother  of  the 
illustrious  Peter,  for  whom,  wo  may 
judge,  lie  had  the  fondest  feelings,  for 
when,  as  a  disciple  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist.. Christ  was  pointed  out  to  him  as 
the  Messiah,  and  he  was  satisfied  that 
Jesus  was  "the  Lamb  of  God  that 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,"  he 
went  at  once  in  search  of  his  "  own 
brother  Simon"  and  gave  him  the  glo- 
rious news.  He  took  Simon  with  liim 
and  introduced  hint,  and  the  two  to- 
gether believed  on  Jesus.  They  went 
with  him  to  the  marriage  at  Oana,  in 
Galileo,  and  beheld  the  astounding 
miracle  that  was  performed  there,  of 
turning  water  into  wine.  After  this 
they  returned  home  and  continued 
theiT  oceupationas  fishers,  little  think- 
ing of  the  honor  and  tvicils  before  them 
in  life.  They  wero  to  bo  called  by 
Christ  as  witnesses  of  his  miracles, 
sharcrii  in  his  privations  and  sorrows*, 
and  after  his  work  was  finished  they 
were  to  be  teachers  of  the  living- truths 
be  had  established — ambassadors  for 
him  in  extending  his  kingdom. 

Only  a  few  months  olnp:jcd  after  the 
luatririgo  at.  Csviifiunfil  they  were 
together  to  leave  their  ships  and  nets 
and  become  regular  atfendi'.nts  of 
Christ.  Tlioyle-ftali  and  followed  (lie 
Master,  under  the  promise,  "I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men." 

Andrew  was  a  constant  attendant  on 
tho  Savior,  and  a  witness  of  his  mir- 
acles attesting  the  glory  of  his  char- 
acter. Ho  received  the  evidence  of 
Christ's  resurrection  from  tho  dead, 

§iven  by  Mary  Magdalene,  Ms  brother 
imon,  Cleopas,  and  his  fellow-trav- 
elers, and  he  saw  liim  and  heard  his 
voice  when  he  said,  "Peace  be  unto 
you."  He  was  present  at  Olivet  01 
the  ascension  morning,  and  in  com- 
pany with  the  others  received  tht 
Savior'3  blessing. 

We  are  informed  by  tradition  that 
Andrew  preached  the  Gospel  in  Sey- 
thia  and  the  neighboring  countries  in 
the  apostolic  age.  According  to  an 
eminent  church  historian,  Eusebius, 
ho  came  to  Patria,  in  Achia,  and  made 
an  attempt  to  convince  the  Governor 
of  the  truth  of  the  christian  religion, 
and  load  him  to  embrace  it.  That, 
wicked  officer  became  angry  and  or- 
dered that  Andrew  be  punished  by 
scourging,  and  then  by  crucifixion; 


which  order  was  executed,  and  his 
body,  it  is  said,  was  burned  by  Maxa- 
milla,  a  ladyof  great  wealth  and  qnal- 


AN.ER-[Ay'-u< 

ajjli.r.lion. 
Anek  was  a  Caj 


.  _ t-isli  priuee.  who 

company  with  Eschol  and  Ancr 
helped  Abraham  in  his  pursuit  and 
conquest  of  Chedorlaomer  and  his 
allies.  Gen.  xiv:  13-24.  From  the 
account  given  there  we  learn  that  he 
and  his  associate  princes  did  not  follow 
the  example  of  the  generous  Abraham, 
but  they  took  unto  themselves  a  chare 
of  the  spoils  which  had  been  recov- 
ered. They  took  it,  however,  under 
the  appro  bat  loo  'if  Abraham,  for  bo 
„™a    "  [et  tbem  take  their  portion." 

ANNA — [Arfna,]  gracious,  merciful 
Anna  was  a  prophetess,  of  whom 
;  have  an  account,  in  Luke  ii :  3G,  37, 

that  account  we  learn  that  she 


t,  ]  answer,   strong, 


whom  she  h: 
devoted  beri1 
God.    She  i 


lived  seven  years,  she 
fully  to  (be  Kcrvieo  of 
,  a  constant  attendant 
upon  tiio  temple  morning  and  evening 
service  j  as  the  sacrifices  wero  offered 
up  in  tho  service  sho  poured  out  her 
soul  to  God  in  earnest  prayer.  Sho 
was  familiar  with  the  prophecies  re- 
garding the  coming  Savior,  and  exer- 
cised faith  in  him  as  the  antitype  of 
bloody  sacrifices.  On  tho  memorable 
morning  that  Mary  presented  the  child 
Jesus  in  the  temple  to  offer  tho  cus- 
tomary sacrifice  of  all  Jewish  women 
at  the  end  of  the  days  of  her  purifica- 
tion, Anna  was  there,  and  when  she 
saw  the  venerable  Simon  with  tho 
child  in  hisarmsand  beheld  his  coun- 
tenance lighted  up  with  joy,  and  heard 
him  in  rapturous  strains  exclaim, 
"Lord  now  iettest  thou  thy  servant 
depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  havo 
seen  thy  salvation,"  sho  caught  the 
holy  excitement  of  the  occasion  and 
gave  her  testimony.  "  She  gave  thanks 
likewise  unto  the  Lord,  and  spake  of 
him  to  all  them   that  looked  lor  re- 


God    she  commended    the  beautiful 
babo  as  the  promised  Messiah. 
.    Nothing  further  is  known   of  this 
woman  save  that  she  was 
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ANNAS-r  An'nas,]  one  that 
that  afflict.?;. 

Annas  was  the  father -in -law  of 
Caiphas,  a  Jewish  high  priest,  who 
was  himself  in  the  office  eleven  years. 

"When  Christ  was  apprehended  hy 
tho  mob  into  whose  hands  Judas  be- 
trayed him,  they  took  him  to  the  house 
of  Annas  to  ho  judged,  and  sent  him 
hound  to  Caiphas.  He  is  said  hy  Jo- 
scphus  the  Jewish  historian,  to  he 
honored  in  one  particular  more  than 
any  other  man  had  ever  been,  viz.,  in 
having  five  sons  to  succeed  him  in  the 
office  of  high  priest.  It  is  supposed 
that  he  was  the  high  priest  at  the  time 
Christ  was  apprehended,  and  that 
Caiphas  was  serving  under  him  as  a 
deputy.  But  be  that  as  it  maybe  was 
a  hater  of  Christ  and  a  malicious  per- 
secutor of  the  apostles,  on  account  of 
their  preaching  Christ  and  tho  doc- 
trines of  bis  Gospel. 

We  have  an  account  in  the  4th 
chapter  of  the  Acts,  of  persecution  that 
followed  the  curing  of  the  fame  man 
at  the  gate  of  the  temple  called  Beau- 
tiful. Annas  the  high  priest,  associa- 
ted with  his  son-in-law  and  with  John 
ii.iid  Alexaudcrand  others  of  the  priest- 
hood Jine,  were  the  principal  movers 
in  the  persecution.     John  sV" 

ANTIPAS— [Au'ti-pas,]   . 

There  is  supposed  ■  to  have  been 
a  faithful  servant  of  Christ  of 
this  name  at  Pergamos,  a  city  of 
Troas.  The  church  of  this  name  was 
one  of  tho  seven  churches  of  Asia 
which  had  become  very  considerably 
corrupted  by  the  Nicolaitans,  for 
which  the  church  was  sharply  re- 
proved by  St.  John,  and  charged  to 
repent.  Rev.  ii:  14,  16.  Antipas  is 
supposed  to  have  been  bishop  of  this 
church,  and  to  have  suffered  martyr- 
dom there.  In  Rev.  ii :  13,  he  is  said 
to  have  been  slain  there  as  a  martyr, 
The  language  of  the  revelation  is  such 
as  to  leave  it  without  doubt  that  there 
was  such  a  person  as  Antipas  at  Per- 
gamos, and  that  he  sealed  his  faith 
with  his  blood.  He  was  a  faithful 
witness  for  Jesus,  and  it  is  somewhat 
^■i^iiaYMliatedclc'siastiealh'  ' 
no  further  account  of  him 


ANTOTHIJAH-  [An-to-thi'-jah.] 
Antoti-IIJAU  was   a  Bfinjauiitu,  and 
ifi  of  the  sons  of  .bsroham.    1st  Chron. 


ANTiB-IA'mib.] 

Arrcc  was  a  son  of  Coz  and  a  de- 
scendant of  Judah,  through  Aslrur, 
the  father  of  Tekoe.     1st  Cbron.  iv:  8. 

APELLES-[A-pel'-lees,]  to  exclude, 
to  separate. 

1'iiLLES    w;is    a  christian    who  is 

ted  by  Paul  in  Rom.  xvi.     He  is 

thought  by  some  t.o  have  been  Bishop 

of  ihi>  Church  at  Smyrna. 

APHIAH—  [A-fi'-ah.l 

Apiiiau  was  ono  of  tho  forefathers 
of  King  Saul.     1st  Sam.  is;  1. 

APH8ES— [Af-BeaJ 

A.PTTSt;s  whs  one  of  the  priests  ap- 
pointed by  David,  when  he  divided 
them  into  thirty-four  orders  or  courses. 
Hislot  was  the  eighteenth.  1st  Chron. 
sxiv:  15. 

APPAIM-[Ap-pa'-im.] 

Appaim  was  the  son  of  Nadab,  and 
was  descended  from  Jorahmeol,  the 
founder  of  an  important  family  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah.     1st  Chron.  ii:  30. 

APOLLOS— [A-poMos,]  onethat  de- 
stroys and  lays  waste. 
Apollos  was  noted  for  his  clo- 
guenee.  He  is  brought  to  our  view  at 
Ephesrts,  as  a  disciple  of  John  tho 
Baptist  In  the  18th  chap,  of  Acts, 
24th  verse,  he  is  said  to  have  been  "  a 
Jew  born  at  Alexandria,  an  eloquent 
man  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures.'' 
He  had  been  baptized  with  the  bap- 
tism of  John  and  came  to  Ephesus  at 
this  time  to  preach  the  doctrines  that 
John  had  preached.  He  was  well 
versed  in  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  and 
accustomed  to  instruct  tho  people  in 
"  the  way  of  the  Lord,"  with  all  tho 
earnestness  of  his  soul  and  the  fer- 
vency and  fire  of  his  nature,  he 
preached.  He  entered  into  the  syna- 
agogue  and  spake  boldly.  He  ac- 
knowledged in  the  presence  of  Christ's 
disciples,  himself  also  as  a  disciple  of 
Christ.  Ho  claimed  that  ho  who  had 
been  crucified  was  tho  Messiah,  for 
whom  John,  his  master,  was  the  fore- 
runner.   But  Apollos  was  ignorant  of 
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the  higher  doctrines  of  the  Gospel, 
and  exhibited  that  ignorance  in  bis 
tea cliing — which  when  Aquila  and 
Priscilla  perceived,  "  they;  took  him 
onto  them"  and  taught  him  the  wot 
of  God  more  fully.  Acts  xviii :  2G. 
Wc  may  judge  that  Apolloa  had  some 
acquaintance  with  the  doctrines  of 
Christ,  and  his  views  so  far  as  they 
went  regarding  tlio  gospel  of  Christ 
were  correct.  He  believed  that  Jesus 
was  that  prophet,  that  should  come 
into  the  world,  and  with  that  impor- 
tant truth,  all  others  that  John's!  min- 
istry taught.  These  two  disciples  of 
Christ  named,  who  were  tent  makers, 
living  at  Epheana —  heard  Apollos 
preach,  and  no  doubt  were  benefitted 
by  his  preaching.  They  saw  that  he 
possessed  excellent  gifts  for  public 
service,  and  they  encouraged  his  min- 
istry by  attendance  upon  it.  But  see- 
ing that  his  knowledge  was  defective 
as  to  the  doctrines  of  Christianity, 
beyond  those  taught  by  John— they 
took  him  to  their  house  to  lodge,  and 
in  the  absence  of  St.  Paul  and  others 
competent  to  teach  him,  they  became 
his  instructors.  They  "  expounded  to 
him  the  way  of  Cod  more  perfectly. ,: 
After  Apollos  had  tarried  awhile  at 
Ephesus  and  labored,  and  received  the 
instructions  that  these  humble  and 
devoted  disciple;;  of  Christ  gave— ho 
desired  to  go  into  Achaia,  and  the 
brethren  at  Ephesus  wrote  fetters  of 
recommendation  with  which  he  was 
received  in  different  places,  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  doing  much  good. 
Ho  was  useful  in  strengthening  new 
converts  and  proving  from  the  scrip- 
tures, to  the  Jews,  that  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth was  the  Messiah. 
He  was  admired  as  a  preacher,  and 
i  supposed  thai',  hi;1,  line  address  and 
'\vi:  .manners  (ended  to  produce  a 
1  at  Corinth,  where  Paul  had 
planted  a  church.  1st  Cor.  iii:  4,  etc. 
"  For  while  one  eaifh  I  am  of  Paul ; 
another  I  am  of  Apollos,  are  ye  not 
carnal  ;  who  then  is  Paul  and  who  is 
Apollos,  etc."  Prom  this  wc  may 
learn  that  there  was  contention  and 
discord  about  their  ministers,  emu- 
lations and  strife,  quarrels  and  fac- 
tions. But  this  contention  and  strife 
among  the  membership  did  not  in- 
terfere with  the  personal  friendship  of 
the  two  ministers.  Paul  and  Apollos 
were  closely  united  in  the  bonds  of 


christian  affection;  and  when  Apol- 
los heard  that  he  was  at  Ephesus  he 
went  there  and  was  with  Paul  when 
the  l:-;t  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  was 

written,  and  no  doul.it  endorsed  the 


carnality,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it — 
developed  in  the  divisions  among 
them.  Paut  expresses  in  this  Epistle 
the  great  desire  that  he  had  for  Apol- 
los to  return  to  Corinth ;  but  he  could 
not  induce  the  eloquent  preacher  to 
return  then;  though  at  a  convenient 
time  ho  intimated  ho  would  go,  and 
it  is  likely  he  did  afterwards  go  to 
Corinth  and  became  the  Bishop  of  the 
church  there.  But  it  was  not  until 
after  the  Epistle  of  Paul  had  been  re- 
ceived and  produced  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  church. 

AQUILA— [Ak'-quil-ah,]  an  eagle. 

Aqtjila  was  a  Jew,  born  in  Ponius, 
in  Asia  Minor.  He,  with  his  wife 
Priscilla,  was  early  converted  to  Chris- 
tianity. By  some  it  is  supposed  he 
was  converted  by  Peter's  pcntccostal 
sermon.  If  so,  he  had  been  about 
twenty  years  a  professor  of  Christ's 
religion  when  the  young  and  eloquent 
preacher  Apollos  went  to  Ephesus  to 
preach.  With  so  many  years  of  chris- 
tian experience  we  may  safely  jud^c 
that  Aqnila,  with  his  wile  Priscilla, 
were  nullified  to  instruct  him  "in  the 
way  of  God."  Actsxviii:  24.  35.  By 
others  it  is  supposed  that  Paul  was  the 
instrument,  in  God's  hands,  in  their 
conversion.  In  either  case  they  had 
been  for  years  in  the  service  of  Christ 
and  were  competent  lo  teach. 

Aqnila,  with  his  wife,  lived  at  Pome, 
and  followed  the  occupation  of  making 
leathern  tents  for  the  Koman  troops. 
Acta  xviii :  2,  3.  But  they  were  ban- 
ished with  all  other  Jews  from  Pome, 
by  the  edict  of  Claudius,  and  on 
being  obliged  to  leave  Rome  they  re- 
turned to  Corinth.  While  they  were 
residing  at  Corinth  Paul  lodged  with 
them  and  worked  with  them  at  their 
business  of  tent  making.  Paul  after- 
wards left  the  house  of  Aquila  and 
took  up  his  abode  with  Justus.  The 
reason  for  this  change  is  not  fully 
known.  Some  suppose  that  as  Aquila 
was  a  converted  Jew,  and  Justus  a  con- 
vert from  Paganism,  the  Gentiles  de- 
sired he  should  lodge  with  Justus,  lie 
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being  the  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
it  being  preferable  for  them  to  goto 
the  residence  of  a  converted  Gentile 
rather  than  to  the  liou.se  of  a  Jew  to 
hear  the  apostle  preach. 

Bat  this  change  of  the  apostle  as  to 
the  place  of  lodging,  did  not  change  (he 
feelings  of  Aguila  towards  Paul.  lie 
acquiesced  in  it,  and  hi-.:  attachment  to 
the  apostle  continued.  When  Paul 
left' Corinth,  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  Aquila 
and  his  wife  accompanied  him  as  far 
as  Ephesus,  and  there  they  exposed 
their  lives  to  protect  him.  The  apostle 
left  them  at  Ephesus,  in  all  probability, 
with  a  special  work  to  perform  in  the 
church,  and  when  they  instructed  Apol- 
losthcy  were  but  performing  in  part 
that  work. 

Aquila  returned  to  Rome,  and  his 
house  was  a  place  for  the  meeting  and 
devotion  of  christians.  When  Paul 
wrote  his  epistle  to  the  Romans,  he 
saluted  Priscilla  and  Aquila  as  his 
"helpers  in  Christ  Jesus."  Ho  refers 
in  that  salutation  to  the  fact  that  they 
had  endangered  their  own  lives  for  his 
sake ;  that  ho  appreciated  their  kind- 
ness^ as  did  all  the  churches  of  the 
Gentiles.  Rom.  xvi:  3.  And  Paul 
greets  the  church  that  is  in  their  house. 
Aquila  afterwards  returned  to  Asia  and 
lived  id  or  near  Ephesus,  and  was 
there  when  Paul  wrote  his  2d  epistle  to 
Timothy,  for  the  apostle  sends  a  greet- 
ing to  them,  iv:  19.  What  became 
of  them  after  this  is  not  known. 

ARAB* — [A'rad~I««;i*M«ss,  admgtm. 

Arab  was  a  Benjamite,  the  son  of 

Eeriah.     He  is  said  to  havo  driven 

out   the    inhabitants  of  Gath.     1st 

Chron.  viii.;  15. 

ARAJI,  2. 

Ah  AH  was  the  father  of  a  family 
that  become  very  extensive.  There 
were  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five 
that  returned  with  Zerubbabel  from 
Babylon.  One  of  his  descendants 
was  the  father-in-law  of  Tobiah,  the 
Ammonite.     Neb.  vii:  10. 

ARAM — [A'rarn,]  magnificence,  one 
that  deceives. 
There  was  an  Aram,  the  fifth  ,sou 
of  Shorn,  hence  the  grandson  of  Noah. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  Aramites, 
afterwards  called  Syrians.  Gen. 
x:22. 


There  was  also  another  Aram    or 
Ram,  the  great-grandson  of  Jadnh, 

and  the  f.i.lher  <;f  Aminadab  refer  red 
to  in  Ruth  iv:  JO,  and  1st  Chron.  ii: 
10.  The  same  person  is  referred  to  in 
the  Genealogy  of  Christ,  as  given  by 
St.  Luke,  while  tracing  the  lineage  of 
Mary,  his  real  mother.     Luke  iii:  IS;5. 

AHAN. 

Aean  was  the  son  of  Bishan,  and 
the   grandson    of    Seir    the    Horite. 


ARATJNAH— [A-raw'nah,]  ark, 

Araunah  or  Oman  the  Jebusite, 
is  thought  to  have  been  favored  by 
Bavid  at  tho  time  that  ho  overthrew 
the  city  of  tho  Jebusites  and  that 
their  friendship  existed  for  a  long 
time.  He  is  brought  to  our  view  in 
connection  with  the  stopping  of  the 
plague  which  was  the  consequence  of 
Bavid'a  sin  against  God  hi  numbering 
Israel.  Bavid  was  commanded  by  the 
Prophet  to  go  up  to  the  threshing- 
floor  of  Araunah,  the  Jebusite,  and 
build  an  alter  there  to  God,  and  offer 
sacrifice.  Bavid  hastened  to  the  spot 
and  sought  an  interview  with  the 
owuer  of  the  threshing  floor,  on  Mt. 
Moriah,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
follow  out  the  instructions  given  him 
at  once,  that  the  destructive  plaguo 
might  be  stopped.  Araunah  and  his 
sons  had  seen  tho  destroying  angel  as 
he  hoveTed  about  tho  spot,  and  in 
terror  and  affright,  they  had  left  the 
floor  and  employment  there,  and  hid 
themselves  in  a  eavo  or  hole,  for  fear 
of  the  destroying  angel.  But  perceiv- 
ing Bavid,  the  king  of  Israel  coming, 
Araunah  camo  out  from  his  hiding 
place,  and  ran  to  meet  him,  fell  at  his 
ieet,  and  asked  him  what  was  bis  de- 
sire. Bavid  at  once  gave  him  to  un- 
derstand the  object  of  his  coming, 
via:  to  make  a  purchase  of  bis  thresh- 
ing-floor, for  the  erection  of  an  altar, 
and  the  offering  of  sacrifice  unLo  his 
God,  that  tho  destructive  pestilence 
might  he  stopped,  lie  may  alf.o  have 
informed  Araunah  that  God  had  se- 
lected that  spot,  hallowed  by  that 
most  intensely  interesting  sceue — the 
offering  up  of  Isaac  by  Abraham,  his 
father—as  the  spot  for  the  temple  site. 
The  place  where  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  was  to  record  his  name, 


,y  Google 


AHA 

The  good  man  offered  no  objection, 
but  proposed  the  threshing-floor  as  a 
free  gift,  and  with  it,  wood  and  oxen 
sufficu  i  !  For  the  sacrifice. 

David,  however,  would  not  accept 
this,  for  he  did  oot  wish  to  serve  the 
Lord  at  the  expense  of  Arannah.  He 
would  not  take  possession  of  the  floor 
until  the  price  was  fixed.  Davidgave 
Arannah  fifty  shekels  of  silver  for 
r!:o  ill  re sli  lug-floor  and  the  oxen.  2d 
Sam.  xxiv :  24,  and  he  also  bought  of 
Araunah  the  held  in  which  the  thresh- 
ing-floor was,  1'ol-  six  hundred  (jhdivhj 
of  gold.    IstChron.  xxi:25. 

AEBAH— [Ar'-bah,]  the  city  of  the 
four. 
Abbah  was  the  progenitor  of  the 

Aiiakius,  or  the  sons  of  Anak,  and  their 
chief  city  was  named  Kirjath  Arbah  in 
honor  of  him. 
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AECHELAUS  — [Ar-ke'-Iay-ns,]  tte 
prince  of  ike  people. 
Arciielaus  who  reigned  in  Judea  in 
the  room  of  his  father  Herod,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Herod,  was  a  very  cruel  man,  a  monster 
with  governmental  authority.  It  was 
this  that  made  Joseph  and  Mary  afraid 


o  heard  that  Archelaus  did  reign  in 
Judea  in  the  room  of  his  father  Herod, 
he  was  afraid  to  go  thither.  Notwith- 
standing being  warned  of  God  in  a 
dream,  he  turned  aside  into  the  parts  of 
G-alilcc.  Aud  he  came  and  dwelt  in  a 
city  called  Nazareth. " 
Archelaus  was  a  son  of  Herod  the 

S;*at  by  Maltha co  his  fifth  wife.  Herod 
ad  murdered  three  of  his  sons  Alex- 
ander, Anstobulus  and  Antipater,  and 
had  takon  by  a  last  will  the  claim  of  the 
kingdom  from  Herod  Antipas,  while  he 
constituted  Archelaus  his  successor,  on 
condition  that  the  Roman  Emperor  was 
willing  to  it.  As  his  brother  Herod 
Antipas  by  a  former  will  of  the  father 
was  heir  to  the  kingdom,  they  both  re- 
paired to  the  Emperor  and  put  in  their 
claims.  Herod  on  tho  former  will.  He 
insisted  on  the  ratification  of  that  will 


latter  will  was  made  when  his  under- 
standing was  unsound.  The  two  broth- 
ers pleaded  each  his  cause  through  able 


orators,  causing  some  delay,  during 
which  time  the  Jews  petitioned  the 
Emperor  to  lay  aside  the  Herod  family 
as  rulers  of  the  Jews  and  constitute 
them  into  a  Roman  Province,  subject  to 
the  governor  of  Syria.  Archelaus  then 
pleaded  against  the  people.  The  Ro- 
man Emperor  heard  the  pleadings  of 
the  people  and  also  of  this  aspirant  for 
office,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  as- 
signed to  Archelaus  a  part  of  bis  fath- 
ers dominion,  made  him  ethnarch  or 
governor  of  a  province  of  the  people, 
with  the  promise  of  the  crown  if  his 
conduct  was  such  in  his  new  office  as  to1 

erve  it.  He  had  but  just  received 
___  authority  when  he  exercised  it  riff- 
ourously  by  da  posing  Joazas  the  high 
priest,  professing  that  this  high  func- 
tionary of  the  church  was  to  blame 
greatly  in  the  seditions  that  had  been 
stirred  up  against  him.  Having  de- 
posed him  he  made  Eleazer  his  brother 
'  "gh  priest  in  his  stead. 

When  Arehe'aus  had  governed  about 
__ven  years  with  a  ftreat  deal  of  violence 
and  tyranny,  ho  was  accused  by  the 
Jews  and  Samaritans  jointly  to  the 
Emperor  who  ordered  him  brought  to 
Rome  for  trial.  He  was  taken  there 
and  the  cause  heard,  the  ease  went 
against  him  and  he  was  banished  to 
Vienna  where  he  continued  in  exile  un- 
til his  death. 

Archelaus  was  a  cruel  and  bloody 
man.  Almost  immediately  after  ho  had 
interred  his  father's  remains  in  royal 
pomp  and  closed  up  tho  seven  days  of 
mourning,  he  made  a  feast  and  ere  the 
ceremonies  of  that  feast  were  forgotten 
he  ordered  his  troops  to  fall  upon  a  mob 
who  were  reproaching  his  father  Herod, 
and  they  did,  killing  three  thousand  of 
them  on  (ho  spot. 

This  unworthiness  and  cruelty  was 
punished  in  the  way  we  have  noticed. 

ARCHIPPTJS  —  [Av-kip'-pus,]  gov- 
ernor of  horses. 
Anomvvvs  was,  we  may  judge,  a 
preacher  of  the  gospel  at  Colosse.  In 
Col.  iv;  17,  tho  apostle  gives  him  an 
important  charge,  viz:  "Take  heed 
to  the  m.h;!stry_whiehl!i<>u  hast  received 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  so  fulfill  it,'' 
from  which  wo  may  infer  that  import- 
ant interests  connected  with  church  had 
been  comiiTunicatcd  unto  him.  The; 
members  of  that  church  were  required 
to  stir  him  up  to  diligence  and  faithful- 
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him  aiblbw-mldier. 

ARD. 

Art)  was  one  of  the  sods  of  Benja- 
min, and  is  numbered  with  the  familj 
of  Jacob  when  he  went  down  into  Egypt. 
C-ene;:k  xlvi:  21. 

AKDON— [Ar'doiL] 

Abdon  was  (he  son  cf  Caleb,  by  his 
wife  Azulab,     1st  Chronicles,  ii:  18. 

ARK  ok  AJEAH,— [A'rah.] 

Arait,  one  of  the  sons  of  Jether, 
the  head  of  the  family  of  the  Asher- 
ites.     lstChron.  vii:38. 

ARELI— [A-re'li,]  the  light  or  vision 
of  God. 
Aiaeli  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Gad, 
who  went  down  into  Egypt,  with  Jacob, 
and  is  numbered  wiih  his  family.  G  en. 
xlvi:  16. 


j  salutes  ARTPAI—  [A-rid'a-iJ 

i,  calling        Alii  DA  i   was  the   ninth  son  of  Ha- 


There  are  said  to  have  been  many 
kings  of  this  name.  There  is,  how- 
ever, but  one  mentioned  in  the  scrip- 
ture, and  that  one  is  supposed  lo  be  the 
father-in-law  of  Herod  Antipns.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  very  much  offended 
with  Herod  for  divorcing  his  daughter 
to  make  place  for  Hcrodias.  He  scenic 
to  have  had  authority  as  a  king  at  Da- 
mascus, when  Paul  was  being  perse- 
cuted there,  and  ho  joined  in  the  perse- 
cution, and  kept  the  gates  shut  night 
and  day  to  apprehend  him.  2d  Cor. 
si:  32:  "In  Damascus  the  Governor, 
under  Aretas  the  King,  kept  the  city 
of  the  Damascenes,  with  a  garrison,  de- 
sirous to  apprehend  me:  And  through 
a  window,  in  a  basket,  was  I  let  down 
by  the  wall." 

ABGOB— [Ar'-gob]  a  turf  of  earth, 

r-mtr.  i, J  ike  well. 


Aitffnn,  it  is  supposed,  was  a  Gilead- 
ite  officer,  who  was  governor  of  the  city 
of  Argob.  He  is  thought  to  have  been 
an  accomplice  of  Pekah  in  the  murdci 
of  Pckahiah,  and  Pekah  being  afraid 
of  him,  slew  him  also  with  the  King. 
■Id  Kings,  sv:   25. 


AR1  DATHA-[A-rid'a-thah.] 

Aeidatha  was  the  sixth  son  of  Ha- 
an.     Esther,  ix:  8. 

ARIEL—  [A/ri-el]  the  altar,  light, 
lion  of  God. 
Ariel  was  one  of  the  chief  men  who 
directed  a  caravan  under  Ezra,  when 
he  led  the  priests  back  from  Babylon  to 
Jerusalem,     Ezra,  viii:   10. 

ARIOCH—  [A-ri'-ok,]     long,    your 

■  drnnhewness,  yottr  lion. 
There  was  a  king  of  this  name,  who 
was  one  of  Chcdoriaomcr'E- sillies.     Gen. 
xiv:  1.     "Arioch,  king  of  Ellasar/' 

ARIOCH,  2. 

There  was  also  an  Avioili  captain  of 
the  king  of  Babylon's  guard.  Ho  is 
mentioned  in  Daniel,  ii:  14,  as  being 
appointed  by  Nebuchadnezzer  to  slay 
all  the  wise  men  of  Babylon,  because 
they  could  not  tell  the  king  what  the 
dream  was  that  had  gooo  from  him  and 
he  could  not  recall  it,  Daniel  stopped 
Arioch,  and.  charged  the  king  with 
being  hasty  in  issuing  such  a  decree, 
and  asked  him  to  delay  tho  execution 
of  it.  Arioch  did  delay,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  Daniel,  introduced  him  to  flic- 
king, and  he  engaged  with  Nebuchad- 
nezzar to  tell  bim  the  dream  and  (ho 
interpretation  thereof.  Had  not  Arioch 
listened  to  Daniel,  and  looked  upon  him 
with  favor,  arid  introduced  him  to  the 
king,  tho  wise  men  of  Babylon  would 
all  have  been  slain,  and  Daniel  with  bis 
three  captive  companions,  would  have 
fallen  under  the  decree,  for,  according 
to  verse  13,  he,  wilh  his  three  fellows, 
v.-i-re  iiouft!:!.  after  to  be  slain. 


ARIST  ARCHTJS — [A-ns-tar'-kus,] 
the-  best  prince. 
AinsTARCiirs  was  a  Macedonian, 
and  a  native  of  Thessalonica.  The 
apostle  Paul  calls  him,  in  his  epistle 
to  the  Colossians,  his  fellow  prisoner. 
He  was  a  zealous  Christian,  and  at- 
tended the  apostle  to  Ephesus.  He 
was  present  in  the  tumult  that  was 
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raised  there  by  Demetrius,  the  silver- 
smith, who  made  silver  sliriucs  for  the 
temple  of  Diana.  He  shared  with 
Pad  in  all  fie  dangers  and  labors  of 
the  ministry  there,  and  dwelt  with 
him  the  two  jes.ru  he  spent  at  Ephe- 
sus.  In  the  mob  that  was  raised  by 
the  silversmith,  Ik;,  with  Gaius,  was 
caught  and  borne  ink)  the  theatre  and 


tot! 


.c  crowd.    Acts, 

He  attended  Paul,  we  are  informed, 
on  his  return  to  Greece  ;  and  when  the 
.lews  laid  wait  for  him  there,  he  de- 
termined to  go  into  Asia.  Aristar- 
elius,  with  several  others,  attended 
him.  Acts,  xx:  4.  He  afterwards 
went  with  (ho  apostle  to  Rome.  Acts, 
xxvii :  2;  and,  it  : ■:     .    : 


along  with  the  apostle.    Col.  iv:  10. 


ARISTOBULU  S-[Ar-i 
Ins,]  a  good  a 


3  one  of  (he  disci- 

Slcs  saluted  by  the  apostle  in  closing 
is  epistle  to  the  Romans. 

From  the  fact  thai  his  household  is 
mentioned,  we  suppose  him  to  have 
been  the  head  of  a  family,  and  that 
other  members  of  (he  family  were 
eiplcs. 

It  is  supposed,  by  some,  that  Aris- 
tobulus  was  a  brother  of  Barnabas, 
and  one  of  the  seventy  that  were  sent 
out  to  preach ;  and  it  is  supposed  that 
he  preached  with  a  good  degree  of 
■success  in  RriUon.  Rut  facts,  regard- 
ing the  history  of  this  personage,  we 
arc  without.  He  may  have  been  away 
from  home,  ou  a  tour  of  preaching,  at 
the  time  the  apostle  wrote  ■  the  epistle 
which  accounts  for  the  phraseology 
of  the  salute. 

AIUHONI— [Ai-mt/-ni.] 

Arjioni  was  the  son  of  Saul  by 
Rizpah,  who  was  slain  to  appease 

wrath  of  the  Gibconit.es.     lM   Ban 


ARNA-[Ar'-na.] 

Aeka  was  one  of  the  forefathers  of 
Ezra. 

ARNAaM— [Ar-nan'.] 

ARNANwasoiie  o.C  the  forefathers 
of  Kern bbiihel ,   and   is  mentioned 
hid  gene  ales'.     -=t  Cliron.  iii :  21. 


ABOD— [A'-rod.] 

Arod  was  a  son  of  Gad.  Numbers, 
xxvi :  17 ;  but  he  is  called  Arodi  in 
Gen.  xlvi :  16. 

ARPHAX  AD— [Ar-fax'ad,]  one  tJiat 
li'-nh  or  releases. 
Arphaxad  was  a  son  of   Shem 
born,  we  are  informed  by  the  sacred 
historian,  two  years  after  the  flood, 
i.si:  10.    Why  the  precise  date  of 
birth,  counting  from  the  Hood,  is 
in,  we  cannot  tell,  unless  it   he 
that  he  was  in  the  line  of  the  promised 
ed   of  the   woman,  from    Adam  to 
__ary,  the   daughter  of  Heli,  the 
mother  of  our  Lord.     His  name  oc- 
curs in  the  genealogy  as  given  by  St. 
Luke  iii:  36. 

Arphaxad  was  th-e  grandson  of 
Noah,  and  lived  four  hundred  and 
thirty  years. 

ARTAXERXES—  _[  Ar-tas-erx'es,  ] 
The  silence  of  light 
Artaxerxes  is  the  Smerdis  who 
with  Cambyscs,  hindered  the  rebuild- 
ing of  the  temple.  There  were  none 
that  ruled  in  Persia,  hut  these  two, 
from  the  time  that  Cyrus  gave  the 
edict  to  the  Jews  to  return  and  re- 
build their  city,  until  Darius  renewed 
it.  The  account  of  their  opposition  is 
given  in  Essra  iv. 

ARTEMAS—  [Ar'te-masJ  whole, 
sound. 
Artemas  seems  to  have  been  a 
noted  preacher  of  the  gospel,  and  Raul 
intended  to  send  him  or  'iyehicus  fo 
Crete,  to  supply  the  place  of  Titus, 
while  that  person  come  to  him  to 
Nicapolis  on  a  visit.  Titus  iii:  12. 
"When  I  shall  send  Artomas  unto 
thee  or  Tyehious,  bo  diligent  to  come 
unto  me  to  Nicapolis,  for  I  have  de- 
lermiiiei.l  (here  to  winter." 

ARZA— [Ar'-za,] 

Asza  was  steward  to  Elah,  the  king 
of  Israel,  who  was  assassinated  at  a 
banquet,  in  his  house,  by  Zimri.    1st 


ASA — [A'sah.l  phyxit-iiii'-.  nrn<. 

Asa  was  a  king  of  Judah,  the  son 
and  successor  on  the  throne  of  Abijah. 
He  was  educated  we  learn  by  Maaeah 
a  noted  idolater,  but  yet  he  himself 
was  a  good  man,  and  a  worshiper  of 
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the  true  God.  As  soon  as  his  long 
reign  commenced  his  opposition  to 
idolatry  appears — which  opposition 
continued  until  in  a  great  measure  the 
kingdom  was  purged.  One  of  the 
first  things  lie  did  was  to  clear  Jeru- 
salem of  idols,  aud  the  effects  of  idola- 
try. He  even  deprived  his  own 
mother  Maacah  of  her  office  and  dig- 
nity as  queen,  because  she  had  made  an 
idol  in  a  grove,  and  lie  destroyed  her 
idol  and  burnt  it  by  the  brook  Kidvon. 
The  first  ten  years  of  his  reign  he 
seems  to  have  had  no  war,  but  applied 
himself  constantly  to  reform  in  his 
kingdom.  There  was  one  thing  in 
winch,  in  his  works  of  reform  he  prob- 
ably erred,  that  was  in  his  not  des- 
troying some  of  the  high  places.  He 
seemed  to  think  it  good  policy  to  tole- 
rate some  of  them,  while  he  aimed  one 
blow  after  another  at  the  grosser,  and 
for  this  sparing  he  is  reproached.  It 
is  estimated  that  his  judgment  was 
in  error  in  this ;  but '  his  heart  was 
perfect."  He  took  the  vessel'!  of  gold 
and  silver  which  his  father  Abijah 
had  vowed  to  consecrate  to  G-od  aud 
deposited  them  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  for  use.  He  fortified  various 
cities,  repaired  others  and  encouraged 
his  people,  nay  more,  he  commanded 
them  to  cease  their  idolatry  and  bo- 
come  true  worshippers  of  the  true 
God.  The  people  acquiesced  in  the 
kings  judgment  and  with  him  entered 
into  a  solemn  "  covenant  to  seek  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  with  all 
their  heart,  and  with  all  their  soul," 
and  they  agreed  that  whosoever  did 
not  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
should  be  put  to  death,  whether  man, 
woman  or  child,  if  the  child  bad  at- 
tained an  age  of  accountability  and 
could  uuduiv-'l.iiiiii  the  two  parts  of  the 
covenant.  The  first  part  of  the  cove- 
nant was,  we  will  seek  God  with  all 
our  heart  and  soul ;  and  the  second 
part  was  whoever  of  us  does  not  wor- 
ship alone  the  true  God  shall  be  put 
to  death.  By  this  we  must  certainly 
understand  that,  kins  Asa  and  his  sub- 
jects determined  that  idolatry  should 
not  be  tolerated  at  all— it  should  be 
entirely  rooted  out  of  the  kingdom. 
But  they  did  not  stop  even  here,  for 
they  confirmed  the  covenant  with 
oath  of  sanctity.  2d  Chron.  xv :  __. 
"  And  they  sware  unto  the  Lord  with 
a  loud  voice,  and  with  shouting,  and 


. .  _th  trumpets,  and  with  cornets.  And 
all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the:  oath,  for 
they  had  sworn  with  all  their  heart. ,! 
But  Asa  had  war  for  we-  are  in- 
formed that  Zerah,  a  king  of  the 
Ethiopians  came  up  against  him  with 
an  army  of  a  million,  besides  three 
hundred  chariots,  but  he  trusting  in 
God  went  out  to  meet  in  this  war  this 
numerous  host.  He  was  undaunted 
by  their  number  or  their  warlike  ap- 
pearance, lie  set  the  battle  in  array 
in  the  valley  of  Zephathah,  and  then 
like  a  true,  sensible  and  pious  warrior 
he  implored  with  earnestness  the  di- 
vine help.  The  Lord  answered  his 
prayer,  and  soon  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  were  struck  with  terror  and 
began  to  ily,  the  victorious  army  pur- 
sued them  unto  Gerar  and  destroyed 
very  many  of  them.    Having  made  the 


spoil.     2d  Chron.  xiv 

After  this  one  of  the  prophets  of 
the  Lord  met  Asa,  and  gave  him  a 
warm  exhortation  in  which  he  com- 
mended him  for  his  fidelity  and  trust 
in  God,  and  encouraged  him  to  go  on 
in  his  work  of  reformation  in  Israel. 
1 1  is  gathered  new  courage  from  his  suc- 
cess, and  the  favor  of  God  enjoyed  by 
himandhiskingdo.vn.  After  this  Asa 
had  war  with  Baaaha  the  king  of 
Israel,  as  recorded  in  Chron.  16th 
chapter.  It  seems  that  Baasha  came 
up  against  Judah,  or  set  himself 
against  Asa  by  fortifying  a  certain 
town  on  or  near  the  line  of  the 
two  kingdoms  and  then  preventing  the 
Israelites  who  desired,,  and  whose 
duty  it  was  to  go  to  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem.  This  was  an  im- 
position upon  the  kingdom  of  Judah, 
and  a  provocation  for  war.  Asa  at 
once  procured  the  services  of  Bcnha- 
dad  the  king  of  Syria  to  assist  him  in 

E mushing  this  insult  and  delivering 
is  people  from  this  enemy  at  Eamah. 
It  is  hardly  supposable  that  Asa  could 
have  asked  this  help,  if  he  had  not 
indulged  in  a  degree  of  distrust  of 
God,  After  tho  Lord  had  given  him 
such  a  great  victory  over  an  army  as 
we  have  seen,  of  more  than  a  million 
fighting  men  from  Ethiopia,  he  ought 
to  have  trusted  in  God  and  gone 
against  Baasha  himself.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  distrust  of  God  on  the 
part  of  Asa,  a  prophet  named  Hanani 
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■was  sent  to  liira  to  xeprove  him.  The 
prophet  stood,  before  the  king  and 
boldly  declared  to  him  his  fii.nl t  in  pro- 
curing help  of  the  Syrians.  .Strange 
as  it  may  seem  Asa  was  wroth  with 
God's  messenger.  Instead  of  ac- 
knowledging his  fault,  and  humbling 
himself  before  God — deprecating  the 
divine  displeasure  and  treating  God's 
messenger  with  deference  due  to  him, 
he  laid  his  hands  npon  the  prophet 
and  put  him  in  prison,  for  "he  was  in 
a.  rage  with  him  because  of  this  tiling.'' 
He  .added  to  the  sin  of  treating  the 
servant  of  God  thus — tho  sin  of  op- 
pressing some  of  the  people— pro ba- 
bly  putting  them  to  death,  or  load- 
ing them  with  irons  in  prison.  How 
true  it  is  that  the  commission  of  cue 
sin  prepares  the  heart  for  the  corn- 


worse  than  the  former.  God  could 
not  lightly  look  at  Asa's  conduct  in 
this  matter.  He  stood  before  Mm 
condemned.  After  this  Asa  was  dis- 
eased in  his  feet,  by  some  it  is  sup- 
posed he  had  a  distressing  fit  of  the 
gout,  that  was  exceedingly  severe  and 
protracted  until  tho  day  of  his  death. 
He  is  reproached  again  by  the  spirit 
of  inspiration,  that  during  his  pi-o- 
tracted  lameness  he  f o  r.g  o  t  the 
Lord,  he  did  not  apply  to  him  for  hcln 
but  depended  entirely  on  the  skill  of 
the  physicians  he  applied  to.  The 
.affliction  in  all  probability  was  sent  on 
him  directly  for  his  special  good,  he 
should  have  recognized  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  in  it. 

And  Asa  died,  and  probably  his 
body  was  buried  with  the  great  quan- 
tity of  spices  and  perfumes  that  had 
been  provided,  after  which  the  bones 
were  taken  up  and  buried  in  the 
sepuleher  which  he  had  prepared  for 
himself  in  the  city  of  David.  1st 
Kings  xv:  2d  Chrou.  xv:  16. 

ASAHEL— [As'-a-el,]  the  -work  or 

creature  of  God. 
Asahel  wart  one  of  the  sons  of 
Keruiah,  and  a  brother  of  Joab,  King 
David's  chief  general.  Asahel  was 
one  of  David's  thirty  heroes;  and  he 
is  introduced  in  2d  Samuel,  ii :  13,as 
being  remarkably  swift  on  foot.  "He' 
was  as  light  of  foot  as  a  wild  roe."  At 
the  battle  of  Gibeon,  which  was  a  bat- 
tle between  the  bouse  of  Saul  and 
David,  Abner,  .the  sou  of  Ner,  com- 


manded the  soldiery  of  Isbboshcth, 
the  son  of  Saul.  Asahel  and  his  two 
brothers  commanded  the  soldiery  of 
David.  Abner  was  beaten  and  fled, 
and  Asahel  ran  after  him.  His  objecu 
in  all  probability  was  to  overtake  Ab- 
ner and  kill  him,  and  take  possession 
of  his  armor,  and,  as  a  trophy,  show 
it  in  the  camp  of  David.  Abner  be- 
sought him  to  stay  in  his  pursuit  of 
him,  but  he  would  not.  He  bade  him 
lay  bold  of  one  of  the  young  men  and 
take  his  armor;  but  no,  Asahel  de- 
sired to  kill  the  commander  and  dis- 
play his  armor  to  Joab  and.  Abishai. 
Abner  assured  him  that  be  would 
thrust  him  through  with  his  sword,  if 
he  did  not  stay  his  pursuit  of  him. 
He  obstinately  pursued  until  Abner 
turned  him  round  and  thrust  him 
through  with  his  spear.  He  knew  he 
must  kill  Asahel  or  be  killed  by  him. 

Joab  afterward  resented  the  murder 
by  treacherously  killing  Abner  when 
he  was  about  to  transfer  the  interests 
of  the  house  of  Saul  to  David  and 
have  him  acknowledged  the  king  of 
all  Israel.    U  Sam.  m :  26,  27. 

Asahel  ivas  taken  up  aud  buried  in 
the  sepuleher  of  his  father  at  Beth- 


ASAIAH,  l—rAs-a-F-ah,]  the  Lord 
i'l.'ih,  wrought. 
Abaiae  was  one  of  the  servants  of 
King  Jo  slab.,  who  was  sent  with 
others  to  consult  the  prophetess,  Hul- 
dah,  concerning  the  book  of  the  law 
which  had  been  found  by  liilkiah  in 
the  temple.    2d  Chrou.  xxxiv :  20. 

ASA.IAH,  2— [As-a-i'ah,]  the  Lord 
hath  wrought. 
Asaiah  was  a  servant  of  King  Jo- 
siah,  and  sent  by  him,  together  with 
several  others,  to  seek  information  of 
Jehovah  respecting  the  book  of  the 
lnw,  in. nul  bv  Jiilkiti.il  in  the  temple. 
2d  Kings,  xxii:  12,  &c. 

ASAPH — [A'safJ  one  that  assembles 


Asaph  was  a  celebrated  i .___ 

in  the  time  of  David.  He  was  the 
son  of  Berechiah,  and  of  tho  tribe  of 
Levi.  His  name  is  attached  to  several 
of  the  Psalms,  but  it  is  probable  that 
be  was  not  the  author  or  composer  of 
the  Psalms,  but  (he  composer  of  tho 
music,  and  the  chief  singer  of  the 
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Psalms  bearing  his  name.  We  sup- 
pose him  to  have  been  a  master  musi- 
cian, find  lie  was  set  apart  solemnly, 
with  several  others,  for  this  special 
sen- ice  of  the  sanctuary.  1st  Ckrou. 
xv:  19:  "So  the  singers,  Heman. 
Awij'h  ami  Kthiui,  v.e'.x;  ;i.pp 
somid  with  cymbals  of  brass. 

The  family  of  Asaph  gained  more 
celebrity  as  choristers  of  David  than 
any  others,  and  they  are  mentioned 
with  very  peculiar  marks  of  promi- 
nence later  than  the  days  of  David. 
In  the  days  of  Jchoshapnat,  jeicl,  a 
Levito  of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  is  men- 
tioned as  prominent  in  worship,  and 
one  upon  whom  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
name  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation 
;■>;!  (Jhnji!.  xs :  14. 

Again,  in  the  days  of  King  Heae- 
kiah,  the  Levitcs  of  that  family  are 
engaged  in  singing  praises  unto  the 
Lord  in  the  use  of  the  words  of  David 
and  Asaph  the  seer.  And  after  the 
Babylonian  captivity  there  were  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  of  the  singers 
of  the  family  of  Asaph  returned  and 
were  enumerated  as  singers,  while 
those  belonging  to  other  families-are 
hiirdly  ;;pokcn  of.     Nell,  vii  :  44. 

When  the  nation  was  reorganized, 
and  especially  in  numbering  the  tribe 
of  Levi,  where  those  belonged  who 
were  vested  with  sacred  functions, 
Mattaniah,  a  descendant  of  Asaph, 
wan  placed  over  the  singers  and  super- 
intended that  interesting  part  of  their 
devotions.  The  strong  probability  is 
that  Asaph's  family  had  cultivated  a 
taste  for  sacred  music,  and  had  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  sacred  song  _  more 
than  any  other  family  of  the  Levites. 

ASAEEEL— [As-a-re'cl.] 

AsAREEI.  was  a.  son  of  -lohalaleel, 
whose  name  appears  in  the  genealogy 
of  Judah.    1st  Chron.  iv:  l(i. 

ASAKELAH— [As-a-re'lahJ 

Asareiah  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Asaph,  and  when  the  lots  were  cast, 
and  the  singers  were  divided  into 
twenty-four  courses,  the  seventh  lot 
came  to  him.  He  is  also  called  Jesh- 
arelah.    1st  Chron.  xxv  :  2  and  14. 

ASENATH—  [As'-e-nath,]  peril,  mis- 
fortune. 
Wo  know  but  little  of  this  woman 
save  that    she    was  the  daughter  of 


Fouphenih  and  wife  of  the  illustrious 
Joseph.  She  was  in  all-  probability  aa 
amiable  woman,  and  her  father  an 
officer  in  Pharoan's  government.  She 
became  the  mother  of  Joseph's  twe- 
sons  Ephioim  and  Manassch,  who  were 
the  heads  of  the  eleventh  tribe  ot! 
*      si.     Gen.  xl :  45. 


ASHEEL  W 
jamln,  and  is  reckoned  with  (he grand- 
children of  Jacob  in  Gen.  slvi:  21. 
He  was  one  of  the  sixty-sis  that  are 
said  to  have  come  out  of  the  loins  of 
Jacob,  that  came  down  into  Egypt  to 
sojourn,  and  ho  was  the  head  of  the 

:'ii!-i.ly  Hi  'hit  IrJIicc.dkd  the  Asiibcl- 

ites.     Num.  xxvi :  38. 


ASHES—  [Ash'er,]  b 

Aseiek,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  pa- 
Inarch  Jacob,  by  Zilpah  the  hand- 
maid of  Leah.  He  was  head  of  one 
of  the  powerful  tribes  of  the  He- 
brews. A  very  numerous  progeny 
sprung  from  his  sons  Jimna,  Jcssiii, 
and  Beriah.  There  were  fifty-three 
thousand  and  four  hundred  that  wore 
twenty  years  old  and  upwards,  and 
hence  able  to  go  out  to  war,  when  the 
sum  of  Israel  was  taken  in  the  plains 
of  Moab.     Numb,  xxvi :  47. 

The  second  ye;i.r  alter  they  went  out 
of  Egypt,  commanded  by  Pagiel,  the 
son  of  Oeran,  they  were  numbered  in 
the  wilderness  of  Sinai,  and  they  uum- 


Whea  Moses  sent  one  from  each 
tribe  as  spies  to  see  tho  land  of  Ca- 
naan, Scther,  the  son  of  Michael,  of 
the  tribe  of  Asher,  was  sent.  After 
they  entered  the  land  of  Canaan  and 
it  war:  divided  by  lot  among  them,  the 
lot  of  this  tribe  of  the  Hebrews  fell 
in  the  north-west  of  Canaan,  where 
the  soil  was  very  fertile,  and  the  coun- 
try was  rich  with  mines.  Tho  cities 
that  were  apportioned  to  them  num- 
bered twenty-two,  in  a  wealthy  part 
of  the  country. 

Tho  blessing  of  Moses,  just  before 
lie  yielded  up  his  life  and  mission, 
seemed  to  be  realized  in  the  lot  they 
enjoyed.  Bout,  xxxiii:  24,  "And  of 
Asher  he  said  :  Let  Asher  be  blessed 
with  children,  let  him  he  acceptable  to 
his  brethren ;  and  let  him  dip  his  fee*; 
in  oil." 
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This  tribe  waa  one  of  the  sis  who 
were  present,  and  echoed  amen  to  the 
curses  that  were  pronounced  from  Mt, 
Elab,  aa  wo  find  in  the  song  of  Dcbo- 
nrh  ami  Barak.    ■ 

They  assisted  Gideon,  the  conqueror 
of  the  Midianites,  and  wo  are  informed 
that  when  .David  was  to  be  crowned 
king  of  Israel,  forty  thousand  of  their 
expert  warriors  were  present  and 
joined  in  the  coronation  ceremonies, 
1st  Chron.  xii:  38.  They  were  loyal 
to  David,  and  afterward  to  Solomon, 
for  Eaauah,  the  son  of  Mushai,  was 
their  deputy  governor  under  that  It  ing, 
and  in  the  time  of  Hezcldah,  whea  he 
was  engaged  in  a  reformation^  in  hit 
kingdom,  several  of  the  tribe  of  Ashe: 
with  others,  are  represented  as  bum- 
bling theiiifcivcs,  and  rallying  round 
the  king.    'M  Ohron.  szx:  11. 

ASHKENAZ— [Ash'ke-nas,]  thejhe 
that  distills  or  spreads. 
AsiIKENAZ  watt  one  of  the  sons  of 
Gomer  and  a  grandson  of  Japheth, 
Wo  know  but  little  about  him.  It  is 
supposed  his  descendants  became 
quite-  numerous,  and  peopled  the  north 
and  north-western  portion  of  Asia 
Minor,  answering  in  later  times  to 
Bel.hynia, one  oi'ib.e  portions  .._  .  . 
try  to  which  the  epistle  of  St.  Peter 
went,  as  a  letter  full  of  christian  sym- 
pathy (  " 
Ohri 
3;  1st  Chron. 

ASHPENA2—  jAaVpe-naaJ 

AasPBHAZ  was  the  governor  of  Ne- 

buchadiiew.arV;  eunuchs.  We  learn 
from  the  book  of  Daniel  i :  7,  that  he 
changed  the  names  of  Daniel  and  "  ' 
companions.  "  Unto  whom  the  prince 
of  tho  eunuchs  gave  names,  for  he 
gave  unto  Daniel  the  same 
shasaav,  and  to  llananiah 
racii,  and  (o  Mishael  of  ___ 
and  to  Azariah  of  Abednego.  These 
names  imported  relations  to  tho  Chal- 
dean idols.    The  office  he  filled  must 

have  been  an  important  one,  from  . 

account  given  of  the  duties  of  it  and 
from  tho  responsibility  assumed  here, 
of  changing  the  names  of  tho  young 
captives,  to  names  of  such  importance. 


1  I  (if!  n 


3  sup-posed,  to  As- 


at-hy  to  the  scattered    drsdples    of 
called  "strangers."    Gen. 


lm   i.LLMij'.;.  jj,  r:i   .-.i'jr;iu^".^  i,    1.0    .i;-j- 

syria.  Aslmr  first  dwelt  in  the  laud 
of  Shinar,  as  we  learn  from  G-en.  x: 
11.  When  Nimrod  tho  mighty  hunter 
entered  the  laud  as  a  usurper,  he  was 
irobably  compelled  (o  leave,  and  with 
us  posterity,  took  a  position  higher 
.ip  in  the  country  toward  the  source 
of  the  river  Tigris.  It  is  supposed 
from  the  above  text,  that  he  built 
the  cities  of  Nineveh  and  Rcholnit.li, 
also  the  cities  Calah  and  Resin.    As- 

frin,  it  is  true,  is  called  ihc  land  of 
irarod  in  Micab  v:  G,  and  it  is  gen- 
erally .supposed  that  Winevah,  the 
:apitol  of  Assyria,  was  maned  in  honor 
>f  Ninoa,  the  son  of  Nimrod,  or  of 
Nimrod_nimself. 

Butlvimrod  may  have  driven  Ashur 
and  his  posterity  out  of  that  country, 
had  out  of  the  land  of  Shinar. 

ASHUSIM— [A-shu'i-im.] 

AsmraiM  was  the  son  of  Dedan, 
and  the  grandson  of  Abraham,  by 
Ketnrah.    Gen.  sxv:3. 

ASIIVATH— [Ash'vath,]  -malting 
vestments. 
Ashvath  was  one  of  tho  sons  of 

Ja-nhlct,  of  the  tribe  of  Asher.  1st 
Chvo^.vii:  33. 

ASIEL— [As'iel  ]  ths  work  of  God. 
AsrEL  was  &  Rimeonite^  whoso  de- 
scendant, Jehu,  lived  in  the  reign  of 
Hezekiah.    1st  Chron- iv:  35. 

ASNAH— [AbWlI 

The  descendants  o  f  this  person  were 
among  the  Nethinims  who  returned 
with  Eembbabel.    Ez.  li:  50. 

ASNAPPER— [Aa-nap'perJ  unliappi- 

mess,  fruitless. 
Asnapper  was  probably  a  King  of 
Assyria  of  whom  we  are  informed  in 
Kara  iv :  10,  that  ho  sent  them  under 
his  command  into  the  country  of  Israel, 
tho  home  of  the  ton  tribes.  Hois  sup- 
posed by  some  to  be  tho  same  as  Shal- 
manesei'  or  Eser  Haddon.  Of  this  per- 
son wo  may  say  theic  iri  bur.  little  known, 
ho  may  have  been  tho  miliitaiy  officer 
who  was  appointed  to  escort  this  people 
after  the  captivity  release  to  Judoa. 


ASTUTE.— |  iir,',  fettered. 

Ashke  was  the  son  of  i'lvui,  .rncl        A.«:-;.it   wan   tine   son   of  Jeeoulah   a 

hence  tho  grandson  of  Noah,     lie   Ehip;  uf  tiisdah,  and  he  is 
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1st  Chron.  iii:  17.  It  was  said  of 
Jcconiah  the  fatter  of  Assir,  tliat  lie 
should  bo  childless,  by  this  we  under- 
stand that  liii!  sons  should  not  follow 
him  on  the  throne.  The  prophet  Jere- 
miah interprets  it  thus  in  xxii:  30. 
"  For  no  man  of  his  seed  shall  prosper 
sitting  upon  the  throne  of  David  and 
ruling  anymore  in  Judah. 

ASSIR,  2— Pnmmer,  fettered. 

Assiit  with  Elkanali  and  Abiasaph 
was  a  son  of  Korah  who  wa3  the 
son  of  lahar,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
Those  sons  of  Korah  with  their  de- 
scendants were  called  Korhites.  We 
have  an  account  of  their  father  being 
associated  with  Dathan  and  Abiram  in 
speaking  against  Moses  and  Aaron,  and 
the  earth  opened  her  mouth  and  swal- 
lowed them  up  with  the  women  and 
children  of  Datnan  and  Abiram,  butfor 
some  cause  the  children  of  Korah  died 
not,  they  were  not  destroyed  with  the 
others.     Ex.  vi:  24;    Nmrnxxvi:  11. 

ATAD— [A'tad,]  a  thorn. 

Atad  wo  suppose  was  a  noted  Ca- 
naanite.  and  had  a  threshing  floor  at 
Abel  Mizraim.  His  threshing  floor  is 
mentioned  in  Gen.  1:  11.  Tothisiloor 
of  Atad,  (hey  brought  the  embalmed 
body  of  Jacob,  and  tamed  awhile  as 
they  made  a  great  mourning.  Tho 
Egyptians  joined  Joseph  and  his  breth- 
ren in  the  mourning  seven  days,  and  af- 
ter the  funeral  procession  passed  on 
they  named  the  threshingfloorof  Atad 
"    1  Mizraim,  "tho  mourning  of  tho 


ATAEOTH—  [At'a-roth,]  crowns, 

counsel  of  making  fi.dl. 
AxARO'i'ii.  was  tho  wife  of  Jerahmeel 
and  the  mother  of  Guam.    1st  Ohron. 


ATHAIAH—  [Ath-a-i'ah.] 

Athaiah  waK  a  descendant  of  .i  'Iiarez 
the  son  of  Judah,  who  dwelt  at  Jerusa- 
lem after  the  return  from  Babylon. 
.Neh.xi:  4. 

ATHALIAH—  [Ath-a-li'-ah,]  the  time 
of  the  Lord. 
Atiiaijaii,  the  wife  of  Jehoram, 
king  of  Judah,  was  the  daughter  of 
Ahab  and  grand- daughter  of  Omri. 
She  was  a  very  wicked  woman,  and  ex- 
ercised a  very  baneful  influence  upon 


her  husband,  and  also  upon  Ahaziah, 
her  son.  She  led  thcui  to  follow  the 
idolatrous  course  of  Ahab,  her  father. 
We  learn  from  2d  Kings  viii.  that  Je- 
horam the  husband,  and  Ahaziah  the 
son,  both  walked  in  the  idolatrous  way 
of  the  house  of  Ahab  ;  and  it  is  more 
than  intimated  thai,  ihc  influence  of 
this  wicked  woman  led  both  the  father 
and  the  son.  Indeed  it  is  said  of 
Ahaziah,  2d  Chron.  xxii:  4,  "Where- 
upon he  did  evil  ia  the  sight  of  the 
Lord  like  the  house  of  Ahab,  for  they 
were  hia  counsellors  after  tho  death  of 
hi;!  fuller,  to  Lis  destruction." 

When  Athaliah  way  informed  that 
Jehu  bad  skin  her  sou  and  many  others 
of  the  royal  line  in  Judah,  she  at  once 
assumed  the  government ;  and  though 
we  might  have  supposed  she  would 
have  wept  and  bewailed  greatly  the  de- 
struction of  her  son,  tho  King,  and  tho 
seventy  of  tho  seed  royal,  many  of 
whom  we  conclude  were  her  grand 
children,  yet  on  the  contrary,  with  an 
ambition  for  the  throne  and  the  author- 
ity of  the  kingdom,  she  proclaimed 
herself  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  exercised  the  cruelty  of  hoi 
wicked  heart  by  hunting  up  and  put- 
ting (o  death  all  the  remainder  of  tho 
royal  family  the  eoultl  find,  her  object 
being  to  secure  withoutfail  the  govern- 
ment to  herself.  There  was  but  one  of 
all  her  grand  children  that  escaped  her 
cruelty,  and  that  was  the  infant  Joash, 
who  was  carried  off  by  his  aunt  and  hid 
for  sis  yearn  in  some  apartment  of  the 
temple.  2d  Chron.  xxii:  12.  During 
thesis,  years  that  Joash  was  hid,  Atha- 
liah governed  the  Jews  in  that  king- 
dom, lu  which  time  she  promoted  tho 
vilest  idolatry. 

It  was  during  the  seventh  year  of  licit 
reign  that  Jehoiada,  the  high  priest, 
brought  the  young  prince  from  Ma 
hiding  place  add  showed  him  in  a  pub- 
lic assembly,  and  at  once  made  known 
to  the  people  his  desire  to  have  Joash 
made  king,  and  the  worship  of  the 
true  God  to  take  the  place  of  the  vile 
idolatry  patronized  and  supported  by 
Athaliah.  He  engaged  the  leading 
men  of  the  Kingdom  in  the  enterprise, 
and  then  caused  the  people  to  take  a 
solemn  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  cause  of 
Joash,  the  young  king.  He  engaged, 
by  a  solemn  covenant,  both  Joash  and 
the  people  to  serve  the  Lord.  He 
armed  the  Levitcs  and  other  friends  of 
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tho  enterprise  and  reform,  appointed 
one  part  of  them  faithfully  to  guard  the 
royal  person,  another  part  to  secure  the 

fates  of  the  sacred  courts.  Then  he 
cought  forth  Jonah,  put  the  crown 
upon  his  head,  annoiuted  him  with  oil 
and  declared  him  king.  Tho  trumpets 
were  sounded  and  the  vast  company  of 
people  present  proclaimed  the  child 
.iOLi.vh  ihdi'kiQg. 

Athaliati  heard  the  noise  and  became 
alarmed,  and  in  her  fright  she  ra 
the  temple  to  see  the  cause  of  .__ 
tumult  and  shouting.  To  her  horror 
she  saw  tho  young  king  on  his  throne. 
"Then  Athaliah  rent  her  clothes  and 
cried  treason,  treason !" 

She  discovered  then  for  tho  first  ihc 
conspiracy  against  her.  She  pressed  ii: 
among  the  guards  of  the  temple  with 
hercry  of  treason.  Jehoiadathe  priest 
cave  orders  that  she  ho  carried  out  of 
the  courts  of  the  temple  and  bo  slain, 
and  if  any  one  dared  to  take  her  part, 
he  ordered  that  ho  he  instantly  slain. 
Thus  died  this  gross  idolater  and  cruel 
woman  of  the  house  of  Ahab. 

ATHLAI— [Athla.] 

Athlai  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Bebai 
who  put  away  his  foreign  wife  at  the 
exhortation  of  Ezra.    E'z.  x  :  28. 

ATTAI— [At'ta.] 

Attat  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Eeho- 
beam,  born  of  Maachah  the  duughtei 
of  Absalom.     2d  Citron,  si:  20. 

AUGUSTUS— [Au-gus'tus,]  increased 


Tho  Augustas  Cfflsar  spoken  of  in 
the  New  Testament,  was  the  second 
emperor  of  Borne,  or  the  successor  of 
Julius  Oassar.  History  informs  us  that 
hi!  «a.;;  ;i  puriner  '.viili  llark  Antony  ib:' 
awhile,  but  afterwards  fought  with  him 
ami  defeated  him  io  lire  Battle  ofAc- 
tium,  and  assumed  sovereignty,  or  en- 
tire control. 

As  soon  as  he  had  established  peace 
avid  order  in  his  vast,  empire,  he  ordered 
an  enrollment  of  his  subjects  and  a 
record  of  the  value  of  their  property, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  ascertain 
what  was  the  strength  of  his  empire  as 
to  population,  or,  more  particularly, 
what  was  his  strength  as  to  his  subjects 
that  were  fit  for  war.  But  he  also 
wished  to  know  what  tax  might  be  rea- 


sonably imposed,  and  hence,   what 
would  be  the  revenue  of  his  empire. 

He  made,  it.  is  said,  three  such  en- 
rollments, one  of  which  was  the  oeca- 
siou  of  the  Virgin  Maiy  and  Joseph 
being  at  Bethlehem  at  tho  time  Cluist 
was  born.  Luke,  ii:  1-6,  "then  went 
out  a  decree  from  Csesar  Augustus  that 
ail  the  world  should  be  taxed,  &c.'' 

AKALIAH— [AB-a-li'ah.] 

Azaliah  was  the  father  of  Shaphan 
the  scribe  iu  iho  reign  of  Josiah.  2d 
Kings  xxii :  3.    2d  Ohron.  xxxiy :  8. 

AZAjYIAH— [Az'a-ni-ah.] 

Azaniaii  was  the  father  of  Jeshua 
tho  Iiovite,  in  the  time  ol'  Neliomiah. 
Neh.  x:  9. 

AZARAEL—IAE'a.ra'cl.] 

AzAUAi:r,   was  a-   Le^iic 
Neh.  xii :  36. 


AZAItKKL.l— rAz-a-re'el.] 

AzAEEELwas;],  Sorbite,  who  joined 
David  in  his  retreat  at  ZUdag.  1st 
Chron.  xii :  6. 

AZAKEEL,  2. 

Azareel  was  a  i. evite  miisieian  of 
the  family  of  iiornan,  in  the  time  of 
David.    1st  Chron.  xxv :  18. 

AZAKEEL,  3. 

Azareel  was  the,  son  of  JeToham, 
and  prince  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  when 
David  numbered  the  people.     1st  Ch. 


AKAIUJHJL,  4. 

Azaresl  was  one  of  tho  sons  of 
Bani,  who  put  away  his  foreign  wife  at 

the  request  of  Ezra,     Ez.  x :  41. 

AZAKEEL,  5. 

Azaeeel  was  the  father  of  a  priest 
who  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  after  the  re- 
turn from  Babylon.     Neh.  xi :  13. 


the  Lord. 
Sometimes  Ahaziah  or  Jehoaz  is 
called  A/.ariiih.  lie  who  was  the  grand- 
son of  Jchoshaphat  and  tho  son  of  Je- 
horam  and  Athaliah.  He  succeeded 
his  father  in  tho  twenty  second  year  of 
his  age,  and  was  destroyed  by  Jehu, 
the  son  of  Nimshi,  who  was  ^commis- 
sioned of  (Jod  to  c* 
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Altai)  so  grossly  idolatrous.     [See  Aha- 

AZARIAH  2,  or  UZZIAH. 

Azakiah,  or  Uzziaii,  the  son  of 
Amaziah,  was  a  king  of  Jtidah.  lie 
be^an  bis  reign  when  sisteen  years  of 
ages  and  reigned  until  ho  was  sixty-seven. 

Ho  was  a  good  king  and  did  that 
which  was  right  in  the  flight  of  the 
Lord  ;  we  are  informed  that  he  sought 
Gad  in  the  days  of  Zechariah.  This 
Zcshariah,  whoever  ho  was,  from  his 
character,  as  given,  was  a  good  man, 
wiso  and  true  in  the  interpretation  of 
prophecies.  It  is  more  than  intimated 
that  ho  was  quite  competent  to  be  the 
instruct  or  of  the  young  king. 

Tiie  Lord  helped  As-.ariah  hi  his  wars 
with  the  Philistines  and  Arabians  who 
dwelt  in  Gur-baal,  and  others  with 
whom  ho  fought.  The  Ammonites  paid 
an  animal  tribute  onto  him  and  his  gov- 
ei'iimont.  He  had  towerabuilt  anufor- 
tiiicd  in  the  city  of  Jerusalem  for  the 
protection  of  the  city  and  ita  interests. 
He  had  towers  huiltin  the  desert,  prob- 
ably for  the  defense  of  the  flocks,  the 
shepherds  and  husband  men,  for  it  in 
said  of  him,  2d  Chronicles,  xxvi:  10 
"for  he  had  much  cattle,  both  in  the 
low  country  and  in  the  plains,  husband- 
men also,  and  vine- dressers  in  the 
mountains  and  in  Cannel;  for  he  loved 
husbandry."     How  significant  that  las! 

§art  of  the  quotation.  Every  country 
spends  upon  its  husbandry,  and  there 
must  bo  attention  to  agricultural  inter- 
est;! if  there  I;;  national  prosperity.  The 
ruler  and  his  subjects  alike  arc  supplied 
with  the  products  of  the  Held.  To  love 
husbandry  is  honorable  in  a  king,  and, 
moreover,  it  is  annul;  of  Rood  sense. 

Azaristh  had  a  host  of  warriors  and 
he  manufactured  implements  of  war- 
fare, such  as  shields  and  spears,  and  en- 
gines to  shoot  arrows  and  great  stones. 
This  is  the  first  instance  on  record  of 
any  warlike  engines  for  the  attack  of 
cities,  or  for  the  defense  of  beseiged 
cities  or  places,  such  engines  have  been 
nsed  later  but  this  is  the  first  manufac- 
ture and  use  of  them  mentioned.  The 
Jews  wore  the  inventors  of  such  engines, 
and  the  invention  dates  in  (lie  reign  of 
Uaziah.  No  wonder  this  king's  name 
spread  abroad  and  struck  terror  into  his 


But  Azariah  was  not  without  faults. 
He  transgressed  against  the  Lord,  "  In 


that  the  high  places  were  not  removed, 
and  the  people  sacrificed  and  burnt  in- 
cense still  on  the  high  places."  2d 
Kings,  xv :  4.  And  we  are  immedi- 
ately informed  ihat  i_';;ziah  took  it  upon 
himself  to  offer  incense  in  the  temple, 
which  work  belonged  entirely  to  the 
priests.  God  was  angry  and  smote  the 
king  so  that  ho  was  a  leper  until  the 
day  of  his  death.  His  disease  sepa- 
rated him  from  the  people.  Ho  died 
in  '"a  several  house." 

Tho  reason  why  God  visited  Tfaj.ah 
with  this  plague,  is  well  told  in  2d 
0hroniele9,_sxvi :  10.  "But  when  he 
was  strong  hid  heart,  was  lifted  up  to  bis 
d  est  rue  tie  !.i,  for  ho  transgressed  against 
the  Lord  hisG-od,  and  went  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord  to  bum  incense  upon 
the  altar  of  incense."  The  priests  fal- 
lowed him- and  besought  him  to  desist, 
but  he  would  not.  Ho  became  angry 
at  them  because  of  then-  warning  and 
reproof,  and  persisted  in  holding  the 
censer  and  burning  the  incense,  and 
while  in  the  very  not  of  transgression, 
:.!;■) ho-tjtood  beside  (he  altar,  God  marked 
him  with  leprosy  in  the  forehead. 
When  the  priests  observed  the  icpvo.-.y, 
they  took  hold  of  him  and  thrust,  him 
forcibly  from  tho  temple.  And  ho  him- 
self felt,  as  ho  realized  tho  divine  anger 
in  it,  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  sacred 
place. 

ne  was  compelled  because  of  this 
affliction,  to  shut  himself  up  and  have 
the  affairs  of  his  government  adminis- 
tered by  another.  And  when  ho  died 
he  was  not  buried  in  the  royal  sepnl- 
cher,  as  was  the  usual  custom  when 
kings  died,  but  was  buried  in  tho  field 
at  some  distance,  because  he  was  a  leper. 

What  a  striking  instance  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  king  nave  we  of  the  sanc- 
tity of  the  sacred  office,  and  (be  wicked 
presumption  of  one  not  called  of  God 
to  enter  the  office  and  perform  the 
work. 

AZAEIAH,  3— [Aa-a-ri'ah,]  assist- 
ance, ha  that  hear:;  the  Lord. 
Azartaii  was  the  son  of  Oiled,  the 
prophet,  who  prophesied  in  the  time 
of  Asa,  and  gave  one  of  the  most  stir- 
ring exhortations  to  that  king  regard- 
ing tho  low  state  of  religion  in  his 
kingdom.  He  assured  Asa  that  hap- 
piness for  his  people  was  only  to  be 
expected  in  serving  God  faithfully; 
and  he  encouraged  the  king  to  proceed 
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in  his  work  of  reforming  the  kingdom, 
Asa  obeyed  his  admonition,  and  com- 
pleted the  reformation  which,  lie  had 
begun.  His  kingdom  is  very  greatly 
Strengthened  and  blessed,  and  all  the 
people  "entered  into  a  solemn  cove- 
nant with  tlio  Lord."    2d  Cliron.  xv. 

01'  this  prophet  we  know  nothing 
at  all,  save  what  is  related  of  him 
here.  His  language  to  Asa  is  very 
striking:  "The  Lord  is  with  you 
while  you  be  with  Mm  ;  and  if  ye  sock 
iiim  he  will  be  found  of  you ;  but  if 
ye  forsake  him  ho  will  forsake  you." 
Second  verse.  And  it  had  a  good  ef- 
fect upon  him,  for,  ns  recorded  in  the 
8th  verse,  "whoa  Asa  heard  these 
wordo  of  the  prophecy  of  Oded,  the 
prophet,  ho  took  courage  and  put 
away  the  abominable  idols  out  of  the 
land  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  out 
of  the  cities  which  he  had  taken  from 
Mf.  Epbraim,  and  renewed  the  altar 
of  the  Lord." 

There  is  a  striking  act  in  the  reform 
of  thia  king,  as  a  consequence  of  this 
prophet's  teaching  via :  the  removing 
of  the  queen  mother,  Maachah,  from 
her  position  as  queen,  because 
made  an  idol  in  a  grove. 

Azariah,  as  a  prophet,  may  have 
been  raised  up  specially  for  thin  time 
and  the  accomplishment  of  this 
portant  work. 


ferred  to  in  2d  Chron.  ssxi:  13,     _ 

be.ng  exceedingly  zealous  for  the  law 
of  the  Lord,  engaged  with  others  in 
King  llezekiah/s  reform. 

AZAZIAH,  2. 

Azaziaii  i.i  referred  to  in  1st  CUs'oi.i. 
xxvii :  20,  as  the  father  of  Hoshea,  of 
the  tribe  of  Ephraiin. 

AZBUK— [Az'-buk.l 

Azeok  was  the  lather  of  the  Nchc- 
miali  who  was  the  prince  of  part  of 
Bethzur.    Neh.  iii :  l(i. 

AZEL— [A-zcF.] 

Azel  was  a  descendant  of  Saul.  1st 
Cliron.  viii :  37. 


Azoad  was  one  who  returned  from 
Babylon  with  twelve  hundred  and 


twenty-two  of  his  brethren,  in  com- 
pany With  and  under  (he  charge  of 
Zerubbabel".    Ez.  ii :  13. 

AZGAD,  2. 

AzQAD  is  referred  to  in  Ezra  viii : 
12,  as  the  father  of  Jolianan  and  Hak- 
katan. 

AZI2AH— A-m'-sohO 

AziZAIl  was  a  man  of  the  family  of 
.  *  ZatUi,  who  had  married  a  foreign 
wife  after  the  return  from  Babylon. 

AZMAVETH,  1—  [Az'ma-veth.] . 

Asmavetii  was  one  of  David's  val- 
iant men,  numbered  among  the  thirty- 
d.    2d  Sara,  xxiii :  31. 

AZMAVETH,  2. 

Asmavetii  whs  a  Houof  Jchoadah, 
of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.     1st  Chron] 


AO.AVETH,  3. 
Azmateth  was  the  son  of  Adiel, 


AZOR— [A'zor.} 

Azt)Kwaul.hesonofEiialdm,and  i.h.o 
father  of  Sadoe.  1  Ms  name  occurs  in 
the  geneology.  of  Christ.    Math,  i:  13. 

AZRIEL,1— [Az'-ri-elJ 

Azkiel  was  a  man  of  considerable 
renown,  being  the  head  of  a  house  of 
rho  huif- tribe  of  Mauasseh,  beyond 
Jordan.     1st  Chron.  v :  24. 

AZBIEL,  2. 

AzEIEL  was  a  Naplitalitc,  and  au 
ancestor  of  Jerimoth,  the  head  of  the 
tribe  in  the  time  of  David's  census. 
1st.  Chron.  xxvii:  19. 

AZRTKAM,  1— rAz-ri'-kam.] 

AzilIKAM  was  a.  descendant  of  'Ac- 
rubbabel,  and  son  of  Neariah.  1st 
Chron.  iii :  23. 

AZRIKAM,  2. 

Azeikam  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Azel,  and  a  descendant  of  Saul.  1st 
Chron.  viii:  38. 

AZRIKAM,  3. 

Azrikam  was  a  Lcvite  ancestor  of 
Shemaiah,  who  lived  in  the  time  of 

i'.CLi.ijHibh.     Neh.  xi:  xv. 
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AZBJKAM,  i. 

He  was  governor  of  the  house  of 
King  Ahaz,  who  was  slain  by  Zlohri. 
2d  Chron.  xxviii:  7. 

AZUBAII—  [Az-u'bah.] 

Azubah  was  the  first  wife  of  Caleb} 
the  son  of  Ilezion,  and  she  was  the 
mother  of  Jesher,  and  Shnbab,  and  Ar- 
don.  1st  Chron.  ii :  IS.  When  she  died 
Caleb  took  unto  him  Ephrath  to  wife. 

AZUR,  1— [A'-znrJ  lie  that  assists, 
is  assisted. 
Azub  was  a  Benjamite  of  Gideon, 
the  father  of  Hananiah,  the  false 
prophet.    Jer.  xxviii:  1. 

AZUR,  2— lie  that  assists,  is  assisted. 
Azure  was  the  father  of  Jaasaniah, 
one  of  the  people  against  whom  Eae- 
kiel  was  commanded  to  prophecy. 
Eaekiel,  xi :  1. 


the  tribe  of  Issaeher,  who,  as  a  prince 
assisted  in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan. 

AZZUR-fAz'sur.] 

Azzua  was  ono  of  the  heads  of  the 

Seople,  who  signed  the  covenant  with 
iehemiah.     Nell,  x:  17. 


BAAL,  1— [Ba'-al.l 
Baal  was  a  Bcuhenite,  who  is  re- 
ferred to,  1st  Chron.  v:  5.  Hisson„or 
descendant,  Beerah,  was  captured  by 
the  invading  army  of  Assyria,  under 
X'ibiLLih-PIlneser. 

BAAL,  2. 

Baal  was  the  son  of  Jehiel,  by  his 
wife,  Maacliah.  He  was;  the  father  or 
founder  of  Gibeon.  Ho  is  thought  to 
be  a  kinsman  of  Saul.  1st  Chron. 
viii :  30 ;  ix :  36. 

BAAL,  3. 

Baal  was  an  idol  worshiped  by 
eastern  nations,  under  the  emblem  of 
an  ox  or  bull.  The  Moabites  were 
worshipers  of  this  false  god ;  and  when 
Balak,  the  king  of  Moab;  hired  Ba- 
laam to  curse  Israel  for  him,  he  took 
him  to  the  high  places  of  Baal.  Num. 
xxii :  41. 

But  even  the  Israelites,  after  the 
death  of  Joshua,  went  into  idolatry 


and  worshiped  this  false  god.  We 
learn  from  Judges,  ii:  13;  iii:  7;  vi : 
25;  and  also  x:6  that  under  their 
judges,  Ehud,  Gideon,  [aid  Jcpthah, 
they  worshiped  Baal.  Ami  so  in  the 
days  of  Samuel,  the  prophet,  they 
were  thus  guilty,  for  he  was  engaged 
in  abolishing  the  worship  of  this  idol 
in  Israel.     1st  Sam.  v"  *  '' 


ilueeil  idolatry  extensively,  and  the 
prophet  Elijah,  after  passing  through 
a  severe  storm  of  persecution  against 
true  worship  and  (rue  prophets,  pat 
the  king,  tii e  prophet.-,  and  worship- 
ers of  Hual  to  fjbaiiLC,  at  Mt.  Carmel, 
!:;'■  Ki !■;!>;,  xviii. 

"We  have  an  account ;:;  2d  Kings,  x. 
of  Jehu's  conspiring  against  Baal's 
priests  and  prophets.  He  pretended, 
after  Ahab  and  Jezebel  and  their 
family  were  destroyed,  to  have  great 
reverence  and  regard  for  Baal,  and 
convened  the  priests  and  prophets  in 
the  iemplc.  He  proposed  to  be  more 
ardent  and  faithful  us  a  worshiper  of 
Baal  than  Ahab  had  been.  When  he 
had  collected  them  all  in  their  temple 
he  put  lb  cm  all  to  the  sword. 

'  et   Israel  rck>[;sc<l   inlo  l»a:;l  «: 


whole  country  of  Judah  of  it.  The 
good  Josiah,  in  his  reformation,  re- 
abolished  it ;  but  his  son  encouraged 
it  again.  2d  Kings,  svii ;  xxi ;  Jere- 
miah, six :  5. 


Baal-beritii  was  an  idol  wor- 
shiped by  the  Israelites  after  the 
death  of  Gideon.  "They  made  Baal- 
berith  their  god."  And  at  Seelmn 
there  was  a  temple  consecrated  to  this 
god.  Judges,  viii :  33.  And  in  this 
temple  there  were  seventy  pieces  of 
silver  deposited,  which  they  who  had 
charge  of  the  temple  gave  to  Abime- 


lech,  with  which  he 
light  persons  which  followed  him. 
ix :  4. 


BAAL-HANAN,  1— Ba'-al-han'- 

Baal-hanan  was  the  son  of  Ach- 
bar,  who  succeeded  Saul  in  the  king- 
dom of  Edom.  He  was  the  seventh 
king  of  the  Edomites.    He  is  referred 


v  Google 


un 


fiAA 


BAAL-HANAN,  2. 

Baal-hanan,  tliQ  Gederitc,  wi... 
placed  by  King  David,  over  the  olive 
trees  and  sycamore  trees  in  the  low 

plains.     1st  Cliron.  xxvii.:  :iS. 

BAALIS— [Ba'-al-is,]  «  rejoicing, 
proud  lord. 

Baat.ts  was  a  king  of  the  Ainmon- 
hesat  ilio  time  of  t lid  destruction  of 
.Jerusalem  hv  Nebueiiadnezaar.  Jer. 
xl :  14. 

BAAL-PEOEr-CBa-al-pe'-or,]  nMM. 
far  o/iAc  opening, 

Baal-PEOK  wae  an  idol  of  the  Mo- 
abites.  Numbers,  xxv ;  v.  It  is  also 
referred  to  in  Psalms,  evi:  28. 

BAASEIAH— [Ba-a-si'-ab.] 

Baaseiaii  was  a  Gershonite  Levite 
and  one  of  the  forefathers  of  Asaph, 
the  singer.    1st  Chron.  vi :  40. 

B  AAL-ZEBUB  —  [  Ba.'-al-ze'-bub,] 


Ekron.    In  the 


rnfjl, 
■y,<\   of 


scriptures  ho  is  called  prince  of  the 
devils,  and  chief  of  devils.    Matt. 


;  Luke  .', 


:15. 


BAAL-ZKPHON—  [B^-al-ze'-fon,] 
tJte  idol  of  the 'north,  secret. 
Baal-MPhon  is  supposed  to  have 
been  an  idol-god,  and,  as  such,  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Ex.  xiv:2;  probably  set 
at  that  place  to  watch  the  frontiers  of 
Egypt. 

BAANA,  I. 

Baana  was  t-lie  son  of  Abihtd,  and 
was  principal  officer  in  Jezreel  and 
the  north  of  the  Jordan  valley. 
Kings,  iv :  12. 

BAANA,  2. 

Baana  was  the  father  of  Zadok.who 
assisted  in  rebuilding  the  wall:-  cf  J< 
salem  under  Neheniiah.     Neb.  iii 

BAANAH,  1— [Ba-a'nah.] 

Baanah,  with  his  brother  Keel  , 
was  a  son  of  Simmon,  of  Besroth,  of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin.    They  wore  both 

o-Uieoi'Sortlioiivuiy  of  KLii;';L;hboi!lu!t.h; 
Saul's  son.  They  conceived  the  idea 
of  putting  Ishboshcth,  their  masti 


death,    and   thereby  transferring    his 
kingdom  and  interests  to  David,  sup- 

Bising  that  they  would  be  rewarded  by 
avid  for  it. 

To  accomplish  this  purpose  they  en- 
tered the  palace  of  the  king  at  midday, 
while  he  was  sleeping,  and  murdered 
him.  They  then  cut  off  his  head  and 
carried  it  to  David  that  be  might  see  it 
and  feel  satisfied  that  what  they  re- 
ported was  true.  The  son  of  Saul  was 
surely  dead.  David,  instead  of  laud- 
ing them  for  this  act,  and  rewarding 
thcra  as  they  desired,  charged  theni 
with  murdering  an  innocent  and  a  right- 
eous man,  in  his  own  houso  and  on  his 
own  bed.  Ho  at  once  Rave  the  com- 
mand that  they  both  be  slain.  They 
were  accordingly  put  to  death,  and  to 
give  an  expression  of  the  king's  judg- 
ment as  to  the  horrid  nature  of  then- 
crime,  he  ordered  their  hands  and  feet 
cut  off  and  their  bodies  to  bo  hanged 
over  the  pool  in  Hebron.     2d  Sam.  iv. 

BAANAH,  2. 

Baanah  was  a  ><ct.;>i;hal:l'.ite,  the 
son  of  Holeb,  and  one  of  David's  thirty- 
seven  valiant  men.     2d  Sam.  xxiii :  29. 

BAANAH,  3. 

Baanah  was  the  son  of  Ahilud. 
He  was  a  noted  governor  under  King 
Solomon.  From  1st  Kings,  iv :  12,  we 
leant  that  ho  bad  under  his  rule  and 
authority  the  cities  of  Taanaeh  and 
MegiddO;  arid  a!l  Bothsheun,  &e. 

BAANAH,  4. 

Baanah  was  also  a  governor  under 
King  Solomon,  ne  was  the  son  of 
Hushai.  He  ruled  in  Asher  and  in 
Aloth.    1st  Kings,  iv:  16. 

BAAEA— [Ba-a'rah.] 

Baara  was  one  of  the  wives  of 
Shaharaim  who  was  sent  off,  or  pot 
away,  but  afterwards  remained.  Prob- 
ably she  was  the  same  as  Hodesh  who 
was  the  mother  of  Jobab,  Zibia,  Mesha, 
Malcham,  Jeuz,  Shachia  and  Mirma,. 
1st  Chron.  viii :  8,  9. 

BAASHA—  [Bjwrtha.] 

BaASHA  was  a  warrior,  the.  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  atany  of  Nadab, 
toe  son  of  Jeroboam  the  Kingof  Israel. 
Ho  treacherously  murdered  nis  master 
and  famil;',  and  usurped  the  crown. 
After  ho  had  smitten  Nadab,  ho  dc- 
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strayed  h-is  family  until  there  was  not 
one  left  of  the  house  of  Jeroboam  thus 
the  prophecy  of  Ahijah  the  Shilonite 
was  fulfilled.  'When  Jeroboam's  wife 
disguised  herself  and  waited  on  Aliijah 
to  "enrmive  of  him  whether  her  son 
should  recover  of  his  sickness,  he  in- 
formed Jeroboam  through  his  wife 
that  his  family  should  be  exterminated, 
not  one  of  them  should  be  left.  1st 
Kings  xiv:  11.  "Him  that  dieth  of 
Jeroboam  in  the  city  shall  the  dogs  eat ; 
and  bin*  that  dieth  in  tlic  field  shalRho 
fouls  of  the  air  eat  for  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  it."  Thin  prophetic  declaration 
involved  the  refusal  of  an  honorable 
burial.  They  should  not  even  come  to 
the  sepulcher  of  their  fathers.  Eaasha 
though  a  w luted  man  was  made  use  of 
to  destroy  another  wicked  man  and  the 
entire  family  to  which  he  belonged,  via : 
the  house  of  Jeroboam.  But  Baaaha 
was  also  very  wicked  in  his  reign,  and 
provoked  the  God  of  Lraelso  that  ho 
determined  to  take  away  his  posterity 
also  and  mate  hi:*  houio  as  the  bou:-c  of 
Jeroboam.  God  declared  of  Baaaha, 
"  Him  that  dieth  of  Baasha  in  (ho  city 
shall  the  dogs  cat ;  and  him  that  dieth 
of  his  in  the  field  shall  the  fouls  of  the 
aireat."  After  Baasha' s  reign  ended. 
Elah  his  son  ascended  the  throne.  He 
fell  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin.  Zimri 
a  servant  conspired  against  him  whil 
he  was  "drinking  himself  drunk"  ii 
the  house  of  Area,  his  steward.  And 
after  Zimri  asseoitclcd  ilio  throne. 
destroyed  the  whole  house  of  Baa 
a-i'naa:-liah:i.'.Ule-l.i'oy!;d  the  house  of 
Nadab  and  Jeroboam. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  see  why  it 
that  God_permitted  such  judgments  to 
fall  on  this  family.     Baasha  was  a  very 
great  offender,  as  was  also  Elah  his, 
for  they  caused  tho  people  to  sin, 
provoked  the  God  of  Israel  to  anger 
with  their  idolatries.     1st  Kings 
10,  16. 

BAKBAKKER—  [Bat-backer.] 


BAL 
ilam,] 


Bakhaxker  was  a  Lovite, 

to  in  1st  ChroD.  ix :  15,  and  was,  prob- 
ably, a  descendant  of  Asaph. 

BAKBUK-[Bak'buk.] 

The  children  of  Bakhuk  are  referred 
to  among  tho  Nethinims  who  returned 

from  captivity  with  Zorubbabel.   E-ira. 
Ii:  51,  acdNch.  vii:  53, 


BALAAM— [Ba'lam,]  ilia  old  age  or 
ancient  of  the  people,  without  the 
people. 

Salaam,  the  son  of  Beer,  was  a 
noted  prophet  or  divine  of  the- city  of 
Pethor,  on  the  river  Euphrates.  Sonio 
havo  supposed  him  to  be  ft  false  prophet 
and  a.  hypocrite,  but  in  this  they  are 
probably  mi  it  alien,  lie  had  undoubt- 
edly a  knowledge  of,  and  worshiped  the 
true  God.  He  had  been  a  true  prophet 
before  he  was  called  on  by  Balak,  the 
king  of  the  Moabites,  to  curse  the 
Israelites.  This  is  to  l.;o  inferred  from 
the  extensive  account  recorded  in  Num- 
bers, xsii,  ssiii,  and  xs.lv.  Balak  un- 
derstood Balaam  to  bo  a  prophet  of  the 
God  of  the  people  he  desired  to  have 
cursed,  and  sent  unto  him  by  his  serv- 
Lts,  making  the  offer  of  honor  and 
;alth  if  lie  would  prophesy  against 
em.  But  Balaam  feared  God  and 
.  /idonced  that  fear  in  an  honest  refusal 
to  meet  tho  wish  of  Balak,  as  soon  as 
God  let  him  knowthat  the  people  should 
not  bo  cursed;  Num.  Edi:  12,  "for 
they  are  blessed."  When  Balak  sent 
his  servants  again,  and  pressed  him  to 
eonie  to  him  at  once,  renewing  the  offc;' 
of  honorand  wealth,  Balaam  still  refused 
and  made  tho  honorable  reply,  "If 
Balak  would  give  me  his  house  full  of 
silver  and  gold  I  cannot  go  beyond  the 
word  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  do  less  or 
more."  Balaam  certainly  appears  in 
this  history  of  him  at  times  in  a  very 
favorable  altitude.  Was  he  a  prophet 
of  God  ?  The  scriptures  expressly  call 
him  one,  2d  Peter,  ii:  15,  16, 

il  'i  i  ■  '  >i\i,  these 
who  loved  iheweqesoftmi-igl 
but  was  rebuked  for  his  iniquity,  the 
dumb  ass  speaking  with  man's  voice, 
forbade  the  madness  of  the  prophet." 
It  hi  reasonable  -for  us  to  ;-upposofn>m 
this  language  of  the  apostle  that  Balaam 
had  onco  been  a  good  man,  and  a  true 
prophet,  but  that  be  coveted  the  wealth 
and  honor  that  the  king  of  Moab  prof- 
fered him.  The  Lord  answered  him 
when  he  inquired  the  second  time:  "If 
the  men  call  thee,  riso  up  and  go  with 
them,  but  yet  the  word  that  I  shall  say 
unto  thee,  that  shalt  thou  do."  The 
history  would  seem  to  say  Balaam  was 
covetous,  and  this  peems  to  be  the  lan- 
guage of  St.  Peter.  This  permissioa 
on  the  part  of  the  Divine  Being  was 
enough.  Actuated  bycovctousness,  he 
did  not  wait  for  the  call.     ""     '"' 
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rose  up  in  the  morning,  and  saddled  his 
asp,  and  wentwith  the  princes  of  Moab. " 
Here  was  his  sin,  and  God  was  angry 
with  him,  and  his  angel  withstood  him. 
He  confessed  his  ran  at  once  and  prof- 
fered to  give  up  the  enterprise  ana  re- 
turn, hut  the  angel  hade  him  go  on  with 
the  men,  and  take  care  only  to 
the  word  of  the  Lord  to  Balak. 
Balaam  stood  before  the  king  of  Moab 
lie  exhibited  the  same  firmness  and 
honesty  that  marked  him  when  talking 
with  the  servants.  He  stands  in  the 
presence  of  Balak  probably  for  the  first 
time  in  his  life,  and  the  interrogatory 
was  presented  to  him  :  "  Did  I  not ' — ' 
unto  thco  to  call  thee?  Where 
oomest  thou  not  unto  me?  Am  I  not 
able  indeed  to  promote  thee  to  honor?" 
Balaam  was  undaunted  by  such  fines' 
tions  coming  even  from  the  king,  Num. 
xxii:  38.  Lo  I  am  cjme  unto  ihcc; 
have  I  now  any  power  at  all  to  say  any- 
thing ;  the  word  that  God  puttcth  ir 
my  mouth,  that  shall  I  speak."  That 
was  a  noble  resolution,  and  how  well 
did  Balaam  keep  it.  Behold  him  as 
he  Ktands  upon  the  high  places  of  Baal, 
with  Balak  at  his  side,  and  views  the 
mighty  host  of  Israel.  Balal;  r.=  listen- 
ing for  a  curse  from  him  as  his  eyes  run 
over  the  vast  company,  but  no  corse  if 
pronounced  because  God  haa  not  cursed. 

Balaam  orders  seven  altars  erected, 
and  sacrifices,  consisting  of  seven  oxen 
and  seven  rams,  prepared.    These  were 
the   animals   flint  the  Mosaic  lav/ 
quired  to  be  offered  in  sacrifice,  and 
number  of  them— seven — showed  that 
Balaam  intended  to  offer  a  grand  sacri- 
fice.    A  bullock  and  a  ram  were  offered 
on  each  altar.     Balaam  having  made 
the  offering,  left  the  excited  king  stand- 
ing by  the  burnt  offering,  while  he  re- 
tired  to  some   point  a  short   distance 
from  the  altar  to  hear  what  the  Lord 
would  say;   but  he  gave  Balak  to  un- 
derstand that  whatever  the  Lord  showed 
him  he  would  toll  him.     That  was 
keeping  with  what  ho  had  staled  1 
fore:    "I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word 
of  the  Loi'd.  " 

God  met  Balaam   upon   the   h;  „ 
place  to  which  he  had  retired,  and  put 
words  in  his  mouth.    As  soon  as  the 
revelation  was  received,  he  went  back 
to  the  king  and  his  princes,  wbo 
standing  all  c:;eiiiid  to  hear  his  me 
by  the  burnt  sacrifice.     Num.  xxii 
10 :    "  And  be  took  up  his  parable  and 


said,  Balak,  the  king  of  Moab,  hath 
brought  me  from  Aram  out  of  the 
mountains  of  the  East,  saying,  Come 
curse  me  Jacob,  and  como  defy  Israel. 
How  shall  I  curse,  whom  God  hath  not 
cursed?  or  bow  shall  I  defy,  whom  God 
hath  not  defied  ?  For  from  the  top  of 
the  rocks  J.  sec  him,  and  from  the  hills 
I  behold  him.  Lo  !  the  people  shall 
dwell  alone,  and  shall  not  be  reckoned 
among  the  nations.  Who  can  count 
the  dust  of  Jacob,  and  the  number  of 
the  fourth  part  of  Israel?  Let  mo  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
last  end  ho  like  his." 

Balak  being  much  dissatisfied  with 
this  parable,  and  the  sentiment  so  po- 
etical and  sublime, — declaring  (be  fu- 
ture prosperity  and  greatness  of  the 
nation  of  Israel — complained  to  Balaam 
that  he  had  not  cursed  them  as  lie  de- 
sired him  to,  but  on  the  contrary  had 
blessed  them  altogether.  No  wonder 
Balak  so  understood  this  language,  for 
it  in  a  beautiful  and  glowing  description 
of  the  fact  that  God  had  determined  to 
bless  and  defend  Israel,  and  therefore 
all  efforts  to  injure  or  destroy  them 
would  be  in  vain.  It  declares  that  they 
should  be  preserved  ii.s;i.  distinct  n:ii. ion. 
which  haa  been  literally  fulfilled  through 
a  Ions  seiie;i  of  ages. 

tint  Jjti.I;;i.iin  answered  the  complain- 
ings of  Balak  with  the  samo  honesty 
that  had  marked  him  before :  "  Must  I 
not  take  heed  to  speak  that  wliich  the 
Lord  bath  put  into  my  month  ? ' '  Ba- 
lak then  took  Balaam  to  another  point 
where  bo  could  see  but  a  part  of  the 
vast  company  of  Israel,  thinking,  prob- 
ably, that  the  sight  of  such  an  immense 
camp  had  intimidated  him  ;  and  if  he 
saw  but  the  "utmost  part  of  them"  he 
could  curse  them — or  the  part  of  them 
that  he  saw ;  and  then  he  may  have 
thought,  if  he  could  succeed  in  securing 
a  curse  for  one  part,  or  portion  of  the 
company,  lie  might  afterward  succeed 
in  getting  him  to  curse  another  part, 
andfinally  the  whole  host,  of  Israel  i-o 
Balak  brought  him  to  the  field  of  Zo- 
phim,  to  the  top  of  Pisgah,  and  built 
him,  as  at  the  former  place,  "  seven  al- 
tars, and  offered  a  bullock  and  a  ram  on 
every  altar."  The  offerings  being  thus 
made,  as  in  the  former  case,  Balak 
awaited  the  result,  Balaam  retired 
from  him  a  short  distance  to  receive 
the  word  of  the  Lord.  The  Lord  met 
him  and  put  in  his  mouth  another  par- 
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ablo.  As  soon  as  he  received  the  mes- 
sage lie  returned  to  the  altara  where 
Baiak  and  his  princes  were  waiting. 
The  excited  king,  turning  to  the  pro- 
phet, said,  "  What  hath  the  Lord  spo- 
ken?" 

There  seems  to  be  an  acknowledg- 
ment here  on  the  part  of  Balafc  that 
Balaam  was  under  the  influence  of  Je- 
hovah, and  further  that  he  could  not  he 
induced  to  say  anything  that  God  had 
not  commanded  him.  But  I  suppose 
lie  hoped  there  would  ho  a  change  in 
the  mind  of  the  God  of  whom  the 
prophet  sought  counsel,  and  that  he 
would  yet  curse  the  people  he  had  de- 
termined to  bless.  Balaam  answers  the 
question  put  to  him  in  the  following 

E arable:  "Rise  up  Balak  and  hear; 
earken  unto  ine,  thou  son  of  Zippor; 
God  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie, 
neither  the  son  of  man,  that  he  should 
repent;  hath  he  said  and  shall  ho  not 
do  it?  or  hath  he  spoken  and  shall  he 
not  make  it  good.  Behold  I  have  re- 
ceived commandment  to  bless,  and  he 
bath  blessed  and  I  cannot  reverse  it. 
He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob, 
neither  hath  ha  seen  pervereenesa  in 
Israel;  the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him 
and  the  shout  of  a  king  is  among 
them,  &c" 

Brdak  listened  to  (his  parable  with 
nmc] id isati section.  He  saw  that  his 
end  was  not  accomplished,  that  Israel 
was  not  cursed  and  addressing  himself 
to  Balaam,  ho  said:  "Neither  curse 
them  at  all,  nor  bless  them  at  all." 
But,  said  Balaam,  did  I  not  tell  thee, 
"All  that  the  Lord  apeaketh  that  1  must 
do."  Balak  then  took  Balaam  to  the 
top  of  Poor,  and  at  his  command  built 
him  seven  altars  and  prepared  him 
seven  bullocks,  and  seven  rams,  and 
offered  them  in  sacrifice.  And  again 
Balaam  received  a  revelation  from  God, 
for  it  is  said,  "  the  spirit,  of  God 
upon  him,"  and  under  the  influen 
that  spirit,  he  spoke  another  parable, 
full  of  beautiful  imagery  couched  in  po- 
etry. "How  goodly  arc  thy  tents,  0, 
Jacob,  and  thy  tabernacles,  0,  Israel! 
As  the  valleys,  are  they  spread  forth, 
as  gardens  by  the  river  side;  as  the 
trees  of  lign-aloes,  which  the  Lord  hath 
planted,  and  as  cedar  trees  beside  the 
waters,"  &c.  The  parable  closi 
with,  '  'Blessed  is  he  that  blcsseth  thee 
and  cursed  is  he  that  curseth  thee." 
This  seemed  to  be  more  than  Balak 


could  endure,  he  could  hardly  contain 
himself  while  the  prophet  was  announc- 
ing it.  In  a  fit  of  passion  he  smote 
his  hand  together  and  with  earnestness 
addressing  himself  to  him,  ho  said: 
"J.  erd'ed  (lice  to  enrse  mino  enemies 
and  behold  thou  hast  altogether  blessed 
them  these  (hrce  times."  He  ordered 
Balaam  back  to  lis  home  without  tlm 
morhehad  intended  to  bestow  upon 

The  prophet  referred  him  to  the  dec- 
larations he  made  when  first  applied 
to,  vis:  "If  Balak  would  give  mo  his 
house  full  of  silver  and  gold,  I  cannot 


ho  was  ready  to  return  alter  he  had  de- 
livered him  one  more  message.  He  de- 
livered that  as  recorded  in  Numbers, 

riv:  15-25. 

The  message  is  a  succession  of  par- 
ables in  which  are  supposed  to  be  pro- 
phecies of  the  Messiah  (who  is  ealled 
"  a  star  out  of  Jacob"  and  a  "scepter 
out  of  Israel , " )  prophecies  of  the  great- 
ness of  Israel,  their  conquest  of  mighty 
nations,  &e. 

After  the  message  was  ended  the 
King  of  Moab  and  Balaam  the  prophet 
parted,  the  ibrmer  sought  ease  for  his 
troubled  soul  amid  the  pleasures  of  his 
palace,  while  the  other  in  possession  of 
a  eoiisf'ioustiei-.j  of  having  dealt  faith- 
fully with  him  who  sought  and  obtained 

But  it  may  be  supposed  ilia!,  Balaam 
after  he  had  returned  to  his  home, 
thought  of  the  honors  and  wealth  that 
had  been  proffered  him  and  as  in  the 
first  placo  in  transgression  he  coveted, 
and  under  the  influence  of  those  covet- 
ous feelings,  he  plotted  against  Israel, 
he  caused  the  Moabites  and  Midianitea 
to  send  their  daughters  into  the  camp 
of  the  Israelites  and  induce  them  to 
form  matrimonial  alliances  with  them, 
and  so  draw  them  away  from  God  and 
his  protection,  by  forfeiting  his  favor  in 
idolatry  and  sins  such  as 
gthem.  Nui 
so  caused  the 
rcn  of  Israel,  through  the  counsel  of 
Balaam  to  commit  trespass  against  the 
Lord  in  tho  matter  of  Peor."  The 
prophet  says  refer  vis. v;  to  (his  counsel,  it 
was  given  to  Balak  the  King  of  Moab 
by  Balaam  the  son  of  Beor.  Micah  vi : 
5.  Peter  refers  to  the  same  counsel. 
;2d  Epistle,  ii:   lfi,  as  does  also   the 
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apostle  Judo  11,  "ran  greedily  after 
the  error  of  Balaam  for  reward."  The 
same  tiling  is  referred  ta  and  expressed 
by  theRevelator  ii:  34,  "  because  lliou 
hast  there  them  that  hold  the  doctrine 
of  Balaam  who  taught  Balak  to  east  a 
stumbling  hlock  before  the  children  of 
Israel."  Balaam  afterwards  became 
folly  joined  with  these  enemies  cf  Israel, 
and  in  a  battle  that  wag  ib-ught  between 
them  and  Israel  they  were  conquered — 
five  of  their  pri&ces  were  tilled  in 
battle,  and  a.  great  number  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  among  (hem  was  Balaam. 

BALADAN— pEal-a'dan,]  one  mthoui 

rute  or  ju(.''j:i!rud:  tun  it: id  in  judg- 
ment. 

Balaham  the  king  of  Babylon.  We 
have  an  account  of  him  in  tho  Isaiah 
ssxis.  He  is  called  Mcrcdach  Baladan 
the  son  of  one  of  (ho  samo  name. 

Hcsekiah  (ho  king  had  been  Kick,  and 
had  recovered  of  his  sickness,  and  by 
the  decree  of  the- Aiini;;;hSy  f.il.iecn  years 
had  been  added  to  his  life.  Baladan 
sent  messengers  to  liim  to  congratulate 
him  upon  his  recovery,  at  least  he 
■:;o  Tqii-r-eii' 

The  tree    object    probably    was 
secure   with   hia  presents  and  expres- 
sions of  friendship  Hezokiah  as  an  ally 
and  friend.    He  hoped  to  be  able  to 
secure  tins  kins'  an  a,  Lebsei'  nsainM.  n 
"'),    Bezel 


.__  X  he  ne 
treated   Baladan' 

great  kindness,  received  (hem  gladly 
and  made  them  a  feast,  during  the  feast 
he  took  them  into  Lis  palace  and 
showed  them  all  (he  treasures  of  Israel. 
Ho  showed  them  his  armory,  the  silver 
and  gold,  the  spices  and  precious  oint- 
ment, and  all  his  wealth  and  it  is  said 
by  Josephus  the  Jewish  historian  that 
Hozekiah  sent  presents  to  Baladan  by 
the  ambassadors  when  they  returned. 

Isaiah  the  prophet  approached  the 
kiii!j  and  asked  bir.i   who   these 

were    and   from    whence   they  c 

Hezckiah  informed  the  prophet,  and 
also  howhc  had  treated  them.  Then  (he 
proiihctravebiraa  prediction  regarding 
tho  Baliyloneai'tkity.  which  urediciion 
was  fulfilled.  Tho  succ  ess  or  of  Baladan 
brought  Israel  into  captivity. 

BALAK— [Balak,]  who  Jags  waste, 

who  laps. 
BALAK,  the   son    of   Zippor,    and 
king  of  Moab,  is  presented    to  our 


history  of  Balaam.  He 
and  his  nation  were  in  friendship  and 
league  with  the  Midianites.  He  saw 
the  growing  greatness  of  Israel  and 
was  alarmed  for  fear  bo  and  hia  king- 
dom would  be  destroyed  by  them.  He 
did  not  know  that  tho  Israelites  were 
not  to  meddle  with  the  Bfoabites  or 
Ammonites,  or  any  other  people  than 
those  belonging  io  tho  land  of  Canaan, 
which  as  a  land  bad  been  promiced  to 
Israel  as  their  future  possessions. 
Sihon,  king  of  the  Ammonites,  and 
Og,  king  of  Bashan,  were  to  bo  con- 
quered, but  the  Bloabites  had  no  rea- 
son to  fear,  and  other  countries  than 
those  named,  and  that  God  had  prom- 
ised, were  not  to  bo  molested. 
She  Hebrews  were  not  to  meddle  with 
other  countries  but  to  be  satisfied  with 
1  \      <     d   had  promised 

.  Indeed  they  wove  -Jbrimklesi  to 
ny  further.  But  Balak  in  his 
fright  looked  upon  Israel  as  his  ene- 
mies, and  without  any  evidence  on  the 
part  of  Israel  of  feeling  or  intention 
against  Moab— he  began  to  move— not 
for  a  battle,  for  he  had  no  desire  to 
light  with  a  people  who  had  obtained 
sueh  wonderful  success  in  the  recent 
battle  with  Aiad,  king  of  the  Canaan- 
ites — and  over  Sihon  and  Og,  kings  of 
the  Ammorites  and  ol'  tho  conn  try  of 
Bashan.  But  lie  consulted  with  the 
elders  of  Midiam  as  to  what  should 
ho  done.     Num.  xxii :   3,  4.     "  And 


they  were  many,  and  Bio  ah 

..reused  beeauic  ci'iiio  children 

of  Israel.  And  Moab  said  unto  the 
elders  of  Midian :  "  Now  sliall  this 
company  lick  up  all  that  are  around 
about  us  as  i  lie  ox  lieketh  up  the  grass 
of  the  field."  Balaam  who  lived  by 
the  Euphrates  was  known  as  a  prophet 
and  Balak  sent  for  him  to  curse  Is- 
rael ;  but  he  received  from  the  prophet 
the  reply  that  ho  could  not  come — for 
God  was  not  willing  that  the  peo- 
ple should  be  cursed.  A  second  time 
Balak  sent  for  him,  urging  him  to 
come,  giving  him  the  promise  of 
wealth  and  honor,  such  as  a  king  only 
could  give,  if  ho  would  come  and 
meet  his  wishes.  Balaam  finally  ob- 
tained permission  of  God  to  go  pro- 
vided, the  messengers  called  for  him — 
and  after  the  thrilling  circumstance 
of  the  angel  of  the  Lord  withstand- 
ing him  in  the  narrow  pass — the  dumb 
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animal  speaking,  reproving  the  "mad- 
ness of  the  prophet;"  and  his  eyes 
being- opened  to  see  the  threatening 
messenger  standing  before  him  witli  a 
drawn  sword  in  Ills  hand— and  his 
confession  of  his  Bin— he  is  permitted 
to  stand  in  the  presence  of  Balak, 
Balak  tried  in  vain  to  secure  a  curse 
on  Israel.  The  Lord  had  blessed  them 
and  they  could  not  be  cursed.  He 
was  very  much  dissatisfied  and  sent 
Balaam  away  without  any  honor.  He 
may  have  been  instructed  afterwards 
by  Balaam,  and  followed  the  instruc- 
tion by  ensnaring  Israel,  as  they  were 
ensnared  by  the  women  of  other  idol- 
atrous countries.  (See  Baalam.) 
Num.  xxii. 

RANT— [Ba'ni.] 

Bani  tkoGadite,  was  one  of  David's 
mighty  men.    2d  Sam.  xxiii :  36. 

BARABBAS— [Bar-ab1>as,]  sou  of 
the,  father,  or  of  confusion. 
BaeaccA!.-:  was  a  notorious  robber. 

Eiilty  of  sedition  and  murder.  He 
ad  been  imprisoned  for  his  felony. 
When  Christ  was  taken  by  his  ene- 
mies and  passed  through  the  mock 
trial,  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor, 
seemed  willing,  nay  more  -anxious  to 
release  Jesus.  Luke  xsiii:  17.  "For 
of  necessity,  he  must  release  one  unto 
them  at  the  feast."  But  they  refused 
to  have  Jesus  released,  and  demanded 
the  release  of  Barabbas.  Thus  we 
see  the  Jewish  rulers  demanding  the 
release  of  a  notorious  villain.  This 
man  was  uot  only  charged  with,  but 
actually  ;;mli.y  of  (lie  very  crimes  that 
were  falsely  charged  against  Jesus,  viz: 
insurrection.  Barabbas,  in  company 
with  some  accomplices,  had  been  in  an 
insurrection,  and  had  committed  mur- 
der. He  had  actually  violated  law, 
the  penally  of  which  was  death.  Bar- 
abbas deserved  to  die,  and  yet  they 
begged  for  his  life,  while  they  de- 
manded the  death  of  the  Son  of  God. 
And  not  only  did  the  wicked  Jews 
demand  the  death  of  Christ,  but  they 
would  have  him  die  in  the  most  igno- 
minious manner.  The  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  was  sentenced  to  death,  "  and 
a  murderer  was  preferred  before  him." 
Peter  says,  in  his  Pentecost  sermon, 
Acts  iii :  14,  "But  ye  denied  the  Holy 
one  and  the  just,  aud  desired  a  mur- 
derer to  be  granted  unto  you."    With 


elamor  you  demanded  one  of  the  most 
infamous  men  and  murderers  released ; 
and  while  you  asked  for  the  release 
of  the  vile  wretch  Barabbas,  you  inso- 
lently and  wickedly  killed  the  Prince 
of  Life.  This  seems  to  be  the  import 
of  Hie  Liimuyive  of  the  holy  prencliev. 
It  is  said  of  Pilate,  Luke  xxlii :  24, 
"He  gave  sentence  that  it  should  be 
as  they  required.  And  lie  released 
unto  them,  him  that  for  sedition  and 
murder,  was  cast  into  prison."  They 
took  off  the  irons,  and  led  Barabbas, 
the  hardened  criminal,  out  of  the 
prison  a  free  man,  to  add  other  crimes 
to  the  list  that  had  already  blackened 
his  character,  and  hardened  bis  wicked 

BABACHIAS— rBar-a-ki'as,]  who 
bk'a-':es  God. 
BABACHIAS  was  the  father  of  Zach- 
arias,  who  is  brought  to  our  view  in 
Matt,  xxiii :  35,  as  having  been  slain 
between  the  temple  and  the  altar  as  a 


There  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  con- 
cerning the  person  of  Zaeharias,  the 
:-oit  of  Biifiichias,  and  also  concerning 
Barachias  himself.  It  is  generally 
supposed  that  Jeholadahadtwonanies, 
one  of  which  was  Barachias,  and  that 
the  2ric!iarias  spoken  of  above,  was 
his  son  who  was  put  to  death  by  the 
orders  of  Joasli  between  the  temple 
and  the  altar,  the  account  of  whose 
death  and  last  words  we  have  in  2d 
Ckron.  xxiv:  23.  "Thus  Joash.  the 
Icing,  remembered  not  the  kindness 
which  Jchoiada  his  father  had  done  to 
him,  but  slew  his  son,  and  when  ho 
died  he  said;  The  Lord  look  upon  it 
and  require  it." 

BARAK— rBa'rak,]  thmder,  mvain. 

Barak,  the  son  ot  Ahinoam,  was  se- 
lected by  the  God  of  Israel,  in  company 
with  Deborah,  to  deliver  them  from 
the  power  of  Jabin,  a  mighty  king  of 
the  Canaanites.  Barak  received  the 
message  from  God  through  this  woman, 
who  was  a  prophetess  as  well  as  judae 
of  Israel,  lie  refused  to  obey  the  Di- 
vine commands  unless  she  would  go 
with  him.  Judges,  iv:  8:  "If  thou 
wilt  go  with  me,  then  I  will  go  ;  but  if 
thou  wilt  not  go  with  me,  then  I  will 
not  go."  She  agreed  to  go,  and  Barak 
assembled  ten  thousand  men  prepared 
and  equipped  for  war,  and  went  to  Mt, 
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Tabor  to  show  himself  to  the  enemy, 
and  let  him  know  that  he  would  con- 
tend for  llic  right  in  deliverance  of  Is- 
rael. Sisera,  the  general  of  the  army 
of  Jsibiii,  saw  hiiii,  anil  immediately  be- 
gan making  preparations  for  a  battle. 
He  gathered  together  his  nine  hundred 
iron  chariots  and  men  of  war,  and 
marched  to  a  place  near  the  river 
Kishon  and  set  himself  in  battle-array. 
Barak  saw  him,  heard  his  challenge, 
and  at  once  made  ready  for  the  engage- 
ment. .Bo  was  inspirited  for  the  battle 
by  the  declaration  of  the  prophetess, 
As  she  looked  with  him  from  the 
heights  of  Tabor  upon  the  enemy,  her 
declaration  was,  "  For  this  is  the  day  in 
which,  the  Lord  liatli  delivered  Sisera 
into  thy  hand.  Is  not  the  Lord  gone 
out  beibre  thee?"  Barak  went  down 
from  the  mountain,  and  with  his  army 
of  ten  thousand  ho  noon  put  Sisera  and 
the  host  of  Jabin  to  flight  There 
never  was  a  victory  more  complete  than 
was  this  for  Barak  ;  for  every  man  of 
the  army  of  Jabin  fell  upon  the  edge 
of  a  sword.     And  though  Sisera,  the 

Seneral,  to  save  hi  ivi.'-e!  i',  eli.dited  from 
is  chariot  and  fled  for  his  life  on  foot, 
and  took  refuge  in  tlio  tent  of  Jael,  the 
wile  of  Hcber,  the  Kenito,  yet  he,  too, 
fell  in  death ;  for  when  wearied  and 
exhausted,  he  laid  him  down  to  sleep, 
Jael  drove  a  nail  through  his  temples 
and  fastened  it  into  (be  ground ;  so  ho 
died.  She  then  hailed  the  pursuing 
conqueror,  Barak,  took  him  into  her 
tent,  and  showed  him  tho  man  bo  was 
seeking,  as  he  lay  in  the  sleep  of 
death. 

It  is  supposed  that  Barak  was  associ- 
ated with  Deborah  in  the  composition 
of  (lie  beautiful  hymn  of  thanksgiving 
called  tho  Song  of  Deborah,  and  that 
their  voices  were  united  m  Quiring  it. 

The  land  had  peace  for  forty  years 
ni'ier  the  conquest  of  Barak. 

BARIAI-I— [Ba-ii'ab.j 

Babiah  was  one  of  the  sons  of  She- 
inalnh,  a  descendant  of  the  royal  line 

of  Judidi,     1st.  Chron.  iii:  22. 

BAR  JESUS— [Bar-je'-sus,]  son  of 
Jesus. 

ISarjiwi;.?  is  supposed  to  hare  been 
a  Jewish  magieinii  who  lived  in  the 
Island  of  Grete.  He  is;  also  culled,  by 
the  author  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostle, 
Elymus,  the  sorcerer.    He  was  one 


who  falsely  pretended  to  foretell 
future  events.  His  name  is  given  him 
probably  because  he  was  the  eon  of 
one  whose  name  was  Jesus  or  Joshua, 
Paul  and  Barnabas  found  this  man 
with  the  deputy  of  the  country,  Ser- 
gms  Paulus,  who  had  called  for  them 
to  hear  from  them  the  word  of  God. 
From  the  character  of  tnia  deputy,  as 

f'ven,  and  the  efforts  of  the  notorious 
arjesus  to  turn  him  from  the  faith, 
we  may  judge  that  he  was  almost,  if 
not  quite,  a  convert  Acts,  xiii:  7, 
describes  him  as  "a  prudent  man, 
and  one  who  "  desired  to  hear  the 
word  of  God."  But  the  false  prophet 
withstood  tho  apostles.  Ho  knew  that 
if  the  doctrines  which  these  apostles 
taught  were  received  by  the  deputy 
he  would  lose  caste,  character,  and 
position.  His  craft  was  in  danger, 
and  he  set  himself  to  work  to  prevent 
for  himself  such  a  calamity.  He  tried 
to  hinder  the  effect  of  their  preaching. 
To  prevent  Sergina  Paulus  from  em- 
bracing their  doctrines,  ho  presented 
crafty  and  false  insinuations ;  but,  as 
we  sliall  see,  he  did  not  succeed. 

Paul  sceing_  the  drift  of  the  efforts 
of  Barjesus,  in  strong,  nervous,  with- 
ering hm  gnu  go,  rebuked  him.  Paul 
was  under  the  influence  and  direction 
of  tho  inspiring  spirit,  and  said  to 
Elymus :  "  0,  full  of  all  subtlety,  and 
all  mischief,  rfiou  child  of  the  devil, 
thou  enemy  of  all  righteousness,  wilt 
thou  not  cease  to  pervert  the  right 
ways  of  the  Lord?"  And  then  the 
apostle  proceeded  to  declare  the  dis- 
pleasure of  tho  Almighty  against  him: 
"And  now,  behold,  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be 
blind,  not  seeing  the  sun  for  a  season." 

What  a  terrible  calamity  to  come 
upon  a  man  in  the  act  of  fighting 
against  God— so  blind  that  ho  should 
not  see  the  sun  even  at  noonday !  No 
sooner  had  the  apostle  made  thfi  de- 
claration than  the  fulfillment  took 
plaoc.  "  There  fell  on  him  a  mist  and 
a  darkness,  and  be  went  about  seeking 
some  one  to  lead  him  by  the  hand.  ' 
When  Sergius  Paulus  saw  this  mir- 
acle bo  doubted  no  longer,  but  cred- 
ited the  apostles  and  believed  their 
doctrine. 

Many  suppose  that  Barjesus  was 
converted  likewise,  and  that  his  blind- 
ness continued  no  longer,  if,  indeed, 
an  long  as  the  blindness   of  Saul   of 
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Tarsus '.and  it  is  thought  that  the 
apostle  Paul  performed  the  same  office 
for  the  converted  aoreerer  that  Ana- 
nias did  for  him,  when  a  weeping, 
praying  penitent  in  Damascus,  via : 
restored  him  to  sight. 


BABJONAH— [Bar 

_  Jona,  or  of  a  dot 


dl,]    M«    Of 


Babjonaii 
nate  Peter.  It  was  used  by  Christ 
when  Peter  answered  the  important 
question  presented,  "But  who  sayj/e 
that  I  am'!"'  His  answer  was,  "thou 
art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living 
God."  Then  said  the  Savior,  Matt, 
xvi :  17,  "  Blessed  art  thou  Simon 
Bar -jona,  for  flesh  and  Mood  hath  not 
revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  father 
which  is  in  heaven."  The  name 
simply  imports  that  he  was  the  son 
of  Jona  or  Jonas. 

After  Andrew,  the  brother  of  Peter 
was  converted,  he  went  in  search  of 
him,  and  finding  him,  lie  took  him  to 
Jesus.  As  soon  as  Jesus  saw  him,  he 
Maid;  "Thou  art  Simon,  the  son  of 
Jona."  John  i:  42.  And  after  the 
Savior's  resurrection,  when  he  would 
remind  Peter  of  his  fall,  in  denying 
him  three  times  when  bo  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  and  about  to  be 
put  to  death,  he  called  him  by  this 
name.  John  xxi.  Three  times  the 
Savior  said  to  him,  "Simon,  sou  of 
donas,  lo vest  thou  mo?" 

BARNABAS— [Bar'nabas,]  ike  son  of 
(he  prophet,  or  of  amsolati-an. 
Baiinauab  was  one  of  the  diseiples 
of  our  lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  com- 
panion of  the  apostlo  Paul  for  a  long 
while  in  his  labors.  He  was  in  Cyprus 
whither  his  parent:;  had  retiree!  to  shun 
the  ravages  of  the  Syrians  or  Romans, 
or  other  enemies  of  the  Jews  in  Judea. 
His  name  before  his  conversion  to 
Christianity  was  Joses,  but  after  his 
conversion  he  was  called  Barnabas  the 
son  of  prophecy  or  of  consolation.  Ho 
was  a  gifted  and  affectionate  preacher, 
and  did  much  toward;;  com  for  tin;;  the 
early  1  idievers  Lo  whom  he  ministered 
the  word  of  life.  We  have  the  follow- 
ing account  of  him.  in  Acts  iy:  36,  37. 
"And  Joses  who  by  the  apostles  was 
samamed  Barnabas  (which  is  being  in- 
terpreted the  son  of  consolation)  a 
Levite  and  of  tbo  country  of  Cyprus, 
having  land,  sold  it  and  brought  the 


money  and  laid  it  at  tlie  apostles  feet.' ' 
He  appears  then  in  this  mi  rod  tic  I.I  on  to 
our  notice  as  one  of  the  primitive  con- 
verts who  SO  generous  iy  oonlrjbuied  of 
their  substance  for  the  relief  and  living 
of  poor  believers.  He  exchanged  his 
land  for  money,  which  he  placed  in 
(.ho  treasury  of  the  infant  church. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  one 
who  made  so  noble  a  start  should  attain 
a  good  degree  of  excellence,  and  pro- 
perly merit  the  titlo  of  "son  of  con- 
solation." 

Barnabas  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the 
seventy  disciples  chosen  by  Christ.  He 
was  acquainted  with  Saul  the  student 
of  Gamaliel,  and  probably  was  a  fellow 
student  with  him  under  that  illustrious- 
teacher. 

Three  years  after  !  '-.mVt\  eon  version  be 
went  to  Jerusalem  and  Barnabas  Intro- 
duced him  to  the  other  apostles.  They 
were  afraid  of  him,  lor  (hey  had  known 
Mm  as  a  persecutor  and  did  not  believe 
him  a  disciple.  I* ut  Barnabas  extended 
to  him  a  brother's liaui!,  and  abrother's 
welcome.  Acts,  is:  27.  "But  Barna- 
bas took  him  and  brought  him  to  the 
apostles-  and  declared  unto  them  how 
ho  had  seen  the  Lord  in  the  way,  and 
that  ho  had  spoken  to  him,  and  how  he 
had  preached  boldly  at  Damascus  in  the- 
namc  of  Jesus."  On  this  introduction 
and  testimony  of  Barnabas,  regarding 


y  admitted  him  to  their  ooui- 


The  church  at  Jerusalem  sent  Bar- 
nabas to  Antioch,  having  heard  of  the 
progress  of  the  gospel  there.  Acts  xi : 
22.  "Then  tidings  of  these  things 
came  unto  the  ears  of  the  church  which 
was  in  Jerusalem  and  they  sent  forth 
Barnabas  that  ho  should  go  as  far  as 
Antioch."  Ho  went  joyfully  and  ob- 
served the  work  of  God  among  them, 
mingled  with  them  in  their  devotions, 
ministered  the  word  of  life  to  them, 
and  exhorted  thorn  most  earnestly  to 
l!  cleave  unto  the  Lord." 

The  testimony  is  given  in  connection 
with  the  account  of  his  labors  at  Anti- 
och by  the  spirit  of  inspiration  that 
"he  was  a  good  man,  and  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  of  faith,  and  much 
people  were  added  unto  the  Lord." 
What  a  concise,  clear  and  satisfactory 
description  of  tbo  church  and  success 
of  this  eminent  disciple  of  Christ  at 
Antioch  !  Sometime  afterwards  bo: 
went  to  Tarsus inseareh of  Paul,  found- 
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two  years.  They  went  together  fo 
Jerusalem  bearing  alms  for  the  poor  of 

that  chinch,  i'-'ora  their  church  at  Anti- 
ooli.  When  they  returned  to  Antioch 
■they  took  with  tliera  John  Mark,  ,1. 
cousin  of  Barnabas.  After  they  had 
been  at  home  with  their  church  a 
short  time,  they  were  wet  apart  by 
tho  church  under  the  direction  of  tho 
Holy    Ghost    to    labor     among    the 


In  the  latter  place,  Paul 
cured  a  man  who  had  been  lame  from 
his  birth— Eneas.     Acta,  xiv :  9,  10. 

The  people  of  Lystra  wore  greatly  as- 
tonished at  tho  miracle,  and  began  at 
once  to  regard  them  as  gods.  It  is  said 
they  called  Paul  Jupiter,  and  Barnabas 
Mercury.  The  people  were  so  earned 
away  with  them  that  tbey  would  have 
sacrificed  to  them  had  they  not  hindered 
■them ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
it  was  but  a  short  time  afterwards  they 
were  severely  persecuted  in  this  very 
city,  ljut  they  returned  together  again 
to  Antioch.  Soon  there  was  a  call  for 
them  to  go  to  Jerusalem  because  of  dis- 
putes that  had  arisen  tlicre.  The 
Church  at  Antioch  sent  them  as  _._. 
delegates.  They  wore  present  in  the 
council,  and  probably  did  not  fully  agr 
concerning  a  question  that  agitated  that 
council ;  tor  not  long  after  Peter  went 
to  Antioch  and  s.horc  countenanced  (he 
observance  of  the  Mosaic  distinction. 
Barnabas  was  in  judgment  with  Peter, 
but  Pan!  was  opposed  to  them,  and  re- 
proved then  with  <:;.>ui-ider:.].b]e  sh 
ncs'i  and  freedom. 

Paul  and  BaruaWi  :'*naratod  shortly 
after  this,  and  traveled  to  and  labored 
at  different  points.     A  difficulty  upru  Ho- 


iking John  and  Mar!;.  Barnabas  .... 
m  favor— Paul  was  opnoscd-  Paul 
went  -towards  Asia, 
wards  Cyprus, 

This  is  all  that  is  certainly  known  of 
this  good  man.  lie  probably  labored 
on  until  death  came.  With  his  going 
to  Cyprus  and  taking  Mark  along 


closes. 


tho    . 


BAK8ABAS,  1— [Bar^a-bas,]  son  of 

-return,  of  rest,  of  wxa/ring. 

Barsabab  was  surnamed  Justus. 
and  is  brought  to  our  view  in  Acts  i: 
23.  When  the  apostles  would  have 
the  place  of  the  traitor-  Judas  filled, 
they  made  a  selection  of  Barsabas  and 
Matthias,  (they  were  both  of  tliem  of 
the  seventy,)  and  then  cast  lots  to  seo 
which  of  the  two  should  be  numbered 
with  tho  apostles.  It  had  been  the 
custom  from  time  immemorial  when  a 
doubtful  matter  was  to  be  settled,  and 
the  counsel  of  those  concerned  was 
insufficient  to  cottieit,  to  ask  direction 
of  God.  The  apostles  did  so  in  this 
case.  They  prayed.;  "Thou  Lord 
which  knowestthe  hearts  of  all  men, 
show  whether  of  these  two  thou  hast 
chosen,  that  he  may  take  part  of  this 
ministry  and  apostleship  From  which 
Judas  by  transgression  fell,  that  he 
might  goto  his  own  place."  After 
this  prayer  for  divine  direction  they 
east  lots,  and  tho  lot  fell  upon  Matth- 
ias, and  ho  was  numbered  with  the 
.apostles.  Wo  arc  not  to  consider  that 
because  Barsabas  was  not  chosen 
he  war.  not  a,  good  man  and  a  faithful 
preacher.  They  had  both  developed 
the  christian  character  and  were  in 
honor  in  the  church,  but  only  one  of 
them  could  be  chosen. 

This  account  of  Barsabas  is  all  we 
have.  We  know  nothing  of  his  Hie 
after  this. 

BARSABAS,  2— Son.  of  return,  of 
n;sf;  of  swearing. 

There  is  one  of  this  name  mentioned 
in  Acts  xv :  22,  whose  surname  was 
Judas.  lie  was  sent  with  some  other 
brethren,  by  the  church  at  Jerusalem 
to  tho  church  at  Antioch.  Paul  and 
Baranbae  were  in  the,  apostolic  codi- 
cil as  delegates  from  that  church,  and 
when  they  returned  home  Barsabas 
and  Silas  attended  them,  bearing  a 
letter  from  the  apostles  signifying  to 
the  church  at  Antioch  what  the  coun- 
cil at  Jerusalem  had  decreed.  A  copy 
of  tho  letter  they  were  the  beavers  of 
is  to  be  found  in  verses  23  and  ?A,  in- 
clusive, of  the  above  chapter.  They 
delivered  the  message  to  the  church 
when  they  arrived,  and  after  laboring 
awhile  with  the  brethren,  and  enjoy- 
ing their  friendly  greetings  and  ohra- 
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taan  fellowship,  tliey  returned  to  the 
apostles  a.(,  Jerusalem. 

This  is  all  that  we  can  learn  of  Bar- 
sabae-Jndafl. 

BARTHOLOMEW—  [Bar-thol'-o- 
inewj  a  xm  that  suspends  the 
waters. 

Bahtiiolojiew  was  one  of  our 
Lord's  twelve  apostles.  In  Matt.  x. 
his  name  occurs  in  the  list  of  the 
twelve  sent  out  by  Christ.  Hois  sup- 
posed to  be  the  same  person  who  is 
called  Nathaniel  of  Cana,  in  Galilee, 
who  is  known  to  have  been  one  or 
Christ's  disciples  in  the  beginning. 
John  the  Evangelist  never  mentions 
Bartholomew,  but  doca  mention  Na- 
thaniel, and  the  other  Evangelists 
never  mention  Nathaniel.  This  indi- 
cates very  strongly  that  they  were  the 
same  person.  But  the  character  of 
Nathaniel  as  given  by  John,  or  rather 
as  given  by  Christ,  seems  to  indicate 
it.  John  i :  47.  " Behold  an  Israelite 
indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile."  How 
much  this  speak:'-,  coming  as  it  doss 
from  Christ,  for  the  purity  and  boli- 
v!i>.-:-i  ni'  (-ho  man. 

But  Nathaniel  w  mentioned  as  hav- 
ing eoiao  to  Jesus  in  company  with 
Philip,  John  i :  45,  whijc  the  other 
Evangelist  mentions  Philip  and  Bar- 
tholomew frequently.  And  there  is 
another  circumstance  indicating  very 
strongly  that  they  wore  one  and  the 
same'  portion.  After  Christ's  resur- 
rection, ho- showed  himself  to  his  dis- 
ciples at  the  sea  of  Tiberius,  and  Na- 
tbaiiicl  is  paviicularly  menuensd:  "Si- 
mon Peter,  Thomas,  Nathaniel,  of  Cana 
in  Galilee,  the  tivi>  ivoi.i.j  o"JSr"j?;oJcC:  and 
two  other  disciples."  Would  he  have 
been  thus  favored,  and  no  other  one  ei' 
all  die  disciploFi,  had  he  not  been  an 
apostle?"  Bartholomew  and  Nathan- 
iel, it  is  quite  probable,  mean  the  same 
person. 

It  is  thought  that  this  apostle  propa- 
gated the  faith  of  Christ  by  preaching 
hi3  gospel  in  Judca,  and  in  the  north- 
ern and  western  parts  of  Asia,  and  that 
ho  finally  met  a  martyr's  fa's.     His  life 
and  labors  are  not  narrated  in  the  New 
Testament,   and  hence  it  is  uncertain 
what  was  his  field  of  operation,    1 
Inna;  he  labored,  what  trial;  he  pa> 
though,  mid  when  and  under  what 
CumBtancea  he  met  his  end. 


-[Bar-ti-tge'us,]  the 
■  of  the  honor- 


BAETIMETTS- 
the  son,  of  'I 

Baetijiguw  was  (lie  son  ol'Thncus, 
id  was  a- blind  man — one  of  t\w  blind 
Cii  that  Christ  restored  to  sight  in 
iQ  days  of  bis  flesh.  We  have  the 
account  of  him  in  Mark  x :  46-52. 
The  account  is  very  interesting,  and 
the  miracle  a  slriiring  example  of  the 
mpathy  and  power  of  Christ. 
Bai'timcus  sat  by  the  highway  side 
igging,  with  a  Mind  companion,  we 
may  gather  irom  Matthew's  naraitivc, 
for  he  says  there  were  two.  Baiti- 
:.i  van  probably  the  most  noted  of 
____  two,  and  when  he  addressed  the 
kjaviov,  spoke  for  his  companion  as 
well  as  for  himself.  Ho  heard  that 
Jesua  of  Nazareth  was  passing  by,  and 
ho  began  to  cry  out:  "Jesus  thou  son 
of  David  have  mercy  on  me."  He 
seemed  to  bo  so  deeply  impressed  with 
a  Rense  of  his  own  affliction,  that  he 
cried  out  earnestly  and  vehemently. 
so  much  so  that,  the  people  rebuked 
him  and  insisted  that  he  should  hold 
hi3  peace,  hut  instead  of  staying  his 
cries  at  their  requests  and  commands 
ho  cried  the  louder.  Jesua  heard  his 
voice,  saw  the  earnestnesa  of  his  soul 
and  stopped,  and  ordered  them  to 
bring  him  Dear  to  him.  They  ad- 
dressed the  blind  Bartimeus  saying: 
1  Be  of  good  comfort,  rise  he  calleth 
thee."  In  the  joy  of  his  heart  ho  east 
aside  his  garment  and  rose  and  went 
to  Jesus.  As  soon  as  he  came  into 
the  presence  op  Christ,  he  said,  "what 
wilt  thou  that  I  should  do-unto  thee?" 
In  the  Tidiness  of  his  earnest  heart  he 
answered,  "  Lord  that.  I  might  receive 
mysight."  Jesus  perceived  his  faith 
and  gave  liim  sight  —  natural  and 
spiritual  vision  was  made  clear,  and 
1     followed  hist--"-    ■ 


BAB0CH,  I— [Ba'ruk]  who  is  Messed, 

v;ho  bends  the  knee. 
Baetjciii  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
the  son  of  Neriah  and  grandson  of 
Maaseiah.  He  was  a  brother  of  Sera- 
iab  one  of  king  Zedefciah'a  courtiers. 
This  shows  him  to  have  been  of  illus- 
trious birth.  He  was  wc'l  skilled,  Jo- 
sephua  informs  us,  in  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  and  was  left  with  Jeremiah,  the 
prophet,  in  Judea,  at  the  time  of  the 
Hahyloiiian  captivity.  He  aeieda; 
votary  to   ihe   prophet    ' 
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was  witJi  him  in  the  midst  of  his  perse- 
cutions and  ill -treatment,  and  ho  sub- 
jected himself  to  much  persecution  and 
sacrifice  by  his  ardent  attachment  to  the 
prophet.  Where  the  weeping  prophet 
weal;  Barueh  went,  and  he  entered  into 
I  he  snirit  and  feeling  that  governed 
Jeremiah.  He  shared  with  him  his 
privations  and  sorrows,  the  prison  and 
the  dungeon,  and  was  sometimes  even 
■■Inline 1. 1  with  prompting  tho_prophet  to 
some  of  his  truthful  prophecies  that  the 
people  treated  with  contempt.  Jere- 
miah, sliii;  3,  "But  Baruoh,  the  bod 
oi'Nenali,  setictli  thceonng^mstus,  foe 
to  deliver  tin  into  the  hands  of  the  Chal- 
doana  tliat  they  iu  b;!.i  tpuUiHtodcu.Lii,  nail 
carry  us  away  captives  to  Babylon. ' ' 

When  Jeremiah  was  thrown  into 
prison  'in  the  reign  of  Jehoialum,  and 
received  an  order  from  Cod  to  commit 
to  writing  the  prophecies  that  had  been 
delivered  unto  hup  up  to  that  time 
ho  sent  for  Barueh,  his  scribe,  and  he 
committed  them  to  writing.  And  after 
sometime  he  took  the  writing  of  the 

Erophecies  to  tho  temple  to  read  in  the 
earing  of  the  people  there.  Michaiah 
was  present  and  heard  thorn,  read  and 
immediately  gave  notice  to  the  king1" 
counsellors. 

The  king's  counsellors  at  onee  sent  for 
Barueh  and  ordered  him  to  repeat  what 
ho  had  read.  He  did  bo,  and  as  tho 
prophecies  contained  sumo  dark  tidings 
concerning  the  fate  of  the  kingdi 
they  aslced  him  how  he  came  in  posses- 
sion of  them.  They  informed  him  that 
they  were  in  duty  hound  to  make  t' 
king  acquainted  with  the  propheck.., 
and  they  did.  The  king  sent  for  it, 
and  had  it  read  in  his  hearing,  .at  least 
in  part,  for  before  tho  reading  was  fin- 
ished, ho  became  angry  and  threw  it 
into  the  fire.  Learning  how  it  came 
into  the  pos.se.ssi '>ii  of  hid  counsellors, 
viz;  through  Jeremiah  and  Barueh,  he 
ordered  them  both  seized  and  punished. 
But  in  this  Jehoiakim  was  prevented, 
for  that  an  d  of  pro  v  idence  shie!  dedt  hem . 
Jeremiah  dictated  tho  prophecies  a 
second  time,  and  Barueh  wrote  them 
with  some  additional  propheoics.  lie 
continued  the  faithful  disciple  of  Jere- 
miah until  that  prophet  died. 

BAEUCH  2—  Who  is  Messed,   who 

btnih  ihahnee. 

BARUOIIWas  the  sou  of  Zabba'i  V.'l'iO 

earnestly  repaired  a  portion  of  the  wall 


of  Jerusalem  under  Xchemiah.  Bo- 
hemian., iii :  20. 

Tho  same  person  is  referred  to  in  Ne- 
heroiah,  x;  0,  among  thoso  who  sealed 
the  covenant,  and  probably  he  is  the 
same  one  who  is  referred  to  in  Nche- 
miah  si:  5,  as  the  father  of  Maaseiah. 

BARSILLAI,  1—  [Bar-zilia-i,]  made 
of  iron,  son.  of  contempt. 

Bahziiaai  was  a  Simeonita  of  Me- 
holah,  and  the  father  of  Adriel,  who 
married  Morab,  the  daughter  of  King 
Saul.    His  relationship  to  Adriel  is 

given  In  2d  Ham .  xxi :  8.  This  daugh- 
ter of  King  Saul  was  to  have  been 
given  to  David,  but  Sanlgave  her  in 

tho  staid   unto   Adriel.     "1st   Samuel, 
■    :  19. 

BAKZILLAI,  2— Made  of  iron,  son 
of  contempt. 
BaTlZILLAI,  tho  Gilcadite,  was  one 
of  tho  chief  men  of  tho  country  near 
Mabanaim,  that  supplied  David  with 
provisions  when  he  was  compelled  to 
flee  his  throne  on  I  he  rebellion  of  the 
unfeeling  Ab sal om.  David  had  paused 
over  Jordan  with  a  son'!,  company  as 


jariy  with    several   others, 

broi.is'.i  t "  bods, ;:  od  basin  -,  and  earthen 
vewels,  and  wheat,  and  barley,  and 
flour,  and  parched  corn,  and  beans, 
and  lentil ea,  and  parched  pulse,  and 
honey,  and  butter,  and  sheep,  and 
cheese  of  kino,  for  David  and  the 
people  that  were  with  him  to  eat;  for 
they  said  the  people  are  "hungry  and 
thirsty,  and  wc.-w  i.o.  il.ie  vtiiuci'Doss." 
2d  Sam.  svii :  2S-29. 

BABZTLLAI,  3— Made  of  iron,  son 
of  contempt. 
Babzillai  waa  a  priest.,  and  was  at 
the  head  of  a  number  of  priests  who 
returned  from  the  Babylonian  cap- 
tivity. He  was  probably  a  descendant 
of  the  former  Baraillai.    Neh.  vii :  03. 

BASHEMAT  H-CBaarr-e-math,] 
pirfir.vrji,  in  desolation. 
Baseemath,  a  wife  of  Esau,  who 
is  called  by  another  name  when  mar- 
ried to  Esau,  via :  Mahalevh.  She  waa 
the  mother  of  Beoel,  a  son  of  Esau, 
ai.;:.l  iseailwl  by  this  nam 
xssvi :  3,  4 
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BASMAT  H— [Bas'math.1 

Basmatii  was  the  daughter  of  Sol- 
omon, and  was  given  by  liim  to  be  the 
wife  of  Ahimaaz,  one  of  the  twelve 
officers  appointed  over  twelve  districts 
to  provide  victuals  for  the  king's 
household.    1st  Kings,  iv:  15. 

B  ATHSHEBA—  [Bath-sha'bah,]  the 

SCrf.lltll,   ll'.lW/ht£,\   lilt'   diUi'jhicr  of 

an  oath. 
ILvi'HBiissisA  was  the  wife  of  an 
officer  of  David's  army,£  e.Uriah  the 
Hittite,  and  the  daughter  of  Ammiel, 
She  is  represented  as  a  very  beautiful 
woman,  and  tho  king  was  captured 
with  her  beauty.  After  Uriah  was 
murdered  by  David  he  tool;  her  to  be 
his  lawful  wife.  Mo  wonder  that  tho 
Lord  was  so  displeased  with  tho  con- 
duct of  the  two,  for  they  probably 
both  sinned  in  tho  matter  that  led  to 
the  murder  of  her  iir:;t  husband — thai 
he  struck  the  child  of  Bathaheba 
with  death,  thus  deeplv  aiilici.ing  them 
both.     2d  Sam.  xi ;   3. 

Bathjboba  have  unto  David  foui 
other  sons,  vis :  Shimea,  Shobab,  Na- 
than and  Solomon.  This  latter  son  be- 
came tho  successor  of  David  to  the 
throne  of  Israel.  "When  David  was 
stricken  in  years,  and  was  no  longei 
able  to  manage  Mia  affairs  of  his  govern- 
ment, lint  was  ministered  unto  by  Abi- 
shag,  the  Shunamite,  as  a  failing  in- 
valid, Adonijab,  his  eldest  son,  who 
supposed  himself  according  to  Jewish 
law,  the  successor  nf  his  father,  made 
ready  as  Absalom  formerly  had  done  to 
be  crowned  king.  Nathan  made  the 
fas*  known  unto  Bathsheba,  and  bade 
her  go  unto  the  kins  and  remind  him 
of  his  promise  and  oath,  that  her  sou 
Solomon  should  sit  on  the  throne.  She 
went  to  David  and  did  as  Nathan  had 
bidden  her,  and  according  to  a  previous 
arrangement  made  with  her,  Nathan 
the  prophet  came  in.  and  backed  her 

S'ea,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  king 
avid  i information  an  to  (ho  movements 
of  Adonijab.  Ho  listened  to  this  recital 
of  facts  by  Nathan,  and  commanded 
that  Bathsheba,  who  had  withdrawn 
from  his  presence  when  the  prophet 
came  in,  he  called  in  again.  Sho  came 
and  stood  before  tho  king,  not  to  plead 
for  tho  crowning  of  her  son,  for  tho 
pleading  was  over,  and  tho  onso  wan 
cidod  in  tho  mind  of  David,  but  .  . 
icamo  in  to  hoar  the  decision.     She  stood 
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the  king  with 
from  his  appearance  and  the  favor  to 
her, marked  in  his  features,  that  her  re- 
quest was  granted  and  about  to  be  ex- 
pressed. "And  the  king  swore  and 
said :  As  the  Lord  liveth  that  hath  re- 
deemed my  soul  out  of  all  distress,  oven 
as  I  aware  unto  thee  by  tho  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  saying,  assuredly  Solomon  thy 
son  shall  reign  after  mo,  and  he  shall 
sit  upon  my  throne  in  my  stead;  oven 
so  will  I  certainly  do  this  day."  Here 
wo  have  tho  spell  of  a  nation  broken  l.iy 
the  expressed  will  of  tho  king  as  to  who 
should  succeed  him,  given  to  this  wo- 
man. As  she  left  the  presence  of  tho 
king  when  Nathan  came  in.  so  Nathan 
loft  when  by  the  king's  order  she  re- 
turned. She  is  now  in  possession  of  a 
fact  that  there  are  no  witnesses  to,  un- 
less Abishag  tne  She;)  ami  to  is  present, 
who  is  now  the  cherishing  nurse  of 
David.  But  it  does  not  long  remain 
thus,  for  David  determined  to  consum- 
mate the  matter  at  onee,  and  ho  sends 
for  Kadok  tho  priest  and  Nathan  the 
prophet,  and  he  made  known  his  will 
m  the  matter  to  them,  and  gave  them 
commandment  to  assemble  his  servants 
i  Solomon  to  ride  on  f  ho  king's 
mule,  and  bring  him  down  to  the  place 
where  he  is  to  ho  crowned  king.  He 
ordered  that  they  sot  him  apart  by  an- 
nointing  him,  then  blow  tho  trumpet 
and  announce  that  Solomon  is  king,  and 
they  did  so  that  day,  so  that  Bathsheba 
beeaiue  before  night  the  queen  oioi.be,'. 

Soon  after  David's  death,  which  oc- 
curred not  long  after  Solomon  was  made 
king,  Adonijab  came  to  Bathsheba  wish 
a  request  to  the  king.  Ho  made  known 
the  request  to  her,  thinking  she  would 
have  more  influence  with  Solomon  than 
any  other  person.  The  request  was 
that  king  Solomon  would  give  him  Abi- 
shag, the  Shunamite,  to  wife. 

This  was  probably  the  first  time  that 
Bath-'.holja.  had  seen  Adonijab  since  his 
rebellion,  and  she  may  have  been  some- 
what fearful  that  he  had  vengeance  in 
his  heart  against  her  as  the  mother  of 
kin^  Solomon,  hence  she  addressed  him 
as  he  came  into  her  presence  with, 
"Oomest  thou  peaceably."  He  an- 
swered that  he  did.  He  then  referred 
her  to  tho  fact  that  he  was  the  eldest 
son  of  the  departed  David,  and  of  right 
the  kingdom  belonged  to  him;  that  the 
people  had  so  understood  it,  and  hence 
wore  about  to  make  him  king,  when 
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David  interfered  and  put  her  son  on 

the  throne  in  his  stead.  And  lie  ac- 
knowledged that  if.  was  iVora  the  Lard. 
He  bad  do  controversy  on"  that  subject, 
and  no  pica  to  put  in  for  the  kingdom. 
But  ho  had  a  petition  which  ho  prayed 
her  not  to  deny  bin;.  iSathshcba  could 
see  no  special  objections  to  it,  and  she 
promised  A.donijah  that  she  would 
speak  to  Sok.ir.Kui  i'er  him. 

And  in  conformity  with  Iksv  promise, 
she  went  to  her  son  with  the  petition. 
Solomon  received  her  very  cordially, 
and  seated  her  beside  him  as  ho  sat  on 
liis  throne.  She  then  informed  him 
that  she  had  a  petition  to  ask  of  him, 
and  true  to  the  promise  she  had  made 
this  petitioner,  die  put  it  in  a  very 
strong  form.  She  endeavored  to  com- 
mit the  Hag  to  a  favorable  answer  in 
presenting  it,  lev  she  thought  it  a  rea- 
sonable request.  But  Solomon  did  not 
thus  look  at  the  request.  Ho  thought 
he  atv  in  it  a  plot  for  dethroning  him, 
and  usurping  the  kingdom,  and  hoi: 
fciijtomon  pa:sed  judgment  upon  him 
a  traitor  and  had  him  executed  at  oni 

Batiisheba,  in  being  the  mother  of 
Solomon,  was  honored, 


BECHER— [Be'ker.] 

Becoer  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Ben- 
jamin, and  is  numbered  with  the  fam- 
Jy  of  Jacob  who  wont  down  into  Egypt, 
Gfen.  xlvi :  21. 

BECHORATH— [Be-k</iath.l 

Br.cnor.Ain  wa:;  the  sou  of  Aphiah, 
■  Abiah,  and  grandson  of  Bcchcr.    1st 
Sam.  is ;  1 .  and  1st  Chron.  vii :  3. 


BAZLIT1T. 

The  children  ot  Bazlitb.  were  among 
the  i'eiiiinims  who  returned  from  Bat 
ylon  with  Zerubcabel.     Neh.  v 

BEADIAH— [Bs-a-Ji'ah .  1 

Bealiah,  a  Benjamite  who  weirf 
over  to  David  when  he  was  at  Ziklag. 
1st  Chron.  xii :  5. 

BEBAI,  J— [Bai/i 

Ills  cons,  to  the  

turned  from  Babylon  with  Zernbbabel, 
Neh.  vii:  16.  And  at  a  later  period, 
twenty-eight  oFtlievn,  under  li'.'eeharjal.i. 
returned  with  Ezra.  Ezra,  viii:11. 
And  we  are  further  informed  that  four 
of  his  family  tool."  foreign  wives — Ezra, 
x  ;  23  ;  and  probably  one  of  them 
sealed  the  covenant  with  Mehemiah, 
for  the  name  occurs  there.  Neh. 
15. 

BEBAI,  2— [BeVa-i.] 

Bebai  was  the  father  of  the  55e( 
riah  who  is  referred  to  above,  and 
the  leader  from  Babvlon  of  the  twenty- 
audit  jiioii.     Ezra,  via:  11. 


BeDATJ  was  the  father  of  Hadad,  the 

Kimr  of  Edom.     C-on.  sxxvi :  35,   and 
■[,-■1  Chron,  i;45. 


BED  AN  —  [Be'dan,] 


There  is  a  person  of  this  name  re- 
ferred to  among  the  worthy  judges  of 
Israel,  in  1st  Sam,  xii ;  11,  whore  the 
prophet  b  reproving  Israel  for  their  in- 
gratitude and  disobedience,  and  gives  a 
summary  of  their  history.  It  is  sup- 
posed by  some  that  the  Bodan  men- 
tioned there  refers  to  Barak,  wire,  asso- 
ciated with  Deborah,  conquered  Jabin, 
the  King  of  Canaan.  Others  suppose 
it  refers  to  Samson;  and  still  others 
think  it  refers  to  J  air,  who  judged  Is- 
rael twenty-three  years.     Judges,  s  :  3, 

BEELIADA— fBe-el-i'a-dahJ 

Bkeliada  was  the  sen  oF  David, 
born  unto  him  in  Jerusalem.  1st 
Chron.  siv :  7.    He  b:  nLo  called  Eliada. 


BEEBA— [Be-e'rah.] 

BEERA  was  the  son  of  Zophaa,  of 
the  tribe  of  Asher.    1st  Chron.  vii :  37. 

BEEBAH. 
Bbebah  was  a  prince  of  the  Eeubeu- 

ites,  carried  awavd:>y  Tilgaili  ninescr. 
l:-tCIiren,  v;5. 

BEEST,  1—  [BeVrL] 

Beebi  was  the  father  of  Judith,  one 
of  the  wives  of  Esau.     Cen.  xxvi :  34. 

BEEBI,  2-[Be-e'ri,] 

Beeei  was  the  father  of  the  pro- 
pliei;  lioi-ea.      ETosea,  i :  I. 

BEL  —  Ancient,  nothing,  subject  to 
change. 
Bel,  the  Chaldean  idol,  Bel  or  Baal. 
1  Some  think  it  was  intended  to  represent 
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Niromd,  the  mighty  hunter  and  (he 
founder  of  the  empire.  Others  think 
it  was  intended  to  represent  Pat,  the 
kins  of  Assyria.  Wo  have  our  account 
in  lsa.  xlvi :  1,  and  Jer.  1 :  2,  and  li : 
44,  of  the  existence  of  this  idol  at  the 
time  that  Cyrus  and  Darius  took  Baby- 
lon. The  monstrous  image  was  raised 
and  ruined.  "  Eel  boweth  down,"  &a. 
"Bel  is  confounded,"  &e.  The  image 
was  brought  into  utter  and  absolute 
contempt. 

BELA,  1— [Be'-lah.] 

Bela  was  the  son  of  Beor,  and  a  king 
in  the  land  of  Edom,  "before  there 
rci-iiied  anvking  over  the  children  of 
Israel."  The  city  oyer  which  Bela 
reigned  was  Dinhahah.  At  hi.™  death 
lie  was  succeeded  bv  Jobab,  the  sou  of 
Zevah,  of  Bozrah.     Gen.  xxxvi :  31-33. 

BELA,  2—  [Be'-lah.] 
Bela  was  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 

and  (he  head  of  (ho  family  in  that  tribe 
called  Bel aites.     Num.  xxvi:  38. 

BELAH— [Be'-lah.] 

Belaii  was  the  name  of  the  elder 
sou  of  Benjamin,  and  he  with  his  bro- 
thers were  reckoned  with,  the  family  of 
Jacob,  ns  the  reckoning  is  given  hi  Gen. 
xlvi:  21.  It  is  likely  they  were  born 
during  the  seventeen  years  that  Jaco'> 
sojourned  in  Egypt.  The  names  of  his 
brothers  wore  Beoher  and  Ashbel,  Gera 
and  Naaman,  I'Jlii  a»d  liosh,  Jlumiim 
ind  Aid. 


BELRHAZZAB— [Bel  shaz'ar,]  mat- 
ter of  the,  treasure. 
BBL8HAZZAK  was  a  king  of  Babylon. 
He  was  probably  the  grandson  of  the 
famous  Nebuchadnezzar,  for  it  is  said  in 
Daniel,  v:  18,  "0,  thou  king,  the 
most,  high  God  gave  Nebuehadnoc/ar, 
thy  father,  a  kingdom  and  majesty,  and 

flory  and  honor."  And  he  war;  (he  last- 
ing of  Babylon;  for  in  his  fall  the  king- 
dom was  divided,  as  it.  was  declared  in 
the  handwriting  upon  (ho  wall  it  should 
be,  and  given  to  the  Medea  and  Per- 
sians. 

Ho  had  (ho  experience  of  his  father, 
Nebuchadnezzar,  in  which  were  «o~- 
tcrribily  instructive  lessons,  but 
heeded  them  not.  He  knew  how  his 
father  had  been  humbled  by  (he  G-od 
of  Heaven,  in  being  compelled  for  seven 
long  years  to  eat  grass  like  an  ox,  until 


his  nails  were  like  birds  claws,  and  the 
hair  of  his  head  like  eagles'  feathers. 
He  feared  not  God,  but  indulged  in 
wickedness.  He  forgot  that  the  God 
(hat  had  leveled  his  father  with  the 
boasts  could  tarnish  his  crown,  and  blast 
his  hopes. 

The  account  of  his  reign,  as  the  king 
of  Babylon,  is  no!  very  extensive.  Du- 
ring his  first  year,  Daniel  had  a  vision 
which  represented  the  revolution  of 
governments  in  (he  ii.iture.  And  again 
during  the  third  year,  Daniel  had  vi- 
sions which  set  forth  the  events  that 
were  shortly  to  come  to  pass  in  the 
monarchies  of  Persia  and  Greece.  By 
this  vision  Daniel  was  prepared  for  the 
overthrow  of  the  kingdom  ;  he  was  led 
to  see  that  the  destruction  of  Babylon 
was  not  very  distant.  In  Dan.  v,  we 
have  the  destruction  of  Babylon  narra- 
ted, and  the  downfall  of  her  monarch. 
"  BeUihazzLir  made  a  great  feast,  to  a 
thousand  of  bis  lords,  and  drank  wine 
before  the  thousand."  Cyrus,  (bo  Per- 
sian conqueror,  knew  of  this  feast  prob- 
ably, and  as  ho  was  engaged  with  an 
army  then  in  besieging  Babylon,  he 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  time  to 
conic  upon  them  for  conquest.  Ho 
managed  ingeniously.  His  stratagem 
succeeded,  and  on  the  night  of  Belshaz- 
Kav's  fun -;t  the  city  was  captured. 

This  feast  of  Belshazzar  was,  proba- 
bly, a  national  annual  least  in  honor  of 
the  golden  image  which  "^clrachadn ra- 
zor set  up  in  (he  plains  of  Dura.  Bel- 
■liazzar  not  only  drank  wine  before  the 
thousand,  indulged  in  drunkenness  and 
revelry,  but  he  added  to  that  sacrilege 
by  ordering  that  the  golden  vessels, 
which  had  been  taken  from  Jerusalem 'b 
femnlo  and  placed  in  the  temple  of  Be- 
lus  In  Babylon,  be  brought  out,  and  used 
on  the  occasion.  These  vessels  wore 
holy,  they  had  been  consecrated  to  God, 
and  for  along  time  used  in  the  Jerusa- 
lem temple  service.  But  Belshazzar 
orders  them  brought  into  the  banquet- 
ing room,  that  he  and  his  princes,  his 
wives,  and  his  concubines,  might  drink 
wine  therein.  The  anger  of  the 
Almighty  waxed  hot  against  him,  and 
be  determined  to  destroy  him.  The 
vial  of  God's  wrath  was  filled  and  (he 
avenging  angel  ready  to  pour  it  out. 

While  BcI::lni/./:vL'  was  engaged  in  his 
drunkenness  revelry,  debauchery  and 
"ege,  while  he  was  drink  in!*  wine 
those  sacied  vessels  to  his  gods  of 
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silver  and  gold,  there  came  forth  the 
fingers  of  a  man's  hand  and  wrote  upon 
the  plaster  of  the  wall,  over  against 
him,  the  awful  characters  that  told  of 

Lw  fall  ami  of  Babylon's  destruction. 
Belshazaar  looked  at  the  fingers  as  thej> 
traced  the  writing,  and  Ilia  countenance 
was  changed.  It  was  ominous  to  him 
of  coming  ill.  The  joints  of  his  loins 
were  loosed  and  his  limbs  trembled, 
they  emote  one  against  tho  other.  But 
he  longed  to  know  tho  meaning  of  the 
characters,  and  he  called  for  tho  astrol- 
ogers, and  tho  Chaldeans,  and  the 
sooth-say ers.  Thoy  came  at  his  call, 
looked  at  the  writing,  but  that  was  all, 
for  they  could  not  read  it,  nor  tel!  its 
meaning.  The  kingwsH  troubled  about 
it,  dk.i.rj  pointed  and  dissatified  with  his 
wise  men.  At  length  Daniel  was  called 
in,  under  the  advice  of  the  pee  n 
mother.  Ho  read  ilie  writing  and  ga.ve 
Um>  interpretation  thereof.  The  word' 
were  few,  but  they  were  full  of  terri- 
ble meaning.  "Mono,  mono,  Tekel, 
Dpharsin,"  Dan.  v:  25.  Daniel  wont 
on  to  give  tho  inter  pre  tat  ion  as  follows : 
''  Mene,  God  hath  numbered  thy  king- 
dom and  finished  it;  Tefeel,  thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balances  and  art  found 
wanting;  I'eres,  thy  kingdom  is  divi- 
ded and  given  to  the  Modes  and  Per- 

This  interpretation  must,  have  fallen 
upon  tho  ear  of  the  guilty  Belshazzar 
like  a  heavy  ileal  of  thunder  from  a 
midnight  storm  cloud.  But  Daniel,  the 
servant  of  tho  living  God,  had  read  the 
writing  and  fearlessly  given  tho  mean- 
ing and  was  entitled  to  the  honor  the 
king  had  promised.  Belshazzar  gave 
command,  amid  the  solemn  stillness  of 
the  occasion,  "  and  they  clothed  Daniel 
with  scarlet  and  put  a  chain  of  gold 
about  his  neck,  and  made  a  proclar 
tion  concerning  him,  that  lie  should 
the  third  ruler  in  the  kingdom."  This 
was  probably  the  last  public  act  of  Bel- 

f"  .azaar,  for  on  that  night  was  he  slain. 
i'ter  Daniel  had  retired  from  bis  pres- 
ence with  the  royal  apparel  upon  him, 
and  tho  authority  of  third  ruler,  then 
BelsliazsaT  .sal  with  his  courtiers,  stu] 
fied  with  wine  and  horror-stricken  „ 
the  revelations  that  had  been  made 
unto  him.  He  waited  in  awful  sus- 
pense the  coining  judgments,  and  he 
did  not  have  to  wait  long,  for  the 
ers  had  entered  the  city.  Cyi 
conqueror  had  drawn  away  the  water 


from  the  bod  of  the  river  that  ran  under 
the  walls  and  through  the  city  by  means 
of  a  canal,  and  marched  a  part  of  his 
army  in  tho  bed  of  tho  river  under  the 
walls  and  into  the  city.  Taking  pos- 
session of  Babylon,  ho  opened  the  gates 
of  brass  and  broke  in  sunder  tho  bolts 
and  bars  of  iron  that  fastened  tltem. 
The  voice  of  alarm  from  a  terrified  peo- 
ple was  soon  heard  mingled  with  tho 
clangor  of  arms,  tho  :-hrioks  and  groans 
of  tho  wounded  and  dying,  all  com- 
mingled with  tho  shouts  anil  rejoicing 
of  si  victot'ioua  enemy, 

"In  that  night  was  Belshaazar  slain." 
ft  was  not  long  after  the  victorious  tee 
entered  Babylon,  until  the  soldiers  had 
made  their  way  along  her  streets,  leav- 
ing devastation  and  death  in  their  way 
to  the  palace  of  the  king.  They  entered 
the  illuminated  mansion  in  search  of 
hiiu  and  his  great  men.  He  may  have 
tried  to  hide  himself,  but  he  could  find 
no  place  sufficiently  secret  for  conceal- 
ment, or  sufficiently  strong  to  protect 
him.  Ho  is  slain  !  His  pomp  and 
glory  have  gone.  The  mantle  of  death 
is  upon  him.  Mis  royal  robes  are  rent 
and  stained  with  his  own  Wood.  From 
his  haeeliLmaliasi  debauchery  he  is  hur- 
ried into  tho  presence  of  the  King  of 
Kings.  His  unprepared  spirit  ii  called 
to  stand  in  the  presence  of  a  thrice  holy 
God,  with  stains  of  the  blackest  dye 
upon  it.  The  prophet  Isaiah  in  chapter 
siv  represents  the  kingdom  through  the 
reigns  of  Ncbuchadnesaar,  Evil  Mero- 
daoli  and  Belshazzar.  Ho  represents 
Nebuchadnezzar  "a  serpent,"  Evil 
Merodach  "a  cockatrice,"  and  Bel- 
shazzar "afieryfljingserpent"  "Re- 
joice not  thou,  whole  Palestina,  because 
the  rod  of  him  that  smote  thee  is  bro- 
ken :  for  out  of  the  serpent's  root  shall 
come  forth  a  cockatrice,  and  his  fruit 
shall  bo  a  fiery  flying  serpent."  Here 
wc  have  the  grand-fither,  father  and 
tho  son  represented.  The  delineation 
would  seem  to  show  that  Belshazzar 
was  the  worst  of  the  three.  It  is  quite 
certain  that  his  father  and  his  grand- 
father never  made  such  a  use  of  tho 
captured  temple  vessels  as  he  made  of 
them  on  the  night  he  was  slain. 

BELTESHAZZAE-  fBel-te-shaa'-ar,  ] 

who  kiy.-;  ay  ttivw.rv.s  in  secret,  ix- 

c-rclhj  cn/Jurcr.  yniii-  and  pfanswe. 

Belteshazsar  was  the  name  given 

by  tho  prince  of  the  Eunuchs  to  Daniel, 
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at,  tho  same  time  be  gave  the  three  He- 
brew children  a  Babylon  name.  Daniel 
retained  the  name  of  Belteshazzar  all 
through  hi.-!  long  life  and  service  in  the 
kingdom.     Dan.  i:  7,  and  Dun.  x:  1. 

BEN. 

Bem  was  a  Lcvite  of  the  second  de- 
gree, and  one  of  the  sacred  porters  ap- 
pointed by  David  for  the  ark.  1st 
Cliron.  xv :  18. 

BENAIAH,   l-[Beti-a'Sab,l.  son  of 

the  Lord,  !:v  Lwd' ;\  I  ■■■■  '/■■■■:  ■  ■.■■/. 

Behaiah,  the  son  of  Jehoiada,  was: 
one  of  David's  valiant  men.  aud  captain 
of  hia  guards  He  was  of  the  priest- 
hood  by  birth ,  and  a  man  of  great  valer. 
2d  Sam.  xx:23:  "Now  Jo&bwaU  over 
all  the  hosts  of  Israel;  ayid  Benaiah. 
the  con  of  Jehoiada,  ra  over  the  Cher- 
ethitea  and  over  the  Pelethites, "  We 
have  an  account  of  his  position  in  the 
kingdom  of  David,  and  a  record  of  his 
wonderful deedsin  1st, Ohron.  si:  22-25. 
The  first:  wonderful  deed  lie  is  said  to 
have  performed  is,  "  He  dew  two  iion- 
likc  men  of  Moah."  By  this  we  may 
uimerstand  ho  tiv.il  for  sight  two  princes 
or  noblea  of  Moab,— wen  of  renown, 
who  were  iifce  two  sirens:  lions, — and 
slew  them.  The  next  ant  narrated  is, 
"Ho  went  down  and  slew  a  lion  in  : 
pit  in  a  snowy  day."  Jocephus,  in  hi; 
account  of  this  act  of  .Benaiah,  repro, 
gents  him  as  going— attracted  by  the 
noise  of  the  lion,  which  bad  fallen  into 
a  pit— to  the  mouth  of  the  pit  to  smite 
the  animal.  A  struggle  commenced  be- 
tween the  valorous  man  and  the  fero 
oious  least.  Benaiah  eraoto  him,  as  lie 
strangled,  with  a,  stake  that  lay  there, 
and  immediately  slew  him. 

Thenexfc  act  narrated  is,  "He  slew 
tin  Egyptian,  o  man  of  great  sla!,nro: 
five  cubits  high;  and  in  thehlgyptlan':- 
hand  was  a  spear  like  a  weaver's  beam  ; 
and  ha  went  down  to  him  with  a  staff 
aud  plucked  the  spear  out  of  the  Egyp- 
tian':; hand,  ami  dew  him  with  his  own 
spear."  This  Egyptian  was,  probably, 
from  his  height  as  (riven— five  cubits — 
seven  feet  and  sis  inches  high.  And 
Benaiah  went  down  to  him  simply  with 
a  staff,  midso'dcxtimislyiisedhissta'" 
as  to  render  the  sword  of  the  .i'Jgypt.K 
of  no  avail.  Finally  in  the  contest  he 
got  i>o*jO;:KLon  of  the  sword  or  spear, 
and  with  it  killed  the  Egyptian.  As  a 
reward  for  his  valor.  Dvi.vid  made  him 


captain  of  his  body-guard,  his  own  privy 
—""-sellor,  and  confided  to  him  secrets 
as  no  other  one  was  made  ac- 
quainted with.  He  was;  afterward  made 
commander  of  the  troops  of  Solomon ; 
for  bo  slew,  tinder  the  direction  of  that 
king,  Joab,  the  general  of  David's 
aviiiy,  andAdonijah,  who  sought  to  be 
king,  when  he  had  fled  to  tho  altar,  and 
was  appointed  in  his  stead.  He  proba- 
bly continued  with  Solomon  for  many 
years,  and  executed  his  commands  as 
he  had  tlioio  of  David  li in  lather. 

BENAIAH,  2— Son  of  tlte  Lord,  tU 

Z/nrd'r,  building. 
Benaiah,  the  ■■'Pirathonite,  was  the 
captain  of  the  eleventh  month,  when 
David  instituted  tho  monthiy  i-ervk/o  ci' 
captains  over  twenty-four  thousand 
men.     1st  Chron.  xxvii :  14. 

BENAMMI— [Ben-ani'mi,]  the  m  of 


Benajimi  was  one  of  the  two  sons  of 
Lot,  begotten  of  bis  daughters  while 
they  dwelt  together  in  thecavo  in  the 

mountains  beyond  Soar.  He  was  the 
son  of  the  younger  daughter,  and  was 
the  progenitor  of  the  extensive  nation 
of  the  Ammonites.     Gen.  sis:  38, 

BENHADAD  1  —  [Ben-ha'dad,]  the 

;;.iii  of  Had  ad,  of  noise. 

Ho  is  mentioned  as  I  ho  f:on  of  Tabri- 
n;on,  and  king  of  Syria,  in  1st  Kings, 
kv:  18,  who  came  to  tho  assistance  of 
Asa,  the  king  of  Judah,  when  A^i,  was 
contending  withBaas-ha,  kintfof  liu-ae'l. 

Baasha  had  built  and  fortified  ihe 
city  of  Ramsh  and  had  imposed  greatly 
upon  king  Asa  and  his  subjects  by  pre- 
venting them,  from  coming  out  or  going 
in.  nosontapvei-eni.to  lionlndai.l  riiid 
so  eecnred_a  renewal  of  the  league  be- 
tween their  fathers.  Ho  secured  tho 
attention  and  services  of  Benhadad,  and 
Baasha  was  made  to  fly  from  Ramah. 
It  is  supposed,  by  some,  that  this  Bon- 
hadad  was  Hadad,  the  Edmonitc,  who 
rebelled  against  king  Solomon.  The 
rebellion  is  noticed  in  i  sb  Kings,  si;  25, 
"And  he  was  an  adversary  to  Israel,  all 
the  day-!  of  Solomon." 

BENHADAD-  2— The  son  of  Hadad, 

Benhadad,  the  king  of  Syria,  was 
a  son  of  the  former,  and  like  him,  the 
enemy  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel.     He 
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made  war  upon  Ahab,  but  was  defeated. 
We  bavo  an  account  of  this  war  in  the 
first  part  of  1st  Kings,  xs..  At  the 
time  to  made  the  proposition  for  war 
upon  Ahab,  there  wore  thirty-two  kings 
or  tributary  chieftains,  associated  with 
him.  First  verse,  "And  there  were 
thirty  and  two  kings  with  him,  and 
horses  and  cbariofci :  and  lie  went  tip  and 
besieged  Samaria,  and  warred  against 
if."  Camping  with  his  vast  army  near 
the  capital  of  Ahab's  kingdom,  Benha- 
dad sent  messengers  to  (lie  king  with 
the  insulting  declaration,  "thy  silver 
and  thy  gold  is  urine;  thy  wives,  also, 
and  thy  children,  even  the  goodliest  are 
mine." 

"Whether  Ahah,  by  his  answer,  in- 
tended to  bumble  himself  before  Ben- 
hadad, by  acknowledging  the  truth  of 
in;-:  deel::  ration,  wo  e-rtn  hardly  tell.  He 
said:  "My  lord,  Q,  king,  accordingto 
thy  sajnng,  all  that  I  have  is  thine,  and 
I  am  thine. 

Beiihadad  evidently  was  not  satisfied 
with  his  answer,  and  cent  to  him  by  Ida 
messengers  a  second  time.  In  the  sec- 
ond, ho  made  the  threat  that  on  the 
morrow  lie  would  besiege  the  city,  and 
after  taking  (ho  royal  treasurers,  and 
the  wives  and  children  of  the  Icing,  ho 
would  deliver  up  tiro  whole  to  bo  pil- 
laged hy  his  soldiers.  The  king  made 
known  this  message  to  the  elders  of 
Israel  and  demanded  of  them,  advice. 
They  seemed  to  have  no  hesitancy  in 
giving  their  counsel,  and  all  the  people 
joined  with  them  in  it.  They  said, 
with,  one  voice  unto  Ahab,  "Hearken 
not  unto  him,  nor  consent." 

The  elders  of  Israel  felt  that  they  had 
everything  at  fitake,  and  they  preferred 
to  make  a  desperate  effort  at  defense. 
rather  than  tamely  yield  to  such  degra: 
dation  and  ruin  as  would,  come  upon 
them,  if  they  fell  info  the  hands  c" 
Syriik 

Benhadad  replied  sharply  to  this 
news  brought  him  by  the  messengers. 
"The  gods  do  .so  to  me,  and  move 
also,  if  tho  dust  of  the  city  shall  suffice 
for  the  handfuls  of  all  the  people  that 
follow  me."  The  meaning  of  this  dec- 
laration of  Benhadad  was,  "I  will 
bring  Etich  an  army  into  Samariaas  will 
ill!  tip  the  whole  city. "  Ahab  answered 
to  that,  "Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on 
his  harness  boast,  himself  as  he  that. 
putteth  it  off."  The  meaning  of  it  is 
"Lot  not  him  that  goeth  out  to  battle 


exult  as  he  that  has  been  in  battle,  and 
conquered,  and  returned  from  his  con- 
quest laden  with  laurels. ' ' 

When  the  messengers  came  this  time 
from  the  king  of  Israel  to  deliver  their 
message,  Benhadad  was  indulging  with 
the  kings,  that  were  his  helpers,  in 
drinking  in  the  pavillions.  He  heard 
the  message,  and  gave  orders  to  his  sol- 
diers to  prepare  for  battle.  About  ibis 
time  a  prophet  approached  Ahab,  and 

"inned  him  that  in  the  coming  battle 
should  have  a  victory.  And  the 
prophet  bado  him  put  himself  ia 
charge  of  the  young  men,  of  the  prin- 
ces of  the  provinces.  There  were  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  of  them.  They 
were  probably  the  king's  own  regiment, 
or  the  royal  guard.  After  this  ho  num- 
bered the  people  for  war,  and  there 
were  seven  thousand  of  them.  Benha- 
dad heard  of  their  approach  and  gave 
order,1!  that  they  be  taken  alive,  for  lie 
was  quite  confident  of  victory.  But  in 
this  be  was  mistaken,  for,  under  the 
direction  of  Ahab,  who  was  himself 
ordering  tho  battle,  the  princes  and  ail 
(he  soldier?,  slew,  every  one  his  man, 
and  the  Syrians,  in  alarm,  fled  before 
them,  and  Benhadad  saved  hbisclf  only 
by  escaping  on  a  horse  with  the  horse- 

t  long  mail  Benha  lad  de- 
termined to  fight  with  the  king  of  Israel 

again,  and  the  same  pvopliei  that  had 
given  instruction  before,  informed  Ahafe 
of  his  determination  and  bado  him  be 
careful  and  prepare  to  meet  his  enemy. 
Benhadad  gathered  together  a  mighty 
army  at  Aphek  and  determined  to  con- 
quer the  king  of  israel.     They  fought, 


killed  fled  to  the  city,  and  tho  wall  ft 
upon  twenty-seven  thousand_  men,  thus 

completely  c'efcat.ing  the  Syrians.  Ben- 
hadad fled  to  hide  himself  in  an  inner 
chamber.  Ho  was  sought  for,  pve.bahly. 
bat  iiefibetna'ly.  And  when  it  became 
lecessaryfor  him  to  come  from  his  Iiid- 


■ailod.  The  servants  of  Benhadad 
girded  themselves  with  sackcloth  and 
put  ropes  on  their  beads,  and  came  to 
tho  king  of  Israel  to  sound  hiin  as  to 
his  feeling::  fowanls  their  master.  They 
bogged  for  Bcii'iad;id::j  life.  Ahab  not 
only  granted  their  request  but  gave  the 
conquered  king  of  Syria  tho  greatest 
liberty,  avid  restored  unto  him  his  erowii 
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upon  certain  conditions.  Ho  took  Ben- 
hadad up  into  his  chariot,  accepted  his 
proposition  to  restore  to  Mm  the  cities 
which  his  father  had  taken  from  Ahab's 
lather.  They  too  made  a  covenant, 
and  Benhadad  returned  to  his  palace 
and  throne. 

Twelve-  years  after  this  Benhadnd 
again  declared  war  against  Israel.  At 
this  time  Jehoram,  tho  son  of  Ahabwas 
his  successor.  We  have  the  account  in 
2d  Kings,  vi.  The  prophet  Elisha  was 
then  in  Israel,  and  when  Benhadad 
plotted  for  the  destruction  of  Israel,  this 
prophet  gave  the  informati 
■thwarted  liis  designs. 

The  Syrian  king  began  to  suspect 
there  was  a  traitor  in  his  own  camp. 
He  was  informed  by  one  of  his  serv- 
ants that  it  was  not  a,  Syrian  soldier 
that  was  giving  this  information,  but 
Elisha  tho  prophet.  Benhadad  soon 
learned  that  Elisha  was  at  Dotham, 
and  he  sent  a  company  of  his  soldiers 
to  take  him;  but  the  soldiers  w 
stricken  wilh  blindness,  and  were 
able  to  distinguish  him  from  other 
men.  They  talked  with  him.  and  did 
not  know  it.  He  led  them  into  Sama- 
ria, into  the  midst  of  their  enemies, 
but  yet  Benhadad  was  not  humbled, 
and  did  not  cease  his  opposition  to 
Israel.  After  this  Benhadad  wen  tup 
and  besieged  Samaria,  until  the  direst 
want  was  experienced.  The  city  was 
reduced  to  the  greatest  extremity.  A 
aad  representation  of  its  condition  was 
given  to  King  Jehoram  by  a  woman 
who  applied  to  him  for  help.  The 
day  before  she  had  eaten  her  own  son. 
The  king  was  greatly  humbled,  but  ho 
charged  the  calamities  flicy  were  en- 
during to  the  prophet  Elisha,  Elisha 
prophesied  of  plenty,  and  his  predic- 
tion was  fulfilled  tho  next  day,  by  the 
Syrian  army  becoming  frightened  and 
deserting  Samaria,  or  then  camp  near 
it,  leaving  a  large  amount  of  provis- 
ions and  arms  and  gannonts  in  the 


,  yet-  iLCvonhelesH  lie  should  die. 

appeared  paradoxical,  but  the 
prophet  sogii  informed  Hanael  that  he 
would  be  the  murderer  of  Benhadad, 
It  was  not  long  alter  this  until  ILuaael 
returned  to  the  palace  and  gave  to 
Benhadad  what  purported  to  be  the 
language  of  the  prophet  regarding  his 
case,  aud  tho  next  day  he  set  himself 
to  accomplish  his  designs.  "  He  took 
a  thick  cloth  and  dipped  it  in  water 
and  spread  it  over  his  face  so  that  he 
died, '  and  as  Elisha  had  predicted 
Ilazael  reigned  in  his  stead.  Benha- 
dad died,  then,  from  being  smothered 
(is1  iiuiLeai.ei.L     '.'.'.}  Kings,  viii. 

BENTJADAD  3—  Tl&tonof  Hadad, 

lie  was  (he  sen  of  Iljizcal,  who  had 
murdered  the  former  king  of  Syria, 
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A  few  months  after  this  Benhadad 
fell  sick  and  scut  his  servant  to  Elisha 
the  prophet  with  some  valuable  pre- 
sents to  ask,  "shall  I  recover  of  this 
disease?"  Tho  servant's  name  was 
Ilazael,  Hazael  came  to  Elisha  with 
his  presents  and  informed  him  that 
his  master  had  sent  and  wished  to 
know  of  him  whether  the  disease  was 
curable.     Elislia's  words  seem  to  say 


i  tho 

king  of  Syria.  2d  Kings,  xiii:  24:  "So 
Hazeal,  king  of  Syria,  died,  and  Ben- 
hadad, his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead." 
During  the  reign  of  Benhadad  Jclio- 
ash  recovered  from  him  all  that]  iazeal 
had  taken  from  Israel.  Joho ash  de- 
feated him  in  three  several  engage- 
ments, and  compelled  him  to  surrender 
all  the  country  beyond  Jordan.  2d 
Kings,  siii:  25:  '  Three  timo3  did 
Joash  beat  him  and  recover  the  cities 
of  Israel." 

BENHAIIi-tBen-haTL] 

Benhail,  w'th  several  others,  was 
sent  by  King  Jeuoshaphat  to  various  cit- 
ies of  bis  dominions  in  order  to  instruct 
the  people, — to  eill  them  back  from 
(heir  wanderings  from  (J-od,  and  to  re- 
claim them  from  the  idolatry  into  which 
i  liev  had  fallen.  We  have  an  account 
in  2d  Chron.  xvii :  7-10,  of  the  king 
appointing  Benhail,  Obadiah,  Zecha- 
riah,  Newaneel  and  Miehaiah,  with  a 
number  of  Lovitos  and  priests,  to  this 
important  work  of  reforming  the  idol- 
atrous people.  It  was  an  establishment 
outhepartof  Jehoshaphat,  of  an  itiner- 
ant ministry-,  that  was  to  serve  in  all 
the  cities  or  Judah  ;  and  they  did  their 
work  faithfully,  producing  the  most 
beneficial  results.  This  itinerant  min- 
istry exerted  not  only  a  good  effect  upon 
Judah,  but  upon  all  tho  nations  around 
them,  inasmuch  as  they  respected  the 
king  and  made  no  war  upon  him  ;  and 
the  Philistines  and  Arabians  brought 
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BENHANAN—  [Ben  -ha'nan.] 
Benhanan  was  a  son  of  Shimon,  in 

Ihe  hind  of  Judea,  and  of  the  line  of 
Judali.     1st  Chron.  iv :  20. 

BENHUR. 

Bknhtjk  is  called  the  son  of  Hur. 
1st  Kings,  iv :  8.  He  was  one  of  the 
twelve  officers  that  provided  eatables 
i'iiv  Kin.'.;  Solomon  and  his  household. 
(Thy  following  arc  the  names  of  the 
others:  Bendekar,  Benhcsed,  Bena- 
hinadab,  Baana,  Bengeber,  Ahinadab, 
Ahiniaaz,  Baanah,  Johoshaphat, 
Shiraei,  and  Geber).  These  officers 
served  each  one  month  in  a  year  in 
fm'!ij-.;hiiig  Vm-  Ling's  table. 


BENINU— [Bei 


u-J 


Behind",  a  Levite,who\ 

with  Nchcmi::!i  in  scaling  the  cove- 
nant.   Keh.  x :  13. 

BENJAMIN,  1— [Ben'ja-miB,]  th, 
ton  of  the  right  hand. 

Benjamin  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Jacob  and  Rachel,  and  the  full 
brother  of  the  illustrious  Joseph. 
His  mother  died  at  bis  birth,  and 
dying,  she  called  him  Benoni,  i,  c., 
the  son  of  my  sorrow ;  but  Jacob, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  was  not 
willing  (hat  this  nliouM  be  his 
It  may  be  that  Jacob  objected  to  it 
because  of  the  import  of  the  name  as 
given  above.  The  name  would  have 
been  ,i  constant  memorial  to  him  of 
h:s  beloved  I'schei';-'.  death,  for  he  had 
loved  Rachel  with  his  first  love,  which 
was  so  strong  that  the  years  ho  served 
for  her  seemed  bat  days.  And  though 
Leah  was  an  amiable  woman,  yet  his 
attach  men  1m  were  strong  for  liueliel. 
He  loved  Leah  '"withalesslove."  It 
was  hard  for  Jacob  to  part  with 
Rachel,  and  as  she  gave  hrj-th  to  this 
sou  while  dying,  lie  may  have 

unwilling  that  the    name  Bei 

should  be  settled  upon  him,  lest  it 
would  keep  constantly  before  his  mind 
the  throes  of  dissolving  nature  in  the 
case  of  her  departure. 

Jacob  called  him  Benjamin,  i.  e., 
"the  son  of  the  right  hand.''    When 


jph  was  torn  by  his  cruel  brethren 

from  the  father's  side,  and  the  society 
of  his  smaller  brother,  Benjamin,  as 
the  only  son  of  Rachel,  was  doubly 
dear  to  Jacob. 

When  the  famine  prevailed  in  Ca- 
naan, and  when  lie  sent  his  sons  down 
to  Egypt  to  buy  com,  Joseph,  the 
brother  of  Benjamin,  was  lord  of  the 
land.  One  of  the  first  things  that  he 
thought  of  on  seeing  his  brothers,  was 
the  boy  Benjamin  that  he  used  to  play 
with,  and  he  asked  them  of  their 
other  brother.  He  then  required  of 
them  that  they  bring  that  other 
brother  with  them  the  next  time  they 
came  down  into  Egypt,  and  they  did. 
Joseph  looked  upon  Benjamin,  and 
knew  him.  But  Benjamin  did  hot 
know  bis  brother.  He  was  but  a 
small  boy  when  the  cruelty  of  his 
brothers  parted  them,  and  he  had 
learned  to  think  of  Joseph  as  dead- 
torn  by  wild  beasts.  By  a  stratagem, 
Joseph  detains;  Benjamin,  allowing 
the  others  to  go  their  way  if  they 
wouh],  in;;  they  would  not. 

There  had  been  to  them  a  strange 
management  o:i  the  part  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  Egypt,  in  supplying  them  all 
at  hi;!  tabic,  hii  use  if  serving  fliem,  and 
giving  to  Benjamin  a  mess  five  times 
as  large  as  to  any  of  them,  and  his 
language  to  Benjamin  when  they  first 
introduced  him  was  peculiar.  "God 
be  #i-aeious-  to  thee  my  son,"  But 
now  Benjamin  is  accused  and  con- 
victed, and  ho  proposes  to  detain 
him.  Judali  plead  for  him  in  the 
most  eloquent  strains,  and  with  his 
speech  so  touched  the  tender  chords 
of  Joseph';!  heart,  that  he  could  hide 
his  relationship  no  longer.  He  affec- 
tionately embraced  his  brother  Benja- 
min, and  disabnsed  bis  mind  as  to  the 
fate  of  hi:;  \n;a\  {,-r  Joseph. 

Soon  Jacob  and  his  whole  family 
were  living  in  Egypt,  in  Goshen,  the 
fat  of  the  land.  And  day  after  day 
the  two  brothers,  Joseph  and  Benja- 
min, were  permitted  to  see  each  other, 
and  enjoy  eatli  utlx-r's  society. 

Benjamin    married    when    quite 

Soung,  for  he  was  a  young  man  when 
o  was  the  father  of  ten  sons.  Their 
names  are  given  in  Gen,  slvi :  21,  five 
of  whom  we  will  find  by  tracing  out 
their  history,  died  childless.  And  yet 
Benjamin  became  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful tribe  called  t'  -  "" 
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BENJAMIN",  2—  The  son  of  the  rigid 
hand. 
Was  a  man  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
min, and  the  head  of  a  family  of  war- 
riors.    1st  Chron.  vii:  10. 

BENJAMIN,  $-The  son  of  the  right 
hand. 
Was  ouo  of  the  sous  of  Harim,  an 
Israelite,  who  lived  at  the  time  of 
Earaj  and  with  several  others,  had 
married  a  foreign  wife.  '  Earn  x:  32. 

BENO— [Be'no.] 

Beno  waa  one  of  the  ministers  in 
the  temple,  under  the  order  of  service 
instituted    by    David,     1st   Chi  on. 

xxiv :  27. 

BERA— [Be'-rah.] 


war  with  Bera,  kins  of  Sodom,  and 
with  Birsha,  king  of  Gomorrah,  Shinab, 
king  of  Adunah,  and  Shcmcber,  king 
of  JSsboim,  and  the  lung  of  Bela  which 
is  Zoar."  In  seems  that  these  five 
Canaanitiah  kings  had  been  for  twelve 
years  so  far  subdued"  as  to  he  compelled 
to  pay  tribute  to  their  conqueror,  hut. 
being  desirous  to  obtain  their  liberty 
they  revolted  in  the  thirteenth  year. 
In  consequence  of  which  Chedorlaomer 
summoned  to  his  assistance  three  of  his 
subdued  kingdoms,  and  invaded  Ca- 
naan, and  discomfited  these  five  kings, 
and  pillaged  their  cities  and  took  many 
prisoners.'  Lot,  Abram's  nephew  lived 
in  Sodom,  and  he  and  his  family  and 
their  goods  were  >  taken.  As  soon  as 
Abram  learned  it,  "  he  armed  his 
trained  servants,  born  in  his  own  house, 
three  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  pur- 
sued them  unto  Dan."  Though  the 
army  of  these  kings  was  large,  and  they 
elated  with  victory,  yet  Abram  attacked 
them  and  conquered  them,  and  recov- 
ered all  the  baggage  with  the  prisoners. 
Ho  recovered  from  the  enemy  Lot  and 
his  family,  and  the  people.  On  his  re- 
tarn,  Bera  the  king  of  Sodom  went  out 
to  meet  him,  and  ho  proposed  to  the 
patriarch  to  take  to  himself  as  a  reward 
for  his  valor  the  whole  booty.  "Give 
me  the  persons  and  take  the  goods  to 
thyself."  But  Absun  refused  any  part 
of  it.    He  said  to  Bera,  "I  will  not 


take  from  a  thread  even  to  a  shoe 
liitchet;  and  that  I  will  not  take  any- 
thing that  is  thine,  lest  thou  shouldst 
say,  I  have  made  Abram  rich."  He 
would  have  all  his  wealth  then  pos- 
sessed, as  well  as  his  future  wealth  at- 
tributed to  Jehovah. 

BERACHAH— [Ber-a'-kah,]  h  lett- 
ing. 

BlJRACJIiAH    VMS    a.    Bc'J!J:Llidte,|Wf'.0 

attached  himself  to  David  a.t  Kikbg. 
.1st  Ohron.  xii :  ?,. 

BERAIAH— [Ber-a-i'ah.] 

Eeeaiah  was  the  yon  of  Shimhi, 

chief  Jii.au  el:'  Benjamin.  1st.  Chron. 
iii:21. 

BERECHIAH,  1— [Ber-e-ki'sh.] 

BERECHIAH  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Zcruhbabel,  and  a  descendant  of  the 
royal  Siuo  of  Judsh.  1st  Chronicles. 
":20. 

BERECHIAH,  2. 

Is  mentioned  as  the  father  of  Me- 
ihullam,  who  assisted  in  rebuilding 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem.    Ncb.iii:  4. 

BERECHIAH,  a 

Was  a  Levito,  of  the  line  of  Elka- 
nab.     1st  Ohron.  ix :  16. 

BERECHIAH,  4. 

Was  a  dooi.'-licepcv  of  the  ark,  1st 
Ohron.  sv :'  23. 

BERECHIAH,  5. 

Was  one  of  the  chief  raen  in  the 
...She  ofEphraim,  in  the  time  of  King 
Ahaz.    2d  Chron.  xxviii:  12. 

BERECHIAH,  6. 

Was  the  father  of  Asaph,  a  winger. 
1st  Chron.  xv:  17. 

BEEEOHIAH,  1. 

. .  as  i  ho  father  of  the  prophet  Zccli- 
ariah.     Zeeh.  i:  1. 


BKRja)-L"Be*rod.] 

This  was  a  son  or  descendant  of 
Epbraiin.  1st  Chron.  vii :  20.  He  is 
thought  to  bo  the  same  person  as 
Ecchcr,  in  Fu.HL.xxvi:  35. 

BERI— [Be'ri.] 

Wac.  the  son  ef  Kophah,  of  the  tribe 
of  Asher.    1st  Chron.  vii :  36. 
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BEKIAH— [Be-ri'ah.] 

Was  one  of  the  sous  of  Aster,  and 
si  grandson  of  Jacob.  He  is  reckoned 
with  the  souls  belonging  to  Jacob's 
family  in  Egypt  during  the  seventeen 
years  he  sojourned  there,  Gen.  xlvi :  Ti ; 
is  referred  to  in  the  genealogy  of  Aster 
in  1st  Chronicles,  vii :  ;J'J.  and  was  the 
father  of  Heber  and  JtfalcMel.  He 
was  the  head  of  the  family  in  the  tribe 
of  Asiher  called  Beriites.  Numbers, 
xxvi:  44.  There  was  also  a  Beriah 
of  the  children  of  Joseph,  of  the  tribe 
of  I'iphraim,  referred  to  in  1st  Chrou. 
vii :  23.  When  he  was  born  his  father 
railed  his  name  Beriah,  "because  it 
went  evil  with  his  house,"  and  still 
another  in  the  posterity  of  Benjamin. 
1st  Chrou.  viii :  13. 

BERNICE  —  [Ber'uice,]    one    that 
brings  victory. 

Beknioe  was  the  daughter  of  Agrip- 
pa  the  Great,  and  the  sister  of  Agnppa 
his  son,  of  whom  we  have  an  account 
in  Acts,  xxv.  Paul  delivered  his  noble 
defense  before  Eestus  and  King  Agnp- 
pa, and  Bernice.  She  sat  beside  ter 
brother  when  in  the  presence  of  an  as- 
sembled multitude  he  permitted  the 
persecuted  apostle  to  speak  for  himself. 
She  listened  attentively  to  the  address 
of  Paul,  in  which  he  related  his  won- 
derful conversion,  and  his  experience  as 
a  minister  of  Christ.  She  heard  tho 
noble  Festus  cry  out  with  a  loud  voice, 
interrupting  the  apostle  in  his  defense, 
"  Paul,  thou  art  beside  thyself!  Much 
learning  hath  made  thee  mad."  And 
a  little  while  after  she  heard  her  brother 
Agrippa  say,  "  Almost  thou  persuadest 
me  to  he  a  Christian."  And  no  doubt 
she  had  some  of  the  same  feelings  that 
moved  them  to  the  language  given 
'  ■   1  with 


the  king  and  the  governor  in  passing 
opinion  upon  the  case.  And  when  he 
(Paul)  had  then  spoken,  the  king  rose 
up,  and  the  governor  and  Bernice,  and 
they  that  sat  with  them ;  and  when 
they  had  gone  aside  they  talked  be- 
tween themselves,  saying,  "This  man 
doeth  nothing  worthy  of  death  or  of 
bonds." 

History  informs  no;  that  Bernice  was 
first  married  to  Mark,  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander, governor  of  the  Jews  at  Alexan- 
dria. Afterward  she  married  her  uncle 
Herod,  king  of  Chtilcis ;   and  after  his 
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death  she  married  Polemou,  king  of 
Pontus,  but  did  not  continue  long  with 
him.  She  was  very  strongly  attached 
to  her  brother  Agrippa,  with  whom  she 
probably  staid. 

BESAI-LBe'sa.] 

Tho  children  of  this  person  were 
among  the  Netheniuis  who  returned  to 
Judea  with  Zcrubbabel.  Ezra,  ii :  49, 
Neh.  vii:  52. 

BESODEIAH—  [Bes-o-di'ah,] 

The  father  of  Meshullam,  one  of  the 
builders  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem, 
under  Nehemiah.     Neh.  iii :  6. 

BETHTJEL,  1—  [Beth-u'cl,]  filiation 
of  God. 
Bethuel  was  the  father  of  Nahor 
and  Milcah,  and  tho  cousin  of  Abra- 
ham. He  was  also  the  father  of  Laban 
and  Rehekah.  Gen.  xxii :  23.  It  is 
probable  that  Bethuel  was  dead  before 
Eleanar  went  to  the  city  of  Nahor  in 
search  of  a  wife  for  Isaac ;  for  we  hear 
nothing  about  him  in  the  conference 
that  resulted  in  Abraham's  servant  se- 
curing Rebekah  as  a  wife  for  his  mas- 
Laban  and  his  brother  Bc- 
with  Eleazar,  and 
desire,  when  KJejsznr 
lebeb^b.  Iiei'  brother. 
Gen.  xxiv. 
s  called  the  country  of 
Bethuel  long  after  he  was  dead ;  for 
when  Isaac  blessed  Jacob,  he  sent  him 
there  to  secure  from  the  family  of  Be- 
thuel his  mother's  father  a  wife.  And 
Jacob  married  the  two  daughters  of 
Laban.     Gen.  xxis. 

BETHTJEL,  2— Filiation  of  God. 

Bethuel  was  the  son  of  the  former, 
as  we  have  already  supposed ;  and  in 
company  with  Laban,  tlio  elder  brother, 
ho  heard  the  account,  of  Elcazar's  er- 
rand, and  the  circumstances  that  had 
attended  him  and  the  two  brothers 
said,  "  Tho  thing  proceedeth  from  the: 
Lord :  we  cannot  speak  unto  thee  bad: 
or  good. "     Gen.  xxiv  :  GO. 

BEZAI— [Be'-zab] 

The  children  of  I'er.ai,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  returned  from  captivity  with: 
Zevu !:b.i ibel.     blzra,  ii :  17. 


thuel    

granted  him  h 

gave  presents  ti 

and  her  mother 

Padau 
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Bezai,eel,  sou  of  Uri,  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  and  Aholiab  the  son 
of  Ahisaraach,  who  was  his  helper, 
was  of  the  tribe  of  Ran.  They  are 
brought  to  our  view  in  connection 
with  the  account  we  have  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  ancient  tabernacle.  Id 
Ex.  xxxviii ;  23,  24,  we  havo  the  fol- 
lowing language ;  '  And  Bezaleel,  the 
sou  of  Hiii-  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
made  all  that  the  Lord  commanded 
Moses.  And  with  him  was  Alioliab, 
the  son  of  Ahisamach  of  the  tribe  of 
Dan,  an  engraveT,  and  a  cunning 
workman  and  an  embroiderer  in  blue, 
and  in  purple,  and  in  scarlet,  and  in 
fine  linen.'' 

Those  two  men  were  noted  artifi- 
cers, and  were  called  of  God,  hence 
eminently  qualified  with  wisdom  to 
plan  and  skill  to  perform  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  movable  temple.  It  was 
made  according  to  the  pattern  showed 
Moses  in  the  mount.  From  Exodus, 
xxxi  :  1-11,  and  from  Exodus,  xxxv; 
30-35,  and  from  the  36th  chapter,  we 
learn  that  Bezaleel  was  placed  with 
Aholiab  as  a  helper.  He  is  said  to  he 
''filled  with  the  spirit  of  God  in  wis- 
dom and  in  understanding,  and  in 
knowledge,  and  in  all  manner  of  work- 
manship. '  By  which  we  may  under- 
stand that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
arts  and  sciences.  lie  was  skilled  in 
ornamental  work.  The  tabernacle 
itself  shows  that.  But  the  wisdom 
Bezaleel  possessed  came  from  God, 


The  j 


i  which  lie;  _ 
■cial  gift  of  God,  as  iii  the  case 
wise  men.  Sol  onion  exlii'i.iied. 
..  ,_,_nius,  even  before  he  offered  up 
his  earnest  prayer  to  God  for  wisdom ; 
and  even  the  prayer  itself  shows  that 
God  had  blessed  liim  naturally.  And 
the  answer  to  his  prayer  proves  the 
fact  that  God  is  the  author  of  wisdom, 
and  imparts  it  in  an  eminent  degree 
to  those  called  to  fill  important  posts, 
and  to  perform  a  special  work. 

Under  the  direction  of  liewi.leel  the 
wise-hearted  men,  appointed  of  God 
through  Moses,  made  the  garments 
for  the  priests— tho  breastplate  and 
ephod  and  broidered  coat ;  the  mitre 
and  the  girdle.  The  breastplate  of 
judgment,  with  its  Urim  and  Thum- 
min.    He  was  the  overseer  in  the 
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erection  of  tho  tabernacle  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  the  ark  of  testimony, 
ana  the  mercy  seat  that  covered  it, 
and  the  cherobiins  at  each  end  of  the 
mercy  seat.  And  he  made  the  rings 
and  placed  them  at  each  side  of  the 
ark  ;  and  he  made  the  staves  and  put 
them  into  the  rings  that  the  priests 
might  bear  the  ark.  He  made  the 
table  of  shew  bread  with  its  vessels. 
lie  made  the  holy  candlestick  with 
its  sis  branches  and  ornaments.  He 
made  the  golden  altar  of  incense,  with 
the  anointing  oil  and  its  perfume. 
Bezaleel  also  made  the  altar  of  burnt 
offering — the  layer  and  its  foot.  Ho 
made  tho  court  and  its  pillars  and 
hangings,  the  sockets  for  the  pillars, 
and  the  hooks  and  their  fillets ;  and 
even  the  pins  that  were  used  to  fasten 
it  together.  The  work,  unto  which 
God  called  him,  with  the  assistance 
of  Aholiab  and  the  wise  men;  was  all 
performed  according  to  appointment, 
and  it  was  pleasing  to  God. 

In  Ex.  xxxix :  43,  we  have  Moses, 
the  leader  of  Israel,  presented  to  our 
view  inspecting  the  work  of  Bezaleel, 
when  finished.  He  looked  upon  it  all 
and  compared  it  with  the  God-given 
pattern.  After  examining  it  closely 
at  every  point,  he  declared  it  to  be 
according  to  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord  -exactly  agreeing  with  the  pat- 
tern laid  before  tliem  in  the  beginning 
the  work.  "And  Moses  blessed 
_.__m."  He  gave  them  praise  for 
their  skill  and  faithfulness.  He  as- 
sured them,  in  all  probability,  that 
the  Gocl  of  Israel,  for  whom  they  had 

flit  with  such  fidelity,  appro- 
them  and  their  labor,  and 
would  assuredly  reward  them. 

BEZEB. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Zophah,  and 

:oo!.'Uio  heads  of  the-  houses  of  Aster. 
tChron.  vii:  37. 

BIDKAR — In  compunction,  in  sharp 
pain, 

Was  a  fellow-officer  of  Jehu,  and  af- 
ter Jehu's  accession  to  the  throne,  his 
captain.    He  completed  the  sentence 

Jchoram,  son  of  Ahab.    2d  Kings, 

:  25. 

BIGTHA. 

Was  one  of  the  seven  chamberlains 
eunuchs  of  Ahasuerus.     Eat.  i :  10. 
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B!/:irLYN Giving  meat 

Was  also  a  chamberlain  in  the  court 
of  Aha-suerus,  and  he  in  company  with 
Teresh  conspired  against  the  king's  life. 
Est.  ii:  21.  This  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected by  Mordecai,  and  he  with  Teresh 
was  hung.  It  has  been  thought  that 
they  wore  degraded  when  Vashti  was 
deposed,  and  were  seeking  revenge  " 
the  murder  of  the  king. 

BIGVAI-LBig-va'-i.] 

The  children  of  Big™  to  the  number 
of  2,007  returned  from  the  captivity 
with  Zcrubbabel.     Neh.  vii :  19. 


BILDAD— [Bil'dadJ  _._, 

Bildad,  the  Shnhite,  one  of  Job  s 
three  friends,  named  first  in  Job  ii : 
11,  in  connection  with  Eliphaz  and 
Zophar.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Abraham  by  Keturah,  probably  the 
son  of  Shurah.  Ho  visited  Job,  as 
did  the  others,  when  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  so  heavily  laid  upon  him. 
He  looked  at  Job  in  his  sufferings 
and  distress,  aud  said  to  himself, 
surely  he  is  a  noted  transgressor,  for 
God  does  not  punish  in  such  a  way, 
except  great  sinners.  He  intimates 
that  Job  was  ;i,  deceiver  ' 


him  with  the  wire  <:ahiinitk!~  that 
upon  him.  The  eighth  chapter  con- 
tains this  address.  Job  answers  him 
in  the  next  chapter.  In  which  ans- 
wer he  acknowledges  to  the  general 
truth  of  the  maxims  presented  byBil- 
dad,  and  he  confutes  the  error  that 
had  been  presented — that  God  only 
afflicts  the  wicked.  He  maintains 
that  God  afflicts  the  innocent,  as  well 
as  the  wicked,  and  then  he  maintains 
bnld-.y,  his  own  innocence. 

Bildad  presents  another  address  to 
Job,  18th  chapter,  in  which  he  accuses 
Job  with  impatience  and  impiety. 
He  shows  tho  fearful  end  of  .tho 
wicked  and  their  posterity,  and  ap- 
plies tho  whole  of  his  remarks  to  Job 
whom  he  threatens  with  a  ruinous 
end.  Job  answers  this  as  he  had  ans- 
wered the  former  speech  of  Bildad. 
He  complains  severely  of  the  cruelty 
of  his  friends,  and  in  a  very  pathetic 
manner,  laments  his  sufferings,  com- 
plains of  his  being  forsaken  by  his 
relatives  and  friends,  and  oven  by  hi- 
;o.wn  wife.    After  .detailing  his  suffer- 


ings in  a  touching  manner,  he  calls 
upon  his  friends  for  pity  and  com- 
passion. He  expresses  his  hope  in 
the  glorious  doctrine  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  closes  with  a  warning  to  his 
persecutors  to  desist,  lest  the  judg- 
ments of  God  fall  upon  them. 

In  the  twenty-fifth  chapter,  Bildad 
closes  his  address  to  Job.  This  speech, 
though  very  short,  is  more  creditable 
to  him  than  either  of  the  others.  In 
it  ho  celebrates  the  greatness  and 
goodness  of  the  Divine  Being,  and 
his  infinite  purity. 

The  Almighty  called  Bildad,  with 
his  companions;  to  an  account  for  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  treatect 
Job,  and  iu  which  they  had  spoken  of 
him.  Job  xlii:  7.  "My  wrath  is 
kindled  against  theo,  and  against  thy 
two  friends,  for  ye  have  not  spoken  ■of 
me  the  thing  that  is  right,  as  my 
servant  Job  hath."  They  were  then 
commanded  to  go  together  to  Job,  and 
recognize  him  in  bis  (rue  character  as 
a  servant  of  the  Most  High  God,  and 
through  him  as  a  patriarchal  priest, 
make  a  burnt  offering,  and  accompany 
it  with  prayers  and  intercession. 

Job  was  to  make  their  offering  and 
pray  for  them.  He  did  this  for  his 
sons  before  they  died.  1st  chapter 
5th  verse,  "Job  sent  and  sanctified 
them,  aud  rose  up  early  in  the  morn- 
ing and  offered  burnt  offerings  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  them  all." 

jjildad  and  his  two  friends  made 
preparations,  offered  their  seven  bul- 
locks and  seven  rams.  God  accepted 
the  sacrifice,  and  heard  the  inter- 
on  of  Job  in  their  behalf,  and 
foTgave  them. 

BILGAH— [Bil-gah.] 

Was  one  of  the  priests  appointed  by 
David  when  he  divided  them  into 
twenty-four  orders.  His  Jot  was  tho 
fifteenth.    1st  Chron.  xxiv:  1-1 

BILIIAH— [Bil'hahJ 

Bit, HAH  was  the  handmaid  of 
Rachel.  Upon  .Rachel's  marriage  it  is 
said.  Gen.  xsix:  29,  "  Lahan  gave  to 
Rachel  his  daughter,  Bilhah  his  hand- 
maid to  be  her  maid.''  When  Rachel 
saw  that  she  "was  not  blessed  with  chil- 
dren, as  was  her  sister  Leah,  she  gave 
him  Bilhah  her  maid  to  be  his  wife, 
and  when  Bilhah  bare  children  Rachel 
claimed  them  as  her  children, .  This 
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woman  was  the  mother  of  two  of  Ja- 
cob's sons  that  became  heads  of  pow- 
erful tribes.  It  is  thought  by  some 
that  after  Rachel  died  Jacob  loved 
Bilhah  more  than  he  loved  Leah  or 
Leah's  maid,  who  was  also  given  him 
to  wife,  and  that  Reuben,  the  eldest 
of  Jacob's  suns,  became  enraged  at 
this.  Being1  in  sympathy  and  feeling 
With  his  mother  Leah,  he  committed 
sin  offense  agniniit  Bilhah,  viz:  that  of 
overturning  her  bed —not of  incest,  as 
Is  generally  understood  by  Genesis, 


BILHAN— [Bil'hau.] 

Was  the  son  of  Ezcr  and  the  grand- 
son of  Seir  the  Horite.  Genesis, 
xxxvi:  27. 

BILSHAN. 

Was  one  of  Zerubbabel's  companions 
on  liis  expedition  from  Babylon.  Ezra 
ii:  2. 

BIMHAL. 

Wasoneofthcsonsof  Japhlet  in  the 
time  of  Asher.     1st  Chron.  vii ;  33; 

BINEA-[Bin'-e-a..] 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Moza,  and  a 
descendant  of  Saul.     1st  Ohron.  viii : 


BINNUI,  1— [Bin'-mi-i.] 

Was  a  Levite,  and  the  father  of  No- 
adiah  in  Ezra's  time.     Ezra  viii :  33. 

BINNUI,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  ^msof'I'aliat.h-uiiial), 
who  had  taken  a  foreign  wife.  Ezra  s : 
30. 

BINNUI.  3.. 

Was  a  Levite,  son  of  Henadad,  who 
assisted  in  repairing  the  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem under  Nehemiah.  Neb.  iii :  24, 
and  x :  9,  and  xii :  8. 

BIRSHA— /«.  evil,  son  that  beholds. 

Was  the  king  of  Gomorrah  at  the 
time  the  confederate  kings  made  war 
upon  the  cities  of  the  plain.  lie,  in 
company  with  the  kings  of  Sodom,  Ad- 
ma!*,  Zeboiim,  and  Zoar  made  a  stand 
for  battle  against  the  confederates  in 
the  vale  of  Siddim,  and  they  were 
routed,  destroyed,  and  taken  by  the 
enemy,  and  their  cities  pillaged.    Gen. 


iOJ  BOA 

BISHLAM. 

Seems  to  have  been  an  officer  of  Ar- 
taxerxes  in  Palestine  at  the  time  of  the 
.return  of  Zerubbabcl  from  captivity. 
Ezraiv:  7. 

BITHIAH— [Bith-i/ah,]!  daughter  of 
the  Lord. 
This  person  is  represented  as  the 
daughter  of  Pharoah.  Some  think  that 
this  was  the  name  of  the  princess  who 
rescued  Moses  when  an  infant,  and 
who,  it  is  thought,  afterwards  became 
a  convert  to  the  Israelite  faith,  and, 
married  lim  whose  name  is  recorded  as 
Mered.     1st  Ohron.  iv :  18. 

BLASTUS—  [Bhrtna,]    one  Oat 

sprouts  and  brings  forth. 
BlAbtus  was  the  chamberlain  of 
King_  Herod  Agrinpa.  Acts,  xii:20- 
The  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  had 
offended  Herod  until  he  was  very 
greatly  displeased  ivith  them.  They 
were  quite  anxious  to  have  the  differ- 
ence between  them  and  the  king  made 
up.  la  order  to  effect  a.  ra:onciii:itii)ii. 
they  made  Blastus  their  friend,  and  so 
secured  bis  influence  with  Herod  in 
their  favor ;  and  the  king  granted  the 
deputation  an  interview  with  him,  that 
they  migit  make  their  concessions  and 
express  their  desire  for  peace. 

BOANERGES  —  [  Bo-a-ner'gez,]  the 
son-t  of  thunder ;  James  and  John, 
the  sons,  of  Zehedee. 
Boanerges  was  a  name  given  by 
Jesus  to  James  and  John.  Mark,  iii : 
17 :  "  And  he  surnamed  them  Boaner- 
ges, which  is,  the  sons  of  thunder." 
Why  Jesus  gave  tfiese  two  disciples, 
this  name  is  not  known;  some  have 
thought  it  was  because  of  their  manner 
of  teaching  or  preaching, — others  think 
it  was  because  they  wanted  the  Savior 
to  bring  firo  down  from  heaven  to  burn 
up  and  destroy  some  Samaritan  cities 
that  refused  to  let  them  remain  in  then: 
to  preach.  The  account  is  given  in 
Luke,  is:  53,  54:  "Lord,  wilt  thou 
that  we  command  fire  to  come  down 
from  heaven  and  consume  them,  even 
asEliasdid?" 

BOAZ—  [Bo'-azJ  in  strength,  in  the 

Boaz  was  the  son  of  Salmon.  Ruth, 
iv :  21.  And  from  Matt,  i :  5,  we  learn 
that  Bachab  or ■  Rabat  was  Salmon's; 
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wife,  and  the  mother  of  Boaz.  This 
Eahah  was  probably  the  harlot,  a  Ca- 
uaaaite  of  the  city  of  Jericho.  She-en- 
tertained the  spies  that  Joshua  sent, 
and  with  whom  they  entered  into  a  cov- 
enant which  Joshua  recognized  and 
faithfully  observed  when  he  conquered 
the  city.  Salmon  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  hence  Boaz  was  in  the  line  of 
Judah  to  Christ  The  book  of  Rnth 
closes  up  with  the  genealogy  of  David, 
from  Pharez  tho  son  of  Judah.  That 
genealogy  shows  David  to  have  been 
tho  ju'cai.  iiT.iucl-son  of  .Boas.  Boaz  was 
a  kinsman  of  Elivneleeh.  The  widowed 
and  childless  Naomi,  who  returned 
from  the  country  of  Moah  with  her 
daughter-in-law  Bulb,  thought  of  him 
and  spoke  of  him  to  Ruth.  What  the 
relationship  was  we  are  not  informed, 
hut  probably  he  was  a  nephew.  Boaz 
wa-j  iin  extensive  cultivator  of  tho  soil 
quite  likely  a  very  wealthy  man.  Ruth 
proposed  to  go  and  glean  ears  of  corn, 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
Naomi  she  wont.  She  fortunately,  or 
we  might  say  providentially  was  led  to 
the  part  of  the  field  belonging  to  Boaz. 
Ho  came  into  tho  field  and  observed 
her  gleaning,  and  addressing  himself 
to  the  reri.pere,  boasted,  "Whose  dam- 
sel is  this'?"  The  servant  told  him 
who  it  was,  and  that  she  had  made  the 
request  to  glean  among  the 
and  thai,  he  kit!  allowed  her.  .  . 
proved  of  thifi  and  very  likely 
mended  his  servant.  He  addi 
himself  in  kind  words  to  her,  "Heareat 
thou  not  my  daughter,  go  not  to  glean 
In  another  iicld,  neither  go  from  hence, 
but  abide  here  fast  by  my  maidens," 
&c.  Euth  felt  herself  greatly  honored 
by  this  kindness,  and  would  probably 
have  felt  more  so  at  that  time,  had  she 
known  that  her  appearance  and  conduct 
had  already  very  considerably  won  upon 
the  feelings  of  Boas.  That  she  had 
done  so  is  evident  in  that  ho  extended 
his  favors  still  further.  He  said  to  her, 
"At  meal  time  come  thou  hither  and 
eat  of  tho  bread  and  dip  thy  morsel  in 
the  vinegar.  And  she  sat  beside  the 
reapers,  and  he  reached  her  parched  corn 
and  she  did  eat  and  was  sufficed  and  left, " 
But  his  exproswnn  of  feel  his  did  not 
stop  even  there.  He  commanded  (" 
young  man  to  give  her  the  privilege 
gleaning  among  the  sheaves  without 
check  or  reproach.  This  was  not  al- 
lowed to  other  gleaners ;  they  could  not 


glean  until  the  sheaves  were  all  bound, 
and  the  shocks  set  up.  But  he  bade 
the  reapers  to  let  some  handfuls  fall  on 
purpose  for  her,  and  they  did  so,  and 
she  threshed  out  what  she  had  gleaned 
during  the  day,  and  took  it  to  Naomi. 
It  was  an  Ephah,  or  a  little  more  than 
seven  gallons  and  a  half.  She  narrated 
the  kindness  of  Boaz,  and  Naomi 
ight  it  a  very  favorable  omen.  It 
not  Inn.™  until  Boita  obligated  ]i 'in- 
to take  .Rmh  to  be  lils  wife,  unless 
arcr  kinsman  that  he  knew  of  would 
t  the  requirements  of  the  Jewish 
and  wed  her.  He  went  through 
.__..  form  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not 
this  kinsman  would  take  her,  all  the 
time  hoping  he  would  not,  for  Boaz  had 
"  to  love  the  amiable,  accom- 
and  industrious  lli.il]] .  and  really 
desired  her  as  his  own  wife.  The  mat- 
ter ended  as  he  desired,  and  Boaz  be- 
came the  husband  of  Ruth.  Their 
marriage  was  honorable,  and  their  union 
was  happy.  Though  Euth  was  a  Mo- 
abite,  and  tho  Moabito  men  were  not 
allowed,  even  to  the  tenth  generation 
to  come  into  the  congregation  of  the 
Lord,  she  had  been  received  and  in- 
corporated into  an  Israelite  family  as 
the  wife  of  Mahlon.  She  had  left  her 
own  country,  and  people,  and  gods,  and 
had  become  a  proselyte  to  the  Jewish 
faith,  and  a  worshipper  of  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 


Bohan  was  a  noted  Eeubenite,  who 
did,  it  is  supposed,  some  wonderful 
exploits  during  the  time  of  the  war 
for  the  conquest  of  Canaan ;  hut  wdiat 
those  exploits  were  we  are  not  in- 
formed. There  was  a  stone  reared  to 
perpetuate  his  name  somewhere  near 
the  line  dividing  Benjamin  and  Ju- 
dali's  possessions.  In  Joshua  xv:  6, 
it  is  said,  "  tho  border  went  up  to  the 
stone  of  Bohan  tho  son  of  Reuben." 
The  stone  marked  the  event  or  events 
it  was  intended  to  commemorate,  as 
the  stone  of  Jacob  set  up  at  Bethel 
marked  that  particular  point  in 
Jacobs  history. 

BUKKI-[Buk'ki.l 

Was  the  son  of  Jogli,  of  the  tribe 
of  Dan,  and  was  one  of  the  princes 
that  assisted  Joshua  and  Eleazer  in 
dividing  the  land  of  Canaan  among 
the  tribes  of  Israel.    Num.  xxxiv:  22. 
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BTJKKIAH— [Bukki'-ah.] 


when  the  lots  were  cast  and  the  sing- 
ers were  divided  into  twenty-four 
courses,  the  sixth  lot  came  to  him. 
1st  Chron.  xxv:  13. 

liUZi— Despised,  plundered. 

He  was  one  of  the  eons  of  Nahor. 
byMilcah.  Gen.  xxii :  21.  Elihu, 
who  reasoned  very  sensibly  with  Job. 
w:i8pTobal.)lv:i  descendant  of  Buz,  the 
son  of  Nahor.  lie  is  called  Elihu  the 
Buzitc.  His  posterity,  it  is  likely, 
dwelt  in  Arabia,  and  were,  among' those 
who  were  sorely  distressed  and  carried 
into  captivity  by  Xobuehadiie/.ja.)',-  fh<i 
king  of  Babylon.  Jeremiah  prophe- 
sies of  the  utter  overthrow  of  the 
Arabian  kings,  and  of  the  kings  of 
the  "  mingled  people  that  dwelt  in  the 
desert."    Jer.  xxv:  24. 

BUZI— [Bir'ssl,]  w.y  con/iuup!-. 


pMN-[K£n,-]  possession. 
\J  Cain  was  the  eldest  son  of  Adam, 
the  first  one  bom  into  our  world.  He 
was  first  an  infant,  then  a  child  of 
days,  then  a  youth,  and  afterwards  a 
man  full  grown, — the  first,  one  that 
passed  through  the  earlier  stages  of  life 
tip  to  manhood ;  for  Adam  and  Eve, 
the  father  and  mother  of  the  human 
family,  were  created  of  full  stature. 
When  Cain  was  bora  his  mother  looked 
with  joy  upon  liina,  and  exclaimed,  "  I 
have  gotten  a  man  from  the  Lord." 
She  had  often  thought  of  the  curse  pro- 
nounced upon  the  Serpent,  and  of  the 
promised  seed  that  should  bruise  the 
head  of  the  Serpent,  and  probably 
thought,  as  she  looked  upon  her  infant, 
Cain,  and  pressed  him  to  her  bosom 
with  the  fond  feelings  ef  a  mother, 
This  is  the  promised  seed.  She  sawic 
her  little  babe  the  beginning  of  the  in- 
crease of  tho  family  of  man. 

It  is  supposedly  many  that  Cair 
and  Abel  were  twin  brothers,  but  Cain 
was  the  oldest.  The  two  brothers  grew 
up  together  and  chose  different  employ- 
ments. Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground, 
while  his  brother  was  a  keeper  of  sheep. 
At  a  particular  season  of  the  year  Cain 


brought  an  offering  of  the  first  fruits  of 
the  ground  to  tho  Lord,  and  Abel 
brought  also  an  offering.  His  was  the 
firstling  of  his  flock.  There  was  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  spirit  and  feeling, 
or  in  tho  character  of  the  offering  Cam 
made— probably  he  had  an  unbelieving 
and  wicked  heart — and  God  was  not 
pleased  with  it.  He  gave  Cain  no  mark 
or  token  of  approbation,  but  on  the 
contrary  was  displeased.  "  Unto  Cain 
and  to  lifs  offering  he  had  not  respect." 
Abel's  offering  was  accepted,  and  Cain 
was  enraged.  Ho  could  not  beaT  the 
idea  of  his  brother  being  preferred  to 
him.  His  wicked  heart  recoiled  at  the 
idea  of  his  brother  Abel  being  desig- 
nated thus  the  favorite  of  God,  the  dar- 
ling of  heaven.  Ho  indulged  in  a  surly, 
wicked  temper,  and  very  likely  in  a  sul- 
len and  disagreeable  countenance  and 
demeanor.  God  saw  it  andrcproved 
him,  and  expostulated  with  him  in  ten- 
der and  affectionate  language.  Oh  I 
what  an  exhibition  does  the  language 
give  of  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God 
to  a  transgressor !  Gen.  iv:6,  7:  "And 
the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,' Why  art  thou 
wroth?  and  why  is  thy  countenance 
fallen  ?  If  thou  doest  well  shalt  thou 
not  be  accepted  ?  and  if  thou  doest  not 
well,  sin  lieth  at  the  door :  and  unto 
theo  shall  be  his  desire,  and  thou  shalt 
rule  over  him."  In  this  last  sentence, 
the  Lord  would  havo  Cain  remember 
that  ho  was  the  oldest,  and  should  ever 
have  the  right  of  primogeniture  if  his 
conduct  was  proper  and  right,  such  as 
he  could  approve.  But  the  anger  of 
Cain  was  not  allayed ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  waxed  worse  and  worse,  until  in  his 
heart  he  meditated  the  murder  of  Abe!. 
Soon  an  opportunity  was  afforded,  and 
his  murderous  feelings,  that  had  rip- 

awl   mil)   nailed     ]ir(r'i.i:jpe,   led    lii:ii    io 

tho  cruel  act.  "He  rose  up  against 
Abel  his  brother,  and  slew  him."  Soon 
the  Almighty  clearly  convinced  him 
that  his  sin  was  discovered.  He 
charged  the  death  of  Abel  upon  him, 
and  assured  him  that  he  would  hold 
him  accountable  for  the  horrid  deed. 
"Thy  brother's  blood  crieth  unto  me 
from  the  ground."  And  then  the  Hi- 
vine  Being  adds,  in  order  to  strike  con- 
viction to  the  guilty  soul  of  tho  mur- 
derer still  more  keenly,  and  give  him  to 
realize  his  condition  and  peril,  "And 
now  art  thou  cursed  from  the  earth, 
which  hath  opened  her  mouth  to  re- 
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csive  thy  brother's  Mood  from  thy 
hand.  When  thou  tillest  the  ground, 
it  Khali  not  henceforth  yield  unto  thee 
her  strength ;  a  fugitive  and  a  vaga- 
bond shalt  thou  be  in  the  earth."  The 
divine  threatening  seems  to  come  upon 
him  stronger  and  stronger— the  lashings 
of  his  guilty  conscience  are  more  and 
more  severe — and  in  agony  ho  cries  out, 
'"  My  punishment  is  greater  than  I  can 
bear."  He  contemplated  the  import 
of  the  curse  as  it  had  just  fallen  upon 
his  ear  and  heart  from  the  mouth  of 
the  God  against  whom  he  had  sinned, 
and  he  exclaimed,  under  the  most  in- 
tense feeling,  "Behold,  thou  hast 
driven  me  out  this  day  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  ;  and  from  thy  face  shall  I 
be  hid  ;  and  I  shall  ho  a  fugitive  and  a 
vagabond  in  the  earth;  and  it  shall 
come  to  pass  that  everyone  that  find- 
cth  me  Khali  slay  me." 

We  may  suppose  from  this  language 
that  Cain  repented  of  his  Bin — was  truly 
sorry  that  lie  had  been  so  vile  and 
heartless— and  was  willing  openly  to 
acknowledge  to  his  distressed  parents 
and  the  entire  family  how  wicked  he 
had  been ;  and  it  would  scorn  that  the 
Almighty,  in  "setting  a  mark  upon 
him,  lest  any  finding  him  should  kill 
him,"  or  giving  him  a  sign  or  token 
that  his  life  should  not  be  taken,  recog- 
nized his  repentance.  We  may  reason- 
ably suppose  that  Cain  abhorred  the 
deed,  and  himself  for  its  commission. 
Though  lie  could  not  restore  the  life  he 
had  taken,  he  freely  confessed  his  guilt 
and  never  afterwards  committed  so  bar- 
barons  an  act. 

Tie  went  and  dwelt  in  the  land  of 
Nod.  This  was  a  region  of  country  ly- 
ing cast  of  Eden.  While  he  dwelt  in 
Nod  his  son  Enoch  was  born.  He 
seems  to  have  dedicated  that  son  to 
God,  which  is  certainly  some  proof  of 
his  repentance.  He  built  a  city  there 
and  called  it  after  the  name  of  his  son  ; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  Enoch  minis- 
tered  in  the  sacred  office  of  Patriarchal 
Priest  for  the  family  of  Cain,  it  being 
understood  that  Cain  was  forever  ex- 
cluded from  that  office  because  of  his 
crime  in  the  murder  of  Abel.  His  fam- 
ily increased  and  was  blessed  of  God, 
for  a  host  of  very  honorable  men  in  the 
early  patriarchal  times  trace  their  gen- 
ealogy to  him,  and  amongst  them  were 
the  iivst  ailista  and  musicians.  Gen.  iv. 


OAINAN— [Ka'-nan,]  j 
that  laments. 
Cainan  was  the  son  of  Enoch  and 
the  father  of  Mahalaleel.  Gen.  v : 
!J, 11.  Ho  was  seventy  years  old  when 
Mahalaleel  was  born  unto  iiim,  and 
lived  after  that  eight  hundred  and 
forty  years,  so  that  his  whole  life  v. 
-;ie  hundred  and  tor  "*=-■■       ■'  ■ 

'erred  to  in  Adam'i 
..  1st  Chron.  i:  2;  £_,  _. 
enealogy  of  Christ  as  given  by  St. 
juke,  iii :  37. 

CAIPHAS— [Ka'-a-fas,]  a  searcher. 
Caihias,  the  son-in-law  of  Annas, 
is  high  priest  of  the   Jews  when 
jsiis  was  put  to  death.     He  suc- 
:cdcd  Simon,   the  son   of  Camith, 
about  the  year  of  our  Savior,  25,  and 
continued  until  after  the  crucifixion 
of  Christ.     He  did  not,  however,  en- 
joy tho  dignity  long  after  this,  for  he 
was  deposed,  according  to  Jewish  his- 
tory, by  VitelluB,  governor  of  Syria, 
two  year;!  afterward. 

He  uttered  a  strange  prediction 
when  he  was  fir;;!,  brought  to  our  view. 
The  priests  had  been  deliberating  on 
the  subject  of  seizing  and  delivering 
Christ  to  death.  They,  with  the 
Pharisees,  were  sorely  vexed  because 
Jesus  had  raised  Lazarus  from  the 
dead.  In  the  prediction  to  which  I 
refer  he  seems  to  upbraid  them  for 
their  stupidity,  and  declares  that  there 
is  no  room  for  contention  or  debate. 
John  si :  49, 50 :  "And  one  of  them, 
named  Caiphas,  being  the  high  priest 
that  same  year,  said  unto  them,  To 
know  nothing  at  all ;  nor  consider  that 
it  is  expedient  for  us  that  one  man 
should  die  for  tho  people,  and  that 
the  whole  nation  perish  not."    • 

We  might  judge  from  this  language 
that  some  of  tho  council  of  priests 
apprehended  Koine  danger  in  attempt- 
ing to  take,  condemn,  and  deliver  to 
death,  a  man  who  was  innocent  so  far 
as  they  knew,  and  who  performed 
such  wonderful  miracles — whose 
whole  conduct  being  closely  scanned 
by  their  jealous,  Jewish  brethren,  pre- 
sented no  grounds  for  accusation 
against  him.  He  seems  to  reprove 
them  for  their  ignorance — "  Ye  know 
nothing  at  all."     The  plea  hethon 

§  resents  in  favor  of  putting  Christ  to 
eatli  may  be  looked  upon  as  a.  plea 
of  political  expediency — that  it  was 
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better  for  their  nation  that  an  inno- 
cent man  be  judged  without  lav/  and 
put  to  death  than  that  their  whole 
nation  be  destroyed.  This  language 
of  Caiphas  is  declared  to  bo  a  proph- 
ecy that  Jesus  should  die  for  their 
nation.  Though  the  high  priest  said 
it  from  a  principle  of  human  policy, 
yet  the  Almighty  overruled  it.  These 
words  weregiven  as  an  important  pre- 
diction of  Christ's  meritorious  death 
and  his  "gathering  together  into  one 
(church)  the  children  of  God  that, 
were  scattered  abroad," 

When  Jesus  was  betrayed  by  Judas 
Iscariot  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies 
in  the  garden,  they  took  him  before 
Annas,  a  former  high  priest ;  but  An- 
nas, who  probably  lived  in  the  same 
house  with  Caiphas,  the  acting  high 
priest,  refused  to  judge  him,  and  sent 
him  into  the  apartment  of  Caiphas, 
John,  xyiii:24:  "Now.  Annas  had 
sent  him  bound  unto  Caiphas,  the 
]j!/:h  iivicvt." 

Christie  brought  into  t^0  presence 
of  this  high  functionary,  and  the  trial 
commenced.  Those  that  wove  to  paws 
judgment  in  the  case  were  all  enemies 
of  the  accused.  They  wore  the  priesta 
and  doctors  of  the  law.  They  brought 
the  charge,  and  supported  it,  or  en- 
deavored to  do  so,  with  the  deposi- 
tions anil  oral  evidence  of  false  wit- 
nesses. .Matthew  tells  us,  xxvi:  59, 
50:  "The  council  sought  false  wit- 
ness against  Jesus  to  put  him  to 
death ;  but  found  none.  Yea.  though 
many  false  witnesses  came,  yet  found 
they  none.  At  last  came  two  false 
witnesses."  These  two  witnesses  went 
on  to  testify  against  Christ— -that  he 
had  spoken  against  the  temple.  But 
there  was  nothing  in  this  evidence 
sufficient  to  condemn  him,  and  he  re- 
mained all  the  while  silent.  Caiphas, 
the  high  priest,  was  dissatisfied  with 
his  silence,  and,  rising  in  a  passion, 
he  demanded  of  the  innocent  Jesus, 
under  oath,  an  answer  to  the  question : 
"Art  thou  the  Christ,  the  son  of 
God?"  The  language  of  Ca,ipha;j  was : 
"I  adjure  thee,  by  the  living  God, 
that  thou  tell  us  whether  thou  be  the 
Christ,  the  son  of  God."  Jesus,  with- 
out hesitancy,  said:  "Thou  hast 
said  " — that  is  to  say,  I  am.  As  soon 
as  this  answer  was  given,  Caiphas 
"  rent  his  clothes,''  to  .signify  his  huv- 
i'or  at  the  blasphemy,  as  he  considered 


it  of  Jesus  in  churning  to  bo  the  son 
of  God.  Caiphas,  turning  to  the 
priest:;  and  doctors  of  the  law,  said  : 

What  need  have  we  of  further  wit- 
ness? Behold,  now,  yc  have  heard 
bis  blasphemy."  And,  waxing  still 
hotter  in  his  opposition  end  hatred  to 
the  innocent  Jesus,  he  said :  "  What 
think  yc  ?"  They  answered  and  said : 
"  He  is  guilty  of  death."  And  then, 
in  the  presence  of  Caiphas,  they  began 
the  most  disgraceful  conduct  toward 
Jesus.  They  spit,  into  his  face,  and 
bufi'ethim,  or  strike  with  the  clenched 
list;  and  they  smote  him  with  the 
palm  of  the  hand,  and  they  derided, 
and  scoffed,  and  mocked  him  because 
of  his  pretensions  as  Messiah.  They 
said :  "  Prophesy  unto  us,  thou  Christ, 
Who  is  he  that  smote  thee?" 

Caiphas  taw  all  this  and  did  not  re- 
buke it.  Had  they  possessed  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  they  would 
at  once  have  put  Christ  to  the  most 
cruel  torture  and  death ;  but  they  had 
not.  Hence,  under  the  direction  of 
Oaipbas,  Christ,  was  taken  to  Pontius 
Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  that  ho 
might  confirm  their  sentence,  and  or- 
der the  condemned  Jesus  to  he  exe- 
cuted. 

Wo  wonder  that  the  God  of  Tlcf.vcn 
did  not  allow  this  wicked  high  priest 
to  enjoy  much  longer  the  honors  of 
that  honorable  office.  Matt,  xxvi 
57-66;  Luke,  x:v,i  :  ij-i-fi!);  Mart,  ;;iv 
53-64;  John,  xviii:  13-28;  Acts,  v 
27-32. 

CALEB  1— [Kaleb,]  a  dog,  a  crow 


Caleb  was  the  son  of  Jephunceh, 
and  the  one  that  was  selected  Dy  Moses 
from  the  tribe  of  Judah  to  go  to  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  view  it  and  bring 
Israel  back  word  as  to  the  country  thai 
bad  been  promised  unto  them  by  the 
God  of  their  fathers,  as  the  land  of 
their  possession. 

There  were  twelve  selected  and  de- 
puted by  Moses  to  examine  tliecountry 
and  the  deputation  consisted  of  one 
from  each  tribe.  Kum.xiii:  2.  "Send 
thou  men  that  they  may  search  the 
land  of  Canaan  which  I  give  unto  the 
children,  of  Israel,  of  every  tribe  of 
their  fathers  shall  ye  send  a  man,  every 
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man  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.  They  were 
nil  men  of  consideration  and  importance 
in  their  respective  tribca.     These  went 

into  Canaan  and  traversed  the  county 
in  every  direction.  They  did  not  satisfy 
themselves  with  viewing  a,  locality  or 
two,  but  they  traveled  through  (he 
country  and  observed  its  inhabitant. 
They  visited  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  saw  that  it  was  a  land 
"flowing  with  milk  and  honey." 

Afc  Eschol  they  cut  down  a  large 
cluster  of  grapes  and  carried  it  between 
two  of  them  on  a  staff,  and  they  said  to 
their  brethren  when  they  returned 
"  (his  is  i.h<;  frail,  of  Llio  land." 

The  Israelites  looked  with  wonder 
and  astonishment  at  it,  and  began  to 
long  fin"  their  promised  inheritance  in 
Canaan.  But  their  ardor  and  anxiety 
was  cooled  by  ten  of  the  company 
uniting  in  Baying.  Num.  xiii :  28. 
"  JNovGrlJio'ewi  the  people  be  strong 
that  dwell  in  the  land,  and  the  cities 
arc  walled,  and  very  great  and  moreover 
we  saw  the  children  of  Anal;  there." 
They  then  went  on  to  tell  them  of  the 
strong  nations  that  inhabited  the  south 

Sari,  of  the  laud,  and  then  of  those  that 
welt  in  the  mountains,  and  by  the  sea 
and  by  the  coast  of  Jordan.  When  the 
people  were  dispirited  by  this  presen- 
tation of  the  case  Caleb  stood  up  and 
if  he  did  not  openly  contradict  the 
report  he  joined  issue  with  the  ten  spies. 
Their  report  was  as  though  they  had 
said,  we  can  not  tako  the  land.  If  we 
do  not  give  up  the  idea,  but  prosecute 
our  purpose  wo  shall  all  be  slain, 
l:  Cii.leb  stilled  the  people  before  Moses 
and  said:  Let  us  go  "up  at  once  and 
posses  it  for  we  are  well  able  to  over- 
come it.  '  Then  the  ten  spies  openly 
contradicted  Caleb,  for  they  said,  "  wc 
be  not  able  to  go  up  against  the  people 
for  they  be  stronger  than  we."  And 
then  they  reiterated  what  thoy  had 
said  before.  And  as  they  represented 
the  sons  of  Anak  "which  come  of  the 
giants,"  the;;  declared  "we  were  as 
grasshoppers  in  our  own  sight,  and  so 
we  were  in  their  sight.  The  impression 
made  upon  their  minds  by  this  evil  re- 
port net  withstanding  the  efforts  of 
Caleb  and  Joshua  led  all  the  congrega- 
tion of  Israel  to  rebel.  "They  lifted 
up  their  voices  and  cried  and  wept  all 
nUt." 

They  proposed  to  elect  for  them- 
selves a  captain  to  take  them  back 


into  the  land  of  Egypt.  At  this 
Moses  and  Aaron  were  greatly 
wounded.  They  felt  that  the  people 
they  were  leading  were  committing  a 
great  sin  against  God,  and  they  feared 
the  result.  "  They  fell  on  their  faces 
before  all  the  assembly  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel."  They  were  horror- 
stricken  at  the  rebellion.  Joshua 
and  Caleb  came  in  at  this  point  with 
their  defense  before  all  the  nmrmer- 
ing  people.  They  said,  "the  laud 
which  we  passed  through  to  search  it, 
is  an  exceedingly  good  land.  If  the 
Lord  delight  in  us,  then  he  will  bring 
us  into  this  laud  and  give  it  us ;  a 
land  which  floweth  with  milk  and 
honey.  Only  rebel  ye  not  against  the 
Lore!,  neither  fear  ye  the  people  of 
the  land;  for  they  are  bread  for  ne: 
their  defense  is  parted  from  them,  and 
the  Lord  is  with  ua ;  fear  them  not." 
In  the  stead  of  this  address  in  de- 
fense stilling  the  tumult  and  rebellion, 
it  only  incensed  them  more  and  more, 
insomuch  that  they  were  about  to 
stone  them  with  stones.  It  would 
seem  from  history,  that  had  not  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shone,  and  so  ar- 
rested the  attention  of  the  rebels,  they 
would  have  put  Caleb  and  Joshua  to 
death.  But  God  had  determined  it 
otherwise,  and  soon  his  det.ermiitai.iou 
was  made  known.  God  declared  that 
their  carcasses  should  fall  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  not  one  of  those  mur- 
murcrs  should  enter  Canaan,  whilo 
Caleb,  the  son  of  Jephunneh,  and 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  should  enter 
it,  and  enjoy  possession.  This  promise 
may  be  looked  upon  as  a  reward  for 
their  faithfulness  to  God,  and  their 
fidelity  to  the  nation,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  their  ten  com- 
panions in  the  beginning  of  the  plague 
that  broke  out  in  Israel,  were  struck 
dead  ou  the  spot.  There  is  a  passage 
regard  intc  Caleb,  worthy  of  remark, 
God  said,  Num.  xiv:  24,  "But  my 
servant  Caleb,  because  he  had  another 
spirit  with  him,  and  hath  followed  me 
fully,  him  will  I  bring  into  the  land 
whereinto  he  went,  and  his  seed  shall 
possess  it."  By  this  wc  may  under- 
stand that  Caleb  had  natural  and 
moral  courage— a  noble  and  heroic 
spirit;  but  more  than  that,  the  spirit 
and  influence  of  God  was  upon  Trim, 
and  with  him.  This  faith  was  so 
strong  in  God's  ability  and  willing- 
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ncss  to  give  item  the  loud,  that  there 
was  no  room  for  doubt  or  distrust. 

When  Joshua  had  entered  th 
promised  iand,  and  conquered  a  goo'._ 
part  of  it,  and  was  about  to  divide  it 
by  lot  among  the  tribes  of  Israel, 
Caleb  made  a  petition  to  him  to  have 
a  certain  part  of  the  country  allotted 
to  him. 

In  the  14th  chapter  of  the  book  of 
Joshua,  we  have  the  petition  of  Caleb. 
In  it  he  refers  to  the  circumstances  of 
his  being  selected  as  one  of  the  spies, 
of  !ii;.,  following  the  eoiimiafidment  of  tho 
Lord  in  his  report,  while  his  brethren 
intimidated  and  frightened  the  people. 
He  referred  to  his  age  at  the  tune  he 
was  sent  out  as  a  spy,  v$s:  forty,  the 
years  that  rolled  away  since  that  time, 
viz:  forty-five;  but  though  he  was 
eighty-five  years  old,  yet  ho  was  strong 
as  when  forty — that  he  was  as  able 
now  for  war,  as  he  was  then.  He  pre- 
cedes his  petition  for  a  particular  local- 
ity with  the  above,  and  being  desirous 
of  that  particular  locality  for  an  inherit- 
ance. Ho  says,  Josh,  xiv:  12,  "Now, 
therefore,  give  mo  the  mountain 
whereof  the  Lord  spake  in  that  day ; 
for  thou  heardst  in  that  day,  how  the 
Anakins  were  there,  and  that  the  cities 


drive  them  out,  as  the  Lord  said."  As 
though  ho  had  said,  though  I  am  eighty 
and  five  years  old,  1  have  no  desire  to 
sit  down  and  do  nothing  in  the  further 
conquest  of  the  country.  On  the  con- 
trary I  am  willing  to  fight,  and  so  drive 
out  tlie  Anakins.  these  iTianta  who 
frightened  the  people.  I  am  as  able 
and  as  willing  to  do  it  as  I  was  when  I 
urged  the  children  of  Israel,  in  the 
rebellion,  to  go  up  and  possess  the  land. 
So  Joshua  gave  Caleb  Hebron  for  his 
inheritance.  The  very  place  whore 
Arba,  tho  father  of  the  Ana-kins,  dwelt, 
or  the  country  that  was  inhabited  by 
tho  giants. 

Caleb  entered  at  once  upon  the  con- 
quest of  his  inheritance.  Ho  warred 
with  the  three  sons  of  Anak,  and  drove 
them  out.  He  gave  his  daughter 
Achsah,  to  Otlmiel,  his  nephew,  to 
wife,  as  a  reward  for  taking  in  war  Kir- 
jath  Seper,  with  a  considerable  amount 
f  property.    He  gave  him  the  south 


portion  of  tho  territory  included  in  liis 
own  possession. 

We  cannot  learn  from  the  scripture 
account  of  Caleb,  the  time  of  his  death, 
or  the  manner  of  it.  As  long  as  he 
lived,  wo  doubt  not,  he  continued  a 
faithful  servant  of  tho  most  high  G-od, 
and  when  be  died,  he  left  behind  him 
sons  who  were  an  honor  to  him  as  their 
father,  and  the  posterity  became  very 
numerous,  maintaining  for  ages  an  hon- 
orable rank  among  tho  people  of  Israel. 
Tho  names  of  Caleb's  descendants  are 
given  in  1st  Clironieles,  iv  :  15-20. 

CALEB  2  — A  dog,  a  crow,  a  basket 

Caleb  was  the  son  of  Hezron,  a  n  d 

tho   brother  of  Jorahmccl.      In    1st 

Chronicles,  ii:  'J,  ho  is  called  Olirilubai, 
but  in  the  J  8th  verse,  he  is  called  Caleb, 
the  son  of  Hearon;  as,  also,  in  the  4-2.a 

that  he  had  several  wives.  Azukdi, 
Jcrioth,  Ephrat h,  Ephah  and  Maachah, 
and  by  these  wives  he  had  several  sons, 
whose  names  are  given  as  follows: 
Josher,  Shobab,  Ardon,  Hur,  Mesha, 
Haran,  Moza,  Gazez,  Shcber,  Tirha- 
nah,  Sliaaph  and  Sheva,  in  all  twelve, 
and  he  had  a  daughter,  whose  name 
was  Achsah.  The  posterity  of  t  b  i  s 
Caleb  was  very  numerous. 

CALEB  3— .4  dog,  a  crow,  a  Imshci. 
Caleb  was  iho  son  of  Hur,  and  the 
grandson  of  tho  former  Caleb.  In  1st 
Chronicles,  ii:  00-05.  The  names  of 
his  sons  are  given.  They  were:  Sho- 
bal,  Salma  and  Haroch,  and  we  are  left 
to  infer  that  tho  posterity  of  this  Caleb 
was  quite  extensive.  One  of  his  sons 
settled  and  named  the  cities  and  coiin- 
tries  of  Bethlehem,  Kirjath-jearirn,  &C 

CANAAN—  | Ka'nan,]  a  merchant,  a 
trader. 
Canaan  was  the  youngest  sou  of 
Ham,  and  hence  tho  grandson  of  Noah. 
When  Noah  stained  his  character  with 
a  fit  of  drunkenness,  the  fact  of  his 
drunkenness  and  exposure  was  known 
first  to  Haul,  and  it  is  supposed  C;m:iivn 
was  with  his  father  when  Noah  was 
discovered.  They  treated  Noah  with 
contempt,  aud  probably  indulged  in 


levity:    _. 

Japheth  the  condition  in  which  they 
had  found  their  father,  and  probably 
which  he  with  his  sou 
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Canaan  had  treated  him.  They  could 
not  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  treat  him 
thus,  hut  on  the  contraryj  they  kindly 
threw  a,  garment  over  their  shoulders, 
and  ran  backwards  and  covered  the 
nakedness  of  their  father.  "When 
Noah  awoke  and  knew  what  his 
younger  son  bad  done,"  (this  alludes, 
probably,  to  Canaan)  he  said,  ''cursed 
be  Canaan— a  servant  of  servants  shall 
he  be  unto  his  brethren."  This  is  a 
eurse  against  Canaan,  involving  the 
basest  servitude.  He  was  destined  to 
bo  a  servant  of  servants;  and  how  has 
thia  been  fulfilled  in  the  history  of  his 
descendants.  It  did  not  fall  on  him 
individually  at  onco,  nor  upon  his  un- 
grateful father,  but  upon  the  Canaau- 
ites.  And  no  one  can  read  the  history 
of  thia  people  but  they  will  freely 
acknowledge  that  this  eurse  was  fully 
deserved.    Their  profligacy  was  very 

feat,  and  their  conduct  very  wicked. 
his  profligacy  and  wicked  conduct 
was  foreseen  by  the  Lord,  and  was  the 
cav.fiQ  of  the  curse. 

When  the  Israelites  were  about  to 
pass  over  Jordan  to  expel  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  Al- 
mighty cautioned  them  not  to  suppose 
that  they  were  to  conquer  the  Canaan- 
ites  and  take  possession  of  their  land 
because  of  their  own  rJidHeousness. 
Deut.  ix  i  4 :  "  Speak  not  thou  in  thine 
heart  after  that  the  Lord  thy  God  hath 
cast  them  out  from  before  thee,  saying, 
For  my  righteousness  the  Lord  hath 
brought  me  in  to  possess  this  land,  but 
for  the  wickedness  of  these  nations 
the  Lord  doth  drive  them  out  before 
thee."  They  had  {ran stressed  the 
laws  of  God,  had  resisted  his  spirit, 
and  he  would  no  longer  tolerate  them 
as  possessors  of  so  goodly  a  land  as 
was  the  land  of  Canaan.  God  de- 
termined that  the  Israelites  should 
possess  it,  not  because  they  were  very 
righteous  and  deserved  it,  but  they 
were  less  wicked  than  the  descendants 
of  Canaan,  and  God  had  chosen  them 
as  a  nation  amongst  the  nations  of 
earth,  where  he  might  manifest  his 
greatness  and  glory,  and  begin  the 
great  work  of  his  salvation  among 
men.  The  wickedness  of  this  people, 
the  descendants  of  Canaan,  is  pre- 
sented in  Deut.  xii :  31 :  "  For  every 
abomination  to  the  Lord  which  he 
hateth,  they  have  done  unto  their  gods, 
for  even  their  sons  and  their  daughters 


they  have  burutiin  the  fire  to  their 
gods."  What  a  dark  picture  is  this  of 
the  corruption  and  iniquity  of  the 
children  of  Canaan. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  Canaan 
lived  and  died  in  the  land  that  bears 
his  name,  and  that  he  gave  it  the 
name.  His  posterity  were  very  numer- 
ous, of  this  we  may  form  an  idea  from 
the  generations  of  Canaan  as  given  in 
Gen.  x  :  6-15.  There  we  learn  that 
the  Sidouians,  Tyrians,  Hittites,  Jehu- 
sitcsj  Aiuorite3,  Gergashites,  Hivites, 
Arkites,  Smites,  Arvadites,  Zeniar- 
ites,  Haraathites,  Perrizites  and  the 
tribe  called  the  Canaanites  descended 
from  him.  According  to  tho  customs 
of  the  times  they  were  divided  into  a 
great,  number  of  kingdoms,  and  in 
each  kingdom  was  a  king  or  a  ruler. 
Almost  every  city  of  note  had  a  king 
residing  within  it.  We  have  an  ac- 
count of  the  conquest  of  two  of  these 
kings  by  Moses.  Joshua  in  tho  con- 
quest of  the  land  subdued  thirty-one 
of  the  kings  of  the  Canaanites,  and 
Adonibezot,  the  king  of  Bezek  slew 
seventy  of  them  and  cut  off  their 
thumbs  and  groat  toes.  Judges  i :  7. 
;'And  Adombczek  said,  threescore 
and  ten  kings  having  their  thumbs  and 
great  toes  cut  off  gathered  their  meat 
under  my  table ;  as  I  have  done  so 
God  hath  requited  me."  From  those 
conquests  of  Canaanitish  kings  we 
may  learn  they  were  formed  at  one 
time  in  their  history  into  not  less  than 
oise  huininid  kingdoms. 

Melckizedek  the  king  of  Salem,  and 
his  kingdom  we  may  suppose  adhered 
to  the  worship  of  the  living  God — but 
nearly  all  of  them  were  gross  idola- 
ters and  indulged  in  the  most  daring 
wickedness.  The  cities  of  the  plain 
with  their  kings  were  desperately 
wicked,  and  God  visited  them  with  the 
most  terrible  destruction  that  ever  fell 
upon  any  portion  of  the  country.  He 
rained  fire  and  brimstone  from  heaven 
upon  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  GomoT- 
rah,  Admah  and  Zeboim.  Because  of 
their  vileness  they  became  marks  for 
the  arrows  of  God  s  indignation.  They 
were  made  public  examples  of  the  ven- 
geance of  the  Almighty,  and  tho  very 
site  of  those  cities  is  now  the  bed  of  a 
heaving  lake  or  sea. 

After  Israel  was  established  in 
Canaan  and  Joshua  their  leader  was 
dead,  they  went   on  conquering  and 
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exterminating  the  different  tribes  of 
Canaanitcs.     Judah.  and  Simeon  re- 
duced them  to  subjection  throughout 
their  possessions.     The  same  is  true 
of    Ephraim    and    Manasseh.      I 
when,  tl'.ey  allowed  them  to  remain 
possession,  of  cities  in  many  cases  th 
iyubjocted  there,  to  tribute  in  their  pi 


It  is  trac  the  Canaanites  reduced 
the  children  of  Israel  to  a  servitude 
twenty  years  under  Jabin  their  king 
who  was  a  powerful  king  and  had  a 
vast  army  Jed  by  Sisera  his  general, 
who  had  in  his  command  nine  hundred 
iron  chariots.  But  God  raised  Israel 
up  a  deliverer  in  the  person  of  the 
prophetess  Deborah,  the  wife  of  La-pi- 
doth.  She  with  her  general,  Barak 
fought  with  Jabin  and  gained  onoof 
the  most  complete  victories 


a  fell  by  the  hand  of 
the  eortrjiiLii'fiVM,  while  Sisera  the  gen- 
eral who  alighted  from  his  chariot  and 
fled  for  hia  life,  fell  by  the  band  of  a 
woman  in  the  tent  of  Heber. 

When  David  ascended  the  throne 
of  Israel,  the  descendants  of  Canaan 
made  war  upon  him,  and  ho  mado  war 
upon  them  and  conquered  them.  He 
took  Jehus  or  Jerusalem  one  of  their 
strongest  places-!.  Their  fort  upon  Mt. 
Zion  came  into  David's  possession, 
and  lie  transferred  his  court  from 
Hebron  to  it,  and  afterwards  it  was 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  city 
of  Jerusalem,  as  was  Mt.  Moriah  in 
another  direction  from  the  old  city, 
the  place  where  the  celebrated  Jewish 
temple  was  erected.  In  the  days  of 
Solomon  the  Canaanites  were  reduced 
still  more,  especially  by  the  conquests 
of  rharoah,  tho  king  of  Egypt,  whose 
daughter  Solomon  married.  Gezar 
with  its  inhabitants  was  given  to  Solo- 
mon. And  when  Solomon  was  en- 
gaged in  building  the  temple,  that 
noble  structure  which,  he  dedicated  to 
God,  and  God  accepted  and  honored 
with  his.  special  presence  in  tho  Shech- 
mah,  it  is  said  he  had  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  thousand  and  three 
hundred  Oanaanites  employed  in  ser- 
vile work.  They  were  required  to 
perform  the  hard  labor  of  the  enter- 
prise. Indeed  since  that  time  the 
Canaanites  as  a  people  seem  to  have 
enjoyed  but  little  freedom — and  down 
oven  to  the  present  time  the  cure "  " " 


Noah  and  of  God  is  upon  them.  "  A 
servant  of  servant;;  shall  he  be."  Gen. 
x  :  15,  18,  19.  Num.  siv  :  20,  21. 
Jud.i:  1,3,4.  Ez.ii:55.  Neb.  si: 
3.    2d  Sam.  v  :  6-9.    1st  Kings  v ;  0. 

CANDACE— [Kau-da'ce,]  who  jm- 
scssas  contrition. 
Candace  was  a  queen  of  the  Ethi- 
opians, and  the  royal  mistress  of  (lie 
Eunuch  wbo  was  converted  fully  to 
Christianity  under  the  preaching  of 
Philip.  This  servant  of  Queen  Candace 
had  renounced  idolatry,  and  attended 
the  worship  of  God  at  Jerusalem.  He 
needed  some  instruction,  and  Philip 
received  a  commission  to  teach  him. 
He  joined  himself  to  tho  Eunuch's 
chariot  and  entered  into  conversation 
with  him  regarding  the  prophecies  of 
Esaiaa  that  he  was  reading.  He  ex- 
plained them  to  him  so  much  to  his 
satisfaction,  that  he  wished  at  ouee  to 
take  upon  iiimsclf  the  christian  name 
and  character,  whish  ha  did  by  submit- 
ting to  tho  ordinance  of  baptism  at  the 

h;r.:>d;;  of  Philip. 

Tho  passage  of  scripture  presenting 
this  royal  personage  to  our  minds  is 
Actsviii:  27.  "And  behold  man  a  of 
Ethiopia  a  Eunuch  of  groat  authority 
under  Candace,  Queen  of  the  Ethiopi- 
ans, who  had  the  charge  of  all  her 
treasure,  and  bad  oomo  to  Jerusalem 
for  to  worship."  Now  as  this  servant 
of  Queen  Candace  had  come  to  Jerusa- 
lem for  the  :-[ie;;ial  purpose  of  worship- 
ing the  God  of  Israel,  we  may  reason- 
ably suppose  that  he  had  fully  re- 
nounced idolatry  though  not  well  in- 
formed regarding  the  religion  of  God's 
-"""lie.  And  wo  may  also  supposo  that 
■as  at  Jerusalem  by  the  permission 

favor  of  Candace.    And  it  is  also 

quite  reasonable  to  suppose  that  she 
favored  the  religion  and  worship  of  the 
Jews.  The  idea  received  ancladvanced 
by  some,  that  she  was  converted  to  the 
ohristian  faith  h  not  improbable.  From 
this  position  be.  occupied  in  her  govern- 
ment and  influence  he  had  over  her, 
this  is  quite  likely,  though  there  is  no 
direct  evidence  of  it  recorded  on 
bistory. 

CARCAS  —  [Kar-'kas,]  the  covering 
of  a  lamb. 

CARCA3  was  one  of  the  seven  cham- 
berlains or  Eunuchs  of  King  Aliasue- 

rus.     Est.  i :  10. 
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CAEMI — [Kar'ini,]  my  vineyard  tin 
l.;noir,lcJ(/e    of   the    lamb  of    the 
waters. 
Cahmi  was  of  tho  tribe  of  Reuben 

and  from,  him  eame  the  fomily  of  the 

Carmites.     Num.  xxvi:   6. 

CARPUS— JVwft,  fruitful. 

Was  a  christian  at  Troas  with  whom 

St.  Paul  states  that  he  left  a  cloak.     2d 
Tim.  iv  :  13. 

CARSHENA-[Kar-she'-na.  ] 

Was  one  of  tho  wise  men  or  princes 
of  Persia,  whom  Anasuerus  consulted 
as  to  what  should  be  done  with  Vasbti, 
[ho  queen,  who  had  refused  to  come 
unto  tho  king  when  sent  for  to  display 
her  beauty.  He  joined  with  Memucau, 
another  of  them,  in  suggesting  to  the 
king  that  he  issuo  a  decree  that  Vashti 
be  deposed  and  her  royal  estate  be  given 
unto  another.    Est.  i :  14-21. 

CASLUIIIM-[Kas-lu'-hiui .] 

Was  the  son  of  Mizraim,  and  the 
grand-son  of  Ham,  and  is  referred  to  in 
the  posterity  of  Ham.     Gen.  x :  14. 

CEPHAS— [Ce' -fas,]  a  rock  or  stone. 
Was  a  name  given  bv  our  Savior  to 
Peter.  John  I:  42.  "Thou  art.  Simon 
the  sou  of  Jena ;  thou  shalt  be  called 
Cephas,  which  is  by  interpretation  a 
stone."    Roe  Peter, 

CESAR— [Ce'-zar,]  one  cut  out. 

CebAb  was  a  name  given  the  em- 
perors of  Rome — as  Augustus  Cesar 
—-Tiberius  Cesar — Claudius  Cesar,  &c. 
Luke  ii:  1.  "  Then  went  out  a  decree 
from  Cesar  Augustus,  that  all  the 
world  should  bo  taxed."  Luke  Hi:  1; 
Actsxi:28;  Phil,  iv:  22, 

0HAIM1S. 

CHAiMrswas  Bsonof  Melobiel,  one- 
of  the  rulers  of  a  district  of  country. 

OHEDORLAOMER— rKed-or-Ia-o' 

iner,]  as  a  generation,  of  servitude. 

Chedoelaom.EE  was  the  king  of 
Elam  who  subdued  the  five  kingdoms 
and  the  kings  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morah,  Admah,  Zeboim  and  Zoar. 
He  kept  them  in  subjection  after  he 
had  conquered  them,  for  twelve  years, 
when  they  rebelled.  In  a  few  months 
after  the  rebellion  he  determined  on  an 


attempt  at  least,  to  subdue  them 
again.  He  associated  with  him  the 
three  following  kings:  Amraphol, 
Arioeh  and  Tidal.  As  his  allied, 
they  marched  with  him  against  tho 
kings  of  these  five  cities,  situated  in 
the  plain  of  Siddim.  Cliedorlaomiyt* 
conquered  them,  ravaged  the  whole 
country,  gathered  much  spoil,  and 
took  many  captives.  Among  those 
that  were  taken  as  captives,  and  were 
being  borne  away  to  a  strange  country 
as  trophies  of  a  conqueror,  was  Lot, 
Abraham's  nephew,  and  tho  family 
of  Lot.  As  soon  as  Abraham  heard 
of  it,  "  he  armed  his  trained  servants 
born  in  his  own  house,"  and  pursued 
after  them  and  overtook  the  con- 
queror with  his  captives  and  spoils. 
Abraham  fought  with  them  and  con- 
quered them.  Gen.  xiv;  1C.  "And 
he  brought  back  all  the  goods,  and 
also  brought  again  his  brother  Lot, 
and  Ilia  goods,  and  tho  women  also, 
and  the  people."  Abraham  seems  to 
have  had  a  complete  victory  over 
Chedorlaomer  and  his  allies.  And 
when  ho  returned  with  the  recaptured 
people,  and  women,  and  Lot  with  his 
family,  the  king  of  Sodom  and  other 
kings  met  him  and  greeted  him.  As 
also  did  Melehiaedek,  tho  Icing  of 
Salem,  and  blessed  him.  Chedorlao- 
mer himself,  was  not  killed  in  the 
battle,  but  in  all  probability  osoy 
to  his  own  country  i-i id  kingdom. 

CHELUB. 

Cheiub,  the  father  of  Esri,  was 
the  overseer  of  those  who  did  the 
work  of  the  field  for  the  tillage  of 
the  ground,  no  was  one  of  David's 
officers.    1st  Chron.  xxvii :  23. 

CHELTIBAI— [Kc-Iu'-ba.] 

Cheltjeai  was  the  son  of  ITezron, 
of  ono  of  the  chief  families  of  Judah. 
1st  Chron.  ii :  9. 

CHENAANATI— [Ke-na'.  a-nahj 

Was  the  father  of  Zedckiah,  who 
smote  the  prophet  Micaiah  on  the  cheek 
and  reproached  him.  1st  Kings  xxii: 
24. 

CHENANIAH—  [Ken-a-m'-ah,]  prep- 
aration, rectitude  of  the  Lord. 
Was  one  of  the  Lovites  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  solemn  service  of  remov- 
ingthe  ark  to  Jerusalem,  and  placing 
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CHERAN— [Ke'-ran.] 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Dishon,  the 
Horite,  a  duke.    Gen.  xxxvi:  26. 

CHESED— [Ke'-sed,]  as  a  devil,  a  de- 
stroyer. 
Was  the  fourth  son  of  Nahor.     Gen. 
xxii:  22. 

CHILE AB— [Kil'-e-ab,]    totality   or 

pe.rfccHon  of  tlw  fatluT. 
Was  the  son  of  David  hy  Abigail,  the 
Carmelite.     2d  Sam.  iii :   3.     But  he  :" 
called  Daniel  in  1st  Chrou.  iii :  1.    [St 
Daniel.] 

CHIIJON-[Kil'-i-on,]>wfe<Z,  con 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Elimelech  and 
Naomi.  He  was  the  husband  of  Or- 
pah,  and  is  described  as  an  Ephrathite 
of  Bethlehem-judah.  Ruth  i:  2-5, 
andiv:  0. 

they 


Cudmham  was  the  son  of  Barzillai, 
the  Gileaditc.  He  received  the  demon- 
strations of  kindness  from  David  that 
had  been  intended  for  his  father.  After 
the  rebellion  of  Absalom  had  been 
quelled,  as  David  was  returning  to  Jeru- 
salem, Barzillai  met  him  and  conducted 
him  over  Jordan.  David  proposed  to 
take  him  with  him  to  Jerusalem  t 
live,  and  to  he  fed  from  the  king' 
treasury.  But  as  he  was  an  old  man 
he  declined  this  honor,  and  propose' 
that  Chimham  should  go  on  with  the 
king.  Ho  had  probably  acted  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  matter  of  furnishing 
David  with  sustenance  while  he  layat 
Mahanaim.  David  was  pleased  with 
the  proffer  and  look  Chimham  with 
nim,  and  it  seems  gave  him  a  portion 
of  land  near  Bethlehem,  where  he  anc" 
his  posterity  dwelt.  In  Jer.  xli:  17. 
we  learn  that  Chimham,  a  city  built  bj 
ISiii'zIHiii'H  son.  was  near  to  Bethlehem. 
2dSam.xix:  31-40. 

CHISLON— [Kis'-lon.  1 

Was  the  father  of  Elidad,  of 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  who  as  a  princo  of 
his  tribe  assisted  in  dividing  the  land 
*'af  Canaan.     Num.  xxxiv:  21. 


CHLOE— [Klo'-e,]  green  herb. 

Is  supposed  to  have  been  a  religious 
matron  in  the  church  at  Corinth,  whose 
family  were  converted  and  also  members 
of  the  same  church.  There  were  dis- 
sensions in  the  church,  and  some  mem- 
ber of  the  household  of  Chloo  informed 
the  apostle  of  them.  It  is  thought  by 
some  that  Stephanas,  Fortunatus,  and 
Achaicus  were  sons  of  this  woman. 
They  are  referred  to  in  1st  Cor.  xvi: 
is  the  personswho  wero  the  bearers 
itters  to  the  apostle,  and  they  may 
have  brought  his  answer  hack  with 
them.  The  Epistle  was  designed  to  be 
an  answer  to  the  letter  from  the 
church. 

CHOZEBA-  [Ko-ze'-bah.] 

The  men  of  Chozeba  are  named 
among  the  descendants  of  Shelah,  the 
son  of  Judah.     1st  Chron.  iv :  22. 

CHRIST— The-  anointed  of  God. 

Christ  is  the  name  given  our  Lord 
and  Savior.  He  is  so  frequently  called 
Christ,  that  some  have  denominated 
this  a  surname.  Hence  he  is  often 
called  Jesus  Christ,  ne  was  sent  and 
anointed  by  God  to  execute  the  work 
of  deliverance  for  a  lost,  ruined  and 
guilty  race,  and  to  perform  the  office 
of  mediator.  Christ  the  anointed  was 
divine.  He  was  the  Sou  of  God,  equal 
with  the  Almighty  Father  in  his  divine 
and  infinite  perfcetkms.  "Godsolovcd 
the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begot- 
ten Son,  that  whosoever  believoth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  He  was  promised 
and  prophesied  of  through  the  patri- 
archal and  prophetic  ages.  His  char- 
acter was  set  forth  in  those  promises 
and  prophecies  as  Messiah,  which  in 
New  Testament  language  is  Christ. 
Those  promises  and  prophecies  were 
all  fulfilled  in  the  birth,  life,  character 
and  work  of  Christ  in  the  suffering  of 
body  and  soul  until  his  death-warrant 
was  signed  and  sealed,  and  his  enemies 
executed  that  warrant  in  putting  him 
to  death  upon  a  Roman  cross.  His 
work  of  conquering  sin,  death  and  the 
grave,  was  accomplished  when  he  rose 
from  the  dead.  After  his  ascension 
into  heaven,  and  as  a  consequence  of 
lii^nicdifuion  Wine  lliceieviiiil  t brunt! 
for  flian,  he  imparted  the  gift  of  the 
HolyGhosttothoapostles.  Thewhole 
work  of  redemption  was  consummated, 
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for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he 
was  (he  ano.in(ed--thc  Christ. 

The  first  promise  of  a  Messiah  was 
ma.de  to  Adam  and  Eve,  shortly  after 
the  fatal  fall.  Gen.iii;S5:  "Audi 
will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the 
woman,  and  between  thy  seed  and  her 
seed ;  it  shall  bruiso  thy  head,  and 
thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel."  This  was 
(ho  first  promise  of  a  Redeemer  ever 
made  to  man,  and  in  the  work  of  Christ 
we  behold  the  promise  gloriously  ful- 
filled. Though  four  thousand  years 
rolled  away  after  the  prophecy  was 
made,  we  behold  "  tho  seed  of  tho  wo- 
man "  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  son  of  Mary  and  the  son  of  God. 
And  as  he  wrought  his  mighty  mir- 
acle; attesting  the  truth  of  his  Mes- 
siah ship  and  the  glory  of  his  character, 
he  was  performing  the  work  prophe- 
sied of  him.  1st  John,  iii :  8 :  "The 
Bon  of  God  was  manifested  that  he 
might  destroy  the  worts  of  tho  devil." 

Thero  is  a  prophecy  of  the  than  when 
tho  Messiah  should  come,  Gen.  xlix: 
10:  "The  sceptre  shall  not  depart 
from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  be- 
tween his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come.' 
That  important  prediction  was  fulfilled 
by  Christ's  coming  at  the  time  he  did. 
Gal.  iv:  4.  "When  tho  fullness  of 
the  time  was  come  God  sent  forth  his 
Son  "  &c.  The  sceptre  was  trembling 
in  the  hand,  partially  wrested  from 
Judah.  Tho  Jews  had  not  the  power 
of  life  and  death  over  criminals.  As 
a  nation  they  were  subject  to  the  tax- 
ing of  Cesar  Augustus,  and  were  pay- 
ing him  tribute. 

There  were  prophecies  regarding  the 
persona  of  whom  he  should  be  born. 
He  should  come  in  the  line  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac,  Jacob,  Judah,  Jesse,  and 
David;  and  a  virgin  was  to  be  hi? 
mother.  Woman,  that  was  first  in  the 
transgression,  is  to  be  honored  in  giv- 
ing birth  to  the  Redeemer  of  man. 
He  was  to  be  "the  seed  of  the  wo- 

Thc  apostle  tells  us  he  was  "  made 
of  a  woman ;  made  under  the  law," 
&c.    Genesis,  xii:  3:    "In  thee  el 
all    the  families  of  the  earth 
blessed."     That   promise  was  c 
firmed  unto  Isaac;    and  also  ui 
Jacob,  and  :i;j  set.  forth  in  the  ge 
alogy  of  Christ  as  given  by  Matt 
and  Luke.    The  former  traces  uis 
lineage  by  the  side  of  Joseph  to  Abra- 


ham, through  Isaac  and  Jacob,  and 
the  latter  by  the  side  of  his  real 
mother,  calling  Joseph  tho  son  of 
Ueli,  because  he  was  the  son-in-law 
of  Heli,  having  married  Mary,  the 
daughter.  According  to  Luke'o  gene- 
alogy, Mary  was  the  forty-first  from 
David,  and  the  seventy-fourth  from 
Adam.  The  lineage  shows  Isaac  and 
Jacob,  Judah,  Jesse  and  David,  as  in 
the  line  of  Christ  from  Adam  to 
Abraham. 

In  Isaiah,  vii :  14,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing ;  "  Behold,  a  virgin  shall  con- 
ceive and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call 
his  name  Immanuel."  In  the  history 
of  Christ's  advent,  wc  are  informed 
that  the  angel  Gabriel  appeared  unto 
tho  virgin  Mary  and  declared  unto 
her  the  will  of  God— that  oho  would 
be  the  mother  of  tho  world's  Re- 
deemer. Luke,  i :  30,  33 :  "Fear  not, 
Mary ;  for  thou  hast  found  favor  with 
God.  And,  behold,  thou  shalt  con- 
ceive in  thy  womb  and  bring  forth  a 
son,  and  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus. 
Ho  shall  be  great,  and  shall  be  called 
the  son  of  tho  Highest,"  &c.  And 
Matthew  says :  Wow,  all  this  was 
done  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which 
was  spoken  of  the  Lord  by  the 
prophet,  saying,  Behold,  n.  virgin  Hi  all 
bo  with  child,  and  shall  bring  forth  a 
son,  and  they  shall  call  his  name  Im- 
manuel." The  place  where  he  should 
lie  born  was  mentioned  in  the  prophe- 
cies of  Micah,  .v :  2 :  "  Thou  Bethle- 
hem Ephratah,  though  thou  bo  little 
among  the  thousands  of  Judah,  yet 
out  of  thee  shall  he  come  forth  unto 
me  that  is  to  bo  ruler  in  Israel." 
Christ  was  born  in  Bethlehem.  Matt, 
ii :  1.  The  facts  and  circumstances  of 
his  birth  agree  with  the  prophecy. 

The  declaration  is  made  in  prophecy 
that  he  should  attest  bh  Messiah  ship 
and  establish  his  doctrines  with  mira- 
cles. Isaiah  xxxv :  5,  G :  "  Then  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  shall  be  opened,  and 
the  ears  of  tho  deaf  shall  be  un- 
stopped ;  then  shall  tho  lame  man  leap 
as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the 
dumb  sing."  When  John  the  Bap- 
tist sent  his  disciples  to  Christ  to  ask 
him :  "Art  thou  he  that  should  come, 
or  do  we  look  for  another?"  Jesus 
said,  Matt,  xi:  4,5:  "Go  and  show 
John  again  those  things  which  ye  do 
hear  and  see.  The  blind  receive  their 
sight,  and  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers 
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.,  .._  1  the  deaf  Lear;  the 
dead  are  raised  up,  and  the  poor  have 
tho  gospel  preached  onto  them." 
There  are  many  other  prophecies. 

clear  and  plain,  regarding  Messiah,  and 
their  fulfillment  is  recorded  in  the  New 
Testament.  There  are  many  types;  pre- 
sented in  the  Old  Testament  dispen- 
sation that  are  met  in  the  person,  char- 
acter, i  mile  rings,  and  worts  of  Christ. 
As  the  high  priests  of  tho  order  of 
Aaron  were  set  apart  hy  washing  with 
water  and  annointing  with  holy  oil— 
the  "precious  ointment  upon  the  head 
that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even 
Aaron's  heard,"  so  Christ  hy  his  bap- 


tism by  Johnj  just  before  entering 
upon    his 


Liyuu  mo  public  ministry,  was  sot 
apart  to  hiss  work  and  office.  And 
though  oil  was  not  used  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  yet  the 
Holy  Spirit,  in  the  shape  of  a  dove, 
eame  clown,  and  amid  tho  solemn  and 
Interesting  initiatory  ceremony,  sat 
upon  the  head  of  Christ,  while  the 
voice  of  the  father  was  heard  saying, 
L'This  is  ray  beloved  son  in  whom  I 
:>ii!  well  pleased." 

The  word  Christ  is  usually  given  to 
denote  office  or  dignity,  for  example: 
Mat. i:  If!,  'Jesus  vd;o  is  eyllcd  Christ;' 
Mart  viii :  29,  "Thou  art  the  Christ, 
tho  son  of  the  living Gfod ; "  Lukoii: 
11, ,:  Savior,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord;'' 
Johu  i :  41,  "  Wo  have  found  tho  Me- 
sias,  which  is  being  interpreted,  the 
Christ;"  John  vii  26,  "This  is  the 
veryChrist;"  Actsviii:5,  "preached 
Christ  unto  them;"  Acts  ix:  22. 
"Proving  that  this  is  the  very  Christ;'1 
Acts  xvu:  3,  "Whom  I  preach  unto 
you  is  Christ;"  Acts  xviii:  5-28, 
"  And  testified  to  (lie  Jews  that  Jesus 
was  Christ,"  showing  bythe scriptures 
that.Tesuawas  Christ.  Romans v:  6-8. 
"Christ  died  for  the  ungodly;"  Ro- 
mans viii;  3-4,  "It  is  Christ  that  died;" 
Romans  x:  4,  "Christ  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one 
that  t.ielievei.h ; "  Remans  siv ;  9,  "  To 
this  end  Christ  both  died  and  rose 
again;"  1st  Cor.  i:  23,  "We  preach 
Christ  crucified;  "  24:  "Christ  the 
power -of  God  and  the  wisdom  of 
God ; "  1st  Cor.  iii :  23,  ye  are  Christ's 
and  Christ  is  God's;''  v:  7,  "Even 
Christ  our  passover  is  slain  for  us;" 
Gal.  iii:  13,  Christ  has  redeemed  us 
from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made 


The  evangelists  Matthew  and  Mark, 
begin  their  gospels  with  tho  use  oi 
this  term  as  a  surname  for  the  purpose 
of  distinction  wo  may  suppose,  for 
there  were  many  among  tho  J  ews  that 
have  the  name  Jesus,  hence  it  was 
necessary  to  distinguish  between  the 
Jesus  who  was  the  son  of  Mary,  and 
those  of  other  families  that  bore  that 

The  gospel  was  written  by  Matthew 
after  Christ  had  finished  his  wort, 
and  ascended  into  Heaven.  Marki; 
1.  "Tho  beginning  of  die  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  son  of  God.  [For 
further  history,  see  Jesus.j 

CI-IUZA—  |"Kew'-zah,]  theprophct, 

She  was  the  wife  of  the  steward  of 
Herod  Antipas,  she  had  charge  of  the 
house  probably,  and  with  Susanna  and 
Mary  Magdalene  ministered  unto  Jesus 
of  their  earthly  substance.  Lute 
viii:  3. 

CLAUDIA— [Klaw-di-a,]  lame. 

Claudia  was  a  Roman  woman,  who 
is  supposed  to  have  been  converted  to 
Christianity  through  (he instrumentality 
of  the  apostle  Paul.  She  is  brought  to 
our  view  in  2d  Tim.  iv :  21,  in  tho  salu- 
tations to  disciples  from  the  Church  of 
Rome.  "Eubulus  greeteth  thee  and 
Padens  and  Linus  and  Claudia  and  ail 
thebrethren."Sheisthoueht  to  he  the 
wife  of  Padens  mentioned  in  tho  salu- 
tation just  before  her.  Whether  that  ho 
the  case  or  not  she  was  an  eminent 
christian  woman  or  her  name  would  not 
litely  appear  in  the  closi 
this  letter  to  Timothy. 

CLAUDIUS  l-[Klaw'di-us.l 

Claudius  was  a  Roman  Emperor 
and  hence  is  called  Claudius  Cesar. 
lie  was  the  fifth  Em  peror  and  succeeded 
Caligula,  And  he  reigned  nearly  four- 
teen years.  King  Agrippa  assisted  him 
very  much  in  gaining  the  throne,  and 
after  he  was  crowned  he  acknowledged 
his  obligations,  and  rewarded  Agrippa 
by  giving  him  the  the  sovereignly  of 
the  kingdom  of  Judea,  and  conferring 
other  favors  upon  htm.  Wc  learn  in 
Acts  xi :  28,  that  a  famine  came  on  the 
people  in  the  time  of  this  Empertr, 
"And  then  stood  up  one  of  them 
named  Agabus,  and  signified  by  the 
spirit,  that  there  should  be  great  dearth 
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throughout  all  the  world,  which  came 
to  pass  in  the  days  of  Claudius  Cesar.'1 
Roman  and  Jewish  historians  agree  in 
regard  to  this  famine,  that  it  was  very 
severe. 

We  have  an  account  in  Acts  xviii :  2, 
of  a  cruel  aDd  unjust  edict  of  this  Em- 
peror against  the  Jews.  It  was  an 
edict  for  expelling  all  the  Jews  from 
Rome,  "because  that  Claudius  had 
commanded  all  Jews  to  depart  from 
Rome."  This  edict  is  spoken  of  in 
history  and  the  reason  given  for  it  is, 
"  The  Jews  are  a  turbulent  people  upon 
the  account  of  01rri.it.  some  being  for 
him,  and  some  against  him,  which  ac- 
casioned  great  heats,  such  as  gave  um- 
brage to  the  government,  and  provoked 
Claudius  to  order  them  all  to  be  gone, 
for  be  was  a  timorous,  jealous  man. 
It  is  likely  that  the  christians  as  well  as 
the  opposers  of  Christianity  wore 
banished  by  this  decree. 

CLAUDIUS,  2. 

Claudius  is  denominated  Claiidius 
Felix.  He  ruled  in  the  government  of 
Judea.  Ho  managed  to  induce  Bra- 
silia, the  sister  of  Agrippa,  to  leave  her 
husband  and  marry  him.      Paul  ap- 

E eared  before  him  at  Cesarea — for  Felix 
ved  there— and  made  a  defense  before 
him.  He  did  not  condemn  him,  nor 
did  ho  set  him  at  liberty.  He  treated 
Pan!  with  great  kindness,  and  permitted 
his  friends  to  minister  unto  him  ;  and 
it  is  said  he  hoped  the  Apostlo  or  bis 
friends  would  procure  his  redemption 
with  a  sum  of  money.  Acts,  xxiv  :  26. 
He  was  sent  to  Claudius  Felix  by  Lys- 
iaa,  the  commander  of  the  soldiers  at 
Jerusalem,  for  ho  bad  taken  him  by 
force  from  his  enemies,  and  he  sent  the 
following  communication  to  Felix : 
Acts,  xxiii:  26-30:  "Claudius  Lyeias 
unto  the  most  excellent  governor  Felix 
Fendoth  greeting.  Thia  man  was  taken 
of  the  Jews,  and  should  have  been 
killed  of  them  ;  then  came  I  with  an 
army  and  rescued  bint,  having  under- 
stood that  he  was  a  lloinan.  And  when 
I  would  have  known  the  esusc  where- 
fore they  accused  him.  I  brought  him 
forth  info  their  council:  whom  I  per- 
ceived to  bo  accused  of  questions  of 
their  law,  but  to  have  nothing  laid  to 
his  charge  worthy  of  death  or  of  bonds. 
And  when  it  was  told  mo  how  that  the 
Jews  kid  wait  fin-  like  man,  I  sent 
s'.i-;;igl)(.vi.'ly   to   thee,    and    gave   < 


mandment  to  his  accusers  also  to  say 
before  thee  what-  they  had  against  him. 
Farewell."  The  officer  presented  this 
letter  with  the  prisoner;  and  Felis 
waited  five  days,  when  Paul's  accusers 
came  down,  bringing  with  them  the  or- 
ator Terrains  to  plead  against  him. 
They  presented  their  charge  and  the 
evidence,  and  the  orator  plead  against 
him  to  the  satisfaction  and  admiration, 
we  suppose,  of  his  employers,  the  high 
priest  and  ciders ;  after  which,  Paul 
made  his  defense  in  answer  to  the 
charge  and  pleadings,  and  it  was  a  no- 
ble defense.  Felix  could  not  pronounce 
him  guilty ;  on  the  contrary,  ho  ad- 
journed the  causa  for  the  present,  in- 
tending to  hear  him  again.  He  left 
Paul  in  custody,  but.  allowed  his  friends 
to  minister  unto  him.  The  high-priest 
and  elders  were  disappointed  and  dis- 
satisfied that  he  did  not  convict  Paid, 
or  else  place  him  hack  in  their  charge 
and  power.  Ho  did  not  do  that,  and 
yet  ho  did  not  release  him  as  he  should 
have  done.  But  after  a  few  days,  true 
to  his  promise,  be  called  Paul  before 
him  again,  and  in  company  with  his 
wife  Brasilia,  he  heard  liim  reason  of 
"righteousness,  temperance,  and  judg- 
ment to  come.''  Paul's  discourse 
seemed  to  have  an  effect  upon  Felix  to 
convict  him,  for  he  trembled  and  said, 
"GtO  thy  way  for  this  time;  when  I 
have  a-  convenient  Reason  I  will  call  for 
thee."  But  he  still  retained  Paul  as  a 
prisoner,  being  desirous  to  show  the 

About  this  time  Felis  was  recalled  to 
Rome,  and  Paul  as  a  prisoner  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  successor,  Forcing 
Festus.  Felix  was  called  to  answer  to 
charges  brought  against  him  by  the 
Jews ;  and  would,  it.  is  thought,  have 
been  put  to  death  by  the  emperor  Nero, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  earnest  solicit- 
ations of  his  brother  Pallas,  who  was  at 
that  time  in  the  highest  reputation 
with  the  emperor. 

CLAUDIUS  3,  or  CLAUDIUS  LY- 
8L48. 
Claudius  was  the  chief  captain  that 
relieved  Paid  at  Jerusalem,  by  coming 
upon  his  persecutors  and  rescuing  him 
from  their  bands.  Tidings  were  brought 
to  Lysias-  of  the  mob  then  persecuting 
Paul  and  seeking  to  put  him  to  death. 
Ho  came  down  upon  them  with  his  sol- 
diers and  quelled  the  tumult  and  took 
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charge  of  their  prisoner.  Paul  ad- 
dressed  himself  to  the  chief  captain 
■who  was  greatly  astonished  to  find  that 
he  was  a  Jew,  horn  in  Tarsus,  a  city  in 
Cilicia,  and  lie  further  informed  Lim 
(hat  he  was  a  Roman  citizen,  free  born. 

The  chief  captain  allowed  him  to 
speak,  which  he  did  boldly,  and  in  Ms 
address  ho  claimed  his  rights  and  priv- 
ilegea  as  a  Soman  citizen.  The  chief 
captain  himself  had  done  him  a  wrong 
in  allowing  him  to  be  scourged,  and 
Paul  asks  the  centurion,  "Is  it  lawful 
for  you  to  scourge  a  man  that  is  a  Ro- 
man and  unco nd craned."  The  centu- 
rion iv on t  at  oneo  and  told  the  chief 
captain  Lysia»,  that  Paul  was  a  Roman. 

Claudius  L-ysiaa  wen!;  to  the  pcrsscu- 
ted  apostle  and  asked  hiro,  "art  thou  a 
Roman?"  Pan!  answered  him.  "Yes." 
He  ought  to  have  known  it  from  what 
Paul  had  .said  before.  Paul  had  prob- 
ably attained  his  citizenship  by  the 
place  of  his  birth,  tho  city  of  Tarsus,  a 
city  privileged  by  the  emperor,  because 
of  jsuwicuo  given  him.  ijotiic  suppose 
that  his  Cither  or  grandfather  li  a  d 
served  so  faithfully  m  war,  that  this 
great  favor  waa  bestowed  upon  them 
and  their  family.  i;I  waa  free-born." 
Lysiaa  said,  "with  a  great  sum  ob- 
tained I  this  freedom."  On  account 
of  Roman  citizenship  Lysias  showed 
him  favor. 

When  the  pJ'cwk  bound  themselves  by 
an  oath  to  slay  Paul  before  they  ate 
again,  Paul  heai-d  of  it  through  his  sis- 
ter's son,  and  sent,  him  to  Claudius  Ly- 
siaa  to  give  him  the  information.  He 
received  it  secretly,  and  at  the  third 
hour  of  the  night,  under  tho  charge  of 
two  hundred  soldiers,  tent  Paul  to 
Felix,  and  sent  an  cxplanaiion  of  his 


0LP.OP.AS— The  whole  glory. 

Cleopas  was  an  early  doyoted  dis- 
ciple of  our  Lord.  He  is  thought  to 
have  been  brother  of  Joseph,  the  hus- 
band of  the  virgin  Mary.  He  waa  the 
father  of  four  of  the  distinguished  dis- 
ciples of  our  Lord,  viz:  Simon,  James 
the  less,  Jnde  and  Joses.  The  Mary 
who  was  Lis  wife  and  tho  mother  of  his 
sons,  was  the  sister  of  the  blessed 
virgin.  He  was,  therefore,  according 
to  the  flesh,  tho  uncle  of  Jesus,  and  his 
sons  were  first  cousins. 

Cleopas,  with  all  his  family,  were 
lowers  of  Christ,  and  in  all  probability 


were  near  him  when  suffering  death 
upon  the  Roman  cross.  Like  many 
others  of  tho  disciples,  Cleopas  was 
somewhat  dispirited  when  ho  found  the 
Master  had  yielded  up  his  life.  Up  to 
(hat  time,  he,  with  others,  had  expected 
to  see  a  kingdom  established  and  tem- 
poral deliverance  wrought  for  Israel, 
When  he  was  conversing  with  a  sup- 
posed stranger  on  the  road  between  Je- 
rusalem and  Emmaus,  he  said,  Luke, 
xsiv:  21,  "But  we  trusted  that  it  bad 
been  he  which  should  have  redeemed 
Israel." 

the  morning  of  the  first 
set,  the  third  ('"  "  "" 
crucifixion,  that 
in/ company  with  a  disciple,  thatwc 
Fiupposo.  to  have  been  Saint  Luke,  went 
to  Em  mans.  That  it  was:  Luke,  isinfer- 
red  from  the  fact  that  ho  narrates  so 
minutely  tho  circumstances.  Ho  pro- 
fesses to  write  no (iiiiij;  in  his  gospel  but 
what  ho  can  vouch  for,  to  have  been  an 
eye  witness  (o  thing.-;  which  he  records. 
Lute,  i:  2,  "Unto  iia  which  were  from 
tho  beginning  eye  witnesses,  and  minis- 
ters of  the  word."  lie  does  not  give 
his  own  r.amo  in  tho  narration,  but 
gives  the  name  Cleopas.  If  ho  had 
not  been  the  person,  he  would  have 
given,  it  i3  quite  likely,  the  name  of  the 

Cleopas,  end  his  companion,  as  they 
left  Jerusalem  and  journeyed  towards 
Emmaus,  were  conversing  t  o  g  o  t  h  e  r 
earnestly  about  their  waiter,  his  death 
and  burial,  and  the  intelligence  that 
had  that  morning  reached  them  by  the 
women  that  wont  early  to  tho  sepulcher 
to  embalm  tho  body,  that  ho  had  risen. 
That  Peter  and  John  had  alsogonoto 
tho  sepulcher  and  had  found  that  the 
body  was  gone  as  the  women  had  said. 
They  wero  discussing  these  things  to- 
gether, and  probably  trying  to  reconcile 
thorn  with  tho  prophecies  regarding 
Messiah,  and  tho  teachings  of  Christ 
himself  when  among  them.  While 
they  were  thus  talking,  Jesus,  the 
risen  Savior,  appeared  unto  them, 
but  they  did  not  know  him.  Tho  first 
they  knew  of  the  presence  of  a  strangei, 
h is  voice  fell  upon  their  oar,  and  hie 
form  fetood  before  them.  The  voice 
was  changed  so  that  they  did  not  recog- 
nize it,  and  their  eyes  wero  supernatu- 
ral^ affected,  so  they  did  not  know  him. 

But  ho  said,  "  what  manner  of  com- 
thesethat  yo  hayo  ono 
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to  another  and  are  Bad?"  Cleopas 
looked  un  and  said,  "  Art  thou  only  a 
stranger  in  Jerusalem,  and  hast  not 
known  the  things  which  are  come  to 


seemsastonished  that  the  stranger  who 
seemed  like  themselves  to  ho  traveling 
from  Jerusalem,  should  ask  such  a 
question,  having  just  eomo  from  the 
city.  He  then,  in  a  very  condensed 
form, presented  (he  character  of  Christ, 
attested  hy  liis  wonderful  miracles. 
He  then  referred  to  his  having  been 
prosecuted  hy  the  chief  ririosts  and 
rulers)  of  the  nation — condemned  and 
put  to  death.  lie  then  rather  ingen- 
iously acknowledged  that  he  and  his 
traveling  companions'  once  believed 
this  personage  to  ho  tho  deliverer  of 
their  nation,  and  that  they  were  his 
disciples;  but  thn.t  (.heir  faith 
somewhat  shaken,  for  he  had  hi 
dead  three  days.  He  then  went  o._  . . 
say  that  some  women  of  their  acquaint- 
ance astonished  them  very  much  that 
morningWith  news  from  tho  sepulchor 
of  his  resurrection.  They  declared 
that  they  had  scon  a  vision  of  angels, 
which  told  thein  that  he  was  alive,  and 
that  two  of  their  companions  liad  gen 
to  thesepulcbcr  before  they  left  Jcru 
salem  and  found  the  report  of  th 
women,  correct  as  to  the  sepulcher  he 
Iri!jc:inp!,v'iJLid  the  body  gone. 

Then  the  seeming  stranger  began  to 
talk  with  them  in  a  way  that  greatly 
astonished  them.  He  reproved  them. 
and  assumed  the  position  and  office  of 
teacher.  lie  referred  them  to  the 
prophecies  and  types  of  the  former 
ages,  and  showed  them  that  he  of 
whom  they  had  been  speaking  was  the 
Messiah,'  and  beginnhigatMosesand 
tho  prophets  he  expounded  unto  them 
in  all  the  scriptures  tho  things  con- 
cerning himself."  The  discourse  with 
which  these  two  disciples  were  favored 
was  so  interesting  and  instructive  that 
they  "took  no  note  of  time"  or  of 
distance.  Ere  they  were  aware  they 
were  at  the  place  of  their  destination, 
and  they  asked  the  distinguished 
stranger  to  tarry  with  them.  He  did, 
and  as  soon  as  tho  repast  was  provided, 
he,  at  the  wish  of  the  disciples,  took  a 

Eosition  at  the  head  of  ik6  table,  where 
<!  could  distribute  to  them  as  the 
Jewish  heads  of  families  distributed 
to  their  guests.  He  took  tho  breai" 
and  blessed  it  and  gave  thanks,  just  ii 


!  way  as  lie  had  often  done 
with  theso  and  other  of  his  disciples 
previous  to  his  crucifixion.  "Their, 
eyes  were  opened,'1  The  supernatural 
effect  upon  their  sight  was  taken  ofE 
The  sound  of  a  familiar  voice  fell  upon 
their  ears,  and  the  language  and  senti- 
ment of  an  often-heard  blessing  was 
■ecognizecl.  "He  vanished  outof  their 
sight."  Ho  suddenly  became  invisible, 
having  accomplished  the  end  he  de- 
signed when  he  joined  them  as  travel- 
's on  the  road. 

As  soon  as  they  recovered  from  their 
great  surprise  and  interchanged  a  few 
words  a3  to  their  feelings,  they  rose 
up  and  went  to  Jerusalem.  Though  it 
was  quite  late  in  the  day,  for  it  was  to- 
ward evening  when  they  stopped,  yet 
they  felt  that  they  could  not  long  with- 
hold or  defer  giving  the  disciples  at 
rjevusalem  the  testimony  they  had  re- 
ceived of  Christ's  resurrection.  "They 
rose  up  tho  same  hour."  When  they 
arrived  at  Jerusalem  and  at  tho  room 
where  the  disciples  were  accustomed  to 
meet,  they  found  them  also  in  possession 
of  important  testimony  to  the  same 
truth,  viz.  "  The  Lord  hath  risen  in- 
deed, and  hath  appeared  unto  Simon." 
Cleopas  related  as  soon  as  an  opportu- 
nity was  afforded,  _  and  tho  disciples 
gavo  attention  to  him,  "What  things 
were  done  in  the  way,  and  how  he  was 
known  of  them  in  breaking  of  bread." 
And  their  testimony  comforted  the 
hearts  of  the  disciples.  Luke  xxiv; 
13— 3S._ 

This  is  all  the  sacred  account  gives  of 
this  disciple.  There  is  no  other  record 
made. 

COLHQZEII—  [Kol-ho'zeh,] 

A  man  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  in  the 
time  of  Nehciniah.     Nell,  ill :  15. 

CONANIAH-[Ko-na-ni'ahJ 

One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Levites  in 
the  time  of  Josiali.  2d  Chron.  xxsv :  9. 

CONIAII— [Kc-ni'ah,]  tJie  strength  or 
stability  of  the  Lord. 

Was  the  son  of  Jehoiakim.  Ho  is 
also  called  Jehoiachin.  He  succeeded 
his  father  by  the  appointment  of  Neb- 
uchadnezzar. Coniah  reigned  hut  three 
months  and  ten  days  and  was  succeeded 
by  Kedekiah.  Jer.  sxsvii:  1,  and 
2d  Chron.  xxxvi:  0. 
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CONONIAH, 

A  Levi  to  director  of  the  offerings  and 
titties  in  the  time  of  Ilcaekiab.  3d 
Chvon.  xsxi:]2. 

CORNELIUS— [Kor-ne'Ti-na,}  a  horn 
CoBSBLrus  was  the  first  Gentile  con- 
vert to  Christianity.  He  was  a,  Roman 
officer  who  had  his  quarters  in  Cesarea, 
Ho  was  "a  centurion  of  the  hand  called 
the  Italian  band.' '  This  was  an  impor- 
tant band  of  Roman  soldiers.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  all  of  them  were  native  Ital- 
ians, who  had  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  true  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  the 
government.  They  may  have  been  the 
:ici i;i.;  !>r> veniov'ii  life-guard. 

Cornelius  was  a  devout  man,  and  one 
that  feared  God ;  and  he  taught  and 
impressed  Ms  family  with  the  necessity 
and  importance  of  fearing  God.  He 
and  his  house  served  God  according  to 
the  light  they  had.  He  was  a  charita- 
ble man — "gave  much  alms  to  the  peo- 
ple." And  he  was  a  man  of  much 
prayer — "he  prayed  to  Clod  always." 
trod  favored  him  with  a  vision,  and  the 
ministvy'of  an  angel.  The  angel  that 
appeared  nnto  him  in  the  vision  spoke 
unto  him  in  the  midst  of  his  tears,  and 
assured"  him  that  God  accepted  his  de- 
votions, and  looked  with  favor  upon  his 
sacrifices.  "Thy  prayers  and  thine 
alms  are  como  up  for  a  memorial  before 
God."  He  was  then  directed  to  send 
for  Peter,  who  would  instruct  him  in 
the  word  of  life,  and  tell  him  what  he 
ought  to  do.  In  accordance  with,  the 
instructions  thus  received,  he  dis- 
patched two  messengers  to  Joppa  from 
his  household  seiwants,  and  with  them 
a  devout  soldier — a  soldier  who,  like 
himself,  feared  God.  Peter  was  pre- 
pared by  a  vision  for  these  messengers 
and  their  message.  He  had  seen  a 
great  sheet,  knit  at  the  four  corners,  let 
down  from  heaven,  "wherein  was  all 
manner  of  four-footed  beasts  of  the 
earth,  and  wild  beasts  and  creeping 
things,  and  fowls  of  the  air."  Ho  had 
been  commanded  to  cat,  and  had  made 
objections  on  account  of  the  laws  that 
governed  him  as  a  Jew, — he  must  not 
eat  anything  that  is  unclean.  But  the 
voice  that  fell  upon  his  ear  in  the  com- 
mand Ls  heard  again ;  and  this  second 
voice  is  a  proclamation  of  the  repeal, 
for  tho  time  being  and  for  the  present 
case,  of  the  law  to  which  Peter  refers. 
"  What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call 


Three  times  did 


not  thou  c 

i,-od  hhow  himir.  -_._ 

of  animals,  and  three  times  did  lie 
...  unto  him,  "Rise,  slay  and  cat." 
This  was  to  show  him  that  the  thing 
certain.  He  awoke  from  his  vision 
was  wondering  what  could  ho  the 
moaning  of  it,  when  the  messengers 
from  Cornelius  arrived  before  the  house 
and  wci'o  making  enquiry  for  him.  Pe- 
ter was  immediately  instructed  by  the 
spirit  to  go  with  them  ;  and  in  order  to 
make  the  matter  sure  and  satisfactory 
to  Peter,  the  spirit  told  him  there  were 
three  men,  and  he  was  to  go  with  them) 
without  any  doubting  because  God  had 
sent  them.  Peter  went  out  and  invited 
them  in.  Ho  received  their  message, 
hospitably  entertained  them  for  a  night, 
and  on  the  morrow,  procuring  six  of 
the  Joppa  Christians  to  go  with  them, 
he  went  to  Cesarea.  Cornelius  and  his 
family  were  together  awaiting  the  ar- 
rival of  Peter,  and  he  had  called  to 
gether  his  kinsmen  and  acquaintances. 
An  important  event  was  about  to 
transpire,  and  an  important  era  about 
to  be  ushered  in  ou  the  church,  viz.: 
the  limiklng  down  of  the  middle  wall 
of  partition  that  had  existed  between 
the  Jewish  and  Gentile  world.  Soon 
these  two  importing  pe:-;- on  agon  sire 
Imjuglit.  lofreihcr,  Co. radius  and  Peter 
meet,  the  one  to  bo  taught  and  the 
other  teacher.  Cornelius  "  met  Peter 
as  lie  was  coming  in  and  fell  down  at 
his  feet  and  worshipped  him."  He 
did  not  intend  to  be  sinful,  hut  he 
felt  his  obligations  to  Peter  for  com- 
ing. Peter  affectionately  checked  him 
lie  took  him  up- saying,  "stand  up,  I 
myself  also  am  a  man.  '  He  then  en- 
tered into  a  familiar  conversation  with 
Cornelius,  in  which  he  learned  from 
Cornelius  mouth  what  the  servant 
had  told  him.  Peter  then  compared 
the  revelation.™  that  had  beeu  made  to 
him,  with  statements  made  by  Corne- 
lius, and  at  once  earnestly  entered 
upon  his  work  as  an  ambassador  from 
God  to  tho  Gentiles.  In  the  opening 
sentence  of  his  serinou  to  Cornelius 
he  expresses  his  confidence  in  the 
honesty;  and  candor  of  Cornelius,  and 
the  purity  of  his  intentions.  "  I  per- 
ceive that  God  is  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons, but  in  every  nation  he  that  fear- 
oth  God  and  worketh  righteousness  is 
accepted  of  him.  Ho  unfolded  to 
him  iu  a  sermon  the  truths  of  the 
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©oapel  of  Christ.     Cornelius  and  his 

■friends  heard  aod  received  that  word, 
the  Holy  G-host  was  imparted,  and  the 
gifts  of  that  spirit  as  enjoyed  t>y  the 
believing  .Tews  in  the  beginning  were 
manifested  by  these  G-cnliie  converts. 
They  were  baptized  at  once  in  the  pies- 
(;in;e  ;n u.L  l.iy  ibo  oi-dor  of  Poier. 
Tho -name  otXV.Tidiuw  will. 710  down 


■mortalized  as  it  is  by  the  circumstance 
of  Peter's  preaching  to  him— his  faith 
and  acceptance  with  God  as  the  be- 
ginning of  that  glorious  wort  which' 
shall  not  end  until  the  world  shall  be 
brought.  ti>  Christ. 

COZBI—  [Koz'bi,]  altar,  as  gliding 


Cozbi  was 
"but  a  princess.  .Zimri,  a  prince  of  the 
tribe  of  Simeon,  married  nor,  thereby 
-committing  a-  great  crime  against  G-od. 
She  mavnot  have  been  guilty  of  sin 
:by  forming  this  alliance  with  Zimri  as 
lie  was.  Yet  when  Phineas  the  sou 
of  Eleazer  went  to  the  tent  of  Zimri 
and  put  him  to  death,  ho  also  put  to 
death  Cozbi  his  wife.    Num.  xxv  :  6- 


CRESCENS-[Krea'-cens,]  growing, 
increasing. 
Oh,kkcj.e*ib  way  one  of  the  fellow 
preachers  of  Paul,  to  whom  he  refers 
in  2d  Timothy  iv :  10.  Crescons  scorns 
to  have  left  the  apostle  Pan!  while  a 
prisoner  at  Rome,  and  went  unto  Ga- 
latia  to  preach,  while  Titus  wont  to 
Dalmatda,  and  possibly  he  was  the 
bearer  of  the  apostle's  epistle  to  the' 
Galatians. 


CSISPUS— [Eife'-paflO  curled. 

CiiiSPUB  was  one  of  the  very  few 
that  wove  baptized  by  the  apostle 
Paul.  He  was  chief  of  the  syna- 
gogue at  Corinth,  and  converted  ' 
Christianity  under  the  apostolic  m: 
iatry  aud  received  baptism  at  his 
lianas.  Acts  xviii :  8,  and  1st  Corin- 
thians i ■:  14. 

■CUSH— [Kush.] 

Gush  was  tin;  eldest  son  of  Ham, 
and  the  grandson  of  Noah,  as  we 
learn  from  Gen.  s:  (3-8.  "And  the 
■sons  of  Ham,  Cush  &c."  He  was  the 
father  of  Seba,  the  founder  of  the 
Sebeans,  Havilah,  Sabta,  liaai 


and  Sabtechah.  Bach  one  of  these  sons 
became  the  head  of  a  large  family, 
and  settled  in  different  parts  of  the 
country, 

Cush  was  also  the  father  of  the  fa- 
mous Nimrod/wlio  was  a  mighty  one  in 
the  earth.  He  is  called  "  the  mighty 
hunter  before  the  Lord."  Cush  was 
the  father  of  this  distinguished  person 
who  founded  by  tyranny,  oppression 
and  violence,  a  mighty  kingdom. 

OUSHAN  ETSHATHAIM—  [Kush'- 
an  Eish-a-tha'ira,]  cthiopian, 
blaclcness  of  ini.ijvJ.ticx. 

OOBHAM  B.ISIIATIIA1M  was  a  King  of 

Mesopotamia,  into  whose  hands  Israel 
vaa  sold  because  they  did  evil  in  the 
light  of  the  Lord.  For  eight  years 
Israel  was  compelled  to  serve  him.  At 
length  the  Lord  raised  them  up  a  de- 
liverer in  Othnicl  the  son  of  Kcnaz. 
On  Othnicl  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
'  .nd  in  (he  beginning  of  his 
J  he  warred  with  Cuslian  Jli.-.li- 
athaim,  and  prevailed  against  him.  and 
delivered  them  out  of  his  .hands,  after 
which  Israel  had  peace  and  prosperity 
for  forty  years.    Jud.  iii :  8-10. 

CUSHI 1 — [Kusli'-i,  i  ulliiopia,  l/lack- 
ness,  heat. 
Cushi  was  one  of  servants  of  King 
David.  He  was  intrusted  by  Joab 
with  private  information  of  the  death 
of  Absalom  and  sent  by  that  officer  to 
tell  the  king  that  the  rebel  Absalom 
was  dead.  No  sooner  had  he  received 
the  order,  than  ho  started  on  the  em- 
bassy. "LCushi  bowed  himself  unto 
J'oab  and  ran."  When  he  arrived  he 
delivered  his  official  report  of  the  bat- 
tle and  in  a  prudent  manner  made 
ltnown  to  David  that  Absalom  his  son 
wasdead.  David  asked,  "Is  the  young 
man  Absalom  safe."  And  Cushi  an- 
swered. The  enemies  of  my  Iiord  the 
king  and  all  that  rise  against  thee  to  do 
thee  hurt,  be  as  that  young  man  is.  By 
this  language  of  Cushi  David  learned 


CUSHI  %— Ethiopian,  blackness,  heat. 
He  was  the  father  of  the  prophet 
Zephaniah.     Zap.  i :  I. 

CYRENIUS—  [Cy-rc'-ni-us,]  who 
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"  And  this  taxing  was  first  made  when 
Cyrcuius  was  governor  of  Syria."  The 
tax  referred  to,  ordered  by  Cesar 
Augustus  was  levied  and  collected  while 
this  person  was  President  of  Syria. 
Jewish  history  informs  us  that  he  was 
not  governor  at  the  time  the  decree 
went  forth,  nor  for  ten  years  afterwards.. 
But  when  he  entered  on  the  duties  of 
his  office  ho  discharged  them  promptly 
and  with  fidelity  to  the  government 
that  had  placed  him  in  the  position. 

He  demanded  that  it  be  done  faith- 
fully. It  is  thought  by  socio  that  ho 
was  in  office  in  the  Roman  Government 
at  the  time  of  the  ordering  of  the  en- 
rollment and  was  sent  with  several 
others  hy  the  Emperor  to  Syria  to  en- 
force it.  He  succeeded-  Herod  and 
Arcbelaus  as  Governor  of  Syria. 

It  was  tins  enrollment  that  led  Jcscjih 
and  Mary  to  Bethlehem  their  own  city 
M.  the  Lime  Joii;!.;  was  born. 

CYRUS— [C/-rusJ  tw  miserable,  cm 
heir,  the  belly. 

Cyrus  is  often  denominated  the 
Persian  conqueror.  Ho  was  at  the 
head  of  a  large  number  of  the  Persian 
soldiery,  assisting  his  uncle  Cyaxares 
when  he  was  contending  with  the 
mighty  empire  of  Babylon.  In  com- 
pany with  his  uncle,  he  gave  the 
Babylonians  battle,  and  put  them  to 
flight.  Regained  many  laurels  as  a 
warrior,  and  finally  besieged  the  city 
of  Babylon.  He  effected  his  ends  in 
the  taking  of  the  city  during  the  cere- 
monies of  an  annual  feast— a  feast 
that  Belshazzar,  the  king,  made  iu 
honor  of  the  imago  that  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, his  grandfather,  set  up  in  the 
plains  of  Dura.  It  was  during-  the 
third  year  of  Belshazser's  reign  that 
Babylon  was  conquered  and  taken  by 
Gyrus  by  Ktrataacm.  He  diverted  the 
course  of  the  river  that  ran  under  the 
walls  and  through  the  city,  by  means 
of  a  canal  dug  by  hi:!  soldiers.  Hav- 
ing drained  the  river,  he  marched  his 
soldiery  into  the  bed,  under  the  walls, 
ism!  info  the  city. 

Cyrus  was  an  important  personage 
—the  subject  of  prophecy  as  the  con- 
queror of  Babylon  and  the  deliverer 
of  Israel.  His  name  was  declared  by 
Isaiah  in  prophecy  more  than  a  hun- 
dred vcars  before  ho  was  born.  Isa. 
xliv :  27, 28 :  "  That  saifh  to  the  deep, 
Be  dry;  and  I  will  dry  up  thy  rivers, 


That  saith.  of  Cyrus,  He  is  my  shep- 
herd, and  shall  perform  all  my  pleas- 
ure, even  saying  to  Jerusalem,  Thou 
(ihalt  be  built,  and  to  the  temple,  Thy 
[(.iimibfion  ■-]!;■;!!'  be  laid." 

Here  is  not  only  his  name  given, 
_  .it  a  clear  allusion  to  the  mode  of 
entering  and  conquering  Babylon,  viz: 
by  the  drained  river.  There  is  also 
an  allusion  to  the  benefit  that  shall 
flow  to  Israel  hy  his  conquest— their 
deliverance  from  Babylonian  captiv- 
ity— their  return  to  their  own  laud— 
and  their  rebuilding  Jerusalem,  tho- 
holy  city,  and  tho  temple  or  house  of 
the  Lord.  He  was  spoken  of  fre- 
quently by  this  prophet,  and  all  his- 
prophecies  have  been  fulfilled.  He  is 
referred  to  in  some  of  the  visions  of 
Daniel.  In  Dan.  viii :  20,  he  is  repre- 
sented by  Daniel's  ram  with  two 
horn!:.  "  The  two  horns  arc  the  kings 
(or  kingdoms^  of  Media  and  Persia." 
These  two  kingdoms  were  united  in 
the  person  of  Cyrus.  In  Dan.  vii :  5, 
Cyrus  is  represented  by  a  bear:  "A 
second  like  to  a  bear,  and  it  raised  up 
itself  on  one  side,  and  it  had  three 
ribs  in  the  mouth  of  it;  between  the 
teeth  of  it,  and  they  said  thus  unto 
ii,  Arise,  devour  much  flesh," 

Ai.'toL-  Oyrufi  had  conquered  Baby- 
lon, Darius,  the  Mode,  was  king;  but 
his  reign  was  short.  In  two  years  he 
died,  and  Gyrus,  having  married  his 
only  daughter,  fell  heir  to  the  crown, 
and  reigned  king  on  the  throne  of 
Babylon.  We  learn,  from  the  book 
of  Ezra,  that  in  the  first  year  of  his 
reign,  he  made  a  written  proclamation 
throughout  his  kingdom  in  favor  of 
the  Jews. 

It  may  be  that  he  was  not  specially 
acquaiutcd  with  the  prophecies  re- 
garding him  as  the  deliverer  of  Israel 
from  captivity;  butyet  tho  Lord,  who 
had  inspired  the  prophet,  "stirred  up 
the  spirit  of  Cyrus  to  issue  the 
decree.  Ezra-,  i ;  2:  "Thus  saith 
Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  The  Lord  Grod 
of  Heaven  hath  given  mo  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  he  hath 
charged  me  to  build  him  an  house  at 
Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah." 

This  was  in  accordance  with  the 
prophecy  of  Jeremiah.  He  called1 
upon  the  Jews  throughout  his  king- 
dom, as  many  as  would,  to  go  up  to 
Jerusalem  and  rebuild  the  house  of 
the  Lord ;  and  he  ordered  that  thesis 
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who  were  comfortably  settled,  ;i».cl  did 
not  wish  to  go,  should  assist  those 
that  did  go.  As  none  of  them,  were 
compelled  to  go,  but  whoever  went, 
went  of  their  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord, and,  as  the  journey  was  a  long 
one,  and  the  work  a  hard  one,  the; 
who  staid  in  Babylon  should  give  sil 
vcr  and  gold,  and  goods,  and  beasts 
and  under  his  instructions  they  thus 
acted.  They  gave  vessels  of  silver 
and  gold,  or  articles  of  value  to  those 
who  designated  themselves  as  volun- 
teers in  tni3  groat  and  good  work,  and 
::o  "KtrciffiLliCiu'id  their  Lands." 

Cyrus  brought  forth  the  vessels  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord  from  the  tem- 
ple of  Belus.  They  had  been  de- 
posited there  by  Nebuchadnezzar 
when  he  conquered  Jerusalem,  and 
ransacked  and  pillaged  the  temple 
and  probably  had  never  been  moved 
or  ii'jccl,  save  whoa  Bclshaaaar  was 
indulging  in  the  ceremonies  and  sac- 
rilegious revelry  of  his  Jast  feast, 
Cyrus  gave  these  vessels  into  the 
hands  of  Zerubbabcl,  the  prince  of 
Jndah,  who  had  been  a  stranger  in 
Sabyhn,iat  now  enters  with  joy  upon 
the  work  of  returning  to  his  native 
country  and  the  land  of  his  people. 
Cyrus  gave  over  to  him  the  vessels  of 
gold  and  silver  to  the  number  of  five 
thousand  and  four  hundred;  and  in 
possession  of  these  important,  treas- 
ures, he  went  to  Judea  and  began  hi s 
work,  and,  about  twenty  years  after 
Cyrus  gave  him  commandment  to  re- 
build the  house,  it  was  finished. 

Cyrus  13  supposed  to  have  died  at 
the  ags  of  seventy  years,  but  the  man- 
ner of  his  death  is  not  known.  He 
was  a  very  remarkable  person,  who,  in 
the  labor  of  life  accomplished  the 
divine  purpose  regarding  Israel. 

DAGON— [Da'-gon,]  corn,  a  ph. 
L>AC,f>N  W'ii  thy  principal  idol- 
god  of  the  Philistines — half  man  and 
half  fish.  The  upper  part  repre- 
sented a  man  and  tic  lower  part  a.  fish. 
When  the  ark  of  God  was  captured 
by  the  PbiiiiiUae-;,  and  placed  ?;i  the 
temple  of  Dagon,  at  Ashed,  the  image 
or  idol  Dagon  fell  before  it,  and  the 
head  and  ho.ndu  were  broken  off  ou 
the  threshold.  1st  Sam.  v.  It  seems 
that  the  first  morning  after  the  ark 
was  placed  in  the  temple  beside  the 
image,  the  image  fell,  but  was  not 


seriously  damaged.  The  men  of  Ash- 
dod  raised  it  up  and  set  in  its  place 
again.    1st  Sam.  v. 

But  the  nest  morning  when  they 
went  into  their  temple,  Dagon  was 
fallen  upon  the  threshold  and  broken. 
On  account  of  this  affair,  the  priests 
and  men  of  Ashdod  never  afterwards 
trod  upon  the  threshold,  but  when 
they  came  to  the  temple  jumped  or 
U;i.LiiOud  tiironcli  the  door. 

DALAIAE—  [Dal-a-i'ah.] 

Dalaiaii  was  the  sixth  son  of  Eli- 
oenai,  and  a-  descendant  of  the  royal 
family  of  Jndah.     1st  Chron.  iii:  21. 

DALPHON— [Dal'-fon.] 

DALPHOH  was  one  of  the  ten  sons 
of  Hainan  who  wci-c  hanged  in  Shu- 
shan,  the  palace,  on  the  day  of  the 
slaughter  of  the  enemies  of  the  Jews. 
The  names  of  his  brothers  were  Par- 
shandatha,  Aspatha,  Poratha,  Adalia, 
Aridatha,  Pavmashta,  Arisai,  Aridai, 
and  Tajezatha.    Esther  is :  7-9. 

DAMAEIS— [DanrVris,]  a  little  wo- 
man. 
Damaris  ■was,  r.n  Athenian  woman 
converted  to  Christianity  through  the 

iiViiiT.meninlity  of  .land's  pre;; chins. 
Acts  svii:  34.  She  ia  thought  by 
uomc  to  have  been  the  wife  of  Dio- 

nysius,  the  Arcopajiitc. 

YtAN—Ju-tlgmeut,  As  thai- judges. 

Das  was  the  fifth  son  of  Jacob,  and 
the  oldest  son  of  Bilhah,  who  was  given 
'"  '"  wife  by  his  beloved  Bai  hel, 


Gen.  xs.s.1  4.  "And  she  gave  him 
Bilhah,  her  handmaid  to  wife, ' '  When 
she  brought  forth  unto  Jacob  a  son, 
Rachel  claimed  him  as  her  son  and 

five  him  the  name  Dan.  This  son  of 
aeob  had  bat  one  son,  and  he  was 
nauisd  Husliini,  or  Shulmm.  Gen.  slvi: 
'.'.5.  "And  the  sons  of  Dan,  Hushim." 
Bat  though  Dan  had  but  one  sou  his 
family  greatly  increased  afterwards.  It 
was  a  little  over  two  hundred  years 
when  the  Exodus  from  Egypt  took 
place,  and  they  (hen  numbered  sixty- 
two  thousand  seven  hundred,  under  the 
command  of  Ahieaer,  tho  son  of  Am- 
mishaddaij  "all  that  were  able  to  go 
forth  to  war."  Tho  name  and  work  of 
Ahicser  their  commander,  and  of  the 
number  of  warriors  in  their  tribe  is 
given  in  Num.  i:  12-38.    "They  greatly 
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increased  as  a  tribe  of  Israel  while  they 
were  in  the  wilderness."  Num.  xsvi: 
42,  43.  "Those  are  the  sons  of  Dan 
after  their  families:  of  Shuham,  the 
family  of  the  ghuhamites.  These  ._. 
tho  families  of  Ihiij  ail  the  families  of 
the  Sbuhamitea  according  to  those  that 
wera  nnmbered  of  them  wore  three 
score  and  four  thousand  and  four  hun- 
dred." When  Moses  w-lectcd  spies  to 
search  the  promised  land  and  bring 
him  and  all  Israel  word  as  to  the 
try,  ho  selected  Ammiol,  the  sc 
G-cinalli.  Nam,  >:iii:  12.  And  when 
tlia  Lord  gave  Moses  instruction  a:';  to 
how  the  land  should  bo  divided,  ho  or- 
dered that  their  prince  Bukki,  the  son 
of  Joc-li  f.hould  act  for  Dan  in  the  divi- 
sion of  it  Num.  xxxiv:  22.  Ho  did 
so,  and  they  took  their  inheritance  ... 
cording  to  Joshua  xix :  40-40.  In  that 
possession  they  were  planned  with  the 
Amorites,  who  drove  them  into  the 
mountains  for  a  while,  as  we  learn  from 
Judges  i:  34.  ';And  the  Amorites 
forced  the  children  of  Dan  into  the 
mountains,  for  they  would  not  suffer 
them  (o  come  down  into  the  valley." 
The  house  of  Joseph,  or  the  tribe  of 
EpliK'uni  came  to  I  lie  ir  relief,  conquered 
the  Amorites,  and  obliged  them  to  be 
tributaries. 

DANIEL  1— [partial^  judgment  of 
God. 
Daniel  was.  a  sou  of  David  by  Abi- 
gail formerly  the  wife  of  Kabal  the 
Carmelite.  1st  Ohron.  iii :  1.  "Now 
these- were  the  sona  of  David  which 
wore  born  unto  him  in  Hebron  ;  the 
first-born  Amnon  the  son  of  Ahiuo- 
am  the  t)ezi';:e!itt:ss;  tlio  second  Dan- 
iel of  Abigail  i  lie  Oarinelitess."  It  is 
quite  likely  that  this  was  the  same 
person  called  in  2d  Sam.  iii:  3,  by 
another    name.      "And    his  seeon<" 


that  the  mother  of  him  who  is  called 
Daniel,  was  the  mother  of  Chileab. 
and  they  are  said  to  be  the  "second,'1 
hence  they  must  he  tho  same  person. 

DANIEL,  2— Judgment  of  God, 

Daniel,  there  was  a  Daniel  who 
was  a  priest,  and  who  attended  Ezra 
to  the  land  of  Judca.  When  Ezra 
went  up  from  Babylon  in  the  reign  of 
Artaxerxes,  the  king,  "  of  the  sons  of 
Ithamcr,  Daniel  went  up  with  him.': 


they  had  been  r... 

of  God  as  it  had 
thorn  in  sparing 


ho  entered  into 
with  God.  He 
the  governor,  to 
hhn  the  priests 
chiefs  of  the 
among  the  priests 
x:  6. 


yeara  after  this 

obered  and  con- 

Israel,  for  which 

hod,  the  mercy  of 

been  manifested  to 

them  amidst  their 

acknowledged,  and 

a   iJoloLuii   covenant 

then  f.et  his  «e:d  as 

ibc    COVCVISIUI,    fii'lCi 

;.«:>!ixl,  and  (hen  tin; 
;-op!e.  .Daniel  v.-;;:< 
that  sealed.     Neh. 


DANIEL,  3— Judgment  of  God. 

DanieIi  the  prophet  was  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah.  He  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  king;}.  Yet  he  waa  taken 
alongwith  manyofhers  as  a  captive 
into  Babylon.  Doing  of  royal  line 
and  that  fact  feeing  known,  may  havo 
had  something  to  do  with,  his  selection 
by  Nebuohadnezaer,  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, for  a  place  in  his  court.  He  with 
his  three  companions  Shadrach,  Me- 
shaeli  and  Abcdncgo,  was:  educated  in 
tho  Chaldean  language  and  learning, 
and  he  was  raised  to  great  rank  and 
position  in  the  mighty  empire  of  Baby- 
ion,  and  afterwards  in  the  empire  of 
Persia.  His  Assyrian  name  waa  Bel- 
teShaEEBT.  The  name  was  given  to 
him  by  the  prince  of  tire  Eunucha, 
Dan.  i :  7.  This  name  given  him  was 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  The  king  recog- 
nised it  as  his  proper  name,  for  in 
Dan.  iv :  8,  he  says  :  "  But  at  the  last 
Daniel  came  before  me,  whose  name 
waa  BolteahsEzar.  according  to  the 
name  of  my  God.'  He  was  probably 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  ago 
when  ho  waa  earned  away  captive  to 
Babylon,  but  ho  was  a  devoted  ser- 
vant of  the  living  God,  and  took  his 
religion  with  him  and  maintained  his 
character  as  a  pious  Jew,  surrounded 
by  the  idolatry  and  wickedness  of  the 
corrupted  Babylonian  court.  When 
the  course  of  education  of  Daniel  and 
his  companions  commenced,  under 
what  many  would  have  considered 
very  favorable  circumstances,  for  they 
were  appointed  a  daily  provision  of 
tho  king's  meat,  and  of  the  wine  which 
the  king  drank.  Daniel  became 
aroused  to  a  sense  of  duty.  Dan.  i: 
B.  "  But  Daniel  purposed  in  his  heart 
that  he  would  not  defile  himself  with 
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the  portion  of  the  king's  meat,  nor 
with  the  wine  which  he  drank,  there- 
fore lie  requested  of  Aobpenaz  that  ho 
might  not  defile  himself."  Daniel 
made  known  this  purpose  of  his  heart 
unto  Melzar  first.    Tkis  servant  of  the 

Since  of  the  Eunuchs  hat!  charge  of 
aniel  and  his  companions,  as  to 
giving  them  food  and  clothing,  proper 
apartments,  healthy  exercise,  etc. 
And  Mclsar  may  have  made  it  known 
unto  Ashpenas ;  at  any  rate  Daniel's 
request  wsa  granted. 

The  reason  why  he  demanded  a 
change  of  diet  for  himself  and  his 
com]  Kin  ions  from  that  appointed  was. 
in  all  probability,  that  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  Jewish  law  regarding 
the  eating  of  meat.  The  Babylonians 
ate  those  beasts  which  were  unelcau 
according  to  the  Jewish  law.  They 
ate  boasts  which  had  not  been  properly 
bled,  but  had  been  strangled  to  death. 
The  Babylonians  also  ate  animals  that 
were  offered  in  sacrifice  to  their  gods. 
No  wonder  that  Daniel  objected. 

Ho  asked  of  Melzar  that  they  might 
have  a  vegetable  diet.  ''Give  us  pulse 
to  eat  and  water  to  drink."  At  first 
Melzar  was  unwilling ;  for  ho  thought 
that  the  effect  of  living  on  such  diet 
under  him.  would  bo  that  they  would 
not  prosper — that  such  hard  living 
would  reduce  them,  and  that  soon  a 
complaint  would  he  lodged  against  him 
a.m.l  hia  course  in  changing  their  diet 
from  the  king's  appointment.  It  would 
bo  known,  and  ElB  life  would  ho  in 
danger.  Daniel  then  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  Melsar,  that  they 
should  bo  tried  for  ten  days  on  the  diet 
he  proposed,  and  if  their  countenances 
had  changed  for  the  worse,  or  if  they 
did  not  compare  favorably  in  appear- 
ance with  the  young  men  that  contin- 
ued to  eat  the  portion  of  the  king's 
meat,  then  he  would  give  it  up.  He 
would  no  longer  insist  upon  a  change, 
Melzar  agreed  to  this,  and  at  the  end 
often  days  was  satiniicd  that  they  were 
not  injured  at  all,  hut  that  they  looked 
better,  healthier  than  before,  and  he 
acquiesced  in  the  wishes  of  Daniel  for 
himself  ami  hit;  companions. 

For  three  years  this  was  their  diet, 
and  they  had  prospered  physically,  and 
they  had  rapidly  improved  under  their 
educators.  They  became  learned  in 
the  Chaldean  language  and  literature, 
so  that  when  they  were  brought  unto 


the  king,  and  he  examined  them  as  to 
the  progress  they  had  made,  the  king's 
decision  was,  "that  in  all  matters  of 
wisdom  and  understanding  they  wore 
ten  times  better  than  all  the  magicians 
and  astrologers  that  were  in  all  his 
realm." 

Thus  we  behold  the  serf-sacrifice 
and  industry  of  Daniel  rewarded. 
The  king  acknowledged  his  wisdom 
and  promoted  liim  in  a  short  time  to 
high  positions.  Dy  this  the  envy  of 
aspirants  for  office  among  the  Baby- 
lonians was  excited,  and  they  became 
his  enemies,  and  sought  to  ruin  him 
by  bringing  accusations  against  him 
i.iijfiii.-o  Ike  king. 

ft  was  during  the  second  year  of  the 
reign  of  this  king,  for  ho  reigned  two 
years  in  connection  with  his  iafcheT  be- 
fore ho  reigned  alone,  that  he  had  a 
succession  of  dreams  which  greatly 
troubled  him.  He  called  to"  him  tho 
wise  men  of  Babylon  and  demanded  of 
them  what  a  particular  dream  was 
which  had  troubled  his  mind.  They 
thought  it  a  very  hard  requisition  on 
tho  part  of  the  king,  and  promised  him 
if  ho  would  only  give  them  the  dream, 
they  would  give  him  the  interpretation 
(hereof.  This,  however,  he  could  not 
do,  for  ho  could  not  call  it  up.  It  is 
true,  that  this  demand,  and  tho  threat 
if  they  did  not,  "  they  should  be  cut  in 
pieces,"  was  exceedingly  tyrannical.  It 
seemed  to  he  cruel  in  the  extreme. 
They  plead  against  tho  injustice,  but 
their  pleading  was  all  in  vain,  the  king 
became  furious  and  in  his  anger  com- 
manded to  destroy  them  all.  Hence 
the  decree  went  forth  and  would  have 
been  executed  in  a  short  time,  had  not 
Daniel  heard  of  It  and  interfered.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  he,  with  his  three 
companions,  were  numbered  among  the 
i,  and  would  have  iailcn  in  the 
-.  Daniel  and  his  fellows  were 
—jghfcfor.  When  the  king's  captain, 
Ariooh,  was  about  to  execute  this  de- 
cree, or  see  that  it  was  esecuted,  Daniel 
cheeked  liim  by  saying,  "why  is  the 
decree  so  hasty  from  the  king?"  It  is 
not  likely  that  he  had  been  applied  to 
and  yet  his  life  was  sought  after  in  exe- 
cuting the  decree.  Arioch  thus  stop- 
ped in  his  work  of  death,  went  to  in- 
form the  king  that  Daniel  had  spoken 
and  had  indicated  that  after  all  the 
dream  might  bo  recalled  and  the  inter- 
imoiauon  given. 
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The  king  was  glad  to  hear  it,  c_,_ . 
eially  from  one  who  had  developed  so 
much  wisdom  as  Daniel,  during  his  ex- 
amination. Daniel  appeared  in  person 
before  the  king,  and  expressed  a  desire 
that  lie  would  stay  the  execution  of  the 
decree  for  awhile.  "Give  me,"  said 
Daniel,  "a  little  time  and  I  will  show 
the  king  the  interpretation. "  Daniel 
thou  went  to  his  three  companions  and 
informed  them  of  the  interview  ho  had 
had  with  the  king  and  of  the  promise 
he  had  made.  They  heard,  as  he  rep- 
resented the  case,  and  in  all  probability 
engaged  with  him  in  earnest  prayer  to 
God  for  a  revelation,  that  Daniel  might 
make  known  unto  the  king,  both  the 
dream  and  the  interpretation  thereof. 
They  realized  that  in  the  execution  of 
the  decree,  they  would  perish  with 
the  wise  men  of  Babylon.  In  the  vi- 
sions of  that  night  God  revealed  to 
Daniel,  the  lost  dream  of  king  Nebu- 
chadnezzar. He  acknowledged  ilia  di- 
vine goodness  and  praised  the  Lord; 
and  in  possession  oT  the  secret,  he  has- 
tened to  Arioeh,  who  was  waiting  to 
enter  upon  the  slaughter,  and  bade  him 
not  destroy  the  wise  men,  for  he  was 
bow  in  possession  of  the  dream  and  the 
interpretation  thereof. 

Arioeh  ill  en  brought  Daniel  in  be- 
fore the  king  in  haste,  and  informed 
him  that  he  was  ready  to  give  the  king 
the  desired  information.  Tho  king 
then  bade  Daniel  proceed,  which  he 
did,  attributing  the  revelation  to  the 
if  Heaven.  The  first  thing  he  de- 
(l  wan,  that  the  tlrtunsi.  was  eon- 
g  things  thai  should  take  place 
in  the  latter  day*.  He  then  gave 
!N libu child nezzar  (lie  dream  of  the  im- 
age composed  of  gold,  silver,  brass, 
iron  and  clay,  and  the  stone  cut  out 
of  the  mountains  without  hands1  that 
smote  the  image  and  broke  it  to 
pieces,  and  crushed  it  to  dust,  and  that 
became  a  great  mountain,  and  filled 
the  whole  earth.     He  then  went  on  to 

Sive  the  interpretation  of  the  dream, 
lebuehadnczzar  acknowledged  this 
to  be  the  dream,  and  he  witnessed 
such  wisdom  in  Daniel  while  he  gave 
the  meaning  of  it,  as  he  had  never 
seen  in  any  other  man,  insomuch  that 
he  fell  upon,  his  face  before  Daniel, 
and  worshiped  him,  supposing  him  to 
be  a  god  or  divine  being.  Daniel, 
we  may  suppose,  forbade  him,  and  en- 
deavored to  impress  his  mind  with 


the  greatness  of  God  who  had  made 
it  known  unto  him,  for  lie  had  told 
the  king  when  he  was  brought  into 
his  presence  to  reveal  tho  secret,  that 
It  was  not  because  of  any  wisdom  he 
had  more  than  any  living  man  that  he 
could  do  it,  but  because  there  was  a 
God  in  heaven  that  revealoth  secrets, 
The  king  then  declared  that  Daniel's 
God  was  ''the  God  of  Gods,  and  tho 
Lord  of  Lords,"  greater  than  all 
others,  and  tho  ruler  in  heaven  and 
earth.  Because  of  the  interpretation 
of  this  dreara^  Daniel  was  greatly 
promoted.  It  is  said  the  king  made 
him  a  great  man.  "  He  gave  hini 
many  great  gifts,  and  made  him  ruler 
over  tho  whole  province  of  Babylon, 
and  chief  of  the  governors  over  all 
the  wise  men  of  Babylon."  After 
Daniel  was  thus  favored  and  pro- 
moted, he  spake  to  the  king  in  behalf 
of  his  throe  companions.  As  they 
had  shared  his  peril  and  his  anxieties, 
and  prayed  with  him  to  their  God  for 
light  and  help,  he  wished  them  to 
share  in  tho  promotion.  Aecordiugiy 
through  his  influence,  they  were  set 
over  the  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Babylon.  While  Daniel  was  the 
chief  officer,  and  the  confidant  and 
counsellor  of  the  king,  his  fhrco  com- 
panions were  officers  under  him  in  the 
province  of  Babylon. 

We  find  Daniel  again  engaged  in  in- 
terpreting a  dream  1'ir  j.\.ing  Nebachad- 
nezzar,  recorded  in  the  4th  chapter  of 
Daniel.  The  wise  men  of  Babylon  who 
had  been  applied  to  had  failed,  and  the 
king  came  to  Daniel  and  rehearsed  his 
dream.  It  was  the  vision  of  tho  tree 
hewn  down  and  the  stump  left.  He 
heard  it  and  was  not  a  little  perplexed, 
for  he  saw  its  import:  that  himself  the 
king  for  seven  years  should  be  humbled 
by  the  God  of  Heaven  for  his  wicked- 
ness, by  being  driven  out  from  men  and 
made  to  dwell  with  tho  beasts  of  the 
field.  It  is  not  strange  that  Daniel  was 
astonished  for  a  time,  and  that  he  felt 
that  the  task  imposed  upon  him  was  a 
difficult  and  a  delicate  one.  He  saw 
that  the  king  would  wander  as  a  maniac 
for  seven  years,  but  after  that  he  should 
return  to  his  kingdom. 

Having  given  in  an  unvarnished  way 
the  interpretation  of  the  dream,  he  ven- 
tured to  give  the  king  a  bold  and  earn- 
est exhortation  (o  repentance  and  re- 
formation.    "Wherefore,  0  King,  let 
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ray  counsel  be  acceptable  unto  thee,  and 
break  off  thy  sins  by  righteousness,  and 
thine  iniquities  by  shewing  mercy  to 
the  pool',  if  it  may  bo  a  lengthening  of 
thy  tranquility."  Here  he  charges  the 
king  with  having  been  an  oppressive 
mac— one  that  oppressed  the  poor.  He 
pleads  with  him  to  coaso  from  his  sins 
—to  stop  his  course  of  wickedness  and 
bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 
But  it  seems  he  did  not  heed  or  profit 
by  the  exhortation  ;  for  not  Jong  after- 
wards, with  a  heart  inflated  with  pride, 
as  he  walked  in  the  palace  of  Babylon 
and  contemplated  the  greatness  and 
dory  of  his  dominions,  ho  said,  "Is  not 
this  great  Babylon,  that  i  have  built 
for  the  house  of  the  kingdom  by  the 
might  of  my  power  and  for  the  honor 
of  my  majesty?"  He  attributed  every- 
thing to  himself,  and  acknowledged 
God  in  nothing.  God  was  angry  with 
him  for  this  pride  and  wickedness ;  arid 
while  the  words  were  yet  on.  his  lips, 
tiio  voice  of  God  foil  upon  his  car,  say- 
ing, "The  kingdom  is  departed  from 
thee.' '  Ho  had  time,  it  may  be,  to  call 
to  mind  Daniel's  interpretation  of  his 
drew),  and  the  earliest  exhortation  iie 
gave  him,  when  behold  I  the  blast  of 
the  breath  of  an  angry  God  came  on 
him, — reason  was  hurled  from  her  seat, 
and  the  king  from  his  throne.  A 
dreadful  fit  of  madness  came  upon  him, 
and  he  deserted  the  city  and  palace  and 
sought  a  homo  with  the  beasts  in  the 
woods  and  deserts.  Here  was  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fulfillment  of  Dan- 
iel' I  declaration. 

During  tiie  time  of  Nebuchadnezzar's 
insanity,  Evil  Merodach,  his  son,  exer- 
cised authority  as  his  regent,  and  Dan- 
iel remained  in  office.  And  when  Bel- 
shaazar,  the  grandson  of  Nebuchadnez- 
zar, ascended  the  throne  of  Babylon, 
Daniel  was  still  in  office,  though  for  a 
while  not  so  prominent  as  he  had  been 
in  an  earlier  day.  But  at  length,  in  the 
third  year  of  this  king,  a  circumstance 
occurred  that  for  a  short  time  placed 
Daniel  in  possession  of  great  honor,  for 
ho  was  clothed  in  scarlet  and  a  chain  of 
gold  was  put  about  his  neck,  and  a  pro- 
clamation made  that  he  should  bo  the 
third  ruler  in  tin:  kingdom. 

Bel  sham !',  on  the  night  of  his  bac- 
chanalian feast,  was  terrified  by  the 
handwriting  on  the  wall,  and  he  called 
his  wise  men  to  read  it  and  intci 
hut   they  could  not.     Belsh 


upon  it  and  understood  it  at  once.  It 
may  bo  the  characters  belonged  to  the 
language  in  which  Daniel  was  born,  and 
that  he  had  learned  before  his  captivity 
in  Jerusalem,  or  in  the  land  of  Judca. 
And  though  the  writing  imported  the 
ily  dissolution  of  the  king  and  or 
kingdom,  because  the  decree  of 
God  was  that  Media  and  Persia  should 
divide  Babylon  as  a  prey,  yet  Daniel 

"  "!y  declared  the  import  of  the  writ- 

„.  preceding  it  with  a  solemn  charge 
of  the  shin  of  which  be  was  guilty. 

When  Darius  became  the  king  of 
Babylon,  Daniel  was  made  the  first  of 
the  presidents  that  were  set  over  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty  princes  that 
Darius-gave  provinces  to  in  his  kingdom. 
When  the  two  presidents  and  the 
princes  Raw  that  Daniel  was  preferred 
above  them  all,  they  set.  themselves  to 
work  to  find  something  against  him  by 
which  they  might  accuse  him  to  the 
king.  But  they  were  unsuccessful ;  for 
Daniel's  whole  course  was  marked  with 
the  strictest  fidelity  to  the  king  and  his 
vast  kingdom.  They  therefore  deter- 
mined to  seek  an  occasion  against  him 
concerning  the  law  of  his  God.  They 
determined  to  assail  his  religion.  Their 
plan  for  accusing  him  was  deejay  Said. 
They  knew  ho  was  as  faithful  to  the 
God  of  his  fathers,  as  he  was  to  Darius 
and  the  interests  of  his  government, 
and  that  it  would  ho  very  difficult  to 
make  him  abjure  his  religion.  They 
called  a  convocation  of  the  princes,  and 
the  two  presidents  under  Daniel,  and 
after  consulting  together  they  concluded 
on  tnuir  course. 

They  matured  a  plan  and  went  to  the 
kingwithit.  The  plan  was  to  destroy 
Daniel,  and  it  was  involved  in  a  propo- 
sition to  the  king  to  do  him  homage  for 
thirty  days ;  to  make  him  alone  the  ob- 
ject of  worship.  The  king's  ambition 
was  flattered  by  this  proposition,  and 
he  agreed  that  there  should  be  such  a 
law  passed.  He  issued  the  decree  and 
stamped  it  with  the  seal  of  the  empire, 
so  that  it  became  unalterable  for  thirty 
days.  The  king  himself  had  not  the 
power  to  change  it  until  the  time 
was  out  Daniel  saw  this  deep  laid 
scheme  of  his  enemies  to  destroy  him, 
but  he  was  not  alarmed.  Undaunted, 
he  continued  his  devotion  to  his  God ; 
"He  went  into  his  house,  and  his  win- 
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wards  Jerusalem,  he  kneeled  upon 
knees  three  times  a  day,  and  prayed 
and  gave  thanks  before  his  God,  as  he 
did  aforetime."  He  might,  it  may  be, 
have  secluded  himself  from  the  gaze  of 
the  world  or  his  enemies.  Ho  might 
have  closed  his  windows,  and  yet  turned 
hi;;  face  towards  Jerusalem  and  the 
temple,  as  probably  was  the  custom  of 
all  the  Jews  when  in  captivity  or  in  a 
foreign  land,  as  Solomon  indicated  it 
should  he  when  ho  dedicated  the  tem- 
ple. He  prayed  to  (rod  that  he  would 
hear  the  prayers  of  those  who  might 
bo  in  strange  lands,  or  in  captivity. 
when  they  should  turn  their  faces  to- 
war;!  their  own  land,  the  city  which 
God  had  chosen,  and  the  house  dedi- 
cated to  his  name.  Daniel  was  not 
afraid  to  be  seen.  The  same  decision 
of  character  that  had  marked  him  be- 
fore, marked  him  now. 

His  enemies  went  to  the  king  with 
the  charge  against  him  of  violating 
the  royal  statutes.  There  was  no  trial 
to  prove  him  guilty,  for  he  did  not 
deny  the  charge.  When  the  king 
saw  that  his  first  president  was  about 
to  be  destroyed,  he  was  much  dis- 
pleased with  himself  for  his 
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so  that  Daniel  might  he  saved.  The 
princes  and  presidents  met  together, 
and  insisted  that  the  law  should  be 
executed  at  once.  Darius  had  no 
power  to  resistant!  hence  commanded 
that  they  cast  Daniel  into  the  den  of 
lions.  But  as  he  signed  Daniel's 
death  warrant  with  a  heavy  heart,  he 
thought  of  his  many  excellencies— his 
fidelity,  to  the  government  ever  since 
he  was  made  an  officer,  and  his  wisdom 
manifested  in  his  counsel,  in  framing 
of  laws,  and  interpretation  of  dreams, 
and  he  said  to  him:  "Thy  G-od  whom 
thou  servest  continually  will  deliver 
thee." 

Daniel  was  cast  into  the  den,  but 
when  he  reached  the  floor  where  the 
wild  beasts  were,  he  found  them  mild 
and  gentle  and  playful  as  so  many 
lambs.  Their  ferocity  had  been  al- 
layed by  the  power  of  Daniel's  God. 
They  were  all  in  the  charge  of  a  new 
master.  They  had  an  angel-keeper, 
and  Daniel  an  angel  companion.  The 
king  was  so  troubled  over  the  execu- 
tion of  the  decrco  in  Daniel's  case,  that 


he  could  not  sleep,  ne  would  1m  ve 
no  music,  neither  would  he  eat.  Da- 
rins  went  to  the  den  of  lions  early  in 
the  morning,  and  laid  his  royal  hand 
upon  the  signet  with  which  the  stone 
had  been  sealed,  and  in  full  confidence 
that  the  God  of  Daniel  had  taken 
care  of  him  "  He  cried  with  a  lament- 
able voice,  and  his  heart  was  so  full 
of  sorrow  and  grief  that  he  exclaimed, 
"  0  Daniel,  servant,  of  the  living  God, 
is  thy  God  whom  thou  servest  contin- 
ually able  to  deliver,  thee  from  the 
lions?"  By  this  time  his  heart  was 
greatly  eased  of  its  burden,  for  his 
eye  rested  on  him  probably  as  ho 
stood  surrounded  by  the  lions,  but  if 
not,  his  voice  fell  upon  the  oar  of  the 
king  in  the  oft  repeated  salutation: 
"  0  king,  live  forever."  Then  Daniel 
related  to  the  king  how  he  had  been 
preserved,  and  why  that  innocency 
was  found  in  him,  both  toward  God 
and  the  king,  and  the  innocency  had 
been  proved  by  his  preservation. 
King  Darius  was  exceedingly  glad, 
and  took  Daniel  up  out  of  the  den, 
and  then  ordered  that  the  conspirators 
and  accusers  of  Daniel,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  be  cast  into  the 
den,  and  ere  they  reached  the  bottom, 
(■ins  Mom.  de.:t!-...yed  them. 

Daniel  took  his  position  again  in  the 
government,  and  continued  to  retain 
it,  through  the  reigns  of  Darius  the 
Ms;do  aud  Cyrus  tho  Persian, 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Danie! 
served  under  five  kings,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Evil  Merodach,  Beisliazzar, 
Darius  and  Cyrus,  and  unlike  the 
courtiers  of  kings,  he  never  flattered, 
hut  always  faithfully  discharged  his 
duty.  When  it  became  necessary  for 
him  to  reprove,  he  reproved.  A  n  d 
when  the  judgments  of  God  were  de- 
creed against  any  of  them,  lie  fearlessly 
declared  the  decree,  and  specified  the 
judgment::,  coiuj.1'^  upon  them. 

Daniel  had  renown  for  wisdom  and 

S'ety  when  a  youth,  for  the  prophet 
ssekiel  ranges  him  with  Noah  ana 
Job.  Eze.  xiv:  14:  "Though  these 
three  men,  Noah,  Daniel  and  Job, 
were  in  it,"  &c.  And  again,  Ezekiel 
sxviii:  3:  "Behold,  thou  art  wiser 
than  Danie! — there  is  no  secret  that 
they  can  hide  from  thee."  These 
passages  represent  Daniel  when  a 
young  man,  and  he  increased  in  wis- 
dom and  piety  ail  through  his  life. 
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It  is  quite  likely  that  ho  did  not  re- 
turn to  his  native  land,  Tint  continued 
in  Babylon  in  office  until  he  died.  We 
do  not  know  when  lie  did  close  up,  in 
the  providence  of  his  God,  his  event- 
ful earthly  career ;  but  the  impression 
is  thathe  died  soon  after  his  last  vision, 
which  is  dated  in  the  third  year  of  the 
re;K!s  "i'  Cyras. 

The  book  of  Daniel  is  a  genuine 
and  authentic  book.  The  Jewish 
church  and  nation  have  so  taken  it, 
and  Josephus  puts  Daniel  down  as  tho 
greatest  of  the  prophets.  Our  Savior 
cites  his  words  and  styles  him  "  Daniel 
the  prophet,"  and  the  apostles  have, 
several  of  them,,  referred  to  his  proph- 
ecies. Many  of  his  prophecies  have 
been  literally  fulfilled,  and  others  of 
thorn  are  now  io  course  of  iuSfi.il- 

DARDA  —  [DarT-dan,]  house  of  the 

sheplmrd. 
Darda,  a  son  of  Mahol,  one  of  four 
men  of  groat  fame  for  their  wisdom, 
but  surpassed  by  Solomon.  They  are 
referred  to  in  1st  Kings  iv :  31.  He 
is  tho  same  person  ii,  is  Ihougbt  who 
is  called  in  1st  Chron.  ii :  6,  Dara. 

DARIUS,  1— [Da-ri'-us,]  he  that  in- 
quires  ami  informs  irinisdf. 
Darius  the  Mede  succeeded  Bcl- 
ahaszar  to  the  throne  of  Babyion,  He 
was  tho  son  of  Astyages  a  king  of  the 
Medes,  and  a  brother  of  the  mother 
of  Cyras  the  conqueror  of  Babylon. 
He  was  also  the  brother  of  the  mo- 
ther of  Evil  Merodecn.  He  was 
therefore  the  uncle  of  Cyrus  and  the 
great  uncle  of  BelshaKnar  whom  he 
succeeded.  There  seems  to  have  been 
considerable  war  between  Babylon 
and  Media  and  Persia,  before  Cyrus 
the  Persian  conquered  it  in  tho  reign 
of  Belwha  sum.it.  and  it  was  taken  as  a 
prey  and  divided  between  the  Medes 
and  Persians  aceordingto  Daniel's  in- 
terpretation of  the  last  character  of 
the  hand-writing  on  the  wall. 
Though  Daniel  in  his  book  of  history 
and  prophecy  has  not  given  us  an  ac- 
count of  wars  during  the  reigns  of 
ihc  three  kings  under  which  he  served 
previous  to  Darius  becoming  the  king 
in  Babylon  ;  yet  the  prophets  Isaiah 
and  Jeremiah  have  given  in  proph- 
ecies, an  account  of  wars  upon  Baby- 
lon, and  finally  its  capture  and  con- 


t  by  Cyrus  and  the  release  of  tho 

As  soon  as  lie  was  crowned  king  in 
_  abylon  ho  appointed  one  hundred 
and  twenty  princes  as  governors  of 
provinces  in  his  kingdom,  and  over 
these  governors  three  presidents  or 
principal  governors,  of  whom  Daniel 
■  one  and  the  first  of  them.  He 
very  much  vexed  by  the  conspir- 
acy of  these  princes  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  Daniel.     But  after  the  latter 

is  delivered  from  the  den  of  lions,. 
... e  king  published  an  edict  that  ail 
bis  subjects  should  iear  the  God  of 
Daniel  and  of  the  Jews.  He  de- 
manded that  they  reverenco  tho  God 
of  heaven.  The  language  of  his  de- 
cree was  as  follows  :  I  make  a  decree 
in  every  dominion  of  my  kingdom  that 
men  tremble  and  fear  before  the  God 
of  Daniel,  for  ho  is  the  living  God 
and  (ileadiiisl  forever,  find  bis  kingdom 
that  which  shall  not  be  destroyed,  and 
his  dominion  k1ui.11  be  even  unto  the 
end,  etc."  A  strange  decree  this  for 
a  heathen  king,  hut  the  proof  of 
Daniel's  innoceney  and  the  power  of 
his  God  in  his  preservation  among  the 
hungry  lions  was  such  that  he  was 
fully  <..;.mvinced. 

Darius  was  sixty -two  years  old  when 
he  became  king  in  Babylon—- ho 
reigned  only  two  years  when  he  died 
and  Cyrus  :iu;:t:i:od;:-d  him. 

DARIUS,  2— Me  that  inquires  and  in~ 
frirmu  himself. 
Darius  IIystaspes  or  the  son  of 
Hystaspas  is  supposed  to  have  been  tho 
Ahasuerus  of  scripture,  the  liuKbarid  of 
the  devoted  and  sacrificing  Esther.  Sec 
Ahasuerus. 

DARIUS,  3— Ma  that  inquires  and  in- 
form:; himself, 
Darius  Codamannus  was  tho  last 
of  the  Persian  Kings  of  that  age.  He 
is  mentioned  in  Neb.  xii:  22.  "Tho 
Levi  tea  in  the  days  of  Eiiashib,  Joiada, 
Johanan  and  Jaddua  were  recorded 
chief  of  the  fathers ;  also  tho  priests  to 
thcrcign  of  Darius  the  Persian."  It 
is  supposed  that  this  Darius  was  raised 
up  from  a  low  condition  and  position  in 
the  government  to  be  the  king.  lie  is 
said  to  have  been  a  courier  to  Darius 
Ochees  who  promoted  him  to  the 
governorship  of  Armenia.  _  Tho  feat  be 
performed  which  brought  him  notoriety 
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anil  honor  was  that  of  fighting  a  duel 
and  coming  off  a  conqueror.  Any  man 
the  Persian  army  could  produce  for  a 
single  combat  was  challenged,  and 
Darius  took  up  the  challenge  of  the 
enemy  and  came  off  the  victor.  He 
was  of  royal  blood,  hut  not  very  near 
the  throne.  Yet  one  of  the  servants  of 
the  King  of  Persia  determined  to  make 
him  king,  and  to  accomplish  his  work 
murdered  (he  reigning  king  and  placed 
him  on  tlio  throne,  so  that  he  became 
the  king  of  Persia.  Alexander 
great,  tho  Macedonian  conqueror,  ' 
red  with  his  kingdom  and  took  it, 
Darius  was  slain,  and  so  ended,  accord- 
to  tho  prophecies  of  Daniel  the  Persian 
dynasty. 

DARKON— [Dar'-kom] 

The  children  of  Darkon  were  among 
the  servants  of  Solomon  who  returned 

from  I'sibvlon  wi.l  h  J'emb babel.    Ea.  ii: 
56  and  NeL.  vii :  58. 

DATHAN— [Da'-than,]   faus,  rites. 

Dathah  was  associated  with  Korah 
and  Abiram  in  the  rebellion  against 
Moses.  He  was  the  brother  of  Ahi- 
ram and  the  son  of  Eliab,  as  wo  learn 
from  Num.  xvi :  1.  In  the  13th  and 
14th  verses  we  have  a  very  seditious 
speech  of  these  two  sons  of  Eliab. 
Moses  had  sent  for  them  to  come  to 
him,  for  he  desired  a  conversation 
with  them,  and,  if  possible,  to  quell 
their  mutinous  spirit  and  feeling ;  but 
they  sent  him  word  that  they  would 
not.    The  following  is  their  speech : 

"  Is  it  a  small  thing  that  thou  hast 
brought  us  up  out  of  a  land  that  fiow- 
eth  with  milk  and  honey,  to  kill  us  in 
the  wilderness,  except  thou  make  thy- 


Morcover,  thou  hast  : 
into  a  land  that  flowcth  with  milk 
and  honey,  or  given  us  inheritance  of 
fields  and  vineyards.  Wilt  thou  put 
out  the  eyes  of  these  men?  We  will 
not  come  up?" 

What  insolent  language  this  to  the 
meek  and  God-fearing  Moses.    F- 
wi!B  (loKtvoyfii!,  with  all  that  lie  had. 
was  Korah  and  Abiram. 

DAVID— [Da'-vid,]  Moved,  dear. 

David  was  the  youngest  -an  of. I  esse. 
Ho  was  of  the  line  of  Judah,  from 
whom  the  Savior  of  mankind 


He  is  first  introduced  to  our  notice  a:; 
shepherd  boy.  When  Saul,  the  first 
king  of  Israel,  proved  unfaithful  to  the 
command  of  God,  who  had  erected  a 
throne  in  Israel,  and  selected  him  as 
king  to  sit  on  that  throne,  it  was  deter- 

ined  that  the  kingdom  should  not  re- 
__.ain  in  his  family.  And  the  prophet 
Samuel,  who  had  been  tho  last  judge 
of  Israel,  was  sent  to  the  house  of  Jesse 
to  select  a  successor  for  Saul  from 
among  his  sons.  It  was  Samuel  that 
had  anointed  Saul  king.  Saul  had 
been  disobedient,  and  now  tho  prophet 
is  commissioned  to  anoint  another. 
1  l.e  prepared  a  horn  of  oil,  and  went  to 
Bethlehem.  He  called  Jesse  and  his 
sons  to  the  sacrifice,  and  without  letting 
the  principal  object  of  his  visit  from 
Raman  at  this  time  be  known  unto  tho 
people,  he  sought  an  interview  with  the 
family  of  Jesse,  and  Jesse  caused  his 
sons  to  pass  before  the  prophet  that  he 
might  look  upon  them.  When  he 
looked  upon  Eliab,  the  oldest,  he  said, 
"Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is  before 
him."  But  in  this  he  was  mistaken. 
The  Lord  let  him  know  that  he  waanot 
to  judge  of  stature  or  outward  appear- 
ance, for  "  the  Lord  seeth  not  as  man 
seetb,  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward 
appearance  but  (Jod  looketh  at  the 
heart."  All  the  bods  of  Jesse  passed 
before  Samuel  except  Davrd,  who  was 
in  iiie  -field  wiih  the  sheep. 

When  Samuel  saw  that  God  had  not 
selected  either  of  the  seven,  he  asked, 
;i  are  here  all  thy  children?"  Jcsso  an- 
swered that  they  were  all  here  escept 
tho  youngest.  He  bade  Jesse  send  for 
him,  and  he  did.  As  soon  as  Samuel 
saw  the  lad,  he  was  satisfied  that  tliis 
was  the  one  that  was  to  be  anointed. 
And  in  the  company  of  Jesse  and  his 
other  sons,  Samuel  poured  the  oil  upon 
the  head  of  David,  and  so  designated 
him  as  the  Lord's  anointed  for  the 
throne  of  Israel  1st  Samuel,  svi: 
12. 

From  tho  time  that  Samuel  anointed 
David  he  was  blest  with  the  spirit  and 
favor  of  God.  He  increased  under  the 
influence  of  that  spirit,  in  wisdom,  pru- 
dence, courage  and  true  magnanimity. 
Hchadnatural  gifts  that  were  probably 
not  developed  so  as  to  attract  particu- 
larly the  attention  of  his  father,  and  of 
his  brothers,  previous  to  the  visit  of 
Samuel.  But  it  was  not  long  after  that 
until  he  made  himself  known  as  a 
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prodigy  in  slaying  with 
s[.onc  ilioPl'.iiUme  giant. 

Hi".  brother:',  at  least  the  _. 

were  warriors  in  the  arm?  of  king  Saul, 
who  was  engaged  in  a  contest  with  the 
Philistines.  1st  Samuel,  xvii:  13. 
Jesse  sent  David  to  the  army  to  see  his 
brothers,  with  some  parched  corn, 
loaves  of  tread  and  cheese.  At  the 
time  he  reached  the  army,  they  were 
about  entering  into  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy.  Ho  heard  the  shouting  to 
tho  battle,  he  saw  the  armies  were  ar- 
ranged for  the  contest,  and  he  ran  into 
the  army  with  tho  message  from  his 
father  and  the  presents  he  had  brought. 
While  ho  talked  with  his  brethren,  Go- 
liath, the  Philistine  giant,  came  out  to 
show  himself  and  defy  tho  army  of  the 
living  God.  Wow  David  heard  his  de- 
fiant words,  and  his  cowagcoas  foul  w;irj 
fired  with  ambition  to  rid  Israel  of  this 
dreaded  enemy.  Lie  intimated  that  ho 
was  ready  to  meet  Goliath  in  singlo  con- 
flict. Be  talked  with  a  considerable 
degree  ofL  animation,  and  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  soldiers.  David  said 
What  did  ye  say  shall  bo  dor.o  to  the 
man  that  killeth  tho  Philistine,  and 
taketh  away  the  reproach  from  Israel? 
And  they  told  him  (bathing  f--ai.il  would 

give  him  great  ri<;iir.:a.  :iiid  Ilih  ila.i.Lihku- 

fur  a  wile,  and  make  hifj  f.uher'sfamily 
free  in  Israel. 

Eliab,  the  oldest  brother  of  David, 
complained  of  him  when  lie  heard  him 
talk  thus,  and  reproved  him,  but  David 
defended  himself  by  asserting  "that 
there  was  a  cause"  why  ho  should  talk 
thus,  and  the  complaint  and  reproof  of 
Eliab  did  not  stop  him.  Soon  it  was 
told  Saul  that  David  was  willing  to  meet 
Goliath.  Saul  sent  for  him  and  com- 
muned with  him.  Ho  looked  upon 
David's  slender  form  and  youthful  ap- 
pearance, andmado  an  objection,  "thou 
art  bat  a  youth,  and  he  a  man  of  war 
from  his  youth."  David  then  presented 
an  argument  in  favor  of  his  being  per- 
mitted to  go  against  the  giant  in  battle. 
His  reasoning  was:  "I  kept  my  father's 
sheep,  and  a  lion  came  and  took  a  lamb 
out  of  tho  flock,  and  I  followed  tho  lion 
and  smote  him  and  recovered  tho  Iamb. 
And  at  another  time  I  was  attacked  by 
a  bear,  and  J.  slew  him.  Now  as  I  slew 
a  lion  and  a  hear  1  will  slay  this  i 
emnci:;;:d  J.'iuli-.i.mc.  The  Lord 
mo  deliverance  in  the  first  case,  ai 
will  give  me  deliverance  in  this  latter 


se."  Saul  saw  that  there  was  a  force 
David';;  i'CiVJoruu!;,  and  ho  bade  him 
go  with  his  blessing.  He  admired  tho 
courage  of  David,  and  hia  trust  in  the 
God  of  Israel.  In  order  toplaco  David 
in  as  good  a  condition  for  defense  as 
possible,  he  put  on  him  lu3  own  armor, 
Tho  first  time  probably  the  king  of 
Israel  had  ever  offered  the  loan  of  his 
armor  to  a  warrior,  or  placed  it  upon 
any  person,  not  even  upon  Jonathan, 
his  son.  And  be  must  have  had  a  de- 
gree of  confidence  in  David's  success, 
or  he  would  not  have  risked  hia  armor, 
when  it  would  certainly  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  the  Philistines, 
if  David  was  killed.  I -si  Samuel  xvii. 
But  tho  armor  was  rejected.  David 
was  but  a  youth,  slender  and  not  very 
tall,  while  Saul  was  a  head  and 
shoulders  taller  than  any  other- man  in 
Israel.  It  probably  did  not.  fit,  and  he- 
side  that  it  would  be  an  incumbrance 
to  David  who  was  unaccustomed  to  the 
use  of  armor, 

He  left  the  presence  of  the  king 
with  no  weapon  of  war  about  him,  ex- 
cept, indeed,  his  staff  might  bo  con- 
sidered such.  As  ha  passed  on  to- 
ward tho  Philistine  army,  he  crossed  a 
brook,  and,  from  tho  bod  of  it,  chose 
hiiji  five  smooth  stones.  With  one  of 
these  st  ones  in  his   sling,  ho  ap- 

E  reached  the  dcilai.it  giant.  He 
card  the  bitter  wordo  and  cursing  of 
hia  enemy  as  ho  reared  him,  and. 
trusting  in  God  for  deliveraiuie,  be 
threw  a  stone  from  his  filing  with  such 
violence  that,  as  it  smote  iho  giant  in 
the  forehead,  it  broke  through  and 
sank  in,  producing  almost  instant 
death.  David  upon  seeing  that  his 
enemy  had  fallen,  ran  up  and,  with 
the  massive  sword  of  tho  fallen  cham- 
pion, cut  off  his  head,  and  took  it  to 
Jerusalem  to  show  it  unto  Saul  and 
all  Israel.  And  ho  took  possession 
of  Goliath's  sword  and  armour,  and 
probably  deposited  them  with  the 
king  as  testimonials  of  his  conquest, 
Saul  placed  them  ia  tho  charge  of  1  he 
high  priest,  lor  afterward,  when  David 
was  in  imminent  peril,  Abimelech 
gave  him  the  sword.    1st  Sam.  xsi. 

David  cultivated,  while  a  shepherd, 
his  talent  for  music,  and  an  evil  spirit 
from  the  Lord  troubled  Saul.  It  was 
thought,  by  some  of  the  king's  serv- 
ants, that  music  would  have  a  salu- 
tary effect  upon  him.    They  si 
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this  to  Saul,  and  he  agreed  that  they 
should  provide  him  a  roan  that  could 
play  well.  Some  ol  them  hail  beard 
the  sweet  tones  of  David's  harp  borne 
on  the  morning  and  evening  breezes 
in  and  near  Bethlehem,  where  Jesse 
lived,  and  they  reported  the  son  of 
Jesse  to  Saul  as  a  skillful  player,  and. 
moreover,  "  a  mighty  valiant  man,  and 
a  man  of  war,  and  prudent  in  matters, 
end  a  comely  person  "—one  that  would 
bo  an  honor  to  the  king's  court.  King 
Saul  accordingly  sent  for  David,  and 
Jesse,  his  father,  sent  him  to  the  king 
with  a  present.  Thus  was  David  in- 
trodueed  to  Saul  nil  a  musician. 

Early  after  David  was  admitted  to 
the  court,  ho  formed  strong  attach- 
ments for  Jonathan,  the  king's  son. 
They  became  true  friends,  and,  as 
years  roiled  on  and  Davkl  suffered 
from  the  jealousy  of  Saul,  he  and 
the  young,  magnanimous  prince,  were 
bound  together  in  tho  strongest  of 
mutual  covenants.  Tho  jealousy  of 
Saul  led  him  twice  to  cast  a  javelin  at 
David  to  kill  him  ■  hut  the  Lord  pre- 
served him.  Saul  was  determined  to 
rid  himself  of  David,  who  had  al 
ready  secured  to  himself  a  great  name 
in  Israel  as  a  valorous  man ;  for  he 
had  not  only  slain  Goliath,  but  he " 
otbei-  and  very  groat  victories  i 
order: 
hi-:  (MiicciV.  to  ki.il  David. 

When  David  returned  from  the 
slaughter  of  tho  Philistines,  the  women 
sang  as  they  cam;!  out  of  the  cities  of 
Israel  to  congratulate  them:  "Saul 
hath  slain  his  thousands,  and  David  his 
teas  of  thousands."  This  was  exceed- 
ingly unpleasant  to,  the  jealous  king. 
He  had  murder  in  his  heart,  and  would 
indeed  have  spilled  the  life-blood  of 
David  with  his  own  hand  had  not  God 
prevented.  Ho  sent  his  servants  tc 
David's  house  to  watch  for  him  as  he 
left  it  in  tho  morning,  and  kill  him. 
And  when  David  escaped  with  the  aid 
of  Michal,  who  deceived  her  father  by 
savins?  that  he  was  at  home  sick,  Saul 
scut  his  servants  to  the  house  and  bade 
them  enter  and  bring  him  in  hi.1!  bed, 
'..bat  he  might  day  him.  Ho  wished  to 
effect  his  end  in  murdering  David  with- 
out shocking  Mkhal  by  committing  the 
deed  before  her  eyes,  and.  hence  bade 
them  He  in  wait  for  him  and  bill  him ; 
but  upon  hearing  that  David  was  sick, 
he  bade  them  bring  him  to  him  in  the 


bed  and  he  would  slay  him  at  once. 
David  having  thus  escaped  fled  to 
Ramnh  and  had  an  interview  with 
Samuel.  Soon  Saul  heard  of  it,  and  ho 
went  in  person  to  seise  David,  but  was 
prevented.  David  afterward  sought 
and  obtained  an  interview  with  Jona- 
than, which  resulted  in  the  young 
prince  making  another  effort  to  recon- 


the  priest  was,  and  iVoni 

him  ho  procured  bread  and  the  sword 
of  Goliath,  the  Philistine  giant.     Hav- 
ing provided  himself  thus  with  bread 
and  s- sword,  ho  went  to  Achish,  the 
king  of  Gath.     He  had  not  been  there 
long  until  he  was  recognized  as  the 
an  who  had  kiDed  their  giant.    It 
■iy  be  they  saw  the  sword  of  G-ojiath 
his  possession  and  knew  it.     Their 

fieions  were  arnuse'i  a^ainrt  htr.i, 
he  began  to  realize  that  ho  was  in 
great  danger — that  his  life  was  in  im- 
minent peril.  He  became,  it  is  sup- 
id  by  some,  greatly  alarmed,  and 
alarm  threw  him  into  a  kind  cf 
ied  with  cj-iliejisy  ; 
but  1st  Sam.  sxi :  13,  favors  the  idea 
that  his  madness  was  not  real  but 
feigned :  "  And  bo  changed  his  behav- 
ior before  them,  and  feigned  himself 
mad  in  their  hands,  and  sera  hb  led  on 
the  doors  of  the  gate,  and  let  his  Spit- 
tle fall  down  upon  his  beard."  Tho 
king  of  Gath  was  under  the  impression 
that  he  was  deranged  ot  very  sorely 
diseased,  and  sent  him  away. 

David  then  went  to  the  eave  of  Adul- 
lam,  where  bo  was  joined  by  four  hun- 
dred men,  who  placed  themselves  under 
him  as  his  soldiers.  David  left  the 
eave  of  Adullam  and  went  to  Miapeh 
of  Moah.  Having  an  interview  with 
the  king  of  Moab,  ho  made  arrange- 
ments for  the  safety  of  his  parents,  sup- 
posing they  were  not  sate  in  the  reach 
After  tins  be  v.-ent  to  the  kj'- 


high-priest;  for  be,  with  all  his  sons 
except  this  one,  had  perished. 

Not  long  after  this  ho  helped  the  for- 
tified town  of  Keilah,  when  the  Philis- 
tines rose  n p_  against  tbem,  and  God 
aavo  him  a  victory  over  the  Philistines. 
It  was  not  long  until  Saul  heard  of  the 
victory,  and  supposing  David  was  in 
the  town  he  had  thus  delivered,  he  de- 
termined to  go  in  search  of  him  ;   but 
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David  had  fled  from  the  place  and  had 
encamped  in  the  wilderness  of  Ziph. 
Saul  was  quite  anxious  ta  take  David ; 
but  having  heard  of  his  escape,  he  de- 
termined not  to  go  until  he  learned 
where  he  was.  After  hearing  that  he 
was  in  the  wild  chicks  ho  (sought  him, 
but  in  vain.  While  David  was  wander- 
ing one  day  in  the  wood  skirting  the 
wilderness,  he  had  an  interview— and 
it  was  the  last  he  ever  had  on  earth— 
with  Jonathan.  Soon  after  this  the  in- 
...  s  of  the  cily  of  Zipli  ivied  to 
y  I);::Tid  iiiio  lie  luitid.4  ;md  power 
or  caul.  Having  heard  of,  or  under- 
standing this  plot,  David  changed  his 
ppjation  to  Maon.  His  enemy  sought 
hiin.  there  ;  but.  he  was  called  from  hi-; 
pursuit  of  David  by  the  Philistines  in- 
vading bis  kingdom;  and  its  interests 
demanded  his  attention.  David  takes 
advantage  of  Saul's  stay  in  pursuing 
tiro,  and  encamjied  in  the  wilderness 
of  Engedi.  Saul  having  heard  that  he 
was  there  goes  in  search  of  him  with 
three  thousand  men,  and  being  wearied 
he  went  into  a  cave  to  rest  and  sleep. 
It  was  the  place  where  David  and  his 
men  were  concealed,  and  an  opportun- 
ity was  thus  afforded  David  of  killing 
Saul,  but  be  would  not,  nor  would  he 
allow  his  men  to  do  it ;  but  he  cut.  off 
the  skirt  of  Saul's  robe,  and  afterwards 
showed  it  to  him.  Saul  was  confounded 
at  the  generosity  and  kindness  of  David 
toward  him,  and  determined  to  give  up 
the  pursuit  of  him.  He  acknowledged 
his  convictions  that  David  was  to  be 
tho  King  of  fsrael,  and  asked  a  prom- 
ise of  him  of  kindness  to  his  father's 
house.  David  readily  made  tho  prom- 
ise, for  he  bad  made  it  before  to  Jona- 
than in  their  covenant.  1st  Sam.  six, 
Xx,  and  xxi. 

Mot  long  after  this  David  was  severely 
tried  by  the  churlishness  and  meanness 
of  Nabal,  tho  Carmelite,  and  he  would 
have  destroyer]  the  fninily  of  INabsl.  but 
for  the  kindness  to  him,  and  tho  influ- 
ence over  him,  of  Abigail,  Nabal',7)  wife. 
This  Carmelite  was  iiiibrniod  afterwards 
of  the  danger  be  had  escaped  by  her  in- 
terference, which  had  such  an  effect 
upon  him  thai  in  ten  days  afterwards 
he  died,  when  David  took  Abigail  to  bo 
bis  wife.     1st  fem,  xxv. 

Again  Saul  was  induced  to  go  in 
search  of  David,  (ho,  ZipHtcs  having 
informed  him  where  David  was.  He 
went  as  in  the  former  ease  with  three 


eii-mped  with  his  men  ■ 
Haehilah  which  is  bef 
David  sent  out  some  spies  to  ascertain 
whore  Saul  had  pitched  bisroyaHcut, 
and  in  company  with  Abishai,  David 
went  under  the  cover  of  night  unci  softly 
approached  the  tent  where  Saul  lay 
sleeping,  asalsothecaptainof  (ho  boss. 
Again  Saul  was  in  David's  power,  but 
be  would  not  harm  him.  He  took  his 
spear  that  was  sticking  in  tho  ground  ' 
near  him,  and  a  cruise  of  water  and 
went  away.  David  then  goes  off  a  dis- 
tance and  awakes  Abner  and  chides 
him  for  being  so  careless  of  IiL-i  master's 
life ;  shows  the  spear  and  cruise  of 
water.  Ho  enters  into  a  conversation 
then  with  Saul  in  which  he  complains 
bitterly  of  his  hostility  and  continued 
seeking  after  him  to  destroy  him. 

David  seemed  la  have  so  far  lost 
confidence  as  to  conclude  that  he  will 
certainly  perish  hy  tho  hand  of  Saul. 
He  had  no  confidence  in  the  seeming 
humiliation  el"  Haul  or  bis  promises  to 
cease  hostility,  and  be  iliea  to  Achish 
the  kmgof  i.-aih,  or  joins  the  enemies 
of  God  and  of  bis  country.  He  was 
kindly  received  and  Achish'  gave  him 
Ziklag,  and  he  Jived  there  for  more 
than  a  year.  And  when  Aehish  made 
war  with  the  Israelites  he  proposed  to 
David  to  go  out  to  battle  with  him, 
and  he  seemingly  consented.  But  a 
question  of  propriety  rose  among  the 
officers  of  the  Philistine  army  as  to 
David's  going  with  them,  they  ob- 
jected, and  their  king  finding  that 
they;  were  all  against  him,  advised 
David  to  return  and  he  did  so  reluc- 
tantly. But  when  be  arrived  in  the 
land  of  the  Philistines  ho  found  bis 
city  Ziklag  burnt,  with  Are,  and  his 
wives  and  the  wives)  of  his  men  car- 
ried away  captives  by  the  Amelekites 
who  bad  taken  advantage  of  bis  ab- 
sence. Added  to  tho  loss  of  his  wives 
and  of  tho  city,  and  the  cries  of  his 
men  for  their  losses,  they  turned 
against  him  in  mutiny  and  talked  of 
stoning  him.  But  David  went  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy  and  finding  them 
he  attacked  them  and  destroyed  die 
whole  company  except  four  hundred, 
who  made  their  escape  by  the  fleot- 
ness  of  their  camels.  Theyrecovered 
their  wives  and  families  and  all  their 
goods,  and  he  took  much  spoils  for 
we  arc  informed  that  he  sent  of  the 
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spoils  that  were  taken  to  var 
cities  of  Judah,  and  to  those  persons 
and  places  where  favor  had   b> 
ah  own  him. 

The  battle  between  the  Philistines 
and  Israelites  that  David  would  have 
been  in,  had  net  Achish  seat  him 
back,  was  a  severe  one,  and  Israel 
was  made  to  flee  before  the  enemy. 
And  Saul  and  three  of  his  sons  fell  id 
battle,  among_  them  was1  Jonathan. 
The  information  reached  David  that 
the  Gilboe  battle  had  gone  against 
Israel,  and  that  Saul  and  Jonathan 
were  filain.  David  and  his  men  en- 
gaged in  a  lamentation,  and  the  com- 
position of  David  is  a  most  touching 
elegy.  After  this  David  by  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Almighty,  goes  to  Hebron 
with  his  family,  and  Ms  men  and  their 
families,  and  they  dwell  in  Hebron 
cities,  and  David  was  taken  up  by  the 
men  of  Judah  am!  anointed  king. 

One  of  the  first  acts  on  react  u 
the  throne  was  to  congratulate  the 
inhabitants  of  Jabesh  Gilead,  over 
their  kindness  to  the  kingdom  in  res- 
cuing the  bodic:!  of  Html  and  his  sons 
from  the  Philistines.  At  first  when 
David  began  to  reign  Ishhoshetli,  the 
son  of  Saul  was  also  reigningin  Heb- 
ron, and  he  probably  continued  to 
reign  as  Jong  as  David  remained  there, 
which  was  so  von  years  and  six  months. 
2d  8am.  ii:  11.  But  two  years  after 
Ishhosheth  began  to  reign,  the  house 
of  Judah  attached  themselves  to  the 
interests  of  David,  leaving  him  whom 
they  had  served  two  years.  The  first 
war  in  which  David's  kingdom  was 
engaged  was  with  the  house  of  Saul, 
not  because  he  desired  to  be  at  war 
with  them,  or  had  forgotten  the  cove- 
nant entered  into  and  confirmed  with 
Jonathan  under  the  most  solemn  cir- 
cumstances, and  afterward  with  Saul 
when  lie  parted  with  him  the  last 
time,  having  delivered  him  up  his 
;  [icar  and  c raise  of  water. 

If  David  had  been  determined  to 
extirpate  the  house  of  Saul  Ishho- 
sheth would  not  have  reigned,  for  two 
years  even  in  peace  as  he  did.  The 
wars  seemed  to  be  brought  on  and 
prosecuted  by  Abner  and  Joab,  the 
former  the  chief  servant  of  Ishho- 
sheth, and  the  latter  the  captain  of 
David's  host.  But  we  are  informed 
that  the  house  of  David  waxed 
stronger  and  stronger,  and  the  house 


of  Saul  waxed  weaker  and  weaker, 
until  finally  Abner  proposed  to  David 
to  transfer  to  him  the  interests  of  his 
master.  But  it  was  not  long  until, 
(even  before  this  matter  was  consum- 
mated,) Abner  fell  by  the  murderous 
hand  of  Joah.  David  was  much 
afflicted  over  this  treachery  of  his 
servant  in  the  death  of  Abner,  and 
broke  out  in  tho  most  touching  and 
pathetic  lamentations :  "  Died  Abner 
as  a  fool  dieth?  Thy  hands  were  not 
bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters. 
As  a  man  falleth  before  wicked  men. 
so  fallest  thou."  Soon  after  this  Ish- 
hosheth was  murdered  by  two  of  his 
captains,  who  came  and  informed 
David  what  they  had  done,  and  tlicy 
brought  as  evidence  of  their  deed 
the  head  of  Saul'dson  to  him.  David 
instead  of  looking  upon  them  with 
favor,  charged  them  with  a  most 
wicked  act.  They  bad  murdered  an 
innocent  man  in  his  own  house,  and 
upon  liis  own  bed,  and  ouo  that  they 
ought  to  have  defended,  which  was 
the  meanest  treachery,  and  for  tnie 
act  declared  that  they  should  die. 
David  thereby  proving  to  all  Israe' 
that  be  was  not  the  enemy  of  Saul's 
house. 

All  the  people  of  Israel  that  up  to 
this  time  had  adhered  to  Saul's  son, 
now  turned  their  attention  to  David, 
and  submitted  to  bis  authority  as  king. 
They  gave  three  reasons  why  thev 
rallied  around  bim  asking.  One  was, 
he  was  their  countryman.  "We  are 
thy  bone  and  thy  flesh."  Another 
reason  was,  in  tho  days  of  king  Saul, 
David  was  the  general  of  Israel's 
armies,  and  led  them  to  victory  against 
their  enemies.  "Thou  wast  he  that 
leddest  out  and  btoughtest  in  Israel." 
But  a  third  reason  was,  God  had  se- 
lected him  evidentlyas  king  and  suc- 
cessor of  Saul.  "  The  Lord  said  to 
thee,  thou  shalt  feed  my  people,  and 
be  a  captain  over  Israel."  With 
these  convictions  regarding  David,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  ac- 
cepted him  as  King.  For  their  satis- 
faction, David  was  anointed  the  third 
time  to  be  king  of  Israel.  First  by 
SamueL  when  he  fed  his  father's 
sheep.  Second  at  Hebron,  seven  years 
and  six  months  before  this  third 
anointing  done  at  Hebron,  and  he  was 
now  acknowledged  by  all  Israel  as 
king. 
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One  of  the  first  acts  of  David  as 
king  of  all  Israel  was  to  retake  the 
city  of  Jerusalem;  for  by  some  means 
it  had  come  into  the  hands  and  was 
under  the  authority  of  the  Jcbusitcs. 
They  had  a  strong  fort  upon  the  hill 
called  Zion,  which  David  took  and 
transferred  his  court  to  itfromHeb- 
>ron.  He  then  enters  into  friendly 
relations  with  Kiram,  king  of  Tyre, 
who  furnished  him  "workmen  and  ma- 
terials to  build  a  house.  Soon  after 
this  he  is  called  upon  to  fight  with  the 
Philistines,  who  had  so  long  been  the 
hitter  enemies  of  Israel,  in  the  valley 
ofPicphaim.  He  conquered  them, 
and  captured  their  images  or  false  gods 
that  they  wcro  accustomed  to  take  with 


being  satisfied,  met  Israel  again  upon 
the  same  battlefield.  David  did  not 
wish  to  fight  with  them,  though 
flushed  with  vietory,  unless  the  Lord 
was  willing.  lie  enquired  of  the  Lord 
as  to  whether  ho  should  go  ornot,  and 
the  Lord  told  him  to  go.  He  received 
direction  as1  to  the  route  he  should 
take.  God  marked  out  the  way  for  his 
army,  and  the  precise  time  when  he 
should  unite  the- attack.  2d  Bam. 
23-24:  "Fetch  a  compass  be!ii_ 
them  and  come  upon  them  over  against 
the  mulberry  trees.  And  let  it  be 
when  t.houhearcst  the  sound  of  agoing 
in  the  tops  of  the  mulberry  trees  that 
then  thou  filial t  bestir  thyself,"  ;&e. 
He  followed  the  divine  direction,  and 
soon  flieai.my  w;W  smitten. 

He  brought  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
from  Kirjath-jsarim  to  Jerusalem,  but 
a  circumstance  occurred  that  ted  liim 
to  leave  it  for  awhilo  in  .the  house  of 
Ohed-Edom.  It  was  detained  there 
three  months,  when  ho  brought  it  up 
to  hia  own  city -with  gladness  and  joy. 
This  made  Jerusalem  the  centre  of 
worehip. 

"When  David  realized  peace  in  his 
kingdom,  (for  bis  enemies  were  sub- 
dued) and  prosperity  among  his  sub- 
jects, te  began  to  contemplate  build- 
ing a  temple  for  tho  LotJ,  and  made 
the  prophet  Nathan  acquainted  with 
his  thoughts  on  the  subject.  The 
prophet  encouraged  him  in  it.  But 
there  was  a  barrier  in  the  way,  and 
that  was  the  divine  will.  God  let 
David  know  that  ho  should  not  build 
a  temple,  but  that  Solomon,  bis  son, 


should.  The  reason  given  was,  (1st 
Chronicles,  xxii:  8,)  "Thouhastshed 
blood  abundantly  and  hast  made  great 

David,  in  carrying  on  his  kingdom, 
continued  in  war  with  his  enemies. 
He  fought  and  conquered  the  Philis- 
tines again,  and  the  Moabites,  and  the 
king  of  Zobnh,  and  the  Syrians  in 
general.    Ho  continued  to  increase  in 

Sower  as  a  king  and  in  popularity  with 
is  subjects. 

He  is  afforded  on  opportunity  of 
.ho  wing  friendship  to  the  house  of 
Saul  in  the  person  of  Mephiboshcth, 
Jonathan's  son,  and  he  improves  it. 
David  was  injured  by  having  his  mo- 
tives impugned  by  a  king  of  the  Am- 
monites, to  whom  he  sent  messengers 
and  a  message  of  condolence.  They 
iiv.-i.ed  the  i:i!>;.-!;mi:i<v:-s  sliaiiiai.u :ly.  hv 
cutting  off  one-half  of  their  beards 
and  their  garment.  He  resented  the 
injury,  ana  though  they  hired  the  Syr- 
ians to  help  them  in  war  against  liim. 
yet  he  defeated  them.  The  Syrians, 
chagrined  over  their  defeat,  deter- 
mined to  replenish  their  army  and  try 
it  again,  and  they  did,  but  were  de- 
feated, with  a  loss  of  seven  hundred 
chariots  and  forty  thousand  horsemen, 
and  the  death  of  their  commander, 
Shohaeh. 

The  Ammonites  still  war  with  David 
and  there  is  a  long  contest,  as  Joab 
besieges  tho  city  of  Kabbah,  and  finally 
a  loss  to  Israel.  It  was  about  this  time 
that  David  committed  the  darkest  deed 
of  his  life,  viz.  tho  murder  of  Uriah 
the  Hittite,  and  the  crime  which  led  to 
that  murder.  He  Was  reproved  in  the 
most  searching  manner  by  Nathan  the 
prophet,  and  was  deeply  humbled  be- 
fore the  Lord.  His  sin  in  this  matter 
seems  to  have  been  visited  upon  him 
when  Amnion  defiled  Taraar.  And 
again  when  Absalom  killed  Amnion. 
And  again  when  Absalom  rebelled  and 
tried  to  lead  tho  kingdon  away  from 
him,  and  finally  wasimng  in  an  oak 
and  fell  in  death  hy  the  darts  of  Joab. 
If  he  wept  when  the  child  of  Eath- 
shehali  was  dying  he  wept  still  more 
wli'-ii.  Absalom  was  dead. 

When  Absalom  rebelled  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  Jerusalem  and  fly  for 
his  life,  but  after  he  was  dead  David 
returned  to  Jerusalem. 

An  insurrection  was  raised  by  a 
wicked  man  named  Sheba,  but  it  was 
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finally  quelled  and  the  leader  of  the 
insurrection  was  thrown  over  the  wall 
of  the  city  to  which  he  had  fled.  Joab 
saw  it,  was  satisfied,  and  retired  from 
the  city. 

When  the  Gibeonitos  demanded  at 
the  hand  of  David  seven  sons  of  Saul, 
that  tlicy  mialifc  hang  them  as  an.  atone- 
ment for  Saul's  cruelty  to  them,  David 
gave  them  up  and  no  douht  thought  he 
did  right  in  doing  so. 

It  was  not  because  David  had  any- 
thing against  the  house  of  Saul,  or  de- 
sire dto  destroy  them,  hut  the  requisi- 
tion was  made  and  he  complied  with  it, 
saving  the  son  of  Jonathan  because  of 
the  oath  between  them. 

David  took  up  the  bones  of  Saul  and 
Jonathan  that  wore  buried  by  the  men 
of  Jabcsh  t.lilend  under  &  tree,  and 
tcrred  them  in  the  scpulcher  of  Sa 
father  Id  flit!  <:i.imtvy  of  Benjamin. 

The  Philistines  yet  made  war  upon 
Israel  and  David  went  in  person  to  bat- 
tle, and  while  fighting  with,  his  enemy 
' '  waxed  fai  nt :' '  this  circumstance  seems 
to  have  led  Abishai  to  suggest  to  him 
that  he  go  out  to  battle 
the  light  of  Israel  be  qu.... 

Wo  have  an  account  of  a  wrong  com' 
mitted  by  David  in  numbering  Israel, 
for  which  the  Lord  was  angry  with  him, 
and  in  his  anger  determined  to  punish 
Lim.  David  realized  that  he  had  done 
wrong  and  confessed  his  sin.  But  con- 
fession was  not  enough  then,  and  the 
Lord  sent  the  prophet  Gad  to  him  with 
a  proposition  regarding  the  punish- 
ment. "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I  offer 
thee  three  things;  chooso  thee  one  of 
them  that  I  may  do  it  unto  thee,"  &e. 
David  acted  very  sensibly  and  nobly  in 
this  matter.  He  showed  his  power  of 
mind  and  wisdom  in  the  choice,  "  T 
us  now  fall  into  the  hands  of  God, 
his  .mercies  are  great;  and  let  me 
fall  into  the  hands  of  man."  i.  e. 
choose  the  pestilence.  This  choice 
brought  him  and  his  household  on  a 
level  with  all  his  subjects.  The  pesti- 
lence came  and  seventy  thousand  died, 
when  the  plague  was  stayed,  and  an 
altar  was  erected  on  the  threshing  floor 
of  Oman  the  Jcbusitc. 

When  David  had  reigned  forty 
years,  or  nearly  so,  it  was  quite  " 
from  his  feebleuess  that  Mb  <____  . 
nigh,  they  procured  a  fair  damsel 
whose  name  was  Abishag,  to  cherish 
and  minister  unto  tho  king. 


Adonijah  the  eldest  son  of  king 
David,  seeing  the  feebleness  of  his 
father  and  knowing  that  ho  would 
soon  die,  followed  the  example  of  his 
brother  Absalom  in  procuring  chariots 
and  horsemen,  and  arranging  to  have 
himself  proclaimed  king. 

Nathan  the  prophet  knew  that  Solo- 
mon was  to  bo  tb  e  successor  of  David, 
and  he  hade  Bathsheba  go  in  unto  the 
king  and  remind  him  of  the  oath  he 
had  given,  that  Solomon,  her  son 
should  reign  after  him.  She  did  so. 
and  while  she  was  talking  to  the  king 
Nathan  came  in  to  talk  on  tho  same 
subject,  and  inform  him  of  the  move- 
ment of  Adonijah.  David  then  com- 
manded that  Solomon  he  crowned 
kingat  once.  Soon  after  this  the  dy- 
ingl>avid gave  his  JastchargetoSolo- 
mon— a  charge  relative  to  his  personal 
conduct  as  a  king  in  the  affairs  of  his 
government  and  tho  manner  in  which 
he  should  treat  Bareillai  the  Gilead- 
ite,  who  befriended  him  in  a  time  of 
great  peril,  and  also  of  the  manner  in 
which  ho  should  treat  Joab  who  had 
been  captain  of  his  host — who  had 
murdered  two  great  men  who  were 
innocent,  viz.,  Aimer  the  son  of  Ner, 
and  Amaaa.  He  also  gave  direction 
as  to  the  treatment  of  Shimei,  who 
cursed  him  as  ho  went  to  Mahanaim, 
after  which  his  work  being  all  done 
and  tho  affairs  of  his  reign  (dosed  up, 
he  died. 

The  life  of  David  had  been  a  re- 
markable one.  A  chain  of  Providence 
is  clearly  discoverable,  formed  of  un- 
broken links  from  his  boyhood  until 
threescore  and  ton  years  were  num- 
bered. He  lived  well  in  the  main, 
and  ho  died  well.  He  distinguished 
himself  as  a  man  of  war ;  as  a  poet 
and  musician ;  as  a  father  full  of  kind- 
ness and  love  to  his  children,  even 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  Absalom, 
they  were  guilty  of  the  grossest  wrongs 
toward  him.  And  he  was  a  faithful 
friend  to  those  who  were  in  league 
with  him.  He  was  buried  with  royal 
honors  by  Solomon  in  the  city  of 
David,  and  Josephus  tells  us  that  im- 
mense treasures  were  deposited  in  hu- 
3epulcher  and  remained  there  unmo- 
lested for  thirteen  hundred  years. 

The  immortal  spirit  of  the  illustri- 
ous David  went  home  to  hoa.yen. 
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DEBIK— [JVber.] 

Pjinut  was  a  king  of  Eglon,who  is 
referred  to  in  Joanna  s ;  3.  He  was 
ore  of  the  four  kings  that  Adoniae- 
dek,  king  of  Jerusalem,  called  to  his 
help  when  lie  heard  that  Ai  was  cap- 
tared,  and  that  the  Gibeonites  had 
made  peace  with  Israel.  The  king  of 
Jerusalem,  and  Jiin  four  helpers,  en- 
camped before  Gibeon,  to  fight  with 
them.  The  Gobeomtes  at  once  seat 
to  Joshua  to  help  them,  and  he  an- 
swers to  the  call,  and  f[iuokJ?  J.'rillnij.i; 
on  the  confederate  forces,  defeats  them. 
In  the  38th  and  33th  verses,  we  have 
on  account  of  ■}  o::bua.  fighting  against 
Dehii,  and  taking  it  and  the  king 
thereof. 

DEBORAH,  1— [Dcl/o-rahJ  award, 

Deborah  was  the  nurse  of  Re- 
bekah.  We  have  no  account  of  her. 
save  her  death  and  burial,  which  if 
narrated  very  briefly  in  Gen.  xxxv:  S. 
"Bnt  Deborah,  Bebekah's  nurse,  died, 
and  she  was  buried  beneath  Bethel, 
under  an  oak  and  the  name  of  it  wae 
called  Alhinbaeknth,"  the  oak  of 
weeping.  This  is  the  woman  that  was 
sent  from  Nabor  with  Rebekah  '•- 
■the  faithful  servant  of  Abraha 
Eleazar. 

But  she  is  represented  here  as  he  „ 
in  the  family  of  Jacob.  If  she  was 
we  nmy  suppose  that  as  Jacob  was  the 
beloved  of  Bebekah,  for  she  evidently 
loved  him  nioro  than  Esau,  at  the 
death  of  her  mistress,  she  may  have 
taken  up  her  abode  with  Jacob,  to 
live  with  him  or  his  family,  until  h< 
mortal  career  ended. 

Bat  she  may  have  died  and  been 
buried  here  several  years  before,  and 
the  arrival  of  Jacob  and  his  family  at 
this  place,  may  have  led  to  a  remem- 
berance  of  her,  and  the  facte  recorded 
that  here  she  died  and  was  buried. 

T>E  BOIIAH,  2— A  word,  a  bee 


i)ri7i<>iiA«  was 
the  wife  of  Lapidoth.     The  sins 
Israel  were  numerous  and  aggravating 
in  their  nature,  after  their  entrance 
into  the  land  of  Canaan,  as  well 
while  they  wcro  in  the   wildernc 
God  says:     "Forty  years  long  wai 
gi'ieved  with  thin  f;«is  oration,  sind 
it  is  a  people  that  do  "— 


i    their 


ho/'i-t;-,  and  ihey  have  not  known  my 
ways.' 

Their  sins  were  especially  great  in 
Canaan  after  the  death  of  Joshua, 
their  leader.  He  had  conducted  thern 
safely  into  the  country,  commanded 
them  in  conquests,  and  ratified  the 
apportionment  of  the  conquered  land 
to  the  different  tribes.  The  people 
revolted  from  the  true  God,  and  went 
into  gross  idolatry.  On  account  of  it 
the  Lord  was  angry  with  them,  and 
delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  the 
"  When  they  repented  a 
raised  up  among  them,  who 

them  out  of  the  bii.uih  of 

their  enemies.  But  after  the  judge 
died  they  returned  to  their  idolatry 
and  corruption  ;  and  again  the  Lord 
was  angL-y  with  them.,  and  determined 
to  punish  them.  He  would  leave  the 
nations  that  were  in  the  conquered 
country  whore  Joshua  died,  that 
through  them  Isrsel  mi/dit  he  provsid. 
Thev  corrupted  themselves  by  doing 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  went 
into  the  service  of  "Baalim  and  the 
groves."  Again  God's  anger  was  to- 
ward them,  and  ho  sold  them  into  the 
hand  of  an  enemy.  They  repented 
and  cried  to  God  for  deliverance.  He 
had  mercy  upon  thorn,  and  raised 
them  up  a  judge  and  deliverer  in  the 
person  of  Othniel.  For  forty  years 
they  had  peace  and  prosperity;  but 
when  their  judge  died  tliey  relapsed 
into  their  former  hahits  of  wickedness 
and  corruption;  and  again  God  gavo 
them  up.  Their  enemies  over-pow- 
ored  them;  took  them  captives,  and 
took  possession  of  the  beautiful  plain 
of  Jericho,  with  the  "city  of  palm 
trees." 

Israel  again  repented,  and  entreated 
God  to  deliver  them  ;  and  God  raised 
Ehud,  who  first  slew  the  king  of 
Moah,  to  whom  Israel  had  been  in 
service  foT  eighteen  years.  Ehud  then 
led  them  against  the  Moabitas,  and 
they  slew  them  by  thousands,  and 
soon  Israel  was  again  in  peace  and 
prosperity. 

After  him  was  Shamgar,  who  de- 
livered Israel  and  triumphed  against 
their  enemies.  But  after  eighty  years 
they  again  went  into  grievous  sins, 
and  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  the  cap- 
tain of  whose  host  was  Sisera,  greatly 
afflicted  them.  This  was  the  most 
powerful  king  which  had  come  against 
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them,  and  Sisera  was  the  most  expert 
commander.  Israel  looked  upon  the 
nine  hundred  iron  chariots  of  Jabin, 
and  the  large  and  well-trained  army 
led  on  by  Sisera,  and  they  were  afraid. 
Tliey  cried  mightily  unto  God,  and  in 
the  remembrance  of  their  sins  they 
were  penitent.  Their  prayers  for  help 
v.ovo  Ciu-iiosl  ami  eontmuod. 

At  length  the  Lord  heard  them,  and 
a  star  arose  upon  them  amid  the  dark- 
ness of  their  night,  in  the  person  of 
Deborah.  Her  influence  in  her  coun- 
try in  this  time  of  trouble  is  told  in  the 
following  language :  "  At  her  word  the 
stars  in  their  courses  fought  against 
Sisera."  Deborah  was  raised  up  to 
judge  Israel.  And  this  is  the  first  in- 
stance of  female  government  on  record, 
save  thai,  of  Miriam  governing  among 
tho  women  of  Israel  during  their  so- 
journ  in  the  wilderness.  The  husband 
of  Deborah  seems  to  have  bad  no  Land 
in  tbo  affairs  of  the  government.  £ 
occupied  the  high  position  of  head  ... 
affairs,  civil  and  religious.  She  called 
to  her  aid  Barak,  the  eon  of  Abinoam 
and  appointed  him  general  of  the  army, 
She  was  favored  with  revelations  from 
God,  which  told  her  that  the  enemy 
should  be  conquered.  She  thus  de- 
clared to  Barak,  her  general,  the  reve- 
lations Go'd  had  made  to  her,  via  :  that 
the  enemy  should  be  delivered  into  his 
hands.  He  credited  what  she  said,  but 
yet  Lo  refused  to  go  out  to  battle  unless 
she  would  accompany  him.  His  refusal 
to  go  'without  her  was  probably  because 
he  saw  that  she  was  guided_  by  divine 
influence — the  spirit  of  inspiration 
upon  her,  and  he  wished  to  have 
along  with  him  that  he  might  know 
from  her,  when  and  how  to  make  the 
attack.  She  agreed  to  go  with  him 
without  any  hesitancy,  and  with  an 
army  of  ton  thousand  men,  Barak  made 
!\!:uiy  ibr  battle. 

As  Sisera  gathered  the  hosts  of  Jabin 
together  for  battle,  Deborah  was  there 
and  gave  to  hor  general,  Barak,  the 
word  of  command  with  (lie  promise  that 
Sisera  should  be  delivered  into  his 
bands,  for  she  knew  full  well  that  the 
Lord  was  gone  out  before  him  and 
would  fight  for  Israel. 

Having  thus  performed  the  part  she 
was  desired  to  perform  by  Barak,  he  at 
the  head  of  his  army  went  down  from 
the  top  of  Tabor  where  he  had  been  en- 
camped, and  Deborah  tarried  on  the 


mount  to  see  how  the  battle  went.  She 
looked  with  intense  anxiety  upon  her 
general  and  soldiers  as  they  marched 
-igainst  the  enemy.  She  saw  them  as 
they  came  near  each  other  and  com- 
menced their  attack.  She  witnessed 
the  confusion  and;  disorder  in  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy.  She  saw  the  destruction 
of  tho  iron  chariots.  It  may  be  that 
she  saw  the  chariot  in  which  Sisera 
redo,  and  saw  him  as  he  alighted  from 
it  and  fled  on  foot  from  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, and  she  might  have  seen  tho  re- 
maining soldiers  as  they  wheeled  and 
made  an  effort  to  escape,  while  Barak 
and  his  men  pursued  them  in  their 
"ight,  and  cut  them  off  until  thero  was 
ota  man  of  that  vast  army  left.  Even 
Sisera  himself  fell  in  death  by  the  hand 
of  Jael,  the  wife  of  Hebcr,  though  he 
escaped  the  slaughter  on  the  battle- 
field. Deborah  had  prophesied  that  he 
should  thus  fall.  "For  the  Lord  shall 
11  Sisera  into  the  hands  of  a  woman." 
Under  tho  inspiration  with  which 
Deborah  was  blessed  while  she  was  yet 
on  Mount  Tabor,  or  after  her  return  to 
the  city  of  "palm  trees,"  she  composed 
the  song  of  triumph  usually  styled  the 
song  of  Deborah,  and  Barak.  The  song 
itself  is  a  sublime  composition.  Piety 
and  truo  devotion  to  God  shine  forth  in- 
bold  relief  from  its  beginning  to  its 
end. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  where  tho  conduct 
of  this  i'ddbruted  woman  is  most  to  be 
admired.  Whether,  when  she  was  a 
"  Israel,  residing  in  tho  city  of 
J i,  deciding  difficult  cases  re- 
ferred to  her,  and  so  winning  the  hearts 
of  the  people  ;  or  when  she  settles  the 
generalship  upon  Barak,  and  commands 
liin  to  enlist  ten  thousand  men  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  or  when  she  ac- 
companies him  to  toe  scene  of  action 
and  gives  direction  as  to  when  he  shall 
make  the  attack,  and  encourages  him 
to  hope  for  victory ;  or  when  she  stands 
upon  the  mountain,  and  with  intense 
anxiety  watches  tho  armies  as  they 
come  in  conflict ;  or  when  associated 
with  Barak  after  the  battle  is  over,  her 
voice  of  song  falls  upon  the  ears  of  her 
soldiers  and  the  delighted  people,  made 
free  by  tho  recent  wonderful  victory,  m 
this  song  of  glorious  triumph.  From 
every  standpoint  that  we  thus  behold 
her  she  appears  beautiful,  but  especially 


j  full  of  sublime  propbecy. 
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DEDAN  1— [De'-dau,]  (Aeir  fireoifs, 
friendship,  uncle. 
Dedan  was  the  son  of  Raamah,  and 
the  grandson  of  Cush,  referred  to  in 
Genesis,  x:  7,  with  Slicba,  hi s broth er. 
It  is  supposed  I  hat  the  posterity  of  Do- 
dan  settled  a  part  of  Arabia.  They 
Bobably  gave  the  name  to  the  city  of 
edan  in  Arabia  Felix. 

DEDAN  %— Their  breast^  friend- 
ship, uncle. 
Dedan  was  the  sou  of  Jokshan,  and 
the  grandson  of  Abraham.  He  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Genesis,  xxv;  3,  with  his 
three  sons  Asshurim,  Lctushim,  and 
Lcummim.  These  three  names  are 
supposed  to  represent  three  tribes, 
and  the  Dedanites  who  traded  with  the 
Tynans  in  ivory,  ebony  and  fine  clothcs: 
for  chariots,  were  (.lie  descendants  of 
this  Dedan.  They  are  referred  to  in 
Ezckiel,  xxvii:  15-20,  as  also,  in  Jer- 
emiah, xxv:  23  and  Isaah,  xxi :  IS. 

DEKAR—  [Do'-kar,] 

Dekar  was  the  father  of  one  of  the 
officers  who  were  appointed  by  Solomon 
to  provide  victuals  for  his  household. 

.1st  riiugs,  iv:  y. 

DELAIAH  l-EDe-la-i'-ah,] 

Delaiah  was  one  of  the  seven  sons 
of  Elioenai,  and  is  referred  to  in  the  ac- 
count given  of  the  regal  lino  of  David 


t.  Cln'oi 


DELAIAH  2. 

DjilatAH,  was  one  of  the  family  of 
tlie  priests,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  di- 
vision that  David  made  of  the  priests 
into  twenty-four  courses.  Delaiah  was 
(lie  three  and  twentieth  iot.    1st  Chron- 


DELAIAH  3. 

Delaiah  was  the  father  of  Shem- 
aiah,  into  whoso  house  Nehemiah  went 
when  Tohiah  and  Sanballat  were  seek- 
ing to  destroy  him,  having  hired  a  false 
prophet  to  deceive  him.    Neb.  vi:  10, 

DELAIAH  4. 

DeJjATAtt  was  a.  prince  of  ,lnd;:h,  and 
a  counsellor  of  king  Jeboiakim.  He  is 
referred  to  in  Jeremiah,  sxxvi:  12, 
with  others  who  were  in  the  king's 
house  when  Mieaiah  the  son  of  Gema- 
riah  went  there  to  report  what  he  had 
heard  from  the  roll  of  threatening 


nrohecles  that  were  written  by  Barneh 
from  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah.  Delaiah 
and  the  otherprinces,  sent  after  Baruch 
to  read  the  roll  to  them.  They  re- 
ported it  to  the  king,  and  on  its  being 
read  to  him  he  ordered  it  to  he  burnt. 
Delaiah  with  two  others  plead  with  the 
king  not  to  burn  it,  but  he  would  not 
hear  them. 

DELILAH—  [Del'Uah,]  poor,   head 
of  hair,  bucket. 

Delilah  was  a  woman  of  the  Philis- 
tines who  resided  in  the  valley  of  Sorek, 
to  whom  Samson  became  strongly  at- 
tached. Judges,  xvi :  4 :  "  And  it 
came  to  pass  afterward  that  he  loved  a 
woman  in  the  valley  of  Sorek,  whose 
name  wa:i  Delilah."  He  probably  mar- 
ried her;  if  so,  this,  like  his  former 
marriage,  was  unfortunate.  However 
much  Samson  loved  this  woman,  there 
was  a  defect  in  her  love — if,  indeed, 
there  was  any  love  for  him. 

When  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
came  to  her  and  bade  her  entice  Sam- 
son and  see  where  his  strength  lay, 
they  plainly  told  her  the  object  they 
had  in  view:  to  prevail  against  him. 
She  urged  no  objection  to  making  the 
effort  ;  but  in  the  meanness  of  her 
heart  she  fixed  her  eyes  upon  the  eleven 
hundred  pieces  of  silver  they  promised 
to  give  her,  and  preferred  that  to  the 
affection  of  a  true  man.  She  made  ef- 
fort as  soon  as  opportunity  was  afforded 
to  find  out  the  occasion  of  Samson's 
great  strength,  that  she  might  betray 
him  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 
Samson  told  her,  "If  they  bind  me 
with  seven  green  withes  that  were  never 
dried,  then  shall  I  be  weak  as  another 
man."  She  gave  the  information  to 
his  enemies,  and  they  provided  her 
with  the  withes,  then  she  bound  him 
with  tbem.  Having  bound  the  man 
that  loved  her  so  ardently,  with  a  trai- 
tor's heart  and  lip  she  said,  "The  Phil- 
istines be  upon  thee,  Samson,"  and  lie 
brake  the  withes  as  tow  is  broken  when 
it-  toueheth  the  fire.  She  thought  she 
was  about  to  possess  the  eleven  hund- 
red pieces  of  silver,  but  she  was  mis- 
taken. She  then  charges  Samson  with 
mocking_  her  and  tolling  her  lies,  and 
urges  him  to  fell  her  the  truth.     He 

S;a,ve  her  another  plan  which  she  fol- 
owed  out,  but  it,  too,  failed ;  and  yet 
the  money  was  not  hers.    He  gave  her 
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another  plan,  and  she  followed  it  up, 
but  failed  again.  She  then  used  a 
mode  of  persuading  that  took  the  strong 
man  captive  ;  she  laid  a  snare  that 
caught  hi 
how  canst  thou  say,  I  love  theo,  when 
thine  heart  is  not  with  me.  Thou  hast 
mocked  mo  these  three  times,  and  hast 
not  told  me  wherein  thy  great  strength 
lieth."-  She  had  touched  the  chord  by 
this  speech  which  vibrated  through  the 
heart  of  the  strong  man.  He  knew  ho 
loved  her,  and  probably  this  was  the 
first  time  she  had  over  given  an  expres- 
sion indicating  thai,  she  suspected  his 
love.  It  was  more  than  he  could  bear, 
and  he  told  her  all  his  heart.  She  saw 
"thisLif.it  plan,  ami 


d  to  tho  Philistine 
up  this  once."  Oh  I  what  eonsum ate 
meanness  in  Delilah !  She  made  him 
sleep  upon  her  lap_,  and  while  he  was 
asleep  she  caused  his  locks  to  be  shaved 
off,  and  then  she  began  in  person  to  in- 
sult him  ;  and  being  satisfied  that  his 
strength  was  gone,  si  10  gave  him  over 
to  the  Philistines,  and  they  put  out  his 

Dclihh  proved  herself  unworthy  „. 
the  love  of  Samson  ;  and  her  conduct 
toward  him  and  her  treatment  of  him, 


DBMAS— LWrnae,]  popular. 

DUMAS  was  a  professor  of  Chris- 
tianity in  the  apostolic  age,  and  it  is 
thought  by  some,  he  was  a  preacher, 
But  whether  he  was  or  not,  he  was 
for  a  while  a  companion  of  the  apos- 
tle Paul,  and  useful  to  him  during  his 
imprisonment,  and  when  thai,  apostle 
writes  his  epistle  to  the  Colossians, 
Demas,  with  St.  Luke,  sends  his 
greetings    to    tho    church.     Col.  iv: 

But  ISemai;  did  not  remain  faithful. 
He  forsook  Christ  and  the  church, 
and  turned  his  attention  to  some 
worldly  business,  for  Paul  in- writing 
his  2d  epistle  to  Timothy,  says:  "I'or 
Demas  hath  forsaken  me,  having 
loved  this  present  world."  2d  Tim. 
iv :  10.    From  which  we  may  reasona- 

}ily  suppose  he  went  into  somo  more 
iterative  business.  Ho  followed,  after 
this,  some  occupation  in  which  there 
was  more  money  than  in  that  of 
preaching. 


DEMETRIUS— [Do-mo'tri-ns,]  be- 
lowjinr/  to  Ceres,  to  corn. 

Demetrius  was  a  silversmith  of 
Ephesus,  who  made  shrines  for  the 
temple  of  Diana. 

Paul  preached  with  wonderful  suc- 
cess at  this  place,  .and  the  opposcrs  of 
Christianity  were  sorely  vexed,  and  es- 
pecially tho  tradesmen  who  were  pa- 
tronized by  the  priests  of  the  goddess 
Diana,  among  whom  was  Demetrius. 
He  headed  a  mob  of  workmen,  and 
ho  secured  them  to  act  with  him  by 
telling  them  the  craft  was  in  danger. 

Influenced  by  Demetrius,  the  mob 
became  very  furious,  and  for  the 
space  of  two  hours  cried  out,  "Great 
is  Diana  of  tho  Ephesians."  Theex- 
citementwas  intense,  and  in  the  midst 
of  it,  they  caught  Arist.archus  and 
Gaius,  and  dragged  them  into  the 
theatre,  with  a  view  of  having  them 
condemned  at  once.  They  also  seized 
Alexander,  who  was  probably  mani- 
festing some  disposition  to  allay  the 
excitement.  But  as  they  saw  he  was 
a  Jew,  and  hence  not  of  their  religion, 
they  would  not  hear  what  ho  had  to 
say,  but  dragged  him  into  the  crowd, 
and  continued  on  in  their  shouts  of, 
"Great  is  Diana  of  tho  Ephesians." 

At  length  .1  man  of  some  note  and 
influence  in  the  city,  secured  tho  at- 
tention of  the  mob,  and  allayed  the 
excitement  by  telling  thorn  that  these 
men  they  tad  seized  wore  not  blas- 
phemers of  their  goddess,  nor  robbers 
of  their  temple— that  they  had  noth- 
ing to  fear  as  to  the  honor  of  Diana, 
or  the  fidelity  of  her  Ephesian  wor- 
shipers, lie  then  informed  them  that 
they  were  altogether  unjustifiable  for 
the  uproar  they  had  made,  and  that 
they  had  laid  themselves  liable  to  be 
called  to  an  account  and  punished 
for  their  conduct.  He  further  told 
them  that  if  .Demetrius,  who  was 
heading  tlii1;  mob,  or  any  one  elso  had 
a  charge  against  any  one,  they  should 
bring  it  up,  and  prosecute  according 
to  law,  and  not  fill  the  city  with  con- 
fusion thus.  The  city  officer  suc- 
ceeded in  quelling  the  excitement,  and 
in  dispersing  the  mob. 

It  is  thought  that  Doiiietviu;!  after- 
wards became  a  christian,  and  is  tho 
person  referral  to  in  the  3d  epistle  of 
John  12,  in  the  following  language. 
"  Demetrius  hath  good  report  of  all 
men,  and  of  the  truth  itself." 
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DEUEL— [De-u'-el,]   the  knowledge 
of  God. 
Deuel  was  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and 
the  father  of  this  priiiou  j 5 1 L ll y a pli .  \v  1 1 o 

a:ssisii;d  Mobes  in  numbering  the  tribes 
of  Israel.    Num.  i:  14. 

DIANA — [Di-a'-nahJ  luminous,  per- 
fect. 
Diana  was  a  goddess  of  the  hea- 
thens, ealledone  of  the  superior  deities. 

This  goddess  was  e;-.|wdal!y  popular  in 
KphcBuij,  as  we  see  from  Acta  xix. 

DIBLAIM— [Dib-la'-im.] 

Diblaim  was  the  father  of  Gomer, 
whom  the  prophet  Hoeea  is  repre- 
sented as  marrying,  and  she  was  the 
mother  for  him  of  two  sons,  via:  Ji 
reel  and  Lo  Ainmi,  and  one  daught 
via;  Lo  lluhamah,     Hosea  1. 

DIDTMUS— [Did'-i-mos,]  a  twin. 

Dttjymcs  was  the  surname  of  the 
Apostle  Thomas.  The  phrase  occurs, 
"Thomas,  who  is  called  Didymus."  ' 
John  xi :  III     [Sec  Thomas.] 


DIKLAH-[Dik'-lah.] 

Diklah  was  (.ho  houof  Joktan  and 
the  grandson  of  Eber,  and  is  referred 

to  in  the  poster  i i  v  i.ii'  Sliem,     Genesis 
x:  27. 

DINAH — [Di'-nahJ  judgment,  who 
judges. 

Dinah  was  the  daughter  of  Jacoh 
and  Leah  and  was  probably  quite  young 
when  Jacob  enters  the  country  of  tho 
children  of  Hamor  and  buys  a  parcel  of 
ground  for  a  home,  and  erects  an  altar 
to  God,  the  G-od  of  Israel. 

Dinah  becomes  acquainted  with 
Shcchem  tho  son  of  Ilainor  tho  lord  of 
the  land.  She  is  chargeable  with  folly 
in  forming  so  intimate  associations  with 
the  "daughters  of  the  land."  Butter 
acquaintance  with  Shechem  ended  in 
crime  and  after  the  crime  he  endeavored 
to  gain  her  affections  that  a  marriage 
union  might  bo  consuroated  and  she  in 
some  sort,  be  reconciled  to  the  disgrace 
now  come  upon  her.  It  does  net  ap- 
pear that  she  acquiesced  in  tho  judg- 
ment of  the  prince  as  to  marriage,  but 
she  seems  by  violence  to  have  been  de- 
tained in  the  house  of  Shechem,  for 
when  Simeon  and  Levi  revenged  the 
wrong  done  to  their  sister,  and  the  folly 
that  had  been  wrought  in  Israel,  they 


found  her  in  the  dwelling  of  Hamor 
and  Shechem  and  took  her  home.  Gen. 
V:  1,  &c, 

D 1 0  N  Y  8 1 U  S — [DjM>-nish'-e-uB,] 

iJlvi.ndy  l.onr.hc/l. 
Dtonysius  is  called  the  Areopagitc. 
He  was  the  judge  in  the  Court  ol 
Areopagus  referred  to  in  Acts  svii ;  34. 
He  seems  to  have  been  a  subject  of 
converting  grace  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  Paul  at  Athens,  for  he  and  a 

an  named  Demetrius  with  others 


It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  a  very 
learned  man,  but  after  his  conversion 
became  an  humble  evangelist,  and 
finally  suffered  martyrdom  for  the  cause 
of  Christ. 

DIOTRBPHES— TDi-of -re-ieaj  motit- 

ished  by  Jvpitcr. 
Thi'i  iicrsoii  is  referred  to  in  3d  John, 
He  was  probably  in  membership  ia 
the  church,  but  was  not  a  true  chris- 
tian. He  was  exceedingly  ambitious  to 
be  preferred  toallothers,  and  _  hence 
when  John  sent  messengers  with  an 
epistle,  TJiotrephcs  opposed  the  recep- 
tion and  indulged  in  malicious  and 
wicked  language.  "I  wrote  to  the 
church,  but  Diotrephes,  who  lovetli  to 
h.  a  v  e  pre-eminence  among  them,  re- 
eeiveth  us  not,  wherefore  if  I  come,  I 
will  remember  his  deeds,  which  he 
docth,  prating  against  us  with  malicious 
w  o  r  as  and  not  content  therewith, 
neither  doth  he  himself  receive  the 
brethren." 

DISHAN— THi'-shan.] 

DlSIIAN  was  tho  son  of  Seir  the  Iio- 
rite,  and  is  referred  to  as  a  duke.    Gcn- 
xxxvi:  21. 

DISHON  1— [Di'-shon.l 

Disi-ion  was  the  son  of  Seir  the  Ho- 
rite,  whose  posterity  is  referred  to  in 
Genesis,  sxsvi:  21. 

DISHON  2. 

Dishon  was  tho  son  of  Arah,  and 
grandson  of  Zibeon.  He  and  his  pos- 
terity are  referred  to  ia  Gen.  xxxvi:  25, 

DODAI— [Do-da'-i.] 

Dopai  was  one  of  David's  mighty 
men,  and  the  captain  of  the  second 
month,  when  David  instituted  the 
monthly  service  of  captains  over  twenty- 
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DODAMIM—  [Do'-da-mm.] 

Dodanim  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Javan,  and  the  grandson  of  Japheth. 
Gonesis.x;  4,  and  1st  Chronicles,  i;  7. 
Where  his  family  settled  is  not  known. 


DODO  1— [Do'-do.] 

Dodo  was  of  the  tribe  of 
and  the  grandfather  of  Tola,  i 
judges  of  Israel.    Judges,  s 


DODO  2. 

Dodo  is  called  the  Ahohite,  and  was 
one  of  David's  mightiest  men.  He  is 
said  to  have  smote  the  Philistines  until 
his  hand  was  weary  and  clave  unto  the 
sword.     2d  Samuel,  xxiii:   9. 


J. 


Boko  was  called  the  Edoinite.  He 
was  a  servant  of  king  Saul,  and  a  great 
enemy  of  David.  !&t  Samuel,  ssi:  7. 
His  employment  was  that  of  a  hcrd- 
man,  and  he  was  the  chief  of  them. 
He  was  at  the  city  of  the  priests  the 
day  David  procured  the  sword  of  Go- 
liath, and  the  loaves  of  the  shew  bread, 
and  reported  the  fact  to  Saul,  which 
brought  about  the  death  of  all  the 
priests.  1st  Sam.  xxii:  17.  It  seems 
when  Saul  determined  to  slay  the  fam- 
ily of  Ahimelech,  he  at  once  ordered 
his  footmen,  who  were  probably  his 
body  guard,  to  do  it,  but  they  would 
not*  lie  then  ordered  Doog  to  do  it, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  king's  command 
lie  slew  them,  to  the  number  of  eighty- 
five.  And  when  Abiathar,  the  only 
one  that  escaped,  fled,  and  went  to 
David,  and  told  him  what  had  been 
done,  he  moaned  over  it,  and  seomed 
disposed  to  reproach  himself.  And 
David  wrote  Pslams  lii:  exs:  cxl:  upon 
tin:-,  (.-li-t! a instance. 

DOB.CAS— [Dor'-cas,]  the  female  of  a 
roe-buck. 
Boecas  is  brought  to  our  view  in 
Acts  ix:  30,  as  a  disciple.  She  was  a 
good  woman,  had  a  reputation  in  the 
church  for  faith,  and  as  proving  her 
faith  by  good  works.  She  was  weli 
known  by  the  christians  at  Joppa,  and 
many  of  them  who  were  jioor  had  fond 
remembrance  of  her  ki 
iritviLtioiihi  to  them  in  li 


Welearn  from  Acts  ix:  36,  "this  wo- 
man was  fall  of  good  works  and  alms- 
deeds  which  she  did."  But  her  repu- 
tation among  the  christians  of  Joppa, 
and  her  faith  so  nobly  developed  were 
not  proof  asaiist  sickness  and  death. 
God  in  his  Providence  saw  fit  to  bring 
upon  Dorcas  sickness— disease  took  hold 
of  her,  and  she  died.  In  ail  the  mem- 
bership of  that  church,  there  probably 
was  not  one  that,  (in  the  estimation  or 
its  members,  ]  could  not  have  been  bet- 
ter spared.  A  true  friend  in  the  church 
to  her  poor  is  a  christian  philanthropist 
indeed.  As  soon  as  she  died,  her 
friends  with  sorrowing  hoarts  prepared 
her  grave  clothes  and  dressed  her  for 
the  tomb. 

Having  heard  that  the  apostle  Peter 
was  at  Lydda,  a  place  about  six  miles 
from  Joppa,  they  sent  for  bint  to  come 
at  once  to  Joppa.  They  communicated 
to  him  through  (he  messengers"  the  sad 
intelligence  that  Boreas  was  dead.  The 
real  object  of  this  sending  for  him  pro- 
bably was  that  he  might  comfort  them 
in  their  great  sorrow  with  words  of 
truth,  and  that  lie  might  be  with  tbcm 
in  performing  the  last  sad  duty_  duo  to 
the  dead  from  the  living,  via:  the 
burial.  When  the  messengers  arrived 
and  informed  Peter  for  what  intent  they 
had  come,  and  that  the  church  at  Joppa 
desired  that  he  would  not  delay  to  come 
to  them,  without  any  hesitancy  he  arose 
and  went  with  them.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  Peter  went  expecting  to  be 
used  as  an  instrument  in  so  great  a 
work  as  the  raising  of  Boreas  from  the 
dead.  But  God  intended  to  work  this 
miracle,  and  inclined  Peter  to  arise  and 
go  to  this  scene  of  sorrow. 

As  soon  as  tho  apostle  arrived,  they 
conducted  him  into  the  upper  chamber 
where  the  christian  woman  lay  in  the 
embrace  of  death  and  shrouded  for  the 
tomb.  He  was  n<>t  alone  in  that  cham- 
ber of  death.  As  lie  stood  and  looked 
upon  the  clay-cold  form,  motionless  and 
speechless,  be  heard  the  cries  of  the 
angu I s-h- stricken  hearts  around  him, 
The  widows  who  bad  been  relieved  by 
Dorcas  in  her  life  time  were  then  pro- 
nouncing blessings  upon  her  memory  as 
their  benefactress,  and  they  wept  in  the 
remembrance  that  they  could  no  more 
enjoy  her  counsels  and  share  in  her 
charities,  and  to  satisfy  the  apostle  that 
their  sorrow  was  called  for.  and  that 
their   tears  were  the  over-flowings  of 
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hearts  over  charged,  they  showed  him 
the  coats  and  the  garments  which  she 
made  while  living.  This  that  they 
were  exhibiting  was  clothing  with  which 
this  woman,  when  alive,  "clothed  the 
naked."  She  was  the  friend  of 
and  her  death,  was  a  common  loss. 

Peter  then  under  the  direction  of 
the  inspiring  spirit  began  to  prepare 
for  the  forthcoming  display  of  Al- 
mighty power.  He  "put  them  a" 
forth  "  invited  them  to  leave  the  u 
per  chamber — that  he  might  wit 
more  freedom  and  loss  disturbance 
pour  out  his  soul  to  God  in  prayer. 
He  then  knelt  down  and  earnestly 
prayed  for  her  restoration  to  life.  Be 
hold  the  scene ;  an  honored  aposth 
kneeling  beside  the  corpse  of  a  de 
parted  Christian  woman,  and  praying 
for  a  display  of  resurrection  power. 
The  virtues  of  this  good  woman  as 
they  had  been  represented  wore  fresh 
in  his  mind,  but  he  desired  a  new  at- 
testation to  the  truth  of  his  own  mis- 
sion as  an  apostle — and  to  the  truth 
of  the  gospel  he  preached.  After 
praying,  he  turned  to  the  i-till  lifeless 
form  before  him  and  said,  "  Tabitha 
arise."  Ob,  what  faith  he  must  have 
had ;  how  firm  must  have  been  the 
bold  ho  took  on  God  while  praying, 
to  close  his  prayer  and  speak  to  the 
yet  unconscious  matter  "arise."  Di- 
vine power  was  displayed  as  he  thus 
spake,  and  Dorcas  opened  her  eyes 
and  looked  upon  the  apostle.  The 
first  object  her  eyes  lighted  upon  in 
coming  back  to  life  was  Peter.  He 
saw  her  gaze  fixed  upon  him,  and 
reaching  forth  his  hand  as  she  sat  up. 
ho  assisted  her.  Peter  then  called 
the  saints  and  widows  and  presented 
Dorcas  alive  to  them. 

There  was  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose si  large  amuunt  of  surprise  on  the 
part  of  her  who  was  raised  as  well  as 
on  the  part  of  those  who  had  lamented 
her  death.  And  whether  it  was  a 
matter  of  rejoicing  on  her  part  or  not 
it  was  undoubtedly  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  so  deeply;  wounded  in 
her  death.  But  the  miracle  was  a 
glorious  confirmation  of  the  gospel, 
and  as  such  was  a  matter  of  rejoicing 
to  sill  the  Christians  and  especially  to 
(he  devoted  Dorcas. 

How  long  she  lived  after  this  we  do 
not  know.  It  may  bo  that  for  several 
years  she  continued  her  work  of  min- 


istry to  ike  necessity  of  smuts,  and  do- 
ing good  espeeially  to  the  poor— until 
again  she  crossed  the  mystic  river,  no 
more  to  return  to  a  life  in  a  state  oi' 
probation. 

DRUSILLA—  [Dru-sil'-lahJ  watered 
by  the  deia. 
Dbtjsilla.  was  the  youngest  sister  of 
Agrippa,  BernieeandMariamme.  The 
lathers  name  was  Agrippa  and  her 
mothers  name  was  Cyprus.  Brasilia 
was  married  to  Azezus,  but  this  mar- 
riago  was  dissolved  by  Felix  who  had 
fallen  in  love  with  her  and  persuaded 
her  to  forsake  her  husband  and  marry 
him.  She  did  so  and  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  her  in  the  New  Testament  as 
the  wife  of  Felix.  When  Paul  defends 
himself  before  Felix,  and  preaches 
Christ  unto  him,  and  when  he  "rea- 
soned of  righteousness,  temperance  and 
judgment  to  come,"  Brasilia  the  wife 
of  Felix  was  present.  Aets  xxiv :  24. 
And  after  certain  days  when  Felix  came 
with  his  wife  Brasilia  who  was  a  Jewess, 
he  sent  for  Paul  and  beard  him  con- 
cerning the  faith  in  Christ.  It  is  said 
by  Josephus  that  she  had  a  son  by 
Felix  who  was  buried  in  melted  lava 
by  an  eruption  of  the  volcanic  Mount 
Vesuvius. 

DTJMAH— [Du'-mah,]  sihnce,  resem- 
blance. 
Was  a  son  of  Ishmael  hence  the 
grandson  of  Abraham.  Gen.  xxv ;  14. 
It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  pos- 
terity of  this  man  gave  hia  name  to  a 
place  called  Bumah  in  Arabia,  sind  in 
Isa  xxi :  11.  This  place  is  the  subject 
of  prophecy.  The  prophecy  is  called 
"  "  3  burden  of  Dumah." 


T?BAL— [E'-bal,]  a  heap,  collection 
Hi     of  old  age. 
Ebai,  was  the  son  of  Shobal,  and 

the  grandson  of  Heir  the  Horite.    Gen. 
ri:  23. 

EBED-MELECII— [E1jcd-me-lckj 
the.  king's  servant. 
Emmo!  KLiion  was  an  _Ethtopian 
slave  of  King  Zcdekiah.  We  have  an 
interesting  isocount  of  him  in  Jer. 
xxxviii.  When  he  heard  of  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
in  a  gloomy  dungeon,  he  went  to  the 
king  and  represented  it  to  him  as  cruel 
treatment  of  so  good  a  man.    He  tolii 
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Zedekio.li  that  the  prophet  was  in  the 
mire  aiid  filth,  and  moreover  was  iu 
danger  of  being  starved.  He  wrought 
upon  the  king's  sympathies  so  that  he 
ordered  him  to  take  thirty  men  with 
him  and  draw  the  prophet  up. 

Ebed-melech  glad  of  an  opportu- 
nity to  assist  the  persecuted  servant 
of  God,  went  to  tiim,  and  let  down 
ropes  by  which  to  draw  him  up ;  and 
that  the  ropes  might  not  hurt  the 
prophet's  arms,  he  let  down  old  rags. 
and  instructed  Jeremiah  to  put  them 
under  liis  arm-holes  and  under  the 
ropes.  Then  they  drew  him  up  and 
took  him  out  of  the  dungeon,  and 
Jeremiah  remained,  after  this  kind- 
ness of  Ebed-inelcch,  in  the  court  of 
the  prison,  tn  Jer.  xxxix  ;  15,  18,  we 
have  an  account  of  the  reward  for  this 
kindness  shown  to  Jeremiah.  The 
Lord  ordered  the  prophet  to  go  and  tell 
Ebed-melech,  the  Ethiopian,  that  evil 
was  purposed  upon  the  city  and  its 
inhabitants,  hut  that  evil  should  not 
come  upon  him.  He  was  assured  that 
he  should  not  be  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  men  of  whom  lie  was  afraid. 
neither  should  he  fall  by  the  sword; 
but  his  life  should  lie  precious  in  the 
sight  of  God.  And  the  reason  given 
for  this,  his  deliverance,  was  "  because 
thou  hast  put  thy  trust  in  me,  saith 
the  Lord."  He  Inn!  manifested  that 
trust  by  earing  for  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, and  pleading  affectionately  for 
him  before  Khsf;  2cdekiah. 

EBEK— [E'-berJ  one  that  passes,  an- 
ger, wratlt. 
EbeH  is  the  same  as  Hcbcr,  the  son 

of  Sh.eba.h,  and  grandson  of  Shern. 
IstOhron.  i:  25. 

EBIASAPH— [E'-li-a'-wfJo/fflffiw 

thai  f/athn'x  together. 
Ebiasaph  was  a  Kohatliite  Lcvite, 
of  the  family  of  Korah,  one  of  the 
forefathers  of  the  prophet  Samuel  and 
of  Ilcman  the  sineer.  1st  ''hron.  v.i 
23-27. 

EDEST— [E'-den,]  pleasure,  delight 

Eden  was  a  Gershonite  Levitc,  and 
son  of  Joah,  2d  Obron.  sxix:  12. 
He  lived  in  tie. days  of  King  Ileze- 
kia.h,  and  is  probably  the  same  person 
that  is  referred  to  iu  2d  Chronicle:'.. 


EGLAH— [EgMah,]  heifer,  chariot, 
round. 
EolAH  was  a  wife  of  David  and  the 
mother  of  the  sixth  son,  whose  name 
was  I tbr earn.  It  is  thought,  that  1'lg- 
lah  was  the  same  as  Miehal,  Saul's 
daughter;  but  as  it  does  not  apppear 
that  Miehal  had  a  child  "  to  tfio  day 
of  her  death,"  it  is  likely  that  this 
wisinat.iwasr.no  which  bo  hssd  while  in 
1st  Chron.  iii :  3. 


i:ht:r,-U>t, 


EGLON  —  [Eg'-lom]  heifer, 
round. 

Eolon  was  the  King  of  Moab,  and 
is  thought  to  hiive  boon  the  immediate 
successor  of  Balak.  He  fought  against 
Israel  and  had  success  as  wo  may  judge 
bv  the  especial  appointment  of  God. 
This  King  of  Moab,  together  with  the 
Amalekiteshadgreatlyoppiessedlsrael 
He  had  prevailed  against  them,  they 
were  subdued  by  him  and  his  allies  and 
served  him  eighteen  ycar/i.  Judges  iii: 
12,  13.  "And  the  children  of  Israel 
did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Lord  strengthened  Egion  the 
King  of  Moab  against  Israel,  because 
they  had  done  evif  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  And  ho  gathered  unto  him 
Amnion  and  the  children  of  Amalek 
and  went  and  smote  Israel,  ami  i.ioK- 
sessed  the  City  of  Palm  Trees."  Tbus 
wo  observe  the  power  of  God  was  with 
Eglon,  fiir  he  strengthened  him  to  con- 
quer Israel. 

The  children  of  Israel  recognized  the 
judgment  of  God  upon  them  in  the  op. 
pression  they  endured  j  "  they  cried  un- 
to the  Lord."  By  this  we  may  under- 
stand that  they  repented  of  their  sins, 
and  implored  God  against  whom  they 
bad  sinned,  to  grant  them  pardon,  and 
deliver  them  from  Eglon  the  King  of 
Moab.  God  heard  them,  and  raised 
them  up  a  deliverer  in  the  person  of 
Ehud  a  Benjamita.  The  children  of 
Israel  sent  a  present  to  Eglon  by  the 
hand  of  this  man.  In  which  they  pre- 
tended submission  to  him.  Eglon  re- 
ceived their  messenger  and  present. 
But  before  Ehud  returned  to  his  people 
ho  approached  the  king  under  pretence 
of  a  secret  errand.  He  pretended  to 
have  a  communication  which  was  to  be 
made  to  him  alone.  Accordingly  Eglon 
sent  all  his  servants  from  the  apartment 
where  ho  was,  and  awaited  the  messefje 
of  Ehudj  who  approached  the  utisrv 
pecting  king  and  drew  a  dagger  wi  h 
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which  ho  had  provided  himself  and 
thrust  it  into  the  body  of  Eglon,  so 
that  lie  died  almost  instantly.  Ehud 
escaped  leaving  the  mangled  body  of 
the  king  in  his  parlor.  His  servants 
waited  tor  awhile  and  wondered  that 
their  services  were  not  demanded. 
At  length  they  procured  a  key  and 
opened  the  door,  when,  to  their  horror 
and  astonishment,  they  saw  the  dead 
body  of  their  King  lying  on  the  floor, 
and  at  once  they  understood  that  the 
messenger  from  Israel  had  murdered 

EHI-[E/-hi.] 

Was  one  oi  the  sons  of  Benjamin 
and  was  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob  who  wont  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.  xlvi:  21. 

EHUD—  [E'-hud,l  he  that  praises. 

Kui'ii  ivas  raised  tip  as  a  ■" 
ft>v  js-rael  after  ( hoy  had  been 
by  Eglon,  the  king  of  Moab,  who  was 
assisted  by  Ammon  and  Amalek. 
Their  eighteen  years  submission  and 
servitude  was  ended  by  Ehud,  the 
son  of  Gera,  a  Benjainite,  killing  the 
king  of  Moab,  while  pretending  to 

SVe  him  alone,  a  message  from  God. 
o  in  said  to  have  boon  left-handed, 
and  we  learn  that  as  his  sword  or 
dagger  was  hanging  by  his  right  side, 
he  grasped  it  with  his  left  hand,  and 
thrust  it  into  the  body  of  Eglon, 
wnidiresulted  midmost  instant  death. 
Altai:  Ehud  had  killed  the  king,  he 
fled  to  Mt.  Ephraim,  and  collected  a 
body  of  Hebrews,  with  which  ho  took 
at  onco  from  tho  Moabites,  the  fords 
of  Jordan,  to  prevent  the  return  of 
any  of  them,  who  were  panic  stricken, 
when  they  heard  that  their  king  was 
dead.  lie  slew  with  his  Hebrew  sol- 
diery, ten  thousand  of  them  in  their 
attempt  to  cross  the  Jordan  at  the 
fords.  Judges  iii:  29.  "And  they 
slew  of  Moab  at  that  time,  about  ten 
thousand  men,  all  lusty,  and  all  men 
of  valor,  and  there  escaped  not  a 
man."  These  men  that  Ehud  killed 
at  the  fords  were  in  all  probability. 
Moabite  soldiers,  and  the  most  val- 
orous troops— such  as  Eglon  had  sta- 
tioned among  the  Israelites  to  keep 
them  in  submission.  Through  the 
influence  and  conquest  of  Ehud,  Moab 
was  conquered  and  Iwael  had  rest  for 
eighty  years. 


It  is  quite  likely  that  Ehtid  had  a 
divine  call,  and  hence  the  killing  of 
the  king  was  not  murder,  or  the  act 
of  a  base  and  deceiving  assassin,  but 
a  compliance  with  the  divine  will, 
made  known  to  him  "when  he  was 
raised  np  as  a  deliverer."  It  may  be 
his  commission  involved  the  duty  of 
the  killing  of  Eglon,  of  putting  the 

Si-ant  and  oppressor  of  Israel  to  death. 
is  call  is  not  fully  specified,  nor  hit; 
motives  expressed.  The  sacred  histo- 
rian simply  recorded  the  fact.  He 
judged  Israel  we  suppose,  till  he  died, 
with  honor  to  himself,  and  profit  to 
the  people.  It  is  thought  by  some, 
thai  Sham  par,  the  son  of  Anath,  who 
is  generally  reckoned  as  the  third 
judge  of  Israel,  judged  Israel  in  the 
western  part  of  the  country,  and  Ehud 
in  the  eastern  at  the  same  time.  For 
while  Judges  iii:  31  intimates  that 
Shaingar  was  his  successor,  Judges 
iv:  1,  seems  to  intimate  that  Ehud 
was  succeeded  by  Deborah,  who  de- 
livered Israel  from  Jab  in  king  of  the 
Canaanites,  to  whom  (hoy  became  sub- 
ject after  Ehud  was  dead.  We  might 
infer  from  the  history  contained  in 
Judges  iv,  that  Sbamgar  was  not  num- 
bered with  the  judges  of  Israel. 

EKER. 

A  descendant  of  Judah,  through  the 
families  of  Hezron  and  Jerahmccl.  1st 
Ohron.  ii :  27. 

ELADAH. 

A  descendant,  of  Ephraim,  through 
Shuthelah.     IstChron.  vii:  20. 

ELAII— [E'lah,]  an  oak,  oath,  an  int- 
precation. 
Elah.  was  the  son  of  Baasha,  and 
king  of  Israel.  His  reign  was  very 
short,  lasting  only  two  years.  1st 
Kings,  xvi:8:  "In  the  twenty  and 
sixth  year  of  Asa,  king  of  Judah,  began 
Elah,  the  son  of  Baasha,  to  reign  over 
Israel  in  Tirzah  two  years."    He  was 


drinking  himself  drunk  in  tho  house  of 
Arzab,  his  steward.  The  precise  man- 
ner in  which  Zimri  accomplished  this 
murder  of  the  king  of  Israel  is  not  re- 
corded ;  but  if  Elah  was  drunk,  as  the 
history  states  he  was,  it  was  not  very 
difficult  for  him  to  accomplish  the  mur- 
der. The  reason  why  God  permitted 
the  family  of  Baasha  to  be  out  oif  and 
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Elah  to  be  murdered,  was,  they  were 
grievous  offenders  against  God— caused 
Israel  to  sin  and  provoke  divine  .anger. 
1st.  Kings.  xvi:13. 


ELAM— LE'lam,] 

virgin,  secret,  a 

F.t.am  was  the  el 


young    ■; 


lest  son  of  Shem, 
3  called  Elauiil.es, 
His  name  occurs  in  Gen.  z  :  22,  where 
the  names  of  the  children  of  Shem  are 
given.  The  celebrated  Chedorlamaei' 
was  king  of  a  country  that  was  named 
probably  from.  Elam,  the  son  of  Shem, 
Gen.  xiv:  1.  There  is  also  an  Elam 
mentioned  in  Ezra,  ii :  7,  and  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty-four  of  his  children 
came  up  from  Babylon  with  Zerubba- 
bel ;  and  still  another  Elam  mentioned 
in  the  31st  verse,  whose  children  num- 
bered tho  same  as  the  former.  There 
was  also  an  Elam  one  of  the  sacred  por- 
ters.   1st  Chron.  xxvi:  3. 

ELASAH,  1— [Ei'a-sah,] 

A  priest  in  the  time  of  Ezra,  who 
had  married  a  Gentile  wife.  Ezra,  x:22. 

ELASAH,  2, 

The  son  of  Shaphan,  one  of  flic  two 
men  who  were  sent  on  a  mission  " . 
King  Zedekiah  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  at 
Babylon.     Jer.  xx'lx  :  3. 

ELDAAH-[El-da'ahJ 

One  of  the  sons  of  Midian,  and  the 
last  one  named.      Gen.   xxv 
Chron.  i :  33. 

ELDAJD— [El'-dad,]  loved  or  favored 
of  God. 
Eldad  was  the  associate  of  Medad, 
which  two  were  among  the  seventy  ap- 
pointed by  Moses  as  his  a  s  s  i  s  t  a  n  t  s . 
Whether  they  modestly  declined  the 
office,  or  were  detained  from  going  to 
the  tabernacle  at  (he  time  the  others 
went,  by  some  unavoidable  hindrance, 
we  are  not  certain.  These  two  men  re- 
mained in  the  camp,  but  while  the 
other  elders  were  engaged  in  the  active 
work  at  the  tabernacle,  the  spirit  of 
prophecy  came  upon  them,  and  they 
prophesied  in  the  camp.  They  used 
the  functions  of  their  oniee  among  the 
people  in  the  camp.  Supposing  it  was 
a  breach  of  the  OTder  that  should  pre- 
vail among  those  who  were  in  the  sa- 
cred office,  a  young  man  ran  and  told 
Joshua,  and  Joshua  being  of  the  same 


pinion,  asked  Moses  to  forbid  thorn. 

loses  reproved  hint  for  the  request. 

'Art  thou  jealous  on  my  account, 
afraid  I  shall  be  eclipsed.  I  am  not 
afraid.  On  the  contrary,  I  would  be 
glad  if  all  the  Lord's  people  were 
prophets.  If  the  same  spirit  that  rests 
upon  me,  rested  upon  all  tho  people. 
Numbers,  si:  26-28. 


court  of  t, 
Et/kazah,  was  tho  third  sou  of  Aaron. 
nng  after  the  death  of  Nadab  and 
Abihu,  he  was  with  his  father,  and  as- 
isted  in  the  high  and  holy  work  of  the 
riesthood.  He  succeeded  Aaron  as 
iigh- priest,  and  was  inducted  into  that 
jfficeaswelearnfromNQm.sx:  25-28, 
by  Moses  on  Mount  Hor.  The  circum- 
stances under  which  he  entered  t  h  e 
high-priesthood,  are  1.1  nil  Ling,  intensely 
so.  God  had  declared  that  Aaron's 
pilgrimage  was  ended :  his  work  was 
done,  and  he  should  now  bo  gathered 


jr,  Eleazar,  and  bring  them  up  into 

Mount  Hor,  and  strip  Aaron  of  his  sa- 
*  vestments  and  pot  them  upon  his 
,  this  was  to  denote  the  transfer  of  the 
office  from  the  father  to  the  son.    Aaron 
;nt  in  company  with  his  brother  and 
n,  after  ministering  for  tho  last   time 
tho  tabernacle,  after  looking  the  last 
time  at  the  Uvim  and  T.hmnmim,  the 
divine  presence  in  the  pillar  of  cloud 
and  fire,  up  to  the  top  of  Mount  Hor, 
resigned  his  charge,  saw  his  son  in- 
ducted into  the  office,  pronounced  upon 
him  a  father's  blessing,  then  laid  him 
down  upon  the  mountain  and  died,  and 
Moses  and  Elcanav  closed  his  eyes. 
After  his  death,  they  buried  him,  and 
then  came  down  from  the  Mount,  and 
announced  the  sad  intelligence  to  all 
Israel.     Eleazar,   his  son,  was  recog- 
nized as  his  successor. 

Eleazar  assisted  Joshua  to  divide  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Numbers,  xxxiv :  17. 
"These  are  the  names  of  the  men 
which  shall  divide  the  land  unto  you, 
Eleazar,  the  priest,  and  Joshua,  the  son 
of  Nun."  They  wore  associated  with 
one  of  every  tribe. 

Eleazar  executed  the  office  of  high- 
priest  about  twenty-three  years  at  Shi- 
loh,  and  died,  and  was  buried  in  a  hill 
that  belonged  to  Phioeas,  his  son.  and 
successor.    Joshua,  xxiv :  33.    Itis 
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likely  he  died  a  very  few  years  after 
Joshua.    He  was  among  the  last,  we 

may  suppose,  that  witnessed  the  mira- 
cles with  which  God  favored  them  in 
the  wilderness. 

ELEAZAIt  2—  The  help,  or  court  of 
God. 
Er.EA/AK  was  tho  son  of  Dodo,  the 
Ah  oh  it  e.  He  was  one  of  David's 
mighty  men.  2d  Sam.  xxiii:  'J.  He 
seems  to  have  been  the  second  of  the 
three  mighty  men.  Adina  being  the 
first,  and  Shammnh  the  third.  lie  was 
with  David  at  Ephas-damim,  and  con- 
tended with  the  Philistines,  when  he 
was  deserted  by  his  fellows,  he  stood 
his  ground  in  or  near  a  barley  field,  and 
fought  with  the  enemy  and  smote  them. 
It  is  said  he  smote  "  until  his  hand  was 
weary  and  his  hand  clave  unto  the 
sword."  Along  with  Shammah,  he 
defended  a  field  of  barley  so  valorously, 
(bat  tho  Philistines  fled  before  them. 
1st  Chronicles,  xi:  12-14. 

ELEAZAR..3—  The  help  or  court  of 
God. 
A.   Jlerarite   Levlte,  son   of  Mahli 
and  grandson  of  Merari.     1st  Chron. 

xxiii":  ^,24-28. 


of  ded  icn  f.ion,  under  >>  ehemiah.    Neh. 


F.LEAZAR,  5—  Tim  help  or  court  of 
God. 
One  of  the  sons  of  Parosh,  an  Isra- 
elite, who  had  married  a  foreign  wife 
and  put  her  away.     Ezra,  x :  25. 

ELHANAN,  1-  [El-ha'-nan,]  grace, 

gift,  or  mercy  of  God. 
ThesonofDodo,aBethlehemite.  He 
was  one  of  David's  mighty  men.     1st 
Chron.  si:  26. 

ELHANAN,  2— Grace,  gift,  or  mercy 
of  God. 
The  son  of  Jair.  who  slow  a  brother 
of  Goliath  of  Gath,  the  Philistine  giant. 
The  name  of  the  giant  he  slew  was 
Lahmi,  and  the  place  where  he  ' 
him  was  Gob.  1st  Chron.  xx :  5",  j 
an  account  of  the  slaying,  and  '2d  i 
xxi :  19,  gives  an  account  of  the  1 
and  the  aet. 


ELI— [E'-Ii,]  tlie  offering  or  lifting 

Eli  was  a  Jewish  high  priest,  who 
was  descended  from  Ithamcr  tho  son 
Aaron.  His  history  is  recorded 
1st  Km  rmo]  i:  ii ;  in  :  how  it  came 
that  the  high  priesthood  passed 
from  the  family  of  Eleazer  to  that  of 
Ithamer,  from  whom  Eli  was  de- 
scended we  cannot,  certainly  tell.  We 
gather  from  the  history  of  Eli  that  he 
I  a  good  man  and  a  faithful  judge 
___  Israel.  He  was  judge  as  well 
as  high  priest.  It  is  said  in  i;  9, 
'Eli  sat  upon  a  seat  by  a  post  of 
lie  temple  of  the  Lord."  This 
sports  that  he  sat  upon  a  seat  of 
udgment.  He  heard  the  case  of 
Iannah  and  changed  his  mind  as  it 
agarded  her  condition,  and  sent  her 
away  with  his  blessing.  Though  he 
was  a  good  man  his  sons  Hophni  and 
Phineas  were  very  wicked.  They 
committed  very  great  crimes  which 
were  reported  to  (heir  father.  lie 
was  pained  at  their  wickedness  and 
reproved  them  but  his  reproof  seems 
to  he  very  mild.  It  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing language  "  why  do  ye  such 
things?  for  I  hear  of  your  evil  doings 
by  all  this  people.  IN  ay  my  sons  for 
it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear ;  Ye 
make  the  Lord's  people  to  transgress. 
If  one  man  sin  against  another  the 
judge  shall  judge  him;  but  if  a  man 
sin  against  the  Lord  who  shall  entreat 
for  him?"  This  reproof  shows  the 
kindness  of  his  heart  toward  his  sons, 
lint  it  exhibits  the  secret  of  his  fail- 
ure in  their  education.  He  had  been 
an  affectionate,  yet  an  over-indulgent 
father.  He  had  probably  failed  to 
bring  them  under  proper  restraints 
and  discipline,  and  now  though,  their 
eonduct  was  so  unbecoming  he  con- 
tinued them  in  their  offices.  He  had 
the  authority  to  disrobe  them  but  did 


:it. 


Samuel  the  sou  of  Hannah  was 
placed  under  his  charge  when  but 
three  years  of  age,  and  was  made  at 
that  early  ago  the  medium  of  commu- 
nication on  the  part  of  the  divine  Be- 
ing with  Eli.  The  child  came  to  him 
three  times  supposing;  he  called  him — 
when  Eli  told  him  it  was  the  Lord 
who  was  talking  to  him  and  bade  him 
answer  the  next  call,  which  ho  did, 
and  faithfully  reported  to  the  ven- 
erable  high  priest.      Eli  had  been 
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warned  by  a  prophet  of  God  whose 
name  is  not  given,  1st  Sam.  ii:  27.  But 
now  his  little  pupil  receives  from 
God  for  tlio  aged  man  a  reiteration  of 
iiio  calamities  thai  Lire  to  come  upon 
him,  and  reports  them.  Through 
Bamuel  Eli  learned  that  these  trials 
were  just  at  the  door — they  were  about 
[hen  to  fall  upon  him,  lie  should 
soon  see  his  beloved  country  invaded 
by  a  foe ;  his  sons  slain  both  of  them 
in  one  day,  and  some  other  family  tntc 
the  honors  of  the  priesthood  that  had 
belonged  to  his.  lie  received  the  de- 
nunciations without  murmuring,  for 
he  knew  fall  well  that  it  was  just, 
hence  he  bowed  to  the  divine  will. 

It  was  not  long  after  Bamuel  had 
thus  communicated  the  divine  will,  un- 
ill  the  Philistines  hnaded  the  country, 
fought  with  the  Hebrews  and  conquered 
them,  killing  thirty  thousand  of  them, 
and  Hophni  and  Phineas,  the  sons  of 
Eli,  were  slain  according  to  the  predic- 
t  ion.  But  this  was  not  all.  They  had 
taken  the  ark  of  God,  which  ought  to 
have  remained  at  Shiloh,  with  them  " 
battle.  They  thought  it  would  ho  : 
advantage  to  them  and  had  sent  for  it 
to  the  camp,  but  the  battle  went  against 
(hem  and  it  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  enemy.  It  was  not  long  after  the 
defeat  until  a  messenger  wont  and  told 
Eli.  lie  could  bear  to  hear  that  Israel 
was  defeated,  and  even  to  hear  that  his 
sons  were  slain,  though  that  intelligence 
was  sad  and  tilled  his  eoul  with  grief, 
but  when  he  hoard  that  the  ark  of  God 
was  taken,  he  could  not  endure  it,  "he 
fill  backward  fiom  off  the  scat  by  the 
:ide  of  the  gate,  and  his  neck  brake  and 
he  died." 

Eli  was  an  old  man,  ninety  years  of 
:\<-;e  when  these  calamities  came  upon 
him,  and  lie  had  judged  Israel  for  forty 
vcars.  The  prediction  re<;ardii!.i;  his 
f.-miiy  was  fulfilled.  His  two  sons  and 
|.i:j  daughter-in-lav/  died  the  same  day 
he  did.  Ahitub,  the  brother  of  Icha- 
i  od  succeeded  Eli,  and  Ahudi  succeeded 
him.  Ahimclcch  succeeded  him,  and 
jiis  family  were  all  murdered  by  Saul 
except  Abiathar,  who  fled  for  ids  life 
and  went   to  David,   when  the  high 


._y  of  Eleasarin  the  person  ofZadok, 
Solomon  deposed  Abiathar,  the  only 
remaining  descendant  of  Eli,  who  Lad 
served  in  the  priesthood  during  the 
reign  of  David. 


ELIAB,  1— [K-li'-ab,]  god  my  fa- 
ther. 

Eliab  was  the  son  of  Helon,  of  the 
tribe  of  Zebulmi.  lie  was  the  chief 
of  that  tribe,  and  was  associated  with 
Moses  and  Aaron  in  managing  the 
business  of  their  nation,  at  the  lime 
of  their  exodus  from  the  land  of 
Egypt.  Num.  i :  !).  And  when  the 
tabernacle  was  fully  set  up,  he  made 

n    cifctii!'-  for   lviti   tribe.     Numbers 

ii:  24. 

ELIAB,  2— God  my  father. 

Was  a  Beubenite,  the  son  of  Pallu, 
the  father  of  Dathan  and  Abiram,  or 

frogenitor.  Numbers  xxvi :  8 ;  xvi; 
-Vl     Dent,  xi:  6. 


the  eldest  of   Jesse's  family.     H  i : 

daughter  is  represented  as  marrying 
her'eonshi  l?.ebo'bei:m.     1st  Sam.  xvi : 
2d  Chron.  xi :  18. 

ELIAB,  i—  God  my  father. 

Tine,  a  sacred  porter  in  the  time  of 
David.    1st  Chron.  xv :  18. 

ELIAB,  5—  God  myfaflwr. 

Was  one  of  the  (indites  who  came 
.  ;er  to,  and  joined  David  in  the  wil- 
derness.   1st  Chron.  xii :  9, 

ELIAB,  6—  God  tny  father. 

Was  one  of  the  forefathers  of  Sam- 
uel, the  prophet.    1st  Chron.  vi:  37. 

ELIADA.l— [E-li'a-dah,]  the  knowl- 
edge of  God. 
Eliada  was  one  of  David's  sous, 
born  unto  him  after  Jehus  was  taken, 
and  Jerusalem  established.  2d  Sam. 
v:16. 

ELIADA,  2—  Tfie  knowledge  of  God. 

Was  a  mighty  man  of  war,  who  led 

two  hundred  thousand  of  his  tribe, 

Boniamitcs,  to  the  army  of  Jehosha- 
phat.    2d  Chron.  xvii :  17. 

ELIAHBA— [E-li'ah-bab,  ] 

The  Shaalbonite,  was  one  of  David's 
mighty  men.     2d  Sam.  xxiii:  32. 

ELIAKIM  1—  [E-liVkim,]  theresur- 

ruction,  of  God,  God  the  avenger. 

Eljakim  was  the  sun  of  Tlilkiah,  and 

was  associated  with  Sbebna  the  scribe, 
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and  Joah  the  recorder, 
to  Sennacherib,  kins  of  Assyria,  from 
Kin;;  Hezekiah.  The  office  that  Elia- 
kira  filled  under  King  Hezekiah  was 
that  of  chief  treasurer  and  master  of 
the  household.  IJo  was  probably  chief 
of  the  embassy.  He  stood  before  Sen- 
nacherib's servant,  Eab-shakeh,  and 
delivered  the  message.  2d  Kings,  xviii: 
20.  They  received  nothing  from  Kab- 
shakeh  but  abusive  language,  and  pro- 
tested against  it.  They  especially  com- 
plained that  ho  used  such  words  in  the 
heating  of  the  .Tews,  and  asked  him 
not  to  speak  longer  in  the  Jews'  lan- 
guage, but  to  speak  in  the  Syrian 
tongue.     But  Kab-shakch  would  not 


When  they  found  they  could 
obtain  nothing  but  abuse  from  him, 
they  returned  to  King  Hezekiah  weep- 
ing, with  their  clothes  rent,  and  told 
him  the  words  of  Rab-shakeh. 
Kings,  xviii :  37. 

Not  long  after  this  King  Hezekiah 
sent  Eliakim  and  one  other  of  the  for- 
mer embassadors,  with  a  company  of 
the  elders  of  the  priests,  to  Isaiah,  the 
prophet,  the  son  of  Amoz ;  and  in  the 
ears  of  that  prophet  they  poured  out 
their  complaints.  They  set  the  case  of 
their  imminent  peril  before  him,  and 
earnestly  da:- had  his  prayers  and  inter- 
cessions in  their  behalf.  Isaiah  received 
Eliakim  and  his  associates,  and  proph- 
esied evil  concerning  their  enemies*. 
Eiialtim  went  back  t<>  Hezekiah  from 
the  interview  with  Isaiah  with  very  dif- 
ferent feelings  to  those  which  he  had 
when  ho  returned  from  Kab-whakch. 
He  came  not  now  weeping  over  the  city 
— doomed,  as  ho  thought,  to  destruc- 
tion—and over  the  blasphemy  of  the 
enemies  of  God  and  his  people,  bui 
expecting  divi no  doli  vera  nee,  as  prom' 

i:i!;ll   ii.V  ill!1  pVOpll'.it  Isaiah. 

Eliakim  is  spoken  of  in  very  high 
terms  in  Isa.  xxii :  20,  fee.  The  Lord 
called  him  to  the  high  and  important 
position  of  chief  treasurer  and  master 
of  the  household.  He  was  to  wear  the 
king's  robe,  be  girded  with  his  girdle, 
govern  in  his  kingdom,  and  be  a  father 
in  Jerusalem  and  to  the  inhabitants 
Judab. 

Because  of  his!  position  and  his  many 

excellencies,  he  lias  sometimes  been 

styled  an  important  type  of  Christ, 

Like  Christ,  he  was  over  the  household 

10 


of  God.     He  was  the  messenger  of 
peace ;   and  he  wept  over  Jerusalem 

and  the  inhabitant  of  Judah. 

ELIAKIM    2  —  The  resurrection  of 
God,  God  the  avenger. 

Was  the  same  as  Jehoiakim  King  of 
Judah.     2d  Kings  xxiii:  34. 

ELIAKIM    3  —  The  resurrection  of 
God,  God  the.  avenger. 
Was  one  of  the  priests  in  the  days  of 
Nehemiah,  who  helped   to  build    and 

dedicate  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.     Neh. 
":  41. 

ELIAKIM    4  —  The  resurrection  of 
God,  God  the  avenger. 
..'as  in  the  line  of  Joseph  the  hus- 
band of  Mary,  and  appears  as  the  eld- 
cstsonof  JudahorAbiud.  Matt,  i:  13. 


resurrection-  of 


i^lAKIM  5—27 
God,  God,  tfie  a      „ 
He  appeals  in  tho  line  of  Christ  a 
the  sou  of  Melea  and  the  father  of 
Jonan.     Luke  iii:  30,  31. 

ELIAM  1— [E-li'-am,]  the  people  of 

Was  tho  father  of   Ba'.hsheba,   the 
wife  of  David.     2d  Sam.  xi:   3. 

ELIAM  'I— The  people  of  God. 

Was!  the  son  of  Ahithophel  the  coun- 
sellor.    2d  Sam.  xsiiij  :   84. 


the  tribe  of  Gad.  He  was  chief  of 
his  tribe,  and  was  associated  with 
Moses  and  Aaron  in  managing  the 
business  of  their  nation  at  tho  time  of 
their  exodus  from  the  land  of  Egypt. 
Num.  i :  14.  And  when  the  tabernacle 
was  fully  set  up  he  made  an  offering 
for  liis  tribe.     Num.  vii:  42. 

ELIASHIB,  1— rjE-li'-a-ahib,]  the 
God  of  conversion. 
Eliasiiib  wars  one  of  the  priests 
appointed  by  David  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenty-four  orders.  His 
lot  was  the  eleventh.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxiv:  12. 

ELIASHIB,  2~The  God  of  conver- 
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represented  as  a  leader  in  the  import- 
ant work  of  rebuilding  the  walls  of 
the  sacred  city.  As  he  was  a  high 
priest,  it  was  right  that  he  should  su- 
perintend. He  is  represented  as  build- 
ing the  sheep-gate,  that  may  have  been 
the  gate  by  which  the  offerings  were 
brought  into  the  temple. 

But  in  the  latter  quotation  he  is 
represented  as  committing  ft  great 
wrong  by  preparing  a  chamber  in  the 
temple  for  a  heathen— Tobiah,  the 
Ammonite.  He  was  allied  to  this 
heathen  in  some  way,  how,  we  do  not 
know,  but  probably  he  had  married 
Ms  daughter.  His  conduct  in  this 
respect  was  very  wicked,  and  not  ap- 
proved by  the  church  or  nation.  It 
was  an  abuse  of  power  on  his  part  as 
high  priest,  having  the  oversight  of 
the  temple.  The  error  was  afterwards 
eorrectod.  Neh.xiii:8.  "Andit 
grieved  me  goto;  therefore  I  cast  out 
all  tho  household  stuff  of  Tobiali  out 
of  the- chamber."  Nchcmiah  cleansed 
the  temple  of  thi3  impurity.  Whether 
Eliashib  wag  punished  for  his  unfaith- 
fulness to  the  high  charge  ho  had 
received,  and  the  reproach  bo  had 
brongbt  on  the  priesthood,  we  know 
not. 

ELIATHAH—  [E-Ii'-a-thahJ  thou 

art  my  God,  my  God  corner. 
Eliathah  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Heman,  and  when  the  lots  were  cast, 
and  the  singers  were  divided  into 
twenty-four  courses,  the  twentieth  lot 
came  to  him.    1st  Chron.  xxv    "" 

ELIDAD— [E-H'-dad.J 

Elidad  was  the  son  of  Chislon,  of 
tho  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and  was  one  of 
the  princes  that  assisted  Joshua  and 
Eleazar  in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan 
among  the  tribes  of  Israel.  Numbers 
xxxiv:  21. 

BLIEL,  1— [E'li-elJ 

One  of  the  heads  of  tho  tribe  of  Ma- 
nasseh,  settled  on  the  east  of  the  Jor- 
dan.    IstChron.  v:24. 

ELIEL,  2. 

A  son  of  Toah,  and  a  forefather  of 
Samuel  the  prophet.    1st  Chron.  vi:34. 

ELIEL,  3. 

A  chief  man  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
1  to  in  1st  Chron.  vlii :  :S. 


ELIEL,  4. 
Is  called  the  Maharite,  and  was  one 
'  the  heroes  of  David.     He  is  referred 

..  in  the  list  of  the  king's  guard.     1st 

Chron.  si :  46. 

ELIEL,  5. 
One  of  the  Gadites  who  came  to  Pa- 
id when  he  was  in  the  wilderness,  and 
being  hunted  by  Saul.     1st  Chron.  xii : 


ELIEL,  0. 

Was  a.  Kohathite  Levite  at  the  time 
rif  removing  the  ark  from  the  house  of 
!  (bed-edom  to  Jerusalem.     1st  Chron, 

:9. 

ELIEL,  7, 

Was  a  Levite  in  the  time  of  Hcze- 
kiahj  and  one  of  tho  overseers  of  the 
offerings  made  in  the  temple.     2d 

Chron.  xxxi :  13. 

ELIEZER,  1— [E-li-e'-zer,]  help  or 
court  of  my  God. 
Eijezir  was  the  servant  of  Abram, 
"born  in  his  house."  He  was  of  Da- 
mascus. Abram  had  no  son,  and  real- 
ized that  his  servant,  Eliezer  was  for 
tho  present,  and  was  likely  to  be,  instead 
of  a  son  unto  him.  Cen.  sv:  2.  "And 
Abram  said,  Lord  (rod  what  wilt  thou 
give  me,  seeing  I  go  childless,  and  the 
steward  of  my  house  is  this  Eliezer  of 
Damascus."  He  had  committed  unto 
this  servant  the  care  of  his  estate,  who 
might  be  faithful  as  a  servant  until  his 
master  died,  when  Eliezer  would  have 
control  and  bear  rule  over  all  that  he 
had.  Abram  seemed  as  yet  to  bo  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  it  would  be  his 
seed  begotten  or  his  seed  adopted  of 
whom  God  would  make  a  great  nation, 
and  who  should  be  as  the  dust  of  the 
earth  in  number.  Genesis  xii :  2,  and 
siii:  16.  But  thepromisoof  a  sonwas 
made  to  Abram,  and  in  due  time  Isaac 
was  born.  When  Isaac  was  grown  up, 
and  Abram  sought  for  him  a  wife,  he 
called  Eliezer  his  faithful  servant  unto 
him,  and  bound  him  by  a  solemn  oath 
not  to  take  a  wife  for  Isaac  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Canaanites,  but  to  go 
to  Messopo lamia,  and  procure  one  from 
amongst  the  kindred.  Eliezer  was  also 
charged  not  to  enter  into  arrangements 
that  would  make  it  necessary  tor  Isaac 
to  go  there  either  for  a  temporary  or 
■    ■■■■"■'  "■■■■  ■■■'  >" —     Gen.  ssiv :  1-0. 
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Eliezer  went  to  Nahor  and  tarried  at  a 
well  until  liebekah,  the  daughter  of 
Bethuel  came  out  with  a  pitcher  to 
draw  water.  He  had  prayed  earnestly 
to  the  Lord  to  give  him  "good_  speed." 
He  had  indicated  the  manner  in  which 
(he  damsel  that  was  to  return  with  him 
should  speak  and  act.  Rebekah  filled 
the  request  of  Eliezer,  then  invited  him 
to  her  father's  house  to  tarry  for  the 
night,  and  he  agreed  to  do  so,  thankful 
in  his  heart  to  God  for  tho  indications 
he  had  of  success  in  his  undertaking. 
Finding  that  the  maiden  was  a  neice  of 
his  master  Abrara,  he  presented  her 
with  a  set  of  golden  ear-ringa  and  a  pair 
of  bracelets.  She  soon  introduced  the 
stranger  to  her  father's  family,  and  lie 
made  known  at  once  to  them  his  em- 
bassy and  the  dealings!  of  the  Lord  with 
him.  He  designated  liebekah  as  a 
wife  for  his  master,  arid  asked  that  they 
send  her  without  delay  with  him.  He 
demanded  a  positive  answer  at  once. 
The  father  and  brother  expressed  their 
convictions  that  it  was  of  the  Lord,  and 
hence  they  dare  not  oppose  it.  They 
threw  the  responsibility  of  settling  the 
matter  upon  her,  and  she  decided  to 
go.  Eliezer  then _  presented  her  with 
fine  jewels  and  rich  apparel,  he  also 
gave  valuable  presents  to  her  mother 
and  her  brother,  and  the  next  morning 
ho  took  his  departure  for  Beersheha, 
and  in  a  fewdays  arrived  there.  When 
Eliezer  nearcd  his  master's  tent,  he 
saw  Isaac  in  the  field,  informed  Rebek- 
ah who  it  was,  and  the  two  met -and  in 
a  short  time  afterwards  were  married, 
ording  to  the  Patriarchal  customs. 


.K.1'/!i:Zi-:it,  :'—LIdp  or  court  of 

{rod. 

Eliezer  was  the  son  of  Moses  and 
Zipporah,  his  Midianifish  wife.  He 
was  the  younger  son,  Gershom  being 
tho  older.  His  name  is  not  mentioned 
whore  he  is  first  referred  to,  viz ;  when 
Mose-j  makes  ready  to  go  with  his  wife 
and  sons  into  Egypt,  on  the  mission  to 
which  Jehovah  had  appointed  him. 
Ex.  iv:  20.  Thename  of  Eliezer  oc- 
curs in  Ex.  xviii,  when  Jethro,  the 
fiuluT-in-bw  of  Mo.*s  brings  Zipporah 
and  her  two  sous  to  him.  The  family 
of  Eliezer,  like  that  of  Gershom,  was 
incorporated  with  the  Invites,  and  they 
had  together  with  the  family  of  his  bro- 
ther, cave  of  the  tabcmaclo  and  tent. 


Num.  iii :  21-26.  They  served  at  the 
tabernacle  and  were  appointed  to  carry 
Num.  iv:  24-28. 


EIJKXKK,  3— Ilcl-n  or  court  of  my 
God. 
The  son  of  Zichri,  was  the  ruler  of 
le  tribe  of  Reuben.     1st  Chronicles, 

xxvii:  16. 

ELIEZER,  4~Help  or  court  of  nig 
God. 
Eliezer,  the  son  of  Dodavah  was  a 
prophet  who  foretold  king  Jehoshaphat 
that  the  fleet  which  be  had  built  in 
conjunction  with  the  wrecked  king 
Ahaziah,  should  be  so  far  disabled  as 
to  bo  unable  to  go  on  tho  contemplated 
voyage  to  Tarshish.  2d  Chron.  xx :  37. 
''Because  (hou  hast  joined  thyself  with 
Ahaaiah,  the  Lord  hath  broken  thy 
works.  And  the  ships  were  broken, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  Tar- 
shish." 

ELIHU,  1— EEUnraO  he  is  my  God 
himself. 
Elihu  was  the  son  of  Earache!. 

i!  visited  the  afflicted  paiviareli  Job,. 
the  midst  of  his  distress.  When 
he  attended  the  conference  between 
Job  and  his  three  friends,  Eliphaa 
the  Temanite,  Bildad  the  Shuite,  and 
Zophar  the  Naamanite.  Ho  listened 
to  the  remarks  on  Loth  sides,  and  was 
displeased  alike  with  Job  and  his 
friends.  He  thought  their  accusa- 
tions and  insinuations  against  Job, 
were  unjust — that  they  had  no  good 
grounds  for  calling  the  afflicted  man 
a  hypocrite,  and  making  such  severe 
censures,  and  using  such  hard 
speeches  against  him.  Yet  bo  thought 
that  Job,  in  defending  himself,  had 
used  improper  language,  and  had  used 
expressions  which  savored  very 
strongly  of  self-righteousness.  He 
also  thought  that  Job  had  charged 
the  Divine  Being  wrongfully.  Had 
questioned  God's  goodness  and  love, 
mercy  and  justice,  in  the  mysterious 
'  ' through  which  lie  had 


Elihu  being  a  young  man,  did  .not 
intrude  his  views  and  feelings  until 
tho  conference  was  ahout  to  close. 
He  waited  until  they  had  said  all  they 
wished  to  say,  then  ho  unburdened 
his  heart  fully  to  them.  His  address 
is  lengthy,  including  the  32d,  33d, 
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34th,  25th,  36th  and  37th  chapters  of 
Job.  He  first  expresses  his  disap- 
probation of  Job  and  his  three  friends. 
Ho  then  proposes  to  reason  with  Job 
in  meekness  and  sincerity,  and  after 
showing  him  how  his  expressions  arc 
irreverent,  he  vindicates  tbe  Divine 
providence.  Then  follows  an  earnest 
exhortation  to  the  three  friends.  It 
may  be  said  of  the  entire  address  of 
Elihu,  that  it  is:  ;i  masterly  defense  of 
God,  his  attributesand  providence,  and 
a,  reproof  for  irreverence  on  the  part  of 
Job,  with  severe  reprimand  and  con- 
demnation of  Eliphaz,  Bildad  and 
Zophar,  for  their  very  uncharitable 
view:;  and  ex|>rc?sio»f;  against  Job. 

Elihu  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
descendant  of  Nahor,  the  brother  of 
Abraham,  by  Buz,  his  second  son. 

ELIHU,  2— He  is  ray  God  himself. 

Was  the  great-grand  father  of  Sam- 
uel. The  name  occurs  with  his  re- 
lation to  Elkanah  in  1st  Sam.  i :  1. 

ELIHU,  3— He  is  my  God  himself. 

Elihu  or  E[iab  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Jesse.  He  is  called  Elihu  in  1st 
Chron.  xxvii :  18,  When  Samuel  was 
sent  to  anoint  David  to  bo  king,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  Elihu  or  Eliab,  lie 
said :  "  Surely  tbe  Lord's  anointed  is 
before  him,"  but  in  that  be  was  'mis- 
taken. 1st  Sam.  svi ;  6.  This  brother 
of  David  was  in  the  army  of  king 
Saul,  and  complained  of  tbe  shepherd 
boy  when  he  proposed  to  meet  the  Phil- 
istine giant  vn  battle.  1st  Sam. 
xto:28. 

ELIHU,  4— Be  is  my  God  himself. 

Elihu  was  a  descendant  of  Obed 
Edom,  and  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
1st  Chron.  xxvi:  7. 

ELIJAH— [E-li'-jah,]  God  the  Lord, 
the  strong  Lord. 
Elijah,  the  Tishbitc,  was  a  noted 

Srophet  in  Israel.  He  is  referred  to 
i  the  New  Testament  by  the  name  of 
Elias.  He  was  a  native  of  Gilead,  and 
prophesied  in  the  time  of  King  Ahab. 
Abab  sinned  greatly  against  God, 
especially  by  turning  to  idolatry,  and 
in  marrying  Jezebel,  a  heathen  woman 
and  a,s;rof«  idolaier.  lie  countenanced 
the  worship  of  Baal  and  the  Groves, 
and  God  determined  to  punish  him, 
and  the  nation  over  which  he  reigned. 


Elijah,  under  a  commission  from  God,- 
assured  Ahab  that  there  should  bo 
neither  dew  nor  rain  for  a  length  of 
time,  only  as  ho,  the  prophet,  prayed 
for  it.     Consequently  the  drought  bo- 

gin,  and  Elijah  went  to  the  brook 
herith  that  he  might  drink  of  its 
waters  until  it  failed.  He  concealed" 
himself  near  this  brook,  and  was  led 
.miraculously  by  ravens  who  "  brought 
him  bread  and  flesh  in  the  morning 
and  bread  and  flesh  in  the  evening. 
What  a  beautiful  sight  is  presented 
here,  in  tbe  history  of  this  prophet 
the  country  of  Israel, 


.  tbe  Diyino  being  to  prepare  Elijah 
two  meals  every  day,  and  alter  prepar- 
ing it,  await  the  coming  of  the  ravens, 
who  were  also  employed  by  God,  to 
take  charge  of  the  meal  and  bear  it 
away  to  the  solitary  home  of  Elijah. 
About  the  same  time  each  morning 
and  each  evening,  as  the  prophet  be- 
came hungry,  he  looked  up  in  the 
direction  they  were  accustomed  to 
come,  and  saw  them  on  wing  approach- 
ing him  with  his  meal.  They  left  it 
with  Elijah  and  he  partook  of  it  with 
:i  fin.'iiktul  heart'. 

But  at  length    tlu;   brook   drind    v\y 

and  under  the  direction  of  God  Elijah 
nought  another  borne.  He  went  to  the' 
' '  of  Zerepbat  h,  and  as  be  was  enter- 
it  be  saw  a  poor  widoy.'  eupigcd  in 
0____iermg  a  few  sticks  with  a  view  to 
preparing  the  last  meal ;  for  sbo  had' 
only  a  handful  of  meal  and  a  little  oil 
left,  with  which  to  make  one  small 
cake  for  herself  and  her  only  son, 
Elijah  saw  tbe  woman  and  called  her 
attention  to  his  wants.  He  bade  her 
bring  him  a  little  water.  He  had 
probably  traveled  all  the  way  from  the 
brook  Oherith  without  a  drink  of 
water.  The  woman  saw  him  a  wearied 
traveler,  and  sympathizing  with  him, 
nho  started  in  the  direction  of  her 
humble  cottage  to  procure  him  drink, 
but  he  called  her  attention  again  to 
him,  and  bade  her  bring  him  also  a 
piece  of  bread.  She  ventured  then  to 
unfold  her  wretched  condition  to  him. 
"I  have  not  a  cake,  but  a  handful  of 
meal  in  a  barrel,  and  a  little  oil  in  a 
cruise,  and  behold  I  am  gathering  two- 
sticks  that  I  may  go  in  aud  dressit  for 
me  and  my  son,  that  we  may  eat  it  and 
die."     Tins  was  a  sad  tale  indeed ;  the 
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jioot  -widow  was  at  the  point  of  starv- 
ation—she  saw  no  hope  for  the  future. 
Elijah  bade  her  not  fear,  hut  go  bake 
a  cake  for  him  first,  and  then  for  her- 
self and  her  son;  and  then  he  assured 
her  that  the  meal  should  notwastcuor 
the  cruise  of  oil  fail -until  the  famine 
was  ended.  The  parohed  earth  should 
again  be  blessed  with  rain,  and  the 
labor  of  the  husbandman  be  rewarded. 
There  were  many  (it he :■  families  in  the 
city  that  were  suffering  from  the  fain-' 
ine,  and  so  all  through  the  land  there 
were  those  that  were  like  this  woman 
in  extremity,  but  unto  none  of  them 
was  Elijah  tent  save  unto  this  woman." 
"The  poovwoman  believed  the  .prophet 
and  followed  his  instructions.  And 
Elijah  entered  her  house  and  tarried 
there  during  the  remainder  of  the 
dearth,  living  with  the  woman  and 
her  ton  upon  the  multiplied  meal  and 
■oil.  So  that  Elyah  was  not  only  fed 
miraculously  atOheriih  forafew 
months,  but  ho  was  sustained  iniraon- 
loni.'ly  through  the  whole  dearth. 

A  very  interesting  circumstance  oc- 
curred about  two  years  after  he  came  to 
the  house  of  this  widow  and  her  sen. 
It  illustrates  the  doctrine  of  the  soul's 
immortality  and  iiTimnteriality,  and  the 
.power  of  Klijiih's  God.  The  son  died, 
and  with  a  Borrowing  heart  the  widow 
bent  over  his  fallen  form  and  mourned 
aa  none  but  a  mother  can  sorrow  for 
•the  loss  of  an  only  son.     She  cam 

Elijah  and  complained  that  he  

come  to  call  her  sins  to  remembrance 
and  to  slay  her  sou.  The  prophet 
deeply  sympathized  with  the  sorrow- 
stricken  woman,  and  took  the  child  up 
into  his  own  room  and  laid  him  on  his 
own  bed.  He  became  deeply  interested 
in  the  case,  and  in  the  fullness  of  his 
heart  laid  it  before  the  Lord.  "And 
he  stretched  himself  upon  the  child 
three  times,  and  eried  unto  the  Lord 
and  said,  0  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  thee 
let  this  child's  soul  come  into  him 
again,"  His  prayer  was  earnest  and 
importunate.  The  Lord  heard  it,  and 
the  request  was  granted—"  tho  soul  of 
the  child  came  unto  him  again  and  he 
revived,"  and  he  gave  him  to  his  mo- 
ther alive  ;  and  while  she  in  the  joy  of 
■her  heart  embraced  her  son,  she  de- 
clared her  strong  convictions  that  Elijah 
was  a  man  of  God— that  the  word  * 
the  Lord  hi  hi;!  month,  was  truth. 
Kings,  xvii. 


After  the  drought  and  famine  had 
continued  for  three  years  and  six 
months,  the  prophet  Elijah  was  com- 
missioned to  go  to  Ahab  the  king,  and 
inform  him  that  the  land  should  he 
blessed  with  rain.  This  seene  in  the 
history  of  Elijah  is  exceedingly  thrill- 
ing. He  met  Obadiah  one  of  the  ser- 
vants of  Ahab,  and  hade  him  go  and 
inform  his  muster  that  he  desired  to 
see  him;  Obadiah  made  objections  ie 
reporting  to  the  king,  the  chief  of 
which  were  that  the  king  -with  mur- 
derous intent  had  searched  the  "whole 
kingdom  and  the  adjacent  country  and 
kingdoms  for  Elijah,  and  would  surely 
kill  him  if  he  came  within  his  power: 
and  furthermore,  he  feared  that  if  ho 
informed  Ahab  of  the  presence  of  the 
prophet  that  the  spirit  of  tho  Lord 
would  carry  him  away,  and  then  his 


Elijah.  __. 
earnestly  desired  to  he  released  from 
tho  painful  duty  of  periling  the  life  of 
the  prophet  and  his  own  life,  partly  on 
the  ground  that  ho  had  been  the 
friend  and  protector  of  the  Lord's 
prophets— a  hundred  of  whom  ho  had 
fed  in  two  eaves  with  bread  and  water. 
Tho  prophet  then  assured  Obadiah 
that  he  need  not  fear,  for  he  had  de- 
termined to  show  himself  that  clay  to 
Ahab.  Being  thus  assured,  Obadiah 
hastened  to  Ahab  and  informed  him 
of  the  whereabouts  of  Elijah,  and  of 
his  desire  to  see  him.  The  king  went 
without  delay  to  where  Elijah  was, 
and  accosted  him  rather  roughly  by 


and  in  his  reply  told  the  king  that  he 
himself  and  his  family,  by  their  wick- 
educss  and  idolatry,  were  the  traublcrs 
of  Israel.  They  had  brought  this 
dearth  and  famine  upon  the  land  by 
erecting  heathen  temples  and  counte- 
nancing and  worshiping  false  Gods. 
Elijah  then  ashed  the  king  that,  the 

Sioplo  of  Israel  be  assembled  at  Mt. 
urmel  with  four  hundred  and  fifty 
prophets  of  Baal,  and  four  hundred 
prophets  of  the  groves  to  test  tho  mat- 
ter as  to  whether  Jehovah  or  Baal 
was  the  true  God.  Ahab  accordingly 
gave  orders  to.  that  effect,  and  soon 
the  people  with  those  falso  prophets 
were  convened.  And  Elijah  stood 
before  the  people  aud_  boldly  rebuked 
them  for  their  sins,  iu  "halting  bo- 
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tween  two  opinions,"  hesitating  as  to 
whether  they  would  serve  God  or 
Baal.  Ho  then  made  a  proposition  to 
test  the  power  of  God  and  Baal  by 
offering  sacrifices  that  should  he  con- 
sumed by  fire  from  heaven.  They 
agreed  to  the  proposition.  Baal's 
prophets  erected  their  altars  and  of- 
fered their  sacrifices  first.  In  the 
midst  of  the  ceremonies  of  their 
sacrifice,  in  their  earnestness  and  in- 
tensity of  feeling  they  cut  themselves 
with  knives,  leaped  upon  the  altar  and 
cried  "  0  Baal  hear  us."  But  it  was 
a  signal  failure.  Elijah  then  stepped 
forward  in  the  presence  of  the  multi- 
tude and  erected  his  altar,  slew  his 
bullock  and  laid  it  thereon.  He  then 
drenched  his  sacrifice  and  altar  with 
water  until  a  large  trench  was  filled  to 
the  brim  around  the  altar.  And  Eli- 
jah prayed  to  his  God  for  a  display  of 
divine  power  in  eons  Liming  the  sacri- 
fice in  the  sight  of  all  the  people. 
Scarcely  had  he  commenced  praying 
until  fire  was  seen  flash! ng  from 
heaven,  and  that  sacrifice  and  altar 
was  its  center  of  attraction.  It  was 
uot  long  until  the  fire  consumed  the 
flesh,  and  wood  aud  stones  and  water, 
and  even  the  earth  where  the  altar 
stood.  The  people  were  astonishc" 
and  cried  out,  "  The  Lord  he  is  God. 
Elijah  then  ordered  the  prophets  o 
Baal  to  bo  slain,  and  his  order  wi 
obeyed,  none  escaping.  He  then  ii 
formed  Abab  that  the  drought  was  at 
an  end,  soon  there  should  be  rain. 

As  the  people  were  dispersing  from 
the  place  of  execution  of  the  prophets 
of  Baal,  Elijah  returned  to  the  summit 
of  the  mount  and  prostrated  himself 
before  the  Lord  in  prayer  for  rain,  hav- 
ing Gehazi  his  servant  with  him  to  ob- 
serve After  praying  seven  times 
(Ichazi  reported  a  cloud  arising  out  of 
the  soa.  Elijah  then  bade  him  tel! 
Ahab  ' '  there  is  the  sound  of  abundance 
of  rain,"  to  make  ready_  and  go  to 
Jezreel  at  once  lest  the  rain  stop  him, 
while-Elijah  himself  girded  up  his  loins 
and.  ran  before  the;  king  to  the  entrance 
of  the  city.     1st  Kings  xviii,  _ 

Tbo  success  thai.  i-ro  vviiedKii.JLdiiiVl't 
recent  demonstrations,  and  the  slaugh- 
ter of  the  prophets  of  Baal  enraged 
Jezebel  the  Queen,  and  she  determined 
that  his  life  should  pay  for  his  conduct, 
and  she  sent  Elijah  the  word.  He  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  and  determined 


at  once  to  flee  to  Beersheba.  As  this 
was  probably  not  more  than  ono  hun- 
dred miles  from  Jezreel,  he  determined 
to  pursue  his  course  further.  But  he 
dismissed  his  servant  at  this  place,  and 
went  on  alone  toward  the  Arabian  des- 
ert. Tho  first  night  after  he  com- 
menced his  lonely  travel,  wearied  and 
fatigued  he  laid  down  under  a  juniper 
tree,  and  as  he  thought  of  the  perse- 
cutions through  which  ho  had  passed, 
the  destruction  of  the  Lords  prophets 
throughout  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  he 
:  1 1. ■: ■  ■.  1  to  die.. 

Inbisyjlitudeandsadnesshisattentioi! 
was  arrested  by  an  angel,  who  touched 
him  and  bade  him  rise  up  and  eat  pro- 
visions he  had  brought  him.  He  did 
so,  andthenslept.  After  a  few  hours  he 
awoke  from  his  sleep,  an  angel  appeared 
again  and  hade  him  eat  and  drink  of 
that  which  be  had  brought  him,  and  ho 
did  so,  after  which  he  resumed  his 
journey  and  traveled  for  forty  days 
without  refreshments,  and  came  to  the 
mount  of  God  called  Horeb.  Here  he 
took  up  his  home  for  a  time  in  a  cave, 
and  at  this  cave  the  Almighty  com- 
muned with  him.  Elijah's  God  bade 
him  stand  iu  the  mouth  of  tho  cave 
and  as  he  did  so  a  strong  wind  passed: 
over  it.  Ho  beard  its  Toaring  and  prob- 
ably felt  its  influence.  That  wind  was 
followed  by  an  earthquake,  and  the 
earthquake  was  followed  by  a  flaming 
fire,  and  that  flaming  fire  was  followed 
by  a  still  smail  voice,  and  in  that  voice 
the  Lord  addressed  himself  to  Elijah, 
and  assured  him  that  thero  wcro  seven 
thousand  in  Israel  that  had  not  bowed 
the  knee  to  Baal.  The  Lord  then  bade 
the  prophet  go  back  again  to  his  own 
country,  and  anoint  Hazael  to  be  King 
of  Syria,  and  Jehu  the  son  of  NimshiL 
to  be  king  over  Israel,  and  Elisha  the 
son  of  Shephat  to  be  prophet  in  his 
stead.  This  was  a  very  important  mis- 
sion. Not  long  after  this  Elijah  called 
Elisha  whom  be  found  plowing  in  a 
field  with  oxen,  and  he  referred  the  an- 
ointing of  the  two  kings  to  him.  1st 
Kings  xix. 

Elijah  again  threw  himself  in  the 
way  of  Abab  and  told  him  of  the  judg- 
ments that  God  would  visit  upon  him 
and  his  wicked  family.  1st  Kings  xxi. 
He  denounced  Ahaziab  and  told  him 
of  his  approaching  end. 

Two  companies  of  soldiers  composed 
of  fiftyineneachjwenttohim,  toagpre* 
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heiid  him  and  place  him  in  the  power 
of  his  enemies,  and  they  wereconsur  1 
The  captain  ol'  iln.'  third  company  : 
god  for  his  life  and  the  life  of  his  I 
and  they  were  spared,  for  Elijah  went 
with  them  under  the  protection  of  his 
God. 

When  Eli  iah.  was  about  to  bo  trans- 
lated he  made  efforts  to  get  out  of  the 
company  of  Elisha  thai,  his  translation 
might  be  secret,  but  in  this  ho  failed, 
for  his  successor  followed  him  closely. 
When  they  came  to  Jordan  Elijah 
struck  the  waters  with  his  mantle  and 
they  divided  and  the  two  went  over. 
Elijah  then  asked  Elisha  what  should 
be  done  for  him,  and  he  answered  "  let 
a  double  portion  of  thy  spirit  fall  on 
mo."  Elijah  told  him  his  request  was  a 
great  one,  and  yefc  it  should  be  granted 
on  condition  that  ho  saw  him  when  hi? 
translation  occurred.  The  two  together 
passed  on  a  little  further,  when  a  com- 
pany of  angels,  and  the  form  of  a 
chariot  and  horses  of  fire  appeared,  and 
Elijah  understanding  that  they  had 
comoforhim,  quick  as  thought  left  the 
side  of  Elishii  and  entering  tho  chariot 
was  borne  by  a  whirlwind  into  heaven. 
Elisha  in  the  excitement  looked  at  the 
ascending  chariot  and  cried  after  Elijah, 
"My  father,  my  father',  the  chariot  and 
horsemen  of  Israel."  Tho  mantle  of 
Elijah  had  fallen  from  him  as  he  as- 
cended, and  Elisha  took  it  up  and  re- 
turned to  tho  Jordan  that  (hey  two  had 
crossed  a  little  while  before,  and  with 
tire  mantle  he  smote  the  waters  and 
they  divided  again.  Elijah  thus  wont 
up  to  heaven  and  there  he  has  over 
since  with  Enoch  of  an  earlier  age, 
represented  man  in  glorified  humanity. 

After  his  translation,  fifty  of  the 
youthful  prophets  Bought  his  body  by 
the  perm iiv.i on  of  Elisha  for  three 
day*      :.'!  Kin:;;,,  1  and  2. 

In  the  time  of  Johoraiu,  king  of 
Judah,  a  writing  of  the  prophet  Eli- 
jah was  presented,  in  whieh  the  Bins 
that  had  been  committed  were  brought 
to  remembrance,  and  the  judgments 
of  God  declared  as  they  should  fall 
upon  the  king  and  his  family.     2d 

Chron.  xxi:  12-16. 

Tho  New  Testament  refers  to  this 
important  person  frequently,  and  John 
tho  Baptist  because  of  his  temper, 
apparel,  method  of  living,  and  faith- 
ful manner  of  reproving  vice,  with  his 
zeal  for  the  right,  ana  bis  gifts,  is 


called  Elijah  or  Elias.  Matt,  xvii: 
10-13.  The  above  reference  is  made 
in  the  above  passage  to  the  notion 
existing  among  tho  Jews  that  Elijah 
would  come  before  the  Messiah,  should 
make  his  appearance,  and  John  tho 
baptist  declared  to  bo  that  Elias. 

At  tho  transfiguration  of  Ch-rist, 
Elias  with  Moses,  descended  from 
Heaven,  and  in  shining  raiment,  stood 
near  Jesus  and  conversed  with  him. 
Matt,  xvii:  5. 
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ELIMELECH  — [E-lim'c-lek,]  my 
God  is  Mng. 
Was  a  man  of  the  tribe  of  Judab, 
who  dwelt  in  Bethlehem  in  the  days 
of  the  Judges.  Because  of  a  famine 
in  the  land,  he,  with  his  wife  Naomi, 
and  their  two  sons,  went  to  sojourn  in 
Moab,  whoro  ho  and  his  sous  both 
died.    Ruth. 

ELIOENAI,  1— [E-le-e'-na-i,]  to- 
ward /twrt  ore  my  eyes,  my  faun- 
t-'iiiiK,  tov.ard.  liim  h  my  poverty  or 
misery. 
Was  tho  eldest  so;t  of  Nca.riah.     1st 

Chron.  iii:  23. 

ELIOENAI,  2—  Toward  him  are  my 
ei/t-v.  toward  him  is  my  poverty  or 
misery. 
Was  the  head  of  the  family  of  the 
IstChrou.  iv:  30.. 


ELIOENAI,  3—  Toicard  him  are  my 
eyes,  toward  him  is  my  poverty  or 

Was  a  Benjamite,  and  bead  of  one 

the  families  of  the  bous  of   Bechcr. 
1st  Chron.  vii:  8. 

ELIOENAI,  4~  Toward  him  are  my 

eyes,  toward  hint  if  my -poverty  or 

misery. 

Was  the  seventh  son  of  Mesliole- 

miab,  of  a  Sorbite  Levif.e  family,  ami 

one  of  the  doorkeepers  of  the  house 

of  the  Lord.    1st  Chron.  sxvi :  & 

ELIOENAI,  5—  Toward  him  are  my 
eyes,  toward  him,  is  my  poverty  or 
misery. 
Was  a  priest  of  the  line  of  Pashur. 

He  was  one  of  those  who  had  mar- 
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ried  it  foreign  wife.  Ezra  x : 
was  ollo  of  the  priests  who 
Nehemialt  at  the  dedication  of  the 

wail  of  Jerusalem,     Neh.  xii:  41. 


EXIOENAI,  &— Toward  him  arc  my 

eyes,  toward  Jtim  is  my  poverty  or 

misery. 
Wjw.su  Israelite  of  the  sons   of 
Zatho,  who  had  also  married  a  foreign 
wife. 

ELIOSBPH— 

Eliobepii  and  his  brother  Ahia, 
were  the  sons  of  Shesha,  scribes  for 
king  Solomon. 

ELIPHAL-[El'i-fal.] 

Was  a  son  of  Ur,  and  one  of 
David's  body-guard.  1st  Cbron. 
si:  33. 

ELIPHAlETt  1— [E-lifa-let,]    the 

God  i if  dctivcramx. 
Was  tlio   thirteenth  son   bom  to 
David    after    lira    establishment    in 
Jerusalem.    2d  Sam,  v:  10. 

ELIPHALET,  2- The  God  of  da- 

lioeran-te. 

Was  a  son  of  Ahashai,  one  of  the 

thirty  warriors  of  David,  who  served 

as  his  body-guard.     2d  Sam.  ssiii :  34. 

ELIPHALET,  3— The  God  of  de- 
liverance. 
Was  one  of  the  leaders  who  re- 
turned from  Babylon  with  Ezra.  Ez. 
viii :  13.  Ho  may  bo  the  same  one 
who  luwl  married  a  foreign  wife.  Ez. 
x:33. 

ELIPIIAS,  1— [El'-i-phaz,]  the  endea- 
vor of  Goit 
ElJPHAZ  was  the  son  of  Esau  and 
Adah.     It  may  be  supposed  he  was 
Esau's  eldest  son,  as  he  is  named  first 

7  given  in  G 

i  1st  GlirOD. 
This  Bliphaz  was  the  father  of  six  sons, 
The  following  aro  their  names  as  given: 
Teman,  Omar,  Zepho,  Gatam,  Kemvz, 
and  Ainalek.  The  last-named  was  the 
son  of  Timna,  the  concubine  of  Elip- 


ELIPHAZ,  2— the  endeavor  of  God. 
Eliphaz,  who  was  one  of  the  visitors 
and  pretended  friends  of  Job  in  his  af- 
fliction, was  probably  the  son  of  Teman 


and  the  grandson  of  die  former  EliphtiK. 
He  is  called  Eliphaz  the  Temanite.  He 
was,  wo  may  judge  from  Job,  xv  .  10, 
an  old  man.  "With  us  aro  both  the 
gray-headed  and  very  aged  men,  much 
elder  than  thy  father."  And  as  ho  is 
the  first  to  sneak  to  Job  of  the  three 
who  are  visiting  him,  it  is  likely  he  was 
the  eldest  of  the  company.  The  object 
he  had  in  view  with  bis  companions 
was  to  mourn  with  the  afflicted,  and  to 
comfort  him.  Job,  ii :  10.  He  oom- 
mccca  his  address  in  the  fourth  chap- 
ter, in  which  he  refers  to  Job's  charac- 
ter as  an  instructor — tlio  work  ho  had 
performed  of  ministering  to  the  afflicted 
— "strengthening  the  weak  hands," 
and  reproves  him  lor  his  fairness,  as 
he  calls  it,  iti  the  midst,  ofliistiJUiei-ions. 
Ho  insinuates  that  Job  had  been  wicked 
and  hy:.ioi:riii;;al.  11:.',  endeavors 
vines  him  that  none 
such  extraordinary  mi 
being  punished,  but  gross  sinners ;  and 
he  pleads  with  Job  to  repent  of  hia  sins 
—to  renounce  his  wickedness,  and  plead 
with  God  for  deliverance.  Sec  chapters 

As  evidence  that  Eliphaz  was  mis- 
taken regarding  i'm'o,  in  chapter  xlli,  we 
learn  that  the  wrath  of  God  was  kin- 
dled against  him  and  his  friends  who 
had  joined  him  in  his  fnlso  charges; 
and  under  the  direction  of  God  Job 
prayed  for  them,  and  their  sin  was  for- 
given. 

EI  J  PHELEH—  [EJifVleh,  J 

Was  one  of  the  Levites  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the  sole  in  ti  service  of  removing 
the  ark  to  Jerusalem,  and  placing  it  in 
the  tent  which  David  had  prepared  for 
it.     1st  Chron.  sv :  21. 

ELISHA— TE-li'-shalt,]  salvation  of 
God. 

E-LISIIA  the  son  oP  Shaphat  and  the 
successor  of  Elijah  was  a  prophet  in 
Israel.  He  was  called  te  the  work 
and  office  as  lie  drove  one  of  hia 
father's  twelve  plows.  1st  Kings  xix : 
19.  While  Elijah  was  in  the  cave  at 
Horeb,  God  prepared  him  for  an  im- 
portant, revelation  ho  was  about  to 
make  to  him,  by  displaying  his  pres- 
ence and  majesty  in  a  strong  wind  that 
rent  the  mountains  and  brake  the 
rocks  around  him,  which  wind  was 
followed  by  an  earthquake,  and  the 
earthquake  by  fire,  and  the  fire  by  a 
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still  small  voice,  in  which  voice  the 
revelation  was  made  and  a  part  of  that 
revelation  was  "Elisha  the  son  of 
Shaphat  of  Abel-mcholah  shalt  thou 
anoint  to  be  prophet  in  thy  room.'1 
1st  Kings  six :  1G.  Elijah  found  Eli- 
sha in  the  field  plowing,  and  as  ho 
approached  him  he  cast  his  mantle 
over  him,  thereby  intimating  his  de- 
sire that  ho  should  follow  him,  and 
succeed  him  in  the  office  of  prophet, 
Elisha  understanding  the  import  of 
fcho  act,  and  probably  already  feeling 
the  divine  influence  upon  him  that 
afterwards  made  him  so  distinguished 
as  a  prophet,  signified  his  willingness 
to  leave  his  native  city — his  father's 
house  and  his  employment  as  an  agri- 
culturist. Feeling  himself  to  be  un- 
der the  charge  of  Elijah  ho  ashed  the 
privilcgo  of  going  home  to  hid  his 
father  and  mother  farewell.  "Let 
me,  I  pray  thee,  kiss  myiafcher  and  my 
mother  and  thou  I  will  follow  thee. 
Elisha  went  hack  and  slew  a  yoke  of 
oxon,  and  mado  a  great  feast  for  the 
people — probably  the  laborers  over 
whom  he  had  charge,  as  servants  of 
his  father.  After  they  had  ate  to- 
gether of  the  boiled  flesh  of  the  oxon 
he  left  home,  taking  an  affectionate 
leave  of  the  household,  especially  of 
his  lather  ami  mother.  From  this 
time  until  Elijah  was  translated  they 
were  companions.  Elisha  was  made 
acquainted  with  the  revelations 
that  had  been  made  to  Elijah  at  the 
cave,  and  he  referred  the  anointing 
the  two  king:!  to  EHsha;  Hazael  to 
be  king  of  Syria,  and  Jehu  the  son  of 
Nimshi  to  be  king  of  Israel.  In  2d 
Kings  viii:  12,  wo  learn  that  Haaael 
meets  Elisha  and  soon  the  prophet 
assures  him  that  ho  shall  be  king  of 
Syria,  and  in  2d  Kings  ix:  1,  'A,  we 
have  the  account  of  Elisha  anointing 

Elisha  witnessed  the  wonderful  dis- 
play of  divine  power  and  glory  in  the 
translation  of  "Elijah,  and  the  same 
mantle  that  was  cast  upon  him  while 
plowing,  signifying  Ins  call  to  the  work 
and  office  of  a  prophet,  now  falls  by 
his  side  as  he  looks  wonderingly  at 
the  chariot  of  fire  bearing  Elijah 
away.  When  Elijah  had  passed  away 
—the  strango  sccno  of  his  ascension 
was  over,  Elisha  was  reconciled  to  the 
separation,  took  up  the  mantle  and 
went  back  to  the  Jordan  where  they 


two, 


little  while  before  had  crossed 
And  as  Elijah   «nmt<:  the  waters 


with  that  mantle,  and  they  divided 
"hither  and  thither,"  so  Elisha  with 
the  mantle  smote  the  waters  and  they 
divided,  and  the  second  time  he  passed 
through  on  dry  ground.  The  sons  of 
the  prophets  were  standing  upon  the 
bank  of  Jordan  as  Elisha  approached 
and  they  saw  I  he  writers  divided  before 
him  as  they  had  seen  (ho  waters  di- 
vide a  short  while  before  when  Elijah 
smote  (Item,  and  they  said,  "  the  spirit 
of  Elijah  doth  rest  on  Elisha."  This 
was  trio  very  thing  that  Elisha  had 
asked  for,  2d  Kings  ii :  9,  and  it  had 
been  promised  him  on  condition  that 
he  saw  him  when  he  was  taken  from 
him.  He  did  see  him  as  long  as  hu- 
man vision  could  follow  him. 

The  young  prophets  met  him  as  ho 
came  up  from  the  Jordan,  and  sat- 
isfied that  ho  was  the  honored  successor 
of  Elijah,  they  bowed  to  him  as  their 
superior.  They  asked  the  privilege  of 
him  to  so  in  search  t.I'  Elijah,  winpos- 
ing  that  the  "spirit  of  the  Lord  had 
taken  him  up  and  cast  him  upon  some 
mountain,  or  into  some  valley.  He 
tried  to  dissuade  them,  but  they  impor- 
tuned and  insisted,  until  ho  gave  them 
permission,  at  the  same  time  assuring 
them  that  their  to  it  veil  would  be  in  vain. 
They  went  and  searched  three  days  but 
found  him  not. 

While  the  search  was  being  made, 
Elisha  tarried  at  Jericho.  A  complaint 
was  made  to  him  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Jericho,  to  the  effect  that  though  they 
were  pleasantly  situated  in  many  re- 
spects, yet  there  was  one  very  serious 
difficulty  under  which  they  labored 
"  the  water  is  naught,  and  the  ground 
is  barren." 

Pleasant  as  the  city  of  Jericho  was 
and  its  surrounding  country,  the  curse 
of  GEod  seemed  to  rest  upon  it,  in  bad 
water,  and  in  a  barren  land.  Elisha 
called  for  a  new  cruise  and  filling  it  with 
salt,  he  cast  the  salt  into  the  springs, 
and  told  the  people  of  Jericho,  that 
the  waters  were  healed  and  that  the 
land  should  no  longer  be  barren.  He 
then  left  Jericho  and  turned  his  face 
toward  Bethel,  and,  as  he  was  going  ho 
was  wickedly  mocked  by  a  company  of 
children.  They  were  probably  the 
school  of  some  celebrated  teacher,  who 
was  an  idolater,  and  probably  the  pa- 
rents of  the  children  were  idolaters. 
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They  had  hoard  of  Elijah's  ascent,  and 
had  learned  the  relation  Elisha  sus- 
tained to  him,  and  they  mocked  him  by 
saying,  "Go  up  thou  liald  head;  Go 
up  Uiou  bald  head."  The  prophet 
cursed  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
The  offense  was  against  the  Lord,  and 
his  servant  but.  executed  his  purpose 
when  he  cursed  them  in  his  name. 
Scarcely  had  the  sound  of  Elisha's 
voice  died  upon  the  cars  of  the  com- 
pany of  children  thus  mocking  lion, 
until  two  she  bears  came  out  of  the 
wood.  It  may  be  these  hears  were 
tracing  the  footsteps  of  the  murderers 
of  their  young,  when  they  came  upon 
the  children  insulting  the  prophet, 
"and  they  tare  forty  and  two  children 
of  them."     2d  Kings,  ii. 

The  allied  army  of  Israel,  Judah  and 
Edom,  while  contending  with  Mesha, 
king  of  Moab,  applied  to  Elisha  to  en- 
quire of  the  Lord  for  them.  It  was 
through  the  influence  of  Jeboshaphat, 
die  king  of  Judah,  that  the  application 
was  made  to  him.  As  soon  as  the  inter- 
view was  had,  Elisha  addressed  himself 
to  Jehoram,  the  king  of  Israel,  in  a  very 
just  and  cutting  reproof,  for  ho  was  an 
idolater.  "What  have  I  to  do  with 
thee?  get  thee  to  the  prophets  of  thy 
father,  and  to  the  prophets  of  thy 
mother."  For  the  sake  of  the  king  of 
Judah,  who  worshiped  the  true  God, 
Elisha  attended  unto  their  request,  and 
enquired  for  them  of  the  Lord.  He 
received  the  revelation  and'  made  it 
known  unto  them  that  there  should  be 
an  abundance  of  water  for  their  re- 
freshment, though  they  should  see  no 
wind  or  rain,  and  it  was  according  to 
his  word.    2d  Kings,  iii. 

A  few  days  after  this  a  widow  of  one 
of  the  prophets  came  to  Elisha  and 
c-0!!)[iluined  Usui,  her  husband's  creditor 
had  certified  his  intention  to  sell  her 
two  sons  to  pay  the  debt.  The  prophet 
intent  on  relieving  her,  asked  italic  had 
anything  in  the  house.  She  answered 
nothing  save  a  pot  of  oil.  He  then 
bade  her  borrow  vessels,  which  she  did, 
"not  a  few,"  and  the  prophet  told  her 
to  shut  the  door  of  her  house  upon 
herself  and  her  two  sons,  avid  pour  out 
from  her  vessel  of  oil  into  tho  empty 
vessels,  which  she  did,  until  they  were 
all  filled  with  oil.  When  they  were  all 
full  the  oil  stayed,  and  the  woman  re- 
ported to  tho  man  of  God  who  hade 
her  sell  the  oil  and  pay  the  debt,  and 


live,  she  and  her  two  sons  off  tho  rest. 
2d  Kings,  iv:  1-7. 

Klisha  became  acquainted  with  tho 
woman  of  Shuneut  and  ate  with  her 
and  her  husband.  And  after  that,  on 
an  invitation  from  them,  as  often  as  he 
passed  that  way  "  he  turned  in  thither 
to  eat  bread."  His  acquaintance  with 
them  extended,  and  their  mutual  es- 
teem and  regard  increased.  The  Shu- 
nemite  prepared  a  little  chamber  spe- 
cially for  the  prophet,  and  furnished  it 
with  a  bed,  and  a  table,  and  a  stool, 
and  a  candlestick,  and  in  that  chamber 
the  prophet  often  rested.  As  a  reward 
for  the  kindness  shown  the  prophet 
Elisha,  this  Shunemite  was  blessed 
with  a  son ;  and  when  tho  child  was 
about  five  years  of  age,  he  died  sud- 
denly. Elisha  restored  him  to  life,  to 
the  joy  of  his  parents.  _rt  Kings,  iv  ; 
8-37. 

Elisha  visited  Gilgal,  and  while  there 
(.be  sons  of  the  prophets  gathered  about 
him  and  welcomed  him  among  them. 
Thcro  was  a  dearth  in  the  land,  and 
consequently  food  was  scarce.  One  of 
the  youti;;  prophets  had  gathered  herbs 
for  a  mess  of  pottage— wild  gourds,  a 
bitter  and  poisonous  lierb.  His  fellow- 
prophets  had  no  sooner  tasted  it,  than 
they  cried  out,  "  There  is  death  in  the 
pot!"  Elisha  took  a  little  meal  and 
cast  it  into  the  pot,  which  removed  the 
bitter  taste  and  poisonous  quality.  2d 
Kings,  iv :  38-41.  Then  Elisha  multi- 
plies twenty  barley  loaves,  so  that  more 
than  a  hundred  persona  ate  plentifully, 
and  yet  left  some  remaining. 

This  prophet  was  applied  to  by  Naa- 
man,  the  Syrian  general,  who  was  a 
leper,  to  be  healed  of  his  leprousy.  He 
bade  him  go  wash  seven  times  in  Jor- 
dan and  he  should  be  healed.  He  did 
so  and  was  cured ;  then  returned  to 
Elisha  and  offered  him  large  presents, 
but  he  would  not  receive  them.  And 
afterwards,  when  Gehazi,  his  servant, 
covetously  followed  tho  Syrian  and  re- 
ceived from  him  a  present,  Elisha  re- 
buked him,  and  assured  him  that  tho 
leprousy  of  Naaman  should  cleave  to 
2d  Kings,  ~v 


cut  wood,  and  procure  beams  of  timber 
with  which  to  enlarge  their  dwelling; 
and  while  one  of  them  was  cutting  the 
ase  head  fell  into  the  water,  and  he 
could  not  find  it.    He  came  to  Elisha 
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and  informed  him.  The  axo  was  a  bor- 
rowed one,  wliich  made  the  young 
{■rophet  the  more  anxious  to  procure  it. 
Ulisha  went  to  the  place  where  it  had 
fallen  in,  and  taking  a  stick  ho  threw  or 
thrust  it  into  the  water,  "  and  the  iron 
did  swim,"  and  so  was  recovered. 

About  this  time  Benhadad,  the  king 
of  Syria,  waged  war  against  Israel ; 
and  Elisha  informed  Jehoram  of  the 


Benhadad  became  troubled  and  per- 
plexed, and  learned  that  Elisha  dis- 
closed his  thoughts  and  plans  to  his 
enemy.  Having  heard  that  Elisha  was 
atDothan,  he  sent  soldiers  to  take  him, 
bat  Elisha  was  environed  with  horses 
and  chariots  of  fire.  His  servant  saw 
them  coming  and  was  frightened,  and 
turning  around  to  Elisha  he  said, 
"Alas!  my  master,  what  shall  we  do?'' 
The  nrophet  prayed  first  that  the  young 
man  a  eyes  might  be  opened,  and  his 
prayer  was  answered  and  his  fears  re- 
lieved. He  then  prayed  that  the  Lord 
would  sniiie  the  soldiers  with  blind- 
ness, and  his  prayer  w  as  answered. 
Then  he  led  the  blind  soldiers  into  Sa- 
maria, where  they  were  in  the  power 
of  the  king  of  Israel,  who  would  have 
destroyed  tnem  had  not  Elisha  stopped 
him,  and  indicated  a  more  humane  and 
sensible  mode  of  treatment:  to  give 
them  bread  and  water  to  eat  and  drink, 
and  send  them  home  to  their  master 
unharmed.     2d  Kings,  vi:  1-24. 

When  Benhadad  had  besieged  Sa- 
maria and  cut  off  their  supplies,  until 


11  the  unclean  head  of  an  uneleau 
animal  was  sold  for  about  twenty  dol- 
lars, and  other  things  used  for  food 
in  proportion;  and  thousands  were 
starving.  One  poor  woman  cried  to 
(he  king  again;.!  another  woman  who 
had  agreed,  the  day  before,  while  with 
her,  eating  her  son,  that  on  that  day 
they  two  should  eat  her  sou  also,  but 
now  she  refused.  The  king  heard 
her  cries  and  lamentations,  and  was 
deeply  grieved.  He  attributed,  in  his 
grief,  these  calamities  to  Elisha,  and 
determined  that  he  should  die.  He 
sent  a  messenger  to  execute  his  pur- 
pose at  once :  but  in  this  Jehoram 
was  foiled. 

Elisha  foretold  abundant  relief  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Samaria  in  the 
next  twenty-four  hours,  which  came  to 


pass;  for  the  Syrians  became  alarmed 
at  a  noise  they  wore  made  to  hear, 
and,  supposing  it  to  be  forces  coming 
to  help  the  inhabitants  of  Samaria, 
they  fled  hurriedly  from  their  camp, 
leaving  their  tents,  horses  and  equi- 
page. Soon  the  fact  was  made  known 
by  four  lepers,  and  plenty  was  enjoyed 
in  the  city.     :<(.(  Kings,  vii. 

Elisha  went  to  Damascus  to  appoint 
Hazael  king  of  Syria,  as  Elijah  had 
directed  him.  Ho  finds  Benhadad 
sick,  and  that  king  probably  hearing 
him,  sends  Hazael  to  enquire  of  him 
as  to  whether  ho  will  recover  from  his 
sickness.  He  tells  Hazael  that  Ben- 
hadad will  die,  and  that  ho  is  to  be 
king  in  his  stead.  He  then  indicated 
to  Haaacl  the  policy  ho  would  pursue 
— atrocities  and  wickedness  of  which 
ho  would  bo  guilty  as  the  king  of 
Syria ;  and,  although  he  seemed  to  be 
struck  with  horror  at  the  prediction, 
yet  ho  went  homo,  and,  with  a  wet 
cloth,  smothered  or  suffocated  King 
Benhadad ;  then  ascended  the  throne. 

About  this  time,  Elisha  sent  a 
young  prophet  to  anoint  Jehu  to  bo 
king  over  Israel,  that  lie  might  cut 
off  (tic  ii.blatriiiii;  house  of  Aliab. 

The  work  of  Elisha  being  nearly 
done,  he  was  taken  sick  of  tho  dis- 
ease of  which  he  died.  2d  Kiiig:'i,siii: 
14.  During  his  sickness,  Joash,  the 
king  of  Israel,  came  down  to  see  him, 
and  wept  in  his  presence,  using  lan- 
guage precisely  like  the  language  that 
Elisha  used  when  Elijah  was  trans- 
lated :  "  My  father,'  my  father,  the 
chariots  of  Israel  and  the  horsemen 
thereof."  Ho  looked  upon  the  pale 
form  of  the  dying  prophet  and  felt 
that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  was  about 
to  lose  a  prophetic  protector.  Elisha 
directed  the  king  to  take  bow  and 
arrows  and  shoot  out  of  the  window 
eastward ;  and  he  did  so.  The  prophet 
told  him  the  shot  presaged  deliver- 
ance from  the  Syrian  yoke:  "Thou 
shalt  smite  the  Syrians  in  Aphek  till 
thou  hast  consumed  them."  The 
prophet  then  bade  the  king  tako  the 
the  arrows  and  smite  them  on  the 
ground;  and  he  did,  smiting  the 
ground  thrice.  The  dying  prophet 
blamed  the  king  that  he  did  not  smite 
five  or  sis  times,  that  he  might  as 
often  have  defeated  the  Syrian  troops 
instead  of  three  times. 

Elisha  died,  and  they  buried  him; 
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and,  a  short  time  afterward,  si  ma- 
rauding parly  of  the  Moabites  were 
invading  the  laud,  and  a  funeral  pro- 
cession passing  along  saw  the  hand 
and  were  alarmed;  and.  as  the  grave 
in  which  Elisha  was  buried  was  open, 
they  who  were  carrying  the  dead  man 
to  burial  let  him  down  into  Elieha's 
sepnleher,  and  as  soon  as  the  corpse 
touched  the  bones  of  the  prophet  the 
dead  mar,  was  restored  to  life.  "  He 
revived  and  stood  up  on  his  feet.1'-  2d 
Kings,  xiii. 

EIJSHA.H— JE-li'-Anh,]  son  of  Ja- 
van ;  it  is  God,  God,  llw.l  gii-es 
help. 
Elistu.ii  was  a  defendant  of  Japh- 
eth,  and  tho  sen  of  Javan.  He  in  re- 
ferred to  in  Gen.  x  :  4.  As  he  is  num- 
bered first  of  tho  sons  of  Javan,  he  was 
;>r(ibiil)]y  t]ic  eldest.  EHshah  probably 
settled  at  hllis,  in  Peloponesus,  and  his 
descendants  aro  referred  to  as  trading 
with  the  Tynans  in  Ezekiel,  sxvii :  T. 
"Fine  linen  with  bordered  work  from 
Egypt,  was  that  which  thou  spreadest 
forth  to  be  thy  sail;  blue  and  purple 
from  the  isles  of  Elishah  was  that  which 
covisrod  thee." 

ELISIIAMA,  1— rE-lish'&rfnahJ  God 
hearing. 
Elish  ama  was  of  th  o  family  of  Ephra- 
im,  of  the  children  of  Joseph.  He 
was  the  son  of  Ammihud,  and  chief  of 
the  family  of  Ephraim.  PTo  was  asso- 
ciated with  Moses  and  Aaron  in  man- 
aging the  business  of  their  nation  at 
the  time  of  their  exodus  from  the  land 
of  Egypt      Num.  i :    10.      And  when 


ELIflTTAMA,  2— God  hearing. 

A  sou  of  king  David  born  unto  him 
after  his  establishment  in  Jerusalem. 
2d  Sara,  v:  16. 

ELISHAMA,  Z—God  hearing, 

A  descendant  of  Judah,  the  son  of 
Jekamiah.     1st  Chrou.  ii:  41. 

ELISHAMA,  4— God  hearing. 

The  father  of  Nethaniah,  and  grand- 
father of  Ishmael.    2d  Kings  xxv :  25. 

ELISHAMA,  i—God  hearing. 
Tho  scribe  to  king  Jehoiakim.    He 
"n  Jer.  xxxvi:  12,  20. 


ELISHAMA,  6— God  hearing. 
Ho  was  a  priest  in  the  time  of  Jehos- 

hapbat.     2d  Chron.  xvii :  8. 

ELISHAPlIAT-[E-hsV-a-fat.] 

A  son  of  Zichri,  and  one  of  the  cap- 
tains of  hundreds  in  the  time  of  Jehot- 
ada.     2d  Chron.  xxiii :  1. 

ELISHEBA— [E-Ush'-e-bahJ  God 

hath  sworn,  the  fulness  of  God. 


.._._  the  wife  of  Aaron, 
the  daughter  of  Aminadah,  and  y.btcr 
to  Naashon,  who  was  one  of  the  prin- 
*..  The  lumie  h  I.Ik: h: r,v>. 
..  . ._.,  a  name  of  the  (..!hi'.:;-i;^n 
age.  The  mother  of  John  the  Baptist, 
"hose  name  was  Elisabeth,  was  a 
_iughter  of  Aaron,  and  alio  bare,  as 
we  see,  the  name  of  Aaron's  wife. 
Elishcba  was  tho  mother  of  ii  adab  and 
Abitra,  who  offered  strange  ftro  unto 
the  Lord,  and  were  destroyed.  Lav. 
s :  1,2.  "  And  offered  Estrange  fire  fee- 
fore  tho  Lord,  which  ho  commanded 
them  not.  And  there  went  out  a  fire 
from  the  Lord  and  devoured  (hen),  and. 
they  died  before  the  Lord."  She  was 
also  the  mother  of  Eloaaar  and  Itlia- 
mer.  Eleazar  succeeded  his  father  to 
the  office  of  (he  li';:h  prle^uiood. 

ELI8HUA— fEl-Uhu-ah,]  God  is 
■Hiv/  salvation. 
Elisdua  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
David,  born  unto  him  in  Jerusalem. 
1st  Chron.  xiv :  5. 

ELIZABETH-[E-liz'-a-betb,3  God 

hnih,  $it;orri,  tli/ifaliiCM  of  God. 

Elizabeth  was  tho  wife  of  'Audi- 
arias  a  descendant  of  Aaron  and  tho 
mother  of  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord, 
John  the  Baptist,  '■'he  was  also  related 
to  tho  Virgin  Mary.  When  the  angel 
talked  with  the  mother  of  our  Lord,  ne 
refers  her  for  confirmation  of  her  faith 
to  facts  regarding  her  "cousin  Eliz- 
abeth." 

According  to  the  description  given  of 
Elizabeth  and  her  husband  in  Luke  i : 
5,  we  learn  that  she  was  a  good  woman, 
"righteous  before  God,"  and  with  her 
husband  she  obeyed  all  the  divine  com- 
mandments. She  held  tho  moral  codo 
that  God  had  given,  to  be  sacred,  and 
was  blameless  in  all  the  ordinances. 
The  ceremonial  as  well  as  the  moral  law 
was  observed.  She  attended  faithfully 
to  the  duties  of  religion. 
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Elizabeth  lived  many  years  with  her 
honored  husband  and  had  no  children, 
butwben  "stricken  in  years,"  God  gave 

her  a  sou.      All  au^ol  appeared  l.o>'ncl'i 

arias  while  ho  was  engaged  in  minister- 
ing in  the  order  of  his  course  in  the 
temple,  and  spake  to  Iiim  of  the  sou 
that  should  he  bora  to  Elizabeth,  and 
of  bin  character  anil  work.  The  hus- 
band of  Elizabeth  did  not  believe  fully 
the  divine  message  that  had  been  de- 
livered, and  ventured  to  express  his 
doubts.  This  was  evidently  an  offense, 
and  his  being  deaf  and  dumb  until 
John  was  bora  was  a  chastisement  for 
his  doubts.  But  the  prediction  of  the 
uiif/cl  was  fulfilled,  and  John  was  born. 
On  the  eighth  day  after  his  birth  the 
Levitical  law  was  complied  with.  Eliz- 
abeth with  her  husband  being  present 
to  witness  the  sacred  ceremony,  and  en- 
ter into  a  covenant  with  God  and  name 
their  child.  Those  that  were  present, 
and  engaged  in  the  solemn  service,  sup- 
posed that  the  child  was  to  be  named 
after  his  father  hence  they  called  him 
Zaoharias.  But  Elizabeth  corrected 
them  in  their  mistake,  for  in  all  proba- 
bility her  husband  had  told  her  in  writ- 
ing what  the  angel  had  said  to  him. 
"And  his  mother  answered  and  said 
not  so ;  hut  he  shall  be  called  John, 
They  seemed  to  be  astonished  at  the 
name  and  ventured  some  objections  to 
it.  "There  is  none  of  thy  kindred 
called  by  this  name."  But  in  order  to 
satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  name  they 
made  signs  to  Zaoharias  what  he  would 
have  him  called.  And  he  asked  for  a 
writing  table  and  wrote  saying,  "his 
name  is  John."  Thus  they  discovered 
that  Elizabeth  was  not  mistaken. 

If  the  Virgin  Mary  was  honored 
more  than  any  other  woman  in  being 
the  mother  of  our  Lord.  Elizabeth 
was  nest  to  her  in  being  the  mother  of 
our  Lord's  forerunner,  one  of  the  great- 
est of  men,  and  the  "prophet  of  the 
highest."  John  was  not  only  a 
prophet   but    "he  was  more  than  a 

nihet"  according  to  our  own  Lord's 
aration. 
How  long  Elizabeth  lived  after  the 
birth  (if  John,  wo  do  not  know,  but  it 
is  likely  she  died  before  John  com- 
menced his  ministry,  so  that  she  wit- 
nessed not  the  sorrows  that  fell  to  the 
lot  of  her  cousin  Mary  when  Christ  was 
crucified.  No,  nor  the  fulfillment  of  the 
expressed  wish  of  Herodiaf,  and  the 


ELIZAPHAN,  1—  [E-liz'-a-fan.]* 

Elizapiian  was  the  son  of  Uzziel, 
and  a  cousin  of  Moses  and  Aaron, 
lie  is  spoken  of  in  Num.  ill:  30,  as 
the  chief  of  the  family  of  the  Kohatk- 
itcs.  This  family  had  charge  of  the 
ark,  and  the  table  and  the  candle-Licks, 
and  the  altars,  and  the  vessels  of  the 
sanctuary.  Hence  we  observe  that  the 
position  of  Elizaphan  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  which  he  and  the  family 
of  the  Kohathites  retained  in  the  wil- 
derness, la  Lev.  s :  1,  2,  we  have  an 
account  of  the  sin  of  Nadab  and 
Abihti,  the  sons  of  Aaron,  in  offering 
strange  fire  unto  the  Lord,  and  their 
punishment,  viz :  sudden  death  in  the 
sanctuary.  As  soon  as  the  vengeance 
of  the  Lord  had  thus  struck  them  dead 
Moses  called  Eiizaphan,  and  Mishacl 
his  brother,  and  bade  them  carry;  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  two  fallen  priests 
out  from  the  sanctuary  and  without 
the  camp. 

In  1st  Chron.  xv ;  1-10,  wo  have  an 
account  of  David  preparing  to  bring 
the  ark  of  God  from  the  house  of 
0'i;:d-i:diiaL  to  iho  lent  (1-fif,  bad  been 
provided  for  it.  He  musters  the  Le- 
vites,  and  they  sanctify  themselves  and 
prepare  to  bear  the  aTk  upon  their 
shoulders  in  accordance  with  the  com- 
mandment of  Moses.  Num.  iv:  5-18. 
0!'  Iho  si*  of  fji/^iyir.ui  there  wove 
about  two  hundred  engaged  in  this 
important  undertaking. 

ELIZAPHAN,  2. 

Was  the  son  of  Parnach,  of  the 
tribe  of  Zebulun,  and  was  one  of  the 
princes  that  assisted  Joshua  and  EIc- 
azar  in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan 
anions;  the  tribes  of  Israel.  Numbers 
xxsiv :  25. 

ELIZUB— [E-Ii'-zur.] 

The  son  of  Shcdcur,  was  a  man  re- 
nowned in  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  a 
prince  of  that  tribe,  lie  was  appointed 
to  assist,  Aiosoyinuuinbovi  113  the  tribes 
of  Israel.    Num.  i :  5,  and  vii :  30. 

ELKANAH— [Elka'nah,]  God  the 

jcahu.%  the  -rcr.fi  of  God. 

Elk  an  ah  seems  to  have  been  a 

common  name  among  the  Levitcs, 

hence  the  name  occurs  several  times 
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ELO 


in  the  genealogy  of  Levi  and  Aaron, 
as  given  in  1st  Chron.  vi.  In  the  25th 
and  2fith  verses  the  name  occurs,  also 
in  the  presentation  of  the  offices  of 
the  priests  and  Levitcs.  But  the 
most  important  personage  in  Biblo  his- 
tory of  this  name  was  tho  son  of  Je- 
hoham,  the  husband  of  Hannah,  and 
Penmnah,  and  the  father  of  the 
prophet  Samuel.  From  1st  Sam.  1, 
we  learn  that  Elkanah  was  an  Ephra- 
thite,  who  devoutly  worshiped  the 
Cod  of  his  fathers.  He 
go  ca: ' 

uf    G"Od     vt<i£>,    tj     OU,VlIUI,V,,    «(>U 

s  attended  him,  to  whom  he 

gave  a  portion  also  to  sacrifice  unto 
the  Lord,  and  the  children,  of  Penin- 
nah  were  also  supplied  by  Elkanah, 
their  father.  Ho  sympathized  greatly 
with  Hannah  in  the  sorrows  that 
pressed  her  soul,  as  she  earnestly  pe- 
titioned the  Lord  for  a  son,  and  vowed 
that  the  son,  if  given  her,  should  be 
given  unto  the  Lord  all  the  days  of 
his  life.  The  Lord  heard  her  prayer, 
and  granted  the  petition. 

The  next  year  wli.cn  Elbim'h  wen! 
up  to  sacrifice  at  Shiloh,  Hannah  re- 
mained at  home  with  the  child  Sam- 
uel. He  acquiesced  fully  in  the  ex- 
pressed wish  of  the  mother  that  she 
might  remain  at  home  until  her  child 
was  weaned,  when  he  could  be  given 
unto  the  Lord.  It  is  likely  he  pro- 
vided Hannah  with  the  consecration 
offering,  which  consisted  of  a  bullock 
or  heifer,  of  three  years  old,  an  ephah 
of  flour,  and  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  at- 
tended her  when  she  presented  Sam- 
uel to  Eli  the  priest.  He  heard  the 
sentiment  of  his  wife's  .prophetic  song, 
and  joined  with  her  in  adoring  tho 
God  of  his  fathers.  After  the  cere- 
mony of  presenting  the  child  unto  the 
Lord  was  all  over,  and  the  devotions 
of  the  feast  ended,  Elkanah,  with  his 
wife  Hannah,  returned  to  Raman. 

Elkanah,  as  well  as  Hannahl re- 
ceived the  blessings  of  Eli,  the  priest, 
for  the  loan  which  they  together  1/m,l 
unto  the  Lord.  After  Samuel  was 
thus  left  with  the  venerable  Eli,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  were  born 
unlo  E!k;mah  by  Hannah. 

ELNATHAN— [El-na'thanJ    God 
has  given. 
Elnathan  was  the  son  of  Achboi 
and  the  father  of  Nehushta,  the  wife 


of  Jehoiakim,  and  his  residence  was 
in  Jerusalem.  2d  Kings  sxiv:  8. 
He  was^probably  an  officer  under  the 
king,  his  son-in-law.  When  Jehoi- 
akim sent  to  Egypt  to  bring  back  Uri- 
jah,  the  prophet,  that  he  might  put 
him  to  death,  ho  placed  Elnathau  in 
charge  of  the  men  that  went  on  tho 
errand.  They  found  the  prophet,  and 
brought  him  back  and  took  him  into 
the  presence  of  the  king,  who  slew 
him  with  the  sword,  and  had  him 
buried  without  honor  in  the  graves 
of  the  common  people.  Jeremiah 
xxvi:23. 

Elnathau  is  counted  with  the 
princes  of  Jehoiakim,  and  it  is  quite 
likely  he  had  considerable  influence 
with  the  king.  He  used  that  influ- 
ence atone  time  unsuccessfully.  The 
king  had  determined  to  burn  the  roll 
that  bad  been  prepared  by  Baruch, 
who  was  the  scribe  for  the  prophet 
Jeremiah.  The  ^prophecies  had  been 
publicly  read,  which  declared  that  the 
king  of  Babylon  should  come  and  de- 
stroy the  land.  Elnathan,  with  two 
of  the  other  princes,  plead  with  the 
king  of  Judah  not  to  burn  the  roll 
containing  the  prophecies  of  Jere- 
miah, "but  ho  would  not  hear  them." 
The  above  account  is  recorded  in 
Jeremiah  xxxvi. 

EL  ON,  1  — [E'-lon,]  oak,  grove, 
strong. 
Elon  was  a  son  of  Zebulon,  hence 
a  grandson  of  Jacob.  He  is  referred 
to  in  the  summing  up  of  Israel  which 
occurred  in  the  plains  of  Moab.  Num. 
xxvi ;  26.  Here  Elon  is  called  the 
father  of  tho  Elonites.  This  was  one 
of  the  three  families  composing  the 
tribe  of  Zebulon.  The  Sardites  and 
the  Jahieelites  were  the  other  two 


EJiON,  :! — Oii.-k,  r/rr.zc,  stfon;,: 

Was  a  judge  of  Israel,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  Zebulon.  He  succeeded 
Ui;::i<i  in  the  oJlice  oi  /'uds'c.  and  filled 
it  for  ten  years.  During  tho  time 
that  lie  was  judge  as  well  as  his  two 
predecessors,  Jepthah  and  Ibzan,  and 
Abdon  his  successor,  Israel  had  rest,  a 
period  of  thirty-one  years,  but  after- 
wards they  corrupted  themselves  an<l 
were  delivered  into  the  hands  and 
power  of  the  Philistines. 
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Eton  having  served  his-  ten  years, 
died  and  was  buried  in  Aijalon  in  the 
country  of  Zcbulon.    Judges  xii:  11, 


ELPALET. 

Elpalet  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
David  born  unto  liira  in  Jerusalem. 
1st  Chion.  xiv :  5. 

ELZAPHAN— fEl'-za-&n.] 

Elzapiian  with  his  brother  Mi- 
shael  was  a  son  of  Uzziel,  the  brother 
of  Amram,  the  father  of  Moses  and 
Aaron.  Ex.  vi :  18.  Hence  Uzsiel  is 
called  in  Leviticus  s ;  4,  the  uncle  of 
Aaron.  When  Nadab  and  Abihu  the 
sons  of  Aaron  offered  strange  fire  unto 
the  Lord  and  were  suddenly  des- 
troyed, Moses  called  Ekaphan  and 
Mishael  and  hade  them  go  and  carry 
the  dead  bodies  of  tho  fallen  priests 
with  their  elothing  upon  them,  out  of 
the  sanctuary,  and  without  their  camp. 
"So  they  went  and  carried  them  m 
their  coats  out  of  the  camp  aa  Moses 
had  said." 

ELZABAD— [El'-za-had.] 

Elzabad  was  a  descendant  of 
Obed-Edom,  and  one  of  the  sacred 
porters.    lstOhron.  xxvi:  7. 

EMMOR— [Em'-mor,]  an  ass. 

Emmor,  or  Hamor,  tho  father  of 
Shecfiam  who  defiled  the  dandier 
of  Jacob.  Gcn.xxxiv:2.  He  in  com- 
pany with  his  son  was  murdered  hy 
Simeon  and  Levi,  who  revenged  their 
sisters  injury. 

ENAN. 

Enan  was  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali, 
and  the  father  of  the  prince  Ahira, 
who  assisted  Moses  in  numbering  the 
tribes  of  Israel.    Num.  i :  15. 

ENOCH,  1— [E'-nokJ  dedicated,  di»- 
ripl-im-il.  veil  ri'gidated, 
E.vooLi  was  a  Klin  of  Cain,  after  whose 
name  his  father  called  the  city  which 
he  built  in  the  land  of  Nod.  Gen.  iv : 
17.  As  the  import  of  tho  name  is  "  in- 
structed, dedicated,  initiated,"  it  is 
supposed  that  wo  have  here  in  the  nam- 
ing of  (his  child  and  in  the  building  of 
this  city,  an  evidence  of  Cain's  repent- 
ance, for  he  appears  to  have  dedicated 
his  son  to  God  that  he  might  minLsfei 
in  his  stead  in  the  sacred  office,  he  be- 


ing  excluded  forever  for  tho  high  crime 
he  had  committed  in  the  murder  of  his 
brother.  This  Enoch  was  (he  father  of 
Irad,  the  grand-father  of  Mehujael, 
and  tho  great  grand-father  of  Methu- 


ENOCH,  2— Dedicated,  disciplined, 
w.dl  regulated. 

Enoch  was  the  son  of  Jared,  and  the 
father  of  Methuselah.  Genesis  v :  18, 
&c.  Ho  was  a  great  and  good  man, 
for  it  is  said  of  hiin,  "  he  walked  with 
God  after  ho  begat  Methuselah  three 
hundred  years,  and  begat  sons  and 
daughters.  His  en  tiro  age  was  three 
hundred  and  sixty  five  years,  and  it  is 
furthermore  said  of  him,  he  "walked 
with  G-od  and  he  was  not,  for  God  took 
him."  Ho  evidently  iurmed  a  character 
for  serving  God  in  early  life,  and  he 
developed  that  character  (ill  tho  day  of 
probation  closed,  and  then  went  to 
heaven  without  dying,  no  lived  a  holy 
lite,  walking  wish  God  in  constant  close 
communion.  His  faithfulness  was  re- 
warded while  he  lived,  "for  he  had  this 
testimony,  that  he  pleased  God." 

InUcb.xi:  5, it  is  said:  "Byfaith 
Enoch  was  translated  that  he  should 
not  see  death,  and  was  not  found  be- 
cause God  had  translated  him,  for  be- 


Ho  prophesied  regarding  the  judg- 
ment of  the  great  day.  We  have  his 
Srophecy  referred  to  and  recorded  in 
ude  14  and  15.  "And  Enoch  also, 
the  seventh  from  .Adam,  prophesied  of 
these,  saying:  Behold  the  Lord  com eth 
with  ten  thousand  of  his  saints,  to  exe- 
cute judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince 
all  that  are  ungodly  among  them  of  all 
their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  have 
ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their 
hard  speeches  which  ungodly  sinners 
have  spoken  against  him."  Enoch  has 
sometimes  been  looked  upon  as  a  type 
of  Christ  He  was  dedicated,  as  his 
name  imports,  to  God  and  to  His  ser- 
vice, aa  was  Christ,  no  walked  with 
God,  was  in  constant  fellowship  and 
communion,  as  was  Christ.  But  the 
most  remarkable  resemblance  is  this: 
he  entered  heaven  without  corruption 
of  his  body,  and  is  the  only  person  save 
Elijah,  that  has  thus  entered  the  heav- 
enly world.  There  is  the  glorified  hu- 
manity of  Enoch  who  represents  the 
Patriarchal  age,  of  Elijah  who  repre- 
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ENG3H,  or  ENOS—  [E'-nosh,]  fal- 
len man,  subject  to  all  kinds  of 

Enosh,  or  Enos,  was  the  son  of 
Beth,  and  the  father  of  Cainan.  In 
connection  with  tho  announcement  of 
his  birth,  in  Genesis,  iy:  26,  we  have 
the  significant  expression,  "  then  be- 
gan men  to  call  upon  the  name  of  tho 
Lord."  The  marginal  rcadingfor  the 
phrase,  is :  "  Then  began  men  to  call 
themselves  by  the  name  of  tho  Lord.1'' 
The  true  servants  of  God  began  to 
distinguish  themselves  from  those 
who  were  not  the  servants  of  God  by 
the  title,  "sons  of  God,''  while  the 
others  were  titled,  "children  of  men." 

It  is  supposed  that  idolatry  had  its 
origin  in  the  history  of  man  just  here, 
d  to  bo  ono  of  those 


that  erred  in  laying  the  groand-wori 
For  the  system  of  idolatry  that  has 
dishonored  God  and  disgraced  hu- 
manity. The  import  of  the  Dame  is, 
11  a  fallen  man,"  which  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  he  was  ono  of  those  that 
erred;  and,  before  he  ended  his  days, 
the  doseondaii  ;,-j  of  Keth,  his  father, 
profaned  the  name  of  the  Lord  by  in- 
termarrying with  the  offspring  of  Cain 
who  was  east  off  for  the  cruel  murder 
of  his  brother.  The  offspring  of  Cain 
were  the  children  of  men,  and  those 
of  Seth.  sons  of  God.  Gen.  vi :  1,  2. 
Enosh  lived  nine  hundred  and  five 
yeiirs,  and  he  died.     Gen. 

EPAPLTRAS— [Ep'-a-fras,]  covered 
with  foam. 

EPAPHBAS  was  a  native  of  the  city 
of  Colosse.  Erom  the  reference  made 
to  him  in  Col.  i :  7,  we  learn  that  Paul 
was  strongly  attached  to  him.  He  calls 
him  "  Our  dear  fellow -servant  and  a 
faithful  minister  of  Christ."  Ho  had 
boldly  declared  the  gospel  in  Colosse, 
and  had  been  instrumental  in  the  con- 
version of  many  souls  to  Christ.  Whei 
Paul  was  at  Home,  Epaphras  went  to 
see  him,  and  in  his  love  for  him  iden- 
tii       1  with  him     He  became 

Paul's  fellow-prisoner. 

It  is  thought  while  he  was  with  Paul 
he  heard  lliatlMso  teachers  1:    ' 
n.ipi-.cd  and  troubled   the  (Jo'- 
church,  and  he  reported  the  i 
the  apostle,  which  led  him  to  write  this 


0]  EPH 

epistle  I  Vein  IloRio  to  the  Colo*.' talis, 
From  Col.  iv ;  12,  we  learn  that  he  was 
with  Paid  when  the  epistle  was  written 
and  sent  by  Tyohicus  and  Onesimua, 
and  tho  apostle  certifies  to  the  interest 
Epaphraa  took  in  the  church  of  tho 
Oolossians,  "laboring  fervently  with 
you  in  prayers,  that  ye  may  stand  per- 
fect and  complete  in  all  the  will  of 
God/' 

EP  APHEODITUS — [  E-paf-ro-di'- 
tusj  iifffxahla,  li.aadwine. 
KpAi'TiiWD.iTrs.  a  noted  preacher 
of  I  lie  Christian  faith,  who  lived  and 
labored  at  Philippi.  From  Phil,  ii; 
25,  and  iv :  18,  we  learn  that  he  was 
sent  by  the  church  ai.  Philippi  with  a 
supply  of  money  ami  ;,ui;h  other  things 
a3  they  thought  Paul  needed  to  rnako 
him  comfortable  during  his  imprison- 
ment at  Koine.  Ho  is  supposed  to 
have  brought  on  hi  in-self  au  indispo- 
sition which  threatened  his  life,  by  his 
executing  with  care  and  zeal  the  mis- 
sion to  which  ho  was  appointed.  The 
account  of  his  sickness'  reached  the 
ahurch  at  Philippi,  and  theywero 

featly  concerned  about  him,  as  was 
aul,  who  was  with  him  in  his  sick- 
ness. Paul  wrote  to  tho  church  as 
follows:  "For  indeed  ho  was  sick 
nigh  unto  death :  but  God  had  mercy 
on  him,  and  not  on  him  only,  but  on 
me  also,  lest  I  should  have  sorrow 
upon  sorrow."  Thus  the^ apostle  ac- 
knowledges the  mercy  of  God,  both  to 
the  Phihppian  church  and  to  Jiimeelf, 
in  raising  up  Epaphroditus_  from  the 
bed  of  death.  Having  written  the 
epistle  to  that  chureh  ho  sent  him  back 
to  them  as  the  bearer  of  the  same. 

EPHAH,  1— [E'fah,]  weary,  to  fiy  as 

Eptiaii  was  the  eldest  son  of  Midian, 
and  is  referred  to  in  Gen.  xxv :  4.  The 
descendants  of  Midian  and  Ephoh  prob- 
ably settled  in  a  country  south-east  of 
the  Dead  Sea ;  and  they  gave  their 
name  to  the  country  where-  they  settled. 
Their  country  abounded  with  camels 
and  dromedaries;  and  when  the  pro- 
phet. Isaiah  represents  the  ingathering 
of  tho  Gentiles  to  Christ,  he  refers  to 
this  people.  Isa.  ix :  0  :  "  The  multi- 
tude of  camels  shall  cover  thee  ;  the 
dromedaries  of  Midian  and  Ephab,  all 
they  from  Sheba  shall  come ;  theyshall 
bring  gold  and  incense,"  &c 
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BPHAH,  2— weary,  tofiy  as  a  bird. 

Ephah  was  a  secondary  wife  of  Oar 
icl),  the  son  of  Hezron  ;  and  she  was 
the  mother  of  Haran,  unci  Mo/.a,  and 
Gazea.  1st  Chron.  ii :  46.  She  was 
probably  the  same  as  Ephralh,  referred 
to  in  1st  Chrou.  ii:  19,  as  the  mother 
of  Hur. 

EPHEBj 

Was  also  a  son  of  Midian,  and  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Gen.  xxv :  4,  as  the  second 
son.  He  is  also  referred  to  in  the  gen- 
ealogy as  given  in  1st  Chron.  i :  33.  It 
in  not  certainty  known  what  country  his 

Easterity  peopled.  One  historian  ki.vs 
e  conquered  Lybia  and  called  it-  Aff- 
I'ica,  and  that  he  was  accompanied  in 
tin;  expedition  l.'.y  K  croaks. 

EPHOD-PSfod,] 

Was  the  father  of  Hanniel,  the 
prince  of  the  tribe  of  Manaeseh.  who 
assisted  in  dividing  the  land.    Num. 

EPHRADf— [Ef-ra-im,  }tha  tbringt 

fori.lt  f/uU  or  grows. 

Ephkaim  was  the  younger  son  of 
Joseph,  and  the  brother  oOIanaeseli. 
These  two  sona  were  lorn  unto  Joseph 
in  Egypt,  before  his  father  Jacob  came 
down  to  see  him.  Genesis,  slvi'd:  5. 
And  when  Jacob  called  his  eons  to- 

f  other  I  o  receive  their  father's  blessing, 
o  claimed  tlie  two  branches  that 
anrtmgfrom  Joseph,  viz:  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh,  oa  his  own  children.  They 
were  to  he  numbered  in  Israel  as  Reu- 
ben and  Simeon  were  numbered, 
though  any  children  that  Joseph  might 
bo  blessed  with  afterwards,  \vere  to  be 
called  by  his  own  name,  or  counted  Ilia 
own  children.  These  two  sona  e.f  Jo- 
seph weto  adopted  into  Jacob's  family, 
and  were  ever  after-  to  have  a  place 
among  bis  twelve  sons,  bcing_  entitled 
to  an  equal  interest  in  (lie  spiritual  and 
temporal  blessing  of  die  covenant. 

A  very  interesting  and  significant  cir- 
eunisbneo  occurs  in  the  apartment  of 
the  dying  Jacob.  As  Joseph  ap- 
proaches near  to  him  with  his  two  sons, 
Jacob's  eyes  were  dim  with  ago,  and 
indeed  the  film  of  death  was  <;;i therm;.; 
over  his  eye  balls.  He  aaked  Joseph, 
who  are  these?  Ha  answers  they  art 
my  sons  whom  God  bath  given  rac  ir 
11 


this  place.  Then  Jacob  bade  him 
bring  them  near  him  that  he  might 
1  '.ess  them,  and  he  did  so. 

Tho  dying  patriarch  kissed  them  and 
embraced  them,  and  then  addressing 
himself  to  Joseph  he  said:  ,;I  had 
not  thought  to  see  thy  face :  and  lo. 
God  hath  showed  mo  thy  children.1 
Ephraim  was  then  presented  with  Ma- 
natseh.  to  the  dying  Jacob1  for  his 
b  1  c  s  s  i  n  g ,  by  Joseph,  the  father.  As 
Ephraim  was  the  youngest,  Joseph  pre- 
sented hhntoJacob  in  such  a  maimer 
as  that  he  could  place  his  left  hand  on 
his  head,  and  his  right  hand  on  the 
head  of  Manasseh,  the  eldest.  Laying 
tho  hand  on  tho  head  was  a  significant 
act  in  ancient  times.  It  was  riocd  na  in 
tho  present  case,  in  giving  blessings, 
also  in  designating  men  to  particular 
offices,  and  in  the  consecration  of  solemn 
sacrifices.  Jacob  instead  of  placing  his 
right  band  upon  tho  head  of  Manasseh- 
as  Joseph  thought  ho  would,  crossed 
hia  hands1  and  placed  them  on  the  heads 
of  tho  lads. 

This  crossing  of  his  hands  "wit- 
tingly," brought  hi  a  right  hand  on  the 
head  of  Ephraim.  Joseph  supposing 
it  to  be  a  mistake,  was  about  to  correct 
it.  He  took  bold  of  hia  father's  right 
hand  to  remove  it  from  Ephraim' s  head- 
unto  Mauassch's  head.  But  Jacob 
gave  Joseph  to  understand  that  ho  had 
not  made  a  mistake.  The  mantle  of 
prophecy  was  upon  him,  and  he  saw 
that  Ephraim' a  tribe  was  to  bo  the  most 
numerous  and  powerful.  Gen.,  xlviii: 
19,  "he  also,  shall  become  a  people, 
and  ho  also  shall  be  great;  but  truly 
his  younger  brother  shall  be  greater 
than  be,  and  hia  seed  shall  become  a 
multitude  of  nations,"  which  declara- 
tion of  Jacob  in  fulfilled  in  the  history 
of  Ephraim'a  descendants. 

In  Number?,  xxvj:  35,  we  learn  that 
Phnthelah,  Beelier  and  Tahan,  were 
each  heads  of  numerous  families  of 
Ephraim.  He  had  several  other  sons 
who  aro  named  iu  lot  Chronicles,  vii: 
21.  Four  of  his  sons  were  killed  by  the 
Philistines  of  C-aih,  while  they  wore 
trying  to  defend  their  herds  of  cattle 
from  the  robbers.  How  many,  of  tho 
families  of  these  sons  of  Ephraim  wore 
thus  slain  we  do  not  know,  but,  it  is 
quite  probable  many  of  their  children 
were  slain  with  them.  "Ephraim, 
their  father,  mourned  many  days,  and 
his  brethren  came  to  comfort  him. 
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Ho  wonder  he  mourned  this  slaugh- 
ter, for  he  was  left  by  it  almost  child- 
less. But  smother  son  was  given  to 
him  about  this  time  whoso  name  was 
Beriah.  He  had  also  a  daughter 
whoso  posterity  was  very  nnmeronB. 
They  built  the  upper  and  nether 

When  the  children  of'  jjphraim,  or 
the  tribe  of  the  Ephraimites,  -went  out 
of  Egypt  in  the  exodus,  they  num- 
bered forty  thousand  five  hundred, 
r. ud  Eiiiihaina,  I  ho  son  of  Ammihud, 
was  their  chief  prince  and  captain. 
Num.  ii:  IS,  19.  When  the  Bum  of 
Israel  was  taken  in  the  plains  of 
Moab  the  Ephraimites  numbered 
thirty-two  thousand  five  hundred,  so 
that  wo  discover  a  decrease  of  eight 
thousand  of  this  tribe  in  the  wilder- 
ness. Num.  xsyi :  37.  And  it  is  fur- 
ther remarkable  that  there  was  but 
one  single  man  of  the  tribe,  nnd  but 
two  of  oil  the  tribes  of  Israel,  that 
Moaea  and  Aaron  numbered  in  the 
census  taken  at  Sinai— Joshua,  the 
son  of  Nun  of  tho  tribe  of  Ephraiar, 
and  Caleb,  the  j:on  of  Jeplnmnoli. 
These  two  men  were  of  tho  spies,  and 
(he  only  ones  that  brought  back  a 
ihvo!\;.ble  1'H.iiii-;.  lu  Jloses,  Xumbers. 
xiii:  ;;;xiv:3S. 

The  Ephraimitcs  occupied  an  im- 
portant position  in  the  encampment 
of  tho  Israelites.  Their  position  was 
behind  tho  tabernacle.  In  a.  march 
(hey  followed  after  the  ark,  with  its 
sacred  deposits,  borne,  as  it  was,  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  priests;  &wA  in 
this  circumstance  wo  may  discover 
tho  ground- work  for  tho  expressions 
of  inspiration.  P^ilms,  Ixxx:  1,  2- 
''Give  car,  O  Shepherd  of  Israel,  thos 
that  leadest  Joseph  like  a  flock ;  thou 
ihi't  dwelios.t  between  the  cherubi 
f.'binc  forth,"  For  lljeii'  position  a 
tribe,  see  Num.  ii :  18-24 ;  x :  21-2-1 

This  tribe  furnished  a  head,  or  a 
leader,  of  the  Israelites  after  Moses 
died,  in  the  person  of  Joshua,  who 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  the 
conquest,  under  (rod,  of  Canaan,  and 
settling  the  tribes,  by  lot,  in  their  in- 
heritance. He  assigned  the  tribe  of 
Ephraim  their  lot  in  tho 'very  heart 
of  tho  land.  In  their  inheritance  was 
the  parcel  of  ground  that  Jacob 
bought  of  Hamor,  which  was  after- 
ward taken  from  him  by  the  Amor- 
ites,    but    which    he  wrested  from 


em  with  his'  sword  and  with  his 
>w.  Genesis,  xlviii :  22.  Jacob,  when 
■ing,  indicated  that  that  pieae  of 
„  ound  should  bo  in  tho  inheritance 
of  Joseph's  family;  and  probably 
Joshua  had  reference  to  Jacob's  dy- 
iii'i  lnngi.r,!^!  when  he  in.olndcd  il,  ic 
Ephraim,sinhor.ira:-,(!o. 

Wo  have  an  account  in  Judges,  i : 
22-29,  of  the  ilphraiiuites  and  Manas- 
sites  enlarging  tlun' possessions!  by  go- 
ing np  against  Oet'hol  raid  conquering, 
it,  and  so  adding  to  their  inheritance'. 
Deborah,  a  prophetess  and  a  judgo 
if  Israel,  waa  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim 
when  she  went  into  war  with  Jabin. 
tdng  <:'i  Canaan.  It  was  tbought  thai 
a  body  of  Ephiaimitea  were  detached 
from  tho  army  to  attack  the  Amalefc 
ites  who  wore  on  their  way  to  joifl 
Sisera,  tho  general  of  Jsbin's  army; 
and  this  may  ho  what  Deborah  refers 
to  in  her  song,  Judges,  v:  14:  '"Oat 
of  Ephraim  was  there  a  root  of  them 
;:;>i\i:  t  Amalek." 
When  Gideon  defeated  the  vast 
am "V  of  the  east,  on  the  plains  of 
Moab,  the  Ephraimites  complained 
and  censured  him  becausa  he  aid  not 
call  them  to  his  assistance  ;  but  Gid- 
eon pacified  them  by  referring  them 
to  what  they  had  done  in  slaying  Oreb 

ill  J-jL'olj,  ill-illfcC.;!  Oi'lilO  j'lilliiUKi.O:'. 

When  Joptbah  arose  as  a  deliverer 
in  Israel  he  invited  the  Ephraimites  to 
join  him  and  war  with  Amnion,  hut 
ihey  would  not,  and  when  Jopdiuh  had 
conquered  and  was  returning,  the  Epk- 
raimlted  crossed  (beJordau  and  taunted 
and  abused  his  troops,  and  threatened 
to  do  him  personal  injury.  Provoked 
by  their  abuse  he  fell  upon  them  and 
put  them  to  flight,  (hen  took  possession 
of  (ho  passage  of  Jordan  before  them 
and  killed  them  as  they  attempted  to 
"hey  were  do-ted  ed  as  E|;hr;:iivii- 
ii.es  by  pronouncing  the  word  fihib- 
lioleth,  Sibboleth.  'There  were  forty- 
t.v.-i)  t  honsiiiid  of  them  that  fell.  Judges 
xii:  0.  After  this  Abdon  an  Ephrathitc 
judgedlsrael,      xii;  13. 

Rhiloh  was  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim 
and  the  ark  and  tabernacle  was  there 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty  years. 
This  tribe  scorned  to  occupy  an  import- 
ant position  in  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
When  David  was  crowned,  twenty 
thousand  eight  hundred  attended  and 
joined  in  the  ceremonies.    1st  Chron. 
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Jeroboam  who  revolted  from  Reho- 
boam  and  Judah  and  led  off  tho  tribes 
of  Israel  was  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraira, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  nearly 
all  the  Kings  of  Israel,  which  kingdom 
lasted  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  years, 
were  of  the  tribe  of  Epbraim,  and 
Samaria  the  capital  of  Israel,  as  also 
the  royal  city  of  Shoehorn,  was  in  the 
inheritance  of  Bphraim,  Indeed  so  im- 
portant was  the  tribe  of  Ephiaim  that 
sometimes  the  whole  ten  tribes  received 
its  name.  As  in  Hoseaii:  iv:  v: 
In2dChrou.  xxy:7-  Itis said  "let 
the  array  of  Israel  go  with  thee,  for  the 
Lord  is  not  with  Israel,  to-wit,  with  all 
the  ubildivm  of  i-j[j livaim." 

EPIIRATEI— [EF-ratt,]  abundance, 
hec.eiMj  fruit 
Ephrath  was  the  second  wife  of 
Caleb  the  son  of  Ilezron,  and  she  k 
brought  to  our  view  in  1st  Chron.  ii : 
19,  as  the  mother  of  Hur.  Bethle- 
hem tb.  city  of  Rachel— the  birth- 
place of  David  and  of  Christ— is  sup- 
posed to  be  called  Ephratah  in  honor 


EPHRON— [E'frou,]  dust. 


Machpelah  with  its  cave  for  a  burying 

§!ace,  that  lie  might  bury  his  beloved 
arah  out  of  bis  sight  and  have  c 
family  burying  ground  there.  Abra- 
ham wished  to  buy  it,  but  Ephvor 
wished  to  give  it  to  him,  and  could 
hardly  be  persuaded  io  lake  money  in 
lieu  of  it.  Ephron  received  for  the 
field  and  the  cave  which  was  b 
"  four  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  . .._ 
rent  money  with  the  merchant."  And 
the  property  thus  bought  by  Abraham 
was  secured  unto  him  by  Ephron. 
This  is  tho  earliest  account  wo  have 
on  record  of  the  purchase  of  land. 

ER. 

Br,  with  hia  brother  Onau,  son.,  „, 
Judah  and  grandsons  of  Jacob,  died 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Gen.  xlvi :  12. 
The  account  of  their  death  and  the 
si'.i  that,  occasioned  it  is.  given  in  Gen. 
xxxriii.  The  sin  of  Er  is  not  given, 
but  it  ;.a  said  he  "  was  wicked  in  the 
sight,  of  the  Lord;"  and  the  Lord 
slow  hifj.    Wo  arc  justified  in 


sidering  that  it  was  some  great  sin  by 

tho  phrase  above. 


Eran  y._._  ..     .. 
i  the  tribe  of  Ephrabn,  and  the  head 


ERASTUS— [E-ras'tus,]  lovely,  ami- 

Eeabtus  was  a  chamberlain  or 
treasurer  of  the  city  of  Corinth.  He 
was  a  convert  to  Christianity,  and 
early  beeame  an  attendant  and  confi- 
dent of  St.  Paul.  lie  resigned  the 
office  of  city  treasurer  at  Corinth,  and 
went  with  the  apostle  to  Epbesus. 
He  was  sent  in  company  with  Timo- 
thy to  Macedonia,  by  Pad,  probably 
to  prepare  contributions  for  the  poor 
christians  of  J  udca.     Acts  xix:  22. 

When  Paul-wrote  his  epistle  to  the 
_.omans,  Erastus  was  residing  at 
Corinth,  and  sends  his  salutation  to 
the  Roman  christians.  Romans  xvi ; 
23.  And  so  afterwards,  when  Pan! 
wrote  his  epistle  to  Timothy,  Erastus 
still  abode  at  Corinth.  2d  Timothy, 
■    :20. 

It  is  thought  by  some,  ttiat  he  was 
afterwards  bishop  of  Macedonia,  for 
several  years,  and  that  he  finally  suf- 
fered martyrdom,  for  tho  cause  of 
Christ  at  J'hilippi. 

ERI. 

Ekt  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Gad, 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.  xlvi :  1G. 

ESAR  IIADDON— [E'sar  Had'don,] 
(hat  h'tuh,  .joy.  or  nhses  tlw.point. 
Esa&  Haddon  was  the  son  and  sue- 
ees-dOL'  of  Sennacherib,  King  of  Assyria. 
He  is  referred  to,  and  his  ascension  to 
the  throne,  in  lea.  xxxvii:  38.  It  is 
declared  that  Adrammcleeh  and  Shar- 
ezcr,  tho  sons  of  Sennacherib,  smote 
him  with  the  sword  while  bo  was  wor- 
shiping in  the  house  of  lu3  god,  Nis- 
roeh;  after  which  they  escaped  into 
the  land  of  Armenia,  and  Esar  Haddon 
reigned  in  his  stead.  During  his  reign 
he  carried  Manasscb  a  prisoner  to  Bab- 
ylon, the  account  of  which  is  given  in 
2d  Chron.  xxxiii:  11 :  "Wherefore the 
Lord  brought  upon  them  the  captains 
of  the  host  of  the  king  of  ^ — "- 
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which  took  Manasseb.  among  the 
thorns,  and  bound  him  with  fetter?, 
and  carried  him  to  Babylon."  Esar 
Haddon  is  referred  to  by  name  in  Ezra, 


It  seems  that  the  adversaries  of  Is- 
rael, having  heard  that  the  returned 
Jews  were  building  the  temple,  pro- 
posed to  Zerubbabel  to  assist  in  the 
worl;,  declaring  that  since  the  days  of 
Esar  Had  don  they  were  serving  the 
God  of  Israel ;  but  Zerobbabel  and  his 
associate  cniciri  refused  them. 

ESAU—  [E'-saw,}  he  that  does  or  fin- 
ishes, 
Esau,  or  Edoji,  was  the  elder  son  of 
Isaac  and  the  twin  brother  of  Jacob. 
Ho  was  called  Esau  because  ho  was 
hairy.  He  was  probably  called  Edom 
because  his  hair  and  his  eolorwero  red. 
The  account  of  his  birth  is  given 
G-en.  xxv:  25.  When  he  grew  up  to 
be  a  young  roan,  ho  engaged  mostly  in 
hunting,  and  it  was  a  common  thing  for 
him  to  come  in  from  his  hunting  excur- 
sions and  supply  his  father  with  veni- 
son. One  day  Isaac  bade  him  go  and 
procure  him  some  venison,  then  dress 
it  and  prepare  it  for  use,  brW  it  to 
him,  that  ho  might  eat  it  of  his Tiands. 
and  bless  hira  before  he  died.  Ho  weni 
out  as  he  had  often  gone  before,  and 
while  he.  was  gone,  Jacob  under  the  in- 
structions of  his  mother,  killed  a  kid. 
She  dressed  it,  making  savory  meat, 
such  as  Isaac  loved.  Jacob  took  it  to 
Isaac,  and  pretending  himself  to  be 
Esau,  received  Iris  lather's  blessing. 
Jacob  had  but  gono  from  the  presence 
of  Isaac,  when  Esau  came  ia  with  sav- 
ory meat  and  presented  it,  asking  him 
to  arise  and  oat  of  it  that  his  soul  might 
bless  him.  Isaac  was  astonished,  for 
he  thought  that  Esau  had  just  gono 
from  him  with  the  blessing.  Tho  old 
Patriarch  became  agitated,  and  trem- 
bling exceedingly,  bo  said:  "Who  if 
be  that  hath  taken  venison  and  brought 
it  fo  me,  and  I  have  eaten  of  all  before 
thou  earnest,  and  have  blessed  him? 
Yea,  and  he  shall  he  blessed!"  Esau 
heard  the  words  of  his  Hither  with  sor- 
row, and  he  cried  out  in  the  bitterness 
of  bis  soul :  "Bless  me,  even  mo  also, 
O,  my  father."  It  was  a  sad  hour  for 
Esau,  anil  he  called  to  mind  in  all  pro- 
bability the  circumstances  that  occurred 
not  long  beforo  that,  when  he  sold  his 
birth-right  for  a  mess  of  red  pottage, 


home  one  day  from  a  hunting 
excursion,  wearied,  hungry  and  faint, 
and  ho  asked  Jacob  to  give  him  a  little 
of  bis  pottage.  lie  agreed  to  do  it,  if 
Esau  would  yield  the  birth-right  in  his 
favor,  and  ho  did  so,  as  is  recorded  in 
Gen.  xxv ;  24-34.  Isaac  then  said  to 
Esau:    "Thy  brother  came  with  suh- 

'  -and' hath  taken  a. way  thy  blessing. " 

stillhcpleadwii.li  his  father  for  a 

blessing,  and  Isaac  blessed  him,  using 
tho  following  language:  "Behold  thy 
due'liog  sl.iall  he  tho  fatness-  of  the 
earth,  and  of  tho  dew  of  heaven  from 
above,  and  by  thy  sword  shalt  thou 
live  and  .shalt  servo  thy  brother ;  and  it 
shalt  come  fo  pass  when  thou  shalt  have 
tho  dominion,  that  thou  shalt  break  his 
yoke-  from  off  thy  neck." 

Esau  was  led  by  this  act  of  Jacob 
supplanting  him  to  hate  him,  and  ia 
his  heart  ho  determined  to  slay  him. 
Eehokah,  the  mother,  was  informed  of 
Esau's  intention  to  talie  vengeanco 
on  Jacob,  she  therefore  advised  her  be- 
loved son  to  go  to  Harair  and  tarry 
awhile  until  E?an's  wrath  was  pacified! 
Under  tho  direction  of  Isaac  he  accord- 
ingly went,  thus  leaving  Esau  alone 
with  the  aged  father.     Gen.  xxvii. 

Esau  raai'/icd  two  women  of  Ca- 
naan, Judith  the  daughter  of  Beri, 
tho  Hittife,  and  Adah,  or  as  she  is 
SomotinoH  called,  llashemeih,  the 
daughter  of  Elan,  the  Iiittitc.  These 
marriages  did  not  please  his  parents, 
for  they  were  wieked  women  of  an- 
other nation.  When  Jacob  was  sent 
away,  his  father  charged  him  not  to- 
take,  a  wife  of  the  daughters  of  Ca- 
naan, but  rather  go  to  his  kindred  in 
Padan-aram.  When  Esart  found  his 
marriages  were  disagreeable  to  _ bis 
aged  parents,  he  went  and  took  wives 
of  tho  descendants  of  Abraham, 
through  Tshmael,  Mahalath,  the  sister 
of  Ncbajoih.  Ho  also  married  Aho- 
libamah,  tho  daughter  of  Anali. 
Gen.  xsviii:  C-9  and  xxxvi:  2. 

After  Jacob  had  been  in  Padan- 
aram  about  twenty  years,  he  returned 
to  his  own  country  with  his  wives  and 
children,  and  flocks  and  herds.  He 
remembered  the  fury  of  Esau  when 
ho  left,  and  his  threat  to  kill  him, 
and  was  afraid.  In  order  to  appease 
the  wrath  of  Esau,  ho  sent  him  a 

fesent.    It  may  be  when  Esau  left 
t.  Boil*  with  his  four  hundred  armed 
men  to  meet  Jacob,  lie  intended  to  in- 
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jure  him.  If  so,  lie  last  the  disposi- 
tion before  they  met,  for  all  his  feel- 
ings developed  were  kind  feelings. 
Jacob  made  Mm  the  present,  but  lie 
was  disposed  to  -decline  it,  because  he 
had  enough;  but  he  was  finally  in- 
duced to  accept  it.  He  then  invited 
■Jacob  to  Bit.  Seir,  and  proposed  to 
conduct  Lira,  but  us  Jacob  expressed  a 
wish  that  ho  should  go  on,  and  let 
his  party  take  their  time,  ho  re- 
turned to  his  house.  Whatever  dif- 
ference there  was  between  them,  was 
made  up,  and  the  two  together  at- 
tended their  father  in  his  last  hours, 
and  united  in  -.affectionately  placing 
his  remains  in  flic  caveef  Macftpelah. 
G-oncois,  ssxii :  xxxiii :  xsxv:  and 
xxxvi:6-7. 

Esau  had  five  fees,  EMjfcz,  Kcnel. 
Jonah,  Jaalam  and  Koran,  and  some 
e-f  them  had  a  very  numerous  poster- 
ity. They  were  altogether  called 
Edomitcs.  We  niaycuppose  from  the 
account  given  of  them  in  Gen.  xxxvi: 
when  Esau's  family  in  Canaan  is  rep- 
resented, that,  they  were  a  strongand 
povreri'ii?  i:;>!ion,  while  the 


murdered  by  two  of  his  servants.  See 
2d  Sain,  ii  and  iv.  In  the  account  of 
tho  posterity  of  Benjamin,  given  in  1st 
Cliron.  viii:  33,  we  have  this  name 
given  to  Ish-bosheth.  [See  Ish-bosh- 
eth.] 

ESHBAN. 

Was  the  son   of  Dish-on  and  the 
grandson  of  Anak,     Gen.  xxxvi:  26. 

ESEOM—  [Es'rom,]  the  dart  of  joy, 

di.vkimi,  of  the  song. 


We  have  vavi.ons  ■■,',<. ijow.t:; 
kings  and  dukes  of  tho  Edoraites,  — 
Deuteronomy  ii;  Int  Chronicles  i:  35- 
34.  And  in  the  day;!  ot'_thereign  of 
the  kingsof  Judali  and  Israel,  there 
wove  eighteen  thousand  of  them  slain 
by  David's  generals  in  tho  valley  of 
Salt.  We  read  of  them  in  the -days 
of  Solomon  being  governed  by  depu- 
ties under  the  king  of  Judah.  They 
helped  Jcb.oshaphat  and  Jehor;ira 
against  the  Moabites,  and  again  they 
joined  the  Moabitcs  and  A.imnonites 
against  Jehoshaphat,  but  they  wore 
aiienvarcls  destroyed  iiigTer.t  numbers 
by  their  .lilies,  2d  Sam.  viii:  14:1st 
Kings  xi:  14-23,  and  xxii;  47;  2d 
Kings  iii. 

Tho  Edoraites  became  and  con- 
tinued inveterate  enemies  of  the  Jews 
and  hence  enemies  to  the  church  of 
God.  Christ  is  represented  in  Isaiah 
Ixiii:  1-3,  in  the  following  language: 
"Who  is  thi.s  that  Cornells  from  Edom, 
with  dyed  garments  froraBozrah,  &o. 

ESHBAAL-LEsh-ba'al,]  the  fire  of 

the  idol. 

BaHBAAL  is  the  same  as  Ish-boshoth, 

the  son  and  successor  of  Saul,  made  a 

king  by  Ahner,  the  son  of  Ner,  and 


ESTHER— [Es'-ter,]  secret,  hidden. 

EaTHEit  was  tho  eousin  of  Morde- 
,__i,  being  the  daughter  of  his  uneie, 
but  she  was  an  orphan  and  he  adopted 
his  own  daughter.      '" 


young,  hut  very  beautiful.  And  when 
Vashti,  the  queen  of  Ahasueras -dared 
to  disobey  tho  king,  the  crown  was 
taken  from  her,  and  preparations  were 
made  to  Give  her  royal  estate  to  an- 
other. The  fair  young  virgins  were 
collected  together  at  Slxushau-- and  as 
Esther's  kindred  was  not  known,  or 
her -relation  to  Mordeeai  the  Jew- 
was  numbered  among  tho  fair  vir- 

? ;  and  placed  hi  the  charge  of  the 

keeper  of  women,  that  the  king  might 
sec  the  company,  and  choose  from 
among  them  one  to  take  the  place 
of  tho  queen  Vashti  who  had  been  ex- 
pelled the  royal  palace.  Esther  found 
favor  with  the  king,  and  she  of  all  the 
fair   young  virgins    was  selected  by 

Though'  alio  was  a  Jewess  the  fact 
was  not  known,  "for  she  had  not 
shown  her  people  and  her  kindred." 
Mordeeai  had  charged  her  that  she 
should  not  show  it.  The  king  was  so 
charmed  with  her  beauty  that  lie  made 
no  enquiry  as  to  her  family.  She 
gained  upon  his  feelings  more  and 
more,  until  he  loved  her  above  all  the 
women-,  and  advanced  her  to  the  high- 
est honor,  that  of  wearing  the  royal 

own  and  being  mistress  of  all  the 

St. 

Shortly  after  Esther's  promotion, 
through  tho  influence  of  Hainan,  the 
Jews  were  brought  into  imminent 
peril— Hainan  had  plotted  their  des- 
truction, and  had  so  far  succeeded  that 
he  had  procured  the  royal  decree  for 
their    extermination.      Mordeeai  the 
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relative  of  queen  Esther,  knew  of  the 
decree  aud  to  whom  it  was  attribu- 
table. He  therefore  besought  the 
Saeen  to  use  her  influence  to  deliver 
ej  people.  The  feelings  of  Mordo- 
cai  were  intense,  and  ho  developed 
them  by  lamentations  and  cries,  fast- 
ing' and  sackcloth.  He  made  the 
whole  matter  known  unto  Esther  and 
besought  her  to  make  a  request  before 
tho  king  for  her  people.  She  was 
deeply  sdtbckxl  at  [.lie  perilous  condi- 
tion of  the  Jews,  hut  knew  not  what 
to  do.  She  sent  her  cousin  word  that 
she  had  not.  had  an  interview  with  the 
king  for  thirty  days — and  that  accord- 
ing to  the  law  she  would  risk  her  life 
if  she  went  unto  the  king  uncalled, 
no  received  her  answer,  and  no  doubt 
appreciated  tho  difficulty ;  but  feeling 
that  his  case  and  that  of  his  country- 
men was  desperate,  he  sent  her  back  a 
solemn,  searching  charge,  Est.  iv  :  14 
"  If  thou  altogether  boldest  thy  per.ee 
at  this  time,  then  shall  there  enlarge- 
ment and  deliverance  arise  to  the 
Jews  from  another  place,  but  thou  and 
thy  father's  house  shall  be  destroyed  : 
and  who  knowoth  whether  thou  art 
come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time 
as  this?" 

Wo  we  now  lo  look  upon  Either  m; 
she  perils  her  life  for  tho  safety  of  the 
Jews.  She  resolved  on  attempting 
their  deliverance,  even  though  in  that 
attempt  she  might  fail,  and  sacrifice 
her  own  life.  Esther  sent  word  to 
Mordecai  to  gather  the  Jews  together 
at  Shusham  for  a  fast  of  three  days, 
and  she  promised  him,  that  she  and 
her  maids  would  fast.  She  thus  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  with  them  to 
humble  themselves  in  supplication  to 
God,  for  his  mercy  and  for  prosperity 
iu  her  perilous  undertaking.  '" 
agreed  to  go  in  unto  the  king 
make  her  request,  and  said  she,  "If  I 
perish,  I  perish."  If  I  lose  my  life  iu 
the  attempt  fo  wive  .mv  people,  I  shall 
■       ■    "       What 


and  true  nobleness.    Here  i: 

risking  station,  honor,  a  crown  and 

even  life  itself,  to  save  a' periled  peo- 

Ele.  Feclingtiial.it  washer  duty,  she 
umbled  herself  before  G-od  implored 
his  help,  and  entered  upon  the  task  of 
brmgliig  Haitian  down,  and  lifting  her 
oppressed  and  periled  people  up. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  fast  she  felt 
herself  fully  ready  for  the  undertak- 


ing, and  attiring  herself  in  royal  ap- 
parel she  approached  the  court  where 

the  king  was,  and  as  she  stood  in  the 
attitude  of  one  desiring  an  interview 


called  to  mind  the  law  she  was  viola- 
ting, and  for  a  moment  was  angry  at 
her  approach.  Ho  was  jealous  for  his 
honor  as  the  Persian  Monarch,  and  for 
this  law  that  came  mo  near  deifying  an 
earthly  king,  and  was  about  to  expel 
her  from  the  court  and  declare  her 
place  vacant  as  queen,  when  he  saw 
her  terror  and  alarm,  (for  it  is  said  she 
was  so-  frightened  that  she  fainted.} 
JJis  sympathies  were  aroused,  tho  fire 
of  his  aifeetion  for  her  was  kindled 
afresh,  and  touched  with,  tenderness 
he  descended  from  his  throne  and  in 
the  most  endearing  manner  took  beT 
up  in  his  arms,  allayed  her  fears,  then 
held  out  to  her  the  golden  sceptre  and 
she  touched  it.  May  we  not  suppose 
that  the  king  in  his  tenderness  laid 
the  golden  sceptre  upon  her  neck,  that 
upon  her  recovery  from  tho  swoon  in- 
to which  she  had  fallen,  her  eyes  as 
they  were  opened  might  rest  upon  it, 
and  her  heart  be  at  once  comforted  in 
the  knowledge  of  tho  fact  that  she  had 
secured  favor  and  the  way  was  opOii 
for  her  request  iu  behalf  of  her  peo- 
ple. As  soon  as  she  had  returned  tc 
consciousness  she  saw  tho  seeptro  and 
touched  it.  Then  the  voice  of  tho 
king  fell  upon  her  ear  expressing  hi& 
forgiveness  and  an  acknowledgment  of 
her  station  a3  queen.  "What  wilt 
thou.  Queen  Esther?  What  is  thy 
request?"  She  must  have  felt  that 
the  kins  was  condescending1  to  address 
her  with  such  expressions  as  theso-. 
She  could  hardly  have  supposed  that 
she  had  so  won  upon  him  that  he  would 
make  tho  magnanimous  offer  to  her  of 
wishes,  whatever  the  re- 


^ucbu  might  be,  even  though  it  should 
equallydividohisgloryasaking.  "It 
shall  be  given  thee,  even  to  the  half 
oi.'  my  kingdom." 

Now  we  observe  a.  movement  on  the 
part  of  Esther  in  making  her  request 
known  to  tho  king,  that  at  first  sight 
we  can  hardly  understand.  Why  did 
she  not  at-  once  declare  to  tho  king  her 
errand  ?  Why  not  unburden  her  heart 
without  delay  to  him  whose  heart  had 
been  so  wonderfully  opened?  It  mav 
bo  she  thought  that  by  her  g 
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and  winning  smiles  at  a  banquet  of 
wine,  she  could  win  still  more  upon 
him,  and  so  increase  the  probabilities 
of  success.  She  asked  the  king  that 
he  and  Hitman  might  eome  to  a  ban- 
quet of  wine  she  had  prepared.  The 
king  agreed  to  it,  and  left  his  throne, 
and  in  company  "with  Human  attended. 
Knowing  that  she  had  a  request  to 
make,  he  asked  her  at  the  banquet, 
"  What  is  thy  request?  Tel!  it  me  and 
it  shall  be  granted."'  Esther  saw  that 
she  was  gaining  on  the  king's  affections 
more  and  mora ;  but  yet  she  was  not 
fully  satisfied  that  the  time  had  come 
for  her  openly  to  declare  her  kindred, 
and  put  in  her  pica  for  her  people. 
She  stood  before  the  king  and  re- 
quested that  ha  and  Haman  should 
come  to  a.  banquet  that  she  would  pre- 
pare on  tho  morrow,  when  she  would 
fully  make  known  her  request.  The 
kiiii:'  agreed  to  it,  and  .Hainan  was  lifted 
up  with  pride  at  the  high  honor  con- 
ferred upon  him  ;  and  that  night  in  bis 
own  homo  ho  spake  of  his  glory  and 
his!  wealth — of  his  position  in  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  honor  of  being  invited 
to  Queen  Esther' k  banquet  on  the  mor- 
row. Ah!  little  did  he  think  that 
Queen  Esther's  plea  on  the  morrow 
would  condemn  him,  and  that  in  los? 
than  twenty-four  hours  he  would  be 
publicly  executed  by  the  order  of  the 

Whilo  Queen  Es&er  was  preparing 
for  the  banquet,  and  nerving  herself  for 
the  task  of  the  coming  day,  God  in  his 
providence  was  preparing  to  favor  her 
by  promoting  her  kinsman  Mordceai  to 

The  time  had  come  when  the  ban- 
quet was  prepared,  and  the  king  and 
Haman  were  being  expected.  There  sat 
the  queen  in  her  apartment  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  her  distinguished  guests,  and 
wondering  that  they  did  not  come.  She 
had  made  up  her  plea  in  an  ingenious 
manner,  and  was  ready,  as  eoon  as  the 
opportunity  afforded,  to  make  it  known ; 
hut  the  guests  came  not.  How  strange 
it  is,  thought  Esther.  What  can  be 
tho  occasion  of  this  lack  of  promptness? 
Why  do  they  tarry?  Ah !  there  was  a 
reason  for  it.  Haman  was  tho  causo  of 
the  delay.  Ho  was  at  home  with  his 
family,  with  dreadful  forebodings  of 
coming  ill.  He  was  filled  with  mortifi- 
cation at  the  humbling  process  through 
which  he  had  passed  in  honoring  Mor- 


dceai. The  king  sent  for  Hainan,  and 
when  he  arrived  they  started  for  the 
quean's  apartment.  Then'  arrival  was 
announced    to  her,   and  she  received 

them  with  all  tho  gracefulness  due  to 
their  positions,  and  the  banquet  corn- 


iced.     The  kit 


i  to 


know  her  Tcqucst,  and  asked  !  .  , 
''What  is  thy  request,  and  it -shall  be 
performed,  even  to  the  half  of  my  king- 

The  time  had  now  eomo  for  her  to 
declare  her  wishes,  and;  in  answer  to 
his  question,  with  a  true  woman's 
heart,  and  iu  such  language  as  none 
but  a  true  woman  could  use,  she  said; 
"  If  I  have  found  favor  in  thy  sight. 
0  King,  and  if  it  please  tho  King,  let 
my  lifo  be  given  me  at  my  petition. 
and  my  people  at  my  request;  for  wo 
arc  sold,  I  and  my  people,  to  be  de- 
stroyed, to  be  slain,  and  to  perish, 
But  if  we  had  been  sold  for  bondmen 
and  bondwomen,  I  had  held  mj 
tongue,  although  the  enemy  could  not 
countervail  (he  King's  damage." 

This  address  astonished  the  king, 
and,  iii  a  high  state  of  feeling,  he 
asked :  Who  ia  he?  and  where  is  ho 
that  durst  presume  in  his  heart  to  do 
so?  Id  it  possible,  he  continues,  that 
the  queen,  whom  T  most  tenderly  love, 
is  thus  in  peril — that  her  life,  so  deal 
to  mo,  is  in  danger? 

Esther,  having  thus  presented  her 
cause,  and  seeing  that  the  king  was 
deeply  enlisted  fur  her  and  those  for 
whom  she  plead,  said:  "The  adver- 
sary and  enemy  is  this  wicked  Ha- 
inan," pointing  with  her  doliea-.te 
finger  to  Human,  who  sat  near  them. 
The  king  arose  and  looked  upon  Ha- 
man with  auger ;  then  walked  out  into 
the  garden.  And  while  the  king  was 
absent  from  the  apartment,  Haman 
arose  and  stood  before  Queen  Esther, 
in  great,  agitation,  to  plead  for  his  life, 
for  he  saw  that  the  king  war;  angry, 
and  that  his  life  was  in  danger.  But 
Esther  dared  not  exercise  mercy  to 
one  so  wicked  .and  cruel  as  he  was — 
whose  fall  God,  in  his  providence,  was 
bringing  about.  She  heard  the  words 
of  the  king  pronounced  i_  _. 
of  death  upon  Haman,  and  r  „. 
that  this  enemy  of  her  nation  was 


When  Esther  saw  that  Haman  was 
dead,  and  that  her  life  and  the  life  of 
her  cousin  was  no  longer  in  danger, 
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she  again  besought  the  Icing  in  behalf 
of  the  Jews,  against  whom  a  decree 
had  gone  forth.  She  plead  that  the 
decision  might  bo  reversed— virtually 
at  least.  Though  the  law  could  not 
bo  revoked  by  a  succeeding  edict,  or 
repeal od,  yet  she  asked  that  one  of  a 
similar  character  for  the  Jews,  against 
<  lie  Persians.,  might,  bo  cnaetcd  and 
W!::!!!-rl  with  the  royal  signet. 

The  king  granted  her  request  and 
the  decree  went  forth,  giving  the  Jews 
authority  to  slay  their  enemies;  as 
their  enemies  had  authority  to  slay 
them.  Thus  Esther  succeeded.  i;i  liei' 
noble  work,  and  comforted  the  hearts 
of  tr!l  the  Jews. 

Upon  this  deliverance  through  the 
influence  of  Esther,  tlie  Jews  formed 
one  of  their  annual  feasts,  called  Pu- 
rim,  or  tltefeast  of  lots. 

In  view  of  the  interesting  and  thrill- 
ing scenes  narrated — the  sacrifice  and 
devotion  of  Esther  to  the  i«+<»™»+=  «* 
her  people— the  Jews  to 
day  consider  her  one  of  their 
benefactors. 

ETHAN".  1— [E'-than]  strong,  tltegift 
of  the  Island. 

Was  a  .son  of  Zei'iih,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Jndah.  He  ia  referred  to  m  1st 
Ohron.  ii:  0, 

ETHAN,  2— Strong,   the  gift  of  the 

Inland. 
Wa.s  ihc  son  of  K1';lii,  andadk;eud- 
ant  of  Hcrari.  He  is  supposed  t.o  he 
the  author  of  the  eighty-ninth  Psalm. 
and  it  is  thought  penned  the  1'sn.hn  on 
the  oocasioa  of  the  revolt  of  the  ton 
tribes  under  Jeroboam,  This  Ethan 
was  a  wise  man,  arid  as  such  is  referred 
to  in  1st  Kings  iv:  31.  The  wisdom 
of  Solomon  is  compared  to  the  wisdom 
of  Ethan,  and  Solomon  >s  said  to  be  the 
wisest  of  the  two.  Ethan  la  thought 
to  he  the  same  as  Jcduthmi  who  u  re- 
ferred to  in  1st  Chron.  xxv  :  3-17,  and 
was  the  father  of  several  sons  who 
were  temple  singers.  Tins  Jeduthun 
was  the  author  of  several  Psalm s,  xxxb: 
and  slii,  &c. 

ETHBAAL— [Eth-ba'-al,]  toward  tlik 

idol.  in'.  iJw.t  rules. 
Was  Kina;  of  the  Zidonians  and  be 
was  the  father  of  Jezebel,  the  wife  of 
Allah,     King    of    Israel.      1st  Kings, 


ETIINAN"— [Eth'-uan.] 

He  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Helah 
(he  wife  of  Ashan.    1st  Chron.  iv :  7. 

ETIINI— [Eth'-ni.] 

A  G  srKiiosiito  Levi  to,  referred  to  in 
1st  Chron.  vi :  41, 

EUBULUS— [U-bu'-lus,]  a  prudent 


EUNICE— [U-ni'-so,]   good  victory, 

Eunice  was  the  mother  of  Timo- 
thy, whom  St.  Paul  calls  his  son  in 
the  gospel.  She  was  a  Jewess  by 
birth,  but  married  to  a-  Greek.  Acts, 
ivi:  1:  "Then  came  he  to  Dcrbe 
and  Lystra ;  and  behold  a  certain  dis- 
ciple was  there,  named  Timothcus, 
the  son  of  a  certain  woman,  which 
was  a  Jewess,  and  believed ;  but  his 
father  was  a  Greek." 

Eunice  and  her  son  Timothy  had 
been  converted  to  Christianity 
through  the  instrumentality  of  some 
of  the  early  ministers  ;  for  when  Pau! 
became  acquainted  with  them  they 
were  considerably  experienced  in 
grace  and  Christian  virtues.  They 
were  "well  reported  of  by  the  breth- 
ren which  were  at  Lystra  and  leo- 
nium."  From  this  we  may  learn  that 
their  reputation  as  Christians  was  un- 
blemished ;  and  as  devoted  members 
of  the  church  the  apostle  was  made 
acquainted  with  them.  As  a  Chris- 
tian mother,  she  taught  her  son  the 
ways  of  religion,  and  gave  him  a  prac- 
tical insight  into  the  principles  of 
Christianity  in  her  own  ltfe.  She  said 
to  her  son,  Follow  mo,  as  I  follow 
Christ;  and  her  instructions  and  ex- 
ample wero  not  lost  upon  Mm,  as  is 
evident  from  the  position  he  attained 
in  the  church  of  God,  and  from  the 
testimony  of  the  great  apostle  Paul, 
who  wrote  epistles  to  him. 

Eunice  taught,  her  son  to  road  the 
Holy  Scriptures ;  and  Paul,  when  re- 
ferring to  Timothy's  education,  says : 
"From  a  child  thou  hast  known  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  which  aro  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  through 
faith,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesu3." 

But  Paul  gives  his  testimony  to  the 
piety  and  devotion  of  Eunice  in  the 
following  language,  writing  to  Timo- 
thy:    "'When  1  call  to  r 
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the  unfeigned  faith  that  ia 

which  dwelt  first  in  thy  grandmother 

Lois,  and  thy  mother  J'hiniee." 

The  teachings  and  example  of  this 
Christian  woman  had  a  salutary  effect 
upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  Iict  son. 
and  helped  to  prepare  him  for  his 
h.iiih  and  holy  work. 

EUODIAS— [U-o'-di-us,]  siteet  scent.  ' 
EiJODIAS  was  a  pious  woman,  wh.i 
war.  probably  a  deaconess  ef  the  church 
at  Philippi.  She  is  mentioned  by  the 
apostle  in  his  epistle  to  the  church  at 
tnatplace.  The  reference  is  Phil,  iv; 
2.  Euodias  had  some  doctrinal  difi'er- 
enee  with  Syntyehe,  which  accounts  fbv 
the  exhortation,  "  be  of  the  same  inind 
in  the  Lord."  She  may  have  been  the 
wife  of  him,  who  in  the  next  verse  ia 
called  a  "true  yoke  fellow,"  and  who 
d  to  "  help  these  women." 


EUTYCHUS-tU'-ti-kus,]  happy, 
fortunate. 
Wo  have  an  account  of  this  person  in 
Acts,  sx:  9-12.  lie  lived  at  Troas, 
where  Paul  with  his  travel; ins  eoinpau- 
ions  tarried  seven  days.  On  the  Sab- 
bath day  ho  celebrated  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per with  the  disciples  there,  and 
preached  i.o  them  a  lengthy  sermon,  l.t 
is  said  he  "continued  his  speech  until 
midnight."  The  room  they  occupied 
was  probably  crowded,  avid  Eutychus 
sat  in  the  window.  During  the  sermon 
he  fell  asleep,  and  losing  his  balance  as 
a  sleeping  man  is  likely  to  do,  bo  fell 
from  the  window  outside.  It  was  the 
third  story  of  the  house  they  wore  oc- 
cupying, and  The  youna;  man  was  killed. 
"He  was  taken  up  dead."  The  ch- 
cumstanco  created  alarm  and  deep  in- 
terest throughout  the  congregation. 
Paul  went  down  and  took  the  young 
man  up  in  Ins  arms ;  told  the  alarmed 
friend's  not  to  be  troubled,  for  his  life 
was  in  him.  Paul  continued  on  in  wor- 
ship with  them  all  night  until  the  break 
of  clay,  bathe  left  tho  young  man  Eu- 
tychus  alive,  and  his  friends  comforted, 
by  his  being  thus  raised  from  the  dead. 

EVE — La-iur/,  ailivriiiiiff. 

Eve  was  the  helpmate  of  Adam, 
and  the  mother  of  the  human  family. 

The  man  was  formed  first,  and  then 
the  woman.  How  much  time  elapsed 
from  the  creation  of  Adam,  to  the  for- 
mation of  Eve,  we  are  not  informed, 


I but  we  suppose  only  a  short  time. 
God  looked  upon  man  a3  he  stood 
erect  in  Eden  bearing  iris  Image,  and 
pronounced  him  good,  as  he  had  de- 
clared the  other  work  of  the  creation. 
Adam  may  have  been  alone  for  a  few 
hours,  enjoying  the  refreshing  and  in- 
vigorating air  of  Eden,  and  beholding 
tho  beauties  and  excellencies  of  the 
uew  formed  world,  and  moving  about 
among  tho  newly  created  animals, 
when  the  Great  Creator  said,  "  It  is 
not  good  for  man  that  ho  t>e  aloue-— I 
will  make  him  an  helpmeet  for  him," 
and  this  seems  to  imply,  that  the  wo- 
man was  to  be  an  equal  of  the  man. 
She  was  not  to  bo  his  inferior,  nor  his 
superior. 

It  was  while  Adam  was  sleeping. 
probably  the  first  time  ho  ever  slept 
after  his  creation,  that  God  formed 
Eve,  his  partner,  and  we  are  to  ob- 
serve a  difference  between  the  crea- 
tion of  tho  man  and  the  woman ;  and 
between  the  formation  of  her  body, 
and  that  of  every  other  being  God 
had  made.  In  Gen.  i :  24,  it  is  said, 
"And  God  said  lot  tho  earth  bring 
forth  the  living  creature  after  his 
kind,  cattle,  and  creeping  thing,  and 
beast  of  earth  after  hk;  kind."  And 
in  Genesis,  fit  10,  it  is  said,  "And 
out  of  the  ground  the  Lord  Go d 
formed  every  beast  of  tho  field,  and 
every  fowl  of  the  air,  and  brought  them 
unto  Adam."  And  when  the  body 
of  Adam  was  formed,  it  was  made  of 
tho  dust  of  the  ground,  "And  the 
Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of 
tho  ground,  and  breathed  into  his 
nostrils  tho  breath  of  life,  and  he  be- 
came a  living  soul."  But  when  woman. 
was  to  bo  formed,  "The  Lord  God 
caused  a  deep  sleep  to  fall  upon  Adam 
and  he  slept;  and  he  took  one  of  his 
ribs,  and  closed  up  the  flesh  instead 
thereof:  and  tho  rib  which  tho  Lord 
God  had  taken  from  man  made  He  a 
woman,  and  brought  her  unto  the 

As  Adam  awoke  from  the  deep  sleep 
that  had  fallen  upon  him,  he  fixed  his 
eyes  upon  this  resemblance  of  himself, 
and  readily  perceived  in  the  now 
formed  creature,  a  companion  pro- 
vided for  him.  J?ut  he  seemed  to  un- 
derstand how  nearly  that  personage 
was  allied  to  him.  Ho  felt  the  ties 
of  new  formed  nature,  and  the  en- 
dearment of  relationship,  and  ho  said. 
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"  This  is  now  hone  of  my  bono,  and 
flesh  of  my  flesh.    She  shall  lie  called 

woman,  bccarii'j  she  was  taken  out  of 
mail."  Aclam  claimed  her  as  liis  com- 
panion, and  Ho  who  had  created  them 
both,  joined  them  together  as  husband 
and  wife,  and  the  strength  of  that 
endearing  relation  was  felt  under  the 
announcement  for  Ibc  first  time  to 
the  ear  and  heart  of  man.  "There- 
fore shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and 
his  mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto  his 
wife  and  they  twain  shall  be  one 
flesh." 

God  our  Croat ov  thus  instituted  I'm 
rite  of  marriage  I  y  joining  Adam  and 
Eve  ''.-[  hasband  and  wife  in  the  garden 
of  Eden.  Thus  nailed,  they  traveled 
the  pathway  of  life,  sharing  each  oth- 
ers woes  and  bearing  each  other;:,  bur- 
dens, aa  well  as  partaking  of  each 
others  joys.  Their  lives,  as  the  lives 
of  all  their  progeny,  was  a  mixed  cup, 
They  sinned,  avid  as  a  consequence 
were  brought  into  sorrow.  How  long 
)£ve  remained  imiocent  a.nd  happy,  we 
do  not  know,  only  that  her  time  in  the 
innocent  state  was  a  little  shorter  than 
was  that  of  her  companion.  She  was 
not  created  until  after  Adam  com- 
menced the  enjoyments  of  life,  and  she 
was  first  in  the  transgression — hence 
first  to  feel  and  endure  the  effects  of 


i  their 


equally  happy  it 
and  equally  under  obiiga- 


'rliey 
first  Bta._,  _  ,  . 
tions  to  keep  the  law  that  had  been 
given,  them.  And  when  the  tempter 
approached  Eve  and  referred  her  to 
the  delicious  fruit  on  the  tree  in  the 
midst  of  tho  garden,  she  said:  "We 
may  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  trees  of  the 
garden;  but  of  the  fruit -of  the  tree 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  garden, 
God  hath,  said  ye  shall  not  eat  of  it. 
neither  shall  ye  touch  it  lest  ye  die.' 
Hero  we  observe  that  Eve  couples 
herself  with  Adam,  acknowledge;;  Hie 
obligation  upon  them  both  alike.  She 
knows  herself  to  be  under  the  great 
law  of  love  with  Adam,  and  bound  to 
obey  the  law  regarding  the  forbidden 
fnut. 

But  under  the  temptation  presented 
by  the,  enemy,  she  yielded.  The  ser- 
pentsaid  onto  her,  "  ye  ahull  not  surely 
die.  For  God  doth  know  that  in  the 
day  ye  eatthereof,  then  your  eyes  shall 
be  opened,  and  ye  Khali  be  as  gods, 
knowing  good  and  evil."    The  princi- 


ple that  the  enemy  succeeded  in  plant- 
ing in  her  heart  was  pride— the  sin 
that  led  to  the  fall  of  the  angels.  She 
credited  the  tempter,  desired  to  gratify 
the  appotiic  (bat  bad  been  created  in 
her  by  eating  the  fruit.  It  appeared 
to  be  rjnod,  for  "  it.  was  pleasant  Lo  (he 
eyes;"  but  another  incentive  was. 
"  and  a  tree  desired  to  make  ono  wise." 
Here  was  a  development  of  what  the 
apostle  calls  "  tho  desires  of  the  flesh, 
the  lusls  of  the  ovo,  and  the  pride  of 
life."  Eve  took  of  the  fruit  thereof. 
Adam  made  himself  a  party  in  the 
transgression  by  failing  to  administer 
reproof,  and  by  following  her  in  eat- 
ing. "She  took  of  the  fruit  thereof 
and  did  oat,  and  gave  also  unto  her 
husband  with  hor  and  he  did  eat," 
Some  are  disposed  to  blame  Eve  much 
more  than  Adam  for  listening  to  the 
voice  of  the  tempter,  taking  of  the  fruit 
and  cscrcising  hor  influence  over  her 
husband  lo  lead  him  also  to  transgres- 
sion. Dutif  he  favored  her  violation, 
and  without  any  hesitation  took  the 
j  fruit  from  her  hand  and  did  eat,  who 
can  surely  say  that  ho  would  not  have 
yielded  to  tho  tempter  earlier,  even, 
than  did  Eve  ;  for  alio  did  venture  ob- 
jections when  talking  with  tho  ser- 
pent, but  so  far  as  we  know  he  made 
none,  but  TCadiiy  took  the  fruit  and 
did  eat. 

They  both  rca):-ed  iniinedr:ile!y  af- 
ter the  act,  that  they  had  fallen;  they 
felt  the  dark  pail  of  iniquity  shroud- 
ing their  moral  nature.  But  their  sin 
ia  to  be  brought  homo  to  them,  and 
God  calls  them  to  a.n  account.  Adam, 
at  tho  trial,  attached  blame  to  Eve— 
and  Eve  charged  the  serpent  with  tho 
cause  of  her  action.  The  serpent 
beguiled  me  and  I  did  eat."  The 
Lord  God  pronounced  a  curse  upon 
the  serpent,  but  as  ho  looked  upon  tho 
guilty  pair,  and  the  numerous  progeny 
that,  would  spring  from  them,  he  had 
compassion  upon  them,  and  he 
coupled  with  the  curse  of  the  serpent 
the  promise  of  a  lied  comer  for  man, 
"  And  I  will  put  enmity  between  thee 
and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  seed 
and  her  seed,  it  shall  bruise  thy  head, 
awl  thou  sbait  bruise  his  heel." 

How  much  compassion  is  to  be  seen 
in  the  divine  procedure  here.  The 
woman  was  to  Ire  cursed,  but  before 
the  announcement  of  that  curse,  the 
promise  is  made  her  of  a  Savior.    It 
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is  not  made  directly  to  Adam — God  is 
talking  with  the  woman,  and  for  the 
woman,  while  declaring  the  curse  upon 
the  serpent.  We  may  suppose  she 
was  thus  strengthened  to  endure  the 
curse  that  fell  upon  her.  "I  will 
greatly  mnltiply  thy  sorrow  and  thy 
conception,  in  borrow  th on  shalt  bring 
forth  children,  and  thy  desire  shall  he 
to  thy  husband,  and  he  shall  rule  over 
thee.  Here  we  may  observe  a 
change  in  the  position  of  the  woman, 
she  was  no  longer  to  bo  the  equal  in 
all  the  reypeois  she  hod  been  before 
of  Adam.  We  suppose  she  had  as 
much  right  to  rule  as  Adam,  but  now 
she  is  to  be  ruled— subjection  to  the 
will  of  her  husband,  is  a  part  of  the 
curse  pronounced  upon  her,  "  and  be 
shall  rule  over  thee."  Adam  heard 
the  words  of  the  curse  pronounced 
upon  Eve,  and  from  it  lie  learned  that 
she  was  to  be  the  mother  of  a  numer- 
ous progeny— and  that  from  her  was 
to  con:;1  ri  Iredcemer.  "  tho  braise;'  of 
the  serpent's  bead."  With  this 
knowledge  that  had  beau  imparted 
unto  hira  bo  "called  bis  wife's  name 
Eve,  because  she  was  the  mother  of 
all  living."  After  tho  two  were  driven 
from  the  garden  of  Eden  as  tho  vic- 
tims of  grief,  and  the  slaves  of  pas- 
sion—they lived  together  an  happily 
as  possible  in  their  fallen  state.  It 
was  not  long  until  Eve  was  blessed 
with  children ;  Cain  and  Abel  were 
born.  When  she  looted  upon  her 
first-born  she  thought  of  the  prom- 
ised seed,  and  probably  said  in  her 
heart,  this  is  ho  who  is  to  bruise  the 
serpent's  head.  We  may  imagine  the 
interest  with  which,  as  the  first  mo- 
ther, she  ministered  to  her  two  chil- 
dren—watched  them  as  they  passed 
from  infancy  to  later  childhood  and 
(o  youth,  and  (hen  to  early  manhood, 
'■i!;«  felt  the  satisfaction  and  maternal 
pride  that  mothers  have  felt  in  all 
ages,  when  looking  at  their  sons— suc- 
ceeding in  life  and  promising  good  for 
the  future.  She  acquiesced  in  the 
choice  they  had  each  made  of  employ- 
ment. But  one  day  tho  sad  iutelli- 
fence  reached  her  that  Cain  had 
illed  his  brother  Abel.  Though  she 
had  never  seen  a  human  form  wrapped 
in  death's  cold  embrace,  yet  she  had 
an  idea  of  its  meaning,  and  the  intel- 
ligence was  like  a  dagger  to  her 
heart.    Her  devoted,  ahec.ionatc  Abel 


is  dead,  and,  worse  than  all,  her  eldest 
:!on  has  killed  him.  Oh,  what  a  trial 
must  this  have  been  upon  the  first 
mother  of  out  race! 

After  this  Eve  bare  another  son, 
and  by  a  direct  divine  communication 
she  learned  that  it  was  a  son  that  was 
to  take  the  place  of  lier  murdered 
Abel,  in  the  line  of  Messiah  or  the 
promised  Redeemer.  !i.\he  prugei  iy  of 
Beth  continued  in  the  person  of  Noah 
and  his  family.  II ow  long  Eve  lived 
we  do  not  know,  but  it  is  quite  like'y 
she  died  long  before  Adam  closed  his 
mortal  career,  and  went  to  join  tho 
spirit  of  her  much  loved  Abel  in  the 
pare;'  clinics  of  bliss. 

EVIL    MBRODACH  —  [E'-vil  Me- 
ro'-dak,]    tho  fool  of  Merodacli, 

dctpahig  the,  (i!.ii/yn:<-xs  <f  ike  fool. 

Was  tho  son  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
Ms  successor  on  tho  throne  of  Babylon, 
Ho  was  the  father  of  Bclsbazzar,  who 
was  tho  reigning  monarch  when  tho 
Babylonian  dynasty  closed,  and  the  city 
was  (akin  by  {.'.vms.  Ho  is  referred  to 
in  Jeremiah  lii:  31,  as  ascending  the 
throne  of  Babylon  and  showing  kind- 
ness to  tho  captive  King  of  Judah, 
Jchoiakim. 

ffc  is  thought  that  Evil  Mcrodaeh 
governed  the  Empire  as  prosy  for  his 
father,  during  his  menial  imbecility  or 
madness.  His  reign  as  the  king  of 
Babylon,  was  short  and  rather  unim- 
portant. The  generally  received  im- 
pression regarding  this  king  is,  that  he 
was  a  very  weak  man. 

BZBAI— fW-ba-il 

WasHhe  father  of  ISaarai.  who  was 
one  of  David's  mighty  warriors.  1st 
Chron.  si:  3?. 

ESBON,  1— [Ez'-bon.] 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  founder 
of  one  of  the  Gadite  families.  Gen. 
slvi:  16. 

EZBON,  2. 

Was  a  sou  of  Bela,  tho  son  of  Ben- 
jamin, and  is  referred  to  in  1st  Chron. 


E2EKIEL-[E-zo'-ki-el.l^.flsfr«!f/?/i 
of  God. 
Ezektel  was  the  son  of  ISuzi,  a 
prophet  and  priest.  He  was  carried  cap- 
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tire  to  Babylon  with  Jehoiakim,  king 
of  Judah,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  hit. 
captivity,  wa3  engaged  in  prophesying. 
Ezekief,  i:  2.  lie  prophesied  among 
the  captives  by  tin;  river  Chebar,  in  the 
land  of  the  Chaldeans. 

Ezekiel  wan  favored  with  Home  of 
the  most  sublime  visions  that  arc  re- 
corded in  the  sacred  book.  As  .inch,  is 
his  vision  of  the  "chariot  of  God,'' 
1  at  chapter ;  "vision  of  the  valley  of  dry 
bones,'  xxxvii;  "vision  of  holy  wa- 
ters," xlvii.  Under  iho  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  gives  graphic  de- 
scriptions, and  uses  (ho  sU'oegest-  rind 
most  nervous  language.  His  descrip- 
tions are  often  wrought  up  to  a  holy  en- 
ergy and  possess  a  daring  grandeur. 
Thcro  never  have  bcci  revcto.tioiif;madc 
to  mortal  man,  exceeding  in  sublin  " 

those  made  to  Eaeliid.     And  an , 

alt  the  prophets,  none  were  more  bold 
and  rapturous. 

III!  predicted  tllO  0Vl:v!.!l!'OT7  of  Jeru- 
salem by  Nebuchadnezzar.  Though 
he  was  sis  hundred  miles  from  the 
place,  yet  ho  slui.1  to  his  islio^v captive;;, 
"the  kin  a  of  Babylon  set  himself 
against  Jerusalem  this  same  day." 
Ezekiei,  xxiv. 

lie  predicted  (he  overthrow  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Annnon,  Moab,  Edom, 
Philistines,  Tyriiins  and  I'!;.;yptia>-i:'.  by 
the  hand  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  his 
prophecies  were  fulfilled. 

Ho  is  supposed  to  have  prophesied 
about  twenty- two  years— about  rr.x 
years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  sixteen 
after  it.  There  is  a  prophecy  made  in 
(he  (.'venty-fii'i  h  yenv  of  ( ho  captivity  of 
Jehoiakim,  kiogof  Judah.  Ezk.  xl:  1. 

Itmaybc  said  of  ihis  prophet,  in  re- 
proving sin,  ho  was  exceedingly  plain 
and  pointed,  though  many  of  his  vi- 
sions arc  hard  to  understand ;  and  it  is 
said  that  (ho  Jews  do  not  read  the  first 
or  the  last  nine  chapters,  until  they  are 
thirty  years  of  age.  They  suppose 
that  the  mind  should  lie  considerably 
developed  before  this  part  of  Ezekiel' s 
prophecies  are  read.  When  and  whore 
lie  died  is  not  certain. 

EZER-  [E'-zer.] 

Ezer  was  the  son  of  Seir,  the  Ho- 
rite,  and,  with  Ms  brothers,  is  referred 
to  as  a  duke  of  the  Horites.  Genesis, 
xxxvi:  21. 


V.7M 

EZRA— A  helper. 
Ezra  was  the  son  of  Seraiah,  who 
as  of  the  sacerdotal  line.  He  was  a 
direct  descendant  from  Aaron,  and,  as 
learn  in  the  book  that  bears  his 
name,  vii:  I,  "a  ready  scribe  in  the 
law  of  his  God."  Ezra  was  sentfrom 
Babylon  into  Judea  by  King  Ariaxcrxcs 
during  the  seventh  year  of  iris  reign, 
and  he  was  tlie  bearer  of  letters  from 
that  king,  and  a  commission  to  correct 
errors  in  the  church  and  state  of  the 
Jews.  We  have  an  interesting  account 
of  bis  embassy,  and  of  his  filling  it,  and 
of  the  effect  it  had  upon  the  Jews  in 
iho  last  four  chapters  of  Ezra.  The 
first  hix  chapters  give  an  account  of  ihe 
edict  of  Cyrus,  also  of  the  return  of  the 
Jews  under  Zerubbafcel,  and  their  re- 
establish mo  l  it  in  (heir  land  with  the  re- 
building of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
Mild  its  solemn  dedication  to  the  service 
of  God. 

It  i;j  i.lioi'-hi,  with  some  decree  of 
probability,  that  Earn. .attended  the  Jews 
after  the  seventy  years'  captivity,  io 
their  own  land,  and  was  with  Kerub ba- 
bel in  building  the  second  temple,  and 
after  it  was  finished  he  returned  to 
Babylon  to  represent  the  condition  of 
his  people.  This,  however,  is  not  cer- 
tain. He  was  commissioned  by  Arta- 
serxes  Longemairus  to  go  to  Judea  and 
correct  the  error  that  had  crept  into 
the  church  and  State.  When  he  started 
for  Judea  with  his  commission,  a  large 
number  of  Jews  attended  him.  lie 
made  a  stop  with  his  companions  at  the 
river  Ahava,  and  thought  of  sending 
back  to  the  king  of  Babylon  for  a  band 
to  attend  and  guard  (hem 
i.V  to  Jerusalem.  But  re- 
,_,  he  bad  < sectorial  unto  ihe 
king,  saying:  "The  hand  of  our  God 
is  upon  all  them,  for  good  that  seek 
him ;  but  his  power  and  his  wrath  is 
against  all  them  that  forsake  him,"  he 
was  ashamed  to  require  of  the  ting 
such  protection.  Ezra,  viii :  22.  Eeel- 
'  ig  that  ho  could  not  eoii::i:aei!t!y  ask 
jr  an  escort  of  soldiers,  he  procured 
priests  and  Levites  to  the  number  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  after  a 
solemn  fast,  during  which  they  implored 
earnestly  the  protection  and  guidance 
of  the  God  of  their  fathers,  they  made 
ready  for  the  journey.  They  remained 
at  the  river  Ahava  three  days,  when 
Ezra  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Shere- 
hiah,  Hashabiah  and  ten  of  their  breth- 
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ren,  the  gold  and  silver  wliicli  the  kinar 
had  granted  for  the  service  of  the 
temple. 

Ezra  weighed  the  silver  to  the 
amount  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  talents; 
and  silver  vessels  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  talents ;  and  gold  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  talents;  also 
twenty  basins  of  gold  and  two  basins  of 
fine  copper,  the  whole  amounting  in 
value  to  more  than  five  million  dollars. 
And  these  twelve  men  that  were  sepa- 
rated to  take  charge  of  these  things,  re- 
ceived a  solemn  charge  from  Ezra  to 
retain  tlicm  in  their  possession,  to  take 
care  of  them  until  they  reached  Jerusa- 
lem, and  then  place  them  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  chief  of  the  priests,  then 
at  the  temple." 

Having  made  all  their  arrangements, 
they  started,  and  in  four  months  their 
journey  was  completed.  There  were 
one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five of  them  with  Ezra  when  lie 
arrived  at  Jerusalem,  and  on  the  fourth 
day  after  their  arrival,  the  twelve  men 
who  had  been  set  apart  to  guard  the 
valuables,  delivered  them  up  in  tho 
house  of  their  (rod,     Ezra,  vii:  viii. 

Ezra  entered  at  cnee  upon  tho  im- 
portant work  to  which  he  had  been 
assigned.  He  found  that  a  great 
many  of  the  Jews  had  married  Iiea- 
then  women;  and  among  those  who 
had  thus  offended,  were  princes  and 
rulers  in  the  land.  Ho  becomes 
greatly  affected  on  account  of  their 
sin,  and  gives  the  strongest  signs  of 
grief.  He  rent  his  garment  and  his 
mantle,  plucked  out  his  hair  and  his 
beard,  and  secreted  himself  to  medi- 
tate and  mourn  until  the  evening  sac- 
rifice. Then  he  ventured  to  make 
supplication  and  prayer  unto  God  in 
their  behalf.  His  prayer  for  them 
evinces  the  most  intense  feeling. 
Ezra,  a. ;  0-15. 

The  people  saw  him  in  his  agony  of 
soul,  and  heard  the  expressed  anguish 
of  his  heart  on  account  of  their  sins 
and  the  divine  anger.  They  saw  their 
errors  and  regretted  their  folly;  "they 
went  very  sore."  One  of  the  chiefs 
(who  was  not  pobajily  himself  guiliy) 
Sheehanialt,  the  son  of  Jchie!,  stood 
up  before  Ezra  and  confessed  for  the 
people  their  sin,  and  proposed  that 
they  who  had  transgressed  should  put 
away  their  strange  wives  and  the 
children  bom  unto  them.    He  asked 


Ezra  to  issue  a  proclamation  to  that 
effect,  promising  that  he  would  stand 
by  him,  and  as  an  oScer  assist  him. 
The  commission  of  Artaxerxes  au- 
thorized Ezra  to  do  anything  that  the- 
law  of  God  required.  He  accordingly 
arose  and  brought  the  priests  and 
Levitea  and  all  Israel  into  a  solemn 
engagement  to  stand  by  him  in  cor- 
recting this  gross  error.  He  then 
issued  a  proclamation  calling  all  to- 
gether at  Jerusalem,  within  three 
days,  upon  pain  of  excommunication 
from  the  church  and  the  nation.  Ac- 
cordingly they  came  together,  and 
Ezra  stood  before  them,  and  charged 
the  sin  they  had  committed  upon 
them.  Ho  bade  them  mate  confes- 
sion, and  resolve  to  forsake  it  at  once, 
agreed  to  do  so.  Commissioners 
;/ppo:iiii:(l  to  i.-oe  that  the  matter 


In  the  space  of  three  months  they 
made  a  thorough  investigation,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  priests  and 
other  Jews  put  away  their  strange 
wives,  notwithstanding  some  of  them 
had  children  by  those  wives.  It  is 
not  certain  that  they  put  away  the 
children  or  disowned  them,  entirely. 
They  probably  educated  them  in  the 
.religion  of  (lie  Jcwf;, 

Ezra  had  the  principal  authority  in 
Jerusalem,  and  was  the  director  of 
tho  church  and  state  for  thirteen 
years  lie  entered  upon  his  work  in 
the  seventh  year  of  Artaxerxcs,  and 
Nchcmiah  was  appointed  to  succeed 
him,  by  tho  same  Icing,  in  the  twen- 
tieth year  of  his  reign. 

Nenemiah  was  commissioned  to  re- 
build the  walls  and  gates  of  Jerusa- 
lem, and  Ezra,  assisted  by  twenty-six 
Lcvites,  read  the  law  to  the  people, 
and  expounded  it  in  their  hearing. 
Noh.  viii.  Wo  have  an  account  of 
the  Ecast  of  Tabernacles  in  Nch.  ix  ; 
and,  on  the  second  day,  Ezra  read  the 
law;  and  so  every  day  till  the  feast 
ended — seven  days.  The  people  con- 
fessed their  sins  and  renewed  their 
covenants  with  God. 

It  is  probable  that  Ezra  wrote  the 
book  that  hears  his  name,  and  ho  is 
generally  looked  upon  as  the  restorer 
and  publisher  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
after  tho  Jews  returned  from  the  Baby- 
lonian captivity.  It  is  thought  he  cor- 
rected some  errors  which  had  crept  into 
the    copies  then    extant  through  the 
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negligence  or  mistakes  of  transcribers. 
He  is  thought  to  have  collected  the 
books  of  Scripture  then  received  and 
disposed  them  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  in  his  time.  And  he  is 
supposed  to  have  added  something  in 
connecting  the  chain  of  Bible  IIi.si.ory. 
As  for  instance  ho  is  thought  to  be  the 
anther  of  the  account  of  the  death  and 
burial  of  Moses,  in  tho  last  chapter  of 
Deuteronomy.  Ezra  is  thought  to  ho 
the  author  of  the  books  of  Nehemiah 
and  Esther. 

There  has  heen  an  opinion  extant 
that  Malachi  and  Ezra  were  the  same 
person,  but  of  this  we  cannot  be  cer- 
tain. The  generally  received  opinion  is 
that  they  were  not  the  same,  that  tho 
prophet  Malachi  was  a  native  of  Sapha; 
and  of  the  tribe  of  Zebnlon. 

EZRI-[Ez'-ri.] 

We  have  an  account  of  this  person 
in  1st  Ohrou.  xsvii :  28,  as  tho_  son  of 
Cherub,  and  an  officer  of  David,  who 
had  charge  of  those  who  were  in  the 
king's  employ  as  agriculturists  or  till- 
cl'h  of  the  ground. 

EZROM  or   HEJ5R0N— [LTez'.roD,] 
the  dart  of  joy,  division  of  tlic 

Ho  was  tho  son  of  Phnvetf,    and 
broueht  to  our  view  in  tlie  genealogy 
David,  as  given  in  Ruth,  iv:   18. 
the  genealogy  of  Christ,  as  given  by 
Matt,    i:    3,    tracing   the  lineage    of 
.Joseph  the  husband  of  Mary,  this  per- 
son is  referred  to,  and  also  in  the  gene- 
alogy of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Christ 
is  given  in  Luke,  iii :  33.     lie  was  hon- 
ored then  in  being  in  the  regular  line 
from  Adam  to  Christ. 

FELIX— [W-lix,]  happy,  pros- 
perous. 
Felix  was  a  deputy  for  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  government  of  Jndea, 
lie  enticed  Drusilla  to  leave  her  law- 
ful husband,  and  marry  him.  For  his 
history  and  operations  as  given  in  the 
"Acts  of  the  Apostles,''  see  Claudius 
Felix. 


FESTU8-rFc3'-tuB,J. 

Festus,  whose  name  is  ro rcms 
Fostus,  was  the  successor  of  Felix  ir. 
tho  government  of  Judea.  Acts: 
xxiv:  27.  And  an  account  is  given 
of  the  part  he  took  in  the  affairs  of 


Paul.  This  apostle  had  been  two 
years  a  prisoner,  and  Felix,  contrary 
to  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Jews, 
who  wcro  persecuting  the  apostle, 
would  not  condemn  hiin,  though 
"willing  to  show  the  Jews  a  pleasure, 
he  left  Paul  bound."  When  Fcstus 
first  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  pome  of  tho 

Srincipa!  Jews  applied  to  him  to  eon- 
enm  Paul,  but  he  would  not  without  a 
hearing.  He  told  them  that  the  Eo- 
■  did  not  condemn  a  man  until 
.,  heard  his  defense.  They  desired 
Paul  to  be  broivght  from  Cesarea  to 
Jerusalem,  under  tho  pretense  of  try- 
ing him,  but  their  intention  was  to 
murder  him  on  the  way.  Festus  re- 
jected their  request,  and  told  them 
that  he  would  return  to  Cesarea  in  a 
few  days,  and  he  invited  them  to  go 
clown  with  him.  and  lay  in  their 
charges  against  Paul  and  prove  them, 
if  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  so; 
and  if  he  was  guilty  of  wickedness, 
he  should  be  punished.  Accordingly 
in  ten  days  after  his  arrival  at  Jerusa- 
lem, ho  returned  to  Cesarea,  and 
Paul's  accusers  attended  him.  Tho 
day  after  his  arrival,  ho  sat  upon  the 
judgment-seat,  and  commanded  Paul 
to  be  brought,  andhis  enemies  brought 
against  him  their  charges.  "They 
laid  many  and  grevious  complaints, 
which  they  were  unable  to  prove, 
From  the  defense  that  the  prisoner 
made,  we  judge  that  they  accused  him 
of  breaking  tho  law,  of  defiling  tho 
temple,  and  of  treason  against  Cesar, 
and  his  government;  for  Paul  say;;, 
Acts,  sxy:  8:  "Neither  against  tho 
law  of  the  Jews,  neither  against  the 
the  temple,  nor  yet  against  Cesar  have 
I  offended  anything  at  all."  Festus, 
with  a  desire  to  please  the  Jews,  made 
a  proposition  to  Paul  to  go  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  be  judged  before  him  there. 
Ho  may  have  been  bribed  by  the  Jews 
to  change  the  place  of  tho  trial,  but 
he  knew  he  could  not  do  it  without 
Paul's  consent,  as  he  was  a  Roman 
citizen;  therefore  he  asked  him,  "Wilt 
thou  go  to  Jerusalem?"  The  apostle 
answered  that  he  was  already  at 
Cesar's  judgment-seat,  where  he  ought 
to  be  judged,  being  a  freeman  of 
Rome.  lie  plead  against  the  change, 
and  his  plea  was  successful.  Paul 
demanded  that  he  either  be  tried 
there  at  Cesarea,  or  be  taken  to  Rome, 
and  tried  before  Cesar.    Fostus  prob- 
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ably  explained  to  the  council,  that 
Paul  had  a  rigli  t,  as  a  llonian  prisoner, 
to  demand  his  trial  there,  or  at  Home, 
and  after  his  consultation  with  them 
as  to  which  they  would  prefer,  and 
they  choosing  to  have  him  tried  at 
Home,  he  said  to  Paul,  "Hast  thou 
appealed  unto  Cesar?  Unto  Cesar 
shalt  thou  go." 

Sot  long  after  this,  King  Agrippa 
and  Berniee,  his  sister,  came  to  Ceearea 
to  salute  Festus ;  and  as  Festus  was 
declaring  the  case  of  Paul  the  prisoner 
unto  him,  and  how  it  met  him  at  Jeru- 
salem upon  his  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office,  Agrippa  expressed  a  wish 
to  hear  him  himself.  He  reported  to 
Agrippa  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
disposed  of  the  case,  giving  him  at 
some  length  an  account  of  the  trial  be- 
fore him;  and  he  informed  Agrippa 
that  as  the  prisoner  had  appealed  to 
Cesar,  ho  had  entertained  the  appeal, 
and  was  waiting  a  favorable  oppoitun- 
iiy  to  send  him  to  Komc.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  wish  of  the  young  king, 
the  nest  day  Eestus  had  Paul  brought 
out  for  a  hearing,  and  he  answers-  for 
himself  before  Agrippa.  Acts,  xxvL 
Festus  seems  to  have  had  it  in  view  to 
gather  from  the  defense  the  apostle  was 
to  make  befora  Agrippa,  some  facts 
from  which  lie  could  make  out  more 
clearly  and  distinctly  a  case  to  the  em- 
peror, lie  seems  to  have  listened  very 
attentively  to  the  prisoner  as  he  stands 
before  Agrippa  and  makes  his  noblo 
defense.  He  notices  the  compliment 
paid  to  tho  lung,  followed  with  an  ac- 
count of  his  education  from  his  youlh 
up.  Ho  listens  to  the  defendant  as  he 
refers  to  his  persecutions,  and  the  rea- 
son lio  gives  why  the  Jews  had  thus 
persecuted  him,  viz.  ;  for  maintaining 
the  hope  of  the  resurrection.  Paul 
(rivea  an  account  of  his  persecution  of 
Christiana  previous  to  his  conversion. 
Ho  speaks  of  his  miraculous  conversion 
and  Ida  call  to  tho  ministry ;  of  his 
obedience  to  that  call,  and  of  his  ~— 
cess  in  preaching  Christ  crucified. 

Festus  becomes  so  intensely  interested 
as  the  prisoner  proceeded  in  his  de- 
fense, and  excited  by  the  manner  and 
matter  of  it,  that  he  interrupted  him  ; 
and,  as  we  mayjudgc  from  tfio  account, 
became  greatly  moved,  for  lie  cried  out 
with  "  a  loud  voice,  Paul,  thou  art  he 
side  thyself;  much  learning  hath  rnadi 
thee  mad."    Paul  modestly,  yet  with 


id  sense  and  discretion,  answered 
nun,  "  I  am  not  mad,  most  noblo  Fes- 
tus, but  speak  forth  the  words  of  truth 
and  Kobci-noss. "  Festus  maybe-excused 
for  supposing  the  prisoner  was  de- 
ranged ;  for  no  being  a  heathen,  wag 
ignorant  of  those  things  of  which  he 
had  spoken;  but  ho  certainly  roust 
have  considered  Paul's  answer  well- 
timed  and  sensible.  It  did  not  increase 
his  convictions  of  tho  prisoner  laboring 
under  menial  ilei'nngcment. 

Not  long  after  this  Festus  sent  him 
to  Home  under  the  charge  of  Julius,  a 
centurion  of  Augustus'  band;  and  al- 
though tho  vessel  in  which  he  sailed 
was  completely  wracked  in  the  Adriatic 
sea,  yet  from  the  island  of  Melita,  after 
tarrying  there  throe  months,  he  was 
taken  by  Julius,  in  a  ship  of  Alexan- 
dria, to  Home.  Acts,  xxvii  and  xxviii. 
as  a  governor,  was  very  ac- 

.:p pressing   and   breaking    up 

bands  of  robbers  and  assassins  in  judea, 
and  we  arc  told  that  ho  also  suppressed 
a  magician,  that  drew  a  great  many 
■icople  after  him,  and  was  doing  great 
■  arm.  Jewish  historians  tell  us  that 
i'estus  died  after  filling  the  office  two 
years  and  performing  its  duties,  and 
lliat  he  was  succeeded  by  Albums. 

POKTHNATUa—  [For-tr-na'-tus,] 
li-Ol'P;!.  prosprrons. 
I'oiii'uNATUP.  i-s  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  Stephanas,  in  1st  Cor. 
svi:  17,  as  a  messenger  from  the 
church  of  Corinth  to  the  apostle  Paul, 
who  was  at  Ephcsus.  FoL'tuna.tus  was 
one  of  the  first  converts  to  christiauity 
in  Achaia,  and  hence  a  proper  person 
to  bo  the  hearer  of  a  letter  from  the 
church  to  the  apostle.  The  occasion 
of  his  being  sent  was  to  acquaint  Paul 
with  the  condition  of  the  churches  at 
Corinth.  The  apostle  honors  Fortn- 
natus  and  his  companion  for  tho  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duty  in  the  de- 
livering of  the  message,  and  declares 
h  i  hi  s  o  1  f  to  be  greatly  refreshed  in 
spirit.  He  bids  the  church  respect 
them,  "  For  they  have  refreshed  my 
spirit  a.nd  yours;  therefore  acknow- 
ledge ye  them  that  are  such." 

GAAL— [Ga';al,]  contempt,  or  an 
abomination. 
GaAL  was  the  son  of  Ebed,  and  is 
brought  to  our  view  with  his  conspiracy 


agaln.st  Abimelech;  in  Judges,  is. 
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was  probably  a  Canaanite,  and  possibly 
a  descendant  of  llamor,  the  ancient 
king  of'  Sheehom.  Abimeleeh  had  mur- 
dered all  his  father's  sons,  save  Jotham, 
and  was  made  king  ly  the  men  of 
Sheohem. 

But  it  was  not  long  until  they  became 
dissatisfied  with  Abimeleeh,  for  in  about 
three  years  they  began  to  deal  treach- 
erously with  him,  and  they  laid  plans 
to  destroy  his  life.  Gaal  observed  the 
dislike,  and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  in- 
crease it,  he  went  over  ami  dwell,  awhile 
with  them.  Ho  succeeded.  The  dis- 
sension increased,  and  he  caused  (be 
men  of  Sheohem  to  commit  depreda- 
tions in  the  adjacent  fields  and  vine- 
yards. And  in  the  midst  of  their  rav- 
aging and  carousing,  they  cursed  Abim- 
eleeh. Gaal  endeavored  to  excite  them 
against  him  by  asking  who  is  Abime- 
leeh? and  intimating  that  he  was  a  silly 
fellow  and  unworthy  of  rule  and  au- 
thority among  them.  He  urged  them 
to  go  in  with  him  to  make  some  do 
scendant  of  llamor,  the  father  a  n  d 
founder  of  the  eity,  their  king.  Gaal 
expressed  a  wish  that  he  were  captain, 
or  leader  of  the  people,  and  ho  would 
soon  dethrone  Aliimelech  and  "as  he 
expressed  this  wish"  bo  challenged 
Abimeleeh  to  come  out  and  meet  him. 
Zebnl,  the  deputy,  heard  the  words 
of  Gaal,  and  reported  them  to  Abime. 
leeh,  so  that  the  nest  morning  he  came 
out  with  an  army  and  appeared  on  the 
top  of  an  adjacent  hill.  Gaal  saw  them 
and  talked  with  Zebul,  Abimeleeh' f 
deputy,  regarding  them.  Zebul  dis- 
sembled by  saying,  "thou  secst  the 
shadow  of  the  mountains  as  if  they 
were  men."  Aud  bo  upbraided  Gaal 
who  bad  so  recently  boasted  of  his  su- 
perior ability,  aud  urged  him  to  go  out 
:iadfhlitwii:h  Abimeleeh.  And  be  did 
so,  and  was  defeated.  "Abimeleci 
chased  him  and  he  fled  before  him,  and 
many  were  overthrown  and  wounded," 
It  seems  that  he  rushed  with  his  re. 
maining  men  into  the  city  thereby  ac- 
knowledging himself  conquered.  But 
Zebul  would  not  allow  them  to  remain 
there,  but  thrust  them  out  of  the  city 
of  Sheohem,  What  became  of  Gaal 
after  thi:-^  we  arc  unable  l.o  toll. 

GABRIEL— [Ga'-bri-cl,]  a  man  of 
God,  God's  strength. 

C-ABiti.Ei.  was  ii,  noted  ang 
living  God.     We  bave  an  account  of 


his  appearing  unto  Daniel  the  prophet. 

Hid  giving  him  in  form  at  ion  of  the 
:>t:-v!!tiiy  prophetic  week;;  or  four  hund- 
red and  ninety  natural  years  which 
should  elapse  from  the  date  of  the 
edict  to  go  forth  and  rebuild  Jcrusa- 
1  m  and  the  toinple.,  to  the  death  of 

Messiah  the  Prince,  in  Dan.  is :  20-27. 

Gabriel  was  the  ain.'ol  who  appeared 

i  the  form,  of  a.  man  at  different,  tinier 
to  Daniel  and  gave  him  important  in- 
formation. In  the  seventh  chapter 
this  angel  deciphers  the  hieroglyphics 
that  represent  iu  Daniel's  vision  the 
four  great  empires  that  should  succeed 
each  other.  He  is,  in  all  probability, 
(be  messenger  that  God  sent  to  con- 
front aud  confound  the  Persian  prince 
for  flirec  weeks,  and  who  then  comes 
to  the  prophet  to  give  him  an  under- 
landiii™  of  wbat  shall  befall  the  Jews 

n  the  latter  days.  Dan.  x:  13-20. 
And  we  may  suppose  that  it  was  Ga- 
briel that  gave  Daniel  the  important 
instructions  that  are  recorded  in  the 
12th  chapter,  supposed  to  be  in  refer  - 

lcc  to  the  genera!  resurrection. 

It  was  Gabriel  that  appeared  unto 
Zaeharias  and  informed  him  of  the 
birth  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  of  his 
character  and  work.  The  good  man 
aw  the  angel  and  was  afraid,  Gabriel 
dlayed  his  fears,  and  assured  him  that 
ds  announcement  might  he  relied 
ram.  Notwithstanding  his  age  and 
the  age  of  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  they 
should  surely  bo  blessed  with  a  sou, 
and  his  name  should-bc  called  John. 
They,  as  his  parents,  should  have  joy 
and  gladness,  and  many  of  the  people 
of  Israel  should  rejoice  at  his  birth. 
lie  assured  him  that  their  son  should 
be  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and 
should  drink  neither  wine  nor  strong 
drink,  aud  should  bo  filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  even  from  bis  mother's 
womb.  And  as  though  that  was  not 
enough  fully  to  satisfy  the  priest  Zach- 
arias,  he  announced  his  name  as  Ga- 
briel, and  his  position  among  the 
angels  "that  stand  in  the  presenco  of 
God."  And  he  further  declared  his 
special  embassy  from  the  King  Eter- 
nal, to  be  to  make  known  these  glad 
tidings.  He  then  informed  Zaeharias 
that  he  should  be  dumb  until  these 
things  wore  accomplished,  which 
came  to  pass. 

Six  months  after  Zaeharias  was  in- 
formed of  the  birth  of  John,  the  angel 
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Gabriel  appeared  unto  Mary,  and  in- 
formed her  of  the  honor  that  G  od  had 
conferred  upon  her,  in  selecting  her  as 
the  mother  of  the  world's  Redeemer. 
She  was  informed  by  the  angel  of  her 
conception,  and  of  the  coming  birth 
of  Messiah,  and  then  the  angel  told 
her  Elizabeth,  her  cousin,  had 
conceived  in  her  old  age.  Mary 
seemed  to  credit  the  information  thus 
given  her  by  Gabriel  regarding  her- 
self and  beT  cousin.  The  same  angel 
appeared  unto  Joseph,  the  husband  of 
Mary,  and  bade  him  retain  his  wife. 
Afterwards  he  appeared  unto  Joseph, 
and  bade  him  flee  into  Egypt,  and  re- 
main there  until  Herod  was  dead, 
And  when  Herod  was  dead  the  angel 
informed  Joseph  that  ho  was  dead, 
and  bade  him  go  back  into  the  land 
of  Israel  with  the  young  child  and  his 
mother.    Luke,  i.,  and  Matt.  n. 

GAD,  1— A  troop. 

Gad  was  the  son  of  Zilpah  the 
handmaid  of  Leah,  and  as  the  son  of 
Jacob  he  was  the  bead  of  one  of  the 
twelve  tribes.  Gad  had  seven  sons, 
who  were  all  fathers  or  heads  of  nu- 
merous families.  Their  names  and 
the  number  of  their  families  arc  given 
in  Gen.  xlvi:  16,  and  in  Num.  ; 
15, 18.  When  the  tribe  of  Gad 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  under  their 
prince  Eliasaph,  the  son  of  Deual,  it 
numbered  forty-five  thousand  sis  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  but  in  the  wilderness  it 
was  reduced  five  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  This  tribe  was  repre- 
sented among  the  spies  Moses  sent 
over  to  view  the  promised  land,  by 
Geuel  the  son  of  Machi.  Num.  xiii ; 
16,  We  have  an  account  in  Num. 
xxxii,  of  their  petitioning  for  an  inher- 
itance on  the  east  side  of  the  Jordan, 
and  they  obtained  it,  as  did  also  the 
Renbenites  who  petitioned  at  the  same 
time.  This  tribe  have  its  part  in  the 
wars  by  which  the  country  west  of  the 
Jordan  was  conquered.  "They  were 
engaged  in  the  war  about  seven  years 
when  they  retired  to  their  inheritance 
and  houses,  as  we  learn  from  Josh. 
xxii.  There  is  an  iuieroHtiug  account. 
given  in  1st  Chron.  xii :  8;  17,  of  eleven 
of  the  captains  of  this  tribe  who 
visited  David  when  in  the  hold  '     " 


\   hi*   defense   against 


Saul,  who  sought  his  life.  Thcycamc 
to  him  from  their  owu  inheritance 
of  the  river,  and  performed  the 
of  swimming  the  Jordan  when 
swollen  to  its  upper  banks,  and  they 
put  to  flight  several  persons  of  the 
enemy  of  Israel  in  their  Tout.  And 
when  David  was  made  king  in  the 
stead  of  Haul,  who  was  killed  at  Mt. 
Gilhoc,  many  of  the  tribe  of  Gad 
resorted  to  him  and  joined  in  the  cor- 
onation ceremonies. 

GAD,  2—^1  troop. 

Gad  was  a  prophet  who  was  with 
David  when  ho  was  being  persecuted 
by  Saul.  Ho  had  fled  to  tho  cave  of 
Adullam,  and  was  joined  by  four  hun- 
dred men  who  placed  themselves  un- 
der him.  The  prophet  Gad  came  to 
David,  and  advised  that  ho  leave  his 
hold  and  go  to  the  forests  of  Hareth, 
which  he  did.  As  this  prophet  was 
with  David  before  he  was  established 
on  the  throne,  so  he  was  afterwards, 
and  we  find  him  standing  before  the1 
king  of  Israel  late  in  his  reign,  when 
he  had  sinned  against  God  in  number- 
ing Israel,  and  ho  charges  the  sin  up- 
onhim  and  declares  that  punishment 
awaits  him.  Under  the  divine  direc- 
tion the  prophet  Gad  bade  David 
make  choice  between  three  plagues 
—famine,  pestilence  or  war.  David, 
with  deep  feeling  for  his  sin,  made  the 
choice,  and  the  plague  fell  upon  him 
and  his  people. 

And  as  the  destroying  angel  stood 
by  the  threshing  floor  of  Oman  the 
Jebusite,  Gad  was  commissioned  to 
say  to  David,  "r.ctupan  altar  in  the 
floor  of  Oman  the  Jebusite."  David' 
obeyed  — purchasing  the  iloor  of  its 
owner,  he  made  the  altar,  and  offered 
sacrifice  and  the  plague  was  stayed. 
It  would  seem  from  1st  Chron.  xxix  : 
29,  that  the  prophet  Gad  wrote  a  his- 
tory of  David's  life,  and  certainly  he 
was  well  qualified  to  do  it.  As  he 
was  with  David  in  Moab  beforo  he 
was  king,  and  had  probably  been  with 
him  all  through  his  reign  as  the  king 
of  Israel,  contemporary  with  Samuel 
who  annointed  him,  and  with  Nathan 
who  miniis tared  to  him  in  his  last  hours. 


GADDI-i&d-.rt.v  J  i, 

troop,  a  hid. 

Gapdi  was  the  son  of  Susi,  of  the 

tribe  of  Manasseh,  and  was  selected  by 
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Moses  as  one  of  the  twelve  spies  to 
search  out  and  examine  the  nature  and 
state  of  the  land  of  Canaan.     Numbers, 


GADDIK  T--[Gad'-di-el,]  goat  of 
(kid.  the  Lord  is  my  army. 
Was  the  son  of  Lodi,  of  the  tribe 
Zebulun,  and  was  selected  by  Moses  as 
one  of  the  spies  to  search  out  and  cx- 
limine  the  nature  and  stale  of  the  land 
Canaan.     Num.  xiii:  10. 

GAITTS—  [Ga'-yus,l  Lord,  or  an 
earthly  man. 
Gaius  was  a  noted  Christian  of  the 
apostolic  age,  who  abode,  we  arc  in- 
formed, at  Corinth.  He  was  one  of  the 
two  converts  of  St.  Paul  whom  Paul 
baptized  himself.  1st  Cor.  i:  14.  "I 
thank  God  that  I  baptized  none  of  you 
but  Crispus  and  Gaius."  The  apostle 
St.  Paul  wrote  J: is  epistle  to  the 
Romans  from  Corinth,  and  was  dwelling 
at  the  time  ho  wrote  it  with  Gaius,  and 
the  apostle  sends  the  salutations  of 
Gaius  his  host  to  the  Church  at  Roma 
Rom.  xvi:  23.  From  Acts,  six:  29, 
we  learn  that  Gaius  with  Aristarchus 
had  accompanied  Paul  to  E|>hcsus,  and 
he  was  severely  persecuted  by  the  mob 
that  was  raised  there  ;  they  were  drag- 
ged to  tho  theatre  and  threatened,  but 
were  not  severely  injured.  He  is  called 
rn  the  nest  chapter,  Gaius  of  Derbe,  for 
wo  suppose  it  to  be  the  same  person,  but 
why  no  is  thus  designated  we  cannot 
tell.  The  apostle  St.  John,  directs  his 
third  Epistle  to  Gaius,  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  church  and  dearly  loved  by 
the  apostle.  It  may  be  the  same  per- 
son referred  to  above,  for  certainly  the 
same  virtues  are  referred  to  that  were 
'     ho  "host"  of  St.  Paul. 


GALLIO— ]Gal'-lio,]  he  that  sacks  or 
Hoc;  i.q'tm  milk. 
Gallio  was  the  brother  of  Sei 
the  famed  moralist  and  philosopher. 
He  is  said  to  havo  changed  his  name  in 
honor  of  h  i  s  adopted  father,  from 
Novatus  to  Gallio,  which  was  the  fath- 

He  was  deputy  or  governor  of  Aehaia 
under  the  Emperors  Claudius  and 
Nero.  It  was  the  latter  Emperor  who 
put  him  and  his  brother  to  death. 

Tho  Jews  were  greatly  enraged  at  the 
apostle  Paul  for  converting  many  Gen- 
'  tiles.      The    Corinthians    heard    him 


preach  and  were  brought  to  Christ; 
they  becamo  Christians,  and  the  Jews 
became  so  embittered  and  mad  that  tlicy 
dragged  the  apostle  before  Gallio,  and 
arraigned  him  at  his  tribunal,  under  tho 
charge  of  teaching  men  to  worship  God 
contrary  to  the  Roman  law.  Paul  was 
about  to  speak  for  himself,  when  Gallio 
dismissed  the  case.  Ho  told  the  Jews 
that  if  their  charges  had  been  of  a 
criminal  nature,  he  would  have  given 
them  a  hearing ;  but  since  they  pertain- 
ed to  matters  of  their  law,  lie  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  He  ordered 
1 '  —    out    of    his    presence.      Some 

n  Jews  probably   taking  license 

from  the  temper  and  action  of  Gallio  in 
this  ease,  took  Sos then c?,  the  ruler  of 
the  synagogue,  and  beat  him  before  the 
tribunal,  but  ho  did  not  concern  himself 
at  all  about  it.  His  carelessness  in  this 
matter  has  placed  his  namo  in  a  re- 
proachful proverb.  A  man  regardless 
of  all  piety,  is  called  "  a  Gallio,"  and 
'<],  "Gallio-liko  to  care  for  none  of 

i  things."    The  above  account  is 

recorded  in  Aotp,  xviii:  12-17. 

GAMALIEL,  l-[Ga-ma'-le-el,]  rec- 
ompense of  God. 

Gamaliel  was  a  prince  of  the  tribe 
ef  Maiiasseh,  numbered  among  the 
princes  as  they  prepared  under  Moses 
for  their  exit  from  tho  land  of  Egypt. 

me  and  position,  is  given  in  Num- 
:  10. 

GAJIALIKL,  2 — lltxtmipcnm  of  God. 

Gamaliel  was  a  celebrated  Rabbi 
and  doctor  of  the  Jewish  law.  He  was 
a  Pharisee,  at  whoso  feet  the  young 
Pharisee,  Saul  of  Tarsus,  was  brought 
up,  and  by  whom  "ho  was  taught  ac- 
cording to  the  perfect  manner  of  the 
fathers."  It  is  thought  that  Barnabas 
and  Stephen  wctc  also  pupils  of  Gama- 
liel. It  is  very  likely  that  the  first 
named  was  an  intimate  friend  and  as- 
sociate of  Saul,  hut  converted  before 
him.  When  Saul  went  from  Damascus 
to  Jerusalem,  Barnabas  received  him 
and  introduced  him  to  his  brother 
apostles. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, and  the  astonishing  display  of 
divine  power,  that  the  Jewish  Sanhe- 
drim began  to  bo  alarmed  at  the  pro- 
gress of  the  gospel,  and  they  desired  to 
put  the  preachers  of  this  new  doctrine 
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to  death,  in  the  hope  thereby  to  stop 
the  progress  of  tlio  cause.  They  ac- 
cordingly apprehended  the  apostles, 
and  brought  them  before  the  National 
Council,  of  which  this  man  was  a  mem- 
ber. Gamaliel  checked  (lie  council  in 
their  heat  and  earnestness  to  put  the 
apostles  to  death,  by  prudent  advice. 
He  had  the  arraigned  apostles  to  with- 
draw for  awhile  from  the  presence  of 
the  Sanhedrim.  f.l'iy(.  he  might  give  his 
counsel  without  their  hearing.  He  then 
told  the  council  that  if  these  men  were 
impostors,  the  fact  would  soon  be  dis- 
covered, and  they  could  be  brought  to 
justice,  while  their  cause  would  die. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
true  men,  and  their  cause  was  the  cause 
of  God,  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  at- 
tempt to  stop  it,  for  they  would  be  eon- 
tending  against  the  Almighty  which  was 
tho  height  of  folly.  The  council  saw  the 
wisdom  of  Gamaliel's  advice,  and 
changed  their  purpose  from  putting  the 
apostles  to  death  .to  mere  corporeal  pun- 
ishment. Acts,  v:  34,  &c.  If  the  Jew- 
ish Sanhedrim  really  believed  the  forged 
account  of  Christ's  oody  being  stolen  by 
liia  disciples,  Gamaliel,  as  one  of  them, 
would  not  have  talked  thus,  and  they 
would  not  have  listened  to  such  advice 
from  hinij  much  less  have  been  influ- 
enced by  it.  From  the  report  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  guarded  the  tomb, 
11  iey  know  full  well  Uiat  a  very  extraor- 
dinary circumstance  had  occurred.  It 
is  thought  by  some  that  Gamaliel  was 
the  son  of  the  famous  Kabbi  Hillel,  and 
the  uncle  of  Nicodemus,  who  was  in- 
structed by  Christ  regarding  the  great 
doctrine  of  regeneration  or  the  new 
birth.  He  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
president  of  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim  for 
about  thirty-two  years.  Whether  he 
was  president  or  not,  he  certainly  had  a 
very  considerable  influence  in  that 
council.    Acts,  v:  34-40. 

GAMUL— [Ga'-mul.] 

Gamut,  was  one  of  the  priests  ap- 
pointed by  David  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenty-four  courses.    His  lot 
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GASHMTJ,  on  GESHEB'I— [<V- 
shem.] 

There  is  a  person  of  this  name 
brought  to  our  view  frequently  in  the 
book  of  Nehemiah..  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  Sanballat  and  Tobiah 
against  Nehemiah  while  engaged  in 
building  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  He 
is  called  GeiJiom,  the  Arabian.  They 
despised  the  workers,  and  taunted 
them  while  at  their  labor.  Nehe- 
miah, ii:  19. 

Geshem  and  Sanballat  tried  to  se- 
cure the  attention  of  Nehemiah  and 
divert  him  from  his  purpose  and  la- 
bor ;  but  they  could  not,  even  by  craft. 
He  sent  a  messenger  to  them,  stating 
that  he  could  not  come.  The  work , 
in  which  he  was  engaged  was  a  great 
work,  and  he  could  not  think  of  let- 
ting it  stop.  "Why  should  the  work 
cease,  while  I  leave  it  and  come  down 
to  .you?" 

When  Sanballat.  and  Geshem  1'ound 
they  could  sot  succeed  in  getting  Ne- 
hemiah to  a  conference  with  them  in 
the  plain  of  Ono,  Geshem  charged 
him  with  intention  to  rebel  and  make 
himself  a  king.     Nch.  vi:  1-6. 

GATAM  — [Ga'-tam,]  their  lowing, 
their  touch. 

■the  son  of  Kliplia/,  and  the 
of  Esau.     Gen.  xxxvi:  11. 


GEBER—  [Ge'-ber.] 

He  was  the  father  of  one  of  the 
officers  who  were  appointed  by  Solo- 
mon to  provide  victuals  for  his  house- 
hold.   1st  Kings,  iv:  13. 

GEDALIAH,  1— The  greatness  of  the 

Gedaliaii  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Jcduthun,  and  when  the  lots  were 
east  and  the  singers  were  divided  into 
twenty-four  courses,  the  second  lot 
came  forth  to  him.     1st  Chronicles, 


GEDALIAH,  2— [Ged-a-rl'-ah,]  t.he 
greatness  of  the  Lord. 
Gedaliaii  was  tho  son  of  Ahikam, 
a  Jewish  prince.  He  was  made  a 
governor  over  the  poor  people  that 
were  left  in  the  land  of  Judah  by 
NcbiLchailiicK/.ar,  the  kiug^  of  Baby- 
lon. We  suppose  he  was  simply  made 
an  overseer,  or  appointed  to  regulato 
the  husbandmen.     As  the  overseer, 
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his  residence  was  at  Mizpah,  not  ver; 
far  from  Babylon,  and  where  lie  couh. 
easily  receive  the  instructions  that 
were  to  govern  him.  He  pledged  him- 
self in  the  moat  solemn  manner  to  the 
poor  Jews,  to  encourage,  protect  and 
defend  them — assured  them  if  they 
would  servo  the  ting  of  Babylon  it 
should  be  well  with  them.  Jeremiah 
the  prophet  and  Baruoh  went  to  Miz- 
pali and  placed  themselves  under  the 
charge  of  Gedaliah,  and  claimed  the 
protection  lie  offered,  and  a  great 
many  Jews  who  fled  into  tlio  land  of 
Moab  and  Amnion  came  back.  Brialis, 
the  king' of  the  Ammonite:;,  instigated 
Iskinacl  the  son  of  Nethaniah  to 
unurdcr  Gedaliah,  and  he  set  himself 
about  the  work.  He  came  to  Mizpah 
with  ten  men,  accomplices  in  the 
work  of  death.  Gedaliah  was  in- 
formed by  Johanan  of  the  intention 
of  Ishmaol,  hut  ho  would  not  believe 
it;  hence  took  no  precaution  to  save 
his  life.  He  invited  the  party  to  an 
entertainment,  and  m  the  midst  of  the 
feast  they  murdered  him.  The  Jews 
that  were-  under  him  at  Mizpali  were 
alarmed  lest  the  king  of  Babylon 
should  eharge  the  murder  of  Geda- 
liah. upon  them,  and  they  ned  into 
Egypt,  notwithstanding  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  tried  to  pacify  them,  h'or 
the  account  of  the  prince  Gedaliah 
and  his  position  as  a  ruler,  and  his 
murder  by  Ishmacl,  etc.,  see  2d  Kings 
xxv. ;     Jer.  si :  xli :  xlii. 

GEHAZI— [Go-ha'-zi.l  &e  valley  of 

Gehazi  was  thu  servant  of  the 
prophet  Elijiha  for  several  years ;  and 
it  is  thought  by  some  that  lie  was  Eli- 
jah's servant  before  Elisha  was  called 
to  be  a  prophet.  Of  this  there  is  no 
certainty,  for  the  first  time  we  hear 
uf  Geliazi  is  at  llie  house- of  the  Shu- 
namite.wbcn  Eliflia  bids  him  call' her 
for  a  conference-  as  to  how  she  desired 
to  be  compensated  for  her  kindness 
and  hospitality  to  him. 

When  the  Shunamite  woman's  son 
died  she  made  ready  and  went  to 
Carmel,  where  Elisha  was  to  inform 
him  of  hov  bereavement  and  sorrow 
and  urge  him  to  come  to-  her  house. 
Elisha  saw  her  eomiugin  the  distance,, 
and,  recognizing  her  he  bade  Gehazi 
run  and  meet  her,  and  inquire  of  her: 
"  Is  it  well  with  thee  1  Is  it  well  with 


thy  husband?  I3  it  well  with  the 
ehild?"  He  obeyed  the  prophet  and 
received  her  answer:     "Itia  well." 

When  she-  came  to  Elisha,  and,  in 
her  sorrow,  caught  him  by  the  feet, 
Gchaui  approached  to  thrust  her  away 
and  would  have  done  so,  had  not  Eli- 
sha stopped  him.  As  soon  as  she  told 
her  trouble,  Elisha  sent  Gehazi,  with 
his  staff,  to  her  house,  and  bade  him, 
lay  it  upon  the  face  of  the  child,  and 
he  did  so,  but  with  no  visible  effect. 
When  his  master  arrived'  he  told  him 
"the  child  is  not  awaked."  Elisha 
restored  the- child  to  life,  and  Gehazi 
called  the  tihu.ui.ui  Lite  to- take  him. 

When  Naamau,  the  Assyrian,  was 
healed  of  his  leprosy  and  returned 
from  the  Jordan,  he  offered  the 
prophet  money,  but  he  refused  it. 
Gehazi  had  a  love  of  money,  and 

S 'elded  to  a  temptation  to  run  after 
aaman  and- demand  it,  noi/wii.Ustand- 
ing  his  master  had  refused  it.  Ho 
demanded  it  and  secured  a  large 
amount — two  talents  of  silver.  He- 
only  asked  for  one  talent,  but  Naa- 
mau gave  him  two.  An  soon  as  the 
servants  of  Naanianr  that  carried  it 
were  dismissed  Gehazi  hid  the  money 
and  wont  into  the  presence  of  Eiisha, 
who  asked  Lira:  "Whence  eomest 
thou?"  With  a  lie  he  answered:: 
"  Thy  servant  went  no  wither."  Eli- 
sha then  informed  him  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  his  recent  move- 
ments; that  the  prophetic  spirit  in 
him  had  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  whole  affair,  and  with  his  inten- 
tions when  he  procured  tho  money, 
viz:  to  set  up  a  splendid  establish- 
ment; to  have  men  and  maid-serv- 
ants, olive  yards  and  vineyards,  and 
sheep  and  oxen.  He  rebuked  him 
for  his  covetousness,  and  assured  him 
that  the  leprosy  of  Haaman  should 
cleave  unto-  him  .and  unto  his  seed 
forever.  And  the  leprosy  did  cleave 
unto  him  at  ©nce,for  he  retired  from 
the  presence  of  Elisha  a  "leper  as 
white  lw  snow."    2d  Kings,  v. 

Gehazi  was  punished  very  severely, 
but  the  sin  that  he  committed  was 
very  heinous,  actuated  bj[  the  princi- 
ple of  covetousness,  and  indulging  in 
pride  and  vanity.  He  would  become 
a  great  man.  Me  lied  in  order  to  im- 
pose upon  Naaman,  and  in  effect  com- 
mitted theft.  He_  had  asked  for  the 
silver  and  t 
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from  Naaman,  for  Elisha,  but  in- 
tended to  appropriate  them  to  him- 
"";  and  he  closed  the  infamous  acta 


About  six  years  after,  this  3ame 
Gehazi  confers  with  Jehoram,  a  king 
of  Israel,  concerning  Sjlisha's  miracle. 

The  Shunaniite  woman  had  so- 
journed in  the  land  of  the  Philistines 
during  the  famine.  She  solicits  the' 
ting  to  .give  her  land  hack.  Gehazi' 
x;ertinod  that  she  was  the  woman; 
whose  son  was  restored  to  life,  and: 
flic  kin?  answered  her  petition.  2d 
King.:),  viii :  1-tt- 

GEMALLI- IGwnsF-lL] 

Gemalli  was  the  father  of  Ammiel, 
'mho  represented  the  tribe  of  Dan  among 
the  spies  sentoutby  Moses.     Numbers, 


CKMA11LVL1,  J-fOm-a-ri'-ah.] 

Gejiariah  waa  the  son  of  Shaphan, 
the  scribe,  and  father  of  Micaiah.  He 
was  one  of  the  princes  of  Judah,  and 
had  an  apartment  in  the  bonsc  of  the 
Lord,  and  Earned  was  in  this  room 
when  he  read  the  alarming  prophecies 
5n  the  ears  of  the  people  icfcrred  te  in 

GEMARIAH,  2. 

Gesiariati,  the  son  of  Hills iah,  was  a 
messenger  from  Jeremiah  to  the  -captive 
Jews,  and  the  hearer  of  a  letter  from 
that  prophet.    Jer.  xsix. 

GENUBATH— [Gen'-u-bath,]  theft, 

grn-dEn.wproinv.ium  of  thadiMigh- 

Genttbaxh  was  the  ron  of  Hadad  by 
an  Egyptian  princess,  the  sister  of  Tah- 
penos,  the  wife  of  Pharooh,  who  was 
governing  in  Egypt  during  the  reign  of 
Solomon.     1st  Kings,  xi :  20. 

GERA— .[Ge'-rah,]  pilgrimage,  dis- 
pttie. 

Getsa  was  one  of  the  sons  of  lienja- 
snio,  and  is  numbered  with  the  family 
of  Jacob  who  went  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.  ilvl:  23. 

GEB8HOM— [Ger/sitomJ  a  stranger 

Gersiiom  was  the  son  of  Moses  and 
Zipporah,  his  Midianitish  wife.  The 
account  of  his  bir&  13  .given  in  Ex.  ii 


where  it  is  said  the  reason  Mo;--cs 
c  him  that  name  was,  "I  have 
__jn  an  alien  in  a  strange  land."  Ger- 
ahom  was  the  elder  .of  the  two  sons 
of  Moses,  we  judge  from  the  fact  that 
the  birth  of  Eleaaer  is  not  yet  an- 
nounced, and  where  the  two  sons  are 
mentioned,  his  name  occurs  first.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  and  his  family 
his  brother  Elcazer  and  his 
_..  ly  were  united  with  the  Ger- 
shenitesand  bail  the  employment  of 
taking  cmtc  of  the  tabernacle  and  the 
tent.  Num.  iii ;  21-26.  They  served 
at  the  tabernacle  and  were  appointed 
te  carry  burdens.    Num.  iv :  21-28. 


Geesiion  was  the  eldest  son  nf 
Levi,  and  prince  of  one  .of  tho  -exten- 
sive families -of  the  Levites.  At  the 
time  tho  -children  of  Israel  left  the 
land  of  Egypt  the  GersJionrtea  num- 
bered seven  thousand  five  hundred 
males,  of  which  number  there  were 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty 
that  were  fit  for  service.  Eh'asaph, 
the  son  of  Lael,  was  chief  .of  tho 
family.  They  bad  their  position  as 
Levites  at  the  west  end  of  tho  tabor- 
nacle  and  their  appointed  work  was  to 
■carry  thevails  andcurtains  as -ordered 
'by  Ithamnr  tl;e  son  of  Aaron.  Num. 
iii:  21-25,  and  iv:  24-28. 

When  the  Israelites -entered  Canaan 
and  the  land  was  divided  among  these, 
the  family  of  the  G-erahonites  had 
thirteen  cities  assigned  them.  They 
are  referred  to  in . Joslma  xxi :  27-33, 
as  .also  in  IsfcChron.  vi:  71-76.  This 
family  continued  to  bo  an  important 
family  for  many  ages.  It  was  divided 
into  two  parts  or  branches,  Laadan 
was  at  the  bead  of  one,  andShinei  at 
the  head  of  the  other.  We  have  an 
account  of  them  and  their  importance 
iii  the  days  of  David;  and  some  of 
them  arc  reported  as  overseers  of  the 
treasuries  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
SeelntClivon.  xxiii:7, 11;  andxxvi: 
21,22, 

GETHEB—  [Ge'-ther,]  the  vah  of 

Getiiek  was  the  son  of  Aram  and 
tho  graudson  of  Shem.  and  is  referred 
to  in  the  posterity  of  Shem.     Gen.  x: 
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GEUEL— [Go-ii'-el.] 

Geuel,  tlic  sou  of  Maebi,  of  the 
tribes  of  Gad.  He  was  selected  by 
Moses  as  one  of  the  twelve  spies  to 
search  out  and  examine  the  nature  and 
state  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Num. 
jciii:  15. 

GIDD  ALTI— [Gzd  -dal'-tO 

Giddalti  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Heman,  and  when  the  lots  wore  cast, 
and  the  singers  were  divided  into 
twenty-four  courses,  the  two-and- 
twentioth  lot  oame  to  him.    1st  Chron. 


GIDEON— [Gid'-e-on,J  he  Mat  breaks 
or  bruises. 
Gideon  was  the  son  of  Joash,  who 
belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  and 
was  of  the  city  ef  Ophrah.  Gideon  is 
the  same  with  Jernbbabel,  the  seventh 
judge  of  Israel.  He  was  called,  under 
very  extraordinary  cireum stances,  to  do- 
liver  Israel  from  the  Midianites,  who 
had  sorely  oppressed  them  fur  seven 
years.  The  enemy  had  devoured  the 
crops  of  the  Israelites,  and  seized  and 
taken  away  their  cattle,  and  impover- 
ished them  greatly.  They  became 
deeply  affected  and  cried  unto  the  Lord 
for  deliverance.  The  Lord  sent  a  pro- 
phet unto  them  to  tell  them  why  this 
evil  had  come  upon  them,  viz;  "ye 
have  not  obeyed  my  voice."  But  the 
Lord  had  meroy  upon  them,  and  sent 
an  angel  unto  Ophrah  to  confer  wilh 
Gideon  who  was  engaged  in  threshing 
wheat,  and  the  heavenly  visitant  lot 
him  know  that  he  was  selected  to  de- 
liver his  people.  Tims  we  observe  a 
call  made  upon  one  in  agricultural' life 
to  become  the  general  of  an  army,  and 
the  deliverer  of  bis  people.  We  may 
suppose  from  what  the  angel  said  to 
him,  he  bad  performed  some  feats  that 
exhibited  his  courage  and  personal 
powers.  What  those  feats  were,  we 
are  not  informed,  but  the  angel  says, 
"the  Lord  is  with  thee,  thou  mighty 
man  of  valor."  Probably  the  thrilling 
circumstances  that  had  occurred  in  the 
life  of  Gideon,  that  made  him  a  mighty 
man  of  valor,  were  known  to  his  coun- 
trymen, and  would  tend  to  excite  confi- 
dence in  him  as  their  deliverer.  Gideon 
heard  the  charge  given  him  by  the  an- 
gel, but  he  ventured  what  seems  to  be 
sni  objection,  "My  family  is  poor  in 
1  "  &c.     The  angel  answered 
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him  that  the  Lord  wotdd  be  with  him, 
and  that  the  Midianites  should  be  sruit- 
ten  by  him.  The  confidence  of  Gideon 
seemed  to  increase,  but  he  ventured  to 
ask  the  angel  to  work  a  miracle,  that 
be  might  feel  more  fully  satisfied  that 
this  mission  he  was  authorizing  was  of 
God:  "Show  me  a  siga  that  thou  talli- 
es t  with  me. ' '  Gideon  secured  the  at- 
tention of  the  angel  and  received  a 
promise  from  him  to  tarry  until  he  pre? 
pared  for  him  a  repast,  lie  made  ready 
to  entertain  him  by  slaying  a  kid  and 

Ereparing  unleavened  cakes,  and  he 
rougbt  the  prepared  victuals  out  to 
the  angel  who  remained  in  the  shade  of 
a  tree.  The  angel,  however,  did  not  cat, 
but  bade  Gideon  place  the  prepared 
flesh  and  cakes  upon  a  rock  near  by, 
and  ho  proceeded  before  the  eyes  of 
Gideon  to  work  a  miracle.  The  angel 
touched  the  food  with  the  end  of  his 
staff,,  and  as  ho  did  so  there  camo  up 
fire  out  of  the  rock  and  consumed  (lie 
flesh  and  the  bread  and'  the  broth,  thus 
making-it  an  offering  unto  God.  The 
proof  of  a  supernatural  agency  was  sat- 
isfactory to  Gideon.  Ho  knew  that  ho 
had  seen  an  angel  of  the  Lord,  and  be- 
came alarmed  lost  he  should  bo  struck 
dead.  He  had  evidently  adopted  the 
opinion  which  prevailed  under  the  legal 
dispensation,  that  if  a  man  saw  God 
or  his  representative-  angel  ho  must 
Hurely  die;  hence  ho  says:  "Alas,  0 
Lord  God  1  for  I  have  seen  an  angel  of 
the  Lord  face  to  face."  But  bis  fears 
are  allayed  by  a  secret  inspiration  in  his 
own  heart,  or  it  may  bo  by  an  audible 
voice,  for  it  is  God  himself  that  speaks  r 
■'Peace  bo_  unto  thee  ;  fear  not ;  thou 
shalt  not  die. " 

His  fears  were  allayed,  and  as  he  was 
left  alone;  the  angel  having  departed 
from  him,  he  engaged  in  adoration  and 
praise  to  God.  Ho  built  an  altar  aud 
called  it  Jehovah  Shalom:  "The 
Lord  send  peace:"  a  very  appropriate 
name  for  an  altar  at  that  time.  The 
same  night  Gideon  received  a  message 
from  the  God  who  had  commissioned 
him  to  the  important  work  of  deliver- 
ing Israel.  That  message  required 
him  to  cut  down  the  grove  at  once,  and 
demolish  the  altar  of  Baal  which  his 
neighbors  had  erected,  and  at  whici'i 
they  had  been  worshiping,  and  offer  his 
father's  bullocks  upon  the  altar  on  the 
reek  where  the  fire  had  miraculously 
devoured  his  provisions.    Ho  accoid- 
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iogly  did  so,  having  ten  of  hi3  father's 
servants  to  assist  him.  Early  the  nest 
morning  the  city  was  thrown  into  con- 
fusion, as  the  idolatrous  men  beheld  the 
altar  of  Baal  demolish  eel,  and  the  grove 
cut  down,  and  another  altar  erected, 
oa  which  already  two  bullocks  hail  been 
sacrificed  to  another  god  than  Baal. 

These  idolaters  wore  greatly  enraged. 
and  learning  that  Gideon  had  done  it, 
they  demanded  of  Jnash ,  his  father,  h  is 
life.  It  may  be  that  the  father  of  Gideon 
was  a  worshiper  of  Baal,  and  that  was 
the  reason  why  ''he  feared  his  father's 
household."  But  now  that  the  altar 
was  torn  down  and  the  grove  destroyed, 
and  his  son  had  done  it,  and  the  en- 
raged idolaters  were  clamoring  for 
Gideon's  blood,  Joash  remonstrated 
with  them,  and  urged  that  if  Baal  was  a 
god,  ho  ought  to  exert  his  [lower  and 
punish  the  person  who  had  broken  down 
his  altar.  He  insisted  that  Baal,  if  a 
true  goil,  should  avenge  his  injured 
honor,  should  stand  up  in  his  own  de- 
fense. Ho  probably  renounced  his 
idolatry,  and  from  that  hour  looked 
with    anxiety    upon  Gideon    and    his 


It  is  probable  that  the  Mi 
heard  what  Gideon  had  done  in  des- 
troying the  altar  and  grove  of  Baal, 
and  thinking  that  his  bold  act  was  a 
Forerunner  of  an  attempt  to  come  out 
from  under  their  power,  they  assoeiai  cd 
with  them  the  Amalekites  and  the 
children  of  the  cast,  and  encamped  0 
mighty  army  in  the  valley  of  Jeareel. 
It  was  an  army  of  nearly  two  hundred 

tllOllSL !!'.[. 

Gideon,  under  divine  influence,  com- 
menced to  gather  together  an  army, 
Iii.i  friends  the  Abiczritea  and  warriors 
from  the  tribes  of  Manasaeh,  Ashcr, 
Zebnlnn  and  Naphtali,  to  the  number 
of  thirty-two  thousand,  were  gathered 
under  him.  Gideon  desired  of  the 
Lord  additional  evidence  that  he  would 
save  Israel  by  his  hand.  This  request 
seems  to  he  very  bold,  and  yet  we  doubt 
not  it  was  suggested  to  him  by  the 
divine  spirit.  "Behold  I  will  put  a 
fleece  of  wool  in  the  floor ;  and  if  (lie 
dew  be  on  the  fleece  only,  and  it  be  dry 
on  all  the  earth  beside,  then  shall  I 
know  that  thou  wilt  save  Israel  by 
mini!  band  f.s  (lion  bast  said." 

He  made  the  test.  Early  the  nest 
morning  he  went  to  the  floor,  and 
while  the  ground  was  dry  all  around, 


the  fleece  contained  a  bowl  full  of  wa- 
ter. Gideon  then  asked  of  the  Lord 
one  more  test,  via :  "  Let  me  leave  the 
fleece  another  night  on  the  floor,  and 
let  it  now  he  dry  only  upon  the  fleece, 
and  upon  all  the  ground  let  there  ho 
dew."  God  condescended  to  give  him 
this  request,  and  so  settle  his  mind. 
It  had  the  desired  effect,  and  Gideon 
at  once  marched  his  forces  towards 
the  encampment  of  the  enemy.  After 
the  march,  he  pitched  by  tho  well  of 
Harod.  Here  his  faith  was  severely 
tried,  as  ho  learned  that  come  of  his 
men  were  timorou;;  as  id  faint-hearted. 
His  army  only  numbered  thirty-two 
thousand,  while  tho  army  of  the  enemy 
numbered  two  hundred  thousand  ;— 
and  yet.  the  Lord  told  him  tho  people 
were  too  many.     AD  tin;  fearful  of  lv- 


order  and  left  him,  which  only  left  him 
ten  thousand.  The  Lord  spake  to 
Gideon  again,  and  told  him  that  yet 
the  people  were  too  many— his  army 
must  yet  he  reduced.  And  the  singu- 
lar plan  was  proposed  and  followed 
of  bringing  (be  air.iy  down  to  a  water- 
ing place  to  be  tried  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  drank  ;  and  everyone  that 
lapped  of  the  water  with  his  tongue 
as  a  dog  lappoth,  was  to  bo  placed  to- 
gether, and  every  one  that  bowed  on 
his  knees  to  drink  was  to  he  placed 
together.  And  it  was  so  that  but  three 
hundred  of  the  ten  thousand  lapped ; 
all  tho  others  bowed  down  upon  their 
knees  to  drink  water.  Tho  Lord  then 
informed  Gideon  that  the  three  hund- 
red was  to  compose  his  army,  to  con- 
quer the  Midianites;  the  other  nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  were  to  he 
discharged.  Whether  there  was  any- 
thing in  the  manner  of  drinking  indic- 
ative of  the  character  of  the  men,  wc 
know  not.  It  has  been  thought  that 
the  army  had  been  on  a  very  fatiguing 
march,  during  which  they  hecanio  very 
much  heated  and  very  thirsty,  and  that 
the  mode  of  drinking  adopted  by  the 
three  hundred  was  less  dangerous  than 
that  of  drinking  quickly  and  abund- 
antly, as  it  is  thought  the  others  did- 
The  fact  is,  the  Lord  had  determined 
to  use  Gideon  as  an  instrument  to  con- 

3uer  the  enemies  of  Israel,  and  ho  had 
ctermiued  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  to 
convince  the  people  that  his  hand  had 
saved  thorn,  and  not  their  own  handy. 
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Gideon  senr  the  army  all  home 

the  three  hundred,  while  he  ord 

them  to  prepare  food  for  several 
days,  and  provide  themselves  with  a 
trumpet,  an  empty  pitcher  and  a  lamp, 
for  each  soldier.  They  did  so.  The 
night  before  Gideon  made  his  attack, 
ho  went,  in  company  with  his  servant 
Phurah,  into  the  Midianitksh  camp,  --■ 
near  enough  to  the  camp  to  see  the 
and  hear  conversation  passing  betwt 
them.  It  may  be  that  it  was  not  the 
regular  army,  but  Midianitea  who  were 
camped  very  close  to  them,  and  were 
in  feeling  with  (hem,  and  on  friendly 
relations,  who  were  expecting  a  battle, 
and  in  hopes  of  securing  plunder  aftei 
the  battle  was  over.  They  approached 
near  enough  to  hear  tlio  conversation 
of  two  men,  which  consisted  of  relat- 
ing a  dream  on  the  part  of  one,  and 
.the  interpretation  of  the  dream  by  the 
other.  He  was  aire;:]]  inspirited  for  the 
conflict,  as  he  listened  to  the  talk,  and 
returned  to  his  men  confident  of  suc- 
cess. So  confident  was  he  that  be  said, 
"Arise,  for  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
into  your  hand  the  hosts  of  Midian." 

He  divided  his  men  into  three  com- 
panies, and  attacked  the  camp  of  the 
enemy  on  different  sides.  Before  mak- 
ing the  charge  and  lushing  into  the  en- 
emy's camp,  ho  had  ordered  his  men  to 
follow  his  example — all  of  them  do  as 
he  did.  When  he  readied  a  certain 
point,  lie  blew  his  trumpet,  broke  his 
pitcher,  and  held  his  lamp  in  his  hand, 
and  cried,  "  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and 
of  Gideon."  His  men  all  followed  his 
example,  and  together  broke  their  pitch- 
ers, blew  their  trumpets,  and  held  their 
lamp?,  while  as  with  the  voice  of  one 
man  they  united  in  the  war  cry,  and 
(heir  enemies  alarmed,  fled,  supposing 
the  army  charging  upon  them  was 
mixed  up  with  them,  they  smote  friend 
for  foe,  and  killed  one  another.  The 
three  hundred  men  of  Gideon  kept  their 
position,  and  continued  to  blow  their 
trumpets  until  all  the  vast  army  of  their 
enemv  that  was  not  killed  had  escaped 
from  the  plain.  As  the  news  of  Gid- 
eon';; victory  went  abroad,  the  men  of 
Napbtali,  Asher  and  Manassch  pursued 
after  them.  Tlio  Ephraimltes  were  in- 
vited by  Gideon,  and  ihey  came  up  and 
took  (lie  fords  of  Jordan,  and  slew  the 
two  kings  of  Midian,  Oreb  and  Zccb. 
In  the  battle  not;  less  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  Midlanites  were 


slain,  and  the  fifteen  thousand  that  es- 
caped with  their  kings,  Zebah  and  Zal- 
munua,  were  overtaken  and  destroyed. 
There  were  two  cities  through  which 
Gideon  passed  with  his  men,  that  de- 
nied his  men  food  when  they  wore  hun- 
gry and  faint.  Ho  punished  the  inhah- 
itint.s  no  his  return. 

The  Ephraimites  were  angry  because 
Gideon  did  not  invite  them  earlier  to 
his  assistance,  but  he  was  able  to  pacify 
them.  The  people,  immediately  after 
(his  great  victory,  desired  Gideon  to  he 
their  governor,  but  he  told  Them  the 
Lord  wan  their  rightful  sovereign.  Me 
declared  that  he  would  not  rule  over 
them,  neither  should  his  son,  but  the 
Lord  should  rule.  He  requested  the 
people  to  give  him  the  earrings  of  their 
prey,  which  they  did,  and  it  amounted 
to  one  thousand  seven  hundred  shekels 
of  gold,  (eleven  thousand  nine  hundred 
dollars,)  and  out  of  this  gold  bo  made 
an  ephod,  and  placed  it  in  his  native 
city.  Probably  he  intended  it  simply 
to  be  a  memorial  of  his  victory,  but  it 

E  roved  a  snare  to  Gideon,  and  a  ruin  to 
is  family,  for  it  led  to  idolatry.  Gid- 
eon judged  Israel  forty  years,  and  died 
leaving  seventy  sons,  all  of  whom  were 
murdered,  except  Jotham,  by  Abime- 
lech,  a  son  of  a  secondary  wife.  See 
Judges,  6th,  7th  and  8th  chapters.  We 
may  say  of  Gideon,  as  the  angel  said, 
ho  was  "  a  mighty  man  of  valor."  We 
may  also  say  he  was  a  true  patriot,  and 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  in 
delivering  Israel,  from  Midian,  His 
private  character,  after  he  became  a 
judge- of  Israel,  was  not  exemplary  in  all 
respects.  He  had  many  wives,  and 
seventy  children,  besides  one  by  a  con- 
cubine who  succeeded  him  and  mur- 
dered all  his  other  sons.  It  has  been 
thought  Gideon  was  a  type  of  Christ, 
but  the  spirit  of  inspiration  has  not  de- 


OTCEnXT-LGid-e-o'-ni,] 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and 
the  father  of  Abidan,  the  Prince  who 
assisted  Moses  in  numbering  the  tribes 
of  Israel.     Num.  i :  11. 

GILEAD,  1-iQiV-c-s.a,)  the  mass  of 
testimony. 
Was  the  son  of  Macbir,  and  the 
grandson  of  Manasseh,  as  wo  learn 
from  Num.  xxvi:  29,  and  Jos.  xvii:  1. 
He  was  the  head  of  the  tribe  called  the 
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Qileaditea  and  the  father  of  the  follow- 
ing sis  .sods:  Jeeer,  Hclck,  Auriel, 
Skeehom,  Shemida  and  Hcpher,  who 
had  a  numerous  posterity.  They  were 
settled  beyond  Jordan  on  the  noted 
ridge  of  mountains  of  the  same  name. 


.Ni.'i 
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GILEAD,  'l—  The  mass  of  testimony. 
Was  the  father  of  tlio  famous  Jep- 
thah,  who  was  a  mighty  man  of  valor. 
Judg.  xi:  1,  and  who  delivered  the 
Israelites  from  the  hand  and  power  of 
the  Ammonites.  This  Gilead  had  a 
numerous  family,  and  was  probably  a 
descendant  of  the  former  Gilead. 


GINATH— [Gi'nath.] 

GmATH  was  the  father  of  Tibni, 
and  is  referred  to  iu  1st  Kings,  xvi :  21. 

GINNETHO— [Gir/ne-tho.] 

GlNNETHO,  one  of  the  chief  priests 
and  Lovites  who  returned  to  Judea 
w ifcL  Zcrabbabel.  Heh.  xii :  4 ;  and  he 
is  i,he  same  person  who  is  referred  to 
iu  .Nch.x^   (>.  who  sealed  the  eove- 


GISPA— 

GlSPA,  one  of  tbo  overseers  of  the 
workir.cn  in  rebuilding  the  walls  of 

pJoniiialoni  aftir    Hie  n  turn   from  the 
captivity.     Keh.  xi : .  31. 

GOG — Roof,  covering. 

Goa  wan  a  Renbenite,  the  son  of 
Shcmaiah.    1st  Cliron.  v :  i. 

GOLIATH— [Go-11'ath,]  A  captiv- 
ity, a  passing  i>w. 

Goliath  was  a  Philistine  giant. 
He  was  the  champion  of  the  enemy  of 
Israel  who  defied  the  armies  of  the 
living  God.  His  size  was  enormous 
as  it  is  given  in  1st  Sam.  xvii.  He 
was  ten  feet  sis  and  a  half  inches 
high,  and  had  an  armor  of  g 
weight.  His  brazen  helmet  weighed 
fifteen  pounds;  his  target  or  collar 
weighed  thirty  pounds;  his  spear  was 
twenty-six  feet  long,  and  the  head  of 
it  weighed  thirty-eight  pounds.  His 
sword  weighed  four  pounds,  his 
greaves  or  the  covering  for  his  legs 
thirty,  and  Iiib  coat  of  mail  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-sis,  so  that  all  the 
weight  of  his  armor  was  two  hundred 
ijud  Ki.n-enty- three  pounds;. 


Ho  went  out  from  the  Philistine 
camp  for  foTfy  days  in  succession,  and 
defied  the  Hebrews  to  produce  a  man 
that  would  meet  him  in  : single-  eo.Bi.bafc, 
and  he  offered  to  let  the  fate  of  the 
two  armies  bo  decided  by  a  single 
combat  with  him.  If  the  Israelites 
could  produce  a  man  that  could  con- 
quer him  lie  agreed  that  the  Philis- 
tines should  be  subject,  and  if  the 
man  that  met  him  was  conquered  i ''en 
the  Israelites!  should  be  subject.  This. 
however,  Saul  would  not  agree  to  for 
they  were  dismayed  and  terror- 
stricken  at  the  sight  of  the  giant  and 
at  his  bfklwoi'dsi  of  defiance. 

But  David  eaine  to  the  camp  of  the 
Hebrews  one  day  during  the  forty  days 
that  the  giant  defied  Israel.  He 
heard  his  defiant  words  and  with  pure 
love  of  his  nation  and  a  jealousy  for 
her  honor,  he  meditated  an  individual 
contest  with  Goliath  and  made  known 
his  thoughts  to  some  of  Saul's  war- 
riors. Soon  David  appeared  iu  the 
presence  of  Saul  and  agreed  to  meet 
the  giant.  Ho  attacked  Goliath  with 
a  staff— his  sling  and  a  few  small 
stones  which  he  took  from  the  brook. 
The  giant  looked  with  disdain  upon 
David  as  he  approached  him,  and 
cursed  him  by  the  gods  of  the  Philis- 
tines. Ho  bade  the  youthful  warrior 
come  on  and  ho  would  tear  his  flesh 
in  picce3,  and  give  it  to  the  fowls  of 
the  air  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  field. 
David,  undaunted  hj  the  words  of 
Goliath,  said  unto  him,  "I  come  to 
thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  God  of  the  armies  of  Israel."  He 
assured  his  enemy  that  be  was  san- 
guine of  victory,  ho  expected  and 
would  surely  have  success.  In  a  little 
while  the  Philistines  would  sec  their 
champion  fallen.  The  preliminaries 
for  the  battle  having  been  all  gone 
through  with,  Goliath  arose  and  began 
to  approach  David  who  put  a  stone 
luto  his  sling  and  threw  it  at  his 
enemy's  head,  and  it  struck  him  a 
deadly  blow.  He  suddenly  fell  dead, 
when  David  ran  up  and  severed  his 
head  from  his  body,  and  took  his  bead 
and  his  armor  to  the  city  as  a  trophy 
of  victory. 

Goliath  had  four  brethren  who  were 
afterward  slain  by  the  warriors  of  Da- 
vid ;  the  names  of  two  of  them  are 
given,  viz:  Ishbi-benoh  and  Saph;  an- 
other is  distinguished  as  the  brother 
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of  G-oliath  tlic  Gittito,  and  tlie  other 
as  one  having  six  fingers  on  each  hand, 
and  six  toes  on.  each  foot.  2d  Sam. 
xxi :  16,  21. 

GOMER,  1— [Corner,]  to  finish,  am* 

Gomer  was  the  eldest  son  of  Ja- 
pheth,  and  hence  a  grandson  of  Noah. 
Ho  is  referred  U>  iu  i  he  generations  of 
Noah  and  his  sons,  Gen.  x:  2;  and 
this  person,  or  his  descendant,  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Ezc.xxxviii:  (5.  Gomer 
is  suppose  to  have  been  the  head  of  a 
.8  progeny. 


GOMES,  2—  To  finish,  comph 

Gomer  was  the  wife  of  the  prophet 
Hosea,  and  the  daughter  of  Dihlaim. 
Hos.  i :  ?•.  The  prophet  seems  to  have 
married  this  woman  because  he  was 
commanded  to  do  so.  She  is  brought 
to  our  notice  ay  a  woman  of  ill  fame. 
She  had  never  been  married,  hut  had 
lived  a  life  of  scandal.  She  was  the 
mother  for  the  prophet  of  a  son  whose 
name  was  Jezreel,  and  a  daughter 
whose  name  was  Lorahamah.  Hos. 
i :  iv :  vi.  And  afterwards  she  bare 
another  son,  and  called  his 
Loammi. 

GUNT-[Gu'-ni.] 

Guni  was  the  son  of  Naphiili,  and 
is  numbered  with  the  family  of  Jacob, 
when  he  went  down  into  Egypt.  Gen. 
xlvi:  24. 

TTAAHASHTAKI-[Ha-a-haslr'- 

A  man  or  a  family  immediately  des- 
cended from  Aslrar,  the  father  of  Te 
hoc,  by  his  second  wife  Naarali.  1st 
Chronicle^  iv :  G. 

HAB  AT  AH— [Ha-ba'-yah.  ] 

Was  among  the  sons  of  the  priests 
who  returned  from  Babylon  with 
Zerubbabel.  Ezra,  ii :  Gl ;  and  Neh. 
vii:   63. 

H  A  B  A  K  K  U  K— [HalZ-ak-uk,]  a 

wrestler. 
ITai:akki:k  wis  a  prophet  supposed 
to  be  of  Ihe  tribe  of  Simeon.  There 
is  nothing  certainly  known  as  regards 
his  birthplace  or  parentage.  lie  is 
thought  to  have  prophesied  during  the 
reign  of  Manasscb,  and  was  coteropor- 
ary  with  the  prophet  Jeremiah.     It  is 


supposed  he  was  alive  at  the  time  of 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Nobu- 
chadnazzar.  In  bis  prophecies  lie  ibro- 
:  ruction  of  Jmloii  by  ihe 
,  itii  the  capliviiy  el'  the 
people  of  the  Jews.  He  also  declares 
their  deliverance  from  (he  oppressor  at 
the  appointed  time,  with  the  ruin  of 
pire  that  subdued  (hem.     Ha 

,  .n  his  prophecies,  to  the  promiso 

of  ihe  Messiah,  and  confirms  it,  and 
concludes  the  subject  of  his  teachings 
with  a  prayer  or  hymn,  in  which  ho  sets 
forth,  in  the  most  grand  and  glowing 
ige,  the  wonders  which  Cod  bad 
.  rht  for  his  people.  The  poetry  of 
the  third  chapter  is  almost  unrivalled 
K)i-suljliioi(.y  iii  (he  sacred  reenrd;;. 

If  llabakknk  w;r-i  alive  when  Judea 
..as conquered  by  iS'cboehadnezzer,  and 
(he  Jews  were  carried  into  captivity,  it 
is  likely  ho  remained  in  Judos*  and  died 
there.     [See  Book  of  lialakkuk.J 

HABAZJNIAH— [Hab-a-zi-ni'-ah.] 

Was  ono  of  the  Itechabitcs,  whoso 
fidelity  to  the  temperance  principle:;  of 
the  family  was  tried,  by  placing  pots 
full  of  wine,  and  Clips  before  him  to 
drink.  He  joined  the  others  in  re- 
fusing to  drink,  and  thereby  secured 
the  divine  favor.     Jer.  xxxv  ;   3. 

HADAD,  1— [Ha'-dad,]  joy,  noise. 

Hadad  was  a  king  of'Edom.  He 
was  the  son  of  Bedad,  who  smote 
Midian  in  the  field  of  Moab.  Gen, 
xxxvi:  35.  Why  the  record  of  this 
circumstance  is  made  here  we  can  not 
tell.  It  may  be  because  it  was  a  oir- 
eunmtanee  talked  about  in  the  land  of 
Midian  during  the  time  that  Moses 
was  there  with  Jetb.ro,  and  pointed  to 
as  a  calamity.  The  capital  of  his  king- 
dom was  A.yif.h.  and  His  successor  was 
Samlah  of  Masrekali.  1st  Chronicles, 
i:  40. 

HADAD,  2— Joy,  write. 

Hadad  was  the  son  of  a  king  whom 
David  conquered  in  (he  kind  of  Edom. 
1st  Kings,  xi:  14,  &e.  While  Joab, 
the  general  of  David  s  army,  was  rav- 
aging the  conquered  country,  Hadad 
fled  for  his  life,  and  was  placed  by  his 
father's  servants  under  the  protection 
of  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt.  Ho  was 
but  a  child  when  thus  exiled  from  bis 
.  native  land.  The  king  of  Egypt  cared 
'for  him,  treated  him  kindly,  and  wheu 
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he  grew  up  to  be  a  man,  he  gave  him 
the  sifter  of  Tahpanes,  his  own  wife, 
to  be  his  wife,  and  she  bare  him  a  son, 
who:-'.!  name  was  tleniibath. 

When  David  wan  dead,  and  Joah 
his  general,  Hadad  desired  to  go  back 
to  his  native  land  and  recover  his  king- 
dom. In  order  to  recover  it  be  became 
the  adversary  of  Solomon.  Through 
(ho  influence  of  Pharaoh,  who  parted 
very  reluctantly  with  Hadad,  he  was 
permitted  by  Solomon  to  govern  Edom 
as  his  deputy.  lie  was,  however,  an 
enemy  to  Israel,  and  did  much  mis- 
chief    1st  Kings,  xi :  25. 

HADADEZER  ok  HADAHEZER- 

[Had-ad-c'zcr,]  the  beauty  of  as- 
sistance. 
Ho  was  the  son  of  Rehob,  and  a  very 
powerful  kins  of  Syria.  He  is  called 
kinjr  of  Kobah,  which  was  a  kingdom 
in  Syria.  1st  Chron.  xviii :  3.  It  lias 
been  thought  he  was  king  of  all  Syria, 
except  the  province  of  Phomecla.  I' Yum 
the  account  given  of  him  in  2d  Sam. 
viii,  we  learn,  extensive  as  wora  his 
dominions,  he  desired  still  to  extend 
them  ;  and  in  order  to  do  so,  he  invaded 
the  dominions  of  King  David.  He 
brought  into  action  a  large  army,  which 
the  kin.'.;  of  Israel  met  anil  conquered. 
David  defeated  Hadadezer's  hosts  and 
took  twenty  thousand  of  them  prison- 
ers, seven  hundred  horsemen  with  their 
horses,  and  one-  thousand  chariots. 

II;:  had  un.saged  hi  a  war  with  Toi, 
the  king  of  llaineth,  who  made  him- 
self an  ally  of  David ;  for  when  that 
king  had  conquered  Hadadezer,  Toi 
sent  his  son  to  salute  him  and  bless 
him,  and  intimated  his  joy  and  sincer- 
ity by  sending  David,  as  presents,  ves- 
sels of  silver,  and  gold,  and  brass.  ■ 

About  soven  years  after  this,  Hadad- 
czev  associated  with  him  three  other 
Syrian  princes,  and  witii  the  Ammon- 
ites fought  against  David  again,  but 
they  were  defeated.  The  Syrians  fled 
and  the  Ammonites  followed  them  ; 
but  l-ladailezor,  being  unwilling  yet  to 
give  it  up,  sent  and  brought  tho  Syrians 
out  in  great  numbers  from  beyond  the 
river  Euphrates,  and  theygathered  to- 
gether for  a  battle  at  Helam.  The 
army  of  Israel  met  them  and  fought 
with  them,  and  again  defeated  them. 
They  lied  before  Israel,  and  seven  hund- 
red chariots  were  captured,  and  the 
men  of  the  chariots  slain,  and  beside 


them  forty  thousand  of  their  horsemen 
ere  plain  with  Shobach,  their  general. 
Tho  consequence  of  this  defeat  was, 
the  Syrian  princes  that  were  under 
Hadadezer  deserted   him  and  made 
peace  with  Israel,  and  became  servants 
of  King  David.    They  abandoned  (lie 
Ammonites  whom  they  bad  helped, 
id  for  whom  they  had  fought,  and 
on  the  children  of  Amnion  were  com- 
pletely conquered.    2d  Sam.  x,  and  1st 
Chron.  six. 

HADAR— [Ha'-dar.] 
Hadar  was  a  king  of  Edom  who 
:ceeeded  Baal-hanan,  the  son  of 
Aehbor.  The  capital  of  hit;  kingdom, 
was  the  city  of  Pan.  The  name  of 
the  wife  and  mother-in-law  of  Hadar 
is  given,  via :  Mehetabel,  tho  daugh- 
ter of  ifaired  (.lie  daughter  of  Meza- 
hab.    Gen.xxxvi:39. 

HADORAM— [Ha-do'-ramJ  their 
beautify  power ,  praise. 
Hadokam,  called  also  Jokam,  was 
the  eon  of  Toi,  king  of  Ilamath,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  battle  with  Had- 
adezer, the  king  of  Syria.  He  had 
carried  on  wars  with  him,  but  proba- 
bly not  with  the  amount  of  success 
that  David   had.     'When  David  e 


the  king  of  Israel  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  success;  and  he  was  the 
bearer  of  presents  of  silver  and  gold, 
and  brass  vessels,  which  David  re- 
ceived and  dedicated  to  God.  2d 
Sam.  viii :  10 ;  1st  Chron.  xviii. 

HAGAR— [Ha'-gar,]  a  stranger,  that 

Haoar  was  the  hand-maiden  of 
Sarah,  and  was  greatly  honored  in  be- 
ing given  unto  Abraham  to  wife  ;  and 
still  more  was  she  honored  in  being 
made  the  mother  of  a  child  for  the 
honored  patriarch.  Though  Hagar 
may  have  had  faults,  she  surely  had 
excellencies.  When  she  was  treated 
hardly  by  her  mistress,  she  fled  from 
her  presence  into  the  wilderness,  and 
there,  in  solitude  and  sadness,  she 
wandered  until  she  was  wearied,  and, 
coming  to  a  fountain  of  water,  she  sat 
down  to  rest  and  refresh  herself. 
While  sitting  by  that  fountain  and 
meditating  upon  the  sadness  and  sor- 
row of  her  lot,  all  at  once  her  atten- 
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tion  was  arrested  by  the  angel  of  tlie 
Lord,  wiio,  addressing-' her,  aekod 
whence  she  came,  and  whither  alio 
was  going.  She  answered,  without 
any  equivocation :  "I  flee  from  the 
face  of  my  mistress."  The  angel  then 
bade  her  return  and  submit  herself  to 
her  mistress;   at  the  same  time  he 

five  her  the  promise  that  she  should 
e  tho  mother  of  a  numberless  multi- 
tude. Without  any  hesitancy  she 
obeyed  the  instructions  given  ;  and  it 
is  quite  probable  she  believed  the 

Promise Oi'tho  angel  a;i  to  her  ofiiipriug. 
be  returned  lo  the  tent  of  Abraham 
ami  ijubiiiittud  herself  to  Sarah. 

The  exercises  cf  Hagar's  mind, 
when  she  sat  down  to  rest  by  that 
fountain,  and  one  grand  expression 
that  she  gave,  arc  worthy  of  record  in 
her  history.  Though  she  wan  a  fugi- 
tive from  her  mistress  and  all  alone 
in  tho  wilderness,  she  said :  "  Have  I 
here  also  looked  after  Him  that  seeth 
mo  ?  And  she  culled  the  name  of  the 
Lord  that  spake  unto  her,  thou  God 

After  Hagar  returned  home  she  re- 
mained seventeen  years  with  Sarah. 
In  the  meantime  she  bare  a  son  to 
Abraham.  Ishmael  was  his  name, 
and  afterward  Isaac  was  born,  the  son 
of  her  mistress.  Not  long  after  this 
a  thrilling  scene  presents  itself  in  the 
history  of  Hagar.  Her  mistress  be- 
came dissatisfied  and  determined  to 
Bend  her  away.    She  made  known  her 

wishes  to  Abraham  and 

tion  to  it.  But  S;;vp,h  w;; 
She  said  to  her  husband 
this  bondwoman  and  her  son,  for  the 
fion  of  tho  bondwoman  shall  not  bi 
heir  with  my  son,  even  with  Isaac.' 
Abraham  had  his  mind  satisfied  on 
this  subject  by  the  divine  purpose  be- 
ing made  known  unto  him,  and  he 
concluded  to  send  her  away.  Early 
tho  nest  morning  he  provided  her 
with  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water,  and 
sent  her  with  her  son  into  the  wild' 
cess.    She  bad  uot  traveled  far,  t 

Eresscd  in  spirit  as  she  was,  until  she 
ist  her  way. 
Wo  can  not  wonder  that  she  was 
sad  and  sorrowful  as  she  looked  upon 
herself  without  a  home,  and  upon 
Ishmael,  her  son,  having  been  die" 
herited  by  his  father— virtually 
orphan.  Neither  do  we  wonder  that 
she  missed  her  way,  and  failed  to  find 


the  fountain  of  water— (for  she  was 
probably  seeking  it)— that  she  had 
named  Beer-lahai-roi,  where  the  an- 
il of  God  met  her  seventeen  years 
iforo,  and  spake  to  her  of  Ishmael 
i  the  beginnng  of  a  mighty  tiaiion. 
As  she  wandered  about  in  the  wil- 
derness sorrowing,  the  bread  she  had 
been  provided  with  failed,  and  the 
water  gave  out.    Hunger  began  to 
iress  her  and  her  son,  and  their  thirst 
jecame  extreme.     She  saw  nothing 
but  starvation  and  death  for  herself 


of  a  shrub  to  die.    She  desired 
him  to  screen  himself  from  the  rays 
f  the  burning  sun,  and  then  she  went 
ff  from  bira  a  distance,  lor  she  paid; 
I  will  not  see  the  child  die."    And 
be  sat  and  wept  until  the  fountain  of 
tears  was  almost  dried  up,  and   hor 
heart  could  no  longer  gather  case,  over- 
charge d  as  itwas  with  sorrow,  by  crying. 
In  this,  her  greatest  extremity,  vo- 
>£  came.    It  may  be  that  the  same 
angel  that  appeared  to  her  manyycars 
before  when  alone,  was  the  angel  that 
appeared  to  her  now.    Tho  angel  that 
eanio  to  her,    assured   her  that  the 
»f  the  lad  was  board,  and  bade 
and  lift.  Mm  up,  "nil  while  hhe 

the  aet  of  raising  the  head  of 

her  dying  child,  tho  promise  that  had 
been  made  to  her  before  bo  was  born, 
was  reiterated,  viz;  That  ho  should 
lie  the  beginning  of  a  great  nation. 
Just  at  this  time  the  angel  showed 
her  a  fountain  of  water.  And  softly 
laying  the  head  of  Ishmael  down,  she 
went  to  tho  fountain,  and  filling  the 
ity  bottle,  she  gave  him  a  drink, 
ho  revived.  1  bimr  Iss-kiLCicd  her 
as  he  grew  up  in  the  religion  of 
Abraham,  and  taught  him  to  practice 
tho  virtues  of  the  patriarchal  syntcm. 
and  wo  behold  this  son  of  Hagar, 
many  years  after,  though  driven  from 
hia  father's  house  when  a  boy,  stand- 
ing beside  the  dying  Abraham,  minis- 
tering to  him  in  union  with  Isaac,  the 
child  of  promise.  He  harbored  no  ill 
feeling  in  his  heart  toward  his  father 
or  his  brother.  Hagar,  his  mother, 
had  no  doubt  taught  him  to  forgive. 

HAGSGAI— [Hag-ga'-i,]  feast,  solem- 
nity. 
Haggai  was  one  of  the  lesser 
prophets    who   flourished  after  the 
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Babylonian  captivity.  Ho  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  born  in  Chaldea, 
and  be  was  of  tbc  sacerdotal  race. 
Under  the  edict  of  Cyrus  ho  returned 
with  Zerubbabel  to  Jerusalem  to 
assist,  and  encourage  in  the  important 
work  of  rebuilding  the  temple  of  the 
Lord.  He  was  associated  wii.1i  Zccha- 
riah  in  prophesying  while  the  builders 
of  the  temple  were  engaged.  The  en- 
tire prophecy  of  Haggai  has  reference 
to  the  temple.  lie  first  reproves  the 
people  for  their  delay  in  building  it 
and  remonstrates  with  them  upon  the 
impropriety  of  permitting  the  temple 
to  lie  iu  ruins,  while  their  own  habi- 
tations were  in  excellent  condition. 
He  charges  them  boldly  with  wrong 
in  living  in  ceiled  houses  while  the 
house  of  their  God  was  desolate.  He 
represents  the  Divine  Being  as  punish- 
ing them  for  this  neglect  by  sending 
them  the  unfruitful  seasons  they  had 
experienced.  Haggai  earnestly  en- 
treats them  at  once  to  enter  upon  the 
important  labor  and  not  stop  until  it 
was  completed,  and  he  encourages 
them  by  an  important,  prediction  re- 
garding the  glory  of  the  latter  house: 
The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall 
exceed  that  of  the  former."  The 
meaning  of  this  prediction  was  that 
though  the  second  temple  might 
be  inferior  as  to  its  outward  appear- 
ance— its  external  magnificence  and 
giar.deur,  and  though  it  might  lack 
the  ark  with  its  sacred  deposits,  and 
the  holy  Shechinah  or  visible  pres- 
ence of  Almighty  God— yet  it  should 
be  honored  with  the  presence,  author- 
ity and  teaching  of  the  Savior  of 
mankind.  He  told  them  of  terrible 
Isions  that  should  follow ;  of  a 
y  revolution  that  should  precede 
the  second  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     [See  book  of  Haggai.] 


who  was  born  in  Hebron.     1st  Chroi 


HAKKOZ— [Hak'-kosJ 

Was  one  of  the  priests  appointed  by 
David,  when  he  divided  them  into 
twenty-four  orders.  His  lot  was  the 
seventh.    1st  Chron.  xxiv:  10. 

HAM— Hot,  brown. 

Ham  was  the  youngest  son  of  Noah. 
There  is  a  circumstance  recorded  in 
bis  history  when  a  young  man,  that  is 
given  as  the  cause  of  the  curse  that 
was  pronounced  upon  him  and  his  pos- 
terity. Itoah,  his  father,  was  drunk, 
and  in  his  state  of  drunkenness  lay 
uncovered  within  his  tent.  Ham  saw" 
him,  and  treated  him  in  his  disgrace 
wilh  levity  and  contempt,  lie  went 
and  told  his  brothers,  fihem  and  Ja- 
pheth,  of  the  condition  in  which  their 
father  wa3,  and  they  immediately  per- 
formed the  part  that  dutiful  children 
ttroro  under  obligation  to  perform  to  a 
father  tana  in  disgrace.  They  threw 
a  garment  over  their  shoulders,  and 
hurriedly  ran  backward  and  covered 
the  nakednes-!  of  ilicir  father.  When 
Noah  awoke  from  his  wine  and  learned 
how  ho  had  been  treated  by  Ham,  and 
the  part  that  his  other  two  sons  had 
acted,  ho  cursed  the  former  and  pro- 
nounced blessing;;  upon  the  latter. 
This  curse,  pronounced  by  Noah  upon 
Hani,  was  under  the  spirit  of  proph- 
ecy, and  it  was  literally  fulfilled,  if  not 
upon  the  person  of  Ham,  or  Canaan 
his  son,  yet  upon  their  descendants, 
called  ('anaanite:-'..     Gen.  ix  :  20-25. 

Ham  had  four  sons,  viz :  Cush,  Miz- 
raini,  Phut  and  Canaan,  and  they  seem 
to  have  peopled  Africa  and  apart  of 
Asia.  The  name  of  Ham,  which  sig- 
nifies burnt,  or  black,  was  peculiarly 
significant  of  the  regions  allotted  to 
his  family.  We  learn  from  1st  Chron. 
iv ;  40,  that  part  of  the  race  of  Ham 
dwelt  on  the  south  borders  of  the  tribe 
of  Simeon. 

The  powerful  empires  of  Assyria 
['and  Ugypt  were  founded  by  I  he  dc- 
.  ::-ooii<'ani.'  of  B.;>ie,  and  the  civics  or 
;re|in!iiii'S!!l"i'y:-o.  fvdori  i-ni!  Cart  I  ia«e 
[were  noted  for  their  commerce;  but 
HAGGITH—  [JTag'-gith.l  vrjakhii.  'they  were  destroyed,  o.nd  1'Jgypt,  as  a 
mighty  kmffdom,  was;  scbdned,  as  wo 
:  Icavn  from  &/.Q.  xxix  :  1+ ;  "  i:iiii  they 
:  :  shall  be  there,  a  base  kingdom." 


HAGGI-CHag'-gi.] 

Haggi  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Gad 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob  who  went  down  into  Egypt, 
Gen.  xlvi :  16.  And  he  was  the  head 
of  the  family  called  Haggites.  Num. 
sxv  i :  15. 
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HAMAN— [Ha' 


.  l-i'.ri'ull:. 


Haman  was  the  son  of  Hammcdatha. 
the  Agagito,  i.  e.,  a  descendant  of 
Agag,  the  Amalekitc.  He  was  the 
prime  minister  of  Ahasuerus,  the  Per- 
sian monarch,  promoted  by  his  king 
above  all  (ho  princes  of  the  court.  The 
princes  themselves,  with  the  common 
people,  bowed  the  knee  at  his  approach, 
because  the  king  had  so  ordered  it 
There  was  one  man,  who  was  a  Jew, 
that  would  not  obey  the  command,  viz ; 
Mordecai,  the  kinsman  of  Esther,  the 
queen.  Haman  became  enraged  at  this 
refusal  to  do  him  homage,  and  he  de- 
termined to  revenge  himself  on  the 
wholo  nation  of  the  Jews,  by  securing 
the  passage  of  an  edict,  that  on  a  cer 
tain  day  they  should  all  be  slain  through- 
out the  empire.  Id  order  to  effect  his 
purpose,  ho  represented,  on  a  favorable 
occasion  for  him  to  do  so  to  king  Alias- 
uerus,  tho  people  of  the  Jews  as  a  bur- 
den and  a,  nuisance  in  his  empire,  be- 
cause of  their  peculiar  laws  and  cus- 
toms for  which  they  wore  exceedingly 
tenacious ;  and  ho  begged  of  tho  king 
that  they  might  be  destroyed,  while  lie 


.  ..  .f  their  tribute  by  giv- 
ing thu  great  sum  of  ten  thousand  tal- 
ents of  silver  into  the  treasury.  His 
king  accepted  his  proposition,  and  an 
order  went  forth  under  tho  signet  of  the 
empire,  to  extirpate  the  Jews.  Haman 
dispatched  letters  in  tho  king's  name  to 
all  tho  provinces  of  the  enipiro,  bidding 
tho  people  to  put  all  the  Jews  to  death 
on  tho  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth 
month,  and  in  order  to  encourage  the 
people  to  execute  this  decree,  he  placed 
before  them  as  a  temptation,  the  effects 
of  the  Jews,  including  in  many 
great  wealth,  as  prey. 

In  the  midst  of  Hainan's  seeming 
success,  Queen  Esther  invited  him  to 
banquet  alone  with  the  king.     Ho  w; 
lifted  up  with  pride  at  this  honor  cot 
ferrod  upon  him,  but  his  pride  was  si 
vcrcly  wounded  at  (he  ri'i'usil  of  Movdi 
oai,  who  Bat  at  the  king's  gate,  to  do 
him  reverence,  and  he  told  Zcrcsh,  his 
wife,  that  ho  could  not  enjoy  himself 
nativiih;; tending  his  honors,  while  this 
Jew  remained  there.    She  with  other 
of  his  friends  advised  him  to  erect 
gallows,  and  procure  permission  of  tl 
king  to  have  the  man  hanged  befoi 
the  day  of  general  slaughter  of  the 


Jews.  Haman  accordingly  erected  a 
gallows,  fifty  cubits  high,  and  tho  next 
morning  went  unto  tho  king  to  ask  the 
privilege  of  hanging  Mordecai  at  once. 
liming  (lie  nigh  i- that  Haman  was  erect- 
ing the  gsllows,  Gi.nl  was  working  with 
the  feelings  of  the  Persian  king,  and  he 
had  determined  to  honor  the  Jew  Mor- 
decai, who  had  some  time  before  this 
d  his  life  when  two  of  his  chamber- 
lains plotted  against  him. 

The  king  was  glad  to  hear  in  the 
morning  that  Haman  had  arrived  for 
an  audience  with  him ;  and  as  he  en- 
tered his  apartment  without,  detailing 
to  him  the  troubles  of  the  night,  he 
asked  Haman,  "What  shall  be  done  to 
the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honor?"  Haman  was  glad  to  hear 
such  a  question  proposed  to  him,  for  it 
weis  calculated  to  impress  his  mind  with 
the  favor  of  tho  king  towards  him,  and 
the  probabilities  of  the  petition,  he  had 
prepared  and  was  about  to  make,  being 
granted  him.  Ho  answered  tho  king, 
supposing  he  was  to  be  tho  favored 
ono:  "Let  a  royal  robe  be  brought, 
the  apparel  of  a  king,  and  the  horse 
that  tho  king  rideth  upon,  and  let  ono 
of  the  king's  noble  princes  place  the 
favored  one  appointed,  in  a  king's  robe 
upon  the  horse,  and  lead  the  horse 
through  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Shu- 
shan,  and  proclaim  in  the  hearing  of 
the  people,  'Thus  shall  it  be  done  to  the 
man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to 
honor.'"  Haman  was  then  bidden  to 
do  thus  unto  Mordecai. 

This  order,  so  unexpected,  must  have 
fallen  upon  his  ear  like  a  loud  clap  of 
thunder  from  a  clear  sky.  It  must 
have  filled  his  mind  suddenly  with  fore- 
bodings of  coming  ill.  What!  the  very 
man  who  had  been  in  his  way  to  enjoy- 
ment for  months,  and  whose  refusal  to 
honor  him  had  led  him  not  only  to 
meditate  his  death  but  the  death  of  all 
the  Jews, — this  man  is  to  bo  taken  by 
him  through  the  streets  of  the  city  and 
proclaimed  the  favorite  of  the  king ! 
But  the  task  was  given  him,  and  he 
must  do  it.  As  soon  as  he  had  per- 
formed the  office,  stung  with  grief  and 
mortification,  ho  went  to  his  house  and 
told  his  wife  and  friends  the  strange 
and  humbling  circumstances  of  that 
morning.  They  were  astonished,  and 
feared  it  was  an  ill  omen.  They  feared 
that  Haman's  favorite  project  would 
fail — that  the  Jews  that  he  had  plotted 
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against,  after  all,  would  not  be  destroyed. 
But  Hainan  had  been  invited  that 
day  to  a  banquet  with  the  queen.  The 
time  arrived,  and  messengers  were  sent 
after  him.  He  had  been  to  the  ban- 
quet the  day  before  with  a  light  heart 
and  a  merry  countenance,  but  this  day 
lie  goes  with  a  heavy  heart,  and,  no 
doubt,  a  sad  and  dejected  countenance. 
During  the  banquet,  at  the  earnest  re- 

Saest  of  the  king,  Esther  macio  known 
cr  petition.  She  made  her  bold  and 
magnanimous  plea,  and  in  the  presence 
of  tho  quailing  and  trembling  Hainan, 
charged  bis  sin  upon  him.  The  king 
was  angry.  Hainan  was  frightened, 
and  plead  for  his  life,  but  ho  plead  in 
vain,  for  the  king  ordered  him  to  be 
banged,  and  bo  was,  upon  the  very 
gallows  bo  bad  erected  on  which  to  ex- 
ecute Mordecai;  and  a  little  while 
after  bis  ten  sons  wore  also  banged. 
[See  book  of  Esther.] 

IIAMATH— [Ha'-mathJ  anger,  heat, 
a  wall. 
There  was  a.  son  of  Canaan  of  this 
name  whose  family  is  referred  to  un- 
der the  title  Hamathite,  in  Gen.  s  :  18 ; 
also  in  1st  Cbron.  i :  10.  where  the 
genealogy  of  Noah's  family  is  given. 

HAMMED  ATHA  —  [  nam-med'-  a- 

thah,}  he  that  fmitti/n  the  l:tv\ 
Ho  was  the  father  of  the  infamous 
Hainan  who  sought  the  destruction 
of  the  Jews.    Esther,  iii :  1-10. 

HAMMELECH-CHam'-me-lek.] 

Ho  was  the  lather  of'.jerabniecl  one 
of  the  men  sent  to  take  Jeremiah  and 
Barnch  when  the  Lord  hid  them. 
■Jeremiah,  sssvi :  2o. 

HAMMOLEKETH—  [Ham-moMe- 

keth.] 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Machir,  and 
the  sister  of  Uilead.   1st  Cbron.  vii:  17, 

HAMOR,  on  EMMQR— [Ha'-mor,] 
an  «ss,  cloy,  wine. 
Hamor.,  or  Emmok,  was  the  father 
of  Shechem,  tho  man  who  defiled  Di- 
nah. Jacob's  daughter.  Hamor  was  a 
Hivite  and  prince  of  the  country.  At 
the  earnest  request  of  his  Bon,  he 
communed  with  Jacob  to  procure  his 
daughter  in  marriago  for  Shechem. 
Jacob  permitted  Ills  sons  to  join  in 
the  conference;  and  they  laid  a  plot 


together,  keeping  it  from  their  father, 
to  destroy  Shechem  and  Hamor  for 
the  offense  that  had  been  committed 
against  their  sister.  Simeon  and  Levi 
executed  the  plot  and  slow  Hamor 
and  his  son  with  the  men  of  the  city. 


KAMuRL-[Ha-mu'-el.] 

A  man  of  Simoon   of  the  Family  of 
Shaul.    1st  Cbron.  h :  26. 

HAMTTL— [Ha'inul]  godly,  merciful. 
He  was  tho  son  of  Pharcz,  and  the 
grandson  of  Judah,  and  lie  is  num- 
bered with  the  family  of  Jacob  who 
went  down  into  Egypt  to  dwell.  Gen. 
xlvi ;  12. 


of  Ii:iti  heat,  the  hee.a  of  lite  tkv'. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Jeremiah 

of  Libnah,  and  the  mother  of  Jeho- 

ahaz,  who  was  the  son  and  successor 

of  the  good  King  Josiah.    2d  Kings, 

H  ANA  M  EEL  —  [Ha-nam'-e-el,] 

grace-  or  pity  from  God. 
IIanameel  was  tho  Bon  of  Shal- 
lum  and  tho  cousin  of  Jeremiah  the 

51'ophct.  He  eaine  to  the  prophet  by 
iv.ine  appointment,  and  oGerod  him  a 
parcel  of  ground,  as  his  kinsman.  Ho 
wished  to  sell,  and  the  law  did  not  al- 
low the  estate  of  any  family  to  be 
alienated:  and,  moreover,  tho  nearest 
relative  bad  the  right  of  purchase 
given  him.  When  Hanameel  ap- 
proached Jeremiah,  he  said:  "Buy 
my  field,  I  pray  thee,  that  ia  in  Ana- 
thoth,  for  the  right  of  inheritance  is 
thine,  and  the  redemption  is  thine; 
buy  H.  for  thyself." 

The  price  was  settled  on,  which  was 
seventeen  shekels  of  silver,  and 
weighed  out  to  him  ;  and  ho,  in  turn, 
gave  Jeremiah  a  deed  to  the  property 
in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  The 
deed  was  duplicated,  after  which  if 
was  closed  up  in  an  earthen  vessel  to 

5 reserve  it  from  accident,  while  the 
uplicate  was  left  open  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  concerned.  Jeremiah, 
xxxii:    7-14. 

HANANI,  1— [Ha-na'ni,]  my  grace 
(it  mercy. 
Hanani  was  a  prophet  who  went 
to  Asa,  king  of  Judah,  and  reproved 
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him  because  lie  hired  the  Syrians  to 
help  him,  when  engaged  in  a  war 
with  Baasha,  king  of  Israel.  Baasha 
had  built  ot  fortified  Bamah,  with  a 
view  of  cutting  off  communication 
between  Israel  ami  Judali.  Asa  and 
the  kingdom  of  Judali  could  have 
succeeded,  hut  he  was  fearful,  and 
hence  hired  help  of  anotliei'  country 
to  subdue  Israel.  The  Lord  was  not 
pleased  with  him,  and  sent  this 
prophet  to  inform  him,  and  moreover 
to  let  him  know  that  for  his_  sin  and 
foolishness,  henceforth  in  his  reign, 
he  should  have  wars.  Asa,  instead 
of  acknowledging  his  sin  as  he  should 
have  done,  and  humbling  himself  be- 
fore God,  and  deprecating  divine  dis- 
pleasure, became  angry  at  Hanani,  the 
prophet,  and  persecuted  him  hy  im- 
prisonment.   'M  Chron.  xvi. 

HANANI,  2~My  grace  or  mercy. 

Hanani  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Ileman,  and  when  the  lots  were  cast. 
aad  the  singers  were  divided  into 
twenty-four  courses,  the  eighteenth 
lot  came  to  him.    1st  Chron.  xxv:  25. 


HANANIAH,!— THar. 


HANANIAH  was . 

and  when  the  lots  were  east,  and  the 
singers  were  divided  into  twenty-four 
courses,  the  sixteenth  lot  came  to  him, 
1st  Chron.  xxv:  23. 

TTANATTTATT,   2—  Grace  or  mercy 

of  the  Lord. 
HakAktAH  wan  a  false  prophet- 
one  who  prophesied  lies  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord!  We  have  an  account 
of  him  and  his  protested  prophecy,  in 
Jeremiah,  xxviii.  There  we  learn 
that  Hananiah  was  the  sou  of  Azur, 
the  prophet.  The  father  and  son  were 
probably  priests,  a ;i  Llieywcre  of  a  sac- 
erdotal city,  "G-ibeon."  He  pretended 
edof  God  to  say  that 


of  Jerusalem's  temple,  that  had  been 
carried  away  by  Nebuchadnezzar, 
should  be  brought  back,  and  that  the 
captives  in  Babylon  should  return  to 
the  land  of  Judea.  The  prophet  Jer- 
emiah arrays  himself  in  teaching 
Xr.nst,  [lie  false  prophet,  and  the  pert- 
heard  his  words.  Hananiah  then 
approached  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  and 
took  the  yoke  from  off  his  neck,  and 


brake  it  in  pieces.     He  intendedto 


The  prophet.  Jeremiah  then  i 
the  word  of  the  Lord  regarding  Han- 
aniah,  which  was,  that  ho  was  a  false 
prophet,  a  transgressor  of  God's  law, 
and  for  his  wickedness,  should  die- 
he  should  be  cut  off  in  death  during 
that  year.  It  was  during  the  fifth 
mouth  of  the  year  that  he  prophesied, 
and  two  mouths  after,  he  died.  Jere- 
miah, xxviii :  17.  "&o  Hananiah,  the 
prophet,  died  the  samo  year,  in  the 
seventh  month."   . 

HANNAH— [Ilan-'nab,]  gracious, 
merciful,  taking  re.sl. 

Hannah  was  the  wife  of  Elkanah,  a 
devoted  servant  of  God  and  of  the 
Jewish  church,  and  the  mother  of 
Samuel,  the  last  judge  of  Israel.  The 
husband  of  Hannah  went  every  year  to 
Shiloh  where  the  ark  of  God  was,  for 
the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  great 
national  festivals  of  the  Jews.  The 
temple,  or  place  of  public  worship,  was 
there.  And  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Elka- 
nah, accompanied  him  yearly  with  a 
porlion  to  sacrifice  unto  tho  Lord. 

She  had  been  sorely  tried  by  the  in- 
sinuations of  Pcmimah,  another  wife  of 
Elkanah.  The  actions  and  expressions 
of  (his  oilier  wifo  wore  provol  ' 
Hannah.  The  other  wife  h:ul  :- 
and  she   had 


eiii.hiiiviijg  lies  of  children.  : 
heart  was  grieved  because  of  it.  one 
could  not  hide  her  grief,  even  when  .she 
went  up  to  the  house  of  tho  Lord.  Her 
husband  saw  it  and  was  troubled,  for  he 
greatly  loved  her,  and  had  evinced  that 
love  by  giving  her  a  "  worthy  portion" 
year  after  year.  He  endeavored  to 
comfort  and  console  her  in  her  sorrow 
by  declaring  his  especial  affection  for 

She  listened  to  his  declarations  and 
for  a  time  dried  up  her  tears,  rose  up, 
and  ate,  and  drank.  But  soon  her  sor- 
row  returned,    and  fears  were  again 

couvMiig  down  her  chocks.  She  was 
'.veepin;;  'n  her  devotions.  And  she 
began  to  tell  the  Lord  the  bitterness  of 
her  soul  in  prayer  and  supplications. 
Eli,  the  priest,  was  sitting  near  where 
Hannah  was  praying  and  ho  was  watch- 
ing her  closely;  he  saw  her  lips  moving, 
and  concluded  she  wi'.s  intoxicated  and 
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made  the  charge  of  drunkenness  upon 
her.  She  denied  the  cliargo  and  vin- 
dicated herself  in  a  delicate  yet  pointed 
manner.  "Wo,  my  lord,  lama  woman 
of  a  sorrowful  Spirit;  I  have  drunk 
neither  wine  nor  strong  drink,  but  have 
poured  out  my  sou]  before  the  Lord. 
Count  not  thy  Iran  dm  aid  fora  daughter 
of  Belial,  for  out  of  the  abundance  of 
my  complaint  find  grief  have  I  spoken 
hitherto. ' '  God  had  hoard  her  prayer, 
and  the  solemn  vow  she  made  in  her 
deep  engagedness  was  recorded  in 
heaven.  Eli  was  satisfied  with  her 
vindication,  and  Kent  her  away  with  his 
benediction. 

A  year  after  [his  (lie  husband  of 
Han  nab  wont  up  to  Suiloh  again,  but 
she  tarried  at  homo  fer  she  bad  charge 
of  a  babe  who  had  been  named 
Samuel. 

The  vow  that  alio  had  taken  a  year 
before,  was  upon  her,  "  I  will  pive 
him  unto  the  Lord,  all  (he  days  of  his 
life,  and  there  shall  no  razor  come  upon 
bis  head."  She  determined  to  remain 
at  home  with  her  child  until!  he  was 
weaned,  when  she  would  take  him  to 
the  temple,  that  ho  might  appear  before 
the  Lord  and  abide  there  as  long  as'  he 
lived.  When  tbo  child  was  three  years 
of  ago,  Hannah  accompanied  her  hus- 
band, hearing  little  Samuel  in  her  arms 
in  the  journey  from  Mt.  Ephraim  to 
Shiloh.  And  making  an  appropriate 
sacrifice,  in  company  wiih  her  husband, 
she  presented  her  child  at  the  bouse  of 
tbo  Tjord  to  Eli  the  priest.  And  ad- 
dressing herself  to  hisn  rdicsaid:  "0, 
my  Lord,  as  thy  soul  livetb,  0  Lord, 
I  am  the  woman  that  stood  by  thee 
here  praying  for  this  child.  I  prayed, 
and  the  Lord  hath  inveu  me  my  peti- 
tion." Four  years  before  she  was 
compelled  to  vindicate  her  own  cause, 
under  a  charge  alleged  against  her;  now 
she  is  prepared  to  explain  (and  does  so) 
the  subject  of  her  deep  devotion  at 
that  time. 

faithful  to  her  vow  she  gave  Samuel 
into  tiie  charge  of  Eli,  and  engaged  in 
heartily;  praising  the  Lord,  while  the 
aged  priest  received  his  precious  charge, 
and  acknowledged  the  hard  and  mere? 
of  God  in  bis  dealings  with  his  hand- 
maiden, and  ho  united  his  voice  with 
hers  in  praising  God. 

TTa-nna.li  having  dedicated  her  child 
unto  God,  appears  before  us  as  a  poet- 
ess and  a  prophetess  of  the  first  class. 


The  poetry  of  the  prophetic  hymn  cx- 
cels  much  Bible  poetry  even  in  the  sim- 
plicity of  its  composition,  the  beauty  of 
its  style  and  the  piety  of  its  sentiment. 
1 1  is  recorded  i  a  lsl  Samuel,  ii.  It  seems 
that  the  inspiring  spirit  was  given 
to  her  when  she  made  the  vow  and 
gave  up  the  child;  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  that  inspiration  she  composed' 
and  probably  sang,  as  she  composed  it,, 
this  hymn  of  praise.  Her  song  con- 
tains important  prophecies  that  were 
afterwards  fulfilled.  Her  son  became  a 
prophet,  as  (be  byn:n  rcr-resents 
The  judgments  of  God  are 
,  .  ied  as  they  were  afterwards 
poured  out  upon  Israel's  enemies.  In  it 
John  the  Baptist,  and  Christ  are  forc- 
ed d;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  in  her 
prophecy  of  the  Savior,  she  is  the  first 
one  to  give  him  tho  title  "annointed." 
Hannah  continued,  after  she  had 
lent  her  son  unto  tlie  Lord,"  year  af- 
ter year,  to  como  to  Shiloh,  as  she  bad 
done  before,  and  she  gave,  in  her  annual 
visits,  evidence  of  her  attachment  to1 
Samuel  by  presenting  him  yearly  with 
a  new  coat.  The  son  of  Hannah  grew 
up  and  became  a  famed  prophet  in 
Israel.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
then  died,  honored  and  lamcrilcd  by 
all. 

HANNIEL— [Han'-ni-elJ 

Hahniel  was  the  son  of  Kphod  of 
the  tribe  of  Manassch,  and  was  one  of 
the  princes  that  assisted  Joshua  and 
Eleazer  in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan 

.'imon.'.i  the  tribes  of  Israel.     Numbers 
■    :  23. 

IIANOCH,  1— [Ha'-nok,]  dedicated. 

Hanoch  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Midian,  and  a  grandson  of  Abraham 
byKcturah.  Ho  is  referred  to,  with 
the  other  sons  of  Midian,  in  Gen.  xsv : 
4.  His  brothers'  names  are  Ephah, 
ilphc.r,  Abkb.b  and  Eldaali. 

HANOCH,  2— Dedicated. 

Hanoch  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Bonbon,  and  his  name  ia  given  in 
connection  with  the  names  of  his 
three  brothers,  Phallu,  Hezron  and 
Carini,  in  Gen.  slvi :  ft.  Here  the 
names  of  all  the  grand -children  of 
Jacob  are  given,  who  went  with  Jacob 
and  his  iions  into  Egypt. 
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HA?CUX— [His'-uiin,]  gracious, 
cifid,  he  that  rests. 
Ham"1  wiiH  the  sou  and  . 
of  Nahash,  king  of  the  Ammonites. 
When  the  father  of  Hanun  died, 
David  for  some  cause  showed  kind- 
ness unto  him,  by  ncndin  g  mes- 
sengers to  liim  to  comfort  him.  He 
probably  would  have  received  these 
(»i)rivsio!.i:-;  ki:ii.'iy  hut.  for  the  coun- 
sel and  i  n  flue  n  ee  of  some  of  ilic 
princes  of  Ammoa,  who  assured  Ha- 
nun, their  king,  that  David  wan  not  sin- 
cere. That  lie  had  no  respect,  indeed, 
for  Nahash  his  father;  baton  the  con- 
trary these  his  servants  were  spies,  and 
their  object  was  to  conio  in  possession 
of  knowledge  whereby  they  mig'it  suc- 
cessfully plot  the  overthrow  of  the 
their  city  and  kingdom.  Hanan  be- 
lieved his  princes  and  treated  the  ser- 
vants of  David  shamefully.  Ho  cut 
off  half  of  the  heard  of  each  one  and 
mutilated  their  garments,  then  sont 
them  back  to  their  king.  The  beard 
was  never  cut  off  save  in  mourning, 
or  an  a  sign  of  slavery,  and  the  object 
of  Hanun  was  to  make  them  have  the 
appearance  of  i, laves.  It  was  a  gross 
insult  to  David,  and  he  so  regardrd  it. 
He  sent  his  men  word  to  tarry  at  Jer- 
icho until  their  beards  were  grown ; 
but  he  looked  upon  the  conduct  or 
(he  Ammonites  as  abominable.  The 
phrase  used  to  represent  David's  ab- 
horrence of  Ilanim's  conduct  is  "  they 
.stank  before  David."  Hanun  sup- 
posed this  treatment  would  be  re- 
sented and  he  prepared  at  once  for  a 
war  with  the  Hebrews.  Ho  procured 
help  from  the  Syrians,  but  David  de- 
feated them  in  sundry  battles  and  the 
kingdom  of  the  Ammonites  was  taken 
and  Kabbah,  the  capital,  was  des- 
troyed, after  besieging  it  several 
months.  It  is  supposed  that  Hanun 
was  killed,  and  that  his  brother  Shobi 
became  a  deputy  governor  of  the  sub- 
dued kingdoms  under  David,  who  had 
subdued  it.    This  person  is  referred 


to 
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ciating_  himself  with  Maehir  and  Bar- 
zillai  in  furnishing  David  with  pro- 
visions at  Mahanaim. 

HASAN  —  Mountainous    coicntry, 

which  &  enclosed-. 

Haran  was  the  eldest  son  of  Tcrnh, 

and    the   brother    of  Abraham    and 

Nahor.    The  account  of  him  is  given 


___Cfen.  si:  27-29,  from  which  we  learn 
that  he  died  in  the  land  of  his  birth  be- 
fore Teralij  his  father,  died;  and  he  left 
behind  him  two  daughters,  viz :  Iseah 
and  Mi'cah.  Tho  latter  was  married 
to  Nahor,  her  father's  brother.  And 
Haran  also  left  a  son,  viz :  Lot,  who 
was  provided  tor  by  his  grand-father, 
and  became  the  intimate  of  Abraham, 
and  spent  several  years  pleasantly  in 
his  society  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  to 
which  they  went  when  they  left  tho 
land  of  their  nativity. 

HARIM—  [Ha'-rim.] 

Hakim  was  the  third  in  the  division 
of  the  families  of  Eleaaer  and  Ithamar, 
made  hy  David  when  he  formed  the 
twenty-four  courses  of  priests,  and  ar- 
ranged for  the  rest  of  the  sons  of  Aaron 
io  serve  under  them.  1st  Chrou.  xsiv : 
3,  kc. 

HAESHA-[Har/-shah.] 

Was  among  the  families  of  the  work- 
men who  camo  back  with  Zcrubbabel 
from  Babylon.  En.  ii :  52,  and  Net, 
vii :  51 

HARTJM— [Ha'-rum.] 

Was  the  father  of  Aharhel,  in  the 
of  Judah.    1st  Clu'Oi/ick1:!, 


HARTJZ— [Ha'ruz.] 

Was  a  man  of  Jotbah,  who  was  the 
father  of  the  queen  of  Manasseh.  2d 
Kimw,  *xi:  1"- 

HASADIAH-CHaz-a-di'-ah.] 

Was  one  of  five  persons  of  the  royal 
line  of  Judah,  referred  to  in  1st  Chron. 
iii :  20.  Tbey  were  probably  sons  of 
Zcrubbabel. 

HASENUAH-EHaz-e-nu'-ah.] 

Was  a  Benjaminite,  one  of  the  chief 
families  of  the  tribe.    1st  Chroaicles, 


HASHABIAH  1— [Hash-a-bi'-ah.] 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Jcduthun, 
and  when  the  lots  were  cast,  and  the 
singers  were  divided  into  twenty-four 
courses,  the  twelfth  lot  came  to  him. 
1st  Chron.  xxv :  19. 
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HASHABIAH,  2. 

Was  the  son  of  Kemuel.and  was 
iho  ruler  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  1st 
Chron.xxvii:  17. 

HASIIABNAH—  [Hash-ab'-nah.] 

Hasi-iab^ah  wae  one  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  people,  who  scaled  the  covenant 
with  Nehemiah.    Nehemiah,  x:  25. 

HASH  ABNIAII  —  [Haah-ab-ni'-ah,] 

Hashabniah  was  a  Lavite,  and  was 

among  those  who  officialcd  at  the  great 

fast  under  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  when 

3  scaled.     Neh.  ix;  5. 


IIASIIBADANA— [Hash-bad'-a-nah] 
Hashbabana  was  one  of  the  men 
who  is  represented  a  s  standing  on 
Ezra's  left  hand  when  he  read  the  law 
to  the  oeople  of  Jerusalem.  Nehe- 
miah, viii:  4. 

HASHUB,  l-[Hash/-ub.l 

Hasitdb  was  a  son  of  Pahath-jrioal!, 
who  assisted  in  the  work  of  repairing 
the  wall  of  Jerusalem.    Neh.   iii:  11. 

HASHUB,  2. 

Hashub  was  one  of  the  heads  of  the 
people  who  sealed  the  covenant.  Ne- 
faemiah,  x ;  23. 

aASHUBAH— CHasb  u'-bah.  ] 

Hashubah  was  one  of  the  five  men 
referred  to  in  1st  Chronicles,  iii :  20, 
probably  a  part  of  the  family  of  Zer- 
ubbabel. 


. .  ...;,  who  stood  mi  Ezra's  left  Land, 
while  he  read  the  law  to  the  congrega- 
tion.   Nehemiah,  viii:  4. 

HATACH— [Ha -'tat,]  he  that  striken. 


HATTU8H,  l-[Hat'-t«sh.] 

Haitusii  was  a  descendant  of  the 
kings  of  Judah.  He  is  thought  to  be 
one  of  the  sons  of  Sheohaniah.  1st 
Chronicles,  iii:  22.  He  was  probably 
the  same  person  that  accompanied  Ezra 
from  Eaby'Ion,  or  that  accompanied 
Zerubbabel.     Ezra,  viii:  2.;  andNehe- 


HATTUSH,  2. 

Hattush  was  a  son  of  Hashabmiah, 
one  of  those  wlio  assisted  Nehemiah  in 
building  the  walls  of  Jerusalem.     Ne- 

hciuiah,  iii:   10. 

HAVJLAH,  1— [Hav'-i-lah,]  thatsuf- 

fers  pain,  bruvjs  forth,  declare::  to 

Havilah  was  the  second  ran  of 
Cush,  and  the  grandson  of  Ham.  His 
name  occurs  in  the  numbering  of  the 
sons  of  Cush  in  Genesis,  x:  7.  The 
land  of  Havilah  was  probably  peopled 
and  named  by  the  descendants  of  Ha- 

ILAVJLAH,  2.— That  suffers. pain, 
brings  forth,  declares  toher. 
Havilah  was  the  son  of  Jottan,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  account  of  the  posterity 
of  Shorn,  in  Genesis,  x:  29.  -He  was 
(.lie  iwoif'th  son. 

HAZAIAH-fHa-za'-yaL] 

Hazaiah  was  a  man  of  Judab,  of 
the  family  of  the  Shilonitcs.      Nohe- 

IIAZAEL— [Ha'za-el,]  that  sees  God. 
Hazael  was  a  principal  officer  of 
Benhadad,  the  king  of  r_\yi'ia,  and  was 
spoken  of  by  (bo  prophet  Elijah, 
under  the  instructions  which  God 
gave  him,  to  his  successor  Elisha,  a3 
the  future  king  of  Syria.  We  have 
the  account  of  the  revelation  to  Eli- 
jah regarding  Hazael,  in  1st  Kings, 

It  was  several  years  after  Elijah's 
translation,  that  Elisha  went  to  the 
wilderness  of  Damascus,  and  Bcnha- 
dad,  who  had  heard  of  his  coming, 
and  being  sick,  he  sent  his  servant 
Hazael  to  the  prophet  to  enquire  of 
him  whether  he  would  recover  of  his 
sickness.  Hazael  made  his  errand 
known  to  Elisha,  who  told  him,  that 
so  far  as  the  danger  of  the  disease  was 
concerned,  ho  might  recover— the 
sickness  was  not  mortal,  but  yet  he 
was  well  assured  that  ho  would  not 
recover.  And  looking  steadily  at 
Hazael  for  a  time,  Elisha  burst  into 
tears.  This  was  strange  conduct  to 
him,  and  he  asked  the  prophet  the 
cause  of  it.  Elisha  answered,  "  Be- 
cause I  know  the  evil  that  thou  wilt 
do  to  the  children  of  Israel,  their 
strong  holds  wilt  thou  set  on  fire,  and 
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their  ytrang  men  wilt  thou  slay  with 
the  sword,  and  dash  their  infants 
against  the  stones,  and  rip  up  their 
women  with  child." 

Hazael  seemed  to  be  struck  with 
horror,  and  indignation  at  this  declara- 
tion. "Is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  this?"  Hazael,  it  may  be, 
answered  the  prophet,  that  he  had  no 
power  to  do  this,  nor  inclination,  if, 
indeed,  he  had  the  power.  Elisha 
then  informed  him  that  he  was  to  bo 
king  of  Syria,  and  then  he  would  do 
these  things.  He  returned  to  Benha- 
dad,  and  told  him  a  lie.  Ho  assured 
him  that  he  should  recover.  But  the 
next  day  Hazael  murdered  his  master 
by  taking  a  wet  cloth,  and  spreading 
it  on  his  facej  and  thereby  smothering 
or  stifling,  him.  Hazael  occupied  a 
very  prominent  position  in  the  king- 
dom and  army  of  Syria,  and  immedi- 
ately on  the  death  of  his  master,  who 
had  no  son  to  reign  after  him,  as- 
cended the  throne,  and  was  declared 
king  of  Syria.. 

He  soon  set  himself  to  work  to  in- 
flict unon  Israel  the  very  cruelties 
which  Elisha  had  foretold.  He  rav- 
aged the  country  of  Israel  beyond 
Jordan,  inhabited  by  Reuben,  Gad, 
and  Manasseh.  He  burnt  the,  cities 
with  fire— dashed  their  little  children 
to  pieces.     2d  Kings,  x:  32. 

He  warred  with.  Israel  all  the  days 
of  Jehoahaz,  and  (Jed  delivered  them 
up  into  his  hand,  so  that  there  was 
left  to  king  Jchoahaz  but  "fifty 
horsemen,  ten  chariots  and  ten  thou- 
sand footmen;  for  the  king  of  Syria 
destroyed  them."  2d  Kings,  xiii:  3-7 
and  22. 

Ilazacl  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem,  but 
Joash,  the  king,  diverted  him  by 
large  presents,  from  his  purpose.  He 
however,  did  besiege  it  afterwards, 
and  prevailed  against  it,  and  destroyed 
all  the  prineos  of  the  people,  and  sent 
the  spoils  that  he  toofc,  unto  the  king 
of  Damascus.  2d  Chron.  xxiv:  23. 
"Upon  the  death  of  Hazael,  Benhadad, 
.  his  son,  reigned  in  his  stead.  2d 
Kings,  xiii :  24. 

H  AZ  ARM  AVETH — [Hay'-zar-may'- 
veth,]  court,  or  dwelling  of  d.co.fu,. 

Hazarmaveth  was  a  son  of  Joktan, 
hence  a  descendant  of  Shem.  He  is 
ranked  as  the  third  son  of  thirteen,  and 


HAZELELPQNI  —  [Ha'zet-el-pr/ni,] 
slw.de,  sorrow  of  (Ac  face. 
This  name  occurs  in  the  second  gen- 
ealogy of  Judah,  1st  Chronicles  iv:  3. 
She  was  the  sister  of  Jezreel,  Ishma 
and  Idbash. 

HAZO. 

Hazo  was  the  son  of  Nahov  and  the 
grandson- of  Terah,    Gen.  xxii:  22. 

HEBER,  1— [He'-her,]  one  that  pass- 
es, anger, 
HE6ER  was  the  son  of  Salah,  who 
was  the  grandson  of  Shem,  and  he  was 
the  father  of  Peleg  and  Joktan,  who 
had  a  numerous  posterity  and  peopled 
the  country  of  Mesopotamia.  Some 
have  thought  that  Abraham  and  his 
descendants  were  called  Hebrews  in 
honor  of  Heber.  His  name  occurs  in. 
Gen.  x:  24,  as  the  son  of  Salah.  In 
Gen.  xi:  16  and  17,  we-  learn  that  he 
was  but  thirty- four  years  old  when  Pe- 
leg was  born,  and  that  he  lived  after 
that  four  hundred  and  thirty  years,  and. 
i.ii.v.i'nt  :-f)its  ami  daughters. 

HEBER,  2— One  that  passes,  anger. 

HebEE  was  a  Kenite,  of  the  family 
of  Jethro,  and  who  lived  amongst  thc- 
cbildren  of  Israel,  or  near-  them  at  the 
time  that  Jabin,  the  king  of  Canaan,  op- 
ossed  them.  It  seems  from  Judges, 
:  17,  that,  thei'e  was  peiiw.:iiehveen  (.hi- 
king of  Canaan  and  this  family,  and 
that  they  professed  more  friendship  for 
him  than  for  Israel.  Hence,  Sisera 
looked  upon  her  invitation  as  tho  result 
of  Irii'iiuship,  ami  waui,  into  the  tent 
i'l-i/ii-i.".  :  i.T.r.re  i'i-om  BaraL,  who  was 
following  after  him.  Jael,  who  killed' 
Sisera,  was  the  wife  of  Heber,  the 
Kenite. 


HEBER,  3—Oneti    _ 

Heber  was  of  the  family  of  Beriah, 
of  the  tribe  of  Asher,  and  the  head  of 
the  ill  mi  ly  called  the  Heberites.  Num. 
xxvi:  45. 

HEBRON—  [Hc'-bron J  soaiety, 

fviuitkki;>.  enchantment. 

Hebron  was  one  of  the  four  sons 

of  Kohath,  the  son  of  Levi.      The 

names  of  the  other  three  are  Amran, 

Izhar  and  Uzaiel.     As  Moses,  Aaron 
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and  Miriam  were  the  children  of  Am- 
ram,  the  brother  of  Hebron,  he  -was 
their  uncle.     Ex.  vi:  18. 

HELAH— [HeMak] 

Helaii  was  one  of  the  -wives  of 
Ashur,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  his 
three  sons,  Zereth  and  Jczoar  and 
Ethaan.    1st  Chron.  iv :  7. 

HELDAI— fHel'-da-i,]  the  world. 

Heldai,  the  .Nctophathite,  was  the 
captain  of  the  twelfth  month,  when 
David  instituted  the  monthly  Berries 

of  eaptaim:  over  twenty-four  thousand 
men.    1st  Chron.  xxvii :  15. 


/-leb.] 

Heleu,  the  son  of  Baanah,  the  N"e- 


HELEB-[He' 


HELEK— 

IIelek  was  of  .the  family  of  Man- 
assch  through  Gilead.  He  was  the 
liead  of  the  Helekites,  an  extensive 
Family  m  ferred  lo  In  the 
•       .Num.  xYvi  :  Hi!.. 


HELEZ- 

Helek,  the  Pelonito,  was  tiro  cap- 
lain  of  the  seventh  month,  wlicn  Da- 
vid instituted  the  monthly  service  of 
captains  over  twenty-four  thousand 
men.  1st  Chron.  xxvli:  10.  Helea, 
the  Paltite,  may  lie  the  same  person. 
2d  Sam.  xxiii:  26. 

HELL— Ascending,  climbing  up. 

Hei.i -was  the  father  of  Mary,  the 
mother  of  our  Lord,  and  his  name 
■occurs  in  the  genealogy  of  Christ,  as 
:given  by  'St.  Lufce.  Luke  iii:  23. 
Joseph  is  there  called  the  soil  of  Hcli 
because  he  was  his  son-in-laiv,  having 
married  his  daughter. 

HELON-[He'-lon.] 

ILelgn  was  of  the  tribe  of  Zebu- 
lun,  and  the  father  of  Eliah,  the  prince 
who  assisted  .jiofjcs  in  numbering  the 
.tribes  of  Israel.    Num.  i :  9. 

HEMAN",  1— [He-man,]  their  trouble, 
their  tv.mvit,  much. 
Heman  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Ze- 
xah,  the  son  of  Judah,  There  arc  five 
■of  them  named  in  1st  Chron.  ii;  6. 
It  is  likely  that  the  Heman  who  is 
mentioned  in  1st  Kings,  iv:  31,  is  the 


son  of  Zerah,  who,  in  the  latter  quota- 
tion, is  called  Mahol.  If  so,  this  He- 
man  ranked  with  three  of  his  bro- 
thers among  the  wisest  of  men.  The 
wisdom  that  Cod  .gave  Solomon  is 
compared  to  the  wisdom  of  these  men 
;ind  declared  lo  be  superior. 

HEMAN,  2—  Their  trouble,  their  tu- 
■mult,  much. 
Heman  was  a  son  of  Joel  and  a 
grandson  of  Shemuel,  and  he  was  a 
principal  sine']-  in  the  time  of  King 
DavicL  lstChron.vi:33;xv:19.  He 
was  associated  with  Ethan  and  Asaph. 
Iu  1st  Chron.  xv,  he  had  fourteen 
sons,  who  were  the  heads  of  fourteen 
families,  which  constituted  fourteen 
classes  of  the  sacred  musicians.  It  is 
not  known  certainly  whether  Hcrnan 
composed  poetry  or  not — but  he  is 
thought  by  some  to  be  the  .author  of 
the  eighty -eighth  psalm. 

I-IEMDAN— 

Hemdan  was  the  son  of  Dishon, 
and  the  firandson  of  Anah.  Genesis, 
xxxvi :  2b'. 

HEP  II Z  IB  A II-IHof',a!-bah,]  mg 
pleasure. 
Was  the  wife  of  Hezcldah  and  the 
mother  of  Mannsscli,  2d  Kings,  xsi : 
] .  "  And  his  m other' soame  was  Heph- 
ssibah."  The  church  is  railed  by  this 
uameinlsa.  km:  4-  '"Tlioo  filial t  be 
called  Hephaibah,  and  thy  land  Beulah, 
for  the  Lord  delighteth  in  thee,  and 
thy  land  shall  beanarried." 

HERMAS-[Her^raas.] 

Was  the  name  of  a  elirisiian  resident 
at  Rome,  to  whom  St.  Paul  sends  greet- 
ings in  closing  up  his  Epistle  to  the 

iloLiiaufi.     Rom.  xvi :  14. 

H  E  11  M  E  S—  [Her'-mes,]  mercury, 
■gain,  refuge. 

Was  another  christian  to  whom  Pan! 
sends  his  salutations.     Roni.  xvi :  14 

HERMOGENES  —  [Her-mog'-e-nes,  ] 

bc'/oUep,  of  Mercury,  of  lucre. 

This  person  is  mentioned  by  St.  Paul 
in  his  epistle  to  Timothy.  Many  bad 
turned  away  from  him,  and  from  the 
faith,  and  he  mentions  "  Phyjrelms  and 
IIuvmo'iencFj."  as  two  of  them.  2d 
Tim.  i:  15. 
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Htcrcto  is  usually  styled  Horocl.  the 
Great.  He  waa  the  king  of  the  Jews. 
His  father,  Antipater,  is  thought  hy 
some  to  have  been  a  Jew,  by  others  an 
Iilumea n,  who  embraced  Judaism. 
Others  think  him  to  have  beea  a  hea- 
then guardian  of  an  idol  temple — the 
temple  of  Apollo,  at  Askefon,  and 
who  was  captured  by  a  scouting  party 
of  Idumeans,  and  while  in  Idumea  was 
induced  to  embrace  the  religion  of  the 
Jews.  History  informs  us  that  at  the 
early  age  of  twenty-five  years,  if  not 
indeed  earlier,  he  was  appointed  by 
his  father,  with  the  consent  of  the  high 
priest,  governor  of  Galilee,  and  while 
in  that  office  he  distinguished  him- 
self for  valor  by  the  suppression  and 
utter  riddance  of  the  country  of  a 
band  of  robbers.  He  apprehended 
and  executed  Hezekiah,  their  leader. 
He  had  received  no  order  from  his 
superiors  in  the  government  for  this 
purpose,  and  hence  was  considerei' 
offender  against  law,  and  by  som.  _.. 
his  enemies  among  the  Jews  he  was 
accused  and  brought  before  the  San- 
hedrim to  answer  for  his  conduct.  He 
succeeded,  however,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  his  friend:!,  in  escaping  cen- 
sure, but  he  wei;t  in  the  nighi,  lo  Syi'ia, 
and  was  intrusted  hy  Sextos,  the  gov- 
ernor, with  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Hollow  Syria. 

Herod  felt  himself  aggrieved  hy  the 
Jews,  and  determined,  as  soon  as  an 
opportunity  offered,  to  avenge  himself. 
He  accordingly  marched  an  army,  and 
would  have  laid  siege  to  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  but  for  the  influence  of  his 
father  and  brother,  who  succeeded 
di::.M!;:!.i>v_'  !:iin  fVom  his  purpose. 

Ai'idr  (.hi;!  ii  hundred  pri.aej (>:;!.  n 
of  the  Jews  brought  accusations 
against  Herod  and  Ids  brother  Phasael 
before  Mark  Antony.  Hyrcauus,  the 
high  priest,  befriended  him,  and  rep- 
resented Herod  and  his  brother  as 
being  much  bettor  qualified  to  govern 
the  Jews  than  those  men  who  had 
brought  accusations  against  them; 
whereupon  Antony  destroyed  the  lives 
of  several  of  Herod's  adversaries,  and 
would  have  put  them  all  to  death  had 
not  Herod  interfered  and  plead  for 


kingdom-  of  Judea  was  conferred  upon 
Herod. 

Immediately  after  his  appointment 

:  assumed  the  government,  and  iu 
about  three  years  he  secured  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  country.  Jerusalem 
held  out  against  the  siege  of  Herod 
nearly  sis  months,  hut  he  finally  con- 
quered and  took  Antigonus  a  prisoner 
of  war.  He  put  him  to  death,  and 
obtained  peaceable  possession  of  the 
kingdom.  He  put  A.ristobulus,  the 
brother  of  his  wife  Mariamnc,  in  the 
office  of  the  high  priesthood.  Aristo- 
bulus  being  the  grandson  of  Hyrcanus; 
was  entitled  to  the  office,  probably,  and 
he  became  exceedingly  popular  and 
much  loved  by  the  Jews.  Herod,  it  is 
thought,  was  jealous  of  him,  because 
the  people  loved  him,  and  he  ordered 
him,  about  a  year  alter,  to  be  thrown 
into  a  bath  and  drowned. 

Some  time  after  this,  an  accusation 
was  lodged  against  Herod  hy  Cleopa- 
tra to  Mark  Antony.  Ho  was  accord- 
ingly summoned  to  answer  to  the 
charge ;  hut,  before  leaving  home,  he 
gave  a  charge  to  Joseph,  whom  he  left 
to  govern  in  his  absence,  regard- 
ing Mariamne,  his  wife,  to  whom 
ho  was  devotedly  attached.  That 
charge  required  Joseph  to  put  her  to 
death  in  ease  he  was  convicted  of  the 
charge  on  which  he  was  to>  bo  tried, 
for  he  was  unwilling,  in  any  event,  for 
Mariamne  to  bo  the  wife  of  any  other 
man.  He  was,  however,  cleared,  and 
returned  in  credit  to  his  government 
in  due  time. 

He  found,  on  his  return,  that  Jos- 
eph had  communicated  to  Mariamne 
the  secret  ho  had  committed  to  him, 
and  he  put  him  to  death.  Afterward 
he  put  Mariamne  to  death,  who  was 
incensed  against  him  from  the  time 
that  Joseph  made  known  the  secret 

After  the  ruin  of  Antony,  Herod 
sought  and  obtained  the  clemency  and 
favor  of  Augustus,  who  continued  to> 
heap  honors  upon  him  which  he  was 
illy  prepared  to  enjoy  because  of  re- 
morse for  the  murders  he  had  com- 
mitted, especially  that  of  his  wife. 

In  order  to  acquire  popularity 
among  the  Jews,  he  set  liimself  to 
work  at  the  vast  enterprise  of  rebuild- 
ing or  repairing  the  temple  of  Jerusa- 
lem. He  thought  they  would  honor 
his  attachment  to  their  religion,  de^ 
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veloped  by  so  noble  an  enterprise. 
He  prosecuted  tlio  work  with  vigor, 
and  finished  it  in  a  magnificent  i  '  ' 

hi  about  ;i.  year  aud  a  half. 

He  placed  his  two  sons,  Aristobulus 
and  Alexander,  at.  Home,  to  he  edu- 
cated, and,  after  their  return,  he  mar- 
ried them  to  Berniee  and  Glaphyra. 
These  two  sons;  afterward  offended 
him,  and  were  put  to  death.  And  not 
long  after  this,  Antipater,  another  son 
who  had  instigated  him  to  the  murder 
of  the  other  two,  laid  a  plot  to  put 
Herod  to  death ;  but  his  plot  was  de- 
tected, aud  lie  was  imprisoned,  and 
afterward,  by  order  of  his  father,  put 
to  death. 

This  cruel  king  was  reigning  when 
Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Ju- 
dea.  Matt,  ii :  1.  He  was  in  a  lan- 
guishing and  troubled  state  when  the 
wise  men  announced  the  birth  of  the 
Messiah.  He  was  exceedingly  dis- 
turbed, and  the  principal  Jews  with 
him.  Ho  sooner  Lad  Herod  found 
out  (ho  place  of  the  birth  of  the 
Messiah  Uiaii  lie  resolved  to  murder 
him  while  he  was  yet  an  infant.  He, 
therefore,  pretended  to  the  wise  men 
to  be  desirous  of  worshiping  the  Mes- 
siah, and  charged  them,  wheu  they 
found  the  young  child,  to  bring  him 
word  where  ho  was,  and  how  he  might 
know  him,  so  as  to  do  him  homage. 

The  wise  men  passed  on  from  Je^  „ 
salom  toward  Bethlehem,  with  an 
intention,  in  all  probability,  of  return- 
ing the  same  way  and  giving  to  the 
king  the  information  lie  asked  for. 
They  found  the  young  child,  and  wor- 
shiped him;  but,  being  warned  by  an 
angel,  they  returned  to  their  own 
country  another  way.  Herod  was 
gi'C;;'Jy  disappoint!  and  provoked  by 
the  fact  of  the  wise  men  not  returning 
to  give  him  word.  He  at  once,  in  his 
rage^  issued  an  edict  to  his  soldiers, 
requiring  them  to  go  to  Bethelehem 
aud  put  all  the  male  children  to 
death,  from  two  years  old  and  under. 
that  lie  might  make  sure  of  putting 

I  l,h 

It  was  this  cruel  work  of  Herod  that 
led  to  the  touching  language:  "In 
Rama,  was  there  a  voice  heard,  lamen- 
tation and  weeping  and  great  mourn- 
ing, Rachel  weeping  for  her  children 
and  would  not  bo  comforted  because 
they  are  not."  But  the  cruel  king  was 
disappointed  again,  or  at  least  his  end 


was  not  accomplished,  for  Mary  and 
Joseph  with  the  young  child  iled  into 
Egypt. 
Herod  died  a  most  wretched  death. 

The  disease  under  which  he  was  dying, 
was  exceedingly  painful  and  loathsome. 
Ho  tried  to  commit  suicide  by  plunging 
■     ' into  his  own  body,    but  \\— 


the  agonies  of  his  last  sickness  he  had 
forty  young  men  burned  alivo  for  com- 
mitting an  offense.  Ho  shut  the  prin- 
cipal men  of  the  kingdom  up  in  the 
circus  and  gave  orders  to  have  ihcia 
executed  the  moment  he  should  expire. 
And  from  his  death-bed  ho  ordered  his 
son,  who  was  in  prison,  executed.  He 
died  about  seventy  years  of  age,  having 
reigned  thirty  seven  years.  He  is  said 
(o  have  had  eight  or  ten  wives  and 
fifteen  children.  Archelaus,  bis  sou, 
reigned  in  Judoa  in  his  stead,  while 
Philip  and  Herod  Antipas  ruled  in 
other  pints  of  his  kingdom.  Matt,  ii : 
Lukoiii:  1. 

HEROD  Z—TJie  glory  of  the  shin. 

Ho  was  Herod  Antipas,  the  son  of 
Herod  the  Great.  His  father  left  him 
the  tetrarchy  of  Pereaand  Galileo.  In 
this  appointment  ho  was  confirmed  by 
Augustus,  the  Roman  emperor.  He 
sot  himself  to  work,  at  onee,  in  fortify- 
ing the  principal  places  of  his  domin- 
ions, and  adorning  his  government. 
He  married  the  daughter  of  AretaR 
king  of  Arabia,  from  whom  he  was  af- 
terwards divorced,  that  he  might  marry 
his  sister-in-law,  Hcrodias,  the  wife  of 
Philip  ;  and  it  is  said  his  divorcing  the 
daughter  of  Aretas,  threw  him  into  a 
war  with  the  Arabs.  For  the  unlawful 
marriage  of  Herod  to  Hcrodias,  John 
the  Baptist  reproved  him,  on  whieh 
account  Herod  imprisoned  him,  and 
would  have  killed  him,  had  he  not 
fliarod  an  iusarreeucn  of  the  people. 
While  John  the  Baptist  was  a  pria- 
ier,  Herod's  birthday  was  celebrated, 
Sometime  during  the  festivities  Sa- 
lome, tho  daughter  of  Hcrodias,  danced 
before  Herod,  and  pleased  him  so  well, 
that  ho  promised,  with  an  oath,  to  give 
her  whatever  she  would  ask.  Salome, 
being  instructed  by  her  mother,  who 
was  exceedingly  hitter  in  her  feelings 
against  John,  and  desired  revenge, 
asked  of  Herod  the  head  of  John  the 
Baptist,  in  a  charger.     Herod,  in  order 
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to  show  regard  for  his  word  and  oath, 
and  the  persons  in  whose  hearing  ho 
hod  rashly  made  her  the  promise  of 
whatever  she  would  ask,  sent  one  of 
his  guards,  who  beheaded  John  in  the 
prison.  Soon  the  head  was  delivered 
to  her  in  a  charger.  Matthew,  xiv: 
Luke,  iii :  and  Marl;,  vi. 

Pontius  Pilate  sent  our  Savior  to 
Herod,  the  king  of  the  Jews.  But 
Herod  mocked  him,  dressed  him  as  a 
king  and  then  returned  him  to  Pilaie. 
"Herod,  with  his  men  of  war,  set  him 
at  nought."  Luke,  xxiii :  7-U.  Be- 
i'iidiii;;  si-ijw  jealous  !'.['  Agrippa,  uOjialy 
king  of  Judca.  and  influenced  her  hus- 
band to  solicit  that  dignity  of  the  Ro- 
man emperor.  When  Agrippa  heard 
of  his  efforts  to  displace  him,  he  ac- 
outcd  liliii  before  (he  emperor  of  a  plot 
against  Tiberius.  Agrippa  gave,  as  one 
o vide  nee  of  the  correctness  ofhis 
charge,  the  fact  that  Herod  Autipas  had 
seventy  thousand  stand  of  arms.  He- 
rod did  not  attempt  to  deny  it,  for  lie 
knew  it  was  true,  and  could  he  easily 
proven.  Ho  was  convicted  of  having 
these  arms  in  his  arsenal.  Caius  w 
banished  by  him  at  once,  to  Lyons, 
Gaul,  The  emperor  offered  to  pardi 
Herodias,  and  recall  her  for  the  sake 
of  her  brother ;  but  she  preferred  ban- 
ishment with  her  husband.  Herod 
Antipas  and  bis  accomplice,  Herodias, 
died  in  exile.  Matthew,  xiv:  aud 
Mark,  vi.    ' 


rod  Agrippa.     [See  Agrippa.] 

HERODIAS-[Hc-ro-di'as.]  the  -wife 
of  Herod. 
Herodias  was  the  wife  of  Herod, 
the  Teh-areh  of  Galilee  who  procured, 
through  the  rcqaest  of  her  daughter, 
the  death  of  John  the  Baptist.    Matt, 
xiv:  3.    "For  Herod  had  laid  hold 
on  John,  and  put  him  in  prison,  for 
Herodias'  sate,  his  brother  Phlli~v 
wife."     J  oho  the  Baptist  rcprov 
Herod  for  marrying  her,  for  in  do 
SO  ho  had  violated  law,  she  having  : 
other  husband.     Herodias  was  angry 
at  John,  and  had  induced  her  husband 
to  imprison  him,  and  tried  to  have 
him  carry  bis  persecution  still  further. 
It  is  likely  he  would  at  once,  had  he 
■not  feared  the  people.    But  he  seemed 
to  have  a  degree  of  reverence  for  John. 


for  when  Salome,  the  daughter  of  He- 
rodias, danced  before  Herod,  and 
pleased  him  so  well  that  he  promised, 
with  an  oath,  to  give  Iter  whatsoever 
she  would  ask,  he  was  troubled.  The 
daughter  had  been  instructed  before 
bv  her  mother,  to  demand  the  head  of 
John  the  Baptist.  Herodias  was  thus 
the  murderer  of  him,  of  whom  the 
Savior  said,  "  there  was  not  a  greater 
born  of  woman." 
"c  may  imagine  tiio  feeling  of  the 
cruel  woman,  when  her  daughter  pre- 
sented the  head  to  her  in  a  charger. 
She,  and  Herod  too,  were  visited  by 
judgments  for  this  cruel  crime.  It  is 
said  they  were  both  banished  from  the 
land  in  which  they  had  enjoyed  hon- 
ors, and  died  at  .Lyons,  in  Gaol,  in 
banishment. 

HESBD— |W-sea\] 

"Was  the  father  of  one  of  the  officers 
who  were  appointed  by;  Solomon  to 
provide  victuals  for  his  household. 
1st  Kings,  iv:  10. 

HETH—  Trembling,  fear. 

Heiii  was  the  father  of  the  men 
with  whom  Abraham  transacted  the 
business  of  purchasing  the  field  of 
Machpelah  with  its  cave,  or  at  feast  he 
was  the  .lather  of  those  from  whom  tho 
company  called  "children  of  Heth," 
and  "sons  of  neth,"  were  descended. 

Ephron  the  Hittite  was  tho  owner  of 
the  field  and  cave,  but  as  ho  dwelt 
among  the  children  of  Heth  aud  Abra- 
ham, had  no  special  acquaintance  with 
him.  He  asked  the  children  of  Heth 
to  agree  with  him  for  a  price,  and  he 
would  pay  it.  They  accordingly  did  so. 
and  made  the  field  aud  cave  sure  unto 
Abraham  for  a  possession  of  a  burying 
plaoe,  for  four  hundred  shekels  of  sif 
ver,  and  there  Abraham  buried  'i-arah. 


if  E  Z  E  K  I A  II  —  [Hcz-e-ki'-ah,] 

strong  m  the  Lord. 

Hf.^ekiaii  was  the  son  of  Ahaz,  a 
king  of  Judah,  lie  was  twenty-five 
yea-re  old  when  he  succeeded  his  fa- 
ther in  the  kingdom  and  the  length  of 
Iris  reign  wa3  twenty-nine  years. 
Ahaz  left  the  kingdom  in  a  very  bad 
condition  for  he  had  plunged  it  into 
idolatry.  The  circumstances  under 
which  Hezekiah  began  his  reign  were 
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very  unpropitious.  He  set  himself  at 
at  once  to  the  work  of  reforming  the 
kingdom.  In  the  first  month,  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  he  caused  the 

Eincipal   doors  of  the  houBe  of  the 
ord  to  be  opened  and  repaired.     lie 
ordered  the    priests  and  Levites  to 

Eiirify  the  temple,  to  sanctify  the 
onor  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fa- 
thers, ant!  carry  forth  the  filthinoss 
out  of  the  holy  place — repair  the 
the  altars  and  offer  sacrifice,  2d 
Ghron.  xxix.  After  this  was  done  he 
and  Iris  princes  dedicated  tlie  cleansed 
temple  to  God,  and  offered  sacrifices. 
He  then  ordered  the  Feast  of  the 
Passover  to  be  observed — not  at  the 
usual  time,  for  the  temple  was  not  clean 
until  the  second  month.  It  was  ob- 
served probably  a  month  after  the 
usual  or  proper  time.  He  did  not 
confine  those  exercises  in  and  about 
the  temple  to  his  own  people,  but  ho 
invited  those  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel 
who  were  in  Iris  kingdom  to  join  tliom 
in  the  celebration.  Some  of  them 
did,  and  other!)  ridiculed  Lis  devotion 
and  would  not  join  in  it.  The  feast 
of  the  Passover  was  observed  with 
more  solemnity  than  it  had  been  for 
many  ages,  and  Hezekiah  took  a  more 
active  part  iu  the  ceremonies  and  de- 
votions than  was  the  custom  of  the 
kings.    2d  Kings,  xviii:  xis. 

Hezekiah  broke  down  (he  idol- 


ea,  who  took  no  offense  at  ilic 

efforts  this  reformer  made  to  bring 
even  Israel  hack  again  to  the  true 
worship  of  the  livingGod.  Hezekiah 
appropriated  means  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  priests  and  Levites. 

Ho  refused  to  bear  the  yoke  that 
the  Assyrians  had  placed  upon  the 
neck  of  his  people  in  the  days  of  his 
father  Ahaz.  lie  would  not  pay  tri- 
bute ;  which  brought  on  him  an  inva- 
sion by_  Sennacherib,  of  which  invasion 
a  particular  account  is  given  in  Isa, 
xxxvi,  Sennacherib  took  most  of 
Hczokiali's  fenced  cities  and  en- 
vironed the  city  of  Jerusalem.  After 
besiegingit  for  awhile,  the  king  begged 
of  Sennacherib  tei'ius  of  peace,  The 
Assyrians  demanded  three  hundred 
talents  of  silver  and  thirty  talents  of 
gold — amounting  pvobably  to  one  mil- 
lion MCvculuiiidru.!;:ii>l  Eii'iy-livoi' 


amount  was  paid  he  proposed  to  leave 
the  country  with  his  army.  Ilcze- 
kiali  set  himself  about  raising  this 
sum,  but  in  order  to  do  it  ho  was  com- 
pelled to  exhaust  his  own  treasuries, 
and  pull  off  the  golden  plates  with 
which  lie  had  adorned  the  doors  of 
the  temple. 

When  the  Assyrian  found  that 
Hezekiah  was  disqualified  for  war  he 
violated  his  obligation  to  leave  the 
country,  and  sent  three  of  his  principal 
officers  to  Hezekiah  to  demand  his 
surrender  of  the  city.  Hezekiah 
sent  three  of  his  men  to  answer  the 
demand.  The  conversation  was  very 
ui us at h  factory  and  indeed  the  words 
of  Sennacherib's  officers  were  blasphe- 
mous. They  were  shocked,  and  re- 
turned and  reported  to  their  master. 
Hezekiah.  realized  that  he  was  in  great 
extremity.  He  sent  to  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  and  besought  him  to  intercede 
with  God  is  their  behalf.  By  the 
prophet  ho  was  assured  that  the  Assy- 
rian army  should  bo  quickly  ruined. 
The  words  of  the  prophet  were  ful- 
filled. Sennacherib  was  not  allowed  to 
come  against  the  city,  or  so  much  as 
shoot  an  arrow  in  the  direction  of  it ; 
and  wc  are  informed,  in  2d  Kings,  xis. : 
35,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  went 
forth  that  night  and  in.  the  camp  of 
Sennacherib  slew  one  hundred  aud 
eighty-five  thousand  of  his  warriors, 
and  ho  fled  to  his  own  country  to  re- 
port the  i.'ad  disaster. 

About  this  time  Hezekiah  fell  dan- 
gerously ill  of  an  ulcer,  it  is  thought. 
The  sacred  historian  iitroogly  intimates 
that  the  heart  of  Hezekiah  was  im- 

Sroperly  elevated  on  account  of  the 
cliverancc  God  had  wrought  out  for 
him  and  his  people,  and  this  was  the 
cause  of  his  sickness  "unto  death,'1 
Isaiah  was  sent  to  the  king  with  the 
solemn  message:  "Set  thy  house  in 
order,  for  thou  shalt  die  and  not  live." 
It  was  a  solemn  communication,  and 
Hezekiah  Lad  recourse  to  God  in  earn- 
est prayer  and  supplication  for  his  re- 
covery. God  heard  his  prayer,  aud 
determined  to  prolong  his  life.  The 
prophet  hud  scarcely  left  the  threshold 
of  the  king's  house  after  delivering 
his  message,  until  the  Lord  com- 
manded him  to  return  to  Hezekiah 
id  tell  him,  "Thussaith  the  Lord,  I 
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Hczekiah  "was  informed  that  lie 
should  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord 
in  three  days  from  that  time,  and  that 
he  should  live  fifteen,  years  more.  He 
was  ordered  to  apply  a  lump  of  dry  figs 
to  the  ulcer  in  order  to  his  recovery, 
and  was  informed  that  the  Assyrians 
should  not  capture  the  city.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  this,  the  Lord  gave  him  a 
sign  of  the  certainty  of  the  events. 
"  The  sun  went  back  ten  degrees  upon 
the  sun-dial  of  Ahaz."  In  accordance 
with  the  prediction  of  the  prophet, 
Hczekiah  was  able,  in  three  days,  to 
walk  ;.o  liie  temple. 

After  his  recovery  he  composed  a 
hymn  of  thanksgiving,  and  an  account 
of  his  temper  of  mind  in  his  trouble. 
Ee  was  very  much  elated  by  the  mir- 
acles which  had  been  wrought  in  his 
favor,  but  did  not  properly  thank  and 
praise  God,  who  had  so  wonderfully 
blessed    him.     Isa.    xxxviii :     10-11 

When  Merodsch-bab.dan,  the  fic-r 
of  Baladan,  tiie  king  of  Babylon,  sent 
messengers  to  Hczekiah  to  congratu- 
late him  upon  his  recovery,  elated  with 
the  honor  thug  conferred  upon  him.  by 
the  king  of  a  powerful  empire,  he  made 
a  pompous  display  of  his  treasures, 
spices,  and  rich  vessels,  to  the  messen- 
gers. He  took  them  all  through  the 
palace  buildings,  and  showed  them  all 
the  treasures  of  Israel. 

Iu  this  the  pride  of 
gratified,  but  the  Lord  ■ 
with  him.  He  sent  Isaiah  to  the  king 
to  inform,  him  of  bb  displcasui 
also  to  tell  him  that  the  time  wa 
ing  when  all  the  treasures  of  Israel,  of 
which  he  bad  vainly  boasted 
showed  them  to  the  rac mongers, 
belong  to  the  King  of  Babylon,  and 
.that  his  own  offspring  should  be  carried 
captives  and  serve  as  cuuuchs  in  that 
foreign  palace.  Isa.  sssis.  Hczekiah 
saw  his  wrong  and  confessed  it,  and 
acknowledged  the  divine  mercy  to  him, 
in  promising  truth  and  peace  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  reign.  He 
accordingly  passed  in  tranquility  his 
last  years,  and  was  in  a  good  degree 


\...v:.'._ 


HEZRAI— [HeB'-ra-i.] 

The  Carmelite,  was  one  of  David's 
mighty  men.     2d  Sam.  xxili  i  35. 

HEZEON— [He/ronJ  the  dartof 

jo}/,  dinsi.oii.vf  tJiv.wv.g. 
uaiiON,  and  his  brother  Hamul, 
;  tho  eons  of  Pharez,  the  sou  of 
Judah,  and  are  numbered  with  the 
grandchildren  of  Jacob,  when  his 
family  went  down  into  Egypt  to  so- 
journ. It  has  been  thought  that 
Pharez  was  not  more  than  ten  years 
of  age  when  he  went  with  his  father, 
and  grandfather  into  Egypt.  If  this 
bo  SO,  we  must  consider  that  Ilcsron 
and  Hamul  wore  born  unto  Pharez, 
during  the  time  that  Jacob  sojourned 
in  Egypt,  which  \ni:\  about  seventeen 
years,  and  it  may  bo  that  they  are 
mentioned  because  of  the  importance 
of  Judnh's  family  in  the  families  of 
lite  patriarchs.    Pharcz  was  in  the 


HIDD  AI — [ HM'da-i,3*wtt6e,  cry. 

Hxddai  was  one  of  David's  mighty 
men,  and  is  said  to  have  dwelt  by  the 
brooks,  or  in  the  valley  of  Ga,ash. 
2d  tkim.  xxiiiiSO. 

H1BL— [Hi'-el,]  the  life  of  God. 

Hiel,  the  Beihe'ke.  He  assisted  in 
rebuilding  Jericho  in  the  days  of  Ahab, 
King  of  Israel.  It  is  said  of  him  in 
budding  the  city  and  its  walls:  "he 
laid  the  foundation  thereof  in  Abiram, 
his  first-born,  and  set  upthc  gates  there- 
of in  his  youngest  son  Segub,  according 
to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  he  sjiake 
by  Joshua  tho  Son  of  Nun."  1st 
Kingsxvi:  34  The  meaning  of  which 
probably  i::,  Ids  first-bora  sou  died  when 
be  began  the  work,  and  his  youngest  son 
died  before  or  about  the  tirao  ho 
finished  it. 

I-IILKIAII,    1— rHil-ki'-ah,]    God  is 

my  portion,  the  Lord's  gentleness. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in  the 

line  of  tho  priests  from  Aaron  to  the 

captivity.     1st  Chron.  vi:   13. 


HELKIAH,  2— God  is 

the  Lord's  f/entieness. 

Was  theson-of'Hosah,  and  one  of  the 

sacred  porters.  lstCliroaicle3,xxvi:  II. 
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HILLEL-- [Hil'-le',]  praising,  folly, 
Lucifer. 
Is  called  a  Pirathonitc     He  was  the 
father  of  Abdon,  one  of  tlie  judges  of 
Israel    Judges,  sii :  13. 

HIRAH— [Hi'-rah.] 

HiiiAM  was  a  Cauaanite,  of  the  city 
of  Adullam,  who  beoame  intimate 
with  Jndah,  the  son  of  Jacob.     He 

Spot  ably  had  Nome  influence  over 
udah  in  the  matter  of  his  marriage 
to  Shuah,  the  Caananitian  woman. 
When  a  death  occurred  in  the  family 
of  Judah,  in  the  daughter  of  Shuah, 
his  wife,  ho  mourned  as  was  the  cus- 
tom of  the  times ;  and  at  the  end  of 
his  mourning  was  comforted,  and  in 
company  with  Hirah,  the  Adullamitc, 
ho  went  up  unto  hh  r-!.K;ep-:-l;eare;-:-. 
This  person  ia  called  Judan's  friend, 
and  ho  was  sent  by  Judah  to  Taniar. 
hit!  daughter- in-law,  to  redeem  the 
pledge  lie  had  left  with  her — "  his  sig- 
net, and  bracelets,  and  staff.'*    Gen, 


HlfiAM,  l—[H.i'-r  am,]  exaltation,  of 

life,    tlicir   whiteness,   lie  tliat  de- 
stroys. 

HmAM  was  a  king  of  Tyre,  became 
a  friend  of  David  im. mediately  iifier 
his  accession  to  the  throne  of  Israel. 
He  sent  messengers  to  congratulate 
him,  and  also  seat  him  cedar  trees, 
and  carpenters  and  masons — experi- 
enced workmen— to  build  David  a 
house.  2d  Sam.  t:  11.  He  probably 
continued  tho  friend  of  David  all 
through  his  reign,  aud  ia  the  same 
person  who  congratulated  Solomon 
as  the  successor  of  David,  and  became 
more  intimate  with  him  than  he  had 
been  with  bis  father.  Hiram  fur- 
nished Solomon  with  timber,  stone 
and  workmen,  for  the  temple  and  Sol- 
omon's house,  the  house  of  the  forests 
at  Lebanon  and  the  house  for  Pha- 
roah's  daughter,  his  wife.  He  lent 
Solomon  one  hundred  and  twenty 
talents  of  gold,  and  he  assisted  him 
in  o;st:!.Hirtli!i!g  a.  trade  ■with  tho  people 
of  Ophir. 

Yve  judge  from  the  c.eeminT.  givon 
1st  Kings,  v  and  is,  that  Hiram  e 
gaged  with  Solomon  to  render  him  all 
the  assistance  needed,  if  in  his  power, 
and  he  was  glad  of  an  opportunity 
of  associating  himself  in  so  good 
work  with  so  good  and  great  a  man 


DIE 

king  Solomon.  Hiram  was  mr.de  ac- 
quainted with  tho  draft  prepared  by 
the  Almighty  architect  for  the  temple, 
and  entered  joyfully  upon  the  work 
of  preparing  the  materials  for  the 
magniheent  structure.  He  received 
from  Solomon  every  year,  twenty 
thousand  measures  of  wheat  for  food 
for  his  household  and  twenty  meas- 
ures of  pure  oil.  They  were  engaged- 
seven  and-a-half  years  in  building 
the  temple,  and  twelve  and-a-half  in 
erecting  Solomon's  own  house.  And 
Solomon  gave  Hiram  in  return  for  his 
cedar  trees,  and  fir  trees,  and  gold, 
and  for  the  attention  and  assistance  he 
had  given  in  person,  and  tho  labor  and 
skill  of  his  servants,  twenty  cities  in 
the  land  of  Galilee.  Whether  these 
were  heathen  cities  which  Solomon 
had  conquered  and  had  a  right  to  give 
!,  or  whether  they  were  cities  of 

s!  that  were  given  to  Hiram  until 

such  tiino  as  the  revenue  from  them 
would  repay  the  king  of  Tyre,  we 
know  not.  But  we  learn  that  Hiram 
was  not  pleased,  for  some  cause,  to 
take  them  and  restore  them  to  Solo- 
mon, and  ho  satisfied  Hiram  in  some 
other  way,  probably  by  a  direct  tax, 
which  was  burdensome  for  years  to 
the  people.  And  this  tax  may  be  the 
thing  that  the  elders  of  Israel  com- 
plained of  to  Eehoboam,  Solomon's 
successor.  1st  Kings,  sii:  3-4.  "Thy 
father  made  our  yoke  grievious ;  now, 
therefore,  make  thou  the  grievious  ser- 
vice of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke 
which  he  put  upon  us  lighter,  and  we 
will  serve  thee."  It  is  quite  certain 
that  an  intimacy  esisted  between 
these  two  kings,  and  was  kept  up  for 
many  years,  if  not  as  long  as  both 
lived. 

HIRAM,  2.— Exaltation  of  life,  ilieir 
■whiteness,  he  ilu.il  dcxiruyt. 
Hiram  was  an  artificer  who  lived  in 
Tyre.  His  father  before  him  had  lived 
there,  and  was  a  worker  in  brass,  gold, 
silver,  iron,  stones  and  timber.  He 
was  a  worker  in  blue,  purple,  and  fine 
linen,  and  an  engraver.  2d  Chronicles, 
ii:  14.  Hiram' a  father  was  dead,  but 
ho  was  engaged  in  the  same  occupa- 
tion, and  with  his  skill  and  labor,  was 
supporting  a  widowed  mother.  This 
Hiram  was  an  Israelite.  It  is  thought 
his  father  was  of  the  tube  of  Naphtali, 
and  his  mother  a  descendant  of  the 
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tribe  of  Dan.  Id  1st  Kings,  vii:  14, 
he  is  said  to  bo  of  the  tribe  of  Naph- 
tali,  and  in  2c!  Ohroniolea,  ii:  14,  his 
mother  is  Baid  to  be  of  the  tribe  of 

Solomon  seat,  and  brought  this  artifi- 
cer outof  Tyre  and  associated  him  with 
himself,  in  the  building  and  adorning 
of*  their  temple.  Ho  wa3  exceedingly 
■  skillful  in  designing  a^d  executing  the 
most  curious  and  magnificent  workm»n- 
ship,  especially  in  the  metals  that 
were  used  to  construct  the  pillars  with 
their  ornaments;,  the  sc:\-Uve].'«,  rhovch. 
basins,  and  other  utensils  of  the  tem- 
ple. From  the  description  given  of 
the  two  pillars  which  Hiram  made  and 
set  up  in  the  porch,  one  of  which  he 
named  Jachin,  and  the  other  Boaz, 
we  mus).  conclude  ilicy  were  an  exhibit 
of  wonderful  skill  in  workmanship. 
Ht:-i>  3-t.  Tviii;.-:-',  vii:   1.5-22, 

Nov  less  skillful  was  the  work  pre- 
sented in  the  molten  sea,  which  ho  mods 
to  contain  two  thousand  hatha  and  placed 
upon  twelve  oxen — verses,  23-26.  And 
he  made  ten  liases,  four  cubits  long,  four 
cubits  wide  ami  three  cu'iit.s  high,  n  rid 
ornamented  them  beautifully.  He  also 
made  ten  lavers  to  contain  forty  baths, 
that  were  set  upon  the  ten  bases  lie  had 
made  and  adorned.  These,  with  oilier 
thing?,  lie  cast  in  his  foundry,  estab- 
lished in  the  plains  of  Jordan  between 
Socooth  and  Zarthant  and  brought  to 
the  temple  and  placed  in  their  order  and 
position,  and  used  in  accord  a  nee  with 
the  design  of  the  Great  Architect. 


Hobab  was  the  son  of  Unel,  the 
brother  of  Zlpporah,  and  hence,  the 
brother-in-law  of  Moses.  It  is  suppos- 
ed that  Hencl  or  Ragucl  was  dead  ai 
the  time  that  the  Lord  appeared  t< 
Moses  in  the  burning  bush,  and  com- 
missioned him  to  emancipate  his  down- 
trodden countrymen ;  and  that  Jethro, 
the  son  of  Reoel,  had  succeeded  hit 
iathcr  in  the  office  of  prince  and  priest 
of  Midian.  As  Moses  had  served 
Eeuel  in  his  lifetime,  so  now  he  was 
serving  Jethro  the  son,  as  a  shepherd. 
It  is  said,  "  Now  Moses  kept  the  flock 
of  Jethro,  his  father-in-law,  the  priest 
of  Midian."  It  is  thought  the  trans- 
lation should  have  been  "brother-in- 
law.  ' '  If  this  be  true,  then  Jethro  is  the 


same  person  as  Hobab  mentioned  in 
Num.  x :  29.  He  visited  Moses  as  he, 
with  l;he  children  of  Israel,  was  about  to 
leave  Mt.  Sinai,  after  having  been  en- 
camped there  over  eleven  months. 
Moses  addresses  himself  to  Hobab,  say- 
ing, "  Come  thou  with  us,  and  wo  will 
do  thee  good,  for  the  Lord  hath  spoken 
good  concerning  Israel."  It  seems  that 
Hobab  had  brought  Zipporah  and  the 
i  sons  of  Moses  with  him  to  visit  her 
„..jband  and  father  and  the  camp  of 
Israel.  This  visit  is  narrated  at  length 
in  Ex.  zviii.  How  long  Hobab  stayed 
with  Moses  we  know  not,  but  his  visit 
continued  for  some  time.  lie 
theworkiis;;  of  ike  adniini;:- 
tration  and  government  of  Israel,  and 
gave  Moses  advice  so  that  his  labors 
might  be  made  lighter.  Moses  followed 
this  advice,   and  chose  heads  of  the 

Seople,  rulers  of  thousands,  rulers  of 
undreds,  rulers  of  fifties  and  rulers  of 
tens.  This  influence  that  the  Midiau- 
itc  prince  and  priest  had  over  Moses, 
was  complained  of  by  Aaron  and  Miri- 
am, who  were  afterwards  reproved,  and 
Miriam  was  severely  punished,  by  being 

) ie  lepvoiv;  for  wjven  days. 

Hobab  did  not  accept  the  invitation 
of  Moses  to  go  with  him  and  with 
Israel,  but  "he  went  his  way  into  Ms 
own  land.''  Ex.  xviii :  27.  It  is  said, 
in  Num.  x:30,  Hobab  "said  unto 
him,  I  will  not  go,  but  I  will  depart 
unto  mine  own  land,  and  to  my  kind- 
red." And  yet  it  is  thought  ne  did 
afterward;;  return  from  Midian,  and 
identified  himself  with  the  children  of 
Israel ;  for  it  is  said  in  Judges,  i :  16, 
that  the  Kenites,  the  de.-eendants  of 
Hoses'  father-in-law,  dwelt  in  the  City 
of  Palm  Trees  and  united  themselves 
with  the  tribe  of  Judah  in  an  attack 
upon  Arad.  And  in  Judges,  iv:  11, 
Ileber,  the  Kenite,  whose  wife  slew 
Sisera,  the  general  of  Cabin's  army,  was 
of  the  children  of  Hobab.  And  the 
remarkable  people  called  Rechabites,  of 
whom  we  have  such  an  interesting  ac- 
count in  Jer.  xssv,  are  said  to  be 
children  of  Hcmath  the  Kenite  or  the 
head  of  the  Kenites.  1st  Chron.  ii :  55. 

HOHESH. 

IIoDESiTWiis  the  wife  of  Shaharaim, 
who  with  Hushim,  another  of  his 
wives,  was  the  mother  of  a  nu 
progeny.    1st  Chi-on.  viii:  9. 
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HODIAH— [Hod-i'-ah.] 

Hodiaii  is  represented  as  the  sis- 
ter of  Sahara  and  the  daughter  of 
Mered  and  Bithiah.  This  name'  oc- 
curs with  tin;  account  of  the  rclation- 
ehip  in  the  genealogy  of  Judah.  1st 
Chrou.lv:  19. 

HOGLAH— [1-IogMo.hJ  7m  festival 
his  dance. 
HoGLAii,  was  one  of  tiie  daugh- 
ters of  Zelophehad,  who  was  a  man  of 
Manassah,  and  '*  died  for  his  own  ana, 
and  had  no  sons."  Num.  sxvli :  3. 
There  were  five  daughters  who  came  to 
Moses  and  Eleazar  the  priest,  with  a 
pica  that  demanded  an  additional  law 
in  their  civil  code:  "Give  unto  us 
therefore,  a  possession  among  the 
brethren  of  our  father."  Their  rea- 
son for  making  the  demand  is  given 
"Our  father  died  in  the  wilder- 


■■  rind  h 


.s  not  hi  the 


them  that  gathered  themselves  toge- 
ther against  die  Lord,  in  the  company 
of  Koran;  but  died  in  his  own  sins, 
and  had  no  sons.  Why  should  the  name 
of  our  father  be  done  away  from  anions 
his  family,  because  ho  hath  no  son?" 
The  case  was  a  new  one  to  Moses,  and 
ho  brought  it  before  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  gave  him  to  understand  that  their 
request  was  a  reasonable  one,  and  that 
their  demand  must  be  met.  "Thou 
shalt  surely  give  them  a  possession  of 
an  inheritance  among  their  father's 
brethren,  and  thou  shalt  cause  the 
inheritance  of  their  fathers  to  pass 
unto  them." 

Moses  accordingly  determined  that 
their  request  should  be  granted.  And 
then  he  determines  that  heiresses  shall 
many  in  their  own  tribe,  that  no  part 
of  the  ancient  inheritance  be  alienated 
from  the  family.  The  daughters  of 
Kelophchad  arc  commanded  to  marry, 
mating  choice  of  companions  in  their 
own  (vibe.    Num.  xxxvi:   C. 

This  law  was  simply  to  affect  the 
heiress.  "Every  daughter  that  pos- 
sessed an  inheritance  in  any  tribe  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  shall  be  wife 
unto  one  of  the  family  of  the  tribe  of 
her  father,  that  the  children  of  Israel 
may  enjoy,  every  man,  the  inheritance 
of  hisMhcrs."  Num.  xxxvi:  8.  We 
are  further  informed  regarding  these 
daughters  of  Zelophehad,  that  they 
were  married  unto  their  father's  bro- 
ther's sons,  into  the  families  of   the 


sons  of  ManasBflh,  where  their  inheri- 
tance was  given  them,  and  where  it 
remained,  1,1m  being  the   tribe  of  the 

ihmly  of  their  lather. 

HO  HAM— [Ho'-ham.] 

Hoiiam  was  the  k'ng  of  Hebron. 
When  Adoniaedek,  king  of  Jerusalem, 
found  that,  the  inhabitants  of  Gideon 
had  made  peace  with  the  Hebrews,  he 
sent  unto  Hoham,  and  unto  Piram, 
king  of  Jarmuth,  and  unto  Janata, 
king  of  Laehish,  and  unto  Debir,  king 
of  Eglon,  asking  them  to  eomc  up 
and  help  him  to  smite  Gibeon.  They 
accordingly  did  so ;  but  the  men  of 
Gibeon  procured  Joshua's  help,  and 
the  Amorite  kings  were  smitten,  and 
their  armies,  with  great  slaughter, 
Josh,  x  :  1-10. 


e  that  cavers, 
.8  of  Eli, 


HOPHNI— [Hof-ni,]  h 

my  fist. 

Hophni  was  one  of  tlu  . . 
the  priest,  of  whom  we  have  a 
count  in  1st  Samuel,  i  :  2,  3.  He  and 
his  brother  Phino^s  were  priests  of 
the  Lord,  with  Eli,  their  lather,  at 
Shiloh.  Iiophni  and  hie  brother  were 
perverse  and  wicked  men.  They  are 
said  to  be  sous  of  Belial ;_  that  is,  they 
Vi'erii  pn;i!i!>"alc  men — children  of  the 
devil.  They  were  ungodly  themselves 
and  because  of  the  influence  they  ex- 
erted as  priests,  were  the  cause  of 
much  ungodliness  among  the  people. 
We  are  almost  shocked  at  their  con- 
duct as  set  forth  in  1st  Sam.  ii :  13, 17, 
and  22.  It  appears  that  the  people 
were  satisfied  that  they  were  destitute 
of  piety,  nay  more,  that  they  were 
eoiis'UiiiUy  commixing  racvi.lege,  show- 
ing that  they  had  no  regard  for  God, 
or  his  service.  They  even  committed, 
under  the  most  aggravating  circum- 
stances, the  sin  of  adultery  with  the 
women  who  were  employed  about  the 
tabernacle,  or  who  came  there  with 
their  sacrifices. 

Eli,  their  father,  complained  of 
their  conduct,  and  charged  their  sin 

■on  them;  but  he  reproved  them  so 
—Idly,  that  wc  can  hardly  suppose 
such  hard-hearted  and  villainous  men 
wcro  troubled  in  their  consciences  by 
that  reproof.  It  was  not  long  after 
Eli  talked  thus  to  Hophni  and 
Phineas,  until  a  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
whose  name  is  not  given,  came  to  the 
aged  priest,  and  told  him  of  the  end 
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of  the  priesthood  in  the  family  to 
which  he  belonged,  and  that  because 
of  the  wickedness  of  his  sous,  it 
should  go  back  again  into  the  family 
of  Elea-zar,  the  eldest  son  of  Aaron. 
The  prophet  told  him  that  an  enemy 
should  invade  the  country,  and  that 
his  two  sons  should  be  plain  in  one 
day. 

i-borily  (!.{■'{ cr  tills;,  l-ltc  Lord  directed 
the  cbild  Samuel  to  reiterate  these 
things  in  the  ears  of  Eli.  Soon  the 
Philistines  invaded  the  country  and 
Israel  made  war  with  them,  and  the 
ark  of  God  was  taken  along  with  the 
army,  probably  in  charge  of  Hophni 
and  Phineas.  The  battle  grew  hot, 
and  of  Israel  were  smitten  by  their 
enemies,  thirty  thousand  footmen,  and 
while  these  two  corrupt  priests  were 
guarding  or  defending  the  ark,  it  was 
taken,  and  they  were  slain.  Thus 
was  the  prophecy  fulfilled,  "thy  two 
sons,  Hophni  and  Phineas,  shall  be 
slain  both  in  one  day." 

HOBI,  1— [Ho'-ri.] 

IIori  was  the  son  of  Lotan,  and  the 
grandson  of  Seir,  the  Horite.  Gen. 
xxxvi:22. 

HOSI,  2. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  and 
the  father  of  Shaphat,  who  was  the 
spy  selected  by  Moses  from  that  tribe. 
Num.  siii :  5. 

HOSAH— [Ho'sah.] 

Was  one  of  the  sacred  porters,  and 
was  associated  with  Shuppim,  another 
sacred  porter,  in  keeping  the  west- 
ward gate.    1st  Ohron.  xxvi :  1G. 

HOSEA-[Ho-ze'-ah,]  savior. 

Hosea  was  the  son  of  Bceri.  He 
was  the  first  of  the  lesser  prophets, 
and  he  prophesied  in  the  days  of  TJz- 
jsiah,  Jotham,  Ahaz,  and  Hezekiah, 
kings  of  Judah,  and  in  the  days  of 
Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Joash,  king  of 
Israel.  llis  father  is  said  to  have 
been  of  the  town  of  Belemoth,  in  the 
tribe  of  Issaehar  ;  but  ho  was  prob- 
ably of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  is 
tho  person  called,  in  1st  Chron.  v :  G, 
Beerah,  who  was  a  prince  of  that 
tribe,  and  was  carried  by  Tilgath-Pil- 
neser,  with  others  of  Israel,  into  cap- 
tivity. 


6]  HOS 

The  prophet  lived  in  the  kingdom 
of  Samaria,  and  prophesied  there; 
but  he  delivered  some  prophecies  re- 
garding the  kingdom  of  Judah.  He 
prophesied  about  sixty  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  oldest  prophets  whose  writ- 
ings are  left  for  our  perusal.  From 
t.lie  first  chapter  in  the  book  we  learn 
that  the  Lord  commissioned  him  to 
show  Israel  their  exceeding  ainfnl- 
ness,  and  the  hateful  ness  of  their  sins 
in  His  sight;  and  his  marriage,  under 
the  divine  direction,  to  a  woman  of 
til  fame,  was  intended  to  set  forth 
their  wickedness  and  folly.  Ho  mar- 
ried Goiner,  the  daughter  of  I)  iblaim, 
and  she  bare  two  sons,  Jezrcel  and 
Loammi,  and  one  daughter,  Loru- 
hainah. 

It  is  thought  that  Hosea  witnessed 
the  captivity,  already  referred  to, 
brought  about  by  Tilgath  Pilneser, 
and  endured  with  his  father  some  in- 
conveniences from  it;  and  that  he 
also  witnessed  the  destruction  that 
was  brought  upon  Samaria,  by  Shal- 


The  principal  prophecies  in  the 
book  of  Hosea,  are  the  captivity  of 
Israel,  and  their  return  at  the  end  of 
their  captivity.  [Sec  vlii  and  xj  Ho 
al3o  declares,  regarding  the  people  of 
Judah,  that  though  they  should  re- 
main for  some  time  after  the  captivity 
of  Israel  in  their  country,  yet  they 
also  should  be  carried  captives  beyond 
the  river  Euphrates,  but  should  be 
brought  buck  after  a  certain  number  of 
years.     [See  i :  10  and  11.] 

The  prophecies  of  Hosea  are  more 
obscure  than  the  writings  of  succeed- 
ing prophets,  yet  it  must  bo  said  there 
is  much  to  admire  in  the  force  and 
energy  of  the  prophet,  and  the  bold- 
ness with  which  he  denounces  sin. 
The  figures  and  similitudes  he  uses 
are  very  striking. 

HOSHEA,  1— [Ho-she'a,]  savior. 

Hosiiea,  the  son  of  Azaziah,  was 
the  ruler  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  in 
the  time  of  David.     1st  Chronicles 


HOSHEA,  2—Samor. 

HOSHEA,  the  son  of  Elah,  murdered 
Pekah,  the  son  of  Remaliah,  a  king  of 
Israel,  and  after  a  struggle  of  several 
years  civil  war,  he  succeeded  in  settling 
himself  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  which 
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was  his  intention  when  lie  committed 
the  murder.     2d  Kings, 

Hoshea  was  less  wicked  than  many  of 
his  predecessors,  though  he  himself  did 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  It  could 
hardly  be  expected  that  one  coming  to 
the  throne  as  he  did,  and  meeting  with 
the  opposition  from  the  elders  of  Israel, 
that  lie  met  with,  would  ' 
and  good. 

IT;.:  ailowcd  such  of  Lis 
desired  it,  to  go  to  Jerusalem  and  wor- 
ship the  Lord.  His  predecessors  had 
forbidden  that,  and  had  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Jerusalem  guarded  to  prevent  it. 

He  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  So, 
the  king'  of  Egypt,  to  throw  off  the 
yoke  of  Assyria,  to  which  his  kingdom 
had  been  subject  Cor  many  years,  Bhal- 
menezer  being  informed  of  Hoshea's  in- 
tention to  revolt,  and  of  the  plans  and 
measures  he  had  concerted  with  the 
king  of  Egypt,  marched  against  him 
with  an  Assyrian  army  and  besieged 
Samaria,  the  capital  of  his  kingdom. 
The  war  continued  three  or  four  years. 
and  ho  took  the  fenced  cities  and 


most  barbarous  and  cruel  manner,  Shah 
mauezer  killed  the  women  and  children, 
and  removed  the  Israelites  to  countries 
beyond  the  Euphrates,  and  thus  ended 

the  kin.i-uoui  of  the  teu  tribes. 

IIOTHIR-rno'-thir.] 

llo'i'Iim  was  one  of  the  sons  of  He- 
man,  and  when  the  lots  were  cast,  and 
die  singers  were  divided  into  twenty- 
four  courses,  the  one-and- twentieth  lot 
came  to  him.    1st  Chronicles,  xxv  i  28. 

IIUL,  OR  CHUL — infirmity,  bringing 
forth  ihildren. 
Hul,  or  Citol,  was  the  son  of  Aram, 
and  the  grandson  of  Shem.  He  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Genesis,  x:  23,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  his  descendants  peopled 
a  part  of  Armenia.  Some  of  his  de- 
scendants, it  is  thought,  resided  in  the 
desert  of  Syria,  near  to  Tadmor,  where 
once  stood  a  city  called  Cholle,  named, 
possibly.  :ifter  Hul,  or  Ohul. 

HULDAH—  [Hul'-dah,]  the  world,  a 

prophetess. 

HiILDAII  was   a  prophetess  and  the 

wife  of  Shallum.     She  was  applied  to 

under  the  direction  of  God,  who  had 


!  given  her  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  to 
give  instruction  upon  the  copy  of 
the  law  and  the  testimony  that  had 
been  found  by  Hilkiah,  the  high  priest. 
The  boot  had  been  handed  by  Hilkiah 
to  Shaphan  the  scribe,  and  he  present- 
ed it  to  the  king.  Josiah  was  astonish- 
ed at  tho  contents  of  the  book-,  as  it 
was  read  to  him  by  the  scribe.  Ho 
commanded  Hilkiah  the  high  priest 
with  others  to  enquire  of  (be  Lord  con- 
cerning the  words  "  of  this  book  that 
is  found,"  and  they  did  so.  2d  Kings, 
xsii:  J4.  "  So  Hilkiah  the  priest,  and 
Ahikaiit  and Sbapban end. ■\3al1iah went 
unto  Huldah  the  prophetess."  She 
received  them,  and  under  tho  spirit  of 
inspiration  she  gave  the  meaning  of 
tho  contents  of  the  book  in  tho  follow- 
ing language:  "Thus  eaith  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  tell  the  men  that  sent 
you  to  nn :  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God : 
Behold  I  will  bring  evil  upon  (his  place, 
and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  even 
itll  tho  words  of  the  book  which  the 
king  of  Judah  hath  read."  She  then 
goes  on  to  (rive  tho  reason  why  God  will 
do  this:  They  had  gone  into  idolatry, 
and  their  God  was  angry  with  them. 
She  then  instructed  them  to  say  unto 
(lie  king,  (hat  though  desolation  and  a 
curse  was  before  the  people,  yet  that 
desolation  and  curse  should  not  come 
on  them  in  his  day,  becauso  he  had 
humbled  himself  before  the  Lord,  had 
rent  his  clothes  and  wept.  He  should 
therefore  close  his  days  in  peace  and  not 
see  the  evil  that  should  bo  brought 
upon  the  people  and  Jerusalem. 

What  this  book  was  that  gave  the 
king  so  much  trouble,  and  that  Huldah 
wa-s  iosmrcd  to  i  uteri  trot,  we  cannot  cer- 
tainly tell,  but  it  is  quite  likely  it  wa3  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  words  by  Moses, 
which  had  been  deposited  in  tho  taber- 
nacle. The  reason  why  we  may  eon- 
elude  it  was  prepared  by  Moses,  is  found 
in  the  parallel  passage.  2d  Chron. 
ssxiv:  14.  "Hilkiah,  the  priest,  found 
a  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  given  by 
Moses."  Some  supposed  it  was  the 
renewing- of  the  covenant  in  the  plains 
of-Moab,  recorded  in  the  the  book  of 
Deuteronomy,  which  contains  the  most 
terrible  invectives  against  the  corrupt- 
ing of  the  words  and  worship  of  God, 

It  SCOUlS<jilih!  Md';!i]!;l>  thilt  lllildah,  :! 

prophetess,  should  be  applied  to  for 
light  in  this  matter  when  tho_  prophet 
Jeremiah     was    then    living    in 
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t  in  all  proba- 
bility at  (hut  time  at  Anatlioih  and 
could  have  been  consulted  readily. 
Zephaniah  wan  also  prophesying  during 
the  reign  of  this  king,  but  he  was  not 
applied  to  in  tins  case.  A  woman  wa<; 
the  honored  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
God,  of  giving  the  needed  information. 
And  further,  it  is  a  woman  of  whom  wc 
know  nothing,  save  what  we  learn  in 
this  circumstance. 

An  eminent  author.  Dr.  Priestly 
says:  "  It  pleased  God  to  distinguish 
several  women  witli  the  spirit  of  proph- 
ecy as  well  as  other  great  attainments, 
to  show  that  in  his  sight,  and  especially 
in  fhintrs  of  a  spiritual  nature,  there  is 
1  pre-eminence  in  the  mab 


HUPHAM— [Hu'-fam.] 

II  urn  am  was  of  the  tribe  of  Be 
jamin  and  the  head  of  the  family  _._ 
that  tribe,  called  the  Huphamites. 
Numbers,  xxvi :  39.  Ho  is  probably 
the  same  as  Huppiin  one  of  the  sous 
of  Benjamin,  who  is  numbered  with 
Jacob's  family  in  Egypt.    Gen.  xlvi : 


HUPP  AH. 
Hupp  ah  was  one  of  the  priests 

pointed    by   David   when  he  divi 

them  into  twenty-four  orders.     His  Jot 
was  the  thirteenth.     1st  Chron,  x 
13. 

HUB,  1 — -Liberty,  whiteness,  cavi.. . .. 

Hub  was  the  son  of  Caleb  and  the 
grandson  of  Hezron.  He  was  the 
;:on  of  Caleb  Lvhi:-:  ivii'o  Epiirath.  1st 
Chron.  ii :  19.  He  is  thought  by  some 
to  have  been  the  husband  of  Miriam, 
and  if  she  wan  over  married,  possibly 
he  was.  Ho  was  the  father  of  Uri, 
and  the  grandfather  of  the  famous 
workman,  Bezaleel.  Hnr  was  inti- 
mately associated  with  Aaron,  and 
when  Israel  entered  into  an  engage- 
ment at  Bopliadim  with  the  Amalc- 
kites,  Hur  was  engaged  with  Aaron 
on  the  mountain  side,  holding  up  the 
hands  of  Moses.  So  important  was 
their  wovk  here  that  [auiii'u  lucre  on 
their  part  seemed  under  God  to  be  the 
pivot  on  which  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion turned.  If  they  held  up  Moses' 
hands  Israel  prevailed,  but  if  they 
let  his  hand  fall  Ainaiok  prevailed. 
Ex.  xvii.     And  when  Moses  went  up 


to  Mt.  Sinai  to  talk  with  God,  and 
receive  the  decalogue,  not  knowing 
how  long  he  would  be  gone,  he  ap- 
pointed Aaron  and  Hnr  to  act  in  his 
place  in  governing  the  people  and 
settling  disputed  questions  among 
them  until  his  return.     Ex.  xxiv :  14. 

HUH,  2 — Liberty,  whiteness,  cavern. 

Hue  was  the  father  of  one  of  the 

officers  who  were  appointed  by  King 

Solomon   to   provide  victual*  for  bis 

'    '1.    1st  Kings,  iv:  8. 


HHRAI— [Hu'-ra.] 

One  of  David's    Ixidy  guard. 


HUBAM,  1. 

Huram  was  a  Benjamite,  the  first- 
born sou  of  Bela.    1st  Chron.  viii:  5. 

HURAM,  2. 

Is  the 'same  aa  Hiram,  King  of 
Tyre,  and  so  Hiram  the  artificer  is 
caihd  .Huram.  Sec  1st  Chron.  xiv: 
1 ;  2d  Chron.  ii :  11, 13. 

HURL 

hum  was  a  O-adile,  and  the  father 
of  Ablluii.     1st  Chron.  v:  14. 


who  rendered  him  important  s 

during  the  rebellion  of  Absalom.  "When 
Absalom  conspired  against  his  father, 
he  gained  Ahithophel  over  to  his  cause, 
and  when  David  learned  fully  of  the 
conspiracy,  and  of  Ahithophel,  his 
counsellor,  deserting  him  and  joining 
in  the  rebellion,  lie,  with  his  life-guard 
and  friends,  fled  from  the  city  to  go  to 
the  wilderness.  As  he  -war-i  Ji'oing  up 
the  mountain,  probably  Mount  Olivet, 
engaged  in  earnest  prayer  that  the 
counsel  of  Ahithophel  might  be  turned 
into  foolishness,  Hushai,  the  Archlte, 
met  him,  and  was  deeply  affected  by 
the  calamity  which  had  befallen  David, 
"he  rent  hia  coat  and  put  earth  upon 
his  head,"  and  lie  expressed  a  desire 
to  identify  himself  with  David  and  his 
interests — probably  he  oxprcssod  a  wish 
to  become  a  warrior.  As  he  was  not 
skilled  in  war,  David  made  an  objec- 
tion to  his  going  with  him,  but  ap- 
pointed him,  as  he  was  a  wise  and  dis- 
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creet  man,  to  the  important  work  of  de- 
tecting the  enemy's  plans  so  thiit  (hey 
might  be  thwarted.  He  accordingly 
entered  into  a  strict  confederacy  with 
Zadok  and  Abiathar,  the  priests,  and 
engaged  their  sons  to  act  as  couriers  be- 
tween Jerusalem  and  David's  camp. 

Hushai  went  into  Jerusalem,  and 
meeting  Absalom  who  had  just  entered 
the  city,  he  proposed  to  serve  him  as 
ho  had  served  David,  his  father.  _  Ab- 
salom seemed  to  be  somewhat  suspicious 
at  Jii'st,  but  his  fears  were  all  relieved. 
we  judge,  by  the  words  of  Hushai  to 
him,  and  he  secured  the  full  confidence 
of  Absalom.  For  after  Ahithophel  had 
counseled  Absalom,  with  twelve  thou- 
sand men,  to  follow  his  father,  Absa- 
lom would  not,  until  he  had  counseled 
Hushai,  and  his  counsel  was  against  the 
counsel  of  the  former.  It  was  so  plaus- 
ible, and  there  seemed  to  be  so  much 
wisdom  in  it,  that  Ahsidom  forsook  the 
counsel  of  Ahithophel,  and  followed 
that  of  Hushai.  As  soon  as  he  found 
that  Absalom  would  follow  his  counsel, 
probably,  he  informed  the  priests  who 
were  con  federated  with  him,  how  he  had 
counseled,  and  also  how  Ahithophel 
had  counseled.  He  hade  them  send 
David  word  at  once  by  Jonathan  and 
Ahimaaz,  who  had  secreted  themselves 
at  Enrogel.  They  accordingly  did  so, 
and  these  two  sons  of  the  priests  suc- 
ceeded in  bearing  the  intelligence  to 
David,  who  followed  their  instruction, 
and  that  night  crossed  the  Jordan,  and 
encamped  at  Mahauaim.  The  counsel 
of  Hushai  thus  given  and  followed  by 
Absalom,  gave  David  more  time  for 
flight,  and  preparations  for  defense, 
is  of  saving  his  life. 


■:■]  f: 


It  is  thought  that  Baanah,  who  was 
a  deputy  governor  of  king  Solomon, 
was  tho  son  of  this  Hushai,  as  Hushai 
was  the  name  of  Baanah's  father.  1st 
Kings,  iv :  16. 

HUSHAM-[HusV-am.] 

Reigned  as  a  King  of  Edom,  and 
tho  successor  of  Jobab.  Gen.  xxxvi: 
H.  He  is  said  to  he  of  the  land  of 
Temani.  At  his  death  he  was  succeed- 
ed in  the  kingdom  by  Hadad,  the  sou  of 
Berlad,  who  smote  Midian  in  the  field 
of  Moah. 


of  Jacob,  and  is  reckoned  with  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  Jacob  in 
Gen.  xlvi :  23.  He  was  tho  only  son 
of  Dan.  All  the  other  sous,  of  the  pa- 
triarch had  more  children  in  Egypt 
than  he  had. 

HUSHIM,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  wives  of  Shaharaim, 
who  was  sent  off,  or  put  away,  but 
afterwards  re-married.  She  was  tho 
mother  of  Ahitub  and  Elpaal.  1st 
Chron.  viii:  8. 

HUZ. 

Was  the  son  of  Nahor  and  Milcali. 
He  was  the  eldest  and  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  Buss,  Kemuel,  Chesed, 
Hazo,  Pildash,  Jidlaph  and  Ecthuel, 
who  were  all  sons  of  Nahor  by  Mileah. 
Gen.  xxii:  21,22. 

HUZZAB—  [Huz'-zab,]  -molten: 

Who  is  referred  to  in  Nab,  ii :  ?,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  queen  to  the 
king  of  Nineveh.  The  city  was  to  be 
destroyed  and  her  king  taken,  and  Haz- 
zab,  with  her  maidens,  was  to  be  led 
away  captive. 

HTM  E  N  E  TJ  S^  [Hy-menV-itB,] 
nuptial,  marriage. 

Hytceneos  was  onee  a  christian. 
He  was  probably  a  native  of  Ephcsus, 
and  converted  to  Christianity  Uivoufdi 
tho  labors  of  Paul.  He  had  faith  and 
a  good  conscience  for  a  while,  hut 
made  shipwreck  thereof,  and  in- 
dulged, we  may  judge,  in  grievous 
sins  and  gross  errors.  Paul  refers  to 
him  in  his  epistles  to  Timothy,  and  to 
his  backsliding  and  to  his  being  ex- 
communicated from  the  church.  1st 
Timothy,  i:  20.  We  have  an  account 
of  this  Ramc  person  in  connection 
with  Philetus.  2d  Tim.  ii :  17,  whew 
he  i3  represented  aw  teaching  new  and 
dangerous  doctrine.  Their  words  arc 
said,  "to  oat  as  doth  a  canker,"  they 
were  denying  the  doctrine  of  the  res- 
urrection from  the  dead,  and  over- 
throwing the  faith  of  some. 

TBHAR— flb'-har,]  election,  he  that 
JL    m  chosen. 

Ibiiak  is  mentioned  in  2d  Samuel, 
v :  15,  as  also  1st  Chronicles,  iii :  6,  as 
one  of  David  s  son:,,  born  unto  him  in; 
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IBM. 

Itsr.i  was  one  of  the  ministers  iu  the 
temple  under  the  order  of  service  in- 
stituted in  the  time  of  David.  1st 
Chron.  xxiv:  27. 

IBZAN. 

Ibzan  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
and  of  the  city  of  Bethlehem,  a  judge 
of  Israel.  lie  was  the  successor  of 
Jeptha,  aud  served  his  people  iu  the 
capacity  of  judge  seven  years.  He 
had  sixty  children,  thirty  of  them 
were  sons,  and  thirty  daughters,  all 
■of  whom  he  lived  to  see  married. 
We  have  nothing  further  regarding 
him  recorded,  save  that  ho  died,  ana 
was  huried  in  his  own  city,  Bethle- 
hem.   Judges  xii:  8-10. 

ICHABOD— [Ik'-a-bod,]  where  is  the 
glory? 
IcriAROD  was  the  son  of  Phineas, 
the  son  of  Eli.  He  and  his  brother 
were  very  wicked  and  desecrated  the 
priest's  office  in  the  most  abominahle 
manner,  on  account  of  which,  the 
priestly  office  in  the  family  of  Ithamar, 
ended,  and  was  transferred  back  again 
to  the  family  of  Aaron's  eldest  son, 


Ichabod  was  not  born  until  after  his 
father  fell  in  battle,  and  as  his  mother 
gave  birth  to  him  under  the  disU'essiei; 
intelligence  that  her  husband  and  fath- 
er-in-law were  dead,  and  that  the  ark 
of  God  was  taken,  sho  named  him  Ich- 
abod, whioh  signifies,  "where  is  the 
glory?  or  there  is  no  glory ;  or  the  glory 
is  departed  from  Israel. ' '     1st  Samuel, 


IDDO,  1 — [Id'-do,]  hia  hand,  power, 

'pmi:;c,  witness. 
IiHio,  this  son  of  Zoehariah,  was  the 
ruler  iu  the  half  tribe  of  Mannasseh,  in 
the  time  of  David.     1st  Chronicles, 
xxvii;  21. 

IDDO,  2 — Sis  hand,  power,  praise, 
witness. 
Iddo  was  a  prophet  of  the  kingdom 
of  Judah,  who  prophesied  in  the  times 
of  Kehobnam  and  Abijah.  He  is  said 
to  have  written  the  acts  of  Rehoboam 
in  2d  Chron.  xii:  15;  the'acts  and 
ways  aud  sayings  of  Abijah,  in  2d 
Chron,  xiii :  22.  We  have  nothing 
particular  marked  out  in  the  life  or 
this  prophet,  and  the  supposition  that 


he  prophesied  against  Jeroboam  may 
be  correct,  Josephus  with  other  his- 
torians are  of  opinion  that  he  was  the 
prophet  that  was  sent  to  Jeroboam 
while  he  was  at  Bethel  dedicating  an 
altar  to  the  golden  calves  be  liad 
made,  and  who  spoke  in  warning 
against  the  altar  in  Bethel,  and  against 
all  the  high  places  and  houses  of  the 
high  places  in  the  city  of  Samaria. 
If  this  be  the  same  person,  then  he 
was  killed  by  a  lion  and  buried  under 
the  direction  of  the  old  prophet  of 
Bethel,  and  a  place  reserved  in  the 
sepulcher  for  his  own  form  after  death, 
besido  him.    See  1st  Kings,  xiii. 

IG-AL— [I'-gal.] 

Igal  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Issa- 
char,  and  was  selected  by  Moses  as 
one  of  the  twelve  spies  to  search  out 
and  examine  the  nature  and  state  of 
the  laud  of  Canaan.    Num.  xiii :  7, 


IGDALIA II— [Ig-da-H'-ali,]  the 
greatness  of  the  Lord. 
Iodaliaii  was  a  prophet  or  holy 
man,  called  "  the  man  of  God."  Jer. 
xxxv :  4.  He  is  only  named  the  once, 
and  is  said  to  be  the  father  of  Ilanan. 

IGEAL— [Ig-e'-al] 

Ig-eal  was  a  son  of  Sheinaiah,  nnci 
a  descendant  of  the  royal  Hue  of  Ju- 
dah.   1st  Chron.  iii :  22. 

IKKESH. 

Ikkesh  was  the  father  of  Ira  the 
Tckoite.    2d  Sam.  xxiii :  26. 

ILAI— [I'-la.] 

Ilai  was  a  warrior  of  David,  and 
one  of  his  body  guard.     1st  Chron. 


IMLAH—  [ImMahJ  plcntitude,  re- 
pletion, circumcision. 
Imlaii  was  the  father  or  progenitor 
of  Micaiah  the  prophet.     1st  Kings, 


IMMANT1E L— [Im-man'-a-cl,]  a 
name  given    to  our  Lord  Jesus 

t'i'iri*!.  s-igm.fyinff  God  in  with  us. 

Immanuel  a  name  given  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah  to  him  who  shall  be 
born  of  a  virgin.    Isa.  vii :  14.     And 

it  is  applied  by  Matthew  to  the  Mes- 
siah.    Matt-.i:  23.. 
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ISA 


IMMBK. 

Immer  was  one  of  the  priests  ap- 
pointed by  David  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenfy-four  orders.  His 
iotwas  the  sixteenth.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxiv:  14. 

IMNA. 

Ho  was  a  descendant  of  Asher,  and 
was  the  son  of  Helam,  of  that  tribe. 
1st  Chron.  vii:  35. 

IMNAH,  1, 

He  was  the  first-horn  son  of  Asher, 
IstChron.  vii:  30. 

IMNAH,  2. 

He  was  a  Levite,  who  assisted  in  the 
reform  of  king  Hszekiah.     2d  Chron. 

ssxi :   14. 

IMKAH— A  rebel,  changing. 

He  was  a  descendant  of  Asher,  of 
the  family  of  Zophah.     1st  Chron.  vii ; 


IMRI,  l. 

Ho  was  a  man  of  Jndah,  belonging  t 
the  extensive  family  of  Pharez.  Is 
Chron.  ix :  4. 

IMRI,  2. 

Ho  was  the  father  or  progenitor  of 
.Zaecur.    Neh.  iii:  2.. 

IPHEDEIAH— [If-e-di'-ah,]  the  re- 
demption of  the  Lord. 

A  descendant  of  Benjamin,  and  a 
man  of  great  importance  among  them. 
See  IstChron.  viii :  25. 

IRA,  1 — [I'-rah,]    city,  watch,  spoil, 
keep  of  vision. 
He  was  an  Ithrite,  one  of  David's 
mighty  men.     2d  Sam.  ssiii :  38. 

IRA,  2 — City,  watch,  spoil,  Jieap  of 
vision. 
The  son  of  Ikkesh,  the  Tekoite,  was 
the  captain  for  the  sixth  month,  when 
David  instituted  the  monthly  service 
of  captains  over  twenty-four  thousand 
men.     1st  Chron.  xxvii :  9. 

IEAD — Wild  ass,  heap  of  descents,  of 
empire. 
He  was  the  son  of  Enoch,  and  the 
grandson  of  Cain,  and  the  rathe 
Mchujael.    Gen.  iv:  18. 


IRAM— [I'-rwn.] 

Iram  was  of  the  family  of  Esau,  and 
one  of  the  dukes  of  Edom.  He  is  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  ten  others  in 
Gen.  xxxvi:  40-43.  They  were  per- 
sons, it  is  supposed,  that  were  chiefs  in 
their  respective  families,  and  were  ;gov- 
ernors  over  the  districts  of  country  set- 
tled hy  their  families. 

ISAAC—  [I'siak,]  laughter. 

Isaac  was  the  child  of  promise, 
horn  unto  Abraham  and  Sarah  in 
their  old  age.  His  birth  was  promised 
by  an  angel  of  the  Lord.  Gen.  xviii; 
10-12. 

He  was  educated  in  the  religion  of 
his  father— his  training  was  of  the 
purest  kind.  God  said  of  Abraham 
"I  know  him  that  he  will  command 
his  children  and  his  household  after 
him."  Sarah,  the  wife  of  the  patri- 
arch, and  the  mother  of  Isaac  was 
ptvonjrly  hound  to  him — she  loved  him 
with  true  maternal  affection ;  and  no 
wonder,  for  he  was  her  only  son,  and 
given  to  her  when  she  was  very  far 
advanced  in  life.  At  an  early  period 
of  life,  Isaac  was  the  object  of  the  con- 
tempt of  Iskmael,  the  son  of  Hagar, 
the  bondwoman.  When  Sarah  saw 
Ishmael  mocking  or  making  himself 
merry  by  ridiculing  Isaac,  she  said  to 
her  husband,  "eastout  this  bondwo- 
man and  her  son,  for  the  son  of  this 
bondwoman  shall  not  he  heir  with  my 
bou.  even  with  Isaac.  Gen.  xxir  10; 
Gal.  iv:  30.  The  desire  on  the  part 
of  Sarah  thus  expressed,  was  that 
Hagar  might  be  divorced — that  some 
legal  act  might  be  performed  by  which 
Ishmael  might  be  excluded  from  all 
claim  on  the  inheritance,  and  Isaac 
be  the  solo  heir.  This  requisition 
was  painful  to  Abraham,  for  Ishmael, 
for  seventeen  years,  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  his  paternal  love,  and  he  had 
trained  him  up  to  the  service  of  that 
God  who  had  promised  that  his  seed 
should  be  innumerable,  God  allayed 
the  fears  and  anxieties  of  Abraham 
in  this  matter  by  answering  liim  that, 
"  in  Isaac,  his  seed  should  be  called." 

When  Isaac  grew  up,  and  had  ar- 
rived at  a  state  of  maturity  or  man- 
hood;  he  was  called  upon  to  give  a 
striking  proof  of  his  entire  devotion 
to  God.  Abraham  was  commanded 
to  offer  up  his  beloved  son  in  sacrifice. 
Gen.  xxii:  1.     Abraham's  faith  was 
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tested,  and  proved  genuine  for  lie 
drew  back  the  knifo  and  would  have 
slain  Isaac,  had  he  not  been  stopped. 
But  turning  from  the  father  and  his 
act  to  tlie  Hon,  we  see  something  to 
admire.  There  is  an  expression  of 
faith  and  dutiful  obedience  hardly 
equalled,  not  to  say  surpassed,  by  any 
acton  record,  save  the  actual  sacrifice 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  "who  was 
led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as 
a  sheep  before  her  shearers,  is  dumb, 
SO'  he  opened  not  his  mouth."  He 
submitted  without  any  resistance,  to 
be  bound  by  his  honored  parent,  and 
laid  upon  the  altar  with  his  body  ex- 

§oscd  to  the  glistening  knife  raised  to 
estroy  him. 

Ho  was  about  forty  years  of  age 
when  Sarah,  his  mother,  died,  and  he 
sorrowed  greatly  on  the  occasion  of 
her  death.  He  no  doubt  attended 
with  his  father,  the  burial  of  Sarah  iu 
the  cave  of  Mackpelah. 

Shortly  after  the  death  of  Sarah. 
Abraham  scut  Eliezer  to  the  land  of 
Mesopolamia  to  procure  from  among 
his  kindred,  a,  wife  for  Isaac.  Guided 
by  the  hand  of  Providence,  the  ser- 
vant of  Abraham  went  to  Nahor,  and 
in  the  family  of  Bothuel,  who 
Abraham's  nephew,  procured  _  _ 
son  a  wife  in  the  person  of  the  beauti- 
ful I'ebokidi. 

Eliezcr  immediately  returned  home 
with  the  maiden  of  Nahor  under  his 
charge,  and  as  he  came  nearhis  masters 
tent  Isaac  was  walking  in  the  ileitis 


And  as  ho  lifted  up  his  eyes,  ho  saw 
the  camels  coming.     "" 
company  ■ 

ham's 

that  Isaac  saw  the  train,  and  his  eyes 
lighted  upon  Rebekah,  she  also  saw 
Isaac  and  asked  who  he  was;  aha  was 
informed  that  it  was  her  future  husband, 
when  she  at  once  lighted  off  tho  camel 
on  which  she  rode,  and  quickly  veiled 
herself  as  a  sign  of  chastity,  modesty 
and  subjection.  Isaac  at  once  took 
charge  of  her  and  brought  her  into  tho 
tent  that  had  formerly  been  occupied 
by  Sarah  his  mother.  And  Isaac  took 
Rebekah  to  be  his  wife  and  loved  her. 
It  was  not  long  after  this  until  Abra- 
ham died  and  Isaac  is  seen  performing 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  due  the 
honored  dead  from  the  living.  Abra- 
ham died  and    "was  gathered  to  his 


;ople,"  and  Isaac  and  Ishmael  united 
..i  carrying  his  mortal  remains  to  tho 
nave  and  placed'it  beside  those  of  Sarah, 
so  that  whatever  jealousies  and  conten- 
tions existed  before  between  those  two 
sons  of  Abraham,  they  had  now 
ceased.  Gen.  xxv:  21.  God  renewed 
(he  promise  unto  Isaac  that  had  before 
been  made  unto  Abraham,  to  make  his 
seed  very  numerous.  Soon  two  sons 
were  bora  unto  Isaac  concerning  whom, 
[he  divine  purpose  regarding  tho  pos- 
terity was  made  known  unto-  the  par- 
ents, "the  elder  shall  serve  tho 
younger."  Jacob  and  Esau  became 
the  heads  of  mighty  nations  the 
j>r;t.dir<>:.  ar.d  Blomites. 

A  second  famine  visited  the  land  of 
Canaan  and  Isaac  went  witlihis  family 
to  dwell  in  Gerar,  and  while  he  dwelt 
there  as  his  father  had  done  before  him, 
he  dented  his  wife  saying,  "She  is  my 
sister."  In  tho  case  of  Abraham  it 
was  literally  (rue,  butifc  was  not  true  in 
tho  case  of  Isaac,  for  the  relation  that 
Babekah  sustained  to  him  previous  to 
their  marriage,  was  that  of  cousin, 
while  Sarah  was  the  daughter  of  the 
same  fatter  with  Abraham,  though  not 
of  (he  same  mother.  Itis  quite  likely 
that  Isaac  considered  himself  in  some 
sort  justifiable  for  these  words  spoken 
with  an  intention  to  deceive,  since  he 
supposed  his  lifo  would  be  periled  by 
his  claiming  the  relation  he  really  sus- 
tained to  the  beautiful  Rebekah. 

When  Isaac  became  old,  and  his  sight 
failed,  so  that  he  could  not  distinguish 
one  of  his  sons  from  the  other,  for  he 
was  then  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
years  of  age,  ho  desired  to  receive 
savory  meat  at  the  hands  of  his  eldest 
son,  and  pronounce  the  blessings  of 
primogeniture.  But  Jacob  deceived 
him  and  craftily  obtained  Esau's  bless- 
ing, and  although  this  supplanting  on 
the  part  of  Jacoh  proved  tho  occasion 
of  a  break  between  the  brothers,  and 
brought  about  a  separation  which  con- 
ftinucd  for  many  years,  yet  the  brothers 
were  afterwards  reconciled,  and  they 
united  in -com  fortius  their  father  in  his 
last  days,  and  when  he  died,  they  joined 
in  filial  affection  to  pe form  the  last  sad 
office  for  their  amiable,  and  truly  pious 
father.  Gen.  sxvii  and  xxv.  Though 
Isaac  may  not  have  been  in  many  re- 
spects as  remarkable  a  man  as  was 
Abraham  his  father,  or  Jacob  his  son, 
yet  be  was  as  virtuous  and  pious-minded 
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ISAIAH,   OR   ESAIAS—  [I-za'-yah.] 
the  salvation  of  the  Lord. 
Isaiah  was  the  son  of  Amoz.     IIo 

Jrophesied  in  the  days  of  Uzziah, 
othavn,  Ahaz,  ami  liezekiah,  kings  ol' 
Judah.  Isaiah, 1:  I.  It  Las  been  sup- 
posed that  he  was  of  royal  blood,  being 
nearly  related  to  Uzziah,  in  whose  reign 
he  ]ieg;m  i\v.  proplx; tits  work. 

The  flrst  live  chapters  of  Isaiah,  are 
supposed  to  have  been  written  in  TJz- 
«iah's  life-time,  and  the  sixth  shortly 
after  his  death.  That  chapter  contains 
an  important  vision  of  the  Redeemer 
and  his  kingdom,  given  to  the  prophet 
in  the  year  of  Uzziah' s  death.  The 
Redeemer  is  represented  as  attended 
and  praised  by  seraphs,  angels  and 
ministers.  Isaiah  is  humbled  by  the 
glorious  vision  and  bewails  his  own  un- 
worthiness  and  loathsomeness.  In  the 
midst  of  his  self-abasement,  a  seraph 
flew  towards  him,  having  a  live  coal, 
which  he  had  taken  with  the  tongs, 
from  oif  tha  altar,  and  laid  it  on  his 
mouth,  thereby  symbolizing  the  prepa- 
ration to  preach  and  to  teach.  Realiz- 
ing the  qualification  he  had  received, 
he  at  once  offered  himself  for  the  work. 
"Here  am  I,  send  me."  Irt  his  labors 
■as  a,  prophet,  ho  faithfully  declared  the 
divine  will  unto  those  to  whom  he  min 
istered. 

He  had  two  sons,  the  name  of  tht 
first  was  Shear Jaelrab,  and  the  namt 
of  the  second  was  Maher-shalal-hash 
baz.  When  God  sent  him  to  meet 
Ahaz,  he  bade  him  .take  the  first  named 
son  with  him,  and  toll  him,  among 
■other  things,  that  Syria,  and  the  ten 
tribes  should  be  without  a  king,  and 
assured  him  that  the  circumstances  that 
should  produce  the  event,  should  take 
place  in  a  short  time,  even  beforo  the 
child  should  conic  to  years  of  discretion. 
He  also  assured  the  Jews  that  before 
his  second  son,  Maher-shalal-hashbaz, 
should  learn  to  talk,  or  be  able  to  cry, 
"my  father,  or  my  mother,"  the  king- 
doms of  Syria  and  Samaria  should  be 
utterly  rained  by  the  Assyrians,  and 
that  the  kingdom  of  Judah  itself, 
should  also  be  brought  to  the  very  brink 
of  ruin.     See  Isaiah,  vii  and  viii. 

When  king  Hezekiah  was  sick,  Isaiah 
was  moved  by  his  request  to  pray  for 
iiim,  to  petition  the  G-od  of  the  Jews 


._.  his  behalf.  He  afterward  comforted 
the  king.  But  when  the  messengers 
of  Baladen  were  received  by  the  king,  t 
and  honored  by  beiDg  shown  the  treas- 
ures of  Israel,  and  the  magnificence  of 
Hezkiah's  palaces,  Isaiah  went  to  the 
king  and  reproved  him;  he  also  proph- 
iod  regarding;  the  future  kingdom  end 
im  ily  of  Hezekiah.    See  chapters, 

The  prophet  is  represented  as  going 
.wefoot  and  almost  naked,  for  nearly 
three  years,  to  prefigure  tho  distressed 
condition  of  two  countries  under  the 
Assyrian  yoke,  viz:  Egypt  and  Hthio- 
Isaiah,  xx.  He  is  supposed  to 
prophesied  forty-five,  and  some 
think  sixty  years,  and  probably  was  put 
to  death. 

Isaiah  was  uniformly  spoken  of  in 
the  scriptures  as  a  prophet  of  great 
honor  and  dignity.  He  is  called  by 
some  writers,  the  prince  of  all  the 
prophets.  Me  has  also  been  denomina- 
ted the  evangelical  prophet,  because  of 
the  number  and  variety  of  his  prophe- 
cies regarding  the  person.,  character, 
ministry,  teaching  and  miracles,  with 
tho  sufferings  and  death  of  Messiah: 
and  also,  heeause  of  his  prophecies  re- 

firding  tho  kingdom  of  Christ.  He 
as  been  said  to  be  tho  most  eloquent 
of  all  the  prophets.  There  is  fire  and 
energy,  and  purity  in  his  language  and 
expressions,  and  his  writings  are  sub- 
lime poetry,  almost  without  any  ex- 
ception. 

I-Iis  wife  is  styled  a  prophetess, 
though  her  name  is  not  given.     Isaiah, 

There  is  a  tradition  extant  regarding 
Isaiah,  that  he  wrote  other  books;  one 
regarding  the  reign  and  actions  of 
Uzaiah,  referred  to  in  2d  Chronicles, 
xxvi:  22,;  and  also,  that  he  wrote  a 
book  called  the  "ascension  of  Isaiah." 
It  is  also,  reported  that  he  was  buried 
near  Jerusalem,  under  the  Fuller's  oak, 
not  far  from  the  pool  of  Siloam,  and 
that  his  body  was  afterwards  removed 
to  a  point  near  the  source  of  the  Jor- 
dan; and  later,  was  removed  to  Con- 
stantinople. But  of  these  things  we 
have  no  evidence,  nor  are  they  of  any 
great  importance. 

ISCAH — [Is'-eah,]  he  that  anoints,  or 
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supposed  that  she  was  the  same  person 
as  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Abraham,  but 
this  cannot  he  so,  since  Iseah.  is  ex- 
pressly said  to  be  the  daughter  of  Ha- 
ran,  while  Sarah  was  the  daughter  of 
Terah,  and  the  half-sister  of  Abraham, 
beiove  she  became  his  wife. 

ISCAKIOT—  [Ia-kar,-ri-ob,littftoMgft( 

tii  dgivify  a  native  of  the  town  of 

Iscarioih. 
Judas,  one  of  the  twelve*    He  be- 
tted Christ  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver. 
This  is  his  surname.    [See  Judas  Is- 
eariot.] 

E3HBAK — Empty,  forsaken,  aban- 
doned. 

He  was  one  of  ilni  sons  of  Abval 
by  Kctuvuh,  and  is  referred  to  in  I 


ISHBIBENOB-EIsh'-bi-be'-nob,]  he 
that  sits-  in  the  prophecy,  cot. 

Isi-miBENO-n  was  a  Philistine  of  the 
race  of  the  giants.  2d  Sam.  xsd :  16, 
17.  Wo  learn,  that  his  spear  weighed 
three  hundred  shekels.  He  had  a  new 
sword  girded  upon  his  thigh,  which  in 
size  and  weight  answered  to  the  spear. 
Equipped  with  these  weapons,  lie  went 
forth  to  slay  David,  and'  was  on  the 
point  of  effecting  this  purpose  and  end, 
when  Abishai,  the  son  of  Zeraiattcame 
to  David,  helped  him  and  smote  the 
Philistine  giant,  and  so  succored'  and 
saved  the  king. 

ISHBOSHETH-CIsh'-ho-shethJ  a 
man  of  shame. 

Ibhbosheth  was  the  eon  of  King 
Saul,  and  his  successor  on  the  throne 
of  Israel.  Abner  the  chief  general 
of  Saul  made  Ishbosbcth  king1  over 
the  tribes  of  Israel,  except  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  which  clave  to  David..  And 
Ishbosbcth  reigned  in  peace  for  two 
years,  when  Abner  drew  on  a  war 
with  the  kingdom  of  David.  It  was 
not  a  general  conflict,  but  was  made 
up  of  skirmishes  between  parties  of 
the  soldiers  of  Ibhbosheth  and  David. 

Ishhosheth  gave  offence  to  Abner 
by  accusing.- him  of  improper  conduct 
with  Bizpah  his  father's  second  wife. 
Abner  became  enraged  at  the  charge, 
and  deserted  him.  He  began  to  set 
on  foot  a  plan  for  transferring  the 
kingdom  of  Ishhosheth  with,  all  its 


interests  to  David.  He  conferred, 
with  David  by  messengers,  and  also  in- 
person.  But  David  would  not  allow 
Abner  to  sec  him  until  he  brought 
Michal,  Saul's  daughter,  and  his  own 
legitimate  wife  to  him.  He  accord- 
ingly made  the  de.umnd  of  IshboshelL, 
who  sent  and  took  her  from  Phaltiel, 
the  son  of  Laish,  find  had  her  con- 
veyed to  Davict  at  Hebron.  Abner 
then  engaged  to  bring  all  Israei  over 
to  David,  but  he  was  murdered  by 
p(o:il>  the  general  of  his  army. 

Isbbosheth  was  not  aware  of  the 
designs  of  Abner  as  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  was  deeply  affected  by  his 
death.  He  lost  his  courage,  "his 
hands  were  feeble  and  all  the  Israel- 
ites were  troubled."  Ishhosheth  was 
a  very  feeble  prince,  and  had  but  few 
of  the  qualities  requisite  for  a  suc- 
cessful sovereign.  In  the  sorrow  that 
pressed  him  ho  went  into  his  chamber 
about  noon,  to  rest  and  to  sleep ;  there 
were  two  of  his  captains  who  were 
brothers,  that  had  plotted  his  death 
—and  they  entered  his  bed  chamber 
stealthily  and  murdered  him,  then 
made  their  eseapc,  witli  the  head  cf 
the  murdered  king  to  David,  who  was 
at  Hebron.  Baanah  and  Beehah  who. 
had  performed  this  cruel  act,  sup- 
posed that  David  would  laud" thera for 
their  conduct,  and  honor  them  with  a 
higher  position  in  his  army  than  they 
had  occupied  in  the  army  of  Ishho- 
sheth; hut  in  this  they  were  mista- 
ken, for  no  sooner  had  they- reported 
their  deed  to  David,  than  he  accused 
them  of  bci 

They  had  n 

in  his  own  house,  and  o.i  n.D  u»u  i™. 
while  to,  his  face  they  had  pretended 
to  he  his  friends.  David  ordered  his 
young  men  to  put  them  to  death,  and 
they  did  at  once,  cutting  off  their 
hands  and  their  feet— and  he  ordered 
their  bodies  to  be  hung  up  over  the 
pool  of  Hebron,  and  the  head  of  Ish- 
hosheth to  bo  honorably  buried  in  the 
tomb  of  the  fallen  Abner.      See  2d' 

With  the  death  of  Ishhosheth  the 
authority  and  rule  in  Israel,  of  the; 
house  of  Saul  failed. 

EHI,  l-fl'-shi.] 

A  man  of  the  descendants  of  Judah,. 
and  belonging  to  tho  extensive  family 
of  Hezron..    1st  Ghron.  ii  i  31. 
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ISHI,  2. 

He  was  a  bead  of  a  family  in  the 
tribe  of  Simeon.     1st  Chron.  iv  :  42. 

ISHI,  3. 

He  was  the  head  of  a  family  in  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  on  the  oast  of  the 
Jordan.     1st  Chron.  v :  24. 

ISHIAH— [I-shi-'ah.] 

Isi-iiah  was  the  fifth  son  of  lara- 
hiah,  and  one  of  the  heads  of  the  tribe 
of  Issachar  in  the  time  of  David.  1st 
Chron.  vii :  3. 


from  tho  captivity,  who  had  married  a 
foreign  wife.     Ez.  x:  31. 


Jufiah's  tribe,    lilt  Chron.  i 

I8HMAEL,  l-[Ish'ma-el,]  Chdwlw 

hears. 

Isomael  was  the  son  of  Abraham, 

by  Hagar,  tho  handmaid  of  Sarah. 

who  was  given  to  the  patriarch  to 

Wife, 

He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age, 
when  Isaac  was  born ;  but  when  Isaac 
was  four  or  five  years  of  age,  his 
metlier  saw  Ishmael,  the  eon.  of  Ha- 

f;.r,  mocking  him  <;r  indulging  in  some 
ind  of  ridicule  of  her  son,  and  she 
determined  to  send  Hagar,  with  her 
son,  away.  At  first,  Abraham  was 
unwilling  to  meet  Sarah's  wishes  in 
this  respect,  but  by  a  revelation  from 
God,  lie  was  required  to  grant  her  re- 

vibraham  disinherited  Ishmael,  and 
dismissed  him,  with  his  mother,  from 
the  family,  though  ho  provided  them 
with  bread  and  water  for  their  journey 
into  the  wilderness.  It  was  not  long 
until  the  bread  gave  out,  and  the  wa- 
ter was  spent  in  the  bottle.  She  iblt 
that  she  was  in  extremity,  and  with 
her  son,  was  about  to  resign  herself 
to  death  from  starvation  and  thirst, 
when  God  miraculously  supplied  her 
with  water,  and  with  it  she  refreshed 
hoi>elf  am!  her  ^yingboy. 

Ishmael  and  his  mother  took  up 
their  residence  in  the  wilderness  of 
Paran,  and  he  procured  for  himself 
and  mother  a  living  by  shooting — "he 
became  an  archer.' 


At  length  Ishmael  married  an 
Egyptian  woman,  under  the  direction 
of  bis  mother,  and  became  the  head 
of  a  numerous  family.  He  had  twelve 
sons  who  were  all  heads  of  extensive 
Arabian. tribes,  and  thus  the  predic- 
tion was  fulfilled,  made  by  the  angel 
to  Hagar  at  the  well,  and  also  to 
Abraham,  regarding  Ishmael's  de- 
scendants. 

He  had  also  a  daughter  called  Ma- 
halalh  or  Basbemath,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Esau.     Gen.  xxi  and 


Although  li.  

yet  he  seems  afterwards  to  bo  associ- 
ated with  Isaac,  if,  in  nothing  else,  in 
burying  their  father ;  for  when  Abra- 
ham was  "gathered  to  his  people,'' 
Isaac  and  Ishmael,  his  sons  buried 
him  in  the  cave  of  Mnehpelah.  Gen. 
xxv :  U.  This  shows  that  tho  son  of 
Hagar  had  a  regard  for  Abraham, 
notwithstanding  tho  seeming  hardness 
of  being  disinherited  hy  Abraham. 
The  posterity  of  Ishmael  are  called 
Ishraaclites,  and  took  up  their  abode 
between  Havilah  and  Shur.  Havilah 
was  situated  near  the  confluence  of 
tho  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  and  Shur 
was  on  the  Isthmus  which  separates 
Arabia  from  Egypt,  and  hence  we  may 
suppose  that  they  possessed  nearly 
alt  of  Arabia.    Josephus  styles  Ish- 

lcI  the  founder  of  flic  Arabian  na- 
tion. Gen.  xxv:  17-18.  Ishmaol 
died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  years,  surrounded  by  his 
friends,  and  in  the  presence  of  his 
brethren. 

ISHMAEL,  2— [Ish-ma'-el,]  God 
who  liears. 
Ishmael  was  one  of  the  royal  fam- 
ilies of  Judah.  He  was  the  son  of 
Kcthaniah,  and  was  cent  by  liaalis.  the 
king  of  the  Ammonites,  to  murder 
Gedaliah,  the  deputy  governor  of  the 
Jews,  who  were  loft  in  Canaan  after 
tho  captivity.  Gedaliah  was  filling 
that  office  under  the  direction  of  Neb- 
uchadnezzar. He  was  unwilling  to 
believe  the  report  made  to  him  of  the 
intention  of  Ishmael  to  kill  him.  He 
was  admitted,  with  several  others,  by 
the  unsuspecting  governor,  into  his 
presence,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  a 
repast  with  him.  No  sooner  was  an, 
opportunity  afforded,  than  Ishmael 
up  with  the  men  that  were  with 
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him  in  the  plot,  and  smote  Ccdaliah  ; 
and  lie  added  to  the  murder  of  this 
man,  the  murder  of  otaer  Jews,  and 
also  the  Chaldeans,  who  were  associ- 
ated with  Gcdaliah.  A  great  number 
were  slain  thus,  and  cast  hy  Ishinael 
into  a  pit;  and  ho  took  a  great  many 
captives,  and  started  with  them  on  a 
march  to  the  country  of  Amnion,  as 
'"  3  taken  in  war.  But  Johanan, 
i  of  Karciili.  hearing  what  ho 
nau  aone,  gathered  a  company  of  wsr- 
riors  and  pursued  after  Ishmael,  and 
overtaking  him,  he  retook  the  captives 
and  recovered  the  spoils,  and  would 
have  taken  Ishmafll  anil  his  accom- 
plices had  he  not  fled  with  them  to  the 
country  of  the  Ammonites.    Jcr.  xl. 


and  xli. 
ISHMAIAH—  [Ish-n 


!>.] 


Was  a.  son  of  Obadiah,  the  ruler  of 
the  tribe  of  Zebu! on,  in  the  time  of 
David.    1st  Cliron.  xxvii :  19. 

ISIIMERAI— [Ish'-me-ra.] 

Was  a  Benjaniite,  and  one  of  the 
family  of  Elpaal.    1st  CliTon.  viii :  18. 

ISHQD— [I'-shod.] 

Was  one  of  the  tribe  of  Md.ria.nsch. 
m  the  east  of  the  Jordan.   1st  Cliron. 


ISIIPAN— [Ish'-pau.] 

Was  a  Benjaniite,   and  one  of  the 
family  of  Shashak.    1st  Chronicles, 


ISHUAH— LTah'-u-ab..] 

"Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Asher,  and 
is  numbered  with  the  family  of  Jacob, 
who  went  down  into  Egypt  Genesis. 
xlvi :  17. 

ISHUAI-rish'-u-a.] 

Was  the  turn!  son  of  Asher,  and  the 
founder  of  a  family  bearing  his  name, 
Numb,  xxri :  44 ;  1st  Chron.  vii :  30. 

ISHUI. 

Istmi  was  ono  of  the  Eons  of  Saul, 
the  first  king  of  Israel.  1st  Samuel, 
xiv:  49.  He  is  called  Abinadab  in 
1st  Sam.  xxxi :  2,  where  the  account 
of  his  death,  with  the  death  of  his 
father  and  two  brothers  Jonathan  and 
Mclchishua  is  given. 


ISMAC]  IIAH-[Is-ma-ki'-ah.] 

Ishmachiah  was  one  of  those  who 
vroro  engaged  in  Ilczekiah's  reform, 
and  is  referred  to- with  several  others 
in  2d  Chron,  xxxi.     He  was  an  over- 


ISRAEL— [Is'-ra-el,]  a  prince  with 

God,  prevedtixg  n'uk  God,  thai 
wrestle tk  with  God. 

This  was  a  name  given  to  Jacob  by 
the  angel  of  the  covenant  when  he 
wrestled  with  him  all  night,  even  un- 
t.il  the  break  of  day  at  Pcnicl.  Gen. 
xxxii :  28.  "  Thy  name  Hhall  be  called 
no  more  Jacob,  but  Israel ;  for  as  a 
prince  hast  thou  power  with  God  and 
with  man,  and  hast  prevailed."  See 
Jacob. 

While  (ho  defendants  of  Abraham 
are  called  Hebrews,  because  they 
came  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Euphrates  into  Canaan ;  they  were 
afterwards  called  Israelites  from  their 
progenitor  Israel,  as  afterwards  they 
were  called  Jews,  from  Judah  a  son 
of  Jacob  from  whose  loins  the  Mes- 
siah was  to  come,  and  whoso  tribe  was 
the  most  important  of  all  the  tribes. 

ISSACHAB— [Is'sa-char,]  price,  re- 
ward. 
IssAonAit  was  the  son  of  Leah,  the 
wife  of  the  patriarch  Jacob.  He  way 
the  fifth  son  of  Leah,  and  the  circum- 
stances narrated  regarding  his  birth, 
are  remarkable.     The  name  is  sup- 

Soscd  to  have  reference  to  the  man- 
rakes  which  Leah  gave  to  Baehel. 
Gen.  xxx :  14. 

Issaohar  hud  four  sons  whose  names 
are  given  in  Gen.  xlvi:  13,  aud  his  de- 
scendants, through  these  sous,  became 
numerous.  When  they  left  the  land 
of  Egpyt,  they  numbered  fifty-four 
thousand  and  four  hundred,  and  were 
under  the  charge  of  Nathanccl,  the 
son  of  Zuar,  and  their  spy,  to  view 
the  promised  land,  was  Igal,  the  son 
of  Joseph,  while  their  agent,  to  assist 
in  dividing,  was  Palteel,  the  son  of 
Aaaan.  Num.  i:  3-29.  Also  Num. 
x:  15  and  xiii:  7.  'The  position  of 
this  tribe  in  the  wilderness  was  before 
the  tabernacle,  and  they  increased  in 
the  wilderness  nine  thousand  and  nine 
hundred.     Num.  xxvi:     23. 

The  tribe  of  Issaehar  enjoyed  a 
rich  lot  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  They 
are  said  to  have  been  very  industrious 
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and  wealthy,  and  continued  to  worship 
the  God  of  their  fathers,  as  predicted 
by  Moses  when  lie  blessed  the  tribes 
of  [srael. 

We  know  nothing  pisi'tifnlar  regard- 
ing the  life  of  Issachar,  and  but  little 
regarding  individuals  of  his  tribe, 
Tola,  who  was  a  judge  of  Israel,  was 
of  this  tribe,  and  JBa.asha,  a  king  of 
Israel,  belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Issa- 
char.  The  princes  of  Issaohar  were 
associated  with  Deborah  and  Barak, 
in  overthrowing  the  army  of  Jabin, 
the  king  of  Canaan.  Judges  v  ;  15. 
When  David  was  crowned,  two  hun- 
dred of  the  principal  men  attended, 
and  with  Zebulun  and  Naphtali, 
brought  much  provisions  with  them  to 
use  during  the  coronation  feast.  1st 
Ohron.  xii.  The  tribe  was  very  nu- 
merous in  the  time  of  David,  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  forty-three 
thousand  and  sis  hundred  warriors — 
men  that  wore  able  to  draw  ihe  sword. 
And  even  as  late  as  the  day  of  Heze- 
kiah,  this  tribe  is  spoken  of  as  a  tribe 
of  very  considerable  number,  and  " 
portanee.  Multitudes  of  them  at- 
tended Hez  okiah's  passover. 
Ohron.  vii:  1-6,  and  xii:  32,  and 
xxvii:  18,  and  2d  Clxion.  xxs. 

ISSACHAR,   2— [Is'-sa-kar,]  price, 
reward. 
He  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Obed- 
Edora,  and  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 

1st  Ohron.  sxvi:   5. 

ISSHIAH. 

lie  was  one  of  the  ministers  in  the 
templo,  under  the  order  of  service  in- 
stituted in  the  lime  of  David.  1st 
Chron.  xxiv:  2t. 

ISUI-[Is'-u-i.] 

He  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Asber,  and 
is  numbered  with  the  family  of  Jaeob, 
who  went  down  into  Egypt.  Genesis 
slvi:  17. 

ITHAMAR— [ItV-a-marJ  island  of 

tka  palm  tree,  won  to  the  palm  or 

change. 
Ititat.IASI  was  the  fourth  and  young- 
est son  of  Aaron.  In  the  time  of  Eli 
and  his  children,  for  some  cause  or 
oi.Ikt,  this  hif:h  [siiestiiood  rested  " 
family  of  Ithamar.  It  had  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  family  of  Elcazar.  It 
however,   returned    to  the  family  of 


Aaron,  because  of  the  wickedness  of 
Eli's  sons,  Hophni  and  Phineas. 
Though  the  high  priesthood  went  back 
to  Eleazar,  yet  Ithamar's  descendants 
continued  in  the  office  of  priests,  for 
David  divided  them  into  twenty-four 
orders,  and  gave  to  Eleazar  sixteen 
parts,  and  to  the  family  of  Ithamar 
eight,'  or  in  other  words  David  consti- 
tuted eight  of  the  orders  of  the  priests 
of  the  descendants  of  Ithamar.  1st 
Ohron.  xxiv. 

ITHMAH-flth'-roah.] 

Ho  waH  a  Moabito,  one  of  the  war- 
riors of  David,  and  of  his  body  guard. 
1st  Chron.  xi :  40. 

ITHRA— Tlth'-ra.] 

Was  an  Israelite,  or  Ishmaeiite,  the 
father  of  Amasa,  by  Abigail,  David's 
sister.  2d  Sam.  xvii :  25 ;  1st  Chron. 
ii:  17. 

ITHRAN— [Ith'-ran.] 

Was  a  son  of  Dishon,  a  Horite,  re- 
ferred to  in  Gen.  x\'.ivi:  2ti;  Ut  Chvon, 
i:  41. 

ITHREAM— [Ith'-re-am,]  excellence 
of  the  people. 
Was  a  son  of  David,  bom  uuto  him 
in  Hebron,  and  said  to  be  the  sixth. 
His  mother's  name  was  Eglah.  2d 
Sam.  iii:  5;  1st  Chron.  iii:  3. 

ITTAI— [If-ta-i.j 

IttaT  was  a  native  of  Gath,  a  Phi- 
listine in  the  army  of  David.  He  was 
in  the  army,  as  an  officer,  during 
this  rebellion  of  Absalom.  He  com- 
manded sis  hundred  warriors,  who 
were  about  David's  person  when  he 
made  his  flight,  2d  Sam.  xv :  18.  And 
afterward,  when  the  army  was  num- 
bered and  organized  by  David,  at  Ma- 
hanaiin,  it  was  divided  into  three 
parts,  and  Ittai  was  placed  in  coln- 
mand  of  one  third  of  the  entire  army. 
2d  Sam.  xviii :  12. 

IZEHAll— [Iz'-e-har.] 

Izbhae.  was  of  the  family  of  Ko- 
hath,  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  were  privileged 
beyond  other  families  in  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  in  that  they  had  charge  of  the 
holy  things,  such  as  the  ark,  table, 
oamllis-stiek.  altars,  and  the  holy  ves- 
sels.   Numb,  iii ;  27-31. 
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IZHAK—  EV-lar.l 

There  were  two  of  this  name  in  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  and  in  the  line  of  the 
priests,  being  the  sons  of  Kohath. 
1st  Chion.  vi :  2  and  18. 

JAALAM  — [Ja-a'-lam,]  hidden, 
ll'pntj  -man,  kids. 
Jaalam  was  ono  of  the  sons  of 
Esau  by  his  Canaanitish  wife,  Aholi- 
bamah.    lie  had  two  full  brothers, 
they  were  Jcush  and  Korah.    Genesis 

JAAKEOttEGIM— [Ja-ar-eor'-a- 
gim.] 
Jaakeobecim  was  the  father  of 
Elhanan,  who  slew  the  brother  of 
Goliath  the  Gittitc.  2d  Sam.  sxi :  19. 
He  is  also  called  Jair.     1st  Clrron, 


JA.Af.iTKL— [Ja-a'-si-el.] 

Jaabiel  the  son  of  Abner,  was  the 
ruler  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  in  the 
times  of  David.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxvii;  21. 

JAAZANIAH  or  JEZENIAH- 

CJn-az-za-ni'ah.1 

Jaazawiah  the  Maachathite  is  re- 
ferred to  in  2d  Kings,  xxv,  and  ir 
Jer.  xl.  He  was  associated  with  Isb. 
macl  in  the  murder  of  G-cdalia-h  the 
governor  of  the  Jews,  appointed  by 
Ncl  mthiidnezzar. 

J  A  B  A  L  —  [Ja'-hal,]  which  glides 
away,  produces. 
Jaual  was  the  son  of  Lameeh  and 
Adah.  He  was  remarkable  as  the 
inventor  of  tent-making,  and  the  first 
person  mentioned  as  raising  cattle. 
Gen.  iv:  29.  "And  Adah  bare  Jabal : 
ho  was  the  father  of  such  as  dwell  in 
tents,  and  of  such  as  have  eattlc."  Ho 
was  not  the  first  shepherd,  for  Abel  was 
a  "keeper  of  sheep,  but  Jabal  engaged 
extensively  in  the  business,  which 
became  so  common  among  the  Patri- 
archs. Abraham  and  Lot  had  exten- 
sive flocks  and  herds.  Laban  and 
Jacob's  wealth  consisted  in  snch,  and 
so  all  the  sons  of  Israel  from  Beubcn 
the  eldest,  to  Benjamin,  the  youngest. 

JABEZ— [Ja'-bez,]  sorrow,  trouble. 

Jauez  was  a  descendant  of  Jndah 
byAshur.  1st  Chron.  iv:  9,  The 
pain  and  sorrow  of  his  mother,  at  bis 


birth,  is  expressed  by  the  name  that 
was  given  him.  She  "called  his  name 
Jabez,  saying:  because  I  bare  him 
with  sorrow.'  Though  wo  know 
nothing  of  him  but  what  is  mentioned 
here,  for  his  name  docs  not  occur  any- 
where else  in  the  sacred  scriptures, 
we  are  satisfied  that  he  was  an  honor- 
able man.  His  religious  character, 
with  his  authority  growing  out  of  his 
isition  in  the  family,  made  him 
more  honorable  than  his  brethren." 
IT (s  worshipped  God  most  devoutly, 
and  his  prayer  recorded  is  full  of 
earnestness  and  fervor.  He  prays 
that  God  would  enlarge  his  firmjly  ;iud 
his  inheritance,  and  would  help  and 
direct  him  in  all  his  undertakings ; 
keep  him  from  everything  dangerous 
id  sinful,  that  ho  might  not  bo 
O_ioved.  The  following  is  his  prayer 
which  was  granted  to  him;  "Oh  that 
thou  wouldest  bless  me  indeed,  and 
enlarge  my  coast,  and  that  thine  hand 
might  bo  with  me,  and  that  thou 
Ides*  keep  mc  from  all  evii  that  it 
-- t^it  not  grieve  mo."  The  name  of 
Jabez  occurs  in  1st  Chron.  ii :  55,  but 
the  name  of  a  place  and  not  of  a 
person. 


lDgj    : 

the  most  powerful  of  that 
country.  Ho  was  the  king  of  the  city 
of  Hazor,  who  associated  with  himself 
the  King  of  Madon,  and  the  King  of 
Shimron,  and  the  King  of  Achshaph 
with  several  others,  to  oppose  Joshua  in 
his  conquest  of  the  land.  He  deter- 
mined if  possible  to  stop  his  march,  and 
cool  his  ardor  as  a  conquering  general. 
Josh,  si.  He  consequently  gathered 
their  whole  forces  together  at  the  waters 
of  Merom  to  fight  with  Israel.  The 
«>nf(>d(>mtii  kings  laid  their  plans,  but 
the  Lord  delivered  them  into  the  hands 
of  Joshua.  They  fled  from  the  battle- 
field, and  were  pursued  in  their  flight 
and  many  of  them  cut  off.  "When 
Joshua  gave  up  tbo  pursuit,  ho  returned 
to  Hazor,  which  was  not  far  from 
Merom,  avid  burnt  the  city  with  fire, 
ilu;.1  killed  ..hdiin  tlie  King. 

JABIN",  2 — He  that  understands,  lie 
that  builds. 
JABIN  was  also  a  King  of'Huzor,  and 
probably  a  descendant  of  tho  former 
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king.  Haaor  where  he  reigned,  was  the 
same  as  tho  former,  for  after  Joshua 
conquered  it,  and  gave  it  to  thctribeof 
Raphtalt,  it  was  afterwards  possessed 
by  tho  Oanaanites.  In  Judges  iv:  2, 
it  is  said  "tho  Lord  sold  them  iuto  the 
hand  of  Jabin,  King  of  Canaan,  that 
reigned  in  Hnzor."  This  Jabin  was 
also  a  powerful  King,  and  for  twenty 
years  ho  mightily  oppressed  the  child- 
ren of  Israel.  At  tho  time  that  Deborah 
arose  "a  mother,"  and  a  deliverer  of 
Israel,  this  Jabin  had  nine  hundred 
iron  chariots  and  a  very  large  army 
under  the  management  of  Sisera.  They 
fought  a  battle  which  resulted  in  the 
defeat  of  Jabin,  and  tho  utter  distrac- 
tion of  his  vast  army,  armor  and  weap- 
ons of  war,  and  tho  death  of  his 
goaeral  Sisera.     Jud.  iv. 

JACHIN,  1— [Jaf-Ym,]  that  strength- 

JAOHIN  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Sim- 
eon. He  was  numbered  with  the  fam- 
ily of  Jacob,  who  went  with  him  down 
into  Egypt.     Genesis,  xlvi:  10. 

JACIIIN,  2.— That  strengthen*. 

Jachin*  was  one  of  tho  priests  ap- 
pointed by  David,  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenty-four  orders.  His  lot 
was  the  twenty-first.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxiv:  17. 


Jacob  was  the  youngest  soi 
Isaac  and  Eehekaii,  and  the  grandson 
of  the  patriarch  Abrahnm.  He  was  ; 
very  remarkable  personage,  whose 
fortunes  were  varied,  hut  lie  proved 
himself,  in  his  trust  in  Cod,  equal  to 
every  emergency,  and  though  dark 
portentious  clouds  at  times  hung  over 
him  so  as  to  make  his  life  shady, 
through  the  mercy  of  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  he  passed  tho  storms  and 
trials  of  his  eventful  life,  and  his  last 
days  were  his  brightest  and  best. 

IIo  possessed  a  strong  mind  and  a 
heart  influenced  by  divine  grace.  The 
strength  of  his  mind  is  exhibited  in 
his  whole  life,  and  the  goodness  of  his 
heart  is  attested  by  the  wonderful 
manifestation  of  God's  favor  made  to 
him  at  Pcniel.  Jacob  continued  to 
be  a  man  of  strong  mind  until  his 
work  was  all  done.     11  lh  intellect  did 


not  fail  until  the  last  sentence  had 
fallen  from  his  lips,  and  his  weeping 
children  had  beheld  him  breathe  his 
st  in  death. 

Jacob  was  the  twin  brotheT  of 
sau,  and  before  they  were  horn,  the 
mother  was  advised  by  the  Lord  that 
they  should  become  heads  of  mighty 
nations,  veTy  different  in  their  temper, 
circumstances  and  government;  but 
the  "elder  should  serve  tho  younger." 
xsv :  26.     Esau  being  born  iirst, 

the    eldest,  and  justly  claimed 

the  birthright,  whieh_gavo  nini  supe- 
riority to  Jacob.  That  superiority 
consisted  in  part  of  a  double  portion 
of  tho  father's  inheritance,  and  his 
peculiar  blessing.  The  birthright, 
important  as  it  was,  was  transferable, 
as  the  sequel  in  the  history  of  these 
two  brothers  proves.  One  day,  as 
ao  in  from  a  hunting  excur- 
sion very  hungry,  his  eye  rested  upon 
some  vegetables  that  Jacob  had 
cooked,  and  he  asked  him  that  he 
dght  eat  of  them.  Jacob  aecord- 
igiy  proposed  him  the  cooked  vege- 
tables in  lieu  of  the  birthright.  Esau 
accepted  his  proposition,  and  under 
oath  transferred  it  to  Jacob, 
Some  years  after  this,  when  Isaac 
as  old  and  his  eyes  were  dim,  he 
icle  Esau,  who  was  a  hunter,  take 
his  weapons  and  go  out  and  procure 
him  venison,  and  prepare  him  meat 
that  he  could  relish,  that  his  soul 
iglit  bless  him  before  lie  died. 
Now  Ecbckah,  who  was  partial  to 
Jacob,  was  near  by  when  Isaac  gave 
the  order  to  Esau,  and  heard  it ;  and 
being  anxious  that  Jacob  should  have 
the  first  blessing,  she  bade  him  go  to 
the  flocks  and  procure  two  kids  of  tho 
goats,  and  she  would  prepare  savory 
meat  such  as  she  knew  that  Isaac  loved, 
and  he  should  go  in  with  the  meat  to 
his  father,  and  procure  the  blessing 
that  Isaac  was  intending  for  Esau.  Tho 
conscience  of  Jacob  was  rather  tender, 
and  he  ventured  an  objection ;  but  his 
mother  so  far  removed  it  as  to  induce 
him  to  cany  out  her  plan.  Jacob  killed 
the  kids  and  his  mother  dressed  them. 
She  then  put  the  raiment  of  Esau  upon 
Jacob,  and  the  skin  of  the  kids  that 
bad  been  slain  upon  his  hands  and  his 
neck.  Thus  prepared  ho  went  into  the 
presence  of  his  father,  and  deceiving 
him,  Isaac  pronounced  upon  him  the 
pjoulkii'  blessing. 
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Esau  became  greatly  enraged  at  his 
brother  who  had  supplanted  him,  and 
resolved  to  murder  him.  This  led  to 
Jacob's  leaving  homo  some  time  after  ; 
hut  before  be  left  he  received  the  con- 
firmation of  the  blessing  he  had  ob- 
tained through  subtlety. 

Jacob  went,  under  the  instruction  of 
his  father,  to  Padan-aram,  to  take  a 
wife  of  the  daughters  of  his  mother's 
brother.  He  left  home' privately,  and 
on  the  second  day  of  his  .journey  Beared, 
in  the  shade  of  (he  evening,  the  city  of 
Luz;  "and  he  lighted  upon  a  certain 
place  and  tarried  there  all  night  because 
the  sun  was  set."  And  taking  a  stone 
of  that  place  for  a  pillow  ho  laid  him 
down  and  slept;  and  in  the  vision  of 
that  night  the  sublime  scene  passed  he- 
fore  him  of  a  ladder  reaching  up  into 
heaven,  and  the  angels  of  God  ascend- 
ing and  descending  upon  It.  At  iho 
top  of  the  ladder  stood  tho  Lord  God, 
and  assured  him  that  he  was  the  God 
of  his  fathers,  Abraham  and  Isaac,  and 
that  be  would  give  him  and  his  seed 
the  land  of  Canaan  for  their  inherit- 
ance, and  make  his  posterity  numerous 
as  the  stars  of  heaven  and  as  the  sands 
of  the  sea-shore,  and  ail  nations  should 
be  UuhmhI  in  him. 

Under  the  pleasant  sensations  pro- 
duced by  the  ladder-dream,  early  in 
the  morning  Jacob  consecrated, 


stone  which  be  had  for  a  pillow  and 
erected  it  as  a  monument,  then  poured 
oil  on  the  top  of  it  and  called  the  name 
of  the  place  Bethel,  or  the  house  of 
God.  Ho  also  entered  into  a  solemn 
covenant  with  Gud,  that  if  he  would 
protect  him,  provide  for  him,  and  pros- 
per him,  he  would  give  him  one-tenth 
of  his  entire  income  ;  and  further,  that 
he  would  mate  Bethel  a  place  of  sol- 
emn worship.     Genesis  xxviii:  20,  21, 


Jacob, 
the  divine  promise  made  to  him,  pro- 
ceeded on  bis  journey  to  Haran,  whore 
Laban,  his  uncle,  dwelt.  The  first 
member  of  the  family  he  was  permitted 
to  see  was  Rachel,  who  afterwards  be- 
came his  wife.  When  he  first  made 
himself  known  unto  her  at  tho  well,  as 
she  was  watering  the  flock,  he  testified 
his  friendship  as  a  cousin  in  the  simple 
and  pure  method,  in  primitive  times, 
of  kissing.     He  offered  thanksgiving 


unto  God,  and  wept  tears  of  gratitude 
for  the  success  with,  which  he  bad  been 
favored  so  far.  She  ran  from  the  well 
and  informed  her  father  that  the  son 
of  Robokah,  her  aunt,  had  come.  La- 
ban  went  out  and  conducted  Jacob  to 
his  house,  which  becamo  his  home. 
After  ho  bad  been  with  his  uncle  one 
month,  and  nothing  had  been  said 
about  wages,  Laban,  desirous  of  retain- 
ing his  services,  asked  him  what  wages 
he  should  give  him.  Jacob  had  al- 
ready formed  strong  attachment  for  the 
beautiful  Rachel,  and  bad  meditated 
marriage  with  her.  He  therefore  said, 
"I  will  serve  thee  seven  years  for  Ra- 
chel, thy  younger  daughter."  Laban 
accepted  the  proposal,  and  Jacob  served 
according  to  agreement,— years  seemed 
but  as  a  few  days,  because  of  the  love 
be  had  for  Rachel.  Ho  then  said  to 
Laban,  "Give  me  my  wife."  The 
father  consequently  made  a  marriage 
feast,  but  in  the  place  of  giving  Rachel 
bis  younger  daughter,  be  deceived  Ja- 
cob and  gave  him  Leah. 

As  is  reasonable  to  suppose,  Jacob 
expressed  dissatisfaction,  and  earnestly 
upbraided  Laban  for  the  deception. 
He  gave  the  reason  for  thus  acting, 
that  Leah  was  the  eldest  and  should  be 
married  first,  as  that  was  the  custom 
iii  Srcsopol-amiii.  Jacob  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  this  custom  of  the  coun- 
try, and  probably  was  reconciled  to  it, 
when  his  father-in-law  promised,  after 
the  lapse  of  a  week,  to  give  him.  Rachel 
also,  provided  he  would  give  him  seven 
years  of  service  for  Tier  in  addition  to 
the  other  seven  years.  Jacob  agreed 
to  this,  and  Rachel  en  whom  his  affec- 
tions were  set  was  given  to  him,  when 
he  commenced  avid  completed  the  ser- 
vice^ after  which,  for  other  wages,  he 
continued  in  charge  of  the  flock  of 
Laban,  which  was  greatly  increased, 
and  he  himself  was  prospered  and  be- 
cai'ie  very  wealthy. 

Of  the  two  wives,  Jacob  much  pre- 
ferred Rachel,  but  God  favored  Leah 
with  children,  while  Rachel  was  barren. 
She  then  gave  Eilhah,  her  maid  unto 
Jacob  as  a  secondary  wife,  who  bare 
two  sons  that  Rachel  looked  upon  as 
her  own  children,  and  gave  them 
names.  In  imitation  of  Rachel,  Leah 
gave  her  maid  also  to  Jacob,  and  she 
bare  him  two  sons.  In  all  Jacob  had 
eleven  sons  bom  unto  him  in  Mesopo- 
tamia, and  one  daughter. 
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When  he  desired  to  return  to  Lis  ov,*n 
conntry,  and  to  the  land  of  his  kindred, 
having  heen  instructed  in  a  vision  by 
the  angel  of  the  Lord,  ho  made  known 
his  desire  to  his  wives,  Rachel  and 
Leah,  and  they  heartily  s-equiesced  in 
tho  will  of  the  Lord.  Hence,  while 
Laban  was  away  from  homo,  Jacob 
(fathered  all  together  and  started  with 
his  wives  and  children  to  go  to  I^aac, 
his  father,  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 
When  Laban  returned  home,  and  it 
was  told  him  that  Jacob  was  gone,  he 
determined  to  pursue  after  him.  He 
overtook  him  in  a  few  days,  and  would 
have  dealt  harshly  with  him,  but  for 
the  caution  he  received  from  God. 
Laban  made  the  charge  upon  Jacob  of 
having  dealt  unfairly  with  him,  and  he 
especially  complained  that  he  had  car- 
ried away  his  gods.  Jacob  defended 
himself,  and  especially  denied  the 
charge  of  theft.  lie  bade  hia  father-in- 
law  examine  all  his  goods,  and  feeling 
very  certain  that  no  one  of  his  family 
was  guilty,  ho  agreed  that  whoever  of 
his  family  should  be  convicted,  might 
bo  put  to  death,  for  he  bad  no  thought 
that  Rachel  was  guilty.  Laban  searched 
for  his  idols,  but  found  them  not,  be- 
cause of  the  iniquity  of  Rachel,  who 
sat  upon  them  and  complained  of  indis- 
position that  prevented  her  rising  up. 
The  difficulty  betweeu  Laban  and  Jacob 
was  finally  settled,  and  they  made  a 
sol  e  umco  ven  an  t  of  perpc  tual  friend  ship, 
and  reared  a  heap  of  stones  in  testi- 
mony of  their  covenant,  when  Laban 
"kissed  his  sons  and  daughters,  and 
blessed  them,"  then  turned  his  face  to- 
wards his  home,  and  Jacob  with  his 
family  went  on  his  way.  Before  they 
parted,  however,  each  one  gave  a  name 
to  the  place.  Jacob  called  it  Galecd, 
and  Laban  called  it  Jegar-Sahadutha. 
both  of  which  signify  the  heap  of  wit- 
ness. 

Shortly  after  this  Jacob  was  favored 
with  another  vision  of  angels  in  the 
wilderness  of  Kahanaim.  Here  a 
host  of  angels  met  him.  The  Al- 
mighty showed  him  that  he  was 
guarded  on  every  side.  He  had  just 
passed  tho  severe  trial  and  inspection 
of  Laban,  and  now  he  was  dreading 
the  vengeance  of  Esau,  whom,  years 
before,  lie  had  supplanted,  and  who 
had  threatened  to  destroy  his  life.  As 
in  other  times  of  trial  lie  had  recourse 
to  God,  in  prayer,  haying  sent  his 


family  on,  and  being  left  alone,  he 
earnestly  plead  with  God  for  help,  for 
he  felt  himself  to  be  in  extremity. 
And  while  he  prayed,  tho  angel  of  the 
covenant,  iu  the  form  of  a  man,  came 
down,  and  he  became  deeply  exer- 
cised. He  wrestled  with  the  man 
until  the  break  of  day.  So  earnest 
was  he  that  he  took  hold  of  the  gar- 
ments of  the  heavenly  visitant.  He 
said  to  the  angel:  "I  will  not  lot 
thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me." 

i:!e  prevailed  in  his  supplication ; 
and  his  name  was  changed  from  Ja- 
cob, a  supplantcr,  to  Israel,  because, 
as  a  prince  ho  had  wrestled  and  pre- 
vailed with  God.  From  this  name 
tho  children  of  Abraham,  or  the  de- 
scendants ofihe  Patriarchs,  have  re- 
ceived tho  appellation  of  Israelites. 
Jacob  honored  tho  place  where  he 
had  thus  prayed  and  prevailed  by 
calling  it  Peniel ;  i.  e. ,  the  face  of  God. 

Joining  hia  wives  and  children  in 
the  morning,  he  pursued  Ho  journey, 
to  meet  his  brother.  Ho  bad  pre- 
pared large  preterits  for  Esau:  two 
hundred  and  twenty  goats,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  sheep,  thirty  milch 
camels  with  their  colts,  forty  kine, 


droves,  and  gave  orders  to  tho  drivers 
to  tell  Esau,  as  they  met  him,  that 
they  were  a  present  to  him ;  and  by 
this  means  bo  hoped  to  appease  the 
wrath  of  his  brother.  He  divided  his 
family  into  three  divisions,  that,  if 
Esau  murdered,  with  his  four  hun- 
dred men,  tho  first  company,  the 
others  might  escape.  He  put  the  two 
handmaids  and  their  children  first; 
Leah  and  her  children  next,  and  Ra- 
chel and  her  son  last.  He  probably 
thought  that  was  the  safest  place  ibr 
her,  and,  in  cose  of  necessity  lor  flight 
would  give  her  an  advantage  over  all 
tho  rest.  But  tho  fears  of  Jacob  were 
soon  allayed,  for,  as  he  lifted  up  his 
eyes  and  saw  Esau  coming  to  meet 
him,  he  saw  nothing  but  the  purest 
friendship  indicated  in  (ho  appearance 
or  conduct  of  his  brother.  "Esau 
ran  to  meet  him,  and  embraced  him, 
and  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed  him, 
and  they  wept."  Tho  present  that 
bad  been,  arranged  was  offered  Esau, 
but  he  generously  refused  it,  because 
he  had  much  wealth  already.  Esau 
then  offered  to  attend  Jacob  to  Mt. 
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Seir,  but  lie  begged  him  not  to  trouble 
himself,  as  the  flocks  and  little  ones 
could  but  move  slowly. 

Jacob  soon  came  to  the  spot  where 
Succotli  was  afterwards  built,  and 
reared  for  himself  a  house,  and  booths 
for  his  cattle.  Soon  we  hear  of  him 
crossing  the  Jordan,  and  coming  to 
Shalem,  where  he  bought  a  piece  of 
ground  from  Hamor,  the  father  of 
Sliechein,  for  one  hundred  pieces  of  sil- 
ver. Here  he  erected  an  altar,  and 
called  it  El-elohe — Israel.  He  had  not 
dwelt  long  hero,  when  Dinah,  his 
daughter,  went  out  to  see  the  young 
women  of  the  country,  and  was  seduced, 
and  disgraced,  by  Shechem,  a  prince  of 
the  country."  After  this,  Shechem  and 
Hamor,  his  father,  begged  her  i n  mar- 
riage, offering  Jacob  any  price  he 
would  name.  He  waited  till  his  sons 
came  home,  and  they  made  a  proposi- 
tion, which  was,  that  the  men  of 
Shechem  should  all  be  circumcised  as 
the  terms,  and  the  only  terms,  of  ob- 
taining Dinah  for  a  wife,  for  Shechem. 

They  accordingly  submitted  to  it. 
and  on  the  third  day  after  the  rite  was 
performed,  Simeon  and  Levi  fell  upon 
the  Shechemites,  and  murdered  all  the 
male  inhabitants.  This  they  did  to  re- 
venge the  disgrace  of  their  sister.  This 
act  of  the  soc3  of  Jacob,  was  not  ap- 
proved by  him,  and  he  feared  the  re- 
sentiment  of  the  Canaanites.  He  was 
directed  by  the  Lord  to  go  to  Bethel  to 
dwell. 

Jacob,  remembering  his  vow,  which 
ho  had  made,  as  he  went  to  Padan- 
aram,  ordered  his  family  to  put  away 
all  strange  gods  and  purify  themselves. 
They  accordingly  delivered  up  their 
idols  to  him.  It  is  likely  th  at  Rachel 
gave  up  the  gods  she  had  stolen  from 
her  father,  and  Jacob  hid  them  all  un- 
der an  oak.  At  Bethe!  ho  offered  sac- 
rifice to  God,  who  appeared  unto  him 
and  renewed  his  former  covenant  and 
blessing.  He  did  not  remain  at  Bethel 
long^  but  went  to  Hebron  to  visit  Isaac, 
his  father,  and  during  the  time  he  was 
at  Hebron,  Deborah,  his  mother's  nurse, 
who,  possibly,  was  now  a  member  of 
his  family,  died  and  was  buried. 
Rachel,  the  beloved  wife  of  Jacob, 
died  also  in  a  short  time  after  she  gave 
birth  to  Benjamin,  and  he  buried  her 
near  Bethlehem,  which  was  called,  i 
honor  of  her,  "the  city  of  Rachel.' 
Not  long  after  this  he  was  sorely  tried, 


no  doubt,  by  the  conduct  of  Reuben, 
his  eldest  son,  who  committed  a  dis- 
graceful act  towards  Bilhah,  one  of  his 
secondary  wives,  that  of  overthrowing 
'rar  bed.  Ha  continued  with  his  fam- 
ily, near  Isaac,  Ilia  father,  a  few  years, 
when  Isaac  died,  and  in  company  with 
Esau,  his  brother,  ho  buried  him  in  the 
honored  cave  of  Machpclah,  besido 
Rcbckah.  .  Genesis,  sxvi,  and  xxix,  in- 
clusive. 

Jacob  was  very  sorely  tried  in  the  loss 

'  Joseph,  the  elder  son  of  his  beloved 
Rachel.  His  brothers  had  dealt  cruelly 
wilh  him,  by  selling  him  to  Midianitish 
merchants,  and  quite  as  cruelly  with 
their  father,  in  deceiving  him  with  a 
report  that  Joseph  was  devoured  by 
wild  beasts  in  the  woods. 

Several  years  after  Joseph  was  sold, 
the  country  where  Jacob  dwelt^  was 
visited  by  a  distressing  famine,  and  lie 
sent  his  ten  eldest  sons  down  to  Egypt 
to  buy  corn.  The  long  lost  Joseph  was 
lord  of  that  land,  and  after  a  succes- 
sion of  thrilling  circumstances  was 
announced  to  his  father.  Jacob  being 
satisfied  that  he  was  alive,  went  down 
to  Egypt  to  see  him  ;  they  met  and 
embraced  each  other ;  and  Jacob  spent 
the  last  part  of  his  life  in  peace  and 
plenty,  and  day  after  day  looked  with 
pleasure  upon  the  growing  greatness  of 
the  dreamer. 

Jacob  was  undoubtedly  a  great  and 
good  man.  He  was  celebrated  for  his 
practice  of  virtue,  and  his  devotion  to 
the  (rod  of  his  fathers.  He  was  an 
aged  and  venerable  man  when  he  went 
into  Egypt,  as  we  see  from  his  introduc- 
tion to  Pharaoh.  The  king  was  so  im- 
pressed with  his  appearance,  that  he 
asked  him  the  question,  "Jacob  how 
old  art  thou. "  His  answer  was  beauti- 
ful. "The  days  of  the  years  of  my 
life  are  a  hundred  and  thirty  years: 
few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years 
of  my  life  been,  and  have  not  attained 
unto  the  days  of  the  yearsof  my  fathers, 
in  the  days  of  their  pilgrimage.7' 

When  Jacob  was  about  to  die,  he 
blessed  both  the  sons  of  Joseph, 
claimed  them  as  his  own  children,  and 
required  that  they  bear  his  name-  He 
then  gathered  all  his  sons  together,  and 
with  the  mantle  of  prophecy  around 
him,  his  nature's  failing  fire  rekindled, 
and  he  told  them  what  should  be  in  the 
latter  days.  And  beginning  with 
Reuben,  the  eldest,  ho  passed  through 
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the  entire  family,  closing  with  Benja- 
min, and  in  the  most  sublime  language; 
and  in  the  use  of  the  most  apt  and 
beautiful  figures,  he  indicated  the  future 
of  cadi  one,  and  liis posterity.  Haying 
finished  his  blessings  and  closed  his  ad- 
monitions to  them,  he  gave  directions 
calmly  as  to  his  buna!,  then  "gathered 
up  his  feet  into  the  bed"  and  died. 

Joseph  had  his  body  embalmed, 
according  to  tho  custom  of  the  Egyp- 
tians; then  attended  by  all  the  adult 
relationship,  and  a  largo  number  of 
Egyptians,  he  took  it  to  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  buried  it  beside  the  re- 
mains of  Leah  his  wife  in  the  cave  of 
Machpelab.  In  all  the  grave  yards  of 
this  world  there  is  to  he  found  no  family 
vaults  containing  sis  persons,  who  were 
honored  of  God  in  their  lifetime,  as  the 
sis  that  were  buried  there.  Abraham 
and  Sarah,  Isaac  and  Robckah,  Jacob 
and  Leah. 


Jackameam  was  one  of  the  minis- 
ters in  the  temple  under  the  order  of 

service,  instituted  in  tho  time  of  Da- 
vid.    lstChron.xxiv:  23. 


Jatcim  was  one  of  the  priests  ap- 
pointed by  David  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenty-four  orders— his  lot 
was  the  twelfth.  1st  Ohron.  ssiv: 
12. 

JADDUA  ok  JADDUS— [Jad-du'- 
ah.] 
Jat>dtta  v.- ah  the  son  of  Jonathan, 
and  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews.  He 
is  referred  to  in  Neh-  xii :  11,  and 
officiated,  we  may  judge,  some  time 
after  the  captivity— Josephns  give 
interesting  account  of  him.  He  went 
in  company  with  other  priests  to  meet 
Alexander  tho  Great  as  ho  was  com- 
ing toward  Jerusalem  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  eity.  He  was 
dressed  in  his  priestly  garments,  and 
Alexander  was  so  favorably  impressed 
with  his  appearance  that  he  immedi- 
ately gave  up  his  hostile  intentions 
against  the  city,  and  it  is  said  wor- 
shiped the  Lord  in  the  temple,  and 
granted  special  privileges  to  the  Jews 
— though  some  think  this  a  Jewish 
fable. 


Hober,  1 


JAEIj— [Ja'el,]  he  that  ascends,  a  kid. 

Jael  was  the  wife  of  Hcbcr,  the 
Kenite,  and  the  Kenltea  were  the  de- 
scendants of  Jcthro,  tho  father-in-law 
of  Moses.  This  people  became  attached 
to  tho  Israelites,  and  were  probably 
with  them  during  their  wanderings  in 
i he  wilderness  Moses  cordially  in- 
vited Ilobab,  and  it  is  likely  that  he 
accepted  the  invitation  and  accompanied 
them  to  the  promised  land,  and  received 
a  lot  with  one  of  the  tribes. 

They  were  dwelling  in  "the  city  of 
Palm  Trees"  during  the  life  of  Josnua, 
and  probably  not  fur  from  it  when  God 
raised  up  the  prophetess  Deborah  to  be 
judge  of  Israel,  and  their  deliverer  out 
of  the  hand  of  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan, 
husband  of  Jael,  had  for 
so  severed  himself  from  the 
.  ..,  and  was  on  friendly  tern;H 
with  tho  king  of  Canaan,  and  with  Sis- 
era,  tho  captain  of  Jahin'sarniy.  Jael, 
tho  wife  of  Hober,  is  introduced  to  our 
view  in  connection  with  tho  flight  of 
Siscra  from  the  field  of  battle— his  se- 
curing from  her  what  seemed  io  him  to 
be,  an  hospitable  and  safe  shelter  from 
ihe  pursuing  enemy. 

The  plain  of  Zanaim,  where  Hehei-s 
tent  was  pitched,  was  probably  in  the 
country  of  the  king  of  Canaan,  for  Sis- 
era,  as  soon  ivi  ho  lighted  off  his  chariot 
fled  on  foot  directly  to  the  tent  of  Jael. 
She  saw  him  coming  and  went  to  meet 
him,  and  gave  him  a  cordial  invitation 
to  hide  himself  within  her  tent.  He 
seemed  to  have  fixed  upon  her  apart- 
ment of  the  tent,  because  of  secrecy. 
According  to  the  custom  of  those  times, 
wlicn  any  one  approached  a  tent,  they 
never  intruded  into  tho  apartments  of 
tho  women,  which  were  always  separate 
from  the  apartments  of  the  men.  Sis- 
era  felt  that  he  would  be  safe  there,  for 
no  one  would  dare  to  enter  tho  apart- 
ment in  search  of  him.  Ho  had  broken 
over  the  custom  for  he  was  in  extrem- 
ity, but  he  knew  his  pursuers  would  not 
be  likely  to  do  it.  Bat  seemingly,  to 
avoid  his  being  found,  she  covered  him 
with  a  mantle,  and  then  under  his  ad- 
vise took  her  position  in  the  door  of 
the  tent,  to  tell  any  one  who  might  en- 
quire of  her  that  thero  was  no  man 
within  the  tent. 

Sisera  was  greatly  fatigued  with  labors 
he  had  performed  as  commander  during 
the  battle,  and  the  loss  he  had  sustained 
and  the  flight  he  had  made  on  foot. 


D»Google 


JAE 


Tie  inked  her  for  water;  she 
his  wants  in  being  greatly  fatigued 
well  as  thirsty,  hence  she  gave  him 
milk  or  eream,  that  would  answer  the 
double  purpose  of  quenching  thir.-.t  and 
nourish  and  restore  his  exhausted  na- 
ture. After  thus  ministering  to  him. 
she  covered  him  again  with  the  mantle 
and  took  her  station  at  the  door  of  the 
tent.  And  now  ihe  scene  in  her  history 
changes.  She  has  appeared  in  the 
character  of  a  friend  to  the  conquered 
general.  Who  could  suspect  her  kind- 
ness, when  she  met  him  and  so  cordially 
invited  him  to  hide  iu  her  apartment  of 
the  tent,  and  then  to  make  him  feel 
safe,  with  her  own  hands  covered  him 
with  a  mantle?  Who  could  suspect 
her  friendship?  "Whenho  asked  for 
water  and  sho  gave  him  milk  ;  she 
brought  forth  butter  (cream)  in  a  lordly 
dish  ;"  not  in  an  ordinary  dish,  but  a 
vessel  suitable  to  the  rank  and  dignity 
of  him  to  whom  she  ministered. 

She  stands  in  the  door  of  her  tent 
while  the  fatigued  general  resigns 
himself  to  sleep,  feeling  certain,  iu  his 
own  mind,  that  she  who  had  minis- 
tered to  his  wants  would  defend  hia 
life;  and  when  confident  that  he  was 
fast  asleep,  filie  (iavricd  out  her  pur- 
pose. "She  took  a  nail  of  the  tent" 
— which  was  probably  a  spike  to  which 
they  fastenecf  the  tent  cord— and  she 
"  took  a  hammer  in  her  hand  and 
went  softly  in  to  him."  There  he  lay 
unconscious  of  his  danger,  insensible 
to  her  presence,  dreaming,  it  may  be. 
of  the  battle  (hat  had  just  been 
fought,  which  had  gone  against  him, 
and  of  the  enemy  following  hard  after 
him  and  overtaking  him.  Just  as  ho, 
iu  his  dreams,  felt  the  weapon  of  an 
enemy  pierce  his  vitals,  Jael  smote 
the  nail  or  spike  into  his  temple  with 
the  hammer,  and  fastened  it  into  the 
ground  on  which  he  was  lying.  He 
struggled,  it  may  ho,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  then  stretched  himself  in 
death.  Having  performed  this  seem- 
ingly cruel  deed,  she  took  her  position 
again  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  and 
watched  for  the  pursuers  of  Sisera, 
Soon  Barak  appears  in  sight,  and 
Jael  left  the  door  of  her  tent  and 
went  to  meet  him,  and  invited  him  to 
come  into  her  tent,  promising  to  show 
him  the  man  he  was  seeking.  He 
attended  to  her  invitation,  intending, 
probably,  to  take  Sisera  alive  as  a  cap- 
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live  l:i  war;  but,  to  his  as 
there  Sisera  lay  in  death,  and  the 
spike  was  yet  in  his  temples,  fastening 
him  to  ihe  ground. 

We  are  not  authorised  to  suppose 
that  Barak  applauded  Jael  for  the 
deed  she  had  committed,  though  Deb- 
orah, in  her  song,  does.  Judges,  v  ; 
24:  "Blessed,  above  woman,  shall 
Jael,  the  wife  of  Ileber  tho  Kcnite, 
be ;  blessed  shall  she  be  above  women 
in  the  tent." 

She  was  thought  of,  in  ages  after- 
ward, as  a  heroic  woman.  It  may  be 
that  she  was  under  divine  direction 
when  she  performed  this  heroic  and 
bloody  deed,  and  perfectly  justifiable 
before  God,  who  has  a  right  to  dis- 

Sose  of  human  life  as  it  pi  curies*  him. 
t  may  be  that  Sisera  had  occn  a  very 
wicked  man  and  his  cup  of  iniquity 
was  full,  and  God,  in  his  infinite  wis- 
dom, appointed  and  directed  her  in 
this  whole  matter.  Deborah  was  un- 
der divine  influence  when  composing 
her  song,  and  she  declares  Jael  to  he 
11  blessed  above  women."  This  would 
soem  to  indicate  that  her  conduct  was 
pleasing  to  God.  We  are  not  called 
upon  to  justify  all  her  conduct  in  this 
matter ;  nor  arc  we  fully  authorized 
to  condemn.  This  deed,  whether  justi- 
fiable or  not,  will  give  her  name,  as  a 
heroine,  to  the  latest  generation  of  man. 

JAHATH,  1. 

Jaiiath  was  the  son  of  Libni,  the 
in  of  Gerahom.  of  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
1st  Chron.  vi :  20. 

JAHATH,  2. 

Belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Judah. 
1st  Chron.  iv:  2. 

JAHATH,  3. 

Wat;  the  son  of  Shelomotha  Levite, 
1st  Chron.  xxiv :  22. 

JAHATH,  4. 

Was  the  son  of  Sliimei.  1st  Chron. 
xxiii:  10.  He  was  the  elder  of  four 
sons,  who  were  chiefs  in  the  family. 
Their  families  were  larger,  hence 
they  were  considered  more  important 
than  their  two  brothers  of  whom  it  is 
said  "  (lioy  Lad  not  many  nous." 

JAHAZIEL— [Ja-haar'-i-el.] 

Jahaztel  was  one  of  the  ministers 
in  the  temple  undeT  the  order-  of  ser- 
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JAILDAI— [Jah-da'-i] 

lie  iippe:ir;i  hi  (lie  seiioaloia'of  (h- 


JAIUtfEL— [.Jdr'-di-el.] 

A  chief  man  of  Manasseh  on  the 
cast  of  the  Jordan.    1st  Chron.  v :  21. 

JAHLEEL— [Jah'-li-el.] 

The  third  of  the  three  Bona  of  Ze~ 
bnhm,  and  he  was  the  founder  of  an 

extensive  family  In  that  tribe.    Gen. 
x!vi:  14;  Num.sxri:  26. 

J  AHMAI—  [  JaE-ma'-i .] 

A  man  of  iho  tribe  of  fejckir.and 
ot^o  of  the  hoada  of  an  important 
house.     1st  Chron.  vii :  2. 

JAHZEEL,  1— [Jair'-ze-el.] 

The  oldest  of  the  four  sons  of 
Nnphtali,  find  ilia  founder  of  an  ex- 
tensive family  of  that  tribe.     Nuin, 


JAHZEEL,  a 

Was  the  bob  of  Naphtali  and  ia 
reckoned  willi  tho  children  and  grand 
children  of  Jacob  in  Geo.  xlvi:  24. 
He  had  three  brothers,  Guni,  Jczcr 
and  Shillem. 

JAHZERA.H—  [Jah-ae-iah.] 

A  priest  of  tlio  liouac  of  Immer. 
UCVon.  ix:  12. 


JATR,   1— [Ja'er,]  my  light,  who  di.f- 

fiiMst  Ugh!, 
Was  the  con  of  Segub,  and  the 
grandson  of  Ilezroa,  of  tlic  tribe  of  Ju- 
dah.  He  seems  to  have  fallen  heir  to 
an  immense  estate.  It  is  thought  lie 
inherited  it  from  his  grandmother,  tin 
daughter  of  Maehir.  He  had  twenty- 
three  cities  in  the  land  of  Gilead.  1st 
'Chron. 

JAIH,  2 — My  light,  -who  diffuses 
light. 


twenty-two  years.    Ho  was  a  Gileadite, 

probably  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh.  W< 


y  judge,  from  tho  .iceount  given  of 
mm  in  Judges,  x :  3-5,  that  he  h  ' 
peace  and  prosperity  during  the  til 


that  he  governed,  for  there  is  nothing 
said  to  the  contrary ;  and  his  thirty 
sons  are  said  each  one  to  have  rode 
upon  an  ass  colt,  and  were  each  pro- 
vided by  their  father  with  a  city  or  vil- 
lage of  his  own.  The  inference  to  he 
gathered  is,  that  Jair  was  prosperous, 
and  that  his  sons  were  all  of  thorn  men 
of  dignity  and  importance.  Jair  died 
and  was  buried  in  Cainon,  which  was  a 
city  in  tho  tribe  of  Manassch,  cast  of 
the  Jordan. 

JAHITJS— [Ja'-i-rus,]  is  enlightened. 
J  Amur,  was  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue 
at  Capernaum.  We  have  an  account 
of  Christ  raising  his  daughter  to  life  in 
Matt,  k:  18-26.  His  daughter  had 
been  sick  for  several  days,  and  lie  had 
watched  with  anxiety  over  her,  while 
all  tho  means  that  had  been  used  had 
„.  .  ed  ineffectual.  He  thought  of  Christ 
and  went  in  search  of  him,  and  when 
he  found  him,  he  entreated  him  ear- 
nestly to  go  to  his  house  and  restore  her 
to  health.  Jesus  perceiving  that  ho  had 
strong  faith  in  his  healing  power,  went 
with  him.  They  had  not  arrived  how- 
ever at  tho  ruler's  house,  when  a  mess- 
enger came  to  tell  him  hisdaughter  was 
dead.  Jeans  looked  with  sympathy 
upon  the  anguish  stricken  father;  and 
said  to  hiin,  "be  not  afraid,  only  be- 
lieve." When  they  entered  the  house 
of  the  ruler,  they  found  tho  child  dead, 
and  the  family  and  relations  in  great 
distress.  Jesus  in  the  presence  of  (he 
father  and  mother,  and  three  of  his  dis- 
ciple:;, raised  the  damsel  to  life 

JAMES,  1— He  iltat  supplants,  the 

Jamrs  is  sometimes  called  James 
the  Great,  to  distinguish  him  from  tho 
less.  He  waa  tho  brother  of  John  the 
ftvangdisf,  and  one  of  our  Lord's  apos- 
tles. He  was  the  son  of  Zebedee  and: 
Salome,  and  was  called  from  his  occu- 
pation as  a  fisherman  to  follow  Christ 
and  become  an  apostle,  Matt,  iv  :  21. 
In  company  with  his  brother  John  he 
was  permitted  to  behold  some  exhibi- 
tions of  Christ's  divinity  that  all  the 
apostles  were  not  favored  with.  He 
witnessed  the  Savior's  transfiguration:. 
Matt,  xvii :  2.  In  company  with  his 
brother,  ho  asked  the  Savior's  permis- 
sion to  call  fire  down  from  heaven  to 
consume  the  Samaritans,  who  would 
not  receivo  him.    He  rebuked  them  by 
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telling  them  that  they  were  ignorant  of 
them  selves— they  knew  not  the  spirit 
they  were  of.  Luke,  ix :  54.  They 
seemed  to  have  had  an  idea  that  their 
Master  would  certainly  establish  a  tem- 
poral kingdom,  and  they  possessed  au 
ambition  to  occupy  an  important  posi- 
tion in  that  kingdom  ;  and  hence,  made 
a  request  through  their  mother  to  the 
effect  lhat  he  would  favor  them.  It  is 
likely  she  was  quite  willing  to  make  the 
request  for  them,  as  she  saw  that  he 
bad  a  particular  regard  for  them.  He 
told  tliem  they  knew  not  what  they 
wero  asking,  and  then  addressed  the 

Saestion  to  them,  "Arc  ye  able  to 
rink  of  the  cup  that  I  shall  drink  of, 
and  be  baptized  with  the  baptism  thai 
I  am  baptised  with?"  They  answered 
that  they  were  willing  to  undergo  suf- 
ferings with  him.  Christ  then  told 
them  that  his  Father  had  the  disposal 
of  the  eminent  places  in  his  kingdom. 
Malt,  xx  :  20-24 ;  Mark,  x  :  35-45. 

It  would  seem,  from  John,  xxi :  2, 
that  James,  with  his  brother,  returned 
to  their  business  of  fishing  after  Christ's 
resurrection,  for  awhile ;  but  ho  was 
present  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and 
received,  in  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
qualification  for  bis  important  mission 
as  an  apostle. 

James  was  put  to- death  as  a  martyr 
■early  in  the  apostolic  age.  Wo  have  an 
account  of  his  murder  by  Herod,  who 
''killed  James,  the  brother  of  John, 
with  a  sword,"  in  Act",  sii ;  2. 

JAMES,  1— -He  that  supplants,  the 

James,  who  is  called  James  the  Less, 
was  the  won  of  Cleophas  or  Alpheus, 
and  Mary,  tho  sister  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  He  was,  therefore,  the  kinsman 
of  our  Lord.  He  was  surnamed  tho 
Just  on  account  of  the  holiness  and 
purity  of  his  heart  and  life.  He  is 
called  by  Paul  the  "Lord's  brother." 
Gal.  i:  19.  Ho  was  honored  with  a 
personal  interview  with  tho  Savior  after 
his  resurrection,  and  Paul  refers  to  it 
as  occurring  early  in  the  first  week  after 
he  rose.  1st  Cor.  xv:  7.  And  he  was 
with  the  apostles  when  their  Master 
;].p]:r:;ivr'L  to  ilicm  together. 

After  the  conversion  of  Paul,  James 
was  at  Jerusalem,  during  the  fifteen 
days  that  tho  newly  initiated  apos- 
tle was  at  Jerusalem  forming  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Peter  and  others  who 


were  members  of  the  church  there, 
ho  also  formed  aa  acquaintance  with 
James,  who  was  the  only  apostle  save 
Peter  that  Paul  was  then  privileged  to 
see.     Gal.  i:  19. 

Several  years  after  this  there  was  a 
council  of  tho  apostles  at  Jerusalem. 
Acts,  xv.  James  the  less  was  present, 
and  took  a  part  in  the  discussions  of  the 
council.  He  listened  attentively  to  Pe- 
ter in  his  address,  and  then  to  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  aa  they  declared  the  miracles 
and  wonders  that  God  had  wrought  by 
them  among  tho  Gentiles;  then  lie  him- 
self, scoured  the  attention  of  tb,  0  86 
present  as  he  declared  his  sentiments 
regarding  the  main  question  before  tho 
council,  the  question  of  circumcision. 
He  stated  clearly,  that  as  God  had  ac- 
cepted the  Gentiles — called  them  t  o 
himself— and  through  tho  instrumen- 
tality of  the  apostles  who  had  spoken, 
established  a  church  among  them,  that 
Gentile  churches  ou.slit  not  to  be  bur- 
dened with  Jewish  ceremonies  which 
were  hard  to  bo  borne.  He  favored 
their  forbearing  to  eat  things  strangled, 
and  blood ;  and  to  abstain  from  fornica- 
tion and  meats  offered  to  idols.  And 
this  advice  of  James  was  received,  and 
was  the  substance  of  the  agreement  of 
tho  council,  and  in  tho  form  of  letters 
from  the  council,  was  sent  by  messen- 
gers to  all  the  gentile  churches. 

Sometime  after  this  James  wrote  an 
epistle  to  the  Jewish  believers,  wherein 
he  refers  them  to  the  importance  of  an 
exercise  of  faith  in  Christ,  .developed 
by  good  works,  and  he  sharply  reproves 
thoso  who  pretended  to  faith,  and  did 
not  show  their  faith  by  their  works. 
He  encourages  them  to  bear  any  suffer- 
ings they  might  be  exposed  to,  with  forti- 
tude and  patience,  and  enforce  by  pre- 
cept and  practice,  tho  genuine  doctrines 
of  Christ's  gospel.  He  declares  the 
divine  will  in  threats  against  those  who 
use  the  world  and  its  riches  improperly, 
or  indulge  in  sensual,  or  sinful  parous. 

It  is  said  that  this  apostle  was  se- 
verely persecuted,  and  finally  stoned  to 
death.  Annanias  ordered  Jamea  to  as- 
cend one  of  the  galleries  and  renounce 
his  religion-,  and  declare  that  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  was  not  the  Messiah.  Ho  did 
ascend  the  gallery,  and  speak  to  the 
multitude  but  not  as  they  desired  him 
to  speak.  He  declared,  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  Jesus  was  tho  son  of  God, 
aud  that  he  would  appear  in  the  clouds 
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of  Heaven  and  judge  the  world.  It  is 
said  the  Pharisees  were  so  enraged  at 
him  that  they  threw  him  over  the  oattlc- 
ment.  By  the  fall  lie  was  Borely  bruised 
but  raising  up  on  his  knees  began  t  o 

Sray  for  his  murderers,  as  Stephen  had 
one  before  him,  amid  a  _  shower  of 
stones,  under  which  he  died.  There 
bavo  been  converted  Jews,  who  attrib- 
uted the  destruction  ef  Jerusalem,  and 
of  their  nationality,  to  the  cruel  mur- 
der of  this  just  man, 

JAMIN— [Ja'-miiul 

Jason  was;  one  of  the  sons  of  Simeon, 
and  i:i  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  with  him.  down  into 

EajT'I..     Cloned,  xlvi:   10. 

JANNES  and  JAMBRES  —  [Jar/- 
iim,]  v:hn  speaks,  vile  amwers, 
affliction. 

A.Miiui*  and  Jamhrhs  are  rcfciTed 
to  in  2d  Tim.  iii :  8,  9,  in  the  follow- 
ing language.  "Now  as  Jannes  and 
Jambres  withstood  Moses,  so  do  these 
also  resist  the  truth;  men  of  cor- 
rupt minds,  reprobate  concerning  the 
faith.  But  they  shall  proceed  no  far- 
ther, for  their  folly  shall  be  manifest 
unto  all  men,  as  theirs  also  was." 
From  this  it  seems  they  were  two 
principal  magicians  of  Egypt,  or  the 
nam;::,  rather  of  the  magicians  who  im- 
itated Moses  when  performing  miracles 
in  the  land  of  Egypt.     Exodus  vii :  11, 

When  Moses  and  Aaron  went  into 
the  presence  of  Pharoah  and  his 
courtiers  and  cast  down  the  rod  and  it 
becamo  a  serpent,  the  King  of  Egypt 
called  Jannes  and  Jambres  with  other 
magicians,  and  they  cast  down  their 
rods,  and  each  rod  becamo  a  serpent, 
when  Aarons  rod  swallowed  up  theirs. 
And  so  when  Moses  and  Aaron  smote 
the  waters,  and  they  were  turned  to 
olood,  Jannes  and  Jambres  with  their 
associates  did  so  also.  And  afterwards 
they  imitated  Moses  .and  Aaron  in 
bringing  frogs  out  of  the  waters  of  the 
rivers.  These  two  persons  probably 
excelled  in  Lii>i;>.ii;  anion;;  the  ii::i;;iei;;n:i 
of  E^ypt,  .'it  the  time  the  .InTiieiii-cs 
made  their  Esodus  under  the  direction 
of  Moses  and  Aaron. 

JAPHETIC  —  [JaMbth,]  persiwdes, 
handsome, 
Japheth  was  the  son  of  Noah. 
Though  we  are  accustomed  to  name 


the  sons  of  Noah  in  (ho  following 
order — "Shem,  Ham,  and  Japheth"- 
it  does  cot  follow  that  he  was  the 
younger.  It  is  likely  he  was  the  old- 
est son  of  Noah,  as  he  is  said  to  be 
the  elder  brother  of  Shcra.  Gen.  x: 
21.  Shorn  is  probably  put  before  him 
for  the  same  reason  that  Abraham  is 
named  as  first  of  Terali's  sons;  so 
Isaac  is  often  named  before  Ishmacl, 
in  the  Scripture  history,  and  Jacob 
before  'Kuan. 

His  modest  behavior,  and  the  serv- 
ice he  rendered  in  company  with 
Shem,  of  covering  his  father's  naked- 
ness when  reported  to  him  by  Ham 
as  drunken  and  uncovered  within  his 
tent,  were  rewarded,  while  Ham,  for 
his  unfeeling  neglect  was  punished. 
Tho  promise  was  made  him  that  his 
posterity  should  be  greatly  enlarged, 
and  that  he  should  dwell  in  the  tents 
of  Shem,  and  Canaan  should  ho  his 
servant. 

The  posterity  of  Japheth  was  very 
numerous.  He  had  seven  sons,  whose 
names  were  Gomer,  Magog,  Madai,. 
Javan,  Tubal,  Meshoch,  and  Tiras, 
who  were  each  the  heads  of  large 
families.  The  descendants  of  Japheth 
arc  understood  to  have  peopled  the 
Northern  part  of  Asia,  Ihc  islands  of 
tho  Mediterranean  sea,  tho  continent 
of  Europe-  and  probably  from  North- 
ern Asia  they  went  into  and  settled 
North  America.  Indeed,  the  proph- 
ecy contained  in  Gen.  is :  27,  seems  to 
have  been  clearly  fulfilled. 

JAPHIA— [Ja-fi'ah,]  which  enlight- 
ens, groans. 
He  was  one  of  the  sons  born  unto 
David,  in  Jerusalem.    2d  Sam.  v :  15 ; 
1st  Chrou.  xiv :  6. 

JAREB— [Ja'-reb  J  a  revenger. 

He  is  referred  to  in  tho  prophecies 
of  Hosea  as  a  king  of  Assyria.  Wo 
know  nothing  further  of  him  than  is 
recorded  there.    Hosea,  v:  13;  x:  6. 

J  ABED— He  that  descends  or  com- 
mands. 
Jailed  was  the  son  of  Mauaklecl, 
and  the  father  of  Enoch.  We  know 
but  little  about  him,  save  that  he  was 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  years  old 
when  Enoch  was  born,  and  that  he 
lived  after  that  eight  hundred  years — 
so  that  he  attaiued  the  great  age  of 
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nine  hundred  and  sixty-two  years. 
Gen.  v:  18,  20.  We  also  learn  from 
Luke,  iii :  37,  that  he  was  in  the  line 
of  the  Messiah.  Mary  the  daughter 
of  Ileli,  and  the  mother  of  Christ 
w.-is  descended  from  nim. 

JAEE8IAH— [Jar-e-si'-ah.] 

Jaresiaii  was  a  Benjamite,  and  is 
referred  to  in  1st  Chron.  viii :  27. 

JA11HA. 

Jariia  was  the  Egyptain  servant 
of  Sheshan,  to  whom  he_  gave  his 
daughter  to  wife,  and  constituted  him 
heir  to  an  estate.  1st  Chron.  ii:  34. 
Of  this  Sheshan  we  learn  that  he 
had  no  sons,  but  daughters,  and  it  is 
supposed  that  the  children  of  this 
Egyptian  servant  were  called  his 
r'lrh'i.en.  being  the   children   of   his 


JAKES,  2. 

One  of  the  chiefs  who        .    , 
Ezra    from    Babylon    to  Jerusalem. 
Ezra  viii :  16. 

JARIB,  3. 

Was  a  priest  of  the  house  of 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Jozadak,  who  had 
married  a  foreign  wife,  and  like  others 

put  her  away.    Ez.  x  :  18. 

JAROAH—  [Ja-ro'-ah.] 

Was  a  chief  man  of  the  tribe  of 
Gad.    1st  Chron.  v  :  14. 


JASHOBEAM— [Jtt-sho'l.e-aiu.] 

J  a  s  n  o  u  e  A  m  ,  the  Tachmonitc  or 
Haehmonite,  was  one,  perhaps  the 
chief,  of  David's  mighty  men.  1st 
Chron.  xi:  11.  It  is  said  he  was 
chief  of  the  captains,  and  slew  three 
hundred  men  at  one  time.  In  2d 
Sam.  xxiii:  8,  it  is  said  he  attacked 
eight  hundred  men  at  one  time,  and 
slew  them.  If  it  be  the  same  circum- 
stance that  is  referred  to  in  both 
passages,  wo  may  suppose  that  he 
routed  eight  hundred  and  slew  thiee 


hundred  of  them  himself,  and  prob- 
ably his  associates  slew  the  other  five 
hundred,  making  the  slaughter  to  be 
really  eight  hundred  men  as  reported 
in  the  Later  place. 

In  company  with  Eleazar  and 
Shauimah,  two  other  mighty  men,  he 
broke  through  the  army  of  the  Phil- 
istines, and  brought  David  water  from 
the  well  of  Bethlehem.  Being  not 
far  from  the  well  David  had  expressed 
a  desire  for  some  of  the  water  of  it, 
as  ho  was  very  thirsty.  They  over- 
heard his  expression,  and  determined 
to  procure  it,  and  they  did  so  at  tho 
hazzard  of  their  lives:  When  David 
looked  at  their  boldness  and  daring 
that  had  been  crowned  with  success, 
he  determined,  thirsty  as  he  was,  to 
deny  himself,  hence  would  not  drink 
of  it,  but  "poured  it  out  unto  the 

It  is  likely  that  Jashobeam  was  the 
commander  of  the  royal  guard  of 
twenty-four  thousand  for  the  first 
month  referred  to  in  1st  Chron.  xxvii; 
2,  Ho  was  appointed  over  the  first 
course  for  the  first  month.  There  is  a 
descendant  of  Benjamin  by  Korah 
referred  to  by  this  name  in  1st  Chron. 
xii;  <>,  and  he  was  one  of  David's 
men— possibly  the  same  person  as 
above. 

JASHUB. 

Jashuab  was  of  the  tribe  of  Issa- 
char,  and  the  Lead  of  the  family  in.- 
lb  at.  tribe  called  ,1  ashubites.      Numb. 


JASON  —  [Ja'-son,]    he    tliat    , 


Jason  was  a  kinsman  of  the  apostle 
Paul,  and  is  spoken  of  in  Acts  xvii :  5 
as  the  host  of  tbo  apostle  when  at 
Thessalonica.  By  the  labors  that  were 
performed  there,  and  the  success  that  t 
attended  them,  a  persecution  was  raised  ' 
against  Paul  and  his  companions.  They 
raised  an  uproar  in  tiie  city,  and 
wont  with  a  mob  to  tho  house  of  Jason 
and  assaulted  it.  They  demanded  that 
Paul  be  brought  out,  but  he  escaped 
out  of  their  hands.  They  then  deter- 
mined to  take  vengeance  on  Jason,  and 
they  caught  him  and  took  with  him 
several  others  unto  the  ruler  of  the  city, 
with  a  charge  against  them  of  "  turn- 
ing the  world  upside  down,"  by  which 
they  meant  producing  commotion  and 
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disorder  amoug  the  people.  They 
knew  that  Jason  was  a  resident  among 
them,  but  they  charged  him  with  being 
equally  guilty  i a  receiving  the  arjost' 
into  his  house,  and  taking  career  tht._. 
while  desseminating  their  strange  doc- 
trine. But  Jason  was  finally  liberated, 
If  he  is  the  same  person  referred  to 
by  Paul,  in  Horn,  xvi  21,  of  which  we 
have  no  doubt,  he  with  the  ethers 
named  was  related  to  Paul  and  had 
changed  his  residence  from  Thessalonica 
to  Rome. 

JATHNIEL—  [Jath'-ni-el.] 

Was  one  of  tile  sons  of  Shelamiah. 
and  one  of  the  sacred  porters.  1st 
Chron.  xxvi :  2. 

JAVAN— [Ja'-van,]  that  deceives, 
day, 
J  AT  AH  was  the  son  of  Japheth, 
and  the  grandson  of  Noah.  Gen.  x  : 
2.  The  posterity  of  Javaa  are  re- 
ferred to  in  Isa.  lxvi :  19,  as  also  in 
Bz.  xxvii :  1?>,  19,  from  which  wc  may 
learn  that  they  were  a  people  of  very 
considerable  importance,  and  engaged 
as  merchantmen..  It  is  generally  un- 
derstood in  history  that  he  was  the 
filth  or  of  (.lie  Ionia!!:;  or  Creeks. 

jaziz. 

The  Hagerite  -was  placed  by  King 

David  over  hi;<  'flocks.    1st  Chronicles, 


JEATERAI— [Je-at'-e-raJ, 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in 
the  line  of  the  priests  from  Aaron  to 
tho  captivity.    1st  Chron.  vi :  21. 

JEBUS— [JeTma,]  tnads  underfoot, 


Jt;etj8  was  the  son  of  Canaan,  and 
tho  head  of  the  family  of  the  Jcbits- 
ites.  Gen.  x;  16.  In  the  time  of 
David,  they  inhabited  the  aneicnt  city 
of  Jerusalem,  and  round  about  in  the 
mountains,  and  had  occupied  it  for 
many  years.  They  had  a  strong  fort 
on  one  of  the  mountains  that  David 
took  when  he  conquered  them,  and 
transferred  his  court  from  Hebron  to 
that  place,  or  to  Mt.  Zion,  which  was 
their  stronghold;  and  afterwards 
David  brought  the  ark  from  Kirjath- 
jearim,  to  that  place    2d  Samuel 


JECOLIAII— [Jek-o-li'ah.] 

This  woman  was  the  mother  of  Az- 
ariah,  king  of  Judah,  and  is  called  a 
woman  of  Jerusalem.  She  was  prob- 
ably born  in  that  city.  2d  K  i  u  g  s 
xv :  2. 

JECONIAII  on  JEHOIACHIN- 

[Jek-o-ni'-ah,]  preparation  or  (he 
yf  tJie  Lord. 


Jeconiaii,  or  Jehoiaohin,  was  the 
grandson  of  Josiah.  1st  Chron.  iii: 
16.  It  seems  that  his  father  desig- 
nated him  as  his  successor  when  he 
was  but  eight  years  of  age.  Indeed, 
he  seems  to  have  placed  the  honor  of 
B  king  upon  him  at  that  early  age. 
He  was  eighteen  years  old  when  his 
father  died  and  he  entered  upon  the 
sole  government  of  the  kingdom  as 
his  successor.  lie  reigned  only  three 
months  and  ten  days,  when  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, king  of  Babylon,  took 
Jerusalem  ;:nd  captured  Jeconiaii. 

It  was  a  complete  conquest  for  the 
king  of  Babylon,  for  he  took  the  city 
with  all  its  treasures— the  king,  and 
his  mother  and  wives,  and  all  his 
princes  and  men  of  might,  and  the 
craftsmen  and  warriors.  2d  Kings, 
xxiv ;  2d  Chron.  xxxvi ;  Jer.  xxii. 

After  ho  had  been  imprisoned  many 
years  in  Ohaldea  ho  was  released  by 
Evil  Mcrodach.  the  son  and  successor 
of  Nebuchadnezzar.  3d  Kings,  xxv: 
27-30 ;  Jer.  Iii :  51-34.  It  appears  that 
the  king  of  Babylon  promoted  him  to 
great  dignity  and  honor.  After  ho 
had  been  imprisoned  thirty-seven 
years  he  lifted  him  up  from  his  low 
condition,  spoke  fcindly  to  him, 
changed  his  prison  garments  for  the 
robes  of  royalty,  and  fed  him  from 
the  kings  tabic;  and  this  kindness 
eon  finned  until  his  death. 

The  prophet  Jeremiah  was  com- 
missioned by  God  to  write  Jeconiaii 
childless— to  declare  that  he  should 
have  no  children  to  sit  on  the  throne 
of  Judah;  and  he  had  none.  There 
"even  son;-:  of  Jeconiaii  mentioned 
...  1st  Chron.  iii:  17,  18— Salathiel, 
Malchiram,  Pedaiah,  Shenazer,  Jeca- 
miah.,  Hoshama,  and  Nedabiah.  Wo 
find  htm  in  the  genealogy  of  Christ  as 
given  by  Matt,  i :  11,  though  the  name 
is  changed  to  Jeehonias.  He  is  also 
called  Coniah. 
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J1IDAIAII— [Je-da'-yab.l 

Jedaiah  was  a  priest  who  returnee! 
with  lime  hundred  and  seven ty-thrce  of 

his  brethren  from  1.1. e  Ttabylo 
tivity.    Ezra,  ii :  36. 

JEDIAEL,  l-[Jed-i-a'-el.] 

Jediael  is  reforreit  (o  in  1st  Chron. 
si;  45,  and  xii:  20,  from  which  wc 
learn  that  he  was  an  officer  in  the  king- 
dom of  Israel,  and  a  brave  man.  He 
wars  one  of  Saul's  warriors,  hut  he 
abandoned  him,  and  with  several  others 
joined  David  at  Kiklag,  and  rendered 
iiiui  very  important  service. 

JEDIAEL,  2. 

3fa:>l\V.L   one  of  (he   sons  ■ 
miah,   was  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
1st  Chronicles,  xxvi:  2. 

JEDIDAH. 

Jededah  was  the  mother  of  J-osiah, 
who  ascended  the  throne  of  Judah, 
wheu  only  eight  years  of  age.     She  was 

the   daughter   of  Adaiah,    of  Eoscath. 
2d  King*,  sxii:  1. 

JEDIDIAH  -  [Jed-i-dl'-ah,] 
of  tiie  Lord. 
Jedidiah  was  a  name  given  by  Na- 
than, the  prophet,  to  Solomon,  to  des- 
ignate him  "the  beloved  of  the  Lord." 
2d  Samuel,  xii :  25.  It  does  not  seem 
that  ho  was  to  he  called  by  that  name. 
[See  Solomon.] 

JEDUTHUN— [Jed-u'-thanJAwfaw, 

wins  <t!Ke.s  prai.se. 
Jedutiiun  was  probably  trie-same  as 
Ethan,  one  of  the  four  great  masters 
of  the  temple  music.  He  is  referred 
to  in  1st  Chron.  xvl :  41-42,  as  one  of 
the  chosen  men  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  He  is  appointed 
with  Heinan  to  sound  cymbals  and 
trumpets  in  the  worship  of  God.  His 
sis  sons  were  heads  of  so  many  bands 
of  the  temple  singers.  1st  Chronicles, 
xn.v:  3-1 7.  A  good  many  of  the 
Psalms  bear  his  name,  which  may  sim- 
ply import  that  they  were  placed  in  his 
hands,  or  in  the  hands  of  his  sons,  to 
be  put  to  music,  and  sung  by  them. 
As  such,  are  the  following  Psalms, 
xxxix,  Ixii,  Ixvii,  &c.     [See  Ethan.] 


tribe  of  Manasseb,  and  the  head  of 


JIITTD.ITAH,  2. 

The  Meronothite,  was  placed  by 
king  David  over  the  asses.  1st  Chron. 
xxviii  30. 

JE IIEZEKEL— [Jc-We-keq 

Was  one  of  the  priests  appointed 
by  David  wheu  he  divided  them  into 
twenty-four  orders.    His  lot  was  tho 

twentieth.     1st  (Jhrorj.  xxiv;  16. 

JEHIEL,  1— [Jc-hi'cl.] 

Was  the  son  of  Laadnir.and  achief 
of  the  family.  He,  with  his  two 
brothers,  Zetham-  and  Joel  was  over 
thc  treasures  of  the  Lord's  house. 
1st  Chron.  xxiii:  8. 

JEHIEL,  2. 

Was  the  f;on  of  Haehmoni.  _  Ho 
was  an  Important  man  in  David's 
kingdom,  lor  he  is  said  to-  have  bees 

with  the  king's  sons.     1st  Chronicles, 


JEHQADBAN— [Je-ho-ad'den.l 

Was  flic  mother  of  Amasiiah,  a 
king  of  .SuiLLih,  siiid  I  lie  wife  of  Jo- 
ash,  the  former  king.  We  know  noth- 
ing further  of  this  woman,  than  that 
she  was  a  daughter  "of  Jerusalem." 
2d  Kings  xiv:  2,  and  2d  Chronicles 
:v:  1. 

JEHOAHAZ,  1— [Je-hrZ-a-hazi]  the 

prize  or  possession  of  the  Lord. 
He  was  tho   same   as   Ahaziah,  the 
grand-son  of  Jehoshaphat.    [See  Aha- 
aiah.j 

JEHOAHAZ,  2—Theprize  or  posses- 
sion of  t]ie  Lord. 
Jeitoai-iaz  was  the  son  of  Jehu, 
king  of  Israel,  and  succeeded  him  on 
the  throne.  2d  Kings  x :  35.  He  was 
very  wicked,  following  the  example  of 
Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat.  .The 
wickedness  of  this  king  was  punished 
by  the  Lo.Tl,  who  gave  him  and  his 
kingdom  up  to  the  fury  of  Hazael,  the 
king  of  Syria,  who  conquered  him  and 
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greatly  reduced  the  ten  tribes.  It  is 
said  that  Jchoahaz,  after  ho  was  con- 
quered, had  but  ten  chariots  left  him, 
and  fifty  horsemen,  and  ten  thousand 
footmen,  for  the  king  of  Syria  had  de- 
stroyed them,  and  had  made  them  like 
the  dust  by  threshing.  2d  Kings  xiii : 
7.  This  king  reigned  seventeen  years, 
when  he  died,  and  Joash  reigned  in  his 
stead.  It  seems  that  Joash  had  been 
installed  into  the  office  of  king  two  year? 
before,  but  now  that  Jehoahaz  was  dead, 
he  entered  upon  the  sole  government. 

JEHOAHAZ,  3—  The  prize  or  posses- 
sion of  the  Lord. 
Jehoahaz,  sonic  times  called  Shal- 
Inm,  was  the  eon  of  Josiah,  a  king  of 
Judali.  Jer.  xxii:  II.  He  was  not 
the  eldest  son  of  Josiah,  but.  he  was 
supposed  by  the  people  to  be  the  fittest 
to  govern  in  that  critical  time.  Josiah 
had  been  wounded  by  Pharaoh- neehoh, 
king  of  Egypt,  and  died  at  Megiddo. 
2d  Kings  xxiii :  30.  But  Ins  reign  as 
a  king  was  short ;  only  three  months. 
Neehoh  returning  from  Carchemish  a 
conqueror,  ordered  Jehoahaz,  whose 
promotion  he  did  not  approve  of,  to 
conic  to  him  at  Riblah.  Then  he 
stripped  Mm  of  his  royal  robes,  loaded 
him  with  chain*,  and  took  him  as  a 
prisoner  into  Egypt,  where  ho  died. 
Jcr.  XKii :  11.  And  the  king  of  Egypt 
plac3d  Jcholakini,  or  Eliakim,  tho  old- 
est brother  of  Jelioahaz,  on  the  throne 
in  his  stead.     2d I  Chron,  sxxvi :  1-4. 

JEHOASH— [See  Joash.] 

JEHOHANAN,  1— [Je-ho-ha'-nan.] 

Was  a  Korhito  Levito,  oue  of  the 
door-keepers  of  the  houso  of  the  Lord, 
aeeording  to  the  appointment  of  David. 
1st  Chron.  xxvi:  3. 

JEHOHANAN,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  princes  of  Judah,  at 
the  reign  of  Jelioshaphat.     2d  Chron. 

JEHOIIANAJSr,  3, 

Was  tho  father  of  Ishmael,  one  of  the 
"captains  of  hundreds,"  whom  the 
priest  Johniiir.Uit.ook  into  his  confidence. 
2d  Chron.  xxiii :  1. 

JEHOHANAN,  4. 

Was  one  of  tho  Israelites  who  had 
taken  a  foreign  wife  during  the  captiv- 


ity, and  was  forced  by  Ezra  to  put  her 
away.     Ezra  x :  28. 

JEHOHANAN,  5. 

Was  a  priest  who  represented  (he 
house  of  Amariah  in  the  time,  of  Ne- 
bemiah.    Neh.  xii:  13. 

JEHOHANAN,  6. 

Wiiii   another   priest  of   that  i 


JEHOHANAN,  7. 

WasthesixtlisonofMeshelemiahand 
one  of  the  sacred  porters.     1st  Chron. 

JEHOIADA-[Je-hoy'-a-dahJ  knowl- 
edge of  the  Lord. 
Jehoiada  was  the  high-priest  whose 
wife,  Jehoshabeath,  preserved  the 
young  prince  Joash,  lroui  the  murder- 
ous designs  of  Athaliah,  who  aimed  to 
destroy  all  tho  seed  royal.  2d  Chron. 
xxii:  11.  Johoiada  tho  high-priest, 
under  tho  direction  of  God,  gavo  com- 
mandment that  Joash  should  be  made 
king.  They  acted  in  concert  with  him 
notwithstanding  Athaliah  was  then 
reigning.  Ho  succeeded  in  gathering 
together  a  largo  number  of  the  nobles 
and  captain?,  and  in  their  presence  he 

Sut  the  crown  upon  the  head  of  young 
oash,  and  anointed  him,  and  they 
clapped  their  hands  and  said,  "God 
save  the  king!"  Ho  then  ordered' the 
cruel  Athaliah  slain,  and  restored  tho 
worship  of  tho  true  God.  2d  Kings, 
xi:  and  2d  Chronicles,  .xxiii :  10. 

Wo  have  an  account  of  the  death  of 
Jehoiada,  at  tho  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  years,  after  assist- 
ing Joivsh  many  years  in  his  reign.  He 
was  a  great  and  good  man  and  was 
honored  and  lamented  in  his  death. 
They  honored  him  with  a  burial  among 
the  kings,  in  tho  city  of  David,  and  the 
reason  given  for  this  honor  is,  "ho  Ilad: 
done  good  in  Israel  toward  God  and  to- 
ward bis  hrmse."  2d  Chronicles,  xxiv. 
[See  Joash.] 

JEHOIAKIM  or  ELIAKIM—  [Jo 

boy'-a-kjm,]  the  resurrection-  of  the 

Jbhoiakim  or  Eliakim  was  the  elder 
son  of  Josiah.  He  was  entitled  in 
preference  to  other  sons,  to  be  his  suc- 
cessor.   He  may  have  been  taken  pris- 
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oner  by  the  King  of  Egypt  when  he 
conquered  his  father,  while  his  younger 
brother  was  not  a  prisoner,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  people  making  him  king. 
Jchoahaz  woe  reigning,  when  Pharoah- 
nechoh  returned  to  go  to  Egypt,  He 
dethroned  the  younger  brother,  loaded 
him  with  irons  and  look  him  a  prisoner 
to  Egypt,  but  made  Jehoiakim  king 
and  exacted  of  him  a  largo  tribute.  2d 
Kings,  xxiii :  34.  Ho  raised  the  tribute 
required  and  paid  it  to  (he  King  of 
Egypt  who  had  placed  him  on  the 
throne,  and  had  exacted  it.  He  began 
to  reign  at  tho  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  reigned  eleven  years.  From  the 
prophesy  of  Jeremiah  that  was  made 
against  Jehoiakim,  it  is  inferred  (hat 
he  was  very  wicked.  He  oppressed  his 
subjects  in  order  to  procure  money  to 
build  himself  a  splendid  palace,  and 
he  kept  back  a  part  of  the  hire  of  his 
workmen,  and  abandoned  himself  to 
cruelly  and  avarice.  Jer.  xxii:  13-23. 
He  was  a  hater  of  the  prophets  of  the 
Lord,  especially  of  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, and  others  who  prophesied  fo 
him,  and  of  him  and  his  kingdom; 
who  warned  him  to  repent  of  his 
wickedness,  and  announced  to  him  the 
judgments  of  the  Almighty.  Urijah 
was  one  of  f  he  prophets  who  was  hated 
by  Jon o i uk im,  and  who  fled  into  Egypt 
fo  save  his  life  from  the  fury  of  the 
king.  But  he  sent  a  troop  of  soldiers 
under  Elnafchan,  the  son  of  Aehbor,  fo 
bring  tho  fugitive  prophet  hack,  and 
they  found  him  and  brought  him  to  the 
king,  who  slew  him  with  the  sword,  and 
then  east  his  dead  body  into  tho  graves 
of  the  common  people.  Jeremiah 
xxvi:  20-23. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
this  king,  Jeremiah  was  commanded 
to  mako  bonds  and  yokes  and  put 
them  upon  his  neck — symbolic  of  the 
yoke  that  the  king  of  Babylon  would 
put  upon  the  king  and  nations  around 
IiiiM  —  including  Israel  and  Judali. 
Jer.  xxvii.  And  in.  the  fourth  year 
of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim,  a  copy  of 
Jeremiah's  predictions  were  brought 
before  him.  He  became  enraged  as 
they  were  being  read  by  Jehudi  the 
scribe— tho  king  took  the  roll  from 
his  hand,  pud  cut  it  with  a  penknife, 
and  east  It  into  (ho  fire,  and  then  scut 


i  to  put  him  to  death  an 


2]  JEH 

he  had  already  put  Urijah  to  death, 
but  the  Lord  knowing  his  murderous 
designs,  kept  tho  prophet  out  of  his 
hands.  Jer.  xxxvi :  26.  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the  king  of  Babylon,  made 
himself  master  of  Canaan— look  Je- 
hoiakim prisoner  aud  carried  him  in 
cli;;ins  in  Ikbylon.  Tho  first  time  ho 
took  him  ho  submitted  to  the  terms 
of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  was  re- 
leased and  settled  on  bis  throne  as  a 
tributary,  but  three  years  afterwards 
when  he  was  designing  to  break  tho 
yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  he  was 
detected  and  conquered,  when  Nebu- 
chadnezzar took  him  and  put  him  to 
death,  aud  then  cast  his  dead  body 
into  a  common  sewer,  in  the  manner 
of  the  unburied  carcass  of  an  ass;  as 
Jeremiah  bad  prophesied,  xxii ;  19, 
"  He  shall  be  buried  with  the  burial 
of  an  ass,  drawn  and  cant  forth  beyond 
the  gates  of  Jerusalem."  This 
crucify  in  the  murder  of  Urijah  the 
prophet,  and  burying  liim  in  a  com- 
mon grave,  seems  to  he  thus  visifod 
upon  himself,  as  the  king  of  Babylon 
nuts  him  to  death  and  buries  bis 
body  in  a  common  sewer.  His  death 
is  recorded  in  2d  Chrou.  xxxvi ;  2d 
Kings,  xxiv.    Thus  the  words  of  the 

Sirophetess  Huldah  are  fulfilled,  2d 
tings,  xxii :  16.  "  I  will  bring  evil 
upon  this  place  and  upon  tho  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  even  all  the  words  of 
the  book."  And  the  other  prophecy 
fulfilled,  fur  Johoiakim  had  no 
to  reign  as  king  after  bim.  His 
kingdom  was  tributary,  and  the  sou 
who  is  said  to  have  reigned  after  him 
three  months,  was  not  a  king  but  a 
mere  vassal  to  the  Babylonians,  "  ho 
shall  have  none  to  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  David,  or  rale  any  more  in  Judah." 


JEHOIAEIB— [Je-hoy'-a-rib.] 

Jesoiajmb  was  tho  head  of  the 
first  family  of  priests  established  by 
David.  1st  Chronicles,  xxlv :  7,  and  it 
been  considered  that  tho  illustri- 
__  family  of  the  Maccabees,  de- 
scended from  Jchoiarib. 

JEI-ION  ADAB— [J  o-h  o  n'-a-d  ab ,] 
who  acts  as  a  prince. 

Jehonadab  was  tke  son  of  Bcchab. 

I  Kings,  x :  15  :  Jer.  xxxvi.  In  the 
former  passage  we  have  an  account  of 
dchu,  the  son.  of  Nimsbi  meeting  this 
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important  personage.     Jehu  was  <za- 

fged  in  destroying  the  house  of' 
tab,  and  the  progeny  of  the  wicked 
and  idolatrous  Jezebel— and  meeting 
Jehonadab  ho  saluted  Mm,  and  ascer- 
tained most  ecrta'nly  that  lie  was  with 
him  in  heart,  in  the  prosecution  of  a 
reform  in  Israelj  by  tho  restoration  of 
the  worship  of  the  true  God  and 
tho  destruetion  of  tho  idolatry  that 
had  been  encouraged  and  settled  by 
tho  house  of  Ahab.  IIo  gave  the  re- 
former his  hand.,  stepped  up  into  his 
chariot  and  rode  with  him,  thereby 
approving  his  course,  and  encouraging 
him  in  his  work.  The  other  refer- 
ence is  to  the  descendants  of  Jehon- 
adab, when  obedience  to  the  com- 
mand of  their  father  was  tried  and 
proven.  It  w.i::  probably  two  hundred 
anil  fifty  .years  before  they  were  tested 
as  set  forth  in  the  record  of  Jeremiah. 
xxxv,  that  Jehonadab  lived  and  gave 
them  the  commandment  that  they 
should  drink  neither  wine  nor  strong 
drink.  Ho  lived  in  the  time  of  Jehu 
tho  reformer,  and  Jeremiah,  in  the 
time  of  Jehoiakim.  He  required  his 
children  to  abide  by  tho  customs  of 
their  fathers,  as  to  living  in  tents, 
cultivating  the  ground,  avid  the  vine. 
They  scrupulously  observed  his  eoni 
mauds — and  would  not  swerve  ever 
uader  the  trial  that  Jeremiah  used: 
and  because  of  their  faithfulness  God 
promised  that  "Jchonadab  the  son  o" 
Iteeliab  should  not  want  a  man  1 
si-find  before  him  forever." 

JEHOBAM— [Sec  Joram.] 

J  E  H  ONATHAN-  [J  e-horr'-t 

jEHONATIIANtboSon  of  Uzziah,  was 
placed  by  King  David  over  his  store- 
houses in  the  held  ■:,  cities,  villages  and 
castles.     1st  Chron.  xxvii:  25. 

JEHOSHAPHAT— [Je-hoalr'a-fat,] 

God  judges. 
_  JBH08HAPHAT  was  a  king  of  Judah, 
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mother's  name  wns  A.v.ubali,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Shilhi.  1st  Kings,  xv:24;  2d 
Chron.  xvii :  1.  Ho  was  thirty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  ascended  the 
throne,  and  ho  reigned  fcwenty*fivo 
years.  To  strengthen  himself  against 
the  kingdom  of  Israel,  ho  placed  strong 
forces  in  all  the  cities  that  Asa,  his 


father,  had  taken  from  the  children  of 
Ephraim,     His  riches  and  his  honor 

increased  as  a  king  of  Judah,  until  he 
became  very  great,  2d  Chron.  xvil:12. 
"And  Jchoshaplmt  waxed  great  cx- 
cesdiu'rly,  and  he  built  in  Judah  cas- 
'  :saiid  ciiics  of  stone." 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign  he  or- 
dered the  priests  and  Levitcs  to  go 
through  his  kingdom  and  teach  llio 
people  the  law  of  the  Lord.  The  zeal 
he  manifested  in  tho  ways*  of  the  Lord 
was  rewarded,  for  God  made  the  na- 
[ions  around  him  fo  respect  and  revere 
him  and  his  kingdom;  and  some  of 
them  brought  him  presents  and  tributo 
■  -silver  and  flocks. 

He  had  a  very  large  army— his  en- 
rolled militia  numbered  one  million, 
hundred  and  hixty  thousand,  and 
ho  had  live  generals  in  command  under 
hiru.  Their  names  are  given  in  2d 
Chron.  xvii:  14-18,  viz.:  Adnah,  dc- 
hohanan,  Araasiab,  Eliada,  and  Jehoz- 
abad.  These  generals  are  all  repre- 
sented as  men  of  groat  valor,  with  largo 
numbers  of  soldiers  under  them. 

_"__.. "laphat,  in  his  prosperity  and 
greatness,  formed  an  alliance  with 
Ahab,  tho  king  of  Israel,  for  which  the 
Scriptures  reproach  him.  Ho  married 
his  son,  Jehotam,  to  Athaliah,  the 
daughter  of  Ahab.  As  Ahab  and  his 
house  were  idolatrous,  this  affinity  led 
him  and  his  family  to  too  great  intimacy 
with  that  which  was  evil. 

Ho  helped  Ahab  to  retake  Hamoth- 
gilead  from  tho  Syrians,  and  came  very 
near  losing  his  life  on  account  of  the 
treachery  and  meanness  of  Ahab.who 
arranged  it  to  place  him  in  imminent 
danger.  He  went,  into  the  battle  in  his 
robe,  and  the  Syrians  look  him  to  be 
Ahab,  and  was  about  to  kill  him. 
When  ha  found  that  he  was  sorely 
pressed,  he  cried  out,  and  ihcy.  discov- 
ering their  mistake,  permitted  him  to 
escape,  while  the  king  of  Israel  was  fol- 
lowed up  and  slain.  2d  Chron.  xviii : 
33.  Jchoshaphat  then  returned  to  Je- 
rusalem in  peace,  when  he  was  accosted 
by  Jehu,  the  son  of  Hanani,  a  prophet, 
and  sharply  rebuked  for  entering  into 
the  alliance  and  helping  so  wicked  a 
king  as  Ahab.  lie  was  assured  by  the 
prophet  that  the  anger  of  tho  Lord  was 
against  him,  and  his  family  and  king- 
dom. Ho  seems  to  have  been  properly 
exercised  under  tho  reproof  given  him, 
and  set  himself  to  work  with  the  great- 
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est  care  arid  earnestness  to  repair  tho 
injury  lie  had  done,  by  good  reflation:; 
and  the  good  order  whi<:h  ho  established 
in  his  dominions,  Loth  with  regard  to 
civil   and   religions   mattei-s.      lie   np- 

I  minted  honest  and  able  judges,  regu- 
ated  file  discipline  of  the  priests  and 
Levitcs,  and  required  them  to  le  punc- 
tual and  faithful  in  the  observance  of 
their  duties.  The  Sodomiles  were  re- 
moved. 

About  the  time  ho  iiad  completed 
this  reformation,  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  an  alliance  of  several 
nations  against  him,  the  Edomites, 
Ishmaelites,  Haggentes,  Giblites, 
Moabites,  Ammonites,  Amala-Mtes, 
Philistines,  Tyiians  and  Ashurites, 
and  ho  was  informed  that  a  part  of 
them  were  already  advanced  to  Haza- 
Bon-tamar,  which  wa«  only  about 
thirty-eight  miles  from  Jerri salo"- 
He  wenf  immediately  to  the  temr. 
and  put  up  prayers  to  God  in  co 
pany  with  his  people.  lie  proclaimed 
a  fast  throughout  all  Judah.  The 
Lord  looked  with  iavor  upon  his  hu- 
mility, and  expressions  of  need  of 
divine  help,  and  answered  his  prayer. 
By  the  mouth  of  Jahaziel  be  said  to 
the  king,  "Be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed 
by  reason  of  this  multitude,  for  the 
battle  is  not  yours,  but  God's."  The 
king  was  assured  that  on  the  morrow, 
they  should  have  a  victory,  and  that 
the  victory  should  be  secured  on  their 


fbes,  and  for  three  days  they  wen 
engaged  in  taking  the  spoil,  consisting 
of  much  riches  and  precious  jewels, 
and  the  fourth  day  they  assembled  in 
Berachah.arid  prepared  to  return  in 
triumph  to  Jerusalem.  [See  2d 
Chron.  xx.] 

A  few  months  after  this,  Jehosha- 
phat siuned  against  God  again  b$ 
forming  an  alliance  with  the  wicked 
Ahaziah,  the  elder  son  of  Ahab.  He 
joined  his  fleet  with  that  of  the  king 
of  Israel  to  go  to  Tarsbish.  With 
this  the  Lord  was  displeased,  and 
Eleazar  was  commissioned  to  proph 
osy  against  hiiim>yiiig,  "  Because  tlioi 
hast  joined  thyself  with  Ahaziah,  the 
Lord  bath  broken  the  works."  The 
consequence  was,  the  whole  fleet 
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eked  cv  dashed  to  pieces  by  a 
n,  at  or  before  Eaion-geber.    2d 
Chron.  xx :  35. 

Wo  have  an  account  in  2d  Kings, 
.,  of  Jehoshaphat  being  associated 
with  the  second  son  of  Ahab,  in  war- 
ring with  the  Moabites.  The  two 
kings  traveled  in  the  wilderness  of 
Edom  for  seven  days,  and  they  suf- 
fered greatly  for  water.  Jehoshaphat 
became  alarmed,  and  enquired  if 
there  was  not  a  prophet  of  the  Lord 
there,  by  whom  they  might  enquire  of 
the  Lord  in  their  extremity.  Ho  was 
answered  that  Elisha,  the  son  of  Sha- 

K"  at  was  there.  Jeboram  arid  Jehos- 
pliat  went  down  to  see  him,  and  en- 
quire of  the  Lord  by  him.  Elisha 
seemed  tojiave  strong  regards  for  the 
King  of  Judah,  and  moved  by  these 
regards,  gave  attention  to  Jeboram. 
Ho  prophesied  that  there  should  be  a 
miraculous  supply  of  water  in  that 
valley.  And  in  the  morning  after, 
the  ditches  in  the  valley  bad  been 
filled  with  water.  Tho  uy>j>cum>.(;«  of 
the  water  to  the  Moabites,  which  was 
as  though  it  had  been  mixed  with 
blood,  induced  them  to  go  up  at  once 
against  Israel.  They  thought,  f  r  o  m 
tho  appearance  of  the  water,  that 
there  bad  been  a  great  slaughter,  and 
rushed  along  into  the  valley  to  take 
the  spoils.  But  the  Israelites  rose  up 
against  (hern,  and  smote  them. 

Jehoshaphat  died  after  a  reign  of 
twenty-five  years,  and  was  buried  with 
his  fathers,  in  the  city  of  David,  and 
Jehoram,  his  son,  reigned  in  bis 
stead.  He  liad  several  other  sons, 
whose  names  are  given  in  2d  Chron. 
xxi :  2,  to  all  of  whom  be  gave  large 
portions,  no  gave  them  silver  and 
gold,  and  precious  things,  and  fenced 
cities.  It  was  but  a  little  while  until 
Jehoram,  his  eldest  son,  slew  all  his 
brothers. 

The  Lord  thus  visited  with  venge- 
ance the  bouse  of  Jehoshaphat  for  his 
sin  in  forming  alliance  with  the  idola- 
trous family  of  Ahab. 

JBHOSHEBA— [Je-hosh'-e-bah.] 

Jeiiosiieea  was  the  daughter  of 
king  Joram,  and  the  sister  of  Aha- 
ziah. She  took  Joash,  the  son  of 
Ahaziah,  and  secreted  him  from  the 
infamous  and  wicked  Athaliah,  who 
attempted  to  slay  tho  last  of  the  royal 
family.     She  kept  him  hid  for  six 
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years  from  that  cruel  queen,  who 
reigned  that  length  of  time  over  the 
laud.  2d  Kings,  xi :  1-3.  She  is  called 
Joliosliabeal.li  in  2d  Churn,  xxii:  11. 

JEHOVAH  —  [Je-ho'-vah,]  the  in- 
communicable name  of  (rod,  sdf- 
enisting. 
JunoVAH  is  the  proper  and  incom- 
municable namo  of  tho  divine  essence. 
God  revealed  himnelf  to  Mosses  by 
this  name  when  be  called  him  to  the 
Work  of  emancipating  his  down-trod- 
den and  enslaved  people.  "  Ho  spake 
unto  Moses,  saying,  I  am  tho  Lord; 
and  I  appeared  unto  Abraham,  unto 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  G-od 
Almighty;  but  by  my  name  Jehovah 
was  1  not  known  to  them."  Tho  Jews 
had  so  great  a  veneration  for  ibis 
name  that  they  called  it  the  ineffable 
came.  They  had  small  superstitious 
regards  for  it,  after  their  captivity  in 
ISabylon,  that  they  left  off  pronounc- 
ing it  and  lost  its  proper  pronuncia- 
tion. Whenever  the  name  Jehovah 
is  given  to  an  angel,  it  is  to  the  cove- 
nant angel — ho  who  appeared  in  the 
office,  though  not  i :  1  the  Mature  of  an 
angel.  For  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  of 
the  New  Testament  was  tho  Jehovah 
of  the  Old;  and,  as  saith  the  prophet 
Isaiah:  "In  all  their  afflictions  Ho 
was  afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  His 
presence  saved  them.  In  His  love  and 
in  His  pity  He  bare  them,  and  He 
carried  them  all  tho  days  of  old."  Ho 
was  with  Moses,  and  spoke  to  him 
from  out  the  flame  of  fire;  in  the  pil- 
lar of  cloud  and  fire  from  Egypt  to 
Canaan,  &c. 

JEHOZABAD,  1— [Je-hoz'a-bttd,] 
Was  the  second  son  of  Obed-edom. 

and  one  of  the  sacred  porters,  lsl 
Ohron.  xxvi:4. 

JEHOZABAD,  2. 
Was  the  eon  of  Shomer.     Ho  wa> 

one  of  the  mim'erci'i;  of  Kins?  Jojish  Ii 
the  house  of  Millo.     2d  Kings,  xii :  21 


line  of  the  priests  from  Aaron  to  the 
captivity.     1st  Chron.  vi :  15. 

JEHCT,  1— He  that  in,  or  exists. 

Jehu  was  said  to  bo  the  son  of  TTim- 
slii ;  yet  he  was  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat 


and  the  grandson  of  Nimshi,  and  he 
was  captain  of  the  army  of  Jchoram  or 
Jorain,  king  of  Israel.  When  Elijah 
received  the  commission  to  anoint 
Jehu  king,  he  is  called  tho  son  of  Him- 
shi.  1st  Kings,  six:  10;  but  when, 
""'aba  was  sent  to  execute  tliliicommis- 
i  several  j'ors  (d'tci',  he  is  called  (he 
of  Joho-hai'.bat,  the  son  ofKims'm, 
Kings,  is :  2.  Tbe  prophet  came 
to  Jehu  to  anoint  biui  king'  while  be 
was  commanding  tho  army  of  Jehoram 
at  Eamoth-gilead,  tho  king  himself 
being  absent,  Ehsha  did  not  go  in 
person  to  Eamoth-gilead  on  this  im- 
portant errand,  but  be  sent  a  young 
prophet,  who,  when  he  reached  the 
camp,  called  Jehu  aside  and  poured  oil 
onop  his  head,  and  said  unto  him, 
' '  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  I 
have  anointed  thee  to  bo  king  over 
To  of  tbo  i.ioul,  even  over  1s- 
_Io  then  told  Jehu  what  the 
Lord  bad  determined  concerning  (he 
house  of  Ahab,  and  the  descendants  of 
Jezebel.  After- tho  young  prophet  bad 
thus  commissioned  him,  be  retired 
from  tho  camp  and  fled  to  his  home 
that  ho  might  not  bo  known.  When 
Jehu  returned  to  the  officers  from 
whom  he  had  been  called  away,  they 
asked  him  who  the  man  was,  and  what 
was  bis  errand.  Ho  informed  them 
that  it  was  a  prophet]  and  that  tbe 
prophet  had  declared  him  king  and  an- 
ointed bim.  They  at  once  acknowl- 
edged that  it  was  from  the  Lord,  and 
blew  the  trumpet,  saying,  "Jehu  is 
king."  He  entered  at  once  on  the 
conspiracy  against  tho  king  Joram  ; 
and  he  gave  orders  to  all  the  officers 
and  soldiers  to  stay  in  eamp  and  carry 
no  tidings  to  Jezveel,  and  ne  himself 
made  ready  and  went  there  to  surprise 
Joram,  who  had  been  for  some  time  in 
a  state  of  indisposition,  owing  to  wounds 
that  lie  had  received  in  the  seigo  of 
Eamoth-gilead. 

When  Joram  heard  that  Jehu  was 
coming,  not  suspecting  any  intentions 
against  him,  he  sent  a  messenger  to 
meet  him  and  ask  him  if  all  was  well 
with  the  army.  Jehu  ordered  tho  mes- 
senger to  join  his  company  withoutgiv- 
ing  him  a  satisfactory  answer.  Soon 
another  messenger  came  up,  and  he 
ordered  bim  as  he  bad  ordered  the  for- 
mer, to  join  his  company.  Joram  may 
not  have  known  certainly,  when  be  dis- 
patched his  messengers,  who  it  was 
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that  was  coming  to  liim  from  the  army ; 
but  as  ho  observed  the  furious  driving 
of  the  chariot,  ho  supposed  it  was  his 
general;  and  in  company  with  Ahaz- 
iah,  the  king  of  Judah,  who  was  visit- 
ing him  at  the  time,  he  set  out  in  his 
chariot  to  meet  Jehu.  Ah  they  came 
within  sneaking  distance  he  asked  him 
if  all  things  were  well  and  peaceful  in 
the  army.  His  answer  astounded  the 
king  Joram:  "How  can  there  he 
peace  so  long  as  tho  whoredoms  of  thy 
mother,  Jezebel,  and  her  witchcrafts, 
arc  so  many  !  "  Joram  had  only  time 
to  turn  to  Ahoziah  and  say,  "  We  arc 
betrayed!"  when  an  arrow  from  the 
ijow  of  Jehu  smote  him  between  his 
shoulder;;  and  pierced  his  vitals,  so  that 
bo  died  in  his  chariot  instantly.  Jehu 
then  gave  orders  to  Bidkar,  hiscaptain, 
to  take  up  his  lifeless  form  and  e:i:,t  i: 
into  the  field  of  Naboth,  the  Jezreel- 
ite.  tha;  fulfilling  tho  prediction  of  the 
prophet  Elijah.  lie  then  ordered  the 
company  that  was  with  him  to  follow 
tbo  king  cf  Judah,  who  was  fleeing  tor 
his  life,  and  alav  him  also;  and  they 
did,  wounding  liim  mortally,  and  a  lit- 
tle while  after  lie  (lied  at  MeaiJdo. 

Jehu  having  smitten  tbo  kingr;  of 
Israel  and  Judah,  went  on  to  Jczrcc' 
to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  God  cx- 

Sresscd  in  his  <:ouimis:;ion-— the  entire 
estmetion  of  tho  house  of  Ahab,  An 
ho  rode  to  Jezroel,  Jcaobcl,  who  had 
painted  her  facer  nd  attired  herself  in- 
gorgeous  apparel,  looted  out  at  a  win- 
dow and  saw  him,  and  then  addressed 
him,  in  substance  as  follows :  "  Had 
Zimri  much  prosperity,  who  slew  his 
master?  or  can  he  who  has  slain  bis 
master  hope  for  peace?"  Jehu,  look- 
ing up  to  the  window,  asked  if  there 
was  any  one-  in  tho  apartment  whore 
she  was  that  favored  him  and  his 
cause.  Two  or  three  eunuehs  looted 
cut  and  answered  affirmatively.  He 
then  bade  them  throw  her  out  of  the 
window,  which  they  did,  and  she  was 
trampled  upon  by  the  horses  of  Jo- 
hn's company.  And  then,  to  complete 
the  matter  aw  to  her  destruction  and 
fulfill  tbo  threats  of  the  prophet,  the 
dogs  came  and  devoured  her  body,  so 
that  when  Jehu  gave  orders  to  bury 
her,  nothing  could  be  found  but  some 
of  the  principal  bones.     2d    Kings, 
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asked  the  inhabitants  which  one  of 
Ahab'a  seventy  children  they  would 
place  upon  the  throne  of  Israel. 
They  informed  him  that  they  were 
his  servants,  and  would  in  all  things 
obey  him.  lie  then  told  them  to  put 
all  tho  children  of  their  former  king 
io  death,  and  bring  him,  as  evidence 
that  they  had  done  this,  tho  head  of 
each  one  of  the  nous  of  Ahab.  They 
accordingly  put  them  all  to  death,  and 
the  nest  day  the  heads  were  sent  into 
his  presence,  lie  then  put  to  death 
all  the  relatives  and  special  friends 
of  Ahab,  with  the  officers  of  court 
and  the  priests  at  Jcsreel.  Having 
done  this,  Jehu  proceeded  to  Samaria 
in  person,  and,  on  his  way,  ho  met  the 
friends  of  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judah, 
going  to  Jczrecl  to  salute  tbo  fons  of 
the  ialien  king  of  Israel,  who  were 
unacquainted  with  the  scenes  that  had 
transpired.  Jehu  asked  them  who 
they  were,  and  \,  hither  they  were  go- 
ing. They  told  him,  when  he  appprc- 
hended  them  and  put  them  all  to 
death.  There  were  forty-two  of  them. 
And  meeting  Jehouadab,  tho  sou  of 
Rcebab,  ho  took  bin  up  into  his 
chariot  and  toid  him  what  ho  had 
already  done,  and  what  he  would  yet 
do;  and,  wishing  him  to  bo  an  eye- 
witness of  his  zeal  for  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  ho  took  him  with  him  to  Sa- 
maria,when  he  slew  all  that  remained 
of  Ahab'a  family,  not  sparing  a  singly 
individual. 

He  tho  a  called  together  tho  people 
of  Samaria,  and  proposed  to  thorn  to 
honor  Baal  with  a  very  solemn  festi- 
val. Ho  ordered  ail  tho  priests, 
ministers  and  prophets  o?  Baal,  to 
come  together  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  worship  in  the  temple 
of  Baal,  and  there  was  to  bo  no 
worshipers  of  the  Hebrew  God  among 
thorn.  When  they  were  all  thus  to- 
gether, ho  ordered  his  guards  to  fall 
upon  them  in  their  temple,  and  slay 
them,  not  allowing  a  single  man  to 
escape.  He  then  broke  down  tho  im- 
age of  Baal,  demolished  the  temple, 
and  reduced  the  site  of  the  temple  to 
a  dunghill. 

To  reward  Jehu  for  his  faithfulness 
in  cutting  off  the  idolatrous  house  of 
Ahab,  and  destroying  Baal,  and  his 
worship  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel, 
God  promised  him  that  his  seed 
should  inherit  tho  throne  and  crown 
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of  the  ten  tribes  to  the  fourth,  genera- 
tion.    [Sec  2d  Kings,  s.] 

Though  John  iii.nl  been  the  instru- 
ment in  the  tandfl  of  G-od  in  taking 
vengeance  on  the  wicked  house  of 
Ahab,  yet  he  is  accused  of  not  en- 
tirely forsaking  tho  sins  of  Jeroboam, 
the  sou  of  Nebat,  who  made  Israel  to 
sin  in  worshiping  the  golden  calves. 
It  also  appear;;  that  in  executing  the 
divine  purpose  and  indignation,  he 
was  actuated  by  improper  feelings, 
and  motives  at  times.    2d  Kings  s :  31. 

He  reigned  twenty-eight  years  over 
Israel,  and  when  he  died,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Jchoahaz.  Butthe 
reign  of  this  sou  was  made  unpleasant 
because  of  tho  war  that  was  carried 
on  by  Hansel,  king  of  Syria.  This 
was  commenced  in  the  time  of  Jehu, 
but  it  was  continued  for  many  years 
and  Israel  was  "cut  short"  by  it. 
His  four  descendants  who  followed 
him  on  the  throne  of  Israel,  were  Je- 
hoahaz,  Joash  2d,  and  Zeehariah. 

JEHU,  2.—  He  that  is,  or  exists. 

There  was  a  prophet  of  this  name, 
called  the  son  of  Hanani,  who  rebuked 
Eaasha,  the  king  of  Israel,  for  his 
wickedness  in  walking  Jn  tho  way  of 
Jeroboam,  and  leading  Israel  into  gross 
sins.  1st  Kings,  xvi:  I.  Andthcsame 
prophet  rebuked  Jcboshaphat,  the  king 
of  Judah,  because  he  had  helped  them 
that  hate  tho  Lord  and  wero  ungodly, 
thoneh  he  bad  done  jijliuv  good  things. 
2d  Chron.  xk :  3-3.  [See  also  Baasba 
and  Jchoshaphat.] 

JEHUDI—  [Je-hu'-di.] 

Jehijdi  was  the  son  of  Ncthaniah, 
and  the  grandson  of  Shelemiah.  He 
was  sent  by  tho  princes  of  Jchoiakim 
to  Barooh,  after  the  roll  of  Jeremiah, 
that  contained  declarations  against  tho 
king.  When  the  contents  of  the  roll 
were  reported  to  the  king,  Jchudi  was 
required  to  produce  it,  and  read  it  in 
his  ears.  He  did  so,  and  the  king  be- 
ing enraged,  took  it  from  him  in  the 
midst  of  tho  reading,  and  cut  it  with  a 
penknife  [.hen  threw  j  into  fire  in.sd  ir 
was  consumed.  And  Jen.TJ.di  was  not 
allowed  to  read  it  all,    Jer.  xxxvi. 


name  (recorded)  of  Moses's  mother, 
while  Jered,  whom  she  bare,  is  thought 
to  be  a  namo  of  Moses.  She  is  repre- 
"       tho  wife  of  Eshtemoa.     1st 


JEIEL,  1—  [Jo-i'-eL] 

Jeiel  was  a,  Iteubenite,  of  tho  house 
of  Joel,  referred  to  in  1st  Chron.  v :  7. 

JEIEL,  2. 

Jeiel  was  a,  Merarito  Levite,  one 
of  the  guards,  or  gate-keepers  to  the 
sacred  tent.  1st  Chron.  sv:  18.  A 
part  of  his  duty  was  to  play  on  the 
harp,  or  the  pealtry,  in  tho  service  of 
tho  tabernacle.  1st  Chronicles,  xv:  18, 
and  xvi:  5. 

JEIEL,  3. 

J  LiIEL  was  a  principal  G/crshenite  Le- 
vite, in  the  time  of  Jehoshaphat.  ls£ 
Chron.  xv:  20. 

JEIEL,  4. 

Jeiel  was  tho  scribe  ivho  kept  the  ac- 
count of  the  numbers  and  names  of 
king  Uzsiah's  irregular 


JEIEL,  5. 

JslBL  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
Levites  in  tho  time  of  king  Josiah.  2d 
Chron.  sxxv:  S. 

JEIEL,  6. 

Jeiel  was  one  of  those  who  formed 
a  part  of  Ezra's  company  from  Baby- 
lon, Ezra,  viii:  13,  and  is  probably  the 
same  person  referred  to  in  Ezra,  x :  43, 
who  had  taken  a  foreign  wife. 

JEKAMEAM-EJek-a-mo'-am.  ] 

Jr.tCAiiLAM  was  a  Levite,  in  the  time 
of  king  David  the  fourth,  of  the  sons 
of  Hebron,  the  son  of  Kohatb.  1st 
Chron.  xxiii:  19,  and  xsiv:  23. 

JEKAMIAH-t  Jelc-a-mi'-ah.  1 


JEKT ;  TTI  ILL— '  Je-I;v/-t.hi-el.  ] 


JEHUDIJA  H—  [Jc-hu-di'-jab,]       Jetcctiitel  whs  one  of  the  tribe  of 
praise  of  the  Lord.  Jiuhib,  reierred  to  in  (lie  soiicniojiy,  as 

This  name  occurs  in  the  second  pv-ms-    iho  hhi  of  E/r:i,  or  Hosed,  by  his  Jew- 
alogy  of  o  ui.l'.ib,   and  in  thought  to  be  a  I  Ish  wife.     1st  Chron.  iv  :   38. 
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JEMIMA—  [Je-rai'-mah,]  handsome 
as  the  day. 
Jemima  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  man  of  Uz.  Job  had  been  severely 
afflicted  in  the  loss  of  his  property,  ser- 
vants and  children,  as  recorded  in  tbo 
first  chapter  of  the  book  of  Job.  He 
had  also  been  sorely  afflicted  in  the 
body,  and  his  wife  had  turned  against 
him ;  while  pretended  friends  had 
brought  the  gravest  charges  against  his 
moral  and  religious  character.  But 
(rod  justified  him,  and  made  the  even- 
ing of  his  lifo  prosperous  and  happy. 
In  his  old  age,  sons  and  daughters  were 
born  unto  him.  Jemima,  with  her  two 
sisters,  Kezia  and  Keren-hap  puch,  were 
exceed  mat  v  fan— more  handsome  than 
all  the  women  of  the  land-  Job, 
xlii:  15. 

JEMUEL—  [Jem'-u-el.j 

JrniuvL  was  the  sou  of  Simeon,  and 
is  referred  to  in  Genesis,  xlvi:  10.  As 
Ita  is  ranked  first,  bo  was  probably  the 
eldest  son.  The  same  person  is  called, 
in  1st  Chron.  iv :  M,  Nemuel. 

JEPHTHAH—  [JeP-thahJ  he  that 
opens. 
Jephiilih  was  one  of  the  judges 
of  Israel.  Ho  was  the  successor  of 
Jair,  and  tbo  son  of  Gilead  by  a  con- 
cubine. Judges,  xi ;  J  2.  His  father 
bad  several  other  children  by  his  law- 
ful wife,  and  those  children  expelled 
him  from  the  family,  becauso  ho  was 
the  son  of  a  strange  woman,  for  they 
insisted  that  such  a  child  was  not  to 
inherit  with  lawful  children.  Like 
Isbmael  the  son  of  Abraham,  who 
was  disinherited,  Jcphthah  withdrew 
from  the  family.  Ho  retired  into  the 
land  of  Toh,  where  he  became  the 
chief  of  a  band  of  robbers,  or  a  ma- 
rauding party  who  subsisted  mainly 
by  plunder.  Thoy  were  persons  with- 
out property  and  employment,  and 
profligate  in  (Jieir  manners.  It  seems 
that  the  Hebrews  on  the  east  of  the 
Jordan  bad  been  for  a  long  time  op- 
pressed by  the  Ammonites,  and  know- 
ing that  he  was  a  valorous  man  they 
insisted  that  he  -would  espouso  their 
cause,  and  as  a  captain  lead  them 
against  their  enemy.  He  at  first  re- 
proached them  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  been  treated — the  in- 
justice that  bad  been  done  him  in 
expelling  him  from  his  father's  house. 


They  repeated  their  entreaties  and  he 
yielded  to  them,  and  became  their 
leader,  on  the  condition  that  if  he  was 
fiuccessful  in  an  expedition  against  the 
Ammonites  and  delivered  them,  they 
would  acknowledge  him  as  their  chief. 
They  agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  in 
most  solemn  manner  pledged 

iselves  at  the  end  of  tbo  war  to 

make  him  their  judge.     "  The  Lord 

witness  between  us,  if  we  do  not 

so  according  to  thy  words."      Judges, 

As  soon  as  Jcphthah  had  thus  ob- 
incd  the  command  of  the  Israelites, 
i  sent  a  deputation  to  the  enemy  to 
aow  why  they  bad  taken  up  arms 
against  them.  They  answered  that  it 
was  to  retake  the  territory  which  the 
Israelites  took  from  them  when  they 
first  came  out  of  the  iand  of  Egypt, 
and  through,  the  deputation  they  made 
tbo  demand  of  Jephthah:  "Now 
therefore  restore  those  lands  again 
peaceably."  Jcphthah  told  them  that 
tbo  Israelites  were  not  in  possession 
of  any  land  except  that  which  the 
Lord  their  God  had  given  them,  and 
he  used  the  following  mode  of  reason- 
ing with  them ;  "  Wilt  thou  possess 
that  which  Cbemosh  thy  God  giveth 
thee  to  possess?  So  will  tee  possess 
that  which  the  Lord  our  God  gives 
us."  As  though  be  bad  said,  you  will 
not  relinquish  what  you  may  consider 
as  a  nation  you  hold  by  divine  right, 
or  by  commandment  of  your  God, 
so  we  will  not  relinquish  our  right 
that  our  God  has  given  us ;  therefore, 
if  you  will  not  let  us  alone  we  will 
decide  the  matter  by  the  sword. 

The  Ammonites  despised  Jephthah 
and  his  reasonings  and  expostula- 
tions, and  he  at  once  proceeded  to 
raise  an  army  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
quering them.  While  collecting  bis 
troops  together,  and  preparing  (hem 
for  the  contest,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  him  and  animated  him 
with  courage,  and  inspired  him  with  a 
spirit  of  reliance  and  implicit  confi- 
deuce  In  the  God  of  the  armies  of 
Israel.  Judges,  xi:  17;  Heb.xi:  32. 
And  in  the  midst  of  his  preparations 
lit:  made  ;!  vow  to  the  Lord.  "If 
thou  wilt  without  fail,  deliver  tbo 
children  of  Ammon  into  mine  bands, 
then  it  shall  be  that  whatsoever 
cometh  forth  of  the  doors  of  my  house 
to  meet  me,  when  I  return  in  peace 
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from  the  children  of  Amnion,  shall 
surely  lie  the  Lord's,  and  I  will 
offer  it  up  for  a  burnt  offering."  The 
contending  armies  met  upon  the  bat- 
tlefield, and  Jcphthah  conquered,  and 
his  army  ravaged  the  whole  country. 
Ho  returned  home  and  his  only 
daughter  met  him  with  her  maidens, 
with  timbrels  and  dances  to  celebrate 
his  victory.  At  the  sight  of  her,  lie 
was  greatly  troubled,  and  at  once  told 
her  the  reason  of  thin  trouble.  She 
consented  to  be  made  a  sacrifice,  after 
bcwaillngbcr  virginity  for  two  months. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the 
vow  was  consummated,  which  in  all 
probability,  simply  involved  a  celibacy 
to  which  she  was  devoted.  And  it,  is 
said,  "That  the  daughters  of  Israel 
went  yearly  to  lament  the  daughter  of 
Jepthah,  the  G  ileadite,  four  days  in  the 
year."  As  long  as  she  lived,  they 
went  from  year  to  year  to  talk  with 
ami  comfort  her. 

The  men  of  Ephraim  became  en- 
raged at  him  because  be  did  not  call 
on  them  to  help  when  he  fought  with 
the  children  of  Amman,  and  in  theii 
jealousy,  they  determined  to  arm 
themselves,  and  destroy  him  with  the 
Gileadites.  Ho  vindicates  himself, 
but  they  were  still  dissatisfied,  and  in 
lirilc.i-  i«  (.Idem!  himself,  lie  aviuml  ]]<? 
Gileadites  against  the  Ephraimites,  and 
fought  against  thorn  and  conquered 
them.  It  is  supposed  they  had  two 
battles,  and  the  latter  was  occasioned 
by  the  taunting  language  oft' 
Kpbva  initios  to  the  (lifeadites  aft 
(he  first  victory.  "  .V'e  Oil c:iclttt:rH  a.  - 
fugitives  of  Ephraim."  Jephthah  and 
his  army  took  the  passages  of  the 
Jordan,  and  as  the  I'lphrai  mites  at- 
tempted to  cross,  they  were  detected 
by  their  dialect.  They  pronounced 
Shibboleth,  Sibboleth,  and  as  they 
were  detected,  they  were  slain  in 
great  numbers.  Jud.  xii :  (i.  "  There 
fell  at  that  time,  of  the  Ephraimites. 
forty-two  thousand." 

After  Jephthah  bad  judged  It-Tito! 
six  years,  during  which  time  they  had 
peace,  which  for  thirty  years  after  '  ' 
dentil  continued  under  his  \-\uxw\ 
lie  died  and  was  buried  in  t'iiload. 


JEPHUNNEII— [Jc-fun'-nehjfte 

that  beholds. 
Jepi-itjnneh  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Judab,  and  the  father  of  Caleb,  who 


with  Joshua,  brought  back  a  good  re- 
port of  the  promised  land.    Numb. 


JERAII— [Jev-rah,]  the  moon,  to  scent 
or  smelt. 
..  e  was  (he  r:o:i  of  Joktan,  and  the 
grandson  of  Eber,  and  is  referred  to 
;-  the  posterity  of  Shem.    Gen.  x:  26. 


JEBAHMEEL— [Je-rab-E 


-el]  Hie 


temple  under  the  order  of  si     . 
stituted   in   the   time   of  Bavid.     1st 
Cliron.  xxiv:29. 

JEBEMIAH— [Jer-e-mi'-ah,]  the 

grandeur  of  the  Lord. 

Jeremiah  was  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord  of  tbo  sacerdotal  race.  He  was 
the  son  of  Ililkiah,  who  was  a  priest, 
probably  of  the  line  of  Ithamar.  He 
was  a  native  of  Anathoth,  and  resided 
in  that  city,  which  was  about  three 
miles  north  of  Jerusalem.  From  his 
commission  to  prophesy,  as  set  forth 
in  Jcr.  i,  wo  may  gather  that  he  was 
very  young  when  called.  Ho  calls 
himself  a  child  and  begs  to  be  ex- 
cused, ou  account  of  bis  age,  from 
entering  upon  the  office.  But  young 
as  he  was,  the  Lord  promised  to  be 
with  him.  and  give  him  boldness  in 
the  presence  of  the  wicked  against 
whom  he  should  prophesy.  His  bold- 
ness in  opposing  the  wickedness  of 
the  kings,  princes,  and  people  of  Ju- 
dab, is  represented  by  a  brazen  wall. 

Jeremiah  began  to  prophesy  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  JoBiah.  we  have 
an  account,  in  2d  Cliron.  xxxv ;  25,  of 
his  lamenting  over  king  Josiah  when 
ho  died,  and  all  the  chiefs  and  mat- 
rons joined  him  in  the  lamentation, 
and  the  day  was  set  apart  and  annu- 
ally commemorated  in  Israel. 

Jeremiah  was  directed  to  prophesy 
in  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  In  the  pres- 
ence of  tbo  king  and  the  people,  and 
urge  them  to  an  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  day.  They  had  probably 
violated  that  command  and  the  Lord 
was  angry  with  them,  and  now  the 
prophet  is  commissioned  to  say  to 
them :  "  Take  hoed  to  yourselves, 
and  bear  no  burden  on  the  Sabbath 
day;  nor  bring  it  in  by  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem;  neither  carry  forth  a  bur- 
den out  of  your  houses  on  the  Sabbath 
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day ;  neither  do  ye  any  work,  but  hal- 
low vc  the  Sabbath  as  I  commanded 
your  fathers."    Jcr.  xvii :  21,  22. 

lie  prophesied  faithfully  aa  God 
commanded  him ;  but  ho  complains 
that  he  was  not  received,  and  that  his 
messages  were  rejected.  Jer.  s.s.:  1 : 
"I  am  in  derision  daily;  every  one 
moeketh  mc," 

He  was  applied  to  by  the  king,  to 
enquire  of  tlie   Lord   for   him   a     '" 
the  result  of  Nebuchadnezzar's 
against   him.     He    did   enquire,   and 

five  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
ing  of  Judah,  in  which  ho  advised 
him  to  yield  to  the  king  of  Babylon : 
and  the  prophet  foretold  a  dreadful 
siege  through  which  the  kingdom  was 
to  pass  on  account  of  the  sins  of  the 
'  j.  Jer.  xsi.  He  reproves  the 
for  their  disobedience  to  God, 
and  foretells  the  Babylonish  captivity 
that  was  to  last  seventy  years.  Jcr.xxv. 
Because  of  the  faithful  manner  in 
which  Jeremiah  declared  the  word 
of  the  Lord  and  uttered  reproofs 
against  them,  they  apprehended  him, 
and  some  of  them  were  determincd'tu 

§ut  him  to  death.  But  in  this  they 
id  not  succeed,  for  he  was  acquit- 
ted.   Jcr.  xxvi:16\ 

It  was  about  iha  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Jchoiakim  that  .Jeremiah 
foretold  that  the  kingdom  of  Judah 
and  the  city  of  Jerusalem  should  be 
rendered  a  desolation.  Pashur,  the 
sou  of  Immer,  the  priest,  who  was 
the  chief  governor  ot  the  temple,  was 
enraged  at  the  pTophet,  and  smote 
him,  and  put  him  in  the  stocks  that 
were  in  the  high-gate  of  Benjamin, 
which  was  by  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
Jer.  xx :  1.  The  prophet  assured  his 
persecutor  that  ho  would  be  punished 
in  his  person,  and  that  he  and  his 
family,  with  ether  Jews,  should  be 
carried  into  captivity:  and,  further, 
that  he  should  die  a  captive  and  lie 
buried  in  the  land  of  Babylon. 

Jeremiah  seems  to  feel  very  sorely  bis 
persecutions  and  trials,  and  he  indi ' 

in  hitter  complaints.    Ho  even  ci 

the  day  of  his  birth.  "  CuTscd  he  the 
day  wherein  I  was  born,  let  not  the  clay 
wherein  my  mother  bare  me  be  blessed. 
Cursed  be  the  man  who  brought  tidings 
to  my  father,  saying :  A  man  child 
born  unto  thee,  making  him  very  glad. 

lie  prophesied  calamities  that  should 
eome  upon  the  various  nations  called 


Egyptians,  Philistines,  Phosnlcians, 
Edomites,  Arabians,  Moa biles,  Ammon- 
ites, Syrians  and  Persians,  as  well  as 
upon  the  Jews.  And  that  Nebuchad- 
nezzar should  be  the  instrument  under 
God  to  punisli  them.  Jeremiah  xxv: 
8-38. 

It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Jelioiakim,  the  son  of  Josiah,  that 
the  prophet.  Jeremiah  made  yokes  of 
wood  ty  bo  >:oiit  to  several  nations  by 
embassadors,  as  a  token  of  their  servi- 
tude to  Nebuchadnezzar,  the  King  of 
Babylon,  and  his  successors  Evil  Mer- 
odaeh  and  Bclshazzar.  Jcr.  ssvii ;  C,  7. 
Li  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jelio- 
iakim, the  prophet  Jeremiah  predicted 
temblo  calamities  that,  should  come 
upon  tho  nations  of  whom  he  had  pro- 
phesied that  they  should  be  servants  to 
Nebuchadnezzar,  and  ho  reproved  the 
Jews,  his  own  nation,  for  their  disobe- 
dience and  wickedness  in  abusing  the 
servants  of  the  Lord,  and  refusing  to 
incline  their  ears  to  their  words,  and 
foretold  clearly  tho  seventy  years  cap- 
tivity. Jcr.  xxv.  It  was  during  this 
same  year  that  Jeremiah  caused  bis 
i-cribe  to  write  out  a  copy  of  all  his 
prophecies,  and  present  them  unto  the 
people  on  the  day  of  afust  appointed  by 
Jelioiakim.  Tho  object  of  Jeremiah 
was  to  lead  the  people  to  repentance. 
Barueh  accordingly  wrote  the  prophe- 
sies, and  the  fast  being  in  the  ninth 
month  of  tho  fifth  year  of  tho  reign  of 
tho  king,   as   the   people  gathered   to- 

S ether  from  all  the  cities  of  Judah  to 
erusalem  and  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  Barueh  read  it  unto  them  in  the 
chamber  of  Gemariah  tho  son  of  Sbap- 
han  tho  scribe,  and  as  Miohaiah  heard 
it,  he  went  at  once  and  reported  it  to 
the  princes  and  great  men  of  tho  nation 
in  the  king's  house.  They  sent  Jchudi. 
a  servant  of  King  Jelioiakim  to  Barueh 
to  come  unto  them  with  the  roll  and 
road  it  in  their  ear,  and  they  were 
afraid  for  their  king  and  nation,  because 
of  the  prophecies  against  them,  and 
said  one  to  another,  "wo  will  surely 
tell  the  kingall  these  words."  And 
they  asked  Barueh  how  he  wrote  al! 
these  words,  ho  told  them  that  Jeremiah 
pronounced  them,  and  he  wrote  them 
down  with  ink  as  the  prophet  pro- 
nounced them.  They  then  went  into 
tho  king  and  reported  tho  words  of 
this  prophecy,  and  the  king  sent  Jchudi 
to  fetch  the  roll  and  read  it  in  his  ears 
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in  the  presence  of  his  courtiers,  and 
Jehudi  brought  it  and  began  to  read  it 
in  the  ears  of  the  king.  He  had  but 
read  three  or  four  leaves,  when  Jchoia- 
kim  stopped  him,  and  taking  it  from 
him,  mutilated  the  roll  by  cutting  it 
with  a  pen-knife,  after  which  he  threw 
it  into  the  firo  that  was  burning  on  the 
hearth,  and  it  was  consumed.  He  then 
issued  orders  that  Jeremiah  and  his 
scribe  should  he  taken  and  put  to  death, 
but  the  Lord  hid  them,  and  Jehoiakiin 
could  not  find  them.  His  servants 
sought  them  in  vain.  Jeremiah  then 
received  commandment  from  the  Lord 
to  prepare  another  roll,  and  write  in  it. 
all  the  prophecies  that  were  in  (lie 
former,  and  then  to  add  other  predic- 
tions regarding  the  unhappy  death  of 
Jehoiakim,  and  that  he  should  have 
no  son  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  David, 
and  that  his  dead  body  should  be  cast 
out  in  dishonor.     Jer.  xxxvi : 

Jeremiah,  during  the  reign  of  this 
king,  was  appointed  of  God  to  try  the 
fidelity  of  the  Rechabitas  to  the  com- 
mand of  Jonndab,  their  father,  which 
was,  "Ye  shall  drink  no  wine,  ye  nor 
your  sons,  forever,"  &c  He  accord- 
ingly set  pots  of  wine  before  them,  and 
cups,  and  invited  them  to  drink,  hut 
they  would  not.  The  prophet  approved 
of  their  obedience,  and  declared  that  it 
should  he  rewarded,  by  Jonadab,  the 
son  of  Ilecbab,  lumng  representatives 
to  stand  before  God  in  all  future  time. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Zed- 
ekiah,  the  successor  of  Jehoiakim,  the 
prophet  Jeremiah  placed  a  yoke  upon 
his  own  neck  and  wore  it  with  a  chain, 
to  signify  the  slavery  of  the  Jews ;  and 
ho  advised  the  kins  to  submit  to  the 
authority  and  bondage  of  the  king  of 
Babylon  as  a  means  of  preventing  rain. 
His  teaching  at  this  time  was  interfered 
with  by  a  false  prophet  named  Hanna- 
niah,  who  approached  him  and  broke 
the  yoke  that  was  upon  his  neck  ;  and 
as  he  did  this,  ho  told  (be  people  pres- 
ent that  the  Lord  would  in  two  years 
break  the  bondage  of  the  nations  sub- 
ject to  the  Babylonians.  Jeremiah 
charged  Hanatiiah  with  false  teaching, 
and  assured  him  that  he  should  be 

Junishcd  with  death  that  very  year. 
iir.  xxvii  and  xxviii. 
Jeremiah  about  this  time  had  his 
vision  of  two  baskets  of  figs— the  one 
good  and  the  other  bad, — by  which  lie 
represented  the  piety  and  devotion  to 
16 


God.of  many  captivo  Jews  in  Babylon, 
and  the  wickedness  of  many  who  re- 
mained in  Jerusalem.  Jer.  xxiv.  He 
sympathized  with  the  pious  captives, 
and  sent  (hem  a  letter  containing  ad- 
vice as  to  their  conduct.  He  urged 
them  to  cultivate  lands  and  build 
bouses,  and  marry  wives  and  enjoy  the 
endearments  of  the  home-circle,  so  far 
as  it  was  possible  for  them  as  cap- 
tives, and  to  pray  for  (he  peace  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  captives;, 
for  that  the  bondage  was  to  continue 
seventy  years,  when  it  should  end,  and 
they  should  be  delivered.  He  declared 
a  terrible  death  to  be  awaiting  the  two 
false  prophets,   Ahab  and  Zedekiah. 

This  letter  of  the  prophet  to  the  cap- 
tives produced  a  sensation,  especially 
with  Shemaiah,  a  dreamer,  who  in- 
formed Zephaniah,  the  priest,  by  letter 
at  Jerusalem,  and  he  begged  that  Jer- 
emiah might  be  put  in  the  stocks  as  a> 
madman.  The  letter  was  read  in  the 
hearing  of  the  prophet,  when  ho  de- 
clared the  coming  ruin  of  Shemaiah 
and  his  family.  Jer.  xxix.  This  same 
priest  who  was  applied  to,  was  twice 
sent,  by  king  Zedekiah,  to  Jeremiah  to 
beg  his  prayers  in  behalf  of  the  king- 
dom. See  Jer.  xxi  and  xxxvii.  He 
boldly  warned  King  Zedekiah  of  the 
destruction  awaiting  the  kingdom  for 
tho-  wickedne^  of  i  he  people. 

At  length  the  Chaldeans  fought  with 
the  Egyptians,  and  in  making  ready  for 
it  they  raised  the  scige  of  Jerusalem. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  thought  they 
would  gain  advantage  thereby,  but  the 
prophet  told  them  in  this  they  were 
mistaken  ;  for  the  Chaldeans  would 
certainly  take  their  city  and  burn  it 
with  fire. 

About  this  time  Jeremiah  was  ap- 
prehended by  Irijah  tho  son  of  Shele- 
miah,  who  had  been  imprisoned  in  a 
dungeon.  King  Zedekiah  sent  for 
him,  to  ask  him  secretly  for  the  word 
of  the  Lord  regarding  himself  as  the 
king  of  Judah.  He  assured  him  that 
he  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Babylon.  And  he  begged 
Zedekiah  not  to  return  him  to  Iris 
dungeon,  as  he  had  given  no  offence — 
cither  against  him,  or  his  princes,  or 
his  people.  The  king  attended  to  his 
petition,  and  did  not  return  him  to 
the  dungeon,  but  bade  his  keepers  to 
remand  him  to  the  court  of  the  prison' 
and  feed   him  every  day  with  cread. 
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from  the  baker's  street,  Jer,  xxsiii; 
But  there  were  some  of  the  princes 
that  were  very  greatly  offended  at 
Jeremiah's  faithi'ul  predictions,  and 
they  Legged  the  king  to  put  him.  to 
death.  Zedekiah  accordingly  gave 
him  into  their  hands  to  do  with  him 
as  they  pleaded,  and  they  threw  him 
into  a  filthy  dungeon,  or  rather  let 
him  down  with  cords  and  he  sunk  in 
the  mire  that  was  in  the  Lottom  of 
the  dungeon. 

It  was  not,  long  until  Jibed -inolecrli, 
a  servant  of  the  king  interested  him- 
self in  the  behalf  of  Jeremiah,  and 
prayed  Zedekiah  to  release  him.  He 
accordingly  gave  him  orders  to  take 
thirty  men  and  go  to  the  prophet  and 
draw  him  up  from  the  dungeon ;  he 
did  so  and  placed  Jeremiah  again  in 
the  court  of  the  prison  and  had  food 
allowed  him  every  day.  The  king 
then  sought  a  private  interview  with 
the  prophet,  and  pledged  himself  to 
Jeremiah  that  he  should  not  die  for 
speaking  the  truth  to  him.  He  then 
told  him  if  he  would  go  forth  and 
surrender  himself  fully  to  the  king  of 
Babylon,  he  should  live  and  the  city 
should  not  he  burned  with  lire,  but  if 
lie  did  not,  then  the  eity  should  he 
taken  and  burned,  and  ho  himself 
should  fall  into  their  hands.    Jere- 

It  was  probably  about  this  time  that 
Jeremiah  foretold  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  their  mournful  captivity 
and  he  bought  a  piece  of  ground 
from  Hanameel  his  cousin,  and  had 
the  writings  drawn  and  his  claim 
clearly  certified  unto.  He  subscrihed 
the  evidence  and  sealed  it,  and  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses  weighed  the 
money  and  gave  it  unto  the  former 
owner  of  the  field.  Jer.  xxxii ;  0,12. 
This  is  the  first  instance  in  which  we 
find  written  instruments  used  in  such 
transactions.  There  seems  to  have 
been  a  deed  and  a  duplicate,  and  the 
one  that  was  signed  and  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses  was  carefully 
preserved  in  an  earthen  vessel,  as  a 
token  that  his  seed  should  return  from 
Bahylon  and  possess  it. 

When  Jerusalem  was  taken,  Jere- 
miah was  released  from  his  prison, 
and  under  the  direction  of  Neb- 
uchadnezzar the  captai 
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dea,  and  being  well  provided  for  there, 


or  remaining  in  Jerusalem  with  him 
who  was  the  governor,  via,  Gedaliah. 
lie  preferred  to  stay,  and  no  doubt 
was  the  fast  friend  or  Gedaliah,  until 
ho  was  murdered  by  Ishmael  aud  his 

One  of  the  friends  of  Gedaliah, 
Johanan,  the  son  of  Kareah,  who  had 
advised  the  governor  of  his  danger, 
and  of  the  intentions  of  Ishmael, 
asked  the  prophet  to  consult  the  Lord 
as  to  what  they  should  do ;  and  he  did 
S0j  and  gave  them  the  result.  Jere- 
miah slii.  They  charged  the  prophet 
with  prophesying  falsely,  and  would 
net  follow  bis  instructions,  but  went 
and  took  Jeremiah  and  Baruch,  his 
scribe,  with  them  into  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  in  that  country  he  piophe- 

Itisnot  known  when  Jeremiah 
closed  his  days,  or  in  what  manner 
he  died,  hut  it  is  evident  that  ho 

nhesied  a  little  over  forty  years, 
ig  the  latter  part  of  tho  reign  of 
Josiah,  and  through  the  reign  of  Jc- 
eoniah,  Jchoiakim  and  Zedekiah,  and 
while  Gedaliah  was  governor  under 
mi  appointment  of  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, and  still  later  In  the  land  of 
Egypt  whither  he  was  taken  by 
Johanan. 

Jeremiah  was  the  author  of  the 
book  of  the  Lamentations,  as  also  of 
the  prophecies  of  the  book  of  Jere- 
miah. The  Lamentations  were  com- 
posed on  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem. He  sets  forth  the  miseries  of 
the  seige,  his  own  personal  and  par- 
ticular "afflictions,  with  the  ruins  of 
the  beautiful  temple  and  city,  and  the 
miseries  and  hardships  of  all  the  peo- 
ple, and  his  language  is  exceedingly 
pathetic.  It  seems  to  be  the  language 
of  a  heart  overcharged  with  sorrow, 
and  yet  socking  for  ease  in  mourning 
and  tears.  He  has  been  called  the 
weeping  prophet,  and  no  wonder,  when 
he  expresses  himself  insiudi  language 
as  the  following:  Jeremiah  ix;  1,2, 
"Oh  that  my  head  were  waters,  and 
mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I 
might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain 
of  the  daughter  of  my  peoplo,  &c." 
And  again,  Lamentations,  i  1 12,  Is  it 
nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by; 
behold  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow 
like  unto  my  sorrow  which  is  done  unto 
mo,  &e."  lie  breathes  in  sighs,  and 
speaks  in  groans. 
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Wc  may  say  of  Jeremiah, 
course  of  his  ministry,  he  met  with 
many  difficulties,  and  had  much  oppo- 
sition and  hard  treatment  from  hit 
own  people;  buthe  retained  his  own 
integrity.  He  was,  in  truth, 
of  unblemished  piety,  a  true  patriot 
iiikI  philanthropist. 

JEEIAH— [Je-ri'-ah.] 

Jeriaii  was  one  of  the 

the  temple,  under  the  order  of 
instituted  in  the  time  of  David-    1st 
Chron.  xxiv :  23. 

JEEIMOTH,  l-[Je-ri'-moth.] 

Jereuoth  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
David,   and_the  father  of  Mahalath, 

the  wife  of 


JF "imiOTH,  2. 

Jerimotii  was  one  of  the  sons  of  He- 
man,  and  when  the  lots  were  east,  and 
the  singers  were  divided  into  twenty- 
four  courses,  the  fifteenth  lot  came  to 
him.     1st  Chronicles,  xxv:  '22. 

JERIMOTII,  3. 

Jeedioth,  the  son  of  JVzriel, 

a  ruler  in  the  tribe  of  Naphtali,  in  the 
time  of  David,  let  Chronicles  xxvii : 
19.  He  may  be  the  same  person  (of 
that  name)  referred  to inlst Chronicles, 
sxiv:  30,  who  was  a  minister  in  the 
temple,  under  the  order  of  service  in- 
ilituled  in  the  time  of  David. 

JEROBOAM,  1— [Jer-o-bo'-aan,] 

ji.ff'h(iug  oyaimt;  increasing  the. 
■people. 
Jeroboam  was  the  sort  of  Nebat 
and  Zeruah.  When  King  Solomon 
saw  that  he  was  a  daring,  bold,  enter- 
prising youth  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim 
he  made  him  ruler  over  the  house  of 
Joseph,  the  tribes  of  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh.  We  understand  that  ho 
■was  appointed  to  levy  the  tax  for 
those  tribes.  See  1st  Kings  xi:  26, 
28.  As  ho  left  the  city  of  Jerusalem 
for  the  purpose  of  .filling  his  appoint- 
ment, ho  was  met  by  Ahijah  the 
51'ophct,  who  set  forth  the  future  of 
eroboam,  and  of  the  kingdom  of 
Israel,  by^  rending  a  new. garment  into 
twelve  pieces,  and  giving  ten  of  the 
pieces  to  him.  The  prophet  told  him 
that  ho  should  be  made  King  over  ten 
of  the  Hebrew  tribes.    Jeroboam  ao- 
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cordingly  began  to  set  himself  about- 
preparing  for  a  revolt.  He  was  de- 
tected in  his  preparations  and  Solo- 
mon issued  orders  to  apprehend  him. 
Ho  saved  himself  by  a  flight  into 
Egypt  where  he  formed  an  alliance 
with  Shishak,  the  king  of  Egypt,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  Solomon,  and  ho  re- 
mained there  until  the  king's  death. 
1st  Kings,  11.  Eehoboam  was  the 
successor  of  Solomon  on  the  throne 
of  Israel.  .  No  sooner  had  Jeroboam 
heard  of  the  death  of  Solomon  than 
he  left  Egypt  and  returned  to  the  land 
of  Israel.  Being  recognized  by  his 
former  friends,  at  their  request  he 
went  into  the  presence  of  the  king  to 
represent  them  and  their  cause.  '  They 
had  suffered  oppression  from  very 
heavy  taxes  under  King  Solomon,  ana 
desired  to  have  them  lightened.  Jero- 
boam said  to  Eehoboam  :  "  Thy  fa- 
ther made  our  yoke  grievous,  now 
therefore,  make  thoit  the  grievous 
service  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy 
yoke  which  he  put  upon  us  lighter, 
and  wo  will  serve  thee."  The  king 
counseled  with  the  old  men  who  ad- 
vised him  to  do  so,  hut  ho  afterwards 
counseled  the  young  men  and  they 
advised  con t vary,  and'  he  forsook  the 
counsel  of  the  old  men,  and  followed 
that  of  the  young  men.  The  people 
of  Israel  were  enraged  at  the  foolish 
answer  that  Eehoboam  gave  to  their 

fetition,  viz.,  "My  little  finger  shall 
e  thicker  than  my  father's  loins— my 
father  chastized  you  with  whips,  I 
will  chastize  you  with  scorpions,  and 
they  revolted  and  made  Jeroboam 
their  king.  After  he  was  made  king 
he  fortified  Sheohem  the  place  where 
he  was  crowned  and  rebuilt  Pcnucl. 
.The  God  who  had  selected  Jeroboam 
to  be  king  had  promised  him  that  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  should  bo  estab- 
lished in  him  and  hiii  offspring,  i !'  he 
walked  in  the  ways  of  David.  But 
he  did  not;  scarcely  was  he  settled  on 
the  throne  until  ho  disregarded  the 
terms  on  which  he  was  to  keep  it.  Ho 
saw  some  of  his  subjects  in  their 
devotion  to  God  going  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  the  temple  to  worship,  and 
fearing  this  would  result  in  their  going 
back  again  to  the  king  of  Juduh,  he 
made  two  golden  calves  and  set.  them 
up,  one  at  Bethel  and  the  other  at 
Dan,  and  ordered  his  people  to  wor- 
,hip  at  those  two  points,  and  not  en- 
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dure  the- fatigue  and  inconvenience  of 
travel  to  Jerusalem  to  worship.  Ho 
succeeded  in  thus  leading  the  people 
away  from  God,  and  into  gross  idola- 
try. He  built  houses  where  these 
idols  were,  and  set  apart  priests  that 
were  not  of  the  family  of  Levi,  hut 
from  among  the  common  people. 
And  he  appointed  a  groat  feast  about 
a  month  after  the  feast  ef  tafcernaoles, 
when  lie  offered  sacrifices  on  these 
altars  to  the  calves  which  he  bad 
made,  and  burned  incense  before 
them.    1st  Kings,  sii. 

About  the  time  Jeroboam  was  en- 
gaged in  the  ceremonies  of  the  feast 
at  Bethel  and  the  worship  of  these 
idols,  a  prophet  of  Judah  appeared 
among  them  and  cried  out  against  the 
altar,  and  declared  that  at  some  future 
time  a  descendant  of  David,  Josiah 
by  name,  should  pollute  that  altar, 
and  should  burn  the  bones  of  the 
idolatrous  priests  who  should  servo  at 
it ;  and  then,  in  token  that  his  proph- 
ecy should  be  fulfilled,  he  gave  a  sign 
at  oucc  in  the  rending  of  the  altar 
and  the  pouring  out  of  the  ashes,  with 
the  withering  of  Jeroboam's  hand  and 
arm  in  a  moment.  No  wonder  that 
Jeroboam  was  alarmed  at  these  cl 
clarations,  and  especially  at  the  sig- 
that  were  given  of  the  truth  of  tl 
prophet's  mission;  and  ho  besoug 
the  prophet  to  pray  that  his  hand  and 
arm  might  be  restored.  Accordingly 
the  prophet  besought  the  Lord,  and 
the  king's  hand  was  restored  to  him 
again  as  it  was  before.  Jeroboam 
then  asked  the  prophet  to  go  with 
him  and  take  some  refreshment  and 
receive  of  him  a  reward,  but  he  re- 
fused because  the  Lord  had  forbidden 
him;  yet  he  did  afterward,  and  was 
punished  with  death,  for  a  lionjnel 
him  and  slew  him.     1st  Kings,  xiii. 

These  events  transpiring  in  the  his- 
tory of  Jeroboam,  did  by  no  mean* 
lead  him  to  reformation.  He  con- 
tinued to  encourage  his  subjects  tc 
idolatry;  nay  more,  he  obliged  them 
to  it,  and  established  the  accursed 
system  by;  law,  which  finally  brought 
mi  the  ruin  of  the  nation. 

Jeroboam  was  pimisliei 
ways.     Many  of  his  best 
•:(»>]<■  ]mn   Mini  joined  the  k:   . 
Judah.    Jeroboam  had  batti 
Rehoboam  and  Ahijah  his  son,  in  one 
of  which  he  lost  five  hundred  thou- 
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sand  chosen  men.  2d  Chron.  xiii: 
IV.  He  had  but  one  pious  son,  or, 
rather,  but  one  that  came  to  the  grave 
in  peace,  and  that  was  A.bijah,  who 
died  in  early  life.  While  he  was  sick 
Jeroboam  was  intensely  interested  in 
the  ease,  and  sent  his  wife  to  Ahijah, 
an  aged  prophet,  to  ask  him  if  his  son 
should  recover.  The  prophet  assured 
her  that  he  should  not;  and,  further, 
ho  declared  the  ruin  that  was  coming 
on  the  family  of  Jeroboam,  1st 
Kings,  xiv. 

Ho  died  after  a  reigo  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  Nadab,  his  son,  succeeded 
him.  In  about  two  years  ho  was  mur- 
dered by  Eaasha  at  the  siege  of 
Gibbethon,  and  the  entire  family  of 
Jeroboam  was  put  to  death  and  their 
bodies  were  lei't  to  be  eaten  by  the 
dogs  and  wild  beasts.  1st  Kings,. 
xv:2D. 

JEROBOAM,  2— Fighting  against, 
increasing  flu: people. 

Jeroeoam  was  the  son  of  Joash, 
and  lb c^grc at  grandson  of  Joliu. 

T'liiif  .)<irol.;o;!iu- was  also  a  king  of  Is- 
rael, and  followed  in  the  way  of  the 
former,  as  an  idolater..  He  reigned 
about  forty-one  years,  during  which 
■time  the  kingdom  of  Israel  attained 
great  splendor.  But  like  the  former 
Jeroboam,- a  short  time  after  his  death, 
the  Lord  cut  off  his  idolatrous  house. 
The  prophet  Jonah-  is  understood  to  be 
prophesying  of  this  king  and  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  in-his  day,  when  be  rep- 
resents the  ten  tribes  in  their  greatest 
glory,  as  he  does  in  2d  Kings,  xiv :  25;. 

About  twenty-three  years  after  the 
death  of  Jeroboam,  bis  son,  Zechnriali, 
succeeded  upon  the  throne,  but  in  sis 
months  he  and  the  entire  family  were 
murdered.  2d  Kings,  xv:  8.  His 
reign  was  thus  short.  Ho  was  wicked 
like  the  former  Jeroboam,  and  Shal- 
lum  conspired  against  him,  and  slew 
■him,  and 'reigned  in  his  stead. 

JBROHAM— [Jcr-o'bam .  j 

Was  the  son  of  Elihu  and  the  grand- 
son of  Tohu,  and  he  was  the  father  of 
Elkanah,  and  hence,  the  grandfather 
of  the  prophet  Samuel.  In  the  gene- 
alogy given  of  Elkanah,  1st  Sam.  i :  1, 
we  learn  they  were  inhabitants  of  the 
country  of  Ephrath,  and  they  are  called 
Epbrathites.  So  Elimelech  and  his 
family  are  called  Ephrathites  of  Beth- 
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JERUBBAAL— [Je-rur/ba-al,  1   he 

that   rn-('.iigr:s   the   idol,   let  Baal 
defend  his  cause. 
The  same  as  Gideon.    [Sec  Gideon.] 

JERUSHAH— .[Je-ra'shab,]  he  iluil 
possesses  ike  inheritance,  exiled. 
Jekushaii  was  tho  daughter  of  Za-; 
dok  and  die  wife  of  Uzssiah,  who  began 
his  reign  piously  and  prosperously,  but 
at  last  became  wicked,  and  invaded  the 
priest's  office ;  and  as  a  punishment  for 
this  sin  was  struck  with  leprosy.  Jo-, 
tham,  the  son  of  Jerushahand  UKzlah,' 
reigned  in  the  stead  of  the  leprous 
falter.  Wo  know  nothing  further  of 
this  woman  than  is  staled  above.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  2a dok,  and  the 
wife  and  mother  of  a  king.  2d  Chron. 
xxvii  :1. 

JESHAIAH-{Jcsh-a-i'ah,] 

One  of  tho  sons  of  Jeduthun.  When 
tho  Jots  were  cast,  and  the  singers  were 
divided  into  twenty-four  courses,  his1 
lot  was  tho  eighlh.   1st  Chron.  sxv:  15. 

JESIIEBEAB— [Josh  eb'o-^b,] 

Was  one  of  (lie  priests  appointed  by 
David.  His  lot  was  the  -fourteenth. 
1st  Chron.  xxiv:  13. 

JESHTJAH— [Jesh'u-ah,]  a-savior-. 

Was  one  of  the  priests  appointed  by 
David  when  he  divided  them  into' 
twenty-four  orders.  His  lot  was  the 
.ninth.     1st  Chron.  sxiv :  11. 

JESSE—  rJcs'-sc,]  to  he  my  present. 

Jesse  was  the  eon  of  "Obert  and  the 
grandson  of  Boaz,  and  he  wns  the 
father  of  David  .  In  Kuth  iv  :  18-22, 
his  senealosv  is  traced  back  as  far  as 
had    seven    sons  and 


two  drutguiere.  whose  i 


to  select  from  among  his  sons  a  suc- 
cessor on  the  throne  of  Israel,  when 
Saw!  was  rejected  from  being  king. 
Samuel  seemed  somewhat  reluctant  to 
go  to  the  house  of  Jesse  and  anoint  one 
of  his  sons  to  be  king,  lest  Saul  should 
i-  of  it,  and  kill  him.  The  Lord 
imanded  tho  prophet  to  go  to  Beth- 
lehem with  a  sacrifice,  and  as  he  called 
the  elders  of  Israel  he  called  Jesse.also 


with  his  sons  to  the  sacrifice.  After 
the  public  services  were  over,  or  else 
before  they  began,  Samuel  had  a  pri- 
vate interview  with  Jesse  and  his 
family,  during  which  interview  the 
sons  of  Jesse  passed  before  him,  and 
he  selected  the  shepherd  youth,  and 
anointed  him  as  the  future  King  of 
Israel.  The  followingare  the  names  of 
the  sons  of  Jesse :  Eliab,  Abinadab, 
Shtmma,  Nethancel,  Raddai,  Ozem  and 
David,  and  the  following  are  the  names 
of  his  daughters:  Zeruiah  (who  was 
the  mother  of  Joab,  Abishai  and 
Asahel)  and  Abigail  (who  was  the 
mother  of  Aniasa..)  Jesse  was  cer- 
tainly greatly  honored  of  God  in  that 
the  [-.acred  Kins  of  Israel  was  selected 
from  his  family  in  the  person  of  David. 
And  moreover,  most  of  tho  kings  of 
the  Hebrews,  both  of  tho  kingdoms  of 
Judah  and  Israel,  were  descendants  of 
Jesse,  and  in  the  genealogy  of  Christ 
Jesse  appears  in  tho  regular  lino 
of  the  promised  Messiah.  Christ  is 
called  the  son  of  David  according  to 
(he  flesh,  and  the  Lord  of  David  as  a 
divine  personage,  and  he  is  called  a 
branch  from  the  root  of  Jesse.  Isa, 
si:  1.  "And  there  shall  come  forth 
a  red  out  of  the  stem  of  Jesse,  and  a, 
branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  roots,  &c," 
Jesse  it  is  likely  was  growing  old 
when  David  his  younger  son  was 
selected  as  the  successor  of  Saul,  and 
keenly  felt,  the  separation  when  David 
was  received  into  the  kings  court,  and 
became  the  constant  attendant  of  the 
diseased  king,  as  a  musician,  but  ho 
still  more  keenly  felt  the  exile  of  David 
when  Saul  was  seeking  to  kill  him.  He 
fled  to  David  fearing  for  his  own  life 
and  thatof  his 'family.  Butonaccount 
of  the  feebleness  and  infirmities  of  age, 
bo  with  his  wife  could  not  attend  David 
so  as  to  bo  supported  and  protected  by 
him.  Accordingly  David  went  to  Miz- 
pah  of  Moab,  and  made  an  arrange- 
with  the  King  of  Moab  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Ins  lather  and  mother.  Ho 
was  unwilling  to  risk  his  parents  any 
longer  within  the  reach  of  Saul,  and  ho 
knew  that  they  could  not  endure  the 
hardships  and  fatigues  of  military  life. 
Jesse  went  to  tho  Sting  of  Moab  and 
dwelt  while  David  "was  in  tho  hold." 
How  long  he  remained  in  Moab  vre  do 
not  know.  It  is  supposed  by  some  that 
when  David  fled  under  the  direction  of 
the  prophet  Gad    to    the  forests  of 
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Hareth,  the  Moabites  murdered  Je: 
and  his  family,  and  that  was  the  roas_  _ 
why  David  afterwards  considered  and 
treated  the  Moabites  as  enemies,  1st 
Sam.  xxii.  lie  smote  the  Moabites. 
2d  Sam.  viii ;  2. 

'  JESUI— rJea'-u-i,]  who  is  equal,  fiat 
country. 
Jestji  was  of  the  tribe  of  Aster, 
and  the  head  of  tlie  extensive  family 
called  Josuites.  Numbers  xxvi:  44. 
This  person  is  referred  to  in  Genesis 
ilvi :  17,  under  the  narno  Ishauh. 

JESUS— [Jc'sus,]  the  holy  name  Je- 

m/ a,  S'./cioT,  who  savcth  ids  people 

Jestjs  is  the  name  by  which  our 
blessed  redeemer  is  called,  and  the 
reason  given  why  this  should  be  his 
name  is,  "for  be  shall  save  bis  people 
from  their  sins."  Matthew  i:  21, 
Tliij  name  was  given  by  the  angel  of 
the  Lord,  who  appeared  unto  Joseph 
;n  a  dream,  Informing  him  that  the 
coming  son  of  bis  espoused  wife  was 
the  Messiah— the  long-looted  for 
Savior  of  mankind.  Consequently  as 
soon  as  the  son  of  Mary  was  born, 
Joseph  called  hisname  Jesus.  For  the 
divine  character  of  the  Savior,  see 
Christ. 

The  history  of  Jesus  is  full  of  in- 
terest. It  abounds  with  striking  in- 
cidents that  will  be  read  with  deep 
emotion  by  our  redeemed  race,  down 
to  the  latest  generation.  Every  line 
of  the  recorded  history  of  Jesus,  is 
fraught  with  infinite  and  intense  inter- 
est to  man,  from  bis  birth  in  the  man- 
ger in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem,  to  his 
vicarious  death  upon  the  cross. 


ogy  as  given  by  Matthew  i:  1-16, 
This  is  the  genealogy  by  the  side  of 
Joseph,  his  reputed  father,  because 
he  married  his  mother,  and  here  is 
the  line  from  Joseph  the  son  of  Ja- 
!';o Jj,  (o  Abraham. 

St.  Luke  gives  his  genealogy  by  the 
side  of  Mary,  his  real  mother,  from 
Joseph,  the  son-in-law  of  ITeli,  to 
Adam,  the  federal  head  of  the  human 
family. 

It  would  seem  to  be  more  important 
to  trace  his  lineage  through  -Mary,  his 
real  mother,  on  up  to  Adam,  than  to 
have  traced  it  to  our  federal  lieu" 


Joseph:    and  hence  the"  i . 

under  inspiration,  have  thus  given 
his  genealogy.  The  conception  and 
birth  of  Jesus,  is  narrated  specially 
and  particularly' in  Matthew  i:  18-25, 
and  Luke  i.  He  was  conceived  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  Infidels  have  dared  to  cavil, 
and  indeed  to  indulge  in  obscenity, 
and  wicked  expressions  regarding  the 
conception  and  birth  of  Jesus.  But 
we  will  always  admire  the  love  of  God; 
in  providing  such  a  Savior  for  man, 
and  his  wisdom  in  providing  him  in 
such  a  way.  He  was  made  of  a  wo- 
man, made  under  the  law,  to  redeem 
such  as  were  under  the  law.  He 
identified  himself  with  humanity,  by 
(akingupon  him  our  nature.  Woman, 
who  was  first  in  the  transgression,  is 
honored  in  being  the  mother  of  the 
Savior  of  the  transgressor. 

On  the  eighth  day  after  his  birth, 
ho  was  eircu incised,  and  the  name 
which  tvas  given  him  by  the  angel, 
was  settled  upon  him,  and  recorded 
according   to   custom.     Luke  ii:    21. 

And  when  eight  days  e 


sing  of  the 

v,:: :  f;-l!cd  Jesus, 
mod  of  the  aiigol., 
onceivod   in   the 


pliuhed  for  I 
child,  bis  r 
which  w;is 
before  lto   ' 
womb." 

Wo  have  an  interesting  account  of 
ihe  Magi  passing  through  Jerusalem  in 
search  of  the  new-born  king  of  the 
Jews.  Matthew,  ii.  They  had  an  in- 
terview with  Herod,  tho  king,  who  was 
troubled  on  account  of  their  embassy, 
and  the  earnestness  they  manifested, 
and  tho  confidence  they  expressed,  that 
the  king  nCl.hc  Jews  was  born.  Herod 
succeeded  in  hidinghisfearand  trouble 
from  the  Magi,  as  he  gathered  together 
the  readers  and  expounders  of  the  law 
and  prophecy,  and  demanded  of  them 
"where  Christ  should  be  born,"  and 
they  told  him  in  Bethlehem,  of  Judea. 
He  then  charged  them  when  they  found 
him  to  bring  him  word,  that  ho  might 
come  and  render  him  homage.  His  in- 
tention was  to  put  him  to  death,  but  his 
plan  was  thwarted,  for  after  tho  Magi 
found  him  and  presented  him  with 
their  gifts  of  gold,  frankincense  and 
myrrh,  they  were  instructed  by  the 
Lord  to  return  to  their  own  country 
another  way  than  through  Jerusalem. 
Joseph  and  Mary  probably  used  ihe 
presents  of  the  Magi,  to  bear  their  ex- 
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penses  in  their  flight  into  Egypt, 
whither  they  went  under  the  direction 
of  an  angel,  to  elude  the  grasp  and 
power  of  the  wicked  Herod.  The  king 
of  the  Jews,  became  greatly  enraged 
when  ho  found  the  Magi  did  not  bring 
him  word  as  to  this  new-born  king,  and 
ho  vented  his  fierce  rage  upon  the  fam- 
ilies of  ihe  city  of  Bethlehem,  by  issu- 
irs  a  decree  that  the  male  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  should  all  be 
put  to  death.  The  decree  was  exe- 
cuted, and  thereby  the  prophecy  of 
Jeremiah  fulfilled.  "A.  voice  was  heard 
in  llainah,  lamentation  and  bitter 
weeping;  Jlaciiel  waepiug  for  her  chil- 
dren, refused  to  bo  comforted  for  her 
children,  because  they  were  not.'! 
Jcr.  xxxi:  15.  Though  those  words 
were  originally  spoken  relative  to  the 
captivity  of  the  ten  tribes,  they_  are 
hero  applied  to  the  murder  of  the  inno- 
cent children  by  Herod,  in  his  determi- 
■liLitirm  l.o  kill  Jesus. 

Not,  long  alter  this,  Herod  put  his 
son  Anlipater  to  death,  and  five  days 
aftewards  ho  died  a  most  horrible 
dentil.  When  he  was  dead,  an  angel 
of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Joseph  in  his 
exile  in  Egypt,  with  Mary  and  the 
young  child,  and  told  him  that  Herod 
aiid  Anlipater  were  dead,  and  that 
ArchelauS  had  the  kingdom  of  Judea 
apportioned  to  him,  and  was  reigning 
there.  The  angel  bade  Joseph  go  with 
the  young  child  and  his  mother,  into 
Israel.  And  he  went  to  Nazareth  and 
dwelt  there,  and  this  dwelling  of  the 
family  at  Nazareth,  as  they  did  for 
many  years,  gavo  Jesus  the  title  of  the 
Nrr/areue.     Matthew,  ii:  23. 

Forty  days  after  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
according  to  the  Jewish  law  his  pa- 
rents brought  htm  I:.)  Jerusalem,  to  pre- 
sent hiiiiin  the  temple,  and  offer  the 
customary  sacrifice.  The  law  is  re- 
corded in  Lev.  xii :  2-6.  It  seems  that 
his  mother  took  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vision made  in  that  law  for  the  poor. 
while  the  rich  brought  their  lambs  of 
the  first  year,  the  poor  brought  a  p  a  i  r 
of  turtle  doves,  or  two  young  pigeons, 
Mary  being  poor,  brought  the  sacrifice 
of  a  pair  of  turtle  doves,  or  two  young 
pigeons,  and  so  prepared  herself  ac- 
cording to  law  to  appear  in,  and  take 
part  in  public  worship. 

It  was  while  she  presented  Jesus 
th«3  in  the  temple,  that  Simeon,  a  de- 
vout and  holy  man,  who  had  long 


!  waited  for  the  consolation  of  Israel,  was 
inspired  to  see  in  the  person  of  that 

Id,  the  Loi'd'ii  Clirint,     .lie  had  boon 


divinely  informed  that  he  should  not 
die  before  he  had  seen  the  Savior  of 
mankind;  and  as  ho  entered  the  tem- 
ple that  morning,  and  looked  upon  the 
parents  and  upon  the  child  Jesus,  ho 
saw  the  Messiah  ;  and  taking  (he  child 
from  tho  arms  of  the  mother  to  his  own 
arms,  he  said,  "  Lord,  now  lctteat  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine 
eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation  which  thou 
'      '    prepared  before  the  face  of  all 


tlie  ghry  of  thy  people,  .Israel." 
it  v.m-j  probably  while  Simeon  was  en- 
gaged in  praising  God  in  rapturous 
strains,  that  Anna,  a  prophetess,  came 
in  and  spake  of  him  to  all  them  that 
looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem, 
Liike,  ii:  22-38. 

The  only  circumstance  recorded  fur- 
ther of  tho  childhood  of  Jesua  up  to 
twelve  years  of  age,  is,  that  "ho  grew, 
and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  [wasj  filled 
with  wisdom ;  and  the  grace  of  G-od 
was  upon  him : ' '  that  is,  his  body  was 
in  perfect  health  and  fully  developed — 
the  mental  powers  also  expanded.  His 
excellency  as  to  moral  nature  was  made 
manifest  more  and  more,  for  he  grow 
in  the  favor  of  God.  Ho  manifested 
the  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
glory  of  bis  divino  nature. 

When  ho  was  twelve  yearn  of  age  ho 
went  up  with  his  parents  to  celebrate 
the  Passover,  an  annual  feast  of  the 
Jews.  Ho  may  have  attended  them 
before  in  their  annual  visits,  tor  they 
went  every  year:  and  the  law  required, 
anciently,  that  all  the  men  children  ap- 
pear before  the  Lord  llmco  in  tho  year, 
Ex.  xxiii :  17,  and  xxxiv :  23.  Though 
Jesus  may  have  been  at  Jerusalem  at 
the  feasts  before,  yet  nothing  peculiar 
and  striking  had  transpired  so  far  as 
the  records  show.  It  is  likely  that  the 
age  of  twelve  years  was  that  at  which 
the  parents  were  required  to  bring  their 
children  to  the  great  feasts  without 
fail,  that  they  might  witness  tho  cere- 
monies of  the  feast,  and  probably  take 
a  part  in  some  of  tho  c: 


the  eight,  day-u>f  the  least  were 

Lceompli shed,— the  Passover  day  and 
the  seven  days  of  unleavened  bread, — 
Mary  and  Joseph  started  for  Nazareth,, 
their  home,  and  they  traveled  a  day's 
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journey  before  they  found  that  Jesus 
was  not  with  them.  It  is  probable  that 
the  men  and  women  trailed  in  sepa- 
rate companies,  and  that  the  children 
sometimes  traveled  with  the  men  and 
sometimes  with  the  worn™,  and  that 
Mary  supposed  Jesus  was  with  the 
company  of  the  men,  and  Joseph  sup- 
posed he  was  with  his  mother ;  hence, 
they  traveled  until  evening  before  they 
found  that  ho  was  left  behind.  They 
hi  lined  lately  turned  hick  to  Jerusalem, 
and  the  third  day  they  found  him  in 
the  temple  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the 
Rabhi,  or  teachers.  lie  was  listening 
to  them  as  they  taught  their  disciples 
regarding  the  law,  the  doctrines,  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Jewish  religion.  But 
ho  bad  not.  contented  himself  with 
hearing  them,  for  ho  naked  them  ques- 
tions, and  confounded  them  with  his 
wisdom  and  knowledge.  Though  they 
wero  teachers  of  the  law,  he  was  not 
among  them  as  a  scholar  to  learn,  but 
he  assumed  the  position  of  a  teacher 
of  these  teachers.  Ho  proposed  ques- 
tions as  a  teacher  proposes  questions  to 
his  pupils,  and  then  gave  the  answers 
and  explanation:;  in  order  to  instruct ; 
for  it  is  said  "they  heard  him  and 
were  astonished  at  his  understanding 
and  answers." 

His  mother  approached  him  with  a 
degree  of  amazement,  to  see  him  in 
the  temple  thus,  aud  making  himself 
familiar  with  the  Rabbi,  She  said 
affectionately,  "Son,  why  hast  thou 
dealt  thus  with  us  ?  Behold  thy  fa- 
ther aud  I  have  sought  thee  sorrow- 
ing." The  answer  that  he  gave  her. 
may  have  been  intended  as  a  gentle 
reproof,  but  it  certainly  does  not  ex- 
press a  want  of  feeling  for  her  on  bis 
part,  or  a  disposition  to  insubordina- 
tion. He  said,  "How  is  it  that  ye 
sought  me?  Wist  ye  not  that  t  must 
be  about  my  father's  business."  Ho 
may  have  meant  that  they  need  not  to 
have  been  concerned  about  him, 
knowing  him  an  they  did.  As  they 
left  him  in  his  father's  house,  or  at 
the  temple,  they  might  have  been  sure 
that  he  was  there  yet.  Though  this 
saying  was  not  fully  understood,  yet 
Mary  kept  it  with  many  other  sayings 
in  her  heart,  as  the  few  following 
years  rolled  on.    Luke  ii :  41-51. 

The  four  Evangelists  have  given  us 
an  account  of  the  baptism  of'  Jesus 
iby  John  the  baptist  in  Jordan.    Mat. 


:  13;  Mark  i:  9;  Luke  iii:  21j 
John  i :  32.  Jesus  went  from  Galileo 
to  Jordan  to  be  baptized,  and  ho  de- 
manded baptism  of  John,  who  it 
seems  was  well  satisfied  of  the  exalted 
character  of  Jesus,  and  earnestly  op- 

Ensed  it.  How  strange,  that  he  who 
id  baptized  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, the  country  of  Jndca,  and  all 
the  region  round  about  Jordan,  now, 
as  Jesus  approaches  him  as  a  candi- 
date for  baptism,  urges  objection  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  worthy  to 
baptise  him.  "I  have  need  to  be  bap- 
tized of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me." 
But  Jesus  urged  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  ordinance  of  God,  the 
author  of  that  dispensation — "suffer 
it  to  be  no  now ;  for  thus  it  becomes 
us  to fulfill  all  righteousness."  Jesus 
probably  intended,  that  a3  baptism 
was  the  initiatory  ordinance  into  the 
dispensation  of  John,  which  was  the 

5 reparation  for  his  own,  to  givo  the 
ispensatiou  and  baptism  of  John  his 
sanction.  And  again,  as  Jesus  was 
himself  to  be  the  high  priest  over  the 
house  of  God,  it  was  important  that 
he  should  bo  properly  inducted  into 
the  office.  John  was  the  only  proper 
person  then  living  to  initiate  him,  for 
he  was  the  forerunner  or  messenger 
of  the  Messiah.  The  Jewish  high 
priest  was  inducted  into  the  office 
with  washing  with  pure  water,  anoint- 
ing with  holy  oil,  and  the  offering  of 

ifice.    Hence  Jesus  was  baptized 

....  sashed  with  water,  and  anointed 
by  tho  Holy  Ghost,  whilo  tho  devo- 
tions of  the  subject  of  the  ordinance, 
and  of  the  administrator,  and  of  the 
already  disciplcd  multitude,  was  the 
saerifi.ee,  which  sacrifice  was  accept- 
able to  God,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  de- 
scended in  the  form  of  a  dove,  and 
lighting  upon  the  head  of  Jesus,  a 
voice  was  heard  speaking  from  heaven 
saying,  "this  is  my  beloved  son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Matthew, 
iii:  13-17. 

The  next  important  circumstance  in 
the  history  of  Jesus,  was  his  tempta- 
tion in  the  wilderness.  Matt,  ivi  1-11 
and  Mark  i:  12,  &o.  It  eeeros  that  he 
went  into  tho  wilderness  very  shortly 
after  his  baptism,  and  that  he  was  still 
under  the  especial  influence  of  that 
spirit  that  sat  upon  him  in  tho  bodily 
shape  of  a  dove ;  ho  was  "led  up  of 
the  spirit  into  the  wilderness  to   he 
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tempted  of  the  devil."  Here  we  have 
llio  first  act  ot'our  Savior's  ministry  nar- 
rated  ;  the  official  account  of  the  first 
battle  ho  fought  as  (he  captain  of  our 
salvation.  It  was  a  combat  with  Satan, 
and  Jesus  was  the  viator.  He  went 
into  ttie  wilderness  for  this  special 
purpose.  And  like  Moses  the  great 
law  giver  of  Israel,  when  on  the  mount 
of  God  within  the  foldings  of  the  cloud 
that  capped  that  mountain,  fasting 
forty  days  and  forty  nights;  and  like 
Elijah,  who  went  in  the  Etvongtli  of  one 
meal  forty  days,  Jesus  fasted  in  the 
wilderness.  Thus  wc  have  a  representa- 
tive of  the  patriarchal  age  in  the  per- 
son of  Moses,  a  representative  of  the 
prophetical  age  in  the  person  of  Elijah, 
add  Jesus  of  the  Christian  age,  lasting 
forty  days  end  forty  nights,  and 
though  nothing  is  said  of  the  incon- 
venience endured  by  the  two  former 
from  fasting,  yet  of  Jesus  it  is  said 
i:he  hungered." 

The  temptation  of  Jesus  was  of  three 
kinds,  there  were  three  special  and 
particular  onsets,  and  bow  judiciously, 
speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  were 
they  made.  First  the  tempter  said : 
"  if'  thou  he  the  son  of  God,  command 
these  stones,  that  they  be  made  bread. ' ' 
As  though  ho  had  sale!,  why  art  thou 
here  suffering  the  cravings  of  hunger, 
when  if  thou  art  what  thou  claimest 
to  he,  thou  canst  make  bread,"  and  so 
meet  the  pressing  wants  of  nature. 
Jesus  answered  him':  "It  is  written 
man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of 
the  mouth  of  God."  Thus  with  the 
sword  of  the  spirit  as  a  heaven  invented 
weapon,  be  struck  at  hia  foe,  and  as 
Satan  beheld  the  blade  gleaming  in  the 
light,  wielded  so  dexterously  by  the 
hand  of  Jesus,  be  fled  before  him. 

Shortly  after  this  temptation  he 
went  to  Jerusalem  and  entered_  the 
temple,  and  he  occupied  a  position 
for  a  time  on  what  is  called  a  "  pin- 
nacle of  the  temple,"  which  was  prob- 
ably the  king's  gallery,  or  as  it  is 
termed  Solomon' n  porch.  This  was  a 
magnificent  piazza  which  was  founded 
on  a  vast  terrace  that  was  raised  from 
the  valley  beneath,  four  hundred 
cubits  Ills'',  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
foundation  for  the  temple,  according 
to  the  plan  presented  in  the  draft  of 
the  A  Imighiy  architect,  or  rather  it 
was  the  summit  of  (he  royal  gallery 


built  by  Herod  upon  the  masonry 
wall  that  King  Solomon  built  from 
the  valley  to  increase  the  area  of  the 
temple  site.  Josephus  tells  us  that 
its  height  was  seven  hundred  lect, 
and  the  eyes  were  almost  unable  to 
reach  so  vast  a  depth.  The  tempta- 
tion of  Jesus  is  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing language  by  Satan :  "  If  thou 
be  the  son  of  God  east  thyself  down, 
for  it  is  written  ho  shall  give  hia  an- 
gels charge  concerning  tb.ee;  and  in 
their  hands  they  shall  bear  thee  up, 
lest  at  any  time  thou  dash  thy  foot 
against  a  stone."  Jesus  had  already 
maintained  the  position  that  ho  was 
the  Son  of  God,  by  resisting  the  for- 
mer temptation,  and  now  he  is  called 
upen  togive  an  exhibit  of  his  hero- 
ism. He  is  requested  to  prove  the 
divinity  of  bis  mission  by  leaping 
from  the  summit  of  that  porch  down 
into  the  depth  of  the  valley  of  the 
Kidi-on,  and  thus  astonish  the  world 
by  a  leap  of  seven  hundred  feet  with- 
out realising  injury.  But  Jesus  un- 
sheathed the  sword  of  the  Spirit  and 
struck  at  Satan  by  saying:  "It  is 
written  thou  shalt  not  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God."  While  the  former 
appealed  to  the  animal  appetite,  this 
latter  appeal  oil  to  the  racnl'd  {antes  - 
the  love  of  show  and  the  gratification 
of  universal  admiration.  Again  he 
put  his  enemy  to  flight.  But  a  third 
time  Satan  approached  Josua  to  tempt 
him.  It  is  said  he  "  talccth  hira  up 
into  an  exceedingly  high  mountain 
and  showeth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world  and  the  glory  of  them,  and 
saith  unto  him :  All  theso  things  will 
I  give  thco  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and 
worship  me."  We  may  suppose  that 
Satan  pointed  in  the  direction  of  the 
different  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and 
p-aiutcd  their  glory  with  his  decep- 
tive tongue — represented  his  position 
as  "the  God  of  this  world,"  and 
promised  Jesus  unlimited  lordship 
if  he  would  fall  down  and  worship 
him.  Here  was  an  appeal  to  ambi- 
tion. The  rock  on  which  many  have 
split.  But  Jesus  unsheathed  the 
sword  of  the  spirit  again  and  drove 
the  tempter  from  his  presence  as  he 
said  "  Get  thco  behind  mo  Satan,  for 
it  is  written  thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt 
thou  serve."  After  Satan  had  de- 
parted from  him  angels  came  s 


yGoog[e 


JE9 


1 2  50] 


ministered  unto  liim.  The  darkness 
of  a  night  of  temptation  receded,  and 
the  bright  clear  light  of  a  beautiful 
day  dawned  upon  him.  The  faintnese 
of  hunger,  and  the  fatigue  of  the  ter- 
rible combat  through  which  Jeans 
had  passed,  was  seen  counteracted  as 
angels  spread  a  table  before  him,  and 
waited  on  him  and  supported  him  as 
he  ate.     Matt,  iv:  11. 

Jesus  then  left  the  place  of  his 
trial  and  triumph,  and  went  into  Gali- 
leo, but  lie  did  not  tarry  there  long, 
and  for  some  cause  changed  his  resi- 
dence from  Nazareth  to  Capernaum,  a 
town  situate  on  the  western  shore  of 
sea  of  Galilee.  He  wan  born  at  Beth- 
lehem, Bpent  his  childhood  and  youth 
at  Nazareth,  bud  Capernaum  was  his 
home  during  his  ministry.  Matt,  iv: 
13.  The  first  place  at  which  Jesus 
preached  in  commencing  his  ministry 
was  in  the  synagogue  in  Galilee.  At 
Nazareth,  he  preached  probably  the 
first  sabbath  a  Iter  be  arrived  at  homo. 
And  this  is  tho  first  account  wo  have 
of  his  preaching,  and  the  foundation 
of  his  discouvso   was   a  remarkable 

Eropheey  or  himself,  recorded  in  lsa. 
d:  1.  "Tho  spirit  of  the  Lord 
God  is  upon  me;  becauso  the  Lord 
hath  annointed  me  to  preach  good 
tidings  unto  the  meek ;  he  hath  sent 
me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to 
proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and 
the  opening  of  tho  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound,"  etc. 

He  informed  the  worshipers  in  the 
synagogue  at  Nazareth  that  the  (scrip- 
ture he  had  just  read  was  fulfilled. 
They  heard  with  astonishment,  but 
would  not  receive  hi3  word,  for  they 
said:  "Is  not  this  Joseph's  son?" 
Jesus  knew  their  thoughts  and  unbe- 
lief, and  said  unto  them :  "A  prophet 
is  not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own 
country  and  among  his  own  kindred." 
Tliey  seemed  to  draw  conclusions, 
from  what  Jesus  said  unto  them,  that 
ho  had  intended  to  tell  them  that  the 
Gentiles  wore  more  precious  in  the 
sight  of  God  than  the  Jews,  for  ho 
had  referred  them  to  tho  goodness  of 
God  to  the  widow,,  Serepta,  in  provid- 
ing for  her  during  Ike  dearth  and 
famine  in  Israel ;  and  ho  had  referred 
them  to  Naaman,  tho  Syrian,  who  was 
cleansed  of  his  leprosy  while  Jewish 
lepers  remained  unclean  ;  and  in  their 
wrath  they  drove  him  from  the  city, 


making  an  attempt  to  destroy  his  life 
by  easting  him  down  the  hill  on 
which  the  city  stood ;  but  they  wore 
not  allowed  to  do  this.  Ho  quelled 
their  murderous  feeling  toward  him, 
or  placed  some  obstacle  in  their  way 
so  that  they  could  not  harm  him,  and 
passed  from  their  midst  away  from 
tho  city.     Luke,  iv;  1C-30. 

This  treatment  of  Jesus  was  proba- 
bly the  cause  of  his  changing  his  resi- 
dence to  Capernaum.  And  shortly 
after  commencing  Iiis  residence  there, 
ho  called  hi:',  first  disciples  from  their 
employment  as  fishers  on  the  sea  of 
Galilee.  They  -were  Simon  Peter  and 
Andrew,  his  brother,  and  Jaines  and 
John,  the  ;;o:v;  of  Zebedec. 

V/o  havo  an  account  earlier  than 
this  of  Audrcw'ii  faith  in  Christ  r.;;  the 
Messiah,  and  liis  laudable  aoal,  and 
successful  effort  to  lead  his  brother 
Peter  to  embrace  the  faith  that  he 
had.  John  i:  40.  Hcnco  wo  may 
beddosg  that  Jesus  was  acquainted 
with  these  two  fishermen,  and  they 
with  him,  when  ho  called  them  to  he 
"fishers  of  men."  Matthew  iv;  18: 
Marki:  IS.  And  soon  after  this  lie 
increased  the  number  of  his  diseiplea 
to  twelve. 

Jesus  attended  a  marriage  in  Cana, 
of  Galilee,  where  ho  performed  the 
miracle  of  changing  water  into  wine 
in  tho  presence  of  his  mother,  his 
disciples,  and  some  of  the  servants 
and  other  guests.  John  ii :  1.  And 
after  the  marriage  feast  was  over,  ho 
went  with  his  mother  to  Capernaum, 
and  was  there  a  few  days,  when  the 
Feast  of  the  Passover  came  on,  and 
Jesus  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  join  in 
the  solemn  ceremonies. 

This  was  the  first  Passover  Feast 
after  the  baptism  of  Josus,  and  he 
may  have  exercised  some  authority 
about  the  temple,  as  Indicated  in  John 
ii :  13-17,  though  many  suppose  that 
tho  circumstance  recorded  there  of 
the  cleansing  of  the  temple  by  driving 
out  the  money  changers,  and  those 
that  sold  doves,  with  a  scourge  of 
small  cords,  &c,  refers  more  particu- 
larly to  the  act  of  Jesus  recorded  in 
Matthew  xsi:  12;  Mark  si:  15;  and 
Luke  sis :  45.  .  If  so,  then  John  an- 
ticipates three  years,  for  these  latter 
quotations  refer  to  tho  fourth  Paas- 
Feast  during  his  ministry,  which 
jiiif.  before   be   was   condemned. 
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and  crucified.  During  this  feast,  he 
taught  the  people,  and  many  of  those 
who  heard  him  believed  on  him.  His 
teachings  were  pure,  and  his  miracles 
strong  attestations  of  his  divinity. 

Shortly  alter  this,  he  hud  the  impor- 
tant conversation  with  Nicodcmus  on 
the  doctrine  of  the  new  hirth,— John, 
iii :  1-13,— in  which  he  taught  its  ne- 
cessity, and  the  importance  of  faith  in 
his  testimony. 

lie  left  the  country  of  Judea  again 
lo  go  to  Galilee,  and  in  making  the 
journey  passed  through  Samaria ;  and 
when  ho  came  to  Sychar,  which  was 
the  ancient  Sheohem— thea  a  somewhat 
important  city,  near  which  was  Jacob's 
well— ho  did  not  go  himself  into  tlie 
city,  hut  stopped  at  the  well  and  sent 
his  disciples  in  to  buy  provisions  ;  and 
while  alone  at  the  well  ho  had  the  con- 
versation villi  the  woman  of  Samaria, 
dining  which  he  satisfied  her  that  he 
mis  the  Messiah.  And  she  so  far  de- 
clared her  convictions  as  toiodcec 
many  of  the  Samaritans  to  believe  on 
him,  who  went  to  him  and  besought 
him  to  tarry  with  them,  and  ho  did 
two  days,  during  which  time  many  oth- 
ers heard  for  themselves,  and  believed 
not  on  the  evidence  of  the  woman 
merely,  but  on  what  they  themselves 
heard;  for  they  a  a  id,  "Wo  have  hoard 
him  ourselves,  and  know  that  this  is 
indeed  the  Christ,  the  Savior  of  the 

ITavrtv;;  spent,  two  clays  at  Sychar  in 
Samaria,  in  company  with  his  disciples, 
he  went  into  Galileo,  and  in  Cana  of 
Galilee  he  cured  tho  son  of  a  nobleman. 
The  nobleman  was  of  Capernaum,  and 
had  applied  unto  him,  and  expressed 
strong  faith  in  his  healing  power ;  with 
great  earnestness  lie  begged  him  to 
heal  his  son.  Jesus  said  unto  him. 
"Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth."  He 
remained  at  Cana,  but  cured  the  noble 
man's  son  at  Capernaum.    John,  iv. 

After  he  had  been  at  Cana  a  short 
"time  he  returned  to  his  home  at  Ca- 
pernaum, and  on  the  Sabbath  day 
taught  in  their  synagogue,  and  aston- 
ished, the  people  with  the  matter  of  his 
teaching  and  the  manner  of  his  deliv- 
ery, for  he  taught  with  authority ;  but 
Lis  teaching  was  attended  with  miracle- 
working  power,  for  there  was  a  demon- 
iac in  the  synagogue  whom  he  cured. 
Mark,  i :  23.  After  the  synagogue  ser- 
vice was  over,   he  entered  into  the 


house  of  Peter.  It  is  likely  Peter's 
house  was  his  Capernaum  home.  Jesus 
belonged  to  Peter'sfamily ;  hence,  we 
unci  in  Matt,  xvii :  24,  that  tho  tribute- 
receivers  came  to  Peter  and  demanded 
tribute  for  him  and  his  master,  and 
Jesus  provided  Peter  with  money  in 
tho  mouth  of  a  fish  with  which  to  pay 
tribute  for  them  both.  But  as  Jesus 
entered  into  Simon's  house,  ho  saw  his 

"fa's  mother  under  tho  influence  of 
malignant  fever,  and  ho  cured  her 

_th  a  wordj  so  that  she  rose  up  at 
once  and  ministered  unto  thorn.  Mark, 
"I;  Matt,  viii:  14;  Luke,  iv:38. 
_.  was  probably  about  this  time  that 
Jesus  preached  his  memorable  ser- 
mon on  the  Mount,  recorded  In  Matt. 
n  and  vii,  and  a  similar  fjcrnion  not 
The  ibJOTinti! in;-.,  but  in  tho  plain  re- 
corded in  J.r.ikc  vi:  17-49. 

About  this  time,  ho  cured  a  leper, 
who  came  to  him  and  besought  him  to 
make  him  clean;  and  he  charged  the 
cleansed  leper  to  go  and  show  himself 
to  the  priest,  and  offer  tho  gift  for  clean - 
I'cqnired  by  i!ic3iosaiclaw.  Mark 

.  ..';  Matthew  viii :  1 ;  Lute  viii :  22. 
Immediately  after  this,  ho  went  into 
Capernaum,  and  on  being  applied  to 
'jy  a  centurion  to  heal  his  servant. 

rho  had  boon  suddenly  struck  with 
paralysis,  ho  signified  his  intention 
to  go,  but  upon  the  centurion  asking 
him  to  cure  him  with  a  word,  Jesus 
did.     Luke  vii:  2;  Matthew  viii :  5. 

The  day  after  he  had  cured  the 
servant  of  the  centurion,  he  left  Ca- 

■ernaivm,  and  went  to  Wain,  and  as 

,e  came  near  tho  city,  he  met  a  funeral 
train.  Tho  deceased  was  the  only  son 
of  a  poor  widow,  with  whom  tho  in- 
habitants of  Wain  greatly  sympathized, 
for  they  attended  the  stricken  mother 
to  the  lnuial  of  her  sou.  "Much 
people  of  the  oity^  were  with  her." 
Jeans  had  compassion  and  comforted 
the  woman.  He  bade  the  bier-bear- 
ers stop,  and  then  called  tho  young 
man  back  to  life,  and  gave  him  to  his 
mother.  Luke  viii  11.  About  this 
time,  or  not  long  after,  lie  was  waited 
on  by  two  of  John's  disciples  with 
the  question,  "Art  thon  the  Messiah, 
or  do  we  look  for  another?"  His 
answer  to  them  was,  "Go  your  way 
and  tell  John,  what  things  ye  "have 
seen  and  heard,  how  that  the  blind 
see,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are 
cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are 


i » Google 


JES 


[253] 


JEH 


ed,  to   the  poor  the   <rospel   is 
......lied."     Luke  vii:  22.   These 

disciples  reported  to  John,  and  he 
gave  his  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
Clirist's  Mcssiahship,  end  gave  them 
to  understand  that  they  wore  no 
longer  to  complain  that  his  glory  was 
being  eclipsed  in  the  vising  popularity 
of  Jesus.  His  language  is,  "  lie  must 
increase,  hut  I  must  decrease.  John 
lii:  30. 

About  this  time  Jesus  and  his  dis- 
ciples were  crossing  the  sea  of  Gali- 
lee, and  a  great  storm  of  wind  arose 
and  the  waves  of  the  tempestuous  sea 
were  threatening  to  destroy  them,  so 
that  the  disciples  were  afraid  and 
awoke  their  master  who  was  asleep, 
Jesus  saw  their  fears  and  charged 
them  with  a  want  of  faith  in  him. 
lie  then  b  poke  to  the  winds  and 
waves,  and  there  was  a  sudden,  calm. 
Mark'iv:  37:  Matthew  viii:  24;  Luke 
viii '.  22.  The  storm  having  ceased, 
they  made  a  safe  landing,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  country  of  the  Gerge- 
seuos,  where  ho  met  the  demoniac  of 
Gadaia,  and  east  the  devils  out  of 
him,  who,  when  they  were  cast  out, 
were  permitted  by  Jesus  to  enter  the 
herd  of  swine  that  were  feeding  on 
the  plain,  and  the  whole  herd  ran 
into  the  sea  and  perished,  while  the 
demoniac,  clothed  in  his  right,  mind, 
returned  to  his  home,  and  to  his  fam- 
ily. Matthew  viii:  28;  Mark  v:  1; 
Luke  viii :  27.  Jesus  then  recrossed 
the  sea  of  Galilee,  and  came  to  Caper- 
naum, when  they  brought  unto  him  a 
man  sick  of  the  palsy  to  be  cured. 
Jesus  saw  their  faith,  and  the  faith 
of  the  palsied  man,  and  said,  "Son, 
bo  of  good  cheer,  thy  sins  be  forgiven 
thee."  He  healed  the  soul,  while  he 
eured  !hc  body. 

There  was  an  objection  raised  by 
some  of  the  scribes  to  the  form  of  ex- 

Sression  used  by  Jesus— they  called  it 
laephemy.  But  ho  claimed  the  right 
as  God  to  forgive  sins,  yet  he  cha 

the  form  of  address  to  the  cured 

by  saying,  "Arise,  take  up  thy  bed 
and  walk,"  and  the  man  arose,  and 
went  unto  his  house.  Matthew 
Mark  ii:  1;  Luko  v:  18.  He  then 
enters  into  a  conversation  with  the 
Pharisees,  and  delivered  a  discourse 
on  the  subject  of  fasting,  in  which  he 
reproved  them,  and  showed  them  that 
their  system  was  inconsistent  with 


Christianity — that  Phariseeism  and 
Christianity  could  never  harmonize. 
And  while  Christ  was  engaged  iu  ad- 
dressing these  Pharisees,  a  e  e  r  t  a  i  n 
ruler  of  the  synagogue  of  Capernaum 
came  to  him  and  with  great  earnest- 
ness, besought  him  to  come  to  his 
house  and  cure  his  little  daughter, 
who  was  lying  at  the  point  of  death. 
The  ruler  had  faith  in  Jesus  and  his 
healing  power,  for  he  said,  ' '  come  and 
lay  thy  hand  on  her,  and  she  shall  live." 
He  immediately  started  with  him  to  his 
house,  but  on  the  way  a  crowd  gathered 
about,  him  and  among  tho  crowd  were 
diseased  persons,  one  of  whom  was  a 
woman  whoso  disease  was  of  twelve 
years  standing,  and  a  distressing  one,  for 
it  excluded  her  from  die  congregation 
of  Israel.  She  pressed  her  way  through 
tho  crowd  and  touched  tho  hem  of 
Jesus'  garment,  and  was  cured.  As 
soon  as  opportunity  afforded,  Jesus  and 
tho  ruler  passed  on,  but  before  they 
reached  the  house,  intelligence  was 
brought  the  anxious  father,  "  thy 
daughter  is  dead-"  Jesus  comforted 
lii;.:  sorrowing  heart,  and  hastened  on  to 
the  dwelling,  and  putting  oil  that  were 
present  out  of  tho  appartmont  save  the 
lather  and  the  mother  of  the  damsel,  lie 
took  her  by  the  hand  and  commanded 
her  to  arise,  ''and  she  arose  and 
walked,  for  sho  was  of  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  Mark  v  :  22-42  and  Matt,  is ; 
18-25.  When  Jesus  departed  thence 
ho  was  followed  by  two  blind  men  who 
expressed  their  faith  in  him  as  the 
Messiah  and  begged  him  to  restore  them 
to  sight.  Ho  asked  them  if  they  believed 
he  was  ablo  to  do  it?  They  answered 
him,  Yea  Lord.  He  then  touched  their 
eyes  and  gave  them  sight.  Matt,  ix :  27. 
These  men  that  were  cured  of  their 
blindness,  spread  abroad  the  fame  of 
Jesus  in  all  that  country,  and  it  may  be 
that  they  brought  the  dumb  man  pos- 
sessed with  a  devil,  who  was  relieved, 
for  Jesus  cast  the  devil  out  of  him,  in 
the  presence  of  tho  multitude,  who 
were  greatly  astonished  at  his  power 
and  said:  "Itwas  never  so  seen  in 
Israel."  Matt,  ix:  32.  On  tho  per- 
formance of  the  last  miracle  the  Phari- 
sees made  a  charge  against  Jesus  of  be- 
ing in  league  with  the  devil.  In  their 
malice  and  wickedness,  they  attributed 
the  power  of  God  to  the  devil.  Jesus 
asserted  his  Godhead  and  declared  his 
equality  with  the  father,  declares  him- 
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self  the  quickener  of  the  dead,  and  the 
judge  of  the  world.  He  refers  to  the 
testimony  of  John  the  Baptist,  concern- 
ing him,  and  adds  to  tlv.it  tho  testimony 
appearing  in  the  works  that  he  had 
already  performed,  with  the  declarations 
of  scripture  regarding  him  and  their 
fulfillment.  Matt,  ix  :  m  and  John  v : 
17-39. 

On  a  Sabbath  morning  Jesus  and  his 
disciples  passed  through  a  cornfield; 
and  as  the  disciples  were  hungry,  they 
plucked  ears  of  corn  and  did  eat. 
There  was  a  complaint  among  the 
Pharisees  that  they  had  done  that  which 
was  unlawful  to  do  on  the  Sabbath  day. 
Jesus  defended  his  disciples  by  refer- 
ring the  Pharisees  to  the  act  of  David, 
recordcdinlstSaniTxxi:  G,  of  entering 
the  house  of  God  when  he  was  hungry, 
and  taking  the  shew  bread  to  eat,  which 
was  not  lawful  for  any  except  the  priests, 
and  yet  they  did  not  blame  him.  And, 
again  ho  referred  them  to  the  priests 
work  on  the  Sabbath,  how  they  slay  and 
offer  sacrifices  on  the  Sabbath  as  a  com- 
mon day  and  are  blameless,  and  he  de- 
dares  himself' as  Lord  even  of  tho  Sab- 
bath day.  Matt,  xii:  J,  Markii:  23 
and  Luke  vi :  I. 

They  were  probably  on  their  way 
to  the  synagogue  when  they  passed 
through  the  cornfield,  for  as  the  conver- 
sation with  tho  Pharisees  closed,  ho  en- 
tered into  the  synagogue,  and  there  was 
a  man  there  which  had  a  withered 
hand.  Jesus  after  setting  forth  clearly 
the  fact  that  it  is  proper  to  heal  on  tho 
Sabbath  day,  cured  the  man  with  tho 
withered  hand.  With  a  word  he  re- 
stored it  whole  like  the  other.  Matt, 
xli :  10,  Mark  iii :  1  and  Luke  vi :  6. 

About  this  time  he  designated  his 
disciples  apostles.  He  gave  the  twelve 
their  names  and  authority  against  un- 
clean -piril-.  anil  power  to  lie:; i  i-^kni's:' 
and  all  manner  of  disease.  lie  guve 
them  particular  instructions  relative  to 
the  objects  of  their  ministry,  their  mode 
of  preaching,  &c.  He  foretold  the 
afflictions  and  persecutions  they  would 
have  to  endure,  and  cautions  them 
against  unfaithfulness  in  any  respect. 
Matt,  x:  1,  &&,.  Mark,  in:  12,  Luke, 
vi:  13,  &c.  Jesus  cured  a  man  who 
was  possessed  with  a  devil,  blind  and 
dumb.     This  was  a  remarkable 


brought  against  him  before,  ^ 


casteth  out  devils  by  Beelzebub,  the 
prince  of  tho  devils."  In  connection 
with  his  defense  at  this  time,  be  charges 
upon  his  onemies  tho  sin  against  the. 
Holy  Ghost  which  is  unpardonable, 
which  sin  seems  to  be,  as  Jesus  sets  it 
forth,  attributing  to  satanie  agency  the 

Sower  by  which  he  wrought  miracles, 
[atthew.  xil:  24,  Mark,  iii:  22,  Luke, 
xi:  15. 

Before  the  above  conversation  fully 
closed,  the  mother  of  Jesus  and  the 
children  of  Mary,  the  wifo  of  Cleopas, 
who  was  the  sister  of  the  virgin  Mary, 
were  reported  as  without,  desiring  an 
interview  with  him.  Jesu-;  asked  flic 
significant  question,  "Who  is  my 
mother?  and  who  are  my  brethren." 
His  object  in  asking  thi  s  question  evi- 
dently was  t  o  declare  tho  nearness  of 
spiritual  relationship,  for  he  says, 
"  whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my 
father  in  heaven,  tho  same  is  my 
brother and  .sister,  :wA  mother."  Matt, 
sii:  4G;  Mark,  iii:  31;  Luke,  viii: 
19. 

Not  long  iificv  this  he  dines  with  Si- 
mon, the  Pharisee;  and  while  in 
Simon's  house  a  woman,  probably  a 
converted  heathen,  whoso  love  for  Je- 
sus was  great,  entered  the  house  with 
an  alabaster  bos  of  ointment  She  stood 
at  Jesus'  feet,  and  wept  tears  of  grati- 
tude lor  what  he  had  done  for  her. 
Her  tears  fell  upon  bis  feet  as  ho  re- 
clined, and  she  washed  them,  wiping 
them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head.  She 
kissed  his  feet  anil  anointed  them 
with  the  precious  ointment.  Jesus 
commended  her,  but  mildly  reproved 
Simon  for  his  la  ok  of  proper  courtesy. 
Luke,  vii:   36-4G. 

Wo  nest  hear  of  Jesus  in  a  desert 
place  apart,  and  the  people  in  multi- 
tudes following  him,  to  be  benefitted  by 
his  teachings  and  the  curing  of  their 
siek.  And  when  the  evening  was  come 
his  disciples  proposed  that  ho  should 
send  them  away  to  t  h  e  i  r  homes,  or  to 
the  villages  to  buy  themselves  some- 
thing to  eat.  But  Jesus  told  them  no, 
ho  would  not  send  them  away,  but 
would  himself  provide  them  a  meal, 
and  he  did,  multiplying  five  loaves  and 
two  fishes,  with  which  lie  fed  five  thou- 
sand men,  beside  women  and  children, 
taking  up  twelve  baskets  full  of  frag- 
ments after  the  meal  was  over.  Matt 
siv:  15;  Mark,  vi:  30;  Luke,  is:  10f 
:  ;i.isd  .John  vi:   I- 
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Immediately  after  this  ho  hade  his 
disciples  get  into  a  ship  to  go  over  the 
sea,  and  in  tho  fourth  watch  of  the 
eight  h  e  overtook  them  in  their  voyage. 
He  had  been  up  the  mountain  side  pray- 
ing for  a  season,  while  they,  at  his  com- 
mand, had  started  out  to  cross  the  sea. 
When  they  saw  him  coming  they  were 
afraid,  hut  Jesus  stilled  their  fears,  and 
entered  the  ship  with  them,  and  crossed 
over.  Matt,  siv:  22;  Mark,  vi:  45, 
ami  ,iolm,  vi:   15. 

Tho  day  after  this,  some  of  those 
who  were  present  and  did  eat  of  the 
loaves  and  iishes,  followed  Jesus  to  Ca- 
pernaum, and  when  they  found  him 
they  asked  how  lie  came  there,  for  they 
know  that  he  did  not  enter  the  ship 
with  his  disciples  the  night  before. 
Jesus  then  charges  them  with  seeking 
him,  not  so  much  to  see  his  miracles  or 
hear  his  words,  to  ho  benefited,  but 
rather  to  bo  fed  again.  He  t  ho  n  pre- 
sents himself  as  tho  bread  of  life,  a  n  d 
urges  them  to  seek  after  spiritual  food. 
Jodin,  vi :  26. 

.About  this  time  one  of  the  impor- 
iant  annual  feasts  occurred,  and  r 
went  up  to  Jerusalem  where 
:;  Isi.me  man  at  the  pool  of  ..  . 
and  discourses  concerning  his — r.  . 
tant  mission,  and  the  tradition  of  the 
elders  which  tho  Pharisees  held  was. 
transgressed  by  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
in  eating  with  unwashed  hands.  John. 
v:  2,37;  Matt,  xv:  1;  Mark  vii ;  1. 
When  Jesus  loft  Jerusalem  this  time 
he  departed  into  the  coasts  of  Tyre 
and  Sidon,  and  cured  the  Syro-pheni- 
cian  woman's  daughter.  Matt,  xv: 
21;  Mark,  vii;  24,  and  he  also  cured 
in  the  coasts  of  Deeapolis,  after  he 
loft  Tyre  and  Sidon,  a.  person  who 
was  deaf  and  had  an  impediment  in 
his  speech.  Ho  opened  the  ears  of 
the  deaf  man  and  loosened  his  tongue 
so  that  he  spake  plainly.  Mark,  vii : 
32.  And  Matthew  tells  us  that  mul- 
■  titudes  that  were  blind,  dumb  and 
maimed  were  healed,  xv :  30.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  great  multitude 
about  the  Savior  while  peiforit:in.a 
these  miracles,  and  they  continued 
with  him  three  days,  so  deeply  inter- 
ested that  they  did  not  leave  to  seek 
for  something  to  eat.  Having  com- 
passion upon  them  Jesus  multiplied 
seven  loaves,  and  a  few  fishes,  with 
■which  he  fed  four  thousand  met 
side  women  and  children,  Mark, 


Having  sent  the  multitude  away 
Jesus  took  ship  and  came  into    the 
last  of  Magdala. 

The  Pharisees  and  Sadduccs  joined 
■gcther  to  demand  from  him  a  sign 
from  heaven — they  feigned  a  desire  to 
have  his  doctrine  fully  proved  to 
them  that  they  might  credit  it  and 
become  his  disciples.  He  severely 
rebuked  them  for  their  hypocrisy  and 
wickedness,  and  then  caniions  Iris  dis- 
ciples to  beware  of  their  doctrines. 
Mark,  viii:  11:  Matt,  xvi :  1;  Luke, 
54.     Ho  then  eanios  to  llethsaida 

as  a  blind  man  was  brought  to 

him,  ho  restores  him  to  sight,  Mark, 
viii :  22.  Soon  after  thishe  began  to 
teach  his  disciples  regarding  his  com- 
ing sufferings.  He  tells  them  he  will 
bo  rejected  of  the  elders  and  chief 
priests  and  scribes,  and  be  put  to 
death,  and  after  three  days  rise  again. 
Peter  was  astonished  and  objected  to 
this  teaching  but.  Jesus  rebuked  him. 
Matt,  xvi :  21 ;  Mark,  viii :  31 ;  and 
Luke,  ix:  18.  And  six  days  after  lie 
thus  taught  his  disciples,  ho  took 
Peter  and  James  and  John  up  into  a 
mountain  to  be  witnesses  of  his  trans- 
figuration. He  gave  these  three  dis- 
ciples a  more  glorious  view  of  his 
divinity  than  they  had  ever  had  be- 
fore. Ho  caused  the  divine  nature  to 
shino  forth  through  the  human  as 
they  had  never  before  seen  it.  They 
reached  the  spot  on  the  mountain 
selected  by  Jesus,  and  immediately 
bis  face  shone  as  the  sun  and  his  rai- 
ment was  white  as  the  light,  and 
"oses  and  Elias  appeared  and  talked 
..ith  him.  The  disciples  saw  them 
and  knew  them — and  proposed  to  their 
master  to  build  tabernacles  and  detain 
tho  two  heavenly  visitants:  "let  us 
make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee. 


io  for  Moses,  and  ot 


i'  Kims,'* 


the  father  was  heard  by  all  the  com- 
pany, saving:  "This  is  my  beloved 
son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  The 
disciples  were  afraid  and  fell  on  their 
faces.  They  were  dismayed  by  the 
voice,  and  dazzled  by  the  glory  of  the 
cloud,  Jesus  dispelled  their  fears  and 
they  lifted  up  their  eyes  and  saw  him 
standi ne  before  them  alone.  Matt, 
xvii :  1,  8 ;  Mark,  ix  :  2 ;  Luke,  ix  : 
28,  and  the  apostle  Peter  in  his  2d 
Epistle  i ;   16,  refers  to  this  glorious 
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manifestation  as  he  says, he  "was  an 
eye-witness  of  his  majesty."  When 
Jesus  aud  his  disciples  came  down 
from  the  mountain  a  man  came  to 
him  and  besought  him  to  cure  his  sou 
who  was  a  lunatic,  and  affected  most 
with  his  disorder  at  the  full  aud 
changes  of  the  moon.  It  was  a  very 
severe  case,  and  the  paroxysms  some- 
times threw  him  into  the  fire  and 
sometimes  into  the  water.  While 
.Jesus  and  the  three  disciples  were  on 
the  mount  of  transfiguration,  he  had 
probably  applied  to  the  other  disci- 
ples for  a  euro  and  they  could  not 
affect  it.  lie  soys  "  I  brought-  him  to 
thy  disciples  and  they  could  not  cure 
him."  Jesus  at  once  rebuked  tin; 
devil  and  healed  the  child.  Matt, 
xvii :  1-1 ;  Mark,  is :  17 ;  Luke,  is ; 
37.  lie  again  spake  to  his  disciples 
regarding  his  sufferings,  and  declared 
that  he  would  he  betrayed  into  the 
hands  of  men.  Matt,  xvii :  22.  He 
then  went  to  Capernaum,  and  while 
there  the  demand^  was  made  of  Peter 
for  tribute,  which  seems  to  indicate 
that  Jesus  was  a  member  of  his  family. 
The  money  was  miraculously  supplied 
and  the  tribute  paid  by  Peter  for  them 
both.  _ 

While  he,  willi  liifi  disciple;,  n 
at  Capernaum,  they  came  to  him  with 
a  question,  which  seemed  to  indicate 
a  desire  for  position  and  rank  in  his 
kingdom.  He  takes  occasion  to  give 
thorn  a  very  important  discourse  oi 
the  virtue  of  humility,  and  the  proper 
mode  of  treatment  of  an  offending 
brother.  Matthew  xviii;  Mark  ix 
B3;  Luke  ix:  46,  At  the  close  oi 
this  discourse,  John  informed  him 
that  they,  the  disciples,  had  seen 
casting  out  devils  in  his  name,  and 
they  forbade  him,  because  he  was  not 
of  their  number.  Jesus  reproved 
them  for  rebuking  that  man,  and  :- 
formed  them  that  no  man  can  d 
miracle  in  his  name,  who  does  not 
possess  a  proper  spirit.  MaTk  ix 
38;  Luke  is;  49.  Ho  then  left  Gab 
ilee,  and  went  into  Judea,  and  to  the 
Jews  he  foretold  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem.  He  gave  the  declaration 
contained  in  the  following  passage: 
Lukoxiii:  34 — '"0  Jerusalem,  Jeru- 
salem, thou  that  killest  the  prophets, 
and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto 
thee;  how  often  would  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  together  as  a  hen  doth 


gather  her  brood  under  her  wings, 

*  ;a  would  not." 
ic  declaration  was  made  just  after 
certain  Pharisees  told  him  of  Herod's 
intention  to  kill  him.  In  Matthew 
xxiv,  and  Mark  xhi,  the  same  subject 
is  spoken  of,  and  Jesus  follows  the 
expostulation  above  with  other  pre- 
dictions of  the  destruction  of  the 
temple,  and  the  taking  of  Jerusalem, 
and  the  uprooting  of  the  J  ewisli 
polity.  He  illustrates  the  whole  by 
the  iwrnblo  of  the  ii'.;  tree.  Matthew 
--iv:  32-33. 

As  Jesus  was  on  his  way  to  Jerusa- 

m.  he  passed  through  Galileo  and 
..,  __  from  his  own  city,  pii^ed 

other  towns  until  he  came  to 

Samaria,  and  then  passed  through  it, 
teaching  aud  preaching,  aud  curing 
diseases,  and  in  ono  of  the  villages, 
he  cured  ten  men  who  were  lepers— 
whether  they  were  all  Samaritans  or 
not  we  cannot  tell— but  one  of  them 
was,  for,  being  healed,  he  glorified 
God  with  a  loud  voice,  and  fell  down 
sit  Jesus'  feet  giving  him  thanks— 
"and  he  was  a  Samaritan,"  and  he 
was  the  only  one  of  the  ten  men  that 
were  eleamed.  that,  returned  to  glorify 
God.     Luke  xvit:  12-18. 

It  is  probable,  that  about  this  time, 
Jesus  sent  forth  the  seventy,  two  and 
two,  into  the  various  towns  and  cities, 
whither  he  himself  would  come.  He 
sent  them  forth  to  preach  and  to  hcr.l, 
They  went  in  the  name  of  Jesoo 
and  were  very  [successful.  In  a  tour. 
of  a  few  days,  they  performed  many 
wonderful  works,  and  returned  to  Je- 
rusalem and  reported,  saying:  "Lord 
even  the  devils  are  subject  to  us, 
through  thy  name,"  Luke  x:  1-17. 
Jesus  was,  it  is  likely,  at  Jerusalem 
at  this  time,  attending  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles.  There  was  a  variety  of 
opinions  among  the  Jews  regarding  his 
character.  Some  declared  liim  to  be 
a  good  man,  aud  others  said  he  was  a 
deceiver.  John  vii:  11.  But  about 
the  middle  of  the  feast,  Jesus  entered 
the  temple,  and  declared  his  divine 
mission.  Ho  confounds  the  Jews,  as 
he  unfolds  openly  their  secret  designs 
against  him.  They  were  greatly  en- 
raged, and  desired  to  kill  him,  but 
notwithstanding  their  hatred  toward 
him,  he  keeps  on  teaching,  uijtil  the 
last  day  of  the  feast,  when  ho  made 
an  c tiniest  appeal. 
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He  saw  flie  priests  as  they  brought 
water  from  the  pool  of  Siloam  to  use  in 
the  temple,  and  improved  the  circum- 
stance by  crying  in  their  ears,  "  If  any 
man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  mo  and 
drink."  The  consequence  of  his  search- 
ing appeals  and  earnest  invitation  was, 
many  believed  on  him.  John,  "uii : 
37. 

He  continued  in  Jerusalem  after  the 
feast  was  ended,  and  still  taught  in  the 
temple,  and  we  have  an  account  of  a 
woman  brought  unto  him  by  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  taken  i  n  the  act 
of  adultery.  They  referred  him  to  the 
law  of  Moses,  and  its  penalty  i'or  such 
an  offense,  which  was  death.  They 
probably  desired  him  to  soy  that  she 
should  bo  stoned  to  death;  that  they 
might  accuse  him  before  the  Roman 
governor,  for  arrogating  t  o  himself  the 
power  of  life  and  death,  which  the  Ro- 
mans had  taken  away  from  the  Jews. 
Yet  he  did  not  answer  them,  so  that 
they  could  thus  accuse  him.  Thoug! 
he  did  not  countenance  the  crime  oi 
which  she  was  guilty,  yet  he  did  not 
condemn,  for  the  witnesses  against  her 
had  all  fled.  He  bade  her  go  and  sin  no 
more,     John,  viii:  1-11. 

Jesus  discoursed  with  the  Jews  r  e- 
garding  himself  as  the  light  of  the 
world.  Ho  confutes  the  Pharisees  i  n 
their  cavils,  and  shows  his  authority, 
convicts  them  of  sin  and  foretells  their 
dying  in  it,  because  of  their  unbelief. 
When  the  Jews  cavil  again  and  declare 
tbi!  nobility  of  their  tilth,  being  Abra- 
ham's children,  he  shows  their  vanity, 
and  the  wickedness  of  their  habits,  and 
declared  them  to  be  children  of  the 
devil,  doing  his  lusts,  and  murderers  in 
their  hearts,  for  they  were  constantly 
seeking  to  kill  him.  John,  viii.  _  They 
even  attempted   to   stone   him   in  the 

'  As  Jesus  was  leaving  the  temple 
where  the  Jews  had  intended  to  stone 
him-— to  go  it  may  be  to  the  Blount  of 
01ivc3,  he  saw  a  man  who  had  been 
blind  from  his  birth.  The  disciples 
were  deeply  interested  in  the  case  and 
asked  him  tho  question,  "  Master  who 
did  sin,  this  man  or  his  parents,  that 
he  was  born  blind?"  They  referred 
to  an  idea  that  existed  in  many  Jew- 
ish minds,  that  bodily  afflictions  oi 
disabilities  were  marks  of  sin  in  the 
soul ;  and  from  this  idea  arose  the 
proverb:     "Mark  him  whom  God 


marks."  Jesus  satisfied  their  enquir- 
ing minds  as  it  regarded  this  matter, 
but:  restored  the  blind  man  to  sight. 
John,  is-  1,&C. 

It  is  likely  that  Jesus  went  to 
Bethany  after  ho  left  Jerusalem,  and 
was  entertained  at  tho  house  of  Mar- 
tha, and  Mary,  and  Lazarus ;  and  this 
was  probably  the  time  when  Jesus 
mildly  reproved  Martha  for  her  anxi- 
ety to  provide  a  splendid  repast,  while 
he  commended  Mary  who  was  com- 
plained of  by  her  sister.      Luke,  x: 

;«42. 

Jesus  was  invited  to  the  house  of  a 
Pharisee  to  dine.  He  accepted  the 
invitation;  and  tho  Pharisee  was  very 
much  astonished  that  he  did  not  wash 
before  dinner.  He  may  not  openly 
have  made  an  objection,  but  Jesus 
knew  his  thoughts,  and  exposed  the 
hypocrisy  of  this  sect,  and  ho  de- 
nounced the  wickedness  of  the  law- 
yers, and  condemned  them,  Luke, 
xi:  37-54. 

He  discourses  about  the  Galileans, 
whose  blood  Pilate  had  mingled  with 
their  sacrifices,  and  the  eighteen  upon 
whom  tho  tower  of  Siloam  fell ;  and 
preaches  in  a  powerful  manner  the 
necessity  of  repentance.    Luke,  xiii : 

I.  And  while  teaching  in  the  syna- 
gogue on  the  Sabbath  day,  ho  cured  a 
woman  who  had  been  seriously  af- 
flicted for  eighteen  years.    Luke,  xiii : 

II.  This  cure  was  performed  on  tho 
Sabbath,  or  shortly  after  the  former 
cure.  He  entered  into  the  house  of  a 
chief  Pharisee  to  enjoy  his  hospitality, 
and  while  there  ho  cured  a  man  that 
had  the  dropsy,  Luke,  xiv  :  1-6 ;  and 
followed  tho  cure  with  tho  discourse 
on  humility  which  he  given  in  a  para- 
ble. He  also  gave  the  parable  of  the 
great  supper,  and  taught  how  men 
were  to  becomo  his  disciples,    Luke, 

He  probably  returned  to  Jerusalem 
about  tho  time  the  feast  of  dedication 
came  on,  which  was  in  the  winter. 
John,  vii :  14 ;  and  during  that  feast, 
to  tho  Jews  who  came  to  him,  he 
asserted  his  divinity,  and  declared 
himself  to  be  equal  and  one  with  the 
Father.  Because  of  this,  the  Jews 
sought  to  stone  him.  He  vindicated 
his  conduct  and  character,  and  ap- 
pealed to  his  works.  They  strove  to 
apprehend  him,  but  he  escaped  out 
of  their  hands,  '-lv 


i » Google 


:n-r> 


f257] 


JES 


and  went  away  beyond  Jordan,  where 
John  at  first  baptized.     J  ohn,  x. 

It  was  Iiero  that  tho  question  con- 
cerning divorce  was  presented  by  the 
Pharisees;  and  lie  answered  it.  Matt, 
sis :  1,  &e. ;  Mark,  x ;  1,  &c.  And  it 
wais  here  that  the  little  children  were 
brought  to  him  that  ho  should  put 
hig  hinds  on  them  and  bless  them: 
and  he  uttered  that  glorious  declara- 
tion that  comforts  the  hea-rts  of 
Christian  parents — especially  wher 
bereft  of  their  children  in  death 
"Suiier  little  children,  and  forbid 
them  net,  to  conic  unto  me ;  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  Heaven." 
Matt,  six:  13;  Marie,  s:  13;  Luke, 
xrviii :  '15. 

As  he  was  leaving  tho  coasts  of 
Jiide;),  when  he  had  Urns  ad  circled  (he 


went,  a  young  man  came  to  him  with 
the  question,  "  good  master,  what  fjood 
thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit 
eternal  life."  Jesus  gave  him  a  plain, 
pointed  answer,  laying  down  for  h_... 
a  course  of  conduct  which  would  have 
resulted  in  his  salvation,  had  he 
attended  to  it.  Matt,  sis:  10,  Mark 
sv  17  and  Luke  xviii:  18.  From  the 
conduct  nf  this  young  man  Jesus  was 
led  to  address  his  disciples  on  tho 
jeefc  of  the  diQculties  of  a  rich  n 
being  saved.  About  this  time  Lazarus 
the  brother  of  Martha  and  Mary  died, 
and  Jesus  with  his  disciples  went  to 
Bethany  and  there  he  raised  Lazinifl 
from  the  dead.  John  si.  After  the 
miracle  of  raising  Lazarus  to  life,  Jesus 
retired  to  the  City  of  Ephraim  where 
ho  tarried  awhile  with  bis  disciples, 
probably  until  the  feast  of  the  passover, 
which  was  the  last  passover  ho  attended, 
and  tho  ono  at  which  he  suffered.  John 
si:  55.  Here  ho  foretold  his  be 
ings  the  third  time  clearly.  He  sa 
bin  disciples,  "  Behold  we  go  up  to 
Jerusalem ;  and  tho  son  of  man  shall 
he  betrayed  into  tho  hands  of  the  chief 
priests  and  scribes,  and  they  shall  con- 
demn him  to  death,  &c."  Matt,  xx; 
18,  Mark  x:  3i  and  Luke  xviii:  31. 
On  the  way  to  Jerusalem  he  was  enter- 
tained by  Zaecneus.  Luke  six:  2,  and 
having  made  a  (top  at  Jericho,  a 
was  leaving  it,  Bartimeus  a  blind 
implored  him  to  restore  him  to  sight. 
One  of  tho  evangelists  says,  "two 
blind  men  sitting  by  the  wayside,"  and 
17 


he  informs  us  Jesus  had  compassion 
on  them,  and  restored  them  to  sight, 
and  they  followed  him.  Matt,  ss:  29, 
Marks:  46  and  Luke  xviii:  35. 

Before  he  came  to  Jerusalem,  Jesus 
lamented  its  condition  anil  wept,  be- 
cause of  its  coming  destruction.  Luke 
sis :  41.  Ho  stopped  at  Bethany, 
which  was  but  a  short  distance  from 
Jerusalem,  and  took  supper,  for  "  they 
made  him  a  supper  and  Marl  ha  served ; 
but  Lazarus  was  one  of  them  that  sat 
with  hini  at  tho  table."  This  was  a 
IV.  w  d;m;  'idoro  the  Passover. 
While  Jesus  was  at  Bethany  in  tho 
mse  of  Simon  the  leper,  who  may 
have  been  a  person  whom  Jesus  had 
healed  of  leprosy,  a  woman  came  to 
him  and  anointed  his  head  with  pre- 
cious ointment.  The  person  who  per- 
formed (his  anointing  was  evidently 
Mary,  the  sister  of  Martha,  if  there  was 
but  one  anointing;  but  possibly  there 
may  have  been  two,  one  in  the  house  of 
Simon  and  the  other  in  the  house  of 
Martha.  Jesus  commended  the  act, 
and  took  occasion  again  to  speak  of  his 
coming  death.  Matt,  sxvi ;  fi;  Mark 
siv:  1,  and  John  xii:  1.  ■  Having 
made  his  triumphant  march  into  Jeru- 
salem, Marl;  xi :  1 ;  Luke  sis :  28,  and 
John  xii:  12,  it  is  probable  (hat  the 
last  sis  days  before  Jesus  was  appre- 
hended and  crucified,  ho  spent  the  time 
in  Jerusalem  and  about  the  temple 
teaching  the  people,  and  each  night 
lodged  at  Bethany,  and  it  was  during 
this  time  that  he  cleansed  and  purified 
!  !]■>  ((■iii?,'u  as  set  forth  Ijv  i  lie  Evaneei- 
i:;ts.  Matt,  xxi;  V2;  Mark  si:  11  ; 
Luke  six:  45,  and  John ii:  14.  After 
lodging  at  Bcthany_  on  one  of  those 
nights,  in  the  morning  as  he  returned 
toJerusalem,  he  cursed  the  barren  fig- 
tree,  which  miracle  wonderfully  aston- 
ished his  disciples.  While  Jesus  min- 
istered in  the  temple,  after  he  had  used' 
his  authority  in  cleansing  it,  while  en- 
gaged in  prayer,  the  singular  phenom- 
enon of  a  voico  from  heaven  was  beard 
by  those  about  the  temple.  It  was  (he 
voice  of  God,  tho  Father,  declaring 
that  his  name  had  been  glorified  in 
Jesus,  and  shou'd  be  clarified  again. 
Johnxil:  28.  Jesuscalled  their  atten- 
tion to  that  voieo  as  they  had  heard  it, 
and  ho  took  occasion  to  discourse  to 
them,  concerning  his  Mossed  mission 
and  tho  ministration  of  John.  John 
xii,  and  Luke  xx.     In  that,  discourse  he 
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refers  them  to  tlio  question  of  obligation 
to  pay  tribute  to  Cesar.  Matt,  xxii: 
16-22.  In  tboBamedisooursehelrinKa 
up  the  subject  of  his  resurrection; 
teaches  a  lawyer  the  greatest,  command- 
ment :  Love  to  Goil ;  the  next  to  it  in 
importance:  Love  to  our  neighbor.  Ho 
speaks  about  himself  as  the  Messiah— 
as  the  son  of  David.  Matt,  ssii ;  Mark 
xii,  and  Lute  xx.  Jesus  sat  in  the 
temple  over  against  the  treasury,  and 
saw  the  worshipers  casting  their 
money  in,  and  amongst  them  he  saw  a 
widow  casting  a  farthing  or  two  mites, 
lie  called  the  attention  of  his  disciples 
to  it,  and  greatly  commended  the  widow 
for  her  gift,  .Mark  sii:  41,  and  Luke 
xxi:  1.  Ho  delivered  a  discourse  on 
the  necessity  and  importance  of  watch- 
fulness, during  which  ho  gave  the  par 
able  of  the  evil  and  oppressive  servant. 
Matt,  xxiv  ;  Mark  xiii,  and  Luke  xxi. 
and  he  refers  to. the  destruel  ion  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  iho  coming  general  judg- 
ment. 

Judas,  one  of  the  twelve,  engages, 
with  the  chief  priests  to  betray  Jesus 
for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  having 
settled  the  arrangement  with  them,  he 
sought  a  fit  opportunity  to  accomplish 
it,  Matthew  sxvi:  14;  Mark  xiv:  10; 
Luke  xxii:  3.  Jesus  then  began  to 
make  the  arrangement  forcelcbraling 
the  last  Passover  with  his  disciples. 
He  sent  Peter  and  John  into  the  city, 
to  a  man  whom  he  designated,  who 
had  a  large  upper  room,  and  who 
offered  them  the  use  of  the  room,  and 
they  made  ready  the  Passover,  and 
Jesus,  with  his  disciples,  resorted 
thither.  "While  there,  a  contest  arose 
among  the  disciples  as  to  who  of  them 
should  be  the  greatest.  Jesus  taught 
them  the  importance  of  humble 
views  of  self  m  the  simple  yet  signifi- 
cant manner  of  washing  the  feet  of 
each  one  of  them.  In  Matt,  xxvi :  17; 
Blark  xiv;  12;  Luke  xxii:  7;  John 
xiii:  1,  wefind  lie  instituted  Ihc  sacred 
supper,  and  bade  Judas,  after  he  had 
designated  him  as  the  one  that  would 
betray  him,  lldo  what  thou  doest 
quickly."  In  the  above  quotations, 
with  1st  Cor.  xi :  23,  we  have  the  insti- 
tution of  the  Lord's  supper  clearly  set 
forth  with  all  its  solemnity  and  inter- 
est. Ho  then  delivered  his  farewell 
discourse  to  his  disciples,  contained 
in  John  xiv,  offers  up  an  earnest 
prayerfor  them,  John  xvii,  and  retires 


with  some  of  them  to  the  garden  of 
Gcthscmanc,  where  he  entered  into 
the  unspeakable  agony  that  preccedod 
his  crucifixion.  Matthew  xxvi;  'St!; 
Mark  xiv:  32;  Luke  xxii:  39.  The 
mob  came  by  night  to  Gethsemauc, 
headed  by  the  traitor  Judas,  who  be- 
trayed him  with  an  hypocritical  kiss. 
They  secured  him  and  took  him  to 
the  house  of  Annas,  the  father-in-law 
of  Calaphas,  to  be  judged.  John  xviii: 
13.  Annas  refusing  to  judge  him. 
sent  him  to  Caiaphas,  anil  Caiaphai!  de- 
livered  him  over  to,.  Pontius  Pilate, 
who  tried  him,  and  condemned  him  to 
be  crucified,  after  he  had  allowed 
him  to  pass  a  trial  before  Herod,  and 
bo  mocked  of  bis  men  of  war.  Jesus 
was  not  only  subject  to  the  abuses  of 
these  wicked  men,  but  he  was  for- 
saken by  all  his  disciples  save  Peter, 
and  he  did  even  worse  than  forsake 
him,  for  he  denied  him  with  bitter 
uallni  iiiid  curses. 

After  Jesus  was  condemned  he  was 
led  from  Pilate's  judgment  hall  to 
Calvary ;  they  put  a  crown  of  thorns 
upon  his  head— clothed  him  in  a  scar- 
let robe;  placed  a  reed  in  his  hand, 
and  then  placed  the  cross  on  which  he 
was  to  die,  upon  his  shoulder,  and 
compelled  him  to  carry  it  toward  the 
place  of  execution.  He  did  carry  it 
until  he  feinted  beneath  his  load. 
They  compelled  him  to  rise  up  and 
bear  it  on  ;  he  fell  a  second  time,  but 
they  compelled  Irim  io  j.'i^o  and  ieel  its 
weight  again;  but  a  third  time  he 
faints  beneath  his  load,  and  lest  he 
should  expire  before  they  reached  the 
top  of  the  hill,  and  they  not  have  the 
pleasure  of  crucifying  him,  they  com- 
pelled a  Cyrenian  to  bear  it  for  him. 
When  the  designated  place  is  reached 
they  fastened  him  to  the  wood,  and 
he  is  raised  up  to  die.  There  were 
two  malefactors  crucified  with  him. 
The  agony  of  Jesus  on  the  cross  can- 
not be  toltL.  but  it  may  well  be 
imagined  as  indiseribable  by  the  lan- 
guage that  escaped  hiri  lips  while  en- 
during it;  "My  God!  My  G-od! 
Why  hast  thou  forsaken  me,  as  well 
Lhe  various  attestations  that  were 
given  of  his  divinity,  in  the  darkened 

i,  and  trembling  of  the  earth,  and 
___iding  of  the  vail  of  tho  temple  in 
twain.  He  exercised  his  sin-pardon- 
'  ig  power    by   preparing  the  moral 

ature  of  the  dying  penitent  for 
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leaven:  but  he  himself  gave  up  the 

f'.ost.  He  said  "it  is  finished."  For 
e  account  of  the  vicarious  suffer- 
ings and  death  of  Jesus  see  Matt. 
xxvi:27;  Mark.xiv:  15;  Luke, 
xxii:  2;',;  Jobnxviii:  19. 

After  his  death  his  body  was  given 
to  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  and  he  took 
■it  down  from  the  cross,  and  preparing 
it  for  burial  placed  it  in  his  own  tomb. 
The  Jews  remembered  how,  in  his 
life  time  he  taught  that  he  would  rite 
from  the  dead,  and  they  asked  of 
Pilate  a  band  of  Roman  soldiers 
-with  which  to  .guard  the  sepuloher. 
He  granted  them  their  request  and 
■they  sealed  the  sepuloher  and  placed 
a  Eoman  guard  to  watoh ;  but  on  the 
third  morning,  or  the  first,  day  of  the 
week  be  rose  from  the  grave.  Matt, 
sxvii:  27,28;  Mark,  xv:  43;  Lake, 
xxili;  24;  .John,  six:  20. 

The  fact  of  his  resurrection  was: 
sufficiently  attested.  He  was  seen  of 
Mary  Magdalene,  Smion,  Cleopss  and 
■St.  Luke,  then  of  all  the  apostles,  and 
at  one  time  by  five  hundred  brethren 
at  once.  Mark,  xvi:  9;  Lukc.xxiv; 
13,  24,  34 ;  1st  Cor.  xv :  6.  He  ap- 
peared to  his  disciples  at  different 
times  for  forty  days  ;  but  having  given 
them  his  final  instructions,  lie  led 
them  to  Olivet  and  ascended  up  into 
heaven.  Mark,  xvi :  1!) ;  Luke,  xxiv : 
51 :  Acts,  i :  9.  And  the  last  they 
heard  of  him  on  the  morning  of  the 
ascension  was,  "Ye  men  of  Galilee 
why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven? 
this  same  Jesus  whom  ye  now  see,!'  &a 
He  has  become  for  man  a  mediator, 
having  borne  humanity  with  him  to 
the  skies— he  has  all  the  feelings  of  a 
man  with  all  the  compassion  of  a  God; 
he  is  touched  with  the  feelings  of  our 
infirmities. 

JETHEK— [Jer'ther,]  he  that  excels, 

Jethbb.  was  the  husband  of  Abi- 
gail, the  sister  of  David,  and  the 
father  of  Amasa,  who  commanded  the 
army  of  Absalom  in  his  rebellion. 
1st  Chron.  ii:  17,  "And  Abigail  bare 
Amasa,  and  the  father  of  Araasa  was 
Jether,  the 


JET1TEO— [Jeth'ro,]  his  excellence, 
or  posterity. 
Jethro  was  a  priest  of  Midian, 
and  the  father-in-law  of  Moses. 


When  Moses  fled  from  the  land  of 
Egypt,  having  been  concerned  in  kill- 
ing an  Egyptian,  he  went  to  the  land 
of  Midian ;  he  firstformed  an  acquaint- 
ance with  JethriVs  daughters,  at  (be 
well  where  they  watered  the  cattle. 
He  kindly  rendered  the  young  wo- 
men assistance  in  watering  their 
father's  cattle,  and  driving  away  some 
shepherds  who  were  disposed  to  im- 
pose upon  them.  They  informed 
their  father  of  the  service  ho  had 
rendered  them,  and  Jcthro  invited 
liim  to  his  house,  and  lie  came,  and 
there  entered  into  an  engagement  to 
tarry  with  him,  and  bo  si  shepherd, 
and  Jethro  gave  him  his  daughter, 
Zipporah  in  marriage.  Ex.  ii:  15. 
23. 

Mosoii  remained  with  Jetbro  foriy 
years,  when  he  was  favored  with  rove 
lations  from  God,  and  a  commission 
to  emancipate  his  enslaved  country- 
men in  Egypt.  Ho  made  known  the 
revelations  to  Jethro,  and  asked  his 
permission  to  go  with  his  wife  and 
sons  to  his  own  country.  Consent 
was  ^iven,  and  he  .pronounced  upon 
Moses  and  his  mission,  hiss  bksf-ii';;^- 
"Go  in  peace."  Ex.  iv:  18.  Moses 
started,  but  for  somo  cavisc,  his  wife 
and  children  returned  to  Jethro, 
where  they  remained  until  after  the 
l£raelites  had  left  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  were -encamped  at  the  foot  of  Bit. 
Sinai,  where  Jellim,  closes'  failier-isi- 
law, paid  him  avis.it,  taking  ?'ipporah.. 
and  her  two  sons  with  him.  Exodus, 
xviii :  1-3.  He  probably  sent  Moses 
word  that  he  was  coming  before  he 
resiehed  the  camp,  and  he  went  aud 
met  him,  and  fell  prostrate  before 
him,  took  him  into  his  tent,  and  re- 
lated the  wonderful  dealings  of  God 
with  him  and  his  people.  Jethro  ac- 
knowledged the  hand  of  Godt  and  en- 
gaged in  offering  burnt  offerings  and 
peace  offerings,  and  he  ate  with  Moses 
and  Aaron,  and  the  elders  of  Israel. 
And,  as  the  next  day  Bloses  took  his 
seat  in  ordcT  to  judge  Israel,  from 
morning  till  evening,  Jethro  observed 
it  and  thought  it  too  much  for  him, 
and  ventured  to  sugge:.d.  a  change  in 
the  administration  of  justice  among 
the  people.  Bloses  listened  to  it  and 
accepted  it  and  soon  had  helpers  to 
judge  in  all  the  trivial  cases,  while  he 
himself,  reserved  the  important  cases 
for  judgment. 
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moving_  from  tho  wilderness  of  Sinai, 
Mo  sea  invited  his  father-in-law  to  re- 
main with  his  people,  and  go  on  to  the 

promised  land.  J e thro  refused  to  do 
so,  for  he  had  interests  in  Midianthat 
demanded  Ids  attention,  but  it  is 
thought  lie  left  Hobab,  his  son,  with 
the  Israelites,  and  lie  became  one 
with  them  in  their  travels,  and  in  his 
posterity  had  an  inheritance  in  Ca- 
naan. We  hear  nothing  more  of 
Jcthro  after  ho  left  Moses,  as  Israel 
moved  from  the  wilderness  of  Sinai. 
Many  think  lie  was  a  true  priest  of 
the  living  God,  and  maintained  the 
true  religion  as  a  descendant  of  Mid- 
ian,  one  of  Abraham's  sons,  by  Ketu- 
rah.  Moses  offered  sacrifice  to  God 
with  him  for  forty  years  in  Midian. 
and  as  we  have  scon,  they  sacrificed 
together  in  the  camp  of  Israel.  Ho 
evidently  worshiped  the  same  God 
that  the  Israelites  did. 

that  keeps. 

Was  the  son  of  L:hniael,  and  the 
grandson  of  Abraham.     Genesis 

JEtTSH,  l-rjCush,]  devoured, 

nriov-iyJ.  //!/  the  moth. 

Was  one  of  the  four  sons  of  Shimei. 
They  were  Jeusli,  Jahath,  Ziaah  and 
Beriah,  and  it  was  said  of  Jcush 
and  Beriah,  that  they  had  not  many 
sons,  and  for  tha-t  cause,  they  were 
reckoned  as  one  family  in  their  father's 
house.    1st  Chron.  xxiii :  11, 

JEUSH,  2  — Devoured,  gnawed  hy 
the  moth. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Rehoboam, 
and  bom  unto  him  of  one  of  the  wives 
he  took  in  the  family  of  David.  2d 
Chron.  xi:  19. 

JEZEBEL~[Jez'-e-bel,]  island  of 

the.  habitation-,  u-o  to  ih:  habila- 
lloit,  idc  of  Oii:.  dunf/ldll. 
Jezebel  was  the  daughter  of  Eth- 
baal,  the  king  of  Zidon,  and  was  the 
wife  of  Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel.  She 
was  from  an  idolatrous  country,  and 
was  herself  an  idolater.  Though  she 
became  the  wife  of  Ahab,  she  did  not 
heeome  a  worshiper  of  the  God  of 
Israel ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  she  used 
witchcraft,  and  wa3  given  to  idolatry. 


fUio  maintained  among  the  people  of 
God  the  religion  of  her  own  country. 
At  her  own  expense  she  supported 
four  hundred  priests  of  the  groves, 
sacred  to  Ashtaroth  of  the  Kidonians. 
Ahab  committed  a  sin  against  God  in. 
taking  her  to  wife,  she  being  a  hea- 
then and  hostile  to  the  true  religion. 
She  was  the  idolatrous  daughter  of  an. 
idolatrous  king.  Ahab  knew  this  fact 
well, for  she  practiced  idolatry  openly,. 
nay  more,  she  persecuted  the  true  re- 
ligion. Under  her  influence  Ahab 
was  lead  to  countenance  idolatry  and 
himself  to  serve  Baal.  1st  Kings, 
xvi :  32,  33 :  "And  he  reared  up  an 
altar  for  Baal  in  the  house  of  Baal, 
which  he  had  built  in  Samaria.  And 
Ahab  made  a  grove." 

What  a  spectacle  is  presented  to 
our  minds  here !  A  heathen  woman 
selected  for  a  wife  of  the  king  of 
Israel,  and  in  Israel  pa.troni.zing  the 
religion  of  her  native  country,  and  in- 
fluencing her  husband  to  the  grossest 
idolatry.  While  she  fed  four  hun- 
dred prophets  of  the  goddess  Astarte 
at  her  table,  Ahab  supported  four 
hundred  of  Baal's  prophets  as  minis- 
ters of  his  false  gods. 

Soon  God.  visited  Israel  for  their 
sin  with  a  dearth  that  prevailed  for 
three  years  and  six  months.  During, 
the  time  of  this  dearth,  J  czebel  had 
wreaked  her  vengeance  in  persecution 
by  murdering  the  prophets  of  Israel. 
When  Obadiah  met  illijah  and  was 
commanded  to  go  tell  Ahab, ■"  Behold, 
Elijah  is  here,"  Obadiah.  made  objec- 
tion, and  referred  to  the  cruelty  of 
Jezebel  1st  Kings,  xviii ;  13 :  "Was. 
it  not  told  my  Lord  what  I  did  when 
Jezebel  slew  the  prophets  of  tho 
Lord,  how  I  hid  a  hundred  men  of 
the  Lord's  prophets  in  a  cave  and  fed 
them  with  bread  aud  water?" 

It  is  quite  likely  that  Jezebel,  as 
she  was  a  bad  woman,  attributed  the 
public  calamity,  in  the  dearth  that 
was  prevailing,  to  Elijah,  who  could 
not  be  found.  And  as  she  could  not 
find  him,  she  determined  to  kill  all 
the  prophets  of  the  Lord  that  could 
be  found,  or  that  were  within  her 
reach.  But  Elijah  had  determined 
to  show  himself  to  Ahab,  the  king, 
that  day.  Obadiah  informed  the 
king,  and  soon  afterward  the  two  dis- 
tinguished personages  met.  Elijah, 
after  giving  the  king,  in  a  eoversation, 
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■£he  tmc  ground  of  the  present  dearth, 
bade  him  bring  all  Israel  to  Mt.  Car- 
mel,  with  the  prophets  of  Baal,  four 
hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  prophets 
of  the  groves,  four  hundred.  These 
latter  named  prophets  were  those  who 
■were  supported  by  Queen  Jezebel. 
They  wore  all  residents  of  Saruaria, 
and  ate  at  her  tabic.  These  prophets 
of  Baal,  with  the  multitude  of  Israel, 
■assembled  on  the  mount,  and  Elijah 
made  a  proposition,  which  they  ae- 
cepted,  to  try  the  power  of  Israel's 
God,  and  their  god  Baal.  The  trial 
was  made,  and  Elijah's  God  answered 
by  fire.  The  multitude  of  spectators 
dci/Mvad  .in  favor  of  Elijah. 

Though  Elijah  demanded  of  Ahab 
the  presence  of  Jezebel's  prophets,  It 
seems  they  were  not  present  to  witness 
the  stiniug  and  convincing  scone  on 
Mount  Carmel.  After  the  fire  came 
down  from  Heaven  and  consumed  the 
sacrifice,  Ahab  consented  to  the  death 
of  the  propheta  of  Baal,  and  Elijah 
slow  all  by  the  brook.  Kishon.  This 
■demonstration  was  followed  by  an 
abundant  rain,  in  answer  to  the  con- 
tinued earnest  prayer  of  Elijah.  It 
■was  not  long  after  Ahab  arrived  at 
the  palace  that  he  told  Jezebel  what 
.Elijah  had  done — that  ho  had  slain 
all  the  prophets  with  the  sword.  Aa 
soon  as  she  heard  it  she  determined 
to  take  vengeance  on  him,  and  she 
■sent  a  messenger  to  the  prophet,  1st 
Kings,  xix:  2,  saying,  "So  let  the  gods 
do  to  me,  and  more  also,  if  I  make 
not  thy  life  as  the  life  of  one  of  them. 
by  to-morrow  about  this  time."  She 
meant,  by  this  form  of  expression,  to 
■say,  If  I  do  not  slay  thee,  Elijah,  let 
the  gods  put  me  to  the  most  painful 
death.  When  the  prophet  received 
this  message  from  Jezebel  he  fled  for 
his  life,  and  escaped  out  of  her  hand. 

King  Ahab  desired  the  vineyard  of 
Naboth  the  Jezreelite,  yet  Naboth 
was  unwilling  to  give  it  up  or  sell  it, 
for  in  doing  so  he  would  violate  one 
of  the  Levitical  laws,  which  forbids 
alienating  parental  inheritance.  As 
the  King  way  troubled  about  it,  Jez- 
ebel counseled  him,  as  such  a  wicked 
woman  was  capable  of  counseling,  and 
she  undertook  the  infamous  work  of 
murdering  this  man  and  placing  his 
vineyard  in  the  possession  of  Ahab. 
She  proclaimed  in  the  name  of  the 
King  a  fast,  set  Naboth  on  high — 


brought  him  to  a  public  trial — pro- 
cured two  witnesses  to  swear  falsely 
against  him,  and  had  him  stoned  to 
death  for  the  alleged  offence.  She 
then  informed  Ahab  that  Naboth  was 
dead,  and  bade  him  arise  and  take 
possession  of  tbe  vineyard,  and  he  did 
so.  Elijah  appeared  unto  Ahab  while 
in  the  vineyard,  and  declared  unto 
him  the  word  of  the  Lord,  in  which 
it  was  given  that  Ahab's  blood  should 
be  licked  up  by  the  dogs  in  the  place 
where  Naboth 's  blood  was  spilled. 
And  further,  the  prophet  declared 
that  Jezebel's  body  should  be  eaten, 
by  the  walls  of  Jezreel,  by  the  dogs, 
and  we  are  informed  in  2d  Kings  ix : 
34,  &c,  that  this  declaration  of  the 
prophet  was  literally  fulfilled. 

Jezebel's  influence  over  Ahab  was 
very  great.  She  was  the  means  of 
leading  him  into  idolatry  and  many 
other  gross  sin;;  that  mark  his  course. 
She  was  a  curse  to  all  Israel,  and 
though  the  judgments  of  God  were 
turned  aside  from  Ahab  because  he 
humbled  himself  before  the  Lord,  yet 
her  wickedness  brought  those  judg- 
ments upon  Ahab's  sons.  When 
Ahab  was  killed  hi  battle  and  died  in 
his  chariot,  as  that  chariot  was  .after- 
wards washed  at  the  pool  of  Samaria, 

cleansing  it  from '.he  blood  of  the  slain 

King,  the  prediction  of  Elijah  was 
fulfilled,  "  Uogs  shall  lick  thy  blood, 
even  thine. "  Ahaziah,  his  son, 
reigned  in  his  stead ;  but  his  reign 
was  short.  Jehoram  also  reigned. 
These  sons,  in  all  probability,  were 
under  her  influence  and  when  Jeho- 
ram fell  by  the  hand  of  Jehu,  the  son 
of  Nimshi,  the  witchcraft  and  abom- 
inations of  Jezebel,  his  mother,  was 
the  last  thing  lie  heard  of. 

Jehu  went  to  Jexrccl  in  seach  of  Jez- 
ebel. "She  painted  herself  and  tired 
her  head,  anil  looked  out  at  a  window. ' ' 
The  object  she  had  in  vie  w ,  probably, 
was  to  improve  her  appearance  so  that 
Jehu  would  be  charmed  and  captured 
by  .her  beauty,  and  be  induced  to  take 
her  for  a  wife.  Had  she  succeeded  in 
her  designs  in  this  respect,  she  might 
Still  have  corrupted  the  court  and  reign 
of  Israel's  Uiusr,.  But,  she  did  not  suc- 
ceed. As  Jehu  entered  the  city  she 
attracted  his  attention,  and  ventured  to 
address  him  with  words  of  conciliation. 
"Had  Zimri  peace  who  slew  his 
master  ?' '    It  is  supposed  by  somo  that 
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the  meaning  of  this  address  to  tins  was, 
'■  If  thou  hast  slain  thy  master,  it  is  no 
more  than  Zimri  did,  who  slew  Elah." 

But  Jehu  was  not  to  be  pacified  with 
any  words  or  acts  of  this  wicked  wo- 
man. He  had  come  to  find  her  and 
slay  her,  and  looking  up  to  the  window 
where  she  was,  he  asked  two  men,  who 
had  designated  themselves  as  being  on 
his  side,  to  throw  her  down,  and  they 
did.  "And  some  of  her  blood  was 
sprinkled  upon,  the  wall,  and  upon  the 
horses;  and  he  trod  her  under  foot. 
How  terrible  was  the  death  of  Jezebel. 
Thrown  down  from  a  window,  in  sight 
of  the  people,  almost  killed1  by  the  fall, 
and  then  her  mangled  body  trod  upon 
by  the  horses  Jehu  and  his  aids  rode 
upon.  Thu s- mangled,  her  lifeless  form 
was  left,  while  ho  and  his  companions 
went  into  some  house  and  ate  and 
drank.  After  he  had  feasted  awhile  he 
gave  orders  concerning  the  burial  of 
Jezebel's  body.  "Go  see  now,  this 
cursed  woman,  and  bury  her,  for  she  is 
a  kin;;':!  daughter." 

Jehu  know  her  lineage  and  position 
as  to  royalty.  He  knew  she  was  the 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Tyre  ;  wife  of 
Ahab,  king  of  Israel ;  mother  of  Jo- 
ram,  another  king;  the  grand-mother 
of  Ahaziah,  king  of  Judali;  also'  the 
mother  in-law  of  another  king  of  Judah, 

They  went  in  search  of  the  body  of 
Jezebel,  but  to  their  astonishment  they 
found  "no  more  of  her  than  the-  skull, 
and-  the  feet,  and  the  palms  of  her 
hands."  How  terribly  had  the  ven- 
geance of  God  been  displayed  in  the 
punishment  and  death  of  this  wicked 
woman,  and  devouringof  her  body  by 
clogs.  And  how  literally  had  the  pre- 
diction of  the  prophet  Elijah  been  ful- 
filled. "  The  dogs  shall  oat  Jezebel  by 
the  wall  of  Jczrecl." 

Though  she  was  a  woman  of  rank, 
because- of  her  birth,  relationship,  and 
alliances,  yet  she  was  not  honored  with 
a  burial,  hut  dogs  ate1  her  flesh.  No 
funeral  followed  this  calamity  and  no 
monument  was  erected  to  mark  the 
spot  where  one  of  royal  Mood  lies 
"And  the  carcass  of  Jezebel  shall  be  as 
dung  upon  the  face  of  the  field  in  the 
portion  of  Jezreel;  so  that  they  shall 
not  say,  this  is  Jezebel." 

IEZER— [Je'zer.] 

Jezer  was  the  son  of  Naphtali, 
and  the  thirdof  his  sons  as  they  arc 


named  in  order  in  Genesis,  xlvi :  24. 
This  person  was  the  head  of  the  fam- 
ily of  the  Jeaerites.     Num.  sxvi:  49. 

JEZEAHIAH— [Jez-ra-hr'-ahJ,  the 
Lord  in  the  east,  ili.e  Lord  urines. 
There  was  a  person  of  this  name 
who  was  a  chief  of  the  singers  in  the 
ceremonies  of  dedicating  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  rebuilt  by  Nehemiah.  lie 
is  called  the  overseer  of  the'  singers.. 
Neh.  xii :  42. 

JEZREEL,  1— [Jez'-re-ei,]  seed  of 
God,  dropping  of  the  friendship 
of  God. 
Jezreel  was  the  sou  of  Etam,  of 

the  tribe  of  Judah,.  referred  to-  in  1st 

Chron.iv:  3. 

JEZREEL,  2. 

Was  tho  son  of  thejrorjhet  HoHeav 
by  his  wife  Gomer.    Hosea,  i :  4. 

JIDLAPH— [Jid'-laf,]  he  thai  dis- 

Was  the  son  of  Nahor,  and  the 
grandson  of  Terah.    Gen.  xxii ;  22. 

JIMNAH. 

Jimnah  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Asher,  the  sou  of  Jacob,  and  he  is 
reckoned  with  the  ehildren  and.  grand- 
children of  the  old  Patriarch  in  Gen. 
xlvi :  17.  The  names  of  his  brothers 
as  given  were  Ishuah,  Isui  and  Be- 
riah.  The  name  of  his  sister  i3  alsi> 
given,  Scrabj.aod  also  the-  names  of 
two  nephews,  the  sous  of  his  brother? 
Boriah,  viz.,  Heber  and1  Malehiel. 
Jimnah  was  head  of  the  family  in  the 
tribe  of  Asher,  eaJied  the  Jirnnitcs, 
Num.  xxvi :.  44. 

JGAD— [Jo'-ab,]  paternity,  having 
a  father,  na'tmUary. 
Joab  was  the  son  of  Zeruiah,  Da- 
vid's sister,  and  the  brother  of  Abi  - 
shai  and  Asahel,  hence  he  was  the 
nephew,  of  King  David — he  was  also. 
David's  general.  He  was  faithful  and 
valiant  as  a  warrior,  true  as  a  com- 
mander, yet  he  was  cruel  and  revenge- 
ful. We  have  an  exhibition  of  his 
character  in  this  particular,  in  his 
compliance  with  the  proposal  of  Ab- 
iier  to  have  a  duel  fought  between 
twelve  of  the  men  of  Ishbosheth,  and 
twelve  of  the  men  of  David.  2d  Sara, 
ii :  15.     This  trial  of  twelve  men  on 
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each  side  was  at  Gibeon.  That  very 
day  lie  fought  with  the  troops  of  Ish- 
bosheth  and  conquered  them,  though 
liia  brother  Asahcl  was  killed  by  Ab- 
ner.  2d  Sam.  ii :  27.  This  greatly 
enraged  Joab,  and  he  determined  to 
revenge  his  brother's  death,  and  an 
opportunity  being  afforded  he  treach- 
erously slew  Abuei\    2d  Sain.  ":  ■  ■ '" 


■David  did  by 


;  ;';i|-.|mvi: 


llli:- 


less  before  the  Lord,  .._ 
kingdom,  of  the  blood  of  Ahnor,  the 
son  of  Ner,  and  charged  guiltiness 
upon  Joab,  and  more  than  indicated 
that  Joab  would  he  punished  in  his 

Ejsterityj  that  the  members  of  his 
ouschold,  or  his  descendants,  would 
be  diseased;  some  of  them  would  fall 
by  the  sword  and  others  of  them 
would"  lack  bread. 

It  is  probable  that  "David  would 
have  punished  him  for  his  cruel  act 
in  murdering  Abner,  had  it  not  been 
for  his  wonderful  influence  with  the 
troops ;  for  Joab  and  his  brother 
Abisliai  were  in  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  army,  for  they  had  just 
been  led  by  them  to  a  victory.  Joab 
led  the  troops  at  Jerusalem,  entered 
the  oily  and  drove  hack  the  guards, 
and  by  his  heroic  conduct  he  secured 
the  position  of  chief  commander  of 
all  the  forces  of  Israel.  He  direeted 
the  army  in  their  battles  with  and  con- 
quests of  the  Moabitcs,  Philistines, 
Edomites,  Syrians  and  Ammonites! 
who  all  became  tributary  to  Israel. 

When  David  derived  the  murder  of 
Uriah,  iho  Hittite,  Joab  became  acces- 
sory, and  put  Uriah,  in  the  forefront  of 
the  battle.  2d  Sam.  si :  IS.  It  was 
through  the  influence,  and  management 
and  cunning  of  Joab,  that  David  was 
induced  to  send  and  fetch  Absalom 
from  his  exile  ;  and  he  afterwards  ob- 
tained Absalom's  admission  to  court. 
This  return  of  the  king's  son  from 
Geshur  was  through  the  stratagem  of 
Joab,  though  the  woman  of  Tekoa 
made  the  plea  in  Absalom's  behalf; 
yet,  after  the  return  of  Absalom,  Joab 
was  evidently  his  enemy  and  opposer. 
And  when  lie  rebelled  against  bis 
father  David,  and  raised  an  army  with 
an  intention  of  usurping  authority  and 
making  himself  king  Joab  led  the 
army  of  David  to  battle,  and  refused  1.0 
regard  the  instructions  of  the  fathei 
to  the  manner  of  treatment  of  the 
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bellious  son.  He  was  ordered  to  deal 
gently  with  the  young  man,  Absalom, 
and  spare  his  life  ;  yet,  contrary  to  or- 
ders, alter  the  tide  of  battle  turned  in 
bis  favor,  hearing  that  Absalom's  head 
was  eaught  in  an  oak,  bo  went  with  his 
arm  or- bearers  to  the  place  and  thrust 
three  darts  through  the  body  of  Absa- 
lom.    2d  Sam.  xviii:  14. 

When  David  mourned  because  Absa- 
lom was  dead,  Joah  removed  him  and 
showed  him  that  his  sorrow  was  exces- 
sive and  ill-timed,  ne  more  than  inti- 
mated that  the  king:  should  be  engaged 
in  commending  his  brave  warriors, 
rather  than  in  excessively  mourning 
the  death  of  hts  rebel  son.  Wo  may 
judge  that  David  did  not  take  the  re- 
proof of  Joab  kindly,  and  especially  the 
violation  of  bis  orders,  for  he  displaced 
him  from  the  generalship  and  ap- 
pointed Amaaa  in  his  stead.     2d  Sain. 

Joab  volunteered  and  attended  his 
brother  Abishai's  troops  in  the  pursuit 
of  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  who  had 
raised  a  rebellion,  and  at  the  great 
stone  in  Gibeon  ho  murdered  Ainasa. 
In  pretended  friendship  ho  approached 
him  to  kiss  him ;  and  taking  hold  of 
.Amasa's  beard  with  his  right  hand, 
with  his  left  hand  ho  plunged  his 
sword  into  Ins  body,  and  thereby  occa- 
sioned his  death  suddenly.  Having 
committed  this  murder  he  took  com- 
mand of  the  troops  again,  and  pursued 
Sheba  unto  the  city  of  Abel  of  Eeth- 
maachah.  He  besieged  tho  city  and 
would  have  destroyed  i&  had  not  the 
wise  woman  of  the  city  agreed  to  throw 
him  tho  head  of  Sheba  over  the  wall. 
This  was  done,  and  Joab  returned  unto 
Jerusalem  to  the  king,  witli  the  head 
of  tho  rebel,  it  maybe,  in  his  posses- 
sion, to  show  to  David  as  evidence  that 
the  rebellion  was  ended.    2d  Bam.  xx. 

When  David  determined  to  number 
Israel,  and  issued  orders  to  that  effect, 
Joab  wisely  remonstrated  with  him; 
but  his  opposition  did  not  avail,  and  lie 
was  obliged  to  enter  upon  and  execute 
that  task;  and  at  the  end  of  nine 
months  and  twenty  days  he  had  per- 
formed the  task,  save  the  numbering 
of  Jerusalem.  When  the  whole  task 
was  completed  he  reported  the  num- 
ber.    2d  Sam.  zxiv. 

After  serving  David  for  a  long  time 
in  company  with  his  brother  Abishai,  he 
was  engaged  in  a  rebellion  which  con- 
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templated  the  placing  of  Adonijah  on 
the  throne,  as  David's  successor,  con- 
trary to  the  wishes  and  designs  of 
that  kins.  Joab  knew  full  well  that 
Solomon  was  to  be  the  successor  of 
David,  bot  ho  took  advantage  of  David's 
premature  age  and  infirmity,  and  his 
little  concern  in  the  government  of  the 
kingdom.  His  attempt  to  make  Adoni- 
jah kins,  failed,  andashis  efforts  became 
known  to  David,  they  served  to  incrco.se 
his  displeasure  at  Joab.  When  the 
king  gave  his  deathbed  charge  to  his 
^ucci^iH'.  he  bade  liim  ium.i,-;h  the  son 
of  Kcvniah,  for  the  murder  of  the  two 
captains  of  the  hosts  of  Israel,  Abner 
and  Amasa.  Adonijah  was  put  to 
death  by  Solomon,  for  laying  a  plan  as 
the  king  supposed,  to  usurp  authority, 
and  increase  his  claims  to  the  throne  of 
Israel,  by  securing  aa  a  wife,  the  last 
wife  of  his  father  David.  When  Joab 
learned  that  Adonijah  was  slain  by 
Solomon's  orders,  he  became  alarmed, 
supposing  that  he  too,  would  be  put  to 
death,  and  he  fled  to  the  brazen  altaT  at 
Gibeon  for  refuse,  and.  caught  hold  of 
the  horns  of  the  altar.  When  Solomon 
heard  that  he  was  there,  he  sent  Ben- 
aiah  to  fetch  him,  who,  when  he  had 
como  to  the  tabernaele  said  to  Joab, 
"  thus  saith  the  king,  come  forth. "  He 
refused  to  como  forth,  preloi'viiitt  rat  lie, 
to  die  there.  He  had  (led  there  for  pi 
taction  and  would  not  quit  the  pla. 
Solomon  then  ordered  Benaiah  to  exe- 
cute him  there, and  hedidso.  He  seems 
to  have  served  I)av id  faithfully  through- 
out his  entire  reign,  except  failing  to 
carry  out  his  order;;  regarding  Absalom, 
and  so  wickedly  putting  to  death  the 
two  captains  of  the  hosts  of  Israel, 
After  his  death,  lie  was  buried  in  his 
own  house  in  the  wilderness.  1st 
Kings  ii:  34. 

JOA  II,  1  —  [Jo'-ah,l  who  lias  a 
brother,  brother  of  the  Lord. 
Joaii  was  a  servant  of  King  neze- 
kiah,  and  the  son  of  Asaph  the  recorder. 
Ho  was  tent  by  Ilezekiali  in  company 
with  Eliakim  and  Shebna,  to  receive 
the  propositions  of  Rab^hakeh  the 
agent  of  the  Kins  of  Assyria.  2d 
Kings  xviii :  IS.  They  were  improp- 
erly treated  by  Rah  shaken,  who  blas- 
phemed before  them,  and  the  Jews. 
They  were  deeply  affected,  and  with. 
clothes  rent  they  reported  the  result  of 
their  cob !ero vice  to  Hezekiah. 


JOAH,  2 — Who  has  a  br oilier, brother 
of  the  Lord. 
Joah  was  the  secretary  to  King 
Josiah.  He  was  the  son  of  Joahaz  the 
recorder,  and  we  learn  from  2d  Chron. 
xxxiv :  8,  that  he  was  associated  with 
Shaphan  ar.d  Maaseiah  under  an  order 
of  Josiah,  in  repairing  the  house  or 
the  Lord. 

JOAH,  3  —  Wlio   has    a    brother, 

brother  of  flic.  Lord. 
Joaii    was  the  third  son  of  Qbed- 
Edom,  and  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
1st  Chron.  xxvi:  4. 

JOANNA—  [Jo-an-'na,]  the  grace  or 

'Mercy  of  the  Lord. 
TIi i ?!  woman  wan  the  wife  of  Olmza, 
the  steward  of  Herod.  Luke  viii :  3. 
She  is  represented  as  associating  her- 
self with  Mary  Magdalene  and  Sus- 
anna, and  others  in  ministering"  unto 
Christ.  She  was  a  woman  of  position, 
for  the  office  her  husband  filled  was  ono 
of  honor  and  profit,  overseer  of  the 
kings  domestic  affairs.  She  had  prob- 
ably hoard  Jesus  preach,  witnessed 
some  of  his  miracles,  and  believed  him 
to  be  the  Messiah.  If  slic  had  not 
believed  him  to  be  Christ  she  would 
not  have  "  ministered  unto  him  of  hor 
substance,"  as  it  is  said  she  diiL 

JOASH,  1— [Jo'-ash,]  who  despairs, 
burns,  is  on  fire. 
Joash  was  the  son  of  Ahaziah, 
king  of  Judah.  When  he  was  a  child 
one  year  old  his  grandmother,  Atha- 
lia.li,  made  ail  attempt  to  murder  him, 
with  the  other  members  of  Ahaziah'a 
family,  but  Jehoshebah,  the  wife  of 
Jehoiada,  the  high  priest,  and  the 
aunt  of  the  young  child  Joash,  kept 
him  from  her.  She  hid  him  six  years 
in  a  chamber  of  the  temple.  And 
when  he  was  seven  years  old  the  high 
priest  entered  into  a  solemn  covenant, 


thereby  dethrone    die   wicked   Atha- 
liah.    2d  Kings,  x'i. 

After  Jehoiada,  with  his  associates, 
had  prepared  matter;!  in  the  kingdom 
by  bringing  the  Levitcs,  and  others 
that  they  could  trust,  to  Jerusalem, 
they  made  Joash  king,  crowning  him 
in  the  court  of  the  temple  with  great 
ceremony  and  solemnity.     Athaliah 
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heard  their  acclamations,  and  alarmed, 
ran  to  the  court  of  the  temple,  where 
she  was  secured  and  quickly  carried 
forth  and  slain,  Jehoiada  then  en- 
tered into  a  solemn  covenant  to  serve 
the  Lord  and  him  only.  At  once  an 
important  revolution  took  place. 
Baal's  temples  and  statues  were  torn 
down,  and  the  priest  Mattanwas  slain, 
and  ijcbotadu,  who  became  the  tutor 


Joasli  was  zealous  in  (he  reforma- 
tion as  long  as  Jchoiada  lived,  but 
when  he  died  the  king  was  influenced 
by  wicked  courtiers.  He  neglected 
the  worship  of  God,  and  soon  idolatry 
again  prevailed.  When  Joash  had 
thus  lapsed  into  idolatry,  Zcchariah. 
the  son  of  Jehoiada,  who  was  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  priesthood,  uttered  faith- 
ful warnings ;  and  because  of  those 
faithful  warnings  he  was  stoned  to 
death  in  the  court  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  hy  order  of  King  Joasli.  2d 
Ohron.  xxiv :  21.  While  Zechariak 
was  dying  under  the  shower  of  stones 
he  assured  his  murderers  that  his 
death  should  he  revenged;  and  it  was. 
Ilasael  invaded  the  kingdom  of  Ju- 
dali,  and  Joasli  was  compelled  to 
redeem  his  capital  from  plunder  with 
a  large  sum  of  money  and  the  valua- 
ble treasures  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  which  he  gave  to  Hazacl,  the 
king  of  Syria,  and  so,  for  the  time 
hem*;,  saved  Jerusalem.  2d  Ki 
xii:  13. 

About  a  year  lifter  this  a  company 
of  Syrians  ravaged  the  country,  de- 
feated the  army  of  Joasli,  pillaged  the 
capital,  and  murdered  the  princes. 
They  heaped  disgrace  upon  the  king; 
and  not  long  after  his  own  servants 
murdered  him  in  his  bed ;  and  so  the 
blood  of  Zcchariah,  who  was  mur- 
dered between  the  porch  and  the 
altar,  was  revenged.  2d  Ohron.  xxiv: 
25.  lie  was  buried  in  Jerusalem,  but 
not  in  the  scpulehcr  of  the  kings. 


JOASH,  2—  Who  despai 


,  hums. 


Joash  was  the  son  of  Jehoahaa, 
and  the  grandson  of  Jehu.  Ho  was 
a  king  of  Israel.  He  reigned  two 
years  in  conjunction  with  his  father 
and  fourteen  years  alone.  2d  Kings. 
xiii:9. 


copied  after  the  wickedness 
of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Nebat.  Ho 
departed  not  from  the  course  of  his 
father  in  that  he  too  walked  in  the 
y,;iv--.  ofjeroliosin. 

When  Elisha,  the  prophet,  was  sick, 
Joash  sent  to  him  and  was  oneour- 

fad  by  the  declaration  of  the  prophet 
at  he  should  deliver  his  people  from 
their  Syrian  oppressors.  Elisha,  in 
his  instructions,  indicated  a  triple  vic- 
tory for  Joash  by  ordering  him  to 
shoot  arrows  out  of  the  window  of  the 
apartment  whore  they  were,  eastward. 
12  d  Kings,  xiii:  15.  He  accordingly 
did  deleat  Benhadad.  Ho  routed  the 
Syrians  and  recovered  the  cities  they 
had  taken  from  Israel. 

Amaziah,  (lie  king  of  Judah,  pro- 
voked Joash  to  war  with  him,  and  he 
defeated  him.  2d  Kings,  xiv:  15. 
After  he  had  conquered  him  he  pil- 
laged the  capital  of  Judah,  and  rc- 

iuvned  f.o  !:'::."i;i:.:.vir.  hi:;  c.Vvil  Capital,  in 

triumph,  where  he  died  soon  after- 
ward, and  was  succeeded  by  Jero- 
boam, his  son. 

JOB— [Jobe,]  he  that  weeps,  cries,  or 

apKiiJtf  out  of  a  hollij'.o  place. 

Jois  was  a  noted  servant  of  (he  liv- 
ing God  i  and  ho  is  introduced  to  our 
view,  in  the  beginning  of  the  book 
which  bears  his  name,  as  an  inhabitant 
ef  Ua — (a  region  of  country  eastward 
of  Giiead) — a  perfect  man  and  upright, 
one  that  feared  God  and  eschewed  evil. 
He  is  thought  by  some  to  have  been 
ihe  same  a.s  Jobah,  one  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  Edom,  hence  a  descendant  of 
Esau  ;  bat  it  is  quite  probable  that  ho 
was  before  Esau,  and  eotemporary  with 
the  patriarch  Abraham.  It  has  been 
thought  that  ho  was  a  descendant  of 
Nahor  by  IIuz,  his  eldest  son,  as  Elihu, 
one  of  Job's  counsellors,  was  by  Buz, 
Hanoi's  second  sou.  It  is  impossible 
to  tell  certainly  from  whom  he  was  de- 
scended, and  at  what  particular  time 
he  lived.  There  are  some  important 
circumstances  that  he  mentions  or  re- 
fers to,  which  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
he  was  eotemporary  with  the  great 
Patriarch. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  hut  there  was 
such  a  person  as  Job,  and  that  the  af- 
flictions spoken  of  in  the  book  of  Job 
were  real.  The  Spirit  of  Inspiration 
refers  to  him  as  a  righteous  man.  Ezek. 
siv:14:    "Though  theso  three  men, 
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Noah,  Daniel  and  Job,  were  in  it,  tliey 
should  deliver  but  their  own  souls  by 
their  righteousness."  And  llio  apostle 
James,  v:  11,  says:  "Behold,  we 
count  tkcm  happy  which  endure.  Ye 
have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and 
Irave  seen  the  end  of  the  Lord  ;  that 
the  Lord  is  very  pitiful  and  of  tender 
mercy."  And  in  addition  to  this,  the 
book  itself  expressly  specifies  the  names 
of  persons,  places,  facts,  &c.,  usually 
related  in  other  histories,  which  are 
considered  reliable.  Job's  narao  is 
given  ;  his  wealth  is  described,  and  his 
piety ;  and  the  number  of  his  children, 
with  the  namesof  some  of  them,  at 
least.  His  wife  is  referred  to,  and  her 
conduct  is  a  recorded  fact.  It  is  quite 
likely  he  was  comparatively  a  youDg 
man  when  ho  passed  through  the  se- 
vere trials  recorded  of  him :  for-  Eli- 
phaz,  ono  of  his  counsellors,'  add  rosso; 
him  as  a  young  man  compared  with 
himself.    Job,  xv : 10 :   "  With  \ 

the  gray-headed  and  very  aged  

much  elder  than  thy  father."  Job 
speaks  of  the  sins  of  hia  youth,  and 
also  of  the  prosperity  of  his  youth, 
Joh,  xiii :  26.  Ho  survived  his  trial 
one  hundred  and  forty  years.  xlii:  16. 
Hi;!  afflictions  were  in  all  probability 
some  time  before  the  departure  of  the 
children  of  Israel  from  Egypt ;  and  the 
book  was  written  before  that,  or  there 
would  have  been,  we  think,  si 
sion  to  that  circumstance. 

The  history  of  Job  begins  with  his 
character  as  a  devoted  servant  of  the 
living  God.  His  family  consisted  of 
seven  sons  and  throe  daughters,  who 
all  lived  in  affluence,  and  for  aught  we 
know,  in  harmony.  His.  wealth  was 
abundant,  consisting  of  oxen  and  asses, 
sheep,  camels,  &c.  He  was  probably 
the  wealthiest  and  greatest  maw  in  all 
that  country— noted  for  his  piety  and 
integrity.  He  not  only  attended  to  his 
own  spiritual  interests,  but,  like  Abra- 
ham, to  the  spiritual  Interests  of  his 
family.  When  his  sous  held  their  an- 
nual feasts,  which  they  probably  did 
regularly  on  their  birth-days,  Joh  al- 
ways rose  early  next  morning,  and  with 
deep  devotion  offered  up  sacrifices  for 
thorn,  fearing  lest  in  their  mirth  they 
had  forsaken  God  and  committed  sii 
against  him.  Joh,  i :  5,  informs  u 
that  this  was  his  constant  custom. 

Job  was  marked  by  Satan  and  hi 
destruction  aimed  at.    Crod  permitted 


seven  calamities  to  come  upon  Mm  for 
(he  trial  of  bis  faith.  On  a  certain 
day,  when  the  worshipers  of  Gud  were 
assembled  together  for  devotion,  Satan 
presented  himself  among  them.  And 
the  Almighty  questioned  him  as  to 
whence  he  came,  where  he  w  a  s  going, 
and  what  his  object  wan.  And  God 
asked  Satan  if  lie  had  set  his  heart 
upon  the  destruction  of  his  servant  Job. 
He  indicated  that  he  had,  and  told  the 
Almighty  that  Job  was  devoted  to  him 
from  mercenary  motives.  Ho  insinua- 
ted that  Job  was  a  hypocrite,  that  he 
serving  (1  od  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
log bis  uncommon  wealth  and  to 
add  to  it,  and  that  if  h  0  was  afflicted  a 
little  he  would  soon  give  up  his  religion 
and  curse  his  Maker.  God  then  per- 
mitted Satan  to  try  Job,  by  destroying 
iiis  property,  but  ho  was  not  allowed  to 
'  'i'lh  hi?  person. 

[•atari  iueitisi!  tiia  thiovi.-di  Sabeans  to 
('ill  (Hi  bis  !:ri(.l.]e.  run  I  ilioy  drove  them 
all  away  and  murdered  his  servants. 
Ho  next  caused  fire  to  fall  upon  Job's 
locks  and  burn  thorn  up  and  the  ser- 
vants that  kept  them.  Ho  nest,  inci- 
ted the  ravage  Mid  unprincipled  Chal- 
deans, to  fall  upon  the  camels  and  take 
them  and  murder  the  servants  who 
attend  ins-    thorn,    si:;d   about-   l!io 

time,  while  the  seven  sons  and 

three  dung  liter.-;  of  -job  were  attending 
a  feast  at  t ho i r  older  brother's  house, 
probably  a  birth-day  feast,  Satan  raided 
a  terrible  storm  that  blew  down  the 
bouso  and  buried  the  ten  children  in 
the  ruins. 

is  t  h  a  t  in  every  ono  of  those 

.. s  that  fell  upon  Job,  seme  one 

who  witnessed  them  was  preserved  and 
bore  the  sad  news  to  him,  and  they 
came  in  succession  as  messengers  of  sad 
tidings.  When  the  last  one  told  the 
heart-rending  talc  of  the  death  of  his 
sons  and  daughters,  severe  as  was  the 
stroke,  he  resigned  himself  to  the  will 
and  providence  of  God,  and  having  ex- 
hibited his  grief  by  rending  his  clothes 
and  shaving_  off  the  hair  of  his  head ,  ho 
broke  out  in  the  following  languogo : 
"The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath 
taken  away;  blessed  bo  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  It  was  not  long  after  this  until 
Satan  presented  himself  again  ai  the 
enemy  of  Job.  The  Lord  referred  him 
to  the  conduct  of  Job,  under  the  heavy 
afflictions  through  which  ho  had  passed. 
Satan  then  suggested  that  Job  had 


v  Google 


[267] 


JOB 


maintained  li  i  s  integrity  because  his 
person  was  untouched,  and  he  alleged 
that  if  he  was  afflicted  in  person,  he 
would  then  curse  God  and  give  up  h  i  s 

Satan  was  then  permitted  to  do  all 
that  ho  could  in  afflicting  Job  in  body, 
but  was  limited  in  that  he  could  not  de- 
stroy his  life.  Ho  immediately  afflicted 
him  with  sore  boils  from  the  crown  of 
his  head  to  the  soles  of  his  feet.  He 
became,  because  of  those,  a  loathsome 
object  to  look  upon.  He  clothed  him- 
self with  sackcloth  and  sat  in  ashes,  ■ 
and  scraped  himself  with  a  potsherd, 
thus  removing  the  putrid  matter  that 
ran  from  his  sores. 

In  addition  to  all  his  other  afflictions, 
his  wife  upbraided  him  because  he  did 
not  complain.  "Dost  thou  still  main- 
tain thine  integrity?  curse  God  and 
die."  But  as  he  had  behaved  in  the 
former  trials,  so  did  he  in  this.  He 
said  to  bis  wife  "  thou  speakest  as  one 
of  the  foolish  women.  Shall  we  receive 
good  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  and  not 
also  evil. ' '  He  felt  that  it  became  him 
t'.s  receive  affliction  from  God's  hand, 
that  had  so  often  bestowed  f.ivoiw. 
Job.  H  :  10. 

His  three  friends,  Eliphaz,  Bildad 
and  Zophar,  hearing  of  the  calamities 
ihat  had  befallen  him,  the  sad  disaster! 
through  which  he  had  passed  and  w  a  i 

Essingi  came  to  visit  him,  and  counsel 
m,  and  with  them  came  a  young 
named  Elihu.  The  counsel,  advice 
and  admonitions  of  the  four  friends  are 
given  in  the  the  book  of  Job. 

It  seems  that  the  patience  of  the 
good  man  was  almost  overcome,  an 
was  led  to  eurse  the  day  of  his  b  i  r 
He  seems  to  wish  that  li  o  had  never 
been  born,  or  that  he  had  died  in  early 
infancy.  When  his  three  friends 
charged  him  with  hypocrisy,  and  gave 
it  as  their  opinion  that  his  severe  afflic- 
tions wcro  punishment  for  his  sins.  He 
Slead  his  own  cause  before  them  and 
eclared  that  he  was  not  a  deceiver. 
He  protested  against  their  charge,  and 
certified  Ms  integrity  in  such  a  ma 
that  lie  putt.hem  to  silence. 

The  youthful  Elihu  then  spoke,  l  ._ .. 
in  his  address  lie  admitted  that  Job 
was  a  saint,  a  true  servant  of  the  living 
God,  yet  he  reproved  him  for  some  of 
his  unguarded  speeches.  And  this  ad- 
dress of  Blihu  was  probably  approved 
of  God,  for  he  follows  it  with  a  so' 


address  that  seemed  to  strike  convic- 
tion to  Job's  heart.     He  was  convinced 

7  error  and  repented  before  God.     He 

mght,  and  obtained  divine  favor,  and 
the  Almighty  ^pointed  him  as  a  priest 
and  a  minister  of  religion  to  his  three 
friends  who  had  falsely  charged  him. 

After  Job  had  prayed  for  their  for- 
giveness the  scones  in  his  1  i  f o  begin  to 
change.  The  burden  that  was  upon 
him  was  taken  off,  and  his  friends  came 
to  him  from  every  direction  with  com- 
pliments and  presents  of  money.  He 
soon  became  wealthy  again,  much  mors 
so  than  before  the  destruction  of  his 
property.  And  again  the  Lord  blessed 
him  with  children,  in  numberthe  same 
as  he  had  before,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  we  are  informed  that  he 
gavo  to  his  daughters  the  following 
names:  Jemima,  Kezia  and  Kcren- 
happuch.  It  i-J  said  they  were  very 
fair,  11  o  t  excelled  in  beauty  by  any  wo- 
men  of  the  land. 

Job  lived,  after  he  was  thus  restored 
to  prosperity,  one  hundred  and  forty 
years,  and  saw  his  children  to  the  fourth 
generation.  Job  is  to  be  pointed  to  in 
all  time  to  c  o  m  o  as  an  example  of  pa- 
tience in  affliction,  of  triumph  in  the 
darkest  hours,  of  strong  faith  in  God, 
and  bright  hopes  of  a  future  glorious 
inheritance.     [See  the  Book  of  Job.] 

JOB,    2 — He  thai  weeps,  cries,  or 

gpmks  out  of  <t  holMiv;  pl.aa:. 

Job  was  one  of  the  nons  of  Issaehar, 
and  is  mentioned  with  his  three 
brothers  among  the  grand  children  of 
Jacob,  who  went  down  into  Egypt  to 
sojourn  there.     Gen.  xlvi:  13. 

JOBAB,  1— [JVbab.] 

Joisab  was  the  son  of  Joktan,  and 
the  grandson  of  Eber, and  is  referred 
to  in  the  posterity  of  Shem.    Genesis 


JOBAB,  2. 

Jobae,  a  kingof  Edom  was  the 
son  of  Zerah,  of  Bozrah,  and  the  suc- 
cessor as  a  king,  of  Bela,  the  son  of 
Beor.  He  was  succeeded  by  Hushan 
of  the  land  of  Temani.  Some  have 
thought  that  this  person  was  the  same 
as  Job,  the  man  of  TJz;  hut  the  his- 
tory of  him  in  Gen.  xssvi:  3i,  does 
not  present  him  as  a  man  remarkable 
for  his  trials,  patience  and  faith. 
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JOCHEBED— [JokVbed.lr/fonVw.'i, 
hoiwrahfo.  o.  jvij-mjji  of  merit,  tltc 
glory  of  the  Lord. 
Jochebed  waa  tlie  wife  of  Amram, 
"  There  went  a  man  of  the  house  of 
Levi  and  took  to  wife  ;i  daughter  of 
Levi."  And  this  woman  of  Levi  was 
the  mother  of  the  illustrious  Moses. 
The  names  of  Aim-am  and  Jochebed 
are  not  given  where  the  thrilling  nar- 
rative of  their  son  commences,  Exodus 
ii.  Bu  t  their  names  occur  in  Exodus 
vi,  where  the  family  of  Levi  is  spoken 
of  byname.  And  the  mania  go  of  Am- 
ram with  Jochebed,  with  the  relation 
they  sustained  to  each  other  before 
their  marriage,  and  the  two  sods. 
Aaron  and  Mosea,  that  she  hare.  Ex. 
vi:  20.  "And  Amram  took  him 
Jochebed,  his  father's  sister,  to  wife, 
and  she  bare  him  Aaron  and  Moses.1 
She  sustained  then  the  relation  of 
aunt  to  him  on  his  father's  side. 

Aaron,  the  eldest  son  of  Jochebed. 
was  born  before  the  cruel  edict  of  the 
king  of  Egypt,  but  Moses  was  horn 
during  the  existence  of  the  cruel  law. 
His  mother  determined,  if  possible, 
to  save  him.  "  When  she  nawhim  that 
he  was  a  goodly  child,  sho  hid  him 
three  months."  This  would  seem  to 
intimate  that  the  babe  was  more  beau- 
tiful than  her  other  children  had  been, 
■  when  in  early  infancy,  and  possibly 
this  may  be  so,  aud  is  a  part  of  the 
reason  which  led  the  daughter  of 
Pharonh  to  adopt  him  as  her  sou,  and 
make  him.  an  Egyptian  Prince.  Joch- 
ebed succeeded  for  three  months  in 
concealing  her  child  and  so  preserving 
its  life.  And  fearing  to  attempt 
hiding  him  any  longer,  she  collected 
together  from  the  marshy  grounds 
near  the  river  Nile,  reeds  or  rushes, 
and  with  them  eonstructed  an  ark, 
and  having  made  it  water-proof,  and 
prepared- it  to  bo  a  comfortable  habi- 
tation for  a  short  time  for  the  infant, 
she  lulled  him  to  sleep,  imprinted  the 
kiss  of  fond  affection  upon  his  little 
cheek,  then  committed  him  to  his 
home.  She  placed  the  ark  in  tho  flags 
of  the  river's  brink.  Though  she  did 
not  doubt  but  tho  ark  was  water- 
proof, yet  she  was  not  willing  becao.se 
of  the  precious  treasure  within  it,  to 
nut  it  out  on  the  water,  where  it  would 
be  bourne  down  by  the  current.  She 
placed  it  among  tho  flags  by  the  brink 
not  very  far  from  the  place  where 


Pharoah's  daughter  was  accustomed 
imc,  it.  nitty  lie,  every  day,  to  per- ' 
l  a  religious  ablution.  The 
princess  saw  the  aik,  had  it  brought 
to  her,  looked  at  the  beautiful  babe, 
and  determined  almost  at  once  to 
adopt  it  as  her  own  son. 

Soon,  in  the  order  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, Joeliebed  bad  her  darling  babe 
placed  in  her  arms  again,  to  nurso  it 
for  Pharoah's  daughter  for  wages, 
How  must  her  heart  have  swelled 
with  gratitude  to  God,  when  she 
pressed  that  infant  to  her  bosom,  and 
thought  of  tho  future  greatness  des- 
tinedfor  him. 

When  he  bad  come  to  sufficient  age, 
she  took  him  to  the  princess,  and  he 
became  her  sou.  How  oftou  sho  saw 
him  after  this,  we  do  not  know,  but  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Moses 
occasionally  visited  her,  and  that 
when  she  died  she  had  a  firm  convic- 
tion that  her  son  would  be  a  groat 
man,  aud  a  friend  to  his  c 
people. 


Joel  was  tho  son  of  Pethuol,  one 
of  the  minor  prophets.  Ho  h 
thought  to  have  prophesied  in  tins  time 
of  Heaekiah  or  Manasseh.  Ho  is  the 
author  of  some  very  important  pro- 
phecies. He  told  of  a  fearful  famine, 
that  would  conic  upon  his  people  on  ac- 
count of  a  want  of  rain,  and  an  abund- 
ance of  destructive  vermin.  Ho  calls 
upon  the  people  to  engage  in  humbling 
themselves  before  God,  by  fasting  and 

Erayer,  and  tells  them  that  they  shall 
o  dclireicd  .from  tho  famine  and  de- 
struction, by  being  thus  properly  exer- 
cised. Ho  also  prophesies  of  tho  pouring 
out  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  last  days, 
and  under  the  glorious  effusion  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  Peter  in  his  memor- 
able sermon  refers  to  Joel's  prophesy, 
inthefollowinglanguage:  "Those men 
are  not  drunken. as  you  suppose,  seeing  it 
is  but  tho  third  hour  of  the  day,  but  this 
is  that  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet 
Joel :  Behold,  I  will  pour  out  of  my 
spirit  in  the  last  days,  saith  the 
Lord,  &c." 

Joel  predicts  the  ruin  of  the  Philis- 
tines and  other  nations,  and  then  refers 
to  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  in  the 
last  days.     [Sec  book  of  Jocl.j 
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Joel  was  tlio  name  of  the  eldest  son 
of  Samuel.  Ho  with  Abiah  assisted 
Samuel  as  a  Judge  of  Israel.  1st  Sam. 
viii:  2,&a.    [See  Abiah.]. 

JOEL,  %—Th.at  toilh,  commands,  or 
smears. 

i  of  Josibiah.    1st 


Joel  was  the  si 
Cbion.  iv:   35. 

JOEL,  4— That  i 

,Joi:r,  w 


,  eouiwmiJ:'-,  ■ 


the  son  ofZiehri.  He  is 
l  Neh.  xi:  9,  as  a  por-ion 
oi  considerable  importance.  Ho  was 
nn  overseer  among  the  dwellers  al 
Jerusalem. 

JOEL,  5 — That  wiUs,  commands,  or 

Joel  was  the  son  of  I'cdaiah,  the 
ruler  in  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh  in 
the  time  of  David.  1st  Chronicles 
ssvii:  20. 

JOGLI— [Jog'-Ii.] 

JoGLi  was  the  father  of  Bukki,  the 
prince  of  the  trihe  of  Dan,  who  assisted 

in  dividing  tlio  land  of  Canaan.    Num. 
sssiv:  22? 

JOHANAN— [Jo-ha'-nan.l 

Jouanan  was  the  son  of  Karcah, 
the  brother  of  Jonathan,  and  an  as- 
sociate of  Seraiah  nod  Jczaniah,  cap- 
tains of  the  forces  that  were  under 
Qedaliah  at  Mizpah.  He  informed 
Gedaliah  of  lahmael'a  conspiracy 
against  him.  He  refused  to  credit 
Johanan  or  to  allow  him  to  go  as  he 
proposed,  secretly  to  Ishmael  and 
slay  him,  and  so  break  up  the  com 
spiraoy.  Gedaliah  even  charged  Jo' 
hanan  with  speaking  falsely  of  Ish- 
mael. JeT.  si:  13.  Johanan  with 
his  associato  captains,  after  the  mur- 
der of  Gedaliali  by  Ishmael,  pursued 
the  murderer  and  overtook  him,  yet 
Ishmael  escaped  ou.tof  his  hands  and 
went  to  the  Ammonites.  Johanan  re- 
covered the  captains  that  Ishmael  had 
carried  away  and  brought  llicin  to 
Chimham  which  is  by  Bethlehem, 
and  there  they  dwelt.  Johanan  and 
his  associates,  with  the  people  that 
were  with  them  brought  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  to  pray  to  God  for  them, 
that  they  might  enjoy  the  divine  bene- 


JOB 

diction,  and.  bo  divinely  directed  in 
their  walk  and  conduct  in  the  future. 
Jeremiah  promised  to  pray  for  them 
and  faithfully  to  report  the  word  of 
the  Lord  to  them.    And  lie  did. 

It  seems  that  Johanan  and  those 
that  were  with  him  desired  to  go  to 
Egypt  and  reside,  and  the  prophet 
enquired  of  the  Lord  for  them, 
whether  they  should  go,  and  the 
prophet  reported  to  them,  that  they 
should  remain  in  their  own  land 
and  should  be  saved  from  the  hand 
of  the  king  of  Babylon.  But  if  they 
determined  to  go  to  Egypt  for  the  pur- 
pose of  escaping  ■  war  and  hunger, 
these  things  should  surely  overtake 
them  and  they  should  die  in  that  land. 
They  would'  not  obey  the  Lord  and 
suffered  for  their  disobedience.  Jer. 
slii. 

When  Johanan  went  into  Egypt  he 
carried  the  people,  left  in  the  land, 
down  with  him,  and  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah among  tliom,  and  in  the  course 
of  fourteen  years  they  suiibred  from 
various  invasions  of  the  Chaldeans — 
war,  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  pesti- 
lence aad  famine  were  visited  upon 
thoia,.  and  they  died.     Jer.  xliii. 

JOHN",  1— [Jon,]    the  yi.fi   or  mercy 
of  llie  Lord. 

Jg;tn  TiiJj  Baptist  v, 
of  as  the  forerunner  of 
messenger  of  the  coming  Savior.  He 
was  spoken  of  by  Isa.  si :  3,  and 
Mai.  iii ;  1.  Because  of  the  import- 
ant position  he  was  called  to  occupy 
he  is  called  the  Ellas.. 

He  was  tlio  son  of  Zacliai'laf!  and 
Elisabeth.  This  Sacharias  was  an 
aged  priest  of  the  course  of  Abia. 
Tliis  aged  couple  were  holy  and  de- 
vout— they  "walked  in  all  the  ordi- 
nances and  commandments  of  the 
Lord,  blameless."  The  birth  of  this 
distinguished  person,  and  the  import- 
ant work  he  should  perform  wore  pre- 
dicted by  the  angel  Gabriel.  His  fa- 
ther was  ministering  at  the  altar  in 
the  order  of  his  course,  when  the  an- 
gel appeared  unto  him,  and  spake  of 
his  coming  son.  On  account  of  his 
unwillingness  to  credit,  the  prediction 
of  tlio  divine  mciwengO!-,  ho  was  struck 
dumb,  and  he  was  unable  to  speak 
until  after  John  was  born.  At  the 
time  that  Zaehariaa  gave  hlni  his 
name,  his  tongue  was  loosed  and 
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I  Grod,  and  as  the  spirit,  of 
.  _,_, my  came  upon  Hoi  lie  predicted 
the  appearance  and  work  of  Christ 
shortly,  as  also  the  character  and  work 
■of  this  hi s>  infant  son.     Luke,  i :  G7. 

It  had  been  declared  by  the  angel 
regarding  John  that  he  should  he  a 
Nazarite  from  his  mother's  womb, 
"and  he  shall  drink  neither  wine  nor 
strong  drink,  and  he  shall  be  filled 
witli  the  holy  Ghost.''  Luke,  i :  15. 
Of  the  early  part  of  the  life  of  John 
the  Baptist,  we  know  hut  little.  It  is 
said  of  him  that  he  grew,  and  waxed 
strong  in  the  Spirit,  and  was  in  the 
deserts  until  the  day  of  his  showing 
unto  Israel."  Though  John  was  con- 
secrated to  God  from  his  mother's 
womb,  yet  he  did  not  enter  upon  the 
ministerial  office  until  he  had  attained 
the  iige  of  thirty  years.  Me  >;pct>1. 
much  of  his  time  in  solitudo,  alone  in 
meditation  and  prayer.  He  retired  to 
the  deserts  where  he  lived  for  some 
time,  and  wo  arc  informed  that  "  his 
raiment  was  camels  hab,  and  a 
leathern  girdle  about  his  loins — and 
his  meat  was  locust  and  wild  honey." 
According  to  the  prediction  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  John's  ministry  was 
commenced  in  the  wilderness.  "  The 
voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord— make 
straight  in  the  desert  a  highway  for  our 
God.  Tho  evangelists  tell  us  that  he 
went  forth  "  preaching  in  the  wilder- 
ness and  sa,yingv  repent  for  the  king' 
dom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  He  de 
clared  the  coming  of  the  Messiah, 
and  called  on  the  people  to  repent 
because  the  kingdom  of  God,  (or  the 
New  Testament  dispensation)  was 
about  being  revealed.  It  "is  at 
hand."  The  people  heard  his  words 
and  many  of  them  heeded  his  admon- 
itions and  faithful  warnings,  they  re- 
pented and  were  baptized.  We  judge 
from  the  account  given  that  all  who 
repented  or  professed  to  repent,  and 
confessed  their  sins,  were  baptized 
with  water  by  John.  And  they  cred- 
ited John's  words,  that  the  Messiah 
was  about  to  make  his  appearance, 
ami  that  he  would  baptize  them  with 
tlie  hiily  Ghost. 

He  was;  so  mighty  as  a  teacher  that 
many  of  the  people  thought  surely  he 
was  the  Messiah ;  but  he  teld  them 
he  was  not.  He  was  far  inferior  to 
him  who  should  come— his  language 


is,  "He  that  cometh  after  me  is 
mightier  than  I,  the  latohet  of  whose 
shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose," 
He  further  told  them  that  the  Messiah 
should  shortly  be  designated  by  the 
holy  Spirit  descending,  and  to  their 
sight.  resting  upon  him. 

While  John  was  baptizing  in  Jordan 
tho  multitudes  that  heard  him  preach, 
Christ  approached  him  and  demanded 
of  him  baptism  ;  but  John,  understand- 
ing to  some  extent,  if  not  fully,  the 
glory  of  Jesus,  the  superiority  of  his 
person  and  character,  said,  I  have 
need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and  eoinest 
thou  to  me?'  He  seemed  to  feci  that 
be  was  not  worthy  to  perform  baptism 
upon  such  a  subject,  but  Jesus  said 
unto  him,  "Suffer  it  to  be  so  now,  for 
thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfill  all  right- 
eousness." John  then  baptized  Jesus 
in  tho  preseneo  of  the  multitude  ;  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  descended,  and  in  the 
form  of  a  dove  sat  upon  the  head  of 
Jesus,  while  a  voice  was  heard,  saying, 
"This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleased.'1  John  pointed  Jesus 
out  to  two  of  his  disciples  the  next  day 
as  the  "Lamb  of  God  that  taketb 
away  tho  sin  of  the  world."  See  Matt, 
iii ;  Luke,  iii ;  John,  i. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  John 
was  baptizing  at  Enon,  near  to  SaliH), 
when  libs  (.iiscii'les  cane  to  lihn  and  in- 
iiji'iiuiil  him  that  Jesus  way  baptizing, 
and  that  great  multitudes  were  follow- 
ing him.  They  seemed  to  be  afraid 
that  the  glory  of  their  master  would  be 
eclipsed  in  the  rapidly-growing  popu- 
larity of  Jesus.  The  information  they 
gave  John  was  rather  in  a  complaining 
mood:  "Master,  he  to  whom  thou 
barest  witness  beyond  Jordan,  behold 
he  baptizeth,  and  all  men  come  unto 
him."  John  hushed  their  complaining 
by  saying,  "  He  that  hath  the  bride  is 
the  bridegroom,  hut  the  friend  of  the 
bridegroom  which  standeth  and  hearetb. 
him  rcjoiceth  greatly  because  of  tho 
bridegroom's  voiee.  This  my  joy, 
therefore,  is  fulfilled.  He  must  in- 
crease, but  T  must  decrease."  He  thus 
gave  his  testimony  to  the  truth  of 
Christ's  Messiahslrip.    John,   iii:  29, 


John  the  Baptist  was  revered  and 
respected  by  Herod,  the  Tetrarch,  of 
Galilee ;  hut  having  occasion  to  reprove 
Herod,  ho  did  so  fearlessly.  The  of- 
fense he  had  committed  was  an  offense 
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against  the  Jewish  law.  He  had  mar- 
ried hia  brother  Philip's  wife.  He  told 
Herod  it  was  not  lawful  for  him  to  have 
her.  The  consequence  of  his  thus  re- 
proving sin  in  high  places  was,  he  was 
cast  into  prison,  where  he  remained  for 
some  time.  During  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment  he  aent  two  of  his  dieci- 

S'33  to  Christ  to  ask  him  if  he  was  the 
essiah,  or  if  they  should  look  for  an- 
other. It  13  quite  probable  that  John 
was  satisiicrt,  but  he  wished  to  have  his 
disciples-  satisfied  and  their  faith  con- 
firmed. Hence,  Jesus  said  to  John's 
disciples,  "Go  and  show  John  the 
things  which  yo  do  hear  and  see  :  the 
blind  receive  their  sight,  the  lame  walk, 
the  lopers  are  cleansed,  and  the  deaf 
hear ;  tho  dead  are  raised  up,  and  the 
poor  have  the  gospel  preached  unto 
them."  John  received  this  report 
from  Jesus,  and  it  is  quite  likely  he 
referred  his  disciples  to  the  prophecy 
that  Jesus  thus  copied  as  his  answer. 
Matt.  xi. 

Soon  after  this  the  daughter  of 
Herodias  danced  before  Herod  and 
greatly  pleased  him,  so  that  he  prom- 
ised to  give  her  whatever  she  would  ask 
of  him.  She  consulted  her  mother  as 
to  what  she  should  ask.  This  gave  the 
wicked  woman  an  opportunity  to  grat- 
ify her  malice  and  hatred  of  John.  Tc 
may  be  she  had  sought  revenge  from 
the  time  John  waa  east  into  prison. 
'  Now  an  opportunity  is  afforded,  and 
she  bids  her  daughter  ask  Herod  for 
the  murder  of  tho  good  man,  and  she 
asked  that  the  evidence  of  his  having 
been  put  to  death  might  ho  given  her, 
by  his  head  being  brought  to  her  in  i 
charger.  It  was  accordingly  done, 
though  on  the  part  of  Herod  with  re- 
luctance.    Matt.  xiv. 

After  John  was  thus  beheaded, 
Herod  permitted  his  disciples  to  take 
the  body  and  give  it  a  decent  and  re- 
spectable burial.  It  is  thought  that 
John  the  Baptist  was  thus  put  to  death 
about  a  year  and  a  half  before  our  Sa- 
vior's crucifixion.  As  it  regards  him, 
the  Savior  testifies  that  ho  was  a  great 
and  good  man.  He  was  a  firm  and 
constant  believer,  and  a  noted  teacher 
in  the  things  of  G-od.  Tho  Savior  sa 
he  was  a  prophet  and  more  than 
prophet.  He  was  one  of  the  greate__ 
men  that  ever  appeared  in  any  age  of 
the  world.  "Of  them  that  are  born 
of  woman,   there    hath   not   risen 


greater  than  John  the  Baptist."  His 
age  and  dispensation  connects  the  old 
and  new  Testaments— the  prophetical 
age  and  tho  ago  of  Christ.  Because  of 
his  austere  life  and  self-sacrifice,  the 
wicked  Pharisees  said,  "He  hath  a 
devil,"  though  lie  was  so  thoroughly 
respected  that  they  were  afraid  to  dis- 
seminate their  sentiments.  "John  the 
iiapllji  etiiiie  noii-linr  ontin;;  in'ir  drink- 
ing, and  they  say  ho  hath  a  devil.  The 
son  of  man  came  (sating  and  drinking, 
and  they  say,  behold  a  glutton  and  a 
wine-biber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and 


JOHN,  2.— Tke  gift  or  mercy  of  tlw 

Lord. 

John  the  Evangelist  was  the  son 
of  Zebedee  and  Salome,  and  the  bro- 
ther of  James  the  greater.  He  was  a 
fisherman  on  tho  sea  of  Galilee,  and 
the  account  of  his  call  from  his  employ- 
ment to  be  a  disciple  and  attendant  of 
Jesus,  is  given  in  Matt,  iv :  21.  It  has 
been  thought  that  he,  with  his  brother 
James,  was  a  disciple  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist, and  if  so,  they  might  have  boon 
present  at  the  baptism  of  Jesus  and 
joined  in  tho  devotions  that  were  so 
signally  honored.  John  is  thought  to 
have  been  tho  youngest  of  all  the  apos- 
tles, being  not  more  than  twenty-five  or 
twenty-six  years  of  age  when  he  en- 
irnvd  upon  this  work  of  a  follower  of 
Jesus.  lie  seem*  lo  have  been  loved 
by  Jesus  with  a  particular  love,  and  ho 
is  called  "that  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved."  And  he  was  favored  by  our 
Savior  with  several  scenes  that  all  the 
tho  disciples  were  not  favored  with. 
He  accompanied  Jesus  when  he  re- 
stored the  daughter  of  Jairus  to  life, 
with  James  his  brother,  and  Peter. 
So  he  was  present  at  the  transfigura- 
tion. He  was  with  Jesus  in  the  garden 
of  Gethsemane,  when  he  endured  the 
dreadful  agony  there.  He  leaned  on 
Jesus'  breast  at  the  euohavistic  least, 
and  when  Peter  wished  to  know  who  it 
was  that  would  betray  Jesus,  he  asked 
John,  because  ho  was  on  such  terms  of 
intimacy,  to  ask  the  master  who  would 
betray  him,  John  xiii:  24,  and  his 
question  was  directly  answered  by  giv- 
ing the  sop  to  Judas  when  he  had 
dipped  it, 

John  was  present  at  the  crucifixion 
of  Jesus,  for  just  as  the  Savior  was  ex- 
piring on  the  cross,  he  addressed  his 
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mother  in  the  most  affectionate  manner, 
"woman  behold  thy  son,"  and  he 
said  to  tlio  disciple  whom  he  loved, 
"behold  thy  mother."  This  was  un- 
derstood to  be  on  the  part  of  the  dying 
Jesus,  as  placing  his  mother  under  the 
care,  and  committing  her  to  the  atten- 
tions of  John,  for  "from  that  hour 
that  disciple  took  her  onto  his  own 
home."    John  six:  26. 

John  was  one  of  the  first  witnesses 
of  the  resurrection.  Ho  in  company 
with  Simon  Peter,  received  the  intelli- 
gence from  one  of  the  women  that  the 
scpulchcr  was  empty,  and  ilie  body 
gone.  They  hurried  to  the  sopulcher 
and  found  it  as  the  women  had  reported. 
It  is  said  of  John  that  he  outran  Peter 
and  came  first  to  the  sepulcher.  John 
ss:  4.  When  John  made  the  examin- 
ation of  the  tomb,  notwithstanding  he 
did  not  understand  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection,  yet  he  believed  that  Jesus 
had  risen.  Johnxs:  9.  lie  was  with 
the  disciples  at  different  times  when 
Jesus  showed  himself  to  them  after  his 
resurrection,  and  he  was  present  at  the 
Mount  of  Olives  on  the  ascension 
morning,  and  heard  the  last  audible 
words  of  Jesus  just  as  the  cloud  of 
glory  settled  upon  him  and  the  Angel 
escort  surrounded  him.  Mark  xvi :  19 
iiiul  Luke  xxiv:  51. 

From  the  acta  of  the  apostles  we  may 
judge  that  ho  preached  the  gospel  for 
some  time  in  Jerusalem,  and  we  learn 
in  Acts  iv,  that  in  company  with  Peter 
he  was  tried  by  the  Jewish  Sanhedrim, 
ami  ca.-t  inloprison. 

He  aud  Peter  had  performed  a  noted 
miracle  of  healing  in  the  name  of  their 
master,  of  the  lame  man  at  the  beauti- 
ful gate  of  the  temple,  and  the  hypoc- 
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been  detected,  and  they  had  both  died 
with  a  lie  in  their  mouth. 

After  they  were  released  from  prison, 
John  and  Peter  were  sent  by  the  other 
apostles  to  some  Samaritans,  to  whom 
Philip,  the  Deacon,  had  preached  with  a 
good  degree  of  success.  The  object  of 
the  apostles  and  church  in  sending 
them  there,  was  to  instruct  them  more 
fully  regarding  the  completed  gospel, 
and  impart,  to  thorn  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Acts  viii :  14,  &c. 

John  was  one  (if  I  lie  uviiii.'i'eHshs  to 
whom  oar  Lord  delivered  his  predictions 
regarding  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
and  the  calamities  that  should  com< 


upon  their  nation  and  polity,  and  it  is 
thought  by  some  that  he  wrote  his  gos- 
pel containing  those  predictions  in  the 
year  ninety- .seven,  which  was  long  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  Whether 
he  wrote  it  so  lato  as  that  or  not,  it  is 
quite  likely  that  the  other  gospels  wero 
written  first.  His  gospel  is  more 
spiritual  and  doctrinal  than  either  of 
the  others,  and  the  first  chapter  espe- 
cially, is  a  clear  presentation  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ's  humanity  and  divinity 
conjoined.  The  historical  narrative  is 
not  so  extensive  as  the  other  gospels, 
but  it  accords  with  them  in  that  par- 
ticular, while  it  is  a  standard  of  doe- 
trine  or  faith  for  all  ages. 

St.  Jolm  was  banished  to  the  Isle 
of  Fatmos.  This  was  an  island  in  the 
iEgeari  sea,  He  tells  us  in  Revelation 
i :  9,  he  was  "  in  the  isle  that  is  called 
Patmos,  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ." 
Which  one  of  the  Koman  emperors 
banished  him,  is  not  certainly  known, 
but  it  was  probably  Nero,  if  not 
Domitian,  in  tho  latter  part  of  his 
reign.  He  wrote  throe  epistles,  prob- 
ably during  his  exile.  The  first  was 
written  to  the  Kphosian  church.  The 
second  was  written  to  a  worthy  fe- 
male called  "the  elect  lad/."  And 
the  third  was  written  to  Gains. 

John  received  tho  revelations  com- 
monly styled  the  iipoealyps.o  while  on 
the  island  of  Patmos,  and  what  a 

fbrious  series  of  revelations  docs  the 
ook  contain.  Ho  is  supposed  to  have 
been  recalled  from  his  exile,  and  in 
his  old  age,  to  have  met  with  the 
church  in  EnhestiB,  to  which  he  min- 
istered in  the  days  of  his  strength. 
And  after  counselling,  advising  and 
strengthening  them,  he  died,  it  is  sup- 
posed, a  natural  death  among  them, 
and  he  is  tho  only  one  of  the  apostles 
that  did  not  suffer  martyrdom.  It  is 
likely  that  our  Ba.vior  was  referring 
to  the  fact  that  John  should  die  a 
natural  death,  when  he  said  to  Peter," 
Johnxxi:22  "If  I  will  that  he  tarry 
till  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee ;  fol- 
low thou  me.-" 

JOKSHAN— rjoF-shan,]  hard  dif- 

jicv.lt,  scandalous. 

JOKSHAN  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Abraham,  by  Koturah,  and  is  referred 
to  in  Gen.  sxv;  2,  and  he  was  the 
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JOKTAN— [Jok'-tan,]  small,  dis- 
gust, 'u:ei'i'!i/.^s,  dispute. 
Joktan  was  the  son  of  fiber,  and 
the  grandson  of  Salah,  and  is  referred 
to  in  the  posterity  of  Shein.     Genesis 


JONADAB— [Jon'-a-dab,]  who  acls 
in  good  earnest.  , 
Jonadab  was  the  sou  of  Shimeah, 
David's  brother:  hence  ho  was  the 
nephew  of  David  and  the  cousin  of 
Absalom.  He  is  presented  to  our 
view  as  a  very  subtle  and  wicked  man, 
in  2d  Sam.  xiii:  5.  When  Amnon 
was  sick  in  love  with  Taniar,  his  half- 
sister,  or  feigned  sickness,  Jonadab 
was  guilty  of  giving  him  the  most  dia- 
bolical advice.  Amnon  followed  it, 
and  it  resulted  in  ids  disgrace  and  the 
disgrace  of  Tamar,  and  finally  in  the 
murder  of  Amnon  by  her  brother 
Absalom. 

JONAH—  [J</-nah,]  a  dove,  he  Chat 


•Jonah  was  a  prophet  of  Gath-He- 
pher,  in  Galilee.  lie  ranked  as  the 
fifth  of  the  minor  prophets,  and  war, 
the  son  of  Amittai.  lie  is  thought  to 
he  the  most  ancient  of  the  prophets 
who  wrote,  or  whoso  writings  are  pre- 
served. Some  of  the  Jewish  llabbi 
have  thought  him  to  be  the  son  of 
Scrcpla,  and  that  he  was  raised  to  life 
when  a  child  by  the  prophet  Elijah. 
But  of  this  we  have  no  certain  proof 

There  is  an  important  prophecy  in 
2d  Kings,  xiv  :  25,  referred  to  as  the 
prediction  of  Jonah,  the  sou  of  Amit- 
tai.  It  was  a  prediction  that  God 
would  restore  the  cities  which  the 
Syrians  had  taken  from  the  Hebrews 
during  the  reigns  of  Ahab,  Jchoram, 
Jehu,  and  Jehoahaz. 

We  have  a  narrative  of  this  prophet 
in  the  book  that  hears  his  name.  In 
that  narrativo  wo  loam  that  he  was 
commanded  to  go  to  Nineveh  and 
warn  them  of  the  auger  of  God  and 
their  approaching  destruction.  He 
way  either  afraid  of  the  Ninevites  or 
he  feared  that  the  Lord  would  lie 
merciful  unto  them  and  forbear  to 
punish  them,  if  they  repented,  and  s< 

Srovc  him.  to  he  the  author  of  a  pro 
ietion  that  was  false.    He  seems  tt 
18 


have  been  afraid  that  his  honor  as  a 
ihet  would  be  tarnished.  And  at 
w  he  found  a  vessel  ready  to  sail 
.'arshlsh,  and  he  went  on  board, 
paid  his  fare,  and  sot  sail,  thus  fleeing 
from  the  path  of  duty  and  refusing 
the  H'ur.k.  us  which  (!od  had  appointed 
him.  The  vessel  had  not  proceeded 
far  until  a  storm  overtook  them,  and 
the  frightened  crew  began  to  call 
upon  their  gods  for  deliverance;  but 
deliverance  eanio.  The  storm  did 
.  abate,  and  their  peril  was  all  the 
while  increasing.  They  remembered 
this  Hebrew  that  had  taken  passage 
on  board  their  ship  and  sought  for 
him.  He  was  in  the  side  of  the  ship 
asleep,  pud  they  quickly  awoke  him, 
saying;  "What  meanest  thou,  0 
sleeper ;  arise,  call  upon  thy  God,  if 
so  be  that  God  will  think  upon  us 
(hat  we  [.serish  not." 

There  was  a  custom  prevailing 
among  the  Hebrews  as  well  as  other 
nations,  when  a  doubtful  matter  was 
U>  be  settled  aud.  the  counsel  of  those 
concerned  was  insufficient  to  settle  it, 
to  ask  direction  of  their  God;  aud 
tlrey  usually  did  this  by  easting  lots, 
They  therefore  cast  lots  to  ascertain 
who  ivit'f  tins  cau;-o  of  rise  utorm,  and 
tho  lot  fell  upon  Jonah.  lie  acknowl- 
edged, like  au  honest  man,  his  nation, 
occupation,  and  sin  in  fleeing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord;  and  he 
bade  them  take  him  up  and  cast  him 
into  tho  sea,  and  assured  them  that 
the  storm  should  ocase  and  the  sea 
should  bo  calm.  They  seemed  to  re- 
gard Jonah  as  an  honorable  man,  and 
they  wished  if  possible  to  save  his 
life;  hence  they  rowed  hard  to  bring 
the  boat  to  land,  but  could  not.  They 
threw  him  overboard,  calling  upon 
God  to  witness  their  reluctance-  lo 
proceed  to  this  extremity  of  destroying 
the  life  of  this  disobedient  prophet. 
Immediately,  upon  Jonah's  being  cast 
into  the  sea,  the  storm  was  stilled  and 
the  waves  ceased  their  raging,  which 
led  these  heathens  to  acknowledge- 
the  God  of  Jonah  to  be  the  Lord. 

Tho  Lord  prepared  a  fish  to  swallow 
up  tho  prophet  as  soon  as  ho  was  com- 
mitted to  the  waves,  and  in  the  belly  of 
the  fish  he  earnestly  prayed  to  God, 
and  after  three  days  and  nights  the  fish 
vomited  him  up  on  dry  land.  This 
was  a  wonderful  miracle  performed  by 
the    Lord.      The    fish    was    prepared 
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liliraculoiti'ly    for    llia.fc     purpose. 

made  Jonah  to  live  and  breathe  in  tuc 
fish  miraculously,  and  by  miracle  caused 
the  fish  to  vomit  him  up  on  the  dry 
land.  He  was  then  reoommisdoned  to 
go  to  Nincvah  and  declare  tho  message 
that  had  been  given  him  before.  He 
went,  and  for  three  days  proclaimed  as 
hi!  walked  around  the  walla,  or  upon 
the  wall,  ''Vet  forly  days,  ii.ru  1  Nineveh 
shall  bo  overthrown. "  The  people 
heard  him  and  credited  his  message, 
and  repented.  Their  king  ordered  them 
to  apply  themselves  to  fasting  and 
prayer.  God  recognized  their  humilia- 
tion and  repentance  and  forbore  to  exe- 
cute His  vengeance  upon  them.  Jo- 
nah, seemed  to  be  greatly  displeased. 
In  a  hasty  and  inconsiderate  manner 
he  looted  upon  the  mercy  that  had 
been  shown  them,  and  was  very  angry ; 
and  in  his  anger  ho  wished  to  die  rather 
than  live,  seeing  the  prediction  he  had 
made  was  to  be  unfulfilled.  His  lan- 
guage was,  "Take  my  life  from  mc, 
for  it  is  better  for  me  to  die  than  to 
live."  Jonah  then  went  out  of  tho 
city,  and  sat  on  the  east  side  of  it  to 
wait  and  see  what  would  become  of  the 
city.  While  be  was  there  waiting,  the 
Lord  caused  a  gourd  to  spring  up 
quickly  and  overshadow  him  from  the 
scorching  rays  of  tho  sun.  It  may  be 
that  it  was  a  plant  that  had  grown  up 
in  ihut  place,  and  iui  i  rml:  his  .scut  un- 
der ii.  (.0  enjoy  the  -iliolfcv  that  it  gave. 
But  a  worm  began  eating  at  the  root, 
and  the  consequence  was  the  plant  soon 
withered,  and  so  failed  to  shade  him. 
The  growth  of  this  plant  may  have 
been  supernatural  as  also  its  withering. 
The  next  day,  as  the  sun  arose  and  a 
vehement  east  wind  accompanied  it, 
beating  upon  the  head  of  Jonah,  he 
fainted,  and  still  angry,  he  wished  to 
die.  He  even  averred  to  God  that  he 
was  right  in  wishing  to  die,  "  It  is  better 
for  me  to  die  than  to  live."  The  Al- 
mighty bade  him  take  time  to  think- 
to  consider  what  he  was  saying.  As 
though  God  had  said,  If  thou  hast 
pity  on  the  inanimate  plant,  on  the 
short-lived  gourd,  how  much  more  rea- 
son is  there  for  mo  to  have  pity  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  Ninevah,  who  are 
all  immortal,  and  who  arc  penitent  be- 
fore me.  How  strange  it  seems  that 
Jonah  should  desire  the  destruction  of 
the  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Kineyah  just  because  he  had  prophe- 


sied— for  among  them  were  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  innocent  in- 
fants, or  persons  that  did  not  know 
their  right  hand  from  their  left,  beside 
much  cattle.  Jonah  typified  our  Sa- 
vior lying  part  of  three  days  in  the 
grave,  Matt  zii:  40,  "For  as  Jonah 
was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the 
whale's  belly,  so  shall  the  sou  of  man 
bo  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
the  heart  of  the  earth."  Christ  thus 
speaks  of  hisjjurial  and  resurrection. 
And  as  Jonah,  after  his  deliverance, 
preached  to  the  Niuevites,  so  after  the 

Sospel  was  consumated,  its  glorious 
octrincs  were  promulged  to  men.  See 
Book  :;!'  Jonah. 

JONATHAN",  1— [Jon'-a-than,] 
given  to  God. 
Jonathan  was  ayonng  Levite.  He 
was  the  son  of  Gershom  and  perhaps 
the  grandson  of  Moses.  Judg.  xviii: 
SO.  He  was  selected  by  Micah.  to 
serve  as  his  priest,  and  for  the  sum  of 
ten  shekels  of  silver  n  year,  with  a 
suit  of  apparel  and  his  victuals  he 
agreed  to  servo.  Micah  seemed  to 
fee!  confident  that  the  Lord  "would 
bless  him,  seeing  this  Jonathan,  a 
Levite,  was  bis  priest.  There  were 
five  Danites  who  were  passing  through 
this  country  as  spies,  and  coming  to 
Mt.  Ephraim  they  tarried  for  a  night 
at  the  house  of  Micah,  and  during  the 
evening  they  overheard  some  conver- 
sation of  the  young  Levite,  and  they 
knew  his  voice.  They  had  probably 
been  acquainted  with  him  before,  and 
addressing  him  they  said:  "Who 
brought  thee  hither?  And  what 
makest  thou  in  this  place,  and  what 
hast  thou  here?''  He  told  them  he 
was  hired  as  a  priest  for  Micah.  They 
then  asked  him  to  ask  counsel  of  God 
for  them,  whether  or  not  they  should 
prosper  in  their  way.  He  pretended 
to  consult  bis  idol,  and  assured  them 
that  their  undertaking  at  Laish  should 
prosper.    And  when  they  did  accom- 

Slish  their  end— six  hundred  of  the 
'anites  took  Jonathan  away  from 
Mieah,  and  with  him  they  took  the 
graven  image,  and  all  the  equipments 
of  the  priest.  They  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  from  Mt.  Ephraim  until 
Micah  overtook  them,  and  demanded 
of  tbem  his  images  and  his  priest ; 
but  they  would  not  hear  him  or  satisfy 
his  demajids.     Being  stronger  than 
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he,  they  compelled  him  to  give  it  up, 
and  so  he  lost  liis  gods  and  his  priest. 
Jonathan  kept  charge  of  the  gods 
of  Micah,  and  the  vestments  of  his 
priest— and  as  a  priest  he  served  the 
children  of  Dan  in  a  city  that  they 
named  Ban.  He  and  his  posterity 
were  priests  until  the  captivity  of  the 
land.     Judges,  xviti:  3ft 

JONATHAN,  Z-Givea  to  God. 

Jonathan  was  the  son  of  Saul, 
ting  of  Israel.  He  was  a  very  excel- 
lent prince  and  greatly  distinguished 
himself  by  his  valor,  excellent  quali- 
ties, and  especially  by  his  sincere 
friendship  fov  David,  the  son  of  Jesse. 

When  the  Philistines  had  invaded 
the  country  of  Israel,  and  wrought  up 
the  whole  nation  of  the  Hebrews  to  a 
state  of  alarm  and  terror,  Jonathan 
delivered  them.  Actuated  by  true 
courage,  he  went  over  to  a  garri- 
son or  the  Philistines  against  Mich- 
mash.  In  approaching  the  garrison 
he  went  up  between  the  two  sharp 
rocks  called  Bozez  and  Senah.  Hav- 
ing made  the  difficult  passage  be- 
tween the  rooks,  he  proposed  to  his 
armour  bearer  that  they  should  ap- 
proach the  garrison  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  The  young  man  agreed  to 
follow  him  wherever  ho  should  go, 
assuring  him  that  he  was  with  him  in 
heart,  and  would  be  in  person,  even 
to  death.  Jonathan  must  have  been 
on  terms  of  intimacy  with  the  Divine 
Being,  and  his  faith  in  God  was 
strong,  for  he  said  to  the  young  man ; 
We  will  show  ourselves  to  the  Philis- 
tines, and  their  conduct  towards  us 
shall  indicate  our  course.  If  they 
say  to  us  tarry,  then  we  will  not  go. 
but  if  they  bid  us  come  up  unto  them, 
then  we  will  50,  for  the  Lord  hath 
delivered  them  into  our  hands. 
They  did  show  themselves,  and  th 
Philistines  said  "  Gome  up  unto  us, 
Jonathan  turned  to  his  armor-bearer 
and  bade  him  come  on,  for  the  Lord 
had  delivered  their  enemies  into  their 
hands  and  power,  though  they  were 
but  two,  and  their  enemies  were  nu- 
merous. They  climbed  up  on  their 
hands  and  feet  until  they  came  to  the 
top  of  the  rock,  when  Jonathan  and 
the  young  man  slew  twenty  me 7 
within  about  half  an  acre  of  ground. 

When  the  Philistines  saw  how  the 
soldiers  of  the  garrison  fell,  and  sup- 


posed that  the  Hebrews  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  them,  and  would  destroy 
them,  they  fled  in  great  confusion. 
When  Saul  saw  that  they  fled  he  made 
ready  to  pursue  them  :  and  calling  the 
roll  of  his  officers  and  soldiery,  it  was 
■1;  vered  that  Jonathan  and  his 
r-bcarer  were  absent.    The  noise 

]g  the  Philistines  increased,  and 

Saul  hurried  to  the  pursuit.  While 
making  his  preparations  he  made  a 
rash  vow:  "Cursed  bo  the  man  that 
eateth  any  food  until  evening,  that  I 
may  bo  avenged  on  mino  enemies." 
Jonathan  knew  nothing  of  this  vow  of 
his  father,  and  as  he  passed  through 


it,  and  then  putting  it  to  his  mouth 
tasted  the  honey,  and  so  brought  him- 
self into  danger.  As  soon  as  he  had 
done  so,  one  of  tho  soldiers  informed 
him  of  his  father's  charge  or  vow;  and 
soon  Saul  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  fact  that  his  order  had  been  vio- 
lated, and  that  Jonathan  had  tasted 
honey.  He  determined  that  he  should 
die ;  but  the  people  interfered,  and 
boldly  told  Saul  that  Jonathan  should 
not  die,  for  he  was  innocent,  as  ho 
knew  nothing  of  his  father's  charge ; 
and  moreover,  he  had  wrought  a  great 
delivcrencc  in  Israel,  for  tho  conquest 
they  had  made  was  tho  result  of  his 
valor.  "  So  the  people  rescued  Jona- 
than that  he  died  not."  1st  Sam.  xiv. 
He  formed  a  friendship  for  David 
immediately  after  Goliath  was  slain, 
and  manifested  that  friendship  by  pre- 
senting him  with  his  robe,  girdle  and 
bow.  When  David  was  Saul's  musi- 
cian, and  afterwards  a  warrior,  Jona- 
than tenderly  loved  him,  and  more 
than  once  he  risked  bis  life  for  the 
safety  and  deliverance  of  David.  When 
Said  was  determined  to  kill  him,  so 
strong  was  the  attachment  of  Jonathan 
under  their  mutual  covenant,  that  he 
stood  before  his  angered  father  and 
plead  that  David  was  innocent,  and 
thereby  narrowly  escaped  death  at  the 
hands  of  his  father.  He  went  to_  the 
field  and  shot  an  arrow,  thereby  indi- 
cating to  David,  who  was  hid  at  the 
stone  Ezel,  the  anger  of  his  father 
whom  he  had  just  sounded.     1st  Sam. 


Jonathan  did  not  forget  David  or 
their  mutual  covenant,  though  they 
were  separated  the  one  from  the  other. 
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When  ho  heard  that.  David  wan  at 
Ziph  lie  sought  Iiiin  out  and  had  a  con- 
fidential conversation  with  him  in  the 
woods,  during  which  he  renewed  his 
covenant,  and  encouraged  David  to 
hope  (though  now  an  exile)  for  the 
tin-out!  of  Israel. 

How  strange  that  the  heir- apparent 
to  the  throne,  after  the  decease  of  the 
reigning  king,  should  encourage  an- 
other, not  of  the  royal  family  even, 
save  that  lie  was  the  husband  of 
Michal,  the  king's  daughter.  Jona- 
than knew  that  David  was  appointed 
of  God,  and  was  to  be  king-  After  an 
intimate  a  a  d  affectionate  interview 
they  parted.     1st  Sam.  xsiii. 

At  length  an  important  battle  was 
fought  between  Israel  and  the  Philis- 
tines at  Mt.  Gilboa,  and  Saul,  tho  king, 
and  Jonathan  were  both  slain  in  battle, 
with  the  other  two  brothers  of  Jona- 
than ;  and  die  day  after  the  battle 
Philistines  stripped  them  of  their 
mor  and  fastened  their  bodies  to  the 
walls  of  Beth-shun.  And  the  men  of 
Jabesh-gilead  hearing  of  it  went  by 
night  and  recovered  their  bodies  and 
brought  them  to  Jabcsh  and  burnt 
them,  then  buried  the  bones  under  a 
tree  at  Jabesh,  and  fasted  seven  days. 
1st  Sam.  xxxi. 

Soon  after  this  battle  David  heard 
of  it,  and  lamented  in  the  most  tender 
and  affectionate  manner,  especially  the 
death  of  Jonathan.  2d  Sam.  i :  20  ; 
"I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother 
Jonathan:  very  pleasant  hast  thou 
been  unto  me :  thy  love  to  me  was 
iyondcvfi.il,  passing  the  love  of  women." 
And  true  to  his  promise  and  covenant 
with  Jonathan,  David  showed  kindness 
to  Mephi-ljosheth,  his  son.  [See 
David ;  also  Mcphi-boshcth.] 

JONATHAN  3.— Given,  to  God. 

Jonathan,  the  uncle  of  David,  was 
one  of  his  great  men.  He  was  one  of 
his  chief  counsellors  and  a  secretary, 

and  in  numbered  among  the  wi:>u  men, 
1st  Chronicles,  xxvii:  32. 

JGEAH— [Jo'-rah.] 

Jokaii  was  the  head  of  a  family  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve,  who  returned 
from  Babylon  with  Ezra.  Ezra,  ii:  18. 
He  is  presented  by  Nehemiah  under 
another  name,  viz.  Hariph,  Nehe- 
miah, vii;  24 


JQEAI—  [Jo'-ra-i,] 

Jorai  was  one  of  the  Gadites  who 
dwelt  in  Gilead,  in  Bashan,  in  the  reign 
of  Jotham,  king  of  Judah.  1st  Chron- 
icles, v .-  13. 

JOEAM,  1— fJcZ-ram,]  ( 0  cast,  de- 
rated. 
Joram  was  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat, 
a.nd  tho  son-in-law  of  king  Ahab. 
Upon  the  death- of  his  father,  he  as- 
cended the  throne  of  Judah.  He  was 
of  several  sons  of  Oolioidiaphut, 
whom  tho  father  gave  gifts  of  silver 
and  of  gold,  and  of  precious  tilings, 
with  fenced  cities  in  Judah.  The  father 
gave  the  kingdom  to  Joram,  because 
he  was  the  elder  son,  or  the  first-born. 
As  soon  as  Joram  had  settled  himself 
upon  the  throne,  for  some  cause  or 
other,  ho  slew  his  brothers,  and  with 
them  many  of  the  princes  of  Israel. 
Probably  lie  feared  that  one  of  them 
would  dethrone  him,  and  to  prevent 
this,  he  cruelly  murdered  them  all.  2d 
Chronicles,  xxi:   1-4.- 

Joram  was  instigated  to  much  of  the 
wickedness  that  marked  him  in  his 
reign,  by  Athaliah  his  wife.  He  was  a 
wicked  idolater,  following  in  the  way 
of  Ahab,  whom  ho  made  his  pattern. 
His  reign  was  by  no  means  peaceful  and 
happy.  lie  had  wars,  distresses,  and 
reproofs.  In  2d  Chronicles,  xxi:  8,  we 
learn  that  his  impiety  was  punished  by 
the  revolt  of  tho  Edoraites,  who  not 
only  wont  away  from  him,  but  made 
themselves  a  king  and  became  his  ene- 
mies. He  warred  with  them,  but  could 
not  subdue  them.  At  the  same  time 
Libnah  revolted  from  him.  This  was  a 
city  of  tho  priests  unwilling  any  longer 
to  be  governed  b.v  a  k  i  n  g  who  was  ut- 
terly forsaken  of  the  Lord,  their  God. 
The  prophet  Elijah,  under  direction 
of  God,  wrote  letters  t  o  Joram,  re- 
proaching him  for  his  wickedness,  and 
the  prophet  announced  the  severest 
judgments  awaiting  him.  "Behold 
with  a  great  plague  will  tho  Lord  smite 
thy  people,  and  thy  children  and  thy 
wives,  and  all  thy  goods,  and  thou  shaft 
have  sickness  by  disease  of  thy  bowels, 
until  they  fall  out,  by  reason  of  tho 
sickness,  day  by  iiav."  "d  Chronicles, 
xxi:   14-15. 

These  threat  cnings  were  fulfilled  for 
the  Philistines  and  Arabians  ravaged 
iii-:  kiiiL;di;i!i,  plundered  his  pairicu  and 
curried  captive-  his  y,'he.s  ::ud  cliiluvvii. 
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all  of  them,  save  Ahaziah,  the  young- 
est, who  afterwards  succeed  him  on  the 
throne  of  Judah.  It  was  not  long 
until  he  and  nearly  all  his  family,  came 
to  a  miserable  end.  Joram,  himself, 
was  seized  with  a  terrible  distemper, 
from  which  he  suffered  excruciating 
torment  for  two  years,  when  his  bowels 
fell  out,  as  the  prophet  had  predicted, 
and  he  died.  He  was  not  honored  as 
the  kings  of  Judah  usually  were;  "  for 
they  made  no  burnings  for  him  like  the 
burnings  of  his  fathers,"  and  though 
they  gave  him  a  burial  in  the  eity  of 
3)avid,  it  was  not  in  the  sepnichor  of 
the  kings.     2d  Clrron.  ssi:   l!)-20. 

JORAM,  2.— To  cast,  elevated. 

Joram,  or  Jeiioham,  the  son  of 
Ahab,  was  a  king  of  Israel.  lie  suc- 
ceeded bis  elder  brother,  Ahazinh,  on 
the  throne  of  Israel.  He  removed  the 
statues  of  Baal,  which  his  fatbor  had 
introduced  into  the  kingdom.  _  "Ho 
nut  away  the  image  of  lJ<:al,  which  hi,-- 
■fathcrhadmaue.'7     2d  King?,  iii:  :3. 

Joram,  king  of  Israel,  had  Jehos- 
hapbat,  the  kmg  of  Judah,  as  an  ally, 
with  the  Edomitee,  who  were  then 
tributary  to  Judah.  Ho  marched 
.against  the  king  of  the  Moabitcs  with 
these,  bis  allies;  and  after  a  vciy  fa- 
tiguing march  they  came  near  perish 
ing  for  want  of  water.  Joram  was  ir 
a  great  strait  and  knew  not  what  t( 
do.  It  seemed  certain  to  him  that  he 
with  bis  allies,  would  bo  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Moab, 
Johoshaphat  asked  him  if  there  "was 
no  prophet  of  Israel  near  that  they 
.might  enquire  of  as  to  the  will  of  the 
Lord.  One  of  the  servants  of  Joram 
overheard  the  question  and  answered 
it  by  saying:  "Revo  is  Elisha,  the 
son  of  Shaphat,  which  poured  water 
en  the  hands  of  Elijah."  2d  Kings, '" 
11.  The  three  kings  went  down  io 
see  the  prophet ;  and  when  Joram 
applied  to  him,  ho  answered  him 
roughly  and  charged  upon  him  his 
sins  against  God.  And  the  prophet 
told  him  that  if  it  were  not  for  the 

Srcscnocof  Jehoshaphat  the  Icing  of 
udah,  whom,  he  regarded,  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  lie 
would,  neither  entertain  his  applica- 
tion nor  look  toward  him.  Elisha 
prophesied  an  abundance  of  water 
speedily;  and  it  came;  and  these  al- 
lied -kings  met  the  Moabites  on  the 


battle  field  and  conquered  them. 
Those  of  them  that  were  not  slain  in 
battle  fled  to  their  own  country.    2d 

Some  time  after  this  Eenhadad,  the 
king  of  Syria,  sent  Nsaman  to  JoTam 
to  be  healed  of  his  leprosy,  for  Naa- 
man  had  learned,  through  a  captive 
maid,  that  there  was  a  prophet  in 
Israel  who  could  cure  him,  and  he 
had  reported  it  to  his  lord.  The  ap- 
plication was  made  to  Joram  by  Een- 
hadad by  letter ;  and  when  he  read 
the  letter  he  looked  upon  it  as  evi- 
dence that  the  king  of  Israel  desired 
to  go  to  war  with  him ;  and  soou  Een- 
hadad and  Joram  were  engaged  in 

The  prophet  Elisha  rendered  Jo- 
ram important  assistance  by  thwarting 
the  plans  and  machinations  of  Ben- 
hadad,  who  became  so  enraged  that 
ho  sent  a  host  of  Syrian  soldier:;  to 
take  him  at  Bothan.  The  Lore! 
smote  the  Syrian  soldiery  with  blind- 
ness, and  Elisha  led  them  into  the 
city  of  Samaria,  and  into  the  hands 
and  power  of  Joram.  The  king  would 
have  smitten  them  at  once,  Jmt  the 
prophet  bade  him  treat  them  kindly 
by  giving  them  bread  to  eat  and  water 
to  drink.  Ho  accordingly  did  so; 
then  sent  them  away  to  their  master. 

When  the  Syrians  besieged  Sama- 
ria, the  capital  of  Israel,  so  that  famine 
and  want  pressed  the  inhabitants 
until  women  did  eat  their  own  child- 
ren, Joram  blamed  Elisha  for  the 
distress  of  the  city,  and  intended  to 
murder  him,  but  he  was  prevented 
from  it.  2d  Kings,  vi.  He  sometimes 
honored  the  prophet,  and  at  other 
times  aimed  to  injure  and  destroy 
him.  When  the  woman  whose  son 
Elisha  had  restored  to  life  asked  Jo- 
ram to  restore  her  her  house  and  her 
land  that  she  had  left  before  the 
famine  became  so  sore,  ho  seemed  to 
take  delight  in  having  Gehasd,  who 
had  been  the  prophet's  servant,  relate 
the  miracles  that  Elisha  had  per- 
formed, and  he  readily  restored  her 
the  inherit;].]: eo  that  belonged  to  her. 

When  the  famine  was  ended,  Sama- 
ria, and  the  Syrians  no  longer  be- 
seiged  the  city,  but  fled  to  their  own 
country  all  leaving  the  land  of  Israel, 
Joram  laid  siege  to  Bamoth-Gilcad ; 
but  during  the  seige,  being  wounded, 
be  repaired  to  Jesreel  to  be  healed, 
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He  had  not  been  there  long  until 
Elisha  sent  one  of  the  young 
prophets  to  tie  army  with  a  bos  of 
holy  oil  to  anoint  Jehu,  the  son  of 
Nimshi,  to  be  king  in  the  stead  of 
Jorarn.  The  young  prophet  immedi- 
ately prepared  to  execute  tho  divinely 
appointed  mission.  The  appearance 
of  the  young  prophet  in  the  camp, 
awakened  suspicion  among  the  sol- 
dierst  and  they  asked  Jehu  the  cause 
of  his  eoming.  He  told  them  what 
ho  had  said  and  done.  They  immedi- 
ately proclaimed  Jehu  king.  After 
giving  directions  to  the  army,  he 
started  for  Jezreel,  where  Jorani  yet 
was,  not  having  fully  recovered  from 
Eis  wounds.  As  one  of  the  watch- 
men on  the  tower  of  Jezreel  saw  Jehu 
coming,  ho  reported  to  Joram,  who 
immediately  ordered  a,  horseman  to  go 
and  meet  him,  and  salute  Mm,  Jehu 
ordered  the  horseman,  to  fall  into  the 
ranks  behind  liira,  and  he  did  so. 
Jorani  then  sent  another;  and  he  did 
as  the  former.  The  king  then  ordered 
his  chariot  made  ready,  and  he  and 
Ahaziah,  his  kinsman,  the  klug  of  Ju  ■ 
dah,  who  had  come  to  Jesrroe!  to  sec 
him,  went  up.  into  the  chariot,  and 
went  to  meet  Jehu.  As  soon  as  they 
came  within  speaking  distance,  Joram 
saluted  him  with, "  Is  itpeaee  John?" 
His  answer  struck  terror  to  the  heart 
of  Joram,  and  he  turned  to  Ahaziah, 
and  said,  There  is  treachery,  O 
Ahaziah."  Scarcely  had  he  given 
this  note  of  alarm,  until  an  arrow 
from  the  bow  of  Jehu  smote  him,  and 

Slercod  his  heart,  so  that  he  sunk 
own  in  his  chariot.  His  dead  body 
was  thrown,  by  the  order  of  Jehu, 
into  the  field  or  vineyard  of  Naboth. 
And  this  murder  of  Jorani  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  destruction  of  tho  hi 
of  Ahab.  2d  Kins*  ix :,  Md  Uhron. : 


JOSEPH,  l-[Jo'-sef,l 

Joseph  was  the  eldest,  son  of  Rachel, 
the  first  choice  for  a  wife  of  the  Patri- 
arch Jacob.  Ho  was  born  in  Mcsso- 
potamia,  Ifcr  some  cause  Jacob  mani- 
fested strong  partiality  for  Joseph, 
when  he  was  yet  a  child.  It  may  be,  it 
v.-iiM  because  he  vfas  the  eldest  son  of 
Rachel,  or  by  a  divine  influence,  he 
may  have  been  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  Joseph's  life  was  to  bo  very  event- 
ful.   He  had  a  coat  of  many  colors, 


which  as  the  gift  of  his  father,  mani- 
fested very  strikingly  his  partiality  for 
him.  This  love  of  Jaeob  for  Joseph, 
led  his  brothers  to  hate  him,  "and 
they  couldnot  speak  pleasantly  to  him." 

Joseph  was  afte-Avurd;!  distinguished 
__s  a  dreamer.  He  told  his  dreams  in 
such  a  way  that  his  brothers  and  his 
father  divined  tho  interpretation,  and 
they  were  displeased.  His  brethren 
hated  him  move  and  more.  Not  long 
after  Joseph  had  his  dreams,  and  made 
them  known,  his  brothers  were  feeding 
their  father's  flock  in  Shechem,  and 
Jacob  sont  Joseph- to  see  how  they  were 
getting  along,  and  bring  him  word. 
When  he  reached  Shechem,  and  made 
inquiry  for  them,  he  learned  that  they 
had  gone  to  Doihan,  and  he  followed 
after  them.  And  when  ho  came  in  sight 
of  them,  moved  with  envy  they  con- 
spired against  him  to  slay  him,  and 
they  probably  would  have  done  itj  had. 
not  Reuben  the  elder  brother  inter- 
fered by  proposing  to  cast  him  into  a 
pit  in  the  woods  to  perish.  Reuben's, 
intention  was,  as  soon  as  an  opportunity 
offered,  to  take  him  up  from  tho  pit, 
and  restore  him  to  his  father.  But 
while  Reuben  was  absent,  his  brothers 
sold  him  to  Midiamtieh  merchants  for 
twenty  pieces  of  silver,  or  about  two 
wands  sis  shilling:',  less  than  two  dol- 
.ars  apiece,  and  these  merchantmen  took 
him  to  Egypt  and  sold  him  toPotiphar 
an  officer  ot  Pharoah,  and  captain  of 
the  guard.    Gen.  xsxvii. 

Joseph's  good  behavior  gained  him 
1,00  esteem  of  his  master,  and  he  soon 
made  him  his  steward.  It  was  not  long: 
however  until  bis  sky  was  clouded,  ana 
an  attempt  was  made  to- blast  his  char- 
acter by  an  infamous  lie.  Tho  wife  of 
Potiphar  indulged  a  criminal  passion, 
for  him,  but  he  closed  his  heart  to  her 
entreaties,  and  urging  that  it  would  be 
on  his  part  tho  basest  ingratitude  to  ins 
master,  as  well  as  wickedness  in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  be  would  not  yield. 
Unmoved  by  what  he  said,  she  caught 
hold  of  his  garment,  but  he  fled  away 
leaving  it  in  her  hand.  She  brought 
her  false  charge  against  Joseph  to 
I.Viiuiiir  when  be  ctjnio  heme,  and  he, 
believing  his  wife,  cast  him  into  prison. 
Here  his  good  behavior  gained  opon  the 
keeper  of  the  prison,  and  soon  the  other 
prisoners  were  entrusted  to  his  care. 
There  wore  two  of  ibe  king's  servants, 
his  chief  butler  and  his  chief  baker. 
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and  they  both  dreamed,  Joseph  inter 
preted  their  dreams,  and  the  chief  but- 
ler pledged  himself  to  Joseph  thai 
lie  would  remember  him  to  Pharaoh 
after  he  was  restored  to  his  office.  But 
two  years  passed  away,  uud  the  chief 
butler  in  tho  enjoyment  and  pleasures 
of  bis  office,  forgot  Joseph.  In  the 
course  of  events  Joseph  was  remem- 
bered. Pharaoh  dreamed  a  dream,  and 
his  wise  men  could  not  explain  it.  The 
chief  butler  spoke  of  Joseph  to  the 
king,  and  he  sent  aud  brought  him 
from  f.iio  prison. 

Joseph  gave  a  satisfactory  interpre- 
tation of  the  dream,  and  the  ting 
honored  him  by  releasing  him  from 
the  prison,  clothing  him  in  royal  cos- 
tume, and  he  took  the  ring  from  his 
finger  in  which  was  set  his  signet — 
the  national  seal.  He  then  put  a 
golden  chain  upon  his  neck.  It  may 
be  that  that  chain  was  intended  to 
represent  the  union  which  the  king 
desired  should  exist  in  all  parts  of  his 
government,  or  possibly  he  intended 
it  aa  a  badge  of  office,  and  to  show 
forth  the  authority  with  which  Joseph 
was  invested.  For  ho  rode  in  the 
second  chariot  in  the  nation,  and 
rulled  over  all  the  land.  During  the 
seven  years  of  plenty,  he  collcctca  the 
surplus  corn  of  the  land,  and  stored 
if.  in  granaries  for  the  coming  famine, 
lie  was  married  to  Ascnath,  the 
daughter  of  Poti-phorah,  priest  of 
On,  and  in  the  course  of  time,  there 
were  born  unto  him  two  sons,  Manas- 
seh  and    Ephraim.      Genesis,  xxxlx. 

As  the  famine  came  on,  Canaan. 
where  Jacob  dwelt,  was  suffering  and 
the  old  patriarch,  in  extremity,  hear- 
ing that,  there  was  corn  in  Egypt,  scut 
his  ten  sons  down  to  buy  bread.  Aa 
soon  as  they  came  to  Egypt,  Joseph 
saw  them  and  knew  them,  but  they 
did  not  know  him.  He  was  governor 
of  the  land,  aud  was  approached  by 
his  brethren  ju:;t  its  the  interpretation 
of  his  dream,  when  a  boy  indicated 
that  they  would,  "for  they  bowed 
themselves  before  him  with  their  faceE 
to  the  earth.  Joseph,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, remembered  his  dream,  and  ic 
their  conduct  its  fulfillment.  He 
spake  roughly  to  them,  and  charged 
them  as  bciu:;  spio:-;.  1'ut  after  enquir- 
ing into  their  family  circumstances,  he 
dismissed  them  ou  the  condition  tb 


Benjamin,  their  younger  brother 
should  come  with  them  the  next  time, 
and  Simeon  should  be  retained  until 
their  second  visit  to  insure  the  bring- 
ing of  him. 

In  the  manner  in  which  Joseph 
made  himself  known  to  his  brethren, 
we  can  see  a  degree  of  wisdom,  and 
high-toned  feeling,  truly  touching  and 
sublime.  On  the  arrival  with  Benja- 
min, he  made  a  great  feast  for  them. 
The  preparations  were  all  made  and 
they  were  invited  the  first  day  after 
their  arrival  to  dine  with  him  at  noon. 
According  to  his  direction  they  all 
sat  before  him,  ranged  according  to 
their  respective  ages,  and  he,  himself, 
hewed  Tiic-vn.  "fui'tio  wriir.  inches  unto 
them ;  "  but  what  must  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly remarkable  to  them,  aud 
especially  to  Benjamin,  the  mess  sent 
to  Benjamin  was  five  times  as  large  as 
that  to  either  of  the  others.  They 
iiLty  vM  li;ve  remarked  a  peculiarity 
in  i lie  Kpjjwu-aiion  of  Joseph,  when  he 
first  met  them  and  looked  upon  the 
son  of  his  own  mother,  and  asked 
"Is  this  your  younger  brother,  of 
whom  ye  spoke  unto  me?"  and  he 
said.  "  tiod  be  gracious  unto  thee,  my 
son.  '  He  had  no  sooner  said  this, 
than  he  hurried  from  their  presence, 
sought  his  chamber  where  he  might 
weep. 

The  next  day  they  were  furnished 
with  corn,  and  started  for  home.  They 
had  Dot  proceeded  far  when  the  stew- 
ard of  Joseph  followed  after  them  and 
overtook  them,  and  charged  them  with 
stealing.  Conscious  of  innocence,  they 
all  agreed  (.hat  with  who  in  soever  tiro 
cup  should  bo  found  he  should  die,  and 
the  rest  of  them  should  bo  servants  in 
Egypt.  Search  was  made  and  tho  sil- 
ver cup  of  Joseph  was  found  In  the 
sack  ef  Benjamin.  They  were  all 
(•1'Cii.ily  ii'i.iubicd  and  returned,  and 
standing  before  Joseph,  they  plead  for 
Benjamin.  They  looked  at  the  di- 
lemma into  which  they  were  thrown  as 
a  punishment  for  their  sin  in  so  cruelly 
treating  their  brother  Joseph  several 
years  before.  Their  language  was, 
11  \Vii  are  verily  guilty  eiinceiTimg  our 
brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anguish  of 
his  seul  when  he  besought  ns  and  we 
would  not  hear  him  ;  therefore  is  this 
evil  come  upon  us."  Judith  addressed 
Joseph  in  the  most  affecting  manner, 
and  asked  to  he  retained  as  a  bondman 
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instead  of  the  lad.  Joseph  was  exceed- 
ingly affected  by  the  address,  and  at  its 
close  found  himself  unablo  to  refrain 
nnv  limner  from  giving  vent  to  the 
his  heart.      He  then  or- 


he  said,  "  I  am  Joseph;  doth  my 
father  yet  live?"  The  announcement 
fell  upon  their  ears  liko  the  sudden 
pealing  thunder  of  a  midnight  storm, 
and  they  could  not  answer.  He  en- 
treated them  to  come  near  him,  and 
pale  and  trembling  they  approacliod 
him.  He  said,  "  I  am  Joseph  youi 
brother,  whom  ye  sold  into  Ej 
here  they  wept,  if  possible,  still 
for  their  unfeelingncss  and  inhumanity 
was  brought  before  him.  Joseph  knew 
full  well  that  their  hearts  were  wrung 
with  bitter  anguish,  and  to  alleviate,  if 
possible,  their  sorrows,  he  referred  them 
to  the  doctrine  of  divine  providence,  as 
it  had  been  exemplified  in  his  eventful 
life.  "  Now,  therefore,  be  not  _ 
nor  angry  with  yourselves  that  ye  sold 
me  hither,  for  God  did  send  me  before 
you  to  preserve  your  life."  Tf  true 
nobleness  was  ever  exemplified  by  man. 
it  was  exemplified  hoc  by  Joseph,  He 
not  only  freely  forgave  them,  but  wished 
them  to  forget  (ho  injury  they  had  done 
him.  As  though  he  had  said  :  It  was 
not  yon  that  sold  me,  but  God  that  sent 
me,  and  had  I  not  been  sent,  Egypt  and 
Cauaan  would  have  perished. 

Ho  then  told  his  brethren  that  the 
famine  would  continue  five  years  long 
and  he  desired  them  to  hasten  bad;  . . 
Canaan  and  inform  Jacob  their  father 
that  Joseph  his  son  was  yet  alive  and 
Governor  of  Egypt,  and  tell  him  to 
come  without  delay,  and  he  should  dwell 
with  his  family  and  herds  in  the  besi 
of  the  land.  In  order  to  satisfy  Jacob, 
his  father,  that  he  was  yet  alive,  Joseph, 
sent  wagons  to  facilitate  his  journey  to 
Egypt,  and  asses  burdened  with  good 
things,  and  corn,  and  bread,  and  meat, 
for  thoir  sustenance  daring  the  journey. 
He  sent  his  brothers  awoy  with  the 
affectionate  injunction,  "See  that  ye 
fall  not  out  by  the  way." 

As  soon  as  they  arrived  at  home  they 
communicated  to  their  father  the  fact 
that  Joseph  was  alive  and  governor  of 
the  land  of  Egypt.  Jacob  listened  to 
them,  and  was  so  overpowered  with  the 


JOS 

them  until  he  saw  the  wagons  and 
presents  and  provisions.  He  said,  "It 
is  enough  ;  Joseph  my  son  is  yet,  alive. 
I  will  go  and  see  him  before  I  die." 
Jacob  accordingly  made  ready  and  went 

Joseph  his  son  in  Egypt.    As  he 

ired  the  land  of  Goshen,"  he  sent 
Judah  to  inform  Joseph  of  his>coming, 
nd  lie  went  out  in  bis  chariot  to  meet 
.lis  father.  When  Jacob  could  so  far 
control  his  feelings  as  to  speak,  after 
they  met,  he  exclaimed,  "Now  let  me 
die,  since  I  havo  seen  thy  face  and  be- 
cause thou  art  yet  alive."  Shortly 
after  Jacob  arrived  in  Egypt,  Joseph 
introduced  him  to  Pharaoh,  and  pro- 
cured for  him.  and  his  family  and  herds 
the  land  of  Goshen. 

A  few  years  after  this  Jacob. called 
his  children  around  him  to  give  them 
his  parting  admonition,  and  declare 
the  will  of  God  regarding  them.  He 
blessed  both  the  sons  of  Joseph, 
''leaning  upon  the  top  of  his  staff.' 
Ho  then  died  and  J  oseph  according  to 
a  promise  made,  embalmed  his  body 
and  took  it  into  the  land  of  Canaan 
and  buried  it  in  the  cave  of  Mach- 
pelah. 

Joseph  as  a  true  man  continued 
his  friendship  and  forgiveness  to  his 
brethren,. but  at  length  the  end  of  his 
eventful  life  came.  Ho  called  his 
brethren  around  him  and  told. them 
he  was  about  to  die,  but  that  God 
would  visit  them  and  bring  them  out 
of  Egypt  and  give  them  the  laud  of 
L'anaaiL  ?,» their  inheritance.  Ho  then 
exacted  of  them  a  solemn  aud  binding 
obligation  to  carry  his  remains  with 
them :  "  By  faith  Joseph  when  dying 
made  mention  of  the  departure  of  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  gave  command- 
ment concerning  his  bones." 

As  to  the  character  of  this  great 
and  good  man  wo  may  safely  say,  his 
piety  cannot  be  questioned,  for  it  was 
fully  and  fairly  tested.  And  whether 
wo  look  at  him  as  the  chattel  of  the 
Midianitish  merchant,  as  the  slave  of 
Potiphar,  as  a  prisoner  in  an  Egyptian 
tail,  or  as  the  governor  of  Egypt, 
fidelity  and  faithfulness  mark  him  in 
his  course  and  conduct.  He  proved 
himself  an  honorable  politician,  one 
who  had  the  interests  of  the  ruler  and 
subjects  at  heart.  For  ages  the  gov- 
ernment of  Egypt  enjoyed  advantages 
which  were  the  results  of  his  pru- 
dence and  wisdom.      His  body  was 
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iti&  coffined  in  Egypt,  and 

■when  Moses,  long  after,  prepared  for 
the  Exodus  of  Israel,  lie  took  care  to 
carry  up  Joseph's  body  with  them. 
After  Moses  died  Joshua  took  charge 
of  the  bones  of  Joseph,  and  when 
Canaan  was  conquered  the  remains  of 
Joseph  were  burled  in  Shechem  in  a 
parcel  of  ground  that  Jacob  bought 
of    HamoY,  which  ground    with  ita 


Joseph  s  descendants.  Gen.  xliii  and 
1,  inclusive.  Ex.  xiii:  19;  Joshua, 
xxiv:  32. 

JOSEPH,  2— Increase,  addition. 

Joseph  was  the  first  born  son  of 
Asaph,  the  great  Bioger  of  Israel,  in 
the  time  of  David.  When  the  lots 
were  cast,  and  the  singers  were  divided 
into  twenty  four  courses,  the  first  lot 
camo  forth  to  Joseph.    lstO.Li-oui.oIo3. 


JOSEPH,  1-5 — bicreav:,  addition. 


virgin  Mary.      He .  , 

Mary  at  the  time  that  the  angel  desig- 
nated her  as  the  mother  of  the  com- 
ing Messiah.  The  angel  of  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  Joseph  in  a  dream  and 
informed  him  thiit  his  espoused  wile 
would  shortly  ho  the  mother  of  a  son, 
and  that  son  should  be  the  world's 
redeemer ;  the  angel  encouraged  him 
to  conouinate  at  once  the  marriage 
contract.  Ho  v/as  informed  that  the 
name  of  Mary's  son  should  bo  Jesus, 
"  for  he  shall  save  his  people  from 
their  sins."  Joseph  as  a  reader  of 
the  Jewish  scriptures  was  familiar 
with  the  prophecy  in  Isaiah,  vii:  14. 
11  Behold  a  virgin  shall  coneeivo  and 
bear  a  son  and  they  shall  call  his 
name  iainv.mne],"  which,  bein^ 
preied  is  God  with  ua,  Am 
what  the  angel  had  just  announced  to 
him,  ho  knew  thai:  (.his  prediction  v/a 
to  be  {'olftikd  in  the  coming  son  oi 
Miivy.     Matt,  i:  21,23. 

lie  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  thi_ 
grandson  of  Matlian,  a  descendant  of 
David  and  Abraham.  Matt,  i :  15,  16. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  a  carpenter, 
Matt,  xiii :  55.  And  it  is  likely  that  our 
Lord  wrought  at  the  same  trade  previ- 
ous to  his  entering  upon  the  work  of 
the  ministry  ;  and  this  may  be  what  is 
referred  to  in  Luke,  ii :  51 :    "  Ho  went 


:lown  with  them  to  Nazareth,  and  was 

iiibjcct  unto  them." 

The  place  of  Joseph's  residence  was 
Nazareth.  There  he  lived,  and  in  all 
probability  died.  It  is  likely  he  died 
before  Jesus  commenced  his  public 
ministry,  for  lie  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
history  given  by  the  Evangelists  of  the 
work  ot  Jesus,  though  Mary  is  often 
mentioned.  And  when  .Jesus  was  dy- 
ing, on  the  cross,  ho  committed  his 
mother  to  the  care  of  the  Evangelist 
John  ;  and  we  can  hardly  suppose  ho 
would  have  done  so  if  Joseph,  her  hns- 
b.md,  had  still  been  living.  John,  sis : 
25.  Wo  are  informed  by  the  Evangel- 
ist, Matt,  i :  19,  that  Joseph  was  a  just 
man,  by  which  wo  may  understand  he 
was  a  pious  Jew  that  had  been  looking 
for  thocDU)ii].'.>;  !V!.u,-tiah  tor  a  long  time, 
and  rejoiced  in  bis  appearance. 

JOSEPH,  4 — Increase,  addition. 

Josepii  of  Arimathca  was  a  Jewish 
senator,  who,  while  the  other  members 

i ;■!' ill'.!  iijKh-.li '-.-ii  .-;: ',-;:  ihoii'  ;sent  to 
the  death  i;i'  i.'hii-.t,  he  did  not  He 
believed  in  the  divine  mission  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  was  a.  good  and 
just  man.  John,  six:  38 ;  Imke.xxiii: 
Ot).  He  did  not  consent  to  Christ's 
condemnation  or  crucifixion,  but  sym- 
pathized with  bini  and  his  scattered 
disciples.  After  the  death  of  Jesus  lie 
wont  to  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor, 
.■.:ni  !■!.■■;■  '■:.■':  I  lie  body,  T 1  i.-.i  mpics!.  was 
granted,  and  he  took  the  body  down 
from  the  cross,  and  with  the  help  of 
Niuiii'ienius  and  otheis  prepared  it  for 
burial.  John,  six:  39,  41).  They 
wrapped  the  body  in  clean  linen  and 
laid  it  In«  Joseph's  tomb— -"a  new 
tomb  hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock. "  In 
thisciicwnsiance  we  observe  the  proph- 
ecy fulfilled:  "He  made  his  grave 
with  the  wicked  and  with  the  rich  in 
bis  death."  Ho  probably  openly 
avowed  his  faith  in  Jesus,  and  after 
the  creeilmoii  iiloni.iiied  himself  with 
the  disciples,  and  no  more  attended  the 
Sanhedrim,  or  Jewish  high  council. 

JOSEPH,  5— increase,  addition. 

Josepii  or  Joses,  was  the  brother  of 
James  the  Less,  and  the  son  of  Oleo- 
mas. Ho  was  the  kinsman  of  our  Lord, 
In  Matt,  siii :  55,  he,  with  James,  and 
Simon,  and  Judas,  is  called  the  brother 
nf  our  Lord.  The  term  is  probably 
used  to  denote  near  relative.     ""'    ■  ■ 
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supposed  to  lie  tho  same  with  Barsa- 
bas,  one  of  the  seventy  disciples,  and 
the  defeated  candidate  for  tho  apostle- 
ship  when  Matthias  was  selected. 
Acts,  i :  21-26.     [See  Barsabas.] 

JOSHBEKASHAH—  [Josh  -bek'-a- 
shah.] 
IIo  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Hentan, 
and  when  tho  lots  were  cast  and  the 
singers  were  divided  into  twenty-four 
courses,  the  seventeenth  lot  came  to 
him.     1st  Chion,  xxv :  24, 


Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  was  prob- 
ably one  of  the  elders  called  together 
by  Moses  and  Aaron  when  they  came 
into  the  land  of  Egypt  to  demand  of 
Pharaoh  the  freedom  of  their  people. 
It  is  quite  probable  lio  heard  tho 
words  of  Aaron  declaring  tho  divine 
determination  that  their  bondage 
should  end.  He  saw  the  miracles 
wrought  attesting  the  truth  of  the 
minion  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  was 
fully  satisfied  that  they  were  ap- 
pcimed  rj["  God. 

After  tho  visitation  of  God's  wrath 
upon  Egypt,  in  the  plagues,  and  the 

§  reparation  of  Israel  for  their  cso- 
ns,  Joshua  was  appointed  as  the 
captain  of  the  army  of  Israel,  whieh 
was  a  high  and  important  position, 
and  tolls  us  plainly  that  he  was  a 
favorite  with  God  and  greatly  es- 
teemed by  Moses  end  Aaron. 

The  first  time  the  name  is  men- 
tioned is  after  the  lied  Sea  had  boon 
crossed  and  some  travel  had  been  per- 
formed in  tho  desert.  The  Israelites 
had  come  to  Rephidim,  and  after  being 
encamped  there  awhile,  the  Amalok- 
ites  made  war  upon  them.  The  man- 
ner in  which  they  made  the  attack 
was  mean  and  dastardly.  They  came 
in  unawares  upon  the  rear  of  Israel. 
Instead  of  inviting  them  to  a  battle, 
or  (il)i!,!lcsii!.;iiig  them  to  a  contest,  they 
treacherously  attacked  them  when 
faint  and  weary  with  the  fatigues  of 
travel,  and  cut  off  tho  feeble  ones 
that  they  might  procure  the  baggage 
under  their  charge  as  spoils.  Moses 
commanded  Joshua  to  fight  with  Am- 
alek,  and  he  did,  "  discomfiting  Ama- 
lek  with  the  edge  of  the  sword."  Ex. 
xvii:13. 


After  this  victory  God  directed  that 
record  should  be  made  of  it,  and 
that  in  tho  ears  of  Joshua,  who  had 
ained  the  victory,  it  should  be  rc- 
iico.rscd,  that  the  very  remembrance 
of  Amalek  should  be  utterly  put  out 
from  under  Heaven.  Probably  the 
reason  why  this  rehearsal  was  to  be 
made  to  Joshua,  was  this:  God  had 
determined  that  he  should  bo  the 
successor  of  Moses. 

Joshua  had  close  acquaintance  with 
the  leader  of  Israel,  and  was  on  terms 
of  the  greatest  intimacy  with  him. 
When  Moses  ascended  Mt.  Sinai  to 
receive  The  revelations  that  were  made 


midst  of  tho  cloud  that  capped  the 

mountain,  yet  ho  went  up  to  the  high- 
eat  station  under  it.  And  there,  just 
under  the  foldings  of  tho  cloud,  amid 
tho  majestic  thunder  and  the  terrific 
lightnings,  lie  waited  for  forty  days 
if):'  the  rc'.urn  of  Closes. 

Joshua  appc;H\-i  to  rank  next  to 
Moses  himself  in  the  manifestations 
made  of  divine  power  and  glory  at 
Sinai,  for  the  seventy  elders,  with 
Aaron,  Nadab,  and  Abihu,  tarried  at 
a  station  on  tho  mountain  lower  down 
than  Joshua. 

He  was  filled  with  the  spirit  of  wis- 
dom and  so  qualified  for  tho  arduous 
and  responsible  station  of  governor  of 

After  Moses  died,  Joshua  was  di- 
vinely appointed  to  this  important  work, 
and  eidiil>itod  a  piety,  and  courago  and 
integrity,  throughout  his  whole  life, 
that  was  truly  commendable.  There 
are  incidents  in  his  history  worthy  of 
record.  He  was  one  of  the  spies  se- 
lected by  Moses  to  explore  the  promised 
land.  Num.  xiii:  16.  All  (he  spies, 
save  Joshua  and  Caleb,  brought  back 
an  unfavorable  report,  and  as  a  punish- 
ment they  were  not  permitted  to  go 
over  Jordan,  but  died  in  the  wilderness, 
Indeed  Joshua  and  Caleb  were  the 
only  men  that  left  Egypt,  that  scoured 
an  inheritance  in  person,  in  the  prom- 
ised land. 

In  aeeor< 
of  God,  ,lo:,iii.u;.  succeeded  ft_ 
leader  of  Israel.  Numbers  xxvii:  18, 
"And  the  Lord  said  unto  Mosos,  take 
thou  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  a  man  in 
whom  is  the  spirit,  and  lay  thy  hand 
upon  him;  and  give  him  a  charge  in 
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their  sight."    And  Moses  did  as  the 
Lord  commanded  him. 

Joshua  led  the  children  of  Israel 
across  the  Jordan  and  began  the_  con- 
guest  of  the  land  by  taking  Jericho. 
As  one  ef  the  spies  he  had  entered  into 
iin  csigagomeiiL.  with  Rahab,  the  harlot, 
ii.ml  being  satisfied  as  he  took  the  city, 
that  she  had  kept  her  vows  to  keep  the 
approach  of  Israel  secret  from  the  peo- 
ple, he  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, and  he  did  it  faithfully.  "He 
saved  Bahab,  the  harlot,  alive."  He 
acknowledged  the  obligations  the  Isra- 
elites were  under  to  her,  and  tendered 
her,  in  the  name  of  Israel,  sincere 
thanks,  and  moreover,  he  rewarded  her 
by  giving  her  and  her  kindred,  citizen- 
ship and  a  portion   among   them. 

Joshua  continued  to  lead  Israel 
against  the  nations  inhabiting  the  land 
of  Canaan,  until  they  were  all  con- 
quered and  the  land  divided  among 
them,  as  the  lot  of  their  inheritance. 
He  did  not  retire  from  active  labor  and 
peril,  until  the  work  was  all  done,  and 
the  dangers  all  passed.  He  did  not  re- 
sign his  office  until  the  last  battle  for 
the  conquest  of  the  country  was  fought. 
And  when  he  did  retire,  he  retirod  la- 
den with  well-earned  laurels.  He 
was  the  general  when  they  fought  their 
first  battle  with  Amalck,  and  was  the 
first  on  the  battle-field.  Ho  continued 
in  command  until  the  last  battle  was 
over  in  the  campaign,  and  ho  was  " 
last  to  leave  the  field. 

He  was  greatly  honored  of  God. 
that  an  angel,  styling  himself  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Lord's  host,  came  to  hi  m 
and  conversed  with  him,  encouraging 
him  in  his  work,  as  he  was  before  Jen 
cho,  and  preparing  to  take  the  city 
Joshua,  V:  14.  It  may  have  been  the 
same  angel  that  appeared  to  Moses  at 
the  base  of  Horeb,  for  the  language  he 
uses,  is  very  much  the  same  as  that 
used  when  Moses  was  commissioned. 
Josh,  v:  15.  "Loose  thy  shoe  from 
off  thy  foot,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
;.l:i'u.':.-s:  is  holy." 

Joshua  received  from  the  children  of 
Israel,  as  their  leader,  an  inheritance, 
after  he  had  made  a  division  of  the 
conquered  land.  Josh,  six:  49.  This 
inheritance  consisted  of  Timnatu-serab,, 
iu  Mount  Kphraim,  where  ho  built  a 
city  and  dwelt.  It  was  comparatively 
little  earthly  reward  for  ihe  serv" 


which,  as  a  successful  general,  he  h  a  d 
idven  to  his  country. 

His  work  being  done,  he  delivered 
his  valedictory,  in  which  he  refers  them 
to  the  gracious  dealings  of  God  with 
them,  from  the  days  of  their  father, 
Abraham.  He  earnestly  exhorted  them 
to  abolish  idolatry  in  all  its  forms,  and 
tells  them  of  his  own  and  his  family's 
resolution.     Josh,  xxiv :  14-25. 

He  died,  being  one  hundred  and  ten 
years  old,  and  his  body  was  buried  in 
his  own  inheritance,  while  the  immortal 
man  ascended  to  the  association  again 
of  Moses,  Israel's  former  leader  and 
law-giver. 

JOSHUA,  2-£Josh'aa,]  the  Lord, 
the  Savior. 
Joshua  was  the  sou  of  JoKedecb, 
_e  was  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews, 
when  they  returned  from  Babylon, 
the  land  of  their  captivity.  Haggai 
i:  1-2,  and  Ezra,  iii:  8.  In  the  former 
passage,  he  is  associated  with  Zorub- 
babe-1  in  hearing  tin;  word  of  the  Lord. 
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latter  passage, 
ngaged  in  the 

work  with  his 
conxagmg  the  people. 

In  Kirdmriah  iii,  ;md  vi,  J  oshua  is 
represented  as  standing  before  the 
Lord  in  filthy  garments,  and  Satan 
standing  at  his  right  hand  to  resist 
him  and  accuse  him.  The  Lord  is 
represented  as  rebuking  Satan,  and 
arraying  Joshua  in  pure  raiment,  and 
not  long  after  that,  the  prophet  was 
directed  to  mate  a  golden  crown  and 
set  it  upon  the  head  of  Joshua,  the 
high  priest,  and  thereby  make  him  a 
type  of  the  glor" 


JOSIAH—  [Jo-si'-ah,]  the  fire  of  the 

JosiAn  was  the  son  of  Amon,  and  a 
king  of  Judab.  He  was  very  young 
when  he  succeeded  his  father  to  the 
throne,  but  eight  years  of  age.  2d 
Kings,  xsii:  1,  and  2d  Chron.  ssxiv:  1. 
While  ho  was  yet  a  child  ho  began  to 
bo  noted  for  bis  piety,  and  bis  zeal  for 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  At  eight 
years  of  age  he  began  to  seek  after  the 
God  of  David  his  father,  and  in  his 
twelfth  year  he  began  to  purge  Judah 
y.nd  Jerusalem,     Idolatry  w 
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among  them,  and  Josiah.  set  himself  to 
work  ilcs  troy  in  g  the  idols.  He  cut 
down  the  groves,  and  broke  down  the 
altars  after  he  had  binned  the  bones  of 
the  deceased  priests  on  them,  and  so  he 
cleansed  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  2d 
Chron.  xxxiv  :  5,  6.  He  also  extended 
his  reformation  over  the  ten  tribes,  and 
destroyed  all  their  idols  and  idol- 
temples,  and  broke  up  their  system  of 
idol  worship.  He  demolished  the  altar 
of  Bethel  alter  he  had  burned  dead 
men's  bones  on  it.  He  repaired  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  employing  many 
workmen,  and  using  much  material, 
i  i      li  money. 

While  IIi)kl::h  (he  liigh  priest  was 
engaged  in  repairing  tbc  temple,  ho 
found  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  Hoses, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  been  die 
original  one  put,  by  Moses  in  the  sides 
of  the  ark.  Shapban  the  scribe  in- 
formed Josiah  of  this  manuscript.  He 
had  it  brought  to  him,  and  a,  part  of  it 
read  in  his  hearing.  The  contents  of 
it  affected  him  greatly,  for  he  feared, 
as  the  law;:  it  contained  had  been  wick- 
edly broken,  that  fearful  judgments 
would  fall  upon  the  people.  Being 
deeply  affected  with  what  ho  considered 
was  the  peril  of  his  people,  he  sent  a 
deputation,  headed  by  Hilkiah  the 
high  priest,  to  tbo  prophetess  liuklali, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Shallum,  the 
keeper  of  the  royal  wardrobe.  Huldah 
received  the  deputation,  and  read  the 
book,  then  assured  them  that  what  was 
threatened  in  that  book  should  come 
to  pass,  but  yet  not  in  the  days  of 
Kins  Josiab.  The  stroke  should  bo 
delayed  on  account  of  (he  piety  of  the 
king,  and  his  great  grief  at  the  wicked- 
new  of  the  people. 

Josiab.  was  born  and  attained  the 
Kingdom  of  Judah,  as  we  have  seen  In 
an  a,;;e  of  idolatry,  and  wo  may  reasona- 
bly suppose  ho  was  vjivrcqmmitod  iviih 
many  important  things  written  in  the 
laws  of  Moses.  From  the  reading  of 
the  newly  found  copy  of  the  laws,  he 
discovered  that  the  three  great  solemt 
feasts  of  the  Jows  had  been  neglected, 
and  he  ordered  his  subjects  at  once  to 
make  preparations  for  celebrating  the 
feast  of  the  passover.  2d  Chi 
xxxv.  1.  They  killed  the  passe .  __ 
on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first 
month,  and  he  caused  his  subjects  to 
renew  their  solemn  covenant  with  God. 
In  the  account  given  of  this  feast    we 
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ibid  <Jii;-j.aU  eunipk'tod  his  work  of  re- 
formation. .Hi:  y (.:!:.! i-i >yc;d  the  sooth- 
sayers and  Sodomites  out  of  the  land, 
and  pulled  down  all  of  the  remaining 
idols.  Ho  filled  the  valley  of  Hinuom 
with  dead  men's  hones,  and  broke  down 
the  last  statue  oT  idolatry  there,  and 
nearly  all  his  subjects  turned  or  pro- 
fessed to  l rim  un!o  [.he  Lord. 

After  Josiah  had  reigned   ihii.-iy-ono 

fare,  his  kingdom  was  invaded  by  the 
big  of  I'iiL'.vpt,  and  ho  levied  a  large 
army  and  led  them  in  person  to  battle 
i'o  stop  tbo  invade;::-,  hh-J  wbiie  oamged 
in  the  battle  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo, 
the  archers  shot  at  him  and  wounded 
him  mortally.  As  soon  as  he  received 
the  wound,  he  reported  it  to  his  ser- 
vants and  they  placed  him  in  another 
chariot  and  took  Mm  to  Jerusalem, 
where  ho  died,  and  they  buried  him 
with  great  mourning  in  a  royal  sepul- 
chcr,  and  the  people  made  Jehnahaz, 
his  son,  king  in  his  stead.  2d  Chron- 
xxxv,  and  ^d  Kings  xxiii. 

Josiah  was  much  loved  by  the  peo- 
ple and  the  lamentation  of  Jeremiah 
over  his  death  was  joined  in  by  the 
army,  and  especially  the  singing  men 
and  the  singing  women,  and  the  prophet 
established  an  annual  lamentation  for 
Josiah. 

JOTEAM,  1— [Jo'-tham,]  perfec- 
tion of  the  Lord. 
Jotiiam  was  the  youngest  son   of 
Gideon.    When.  Gideon  died,  Abime- 
lech  who  was  an  illegitimate  son,  be- 

!!L<?  lli.e  -:o!i  o I'  the  OOiHi'.b.illO  iii  Slie- 
cher.i — usurped  authority,  and  rising 
up  slew  all  the  sons  of  Gideon  except 
Jotham,  who  fled  for  his  life  after 
hiding  himself  during  the  slaughter 
of  his  brethren.  Sometime  after 
Abimclcch  had  been  made  king  by 
the  men  of  Shoehorn,  Jotham  showed 
himself  to  them  and  charged  upon 
them  their  cruelty  and  injustice,  in 
countenancing  the  murder  of  his 
brethren,  and  placing  Abir.icloeh  over 
them  as  their  king.  Ho  addresses 
them  by  a,  parable  which,  it  may  be 
remarked,  is  the  oldest  parable  on 
record.  By  this  he  intimated  to  the 
people  that  while  his  father  and  wor- 
thy brethren  refused  to  reign  over 
Israel,  they  had  made  the  worst  and 
basest  of  his  father's  children  their 
king,  and  that  they  might  expect  to 
suffer  for  it.     After  he  hud  finished. 
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Lis  parable  lie    left  the  top  of 
hill  where  he  delivered  it,  and  fled  to 
Beer,  lest  Ahimclech  should  kill  him 

;■'.!.<  lie  did  lain  livothers.  Judges,' 
1,  21.  The  imprecations  he  utt'c 
against    the    men    of   Shechem,   and 

against  Abimcleeli  were  fulfilled. 


Jotham  was  a  king  of  Judab,  the 
sou  and  successor  of  Uzziah  or  Az> 
ariah...  We  learn  from  2d  Kings,  xv 
5,  and  2d  Chron.  xxvi :  19,  etc.,  that 
when  Uzziah  became  a  leper,  Jotbam 
or  Joatham,  became  the  acting,  ruler 
for  his  father,  he  being  confined  as  a 
leper  in  a  separate  house.  It  is  said 
Jotham  "was  over  the  house  judging 
the  people  of  the  land,"  When  the 
leper  king  died,  Jotham  whs  crowned, 
and  so  became  the  sole  governor,  after 
ruling  several  years  as  his  father's 
viceroy. 

.  He  was  twenty-fire  years  of  age 
when  he  began  to  reign.  As  a  king 
he  was  much  better  than  many  that 
had  reigned  before  him,  but  yet  he 
permitted  the  people  to  saerihee  in 
high  places.  Jotham  did  many  things 
that  were  pleasing  to  the  Lord.  He 
built  the  great  gato  of  the  temple,  or 
house  of  the  Lord.  He  fortified  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  built  cities 
and  castles,  and  towers  on  the  moun- 
tains of  Judab,  and  in  the  forests. 
He  fought  with  the  king  of  the  Ara- 
morites  and  prevailed  against  them,  so 
that  they  were  tributary  to  him,  and 
paid  him  large  sums  for  at  least  three 
years.  During  the  latter  part  of  his 
reign  his  kingdom  wan  invaded  by 
Rezin,  the  king  of  Syria,  and  Fckah, 
the  king  of  Israel.  He  seems  to  have 
died  a  natural  death  after  a  reign  of 
sixteen  years,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Ahaz  his  sou.    2d  Chron.  xxvii :  1,  9. 

JOZABAD,  1— [JoYa-bad.T. 

Was  a  captain  of  a  large  number  of 
the  Mauas.itcs  who  deserted  Saul's 
army  before  the  Mt.  Gilboa  battle, 
and  went  over  to  "David.  1st  Chron- 
icles xii:  20. 

JOZABAD,  2. 

Was  a  Levite  in  the  reign  of  Ilezc- 
kiah.    2d  Chronicles  xsxi:  13. 


JOZABAD,  3. 

Was  a,  Levite  in  the  reign  of  Jo- 
siab.    2d  Chronicles  xxxv:  9. 

JOZABAD,  4. 

Was  a  Levite  who  returned  with 
Ezra  from  Babylon,  and  like  others, 
had  married  a  foreign  wife,  and  was 
compelled  to  put  her  away.  Bz.  x: 
22.  He  is  probably  the  same  that  is 
referred  to  in  Neb.  viii :  7,  who  pre- 
sided over  the  outer  work  of  the 

JOZACHAR—  rJozVkar, 

Was  the  son  of  Shimeath,  and  was 
one  ofthe  murderers  of  king  .loath,  in 
the  bouse  of  Millo.    2d  Kings  xii;  21. 

JUBAL— [Ju-TraJJ  he  that  rum,  he 
thai  produces,  a  trumpet 

JrBAL  was  the  son  of  Lameck,  and 
Adah,  his  wife,  and  he  was  the 
brother  of  Jabfll.  i.ic  is  referred  to 
in  Gen.  iv:  21,  as  "the  father  of  all 
such  as  handle  the  harp  and  organ." 
Uy  this  we  understand  that  be  was  the 
inventor  of  musical  instruments — of 
all  string  and  wind  instruments — and 
in  all  probability  he  was  a  teacher  in 
the  use  of  instruments  in  that  early 
ago  when  the  science  was  in  its  infancy. 


Judah  was  the  fourth  son  of  Jacob 
by  Leah ;  and  in  the  record  of  bis 
birth  we  have  the  reason  given  for  his 
name  Judab.  His  mother  said,  "  Now 
will  1  praise  tile  Lord."  Gen.  sxis: 
35. 

When  Joseph  was  sent  by  his  father 
in  search  of  bis  brethren,  and  he  found 
them,  at  first  they  conspired  against 
him  to  slay  him,  Lnit  Reuben  interfered, 
and  they  cast  Joseph  into  a  pit  to  die. 
Judab  proposed  that  they  should  take 
him  up  out  of  the  pit  and  sell  him  to 
Midianitish  merchantmen,  in  prefer- 
ence to  being  guilty  of  his  blood  ;  and 
they  did  so,  all  joining  in  the  salo  ex- 
cept Reuben,  the  elder.  Gen.  xxxvii : 
26,  27 

When  Judah  was  a  young  man  he 
contracted  a  familiarity  with  Hirah, 
the  Adullamite,  and  ibis  (Viend;'hip  led 
him  to  form  an  intimacy  with  Sbuab, 
a  Canaanite,  which  resulted  in  mar- 
riage.   Shuah  bare  him  three  sons,  Er, 
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Onan,  and  Shelah.  When  the  eldest 
of  these  three  sons  was  yet  quite  young 
Judah  married  him  to  Tamar,  a  woman 
of  Canaan  ;  but  the  young  man  com- 
mitted sin,  and  the  Lord  destroyed  hit- 
life.  Judah  then  gavo  the  widow  the 
nest  eldest  son  i'or  a  husband,  but  he 
sinned  as  did  his  brother,  and  the  Lord 
slew  him  also.  Judah  then  gave  her 
the  promise  of  Shelah  for  a  husband 
when  ho  should  have  attained  a  proper 
age ;  but  bis  daughter-in-law  was  filled 
with  dip^ir-.f.  because  that  Judah  did 
not  fulfill  Ms  promise,  and  she  laid  a 
snare  successfully  to  entrap  him.  Hear- 
ing that  Judah  was  to  pass  along  a  cer- 
tain way  to  his  sheep -shearing,  she  laid 
off  the  garments  of  her  widowhood  and 
attired  herself  as  a  harlot  by  the  way- 
side. He  was  caught  in  the  snare,  and 
left  with  her  his  staff  and  bracelet  as  a 

S'edfic  that  bo  would  furnish  her  a  kid. 
ut  when  be  sent  the  kid  to  redeem 
his  staff  and  bracelet,  the  harlot 
soiia  and  could  not  be  found. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  until  Tamar 
was  reported  to  J  udah  as  having  played 
the  harlot,  and  as  being  with  child. 
He  immediately  gave  orders  that  she 
be  put  to  death.  She  then  exhib- 
ited the  bracelets  and  the  staff  that 
had  been  left  by  Judah,  and  thereby 
brought  his  own  sin  to  bis  remembrance 
as  well  as  the  wrong  done  her  in  failing 
to  give  her  Shelah  as  a  husband. 
Tamar  bare  him  two  sous,  Pharez  and 
Zarah.     Gen.  xsxviii. 

When  Jacob  sent  bis  sons  down  to 
Egypt  the  second  time  to  buy  com,  and 
reluctantly  sent  Benjamin  with  them, 
Judah  entered  into  the  most  solemn 
engagement  with  his  father  to  return 
Benjamin  to  him  safe.  And  when  it 
appeared  that  Benjamin  would  be  de- 
tained in  Egypt,  lie  plead  with  the 
lord  of  the  land  in  behalf  of  his 
younger  brother,  and  he  offered  him- 
self as  a  slave  instead  of  Benjamin, 
who  was  charged  with  stealing  the  sil- 
ver cup.  His  pleadings  were  so  affect- 
ing that  they  melted  the  heart  of  Jo- 
seph, and  he  could  no  longer  refrain 
from  mating  himself  known  unto  his 
brethren.     Gen.  xliv. 

Just  before  Jacob  died,  ho  predicted 
the  superiority  of  Judah  over  bis  breth- 
ren, and  declared  that  from  him  should 
come  the  Messiah,  and  that  the  king3 
should  descend  irom  him,  and  that  the 
apportionment  of  the  land  of  promise 
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that  should  fall  to  him  should  abound 
with  vines.    Gen.  xlix :  8-12. 

The  three  sons  of  Judah,  viz  r  She- 
lah, by  his  Canaanite  wife,  and  Za- 
rah and  Pharez,  by  bis  daughter-in- 
law,  became  the  heads  of  numerous 
families  forming  the  tribe  of  Judah.. 
When  they  went  out  of  Egypt,  their 
fighting  men  amounted  to  seventy- 
four  thousand  six  hundred,  with  Na- 
sbon,  the  son  of  Aminadab,  as  their 
head.  They  increased  nearly  two 
thousand  in  the  wilderness,  and  Caleb 
the  son  of  Jephunnoh,  was  their  s_py 
sent  to  search  out  the  land,  who  with 
Joshua  brought  back  a  favorable  re- 
port. And  they  marched  in  the  first 
division  of  the  grand  army  in  the  wil- 
derness.    Num.  i,  x.iii,  xxvi. 

The  tribe  of  Judah  were  very  active 
and  energetic,  and  successful,  in  ex- 
pelling the  Canaanites  from  their  laud, 
and  especially  from  that  part  of  the 
territory  apportioned  to  their  tribe. 
When  a  judge  was  selected  by  thorn 
hi  role  anions  (hem,  and  deliver  them 
from  their  enemies,  Othniel,  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  was  the  one.  Ho  was 
their  first  judge  and  deliverer.  Judg. 
iii.  Of  this  tribe,  in  the  time  of  king 
Saul,  the  first  king  of  Israel,  wo  learn 
it  was  extensive,  i'or  when  king  Saul 
warred  with  Wabash,  the  king  of  the 
Ammonites,  there  were  thirty  thou- 
sand of  the  tribe  of  Judah  with  him. 
1st  Sam.  si:  8.  And  so  when  Saul 
went  to  war  with  Amalck,  there  were 
ten  thousand  men  of  Judah  with  him. 

After  Saul,  David  was  king,  and  lie 
was  of  this  tribe  as  were  many  of  his 
successors.  The  revolt  of  the  ten 
tribes  from  Rehoboam,  under  Jero- 
boam, led  to  tho  establishment  of  the 
kingdom  of  Juibh,  of  which.  Jerusa- 
lem was  the  capital,  and  David's  pos- 
terity the  kings.  The  government  of 
Judah  remained  until  the  Messiah 
appeared  in  accordance  with  the  pre- 
diction, "  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart 
from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from 
botween  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come." 

JUDAS,  1.— [Ju'-das,]  tU  praise  of 
the  Lord. 
Judas,  or  Jtjds,  was  the  same  as 
Thaddeus  or  Lebbeus.  He  was  the 
son  of  Mary,  the  wife  of  Cleopas, 
hence  the  brother  of  James  the  less, 
and  the  eousin  of  our  Lord.  Acts  i ; 
13.     He  was  one  of  our  Lord's  apos- 
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ties.  Matt,  x:  3;  Martin:  18;  Luko 
ri:  10.  When  Jesus  instituted  the  last 
supper,  ibis  aposi.!<;  aikcdhini  I  lie  =];-;- 
iiilranfc question,  John  xiv:  '22,  "  Lord. 
how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifest  thy- 
self unto  us,  and  not  unto  the  world?" 
Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  "If 
a  man  love  rue  he  will  keep  my  words, 
and  ray  father  will  love  him,  and  we 
will  come  unto  him  and  make  our  abode 
with  him."  This  apostle  wrote  the 
Epistle  of  Judo,  and  it  was  probably 
the  last  of  the  epistles  written  by  the 


JUDAS,  2, 

Or  Judas  Iscakiot.  He  was  one  of 
our  Savior's  disciples,  numbered  with 
the  apostles.  He  was  placed  by  the 
Savior  in  charge  of  the  money  and  pro- 
visions that  tho  company  carried  about 
with  them,  He  was  in  good  repute 
with  his  brethren  until  Jesus  was  dos- 
ing up  his  ministry,  when  he  turned 
traitor  and  sold  his  Lord  for  thirty 
pieces  of  silver.  He  heard  the  Sa- 
vior's! preaching  and  witnessed  his  mir- 
acles, and,  for  aught  we  know,  him- 
self preached  and  wrought  miracles,  as 
did  the  other  apostles.  We  do  not 
know  that  he  was  inferior,  as  a  teacher, 
to  any  of  them ;  but 


be  exhibited,   in   tin;  history  giv 
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is  character.  We  may 
judge  ho  was  covetous.  Ho  loved  the 
world  too  much.  When  Mary  anointed 
the  Savior's  head  with  precious  oint- 
ment, in  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper, 
there  were  several  present  that  objected 
to  it,  and  Judas  Iscariot  was  among 
them  and  urged  objection.  Christ  re- 
buked him  and  commended  the  woman. 
It  is  likely  that  Judas  became  angry  at 
the  master  for  justifying  what  lie  pre- 
tended was  a  great  waste,  and  deter- 
mined on  revenge  by  betraying  Jesus 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  It  was 
not  long  after  this,  when  Judas  found 
the  chief  priests  and  ciders,  and  agreed 
to  deliver  him  into  their  hands  for 
thirty  pieces  of  silver,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  he  less  than  seventeen  dollars. 
It  was  probably  after  ho  had  made  the 
agreement  to  deliver  Jesus  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  that  he  was 
present  with  the  disciples  as  the  supper 
«sj  celebrated.  For  though  his  breth- 
ren did  not  know  what,  he  had  done, 
yet  Jesus  did,  and  he  plainly  told  them 


that  one  of  them  would  betray  him. 
John,  who  was  on  terms  of  very  great 
intimacy  with  Jesus,  asked  him  who  it 
was  that  should  betray  him,  and  Jesus 
told  him,  so  that  all  the  apostles  al 
once  learned  that  Judas  was  a  traitor. 
He  became,  it  is  likely,  enraged  at  be- 
ing thus  designated,  and  went  directly 
to  those  with  whom  he  had  made  the 
contract,  and  they  made  arrangements 
at  once  to  go  on  tho  expedition  of  ap- 
prehending Jesus  of  Nazareth.  lie 
led  them  to  the  place  where  Jesus  was 
—  the  garden  of  Gethsemane — and 
there,  with  a  hypocritical  kiss  and  salu- 
tation, he  gave  the  mob  the  signal 
whnm  to  apprehend. 

No  sooner  had  Judas  Iscariot  seen 
his  master  condemned  by  the  Jewish 
council,  than  his  conscience  began  to 
trouble  him,  and  the  heinous  wicked- 
ness of  his  conducl.  in  betraying  inno- 
cent blood  loomed  up  before  him,  he 
knew  not  what  to  do.  The  money  he 
had  secured  by  this  wicked  act  was 
detested  by  him,  and  ho  took  it  back 
to  those  from  whom  he  had  received 
it — confessed  to  them  that  he  had  be- 
trayed innocent,  blood,  and  would  no 
longer  keep  the  money.  They  would 
not  receive  it  and  place  it  in  the 
treasury  because  it  vras  the  price  of 
blood.  They,  therefore,  acting  as 
agents  for  Judas  to  whom  the  money 
belonged,  bought  tho  Potter's  field  to 
bury  strangers  in,  aud  while  they  were 
engaged  in  making  ilii>s  deposition  of 
the  money  Judas  himself  filled  with 
remorse  went  out  and  hanged  himself. 
Matt,  xxvii :  5.  The  author  of  tho 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  says  in  i :  18. 
"  Now  this  man  purchased  a  field  with 
the  reward  of  iniquity,  and  falling 
headlong  ho  burst  asunder  in  tho 
midst,  and  all  his  bowels  gushed  out. 
Some  think  that  the  rope  with  which 
lie  hanged  himself  broke,  or  that  the 
branch  of  the  tree,  to  which  the  rope 
was  tied,  gave  way,  and  ho  fell  and  his 
body  burst  asunder,  and  others  think 
that  the  word  hanged  might  be  ren- 
dered "choked  with  grief,"  and  that 
in  the  extreme  of  his  anger  and  agony 
he  threw  himself  with  such  violence 
on  the  earth  that  he  burst  asunder 
ami  his  bowels  gushed  out. 

After  Judas  had  thus  hanged  him- 
self, his  place  was  filled  by  the  selec- 
tion of  Matthias  to  be  numbered  with 
the  apostles.     Acts,  i:  26'. 
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JUDAS,  3—  2V  praise  of  the  Lord. 
Judas  of  Galilee.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  having  been  engaged  in  an 
insurrection,  by  Gamaliel  the  famous 
Jewish,  teacher,  at  whose  feet  Saul  of 
Tarsus  was  brought  up.  Acts,  sxii ; 
3.  When  the  apostles  were  appre- 
hended and  examined  before  the 
council,  this  learned  man  gave  very 
prudent  advice  to  the  council,  in 
which  he  refers  to  Theudas  and  Ju- 
das of  Galilee.  They  belli  raised  in- 
surrection. Judas  perished  and  those 
who  were  associated  with  him  were 
destroyed  or  dispersed.  The  Jewish 
historian  .loscphus  mentions  this  Ju- 
das of  Galilee  and  his  insurrection, 
and  says  that  it  was  when  Cyrenius 
was  governor  of  Syria,  It  is  thought 
he  based  his  insurrection  on  the  sen- 
timent that  it  was  sinful  for  Jews  to 
obey  a  heathen  ruler.     Acts,  v :  37. 


Was  a  friend  of  the  apostle  Paul,  to 
whom  he  wrote  a,  salutation  in  closing 
up  his  epistle  to  the  Romans.  Ro- 
mans  xvi ;  15. 

JULIUS— [Ju'Ii-us,]  downy. 

Julius  was  the  centurion  of  Au- 
gustus' band,  and  he  had  the  apostle 
Paul  committed  to  his  eare  by  Pestus. 
when  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Home. 
The  account  is  given  in  Acts  ssvii :  1. 
Julius  treated  the  apostle  kindly. 
At  Sidon  as  the  ship  in  which  they 
were  sailing  touched,  or  tarried,  for  a 
little  while,  Julius  permitted  Paul  to 
go  ashore,  giving  him  liberty  to  go 
among  the  christian;;  and  refresh  him- 
self; And  when  afterwards  in  the 
voyage,  the  vessel  was  wrecked  at  the 
island  of  Melita.  and  the  soldiers 
counseled  togeibcr  to  lull  the  prisoner 
lest  ho  should  escape,  Julius  kept 
them  from  it,  and  loosening  Paul  and 
the  other  prisoners,  he  commanded 
those  of  them  that,  could,  to  swim  to 
the  shore,  and  those  that-  could  not 


»si:i:!iv<:  broken  pn     ...  . 

ship,  and  they  did,  so  that  all  of  them 
i  to  the  laud. 


JUNTA— [Ju'niaJ  youth. 

Junia  was  a  christian  saluted  by 
the  apostle  as  a  kinsman  and  fellow 
prisoner.  It  has  been  thought  by 
some  that  Junia  was  a  woman  and  the 
wife  of  Andronicus.     These  two  per- 


sons may  be  looked  upon  as  having 
been  active  aud  zealous  in  propagat- 
ing the  christian  faith,  and  probably 
they  were  at  one  time,  fellow  prisoners 
with  Paul.  Romans  xvi :  7.  He  re- 
members their  virtues  and  holds  them 
In  high  esteem.  They  were  converted 
to  Christianity  before  Paul  was.  They 
may  have  been  joined  to  Christ  under 
his  ministry,  If  not  converted  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost. 

JUSTUS,  1— [Jus'tus,]  upright. 

Was  the  surname  of  Barsabas, 
Acts  i:  23. 


JUSTUS,  2-  Upright. 

Was  a  pious  man  in  whose  house 
Paul  preached  at  Corinth.    Acts 


Was  also  called  Jesus,  and  was  a 
fellow  laborer  with  Paul.  He  was 
associated  with  Aristarehus  and  Mar- 
cus, the  nephew  of  Barnabas.  They 
were  all  of  the  circumcision,  or  form- 
erly Jews.  The  apostle  says  of  them 
"  they  had  been  a  comfort  unto  him." 
Col.lv:  10-11. 

IZADMIBL— [Kad'-miel,]    God  of 
Ji.     rising. 

Was  one  of  tho  Levites  who  with  his 
family  returned  from  Babylon  with 
Zerufibabel.  He  is  also  called  Hoda- 
riah  or  Hoclaviah.  The  house  or 
family  of  this  man  was  prominent. 
Ezraiii:  9,  Neh.  ix:  4andx:  !). 

KALLAI-[Kal'-la-i.7 

Was  a  priest  in  the  days  of  Joiakim. 
lie  rtiin-esonted  nn  extensive  family, 
Neh.  xii:  20. 

KAREAII— [Ka-re'-ah.l 

Was  the  lather  of  "Johanan  and 
Jonathan  who  acknowledged  the  au- 
thority of  Gedaliah,  and  supported  it 
and  avenged  his  murder.  Jer.  xl : 
8-16,  xli:  lliandxlii:  1-8. 

KEDAR— [Ke'-dar,]   blackness,   sor- 

KbdAE  was  a  son  of  Ishmacl  and  the 
head  of  a  numerous  family,  called  the 
Kedarencs,  who  resided  in  Arabia.  Ho 
was  the  second  son  of  Ishmacl.  Gen. 
xxv :  13.  Like  nearly  all  the  Ishmael- 
ites,    the  Kedarenes  dwelt  in  tents. 
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._s  they  were  collected 

n  villages,  and  David  refer*  to 
ie  of  these  collections  of  them,  when 
ho  says  in  Psalms,  can.:  5,  "I  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  Kedar."  Ho  sought  refuge 
among  them  when  Ms  life  was  hunted  by 
Saul.  Their  greatness  and  wealth,  con- 
sisted chiefly  in  flocks  and  herds,  and 
Isa,  refers  to  it  in  xxi :  10,  and  Ix  :  7. 
'Hie  children  of  Kedar  traded  with  the 
ancient  Tynans,  in  sheep  and  goats,  as 
wo  learn  from  Ezek.  xxvii:  21.  The 
prophet  Jeremiah  predicted  their  eon. 
quest  by  the  Chaldeans.  It  is  declared 
that  Nebuchadnezzar  shall  smite  Ke- 
dar, their  tents  and  their  flocks  shall  be 
taken  away.  Jor.  xlix:  28.  And  when 
the  prophet  Isaiah  is  lu'ophcf.yini: 
gat'ding  the  kingdom  of  Cliriwt, 
the  ingathering  of  the  Gentile  nations 
to  him,  he  says  in  Isa.  Ix  ;  7,  "All  the 
flocks  of  Kedar  shall  be  gathered  to- 
gether unto  thee,  the  rams  of  Neba- 
iot.fi  shall  minister  unto  thee  ;  they  shall 
oome  up  with  acceptance  on  mine  altar, 
and  I  will  glorify  the  house  of  my  glory. ,! 

KEDEiMAH—  [Ked'e-niab,]  oriental 


s  the  youngest  son  ol 

Jshmacl.  Gen,  xxv;  15.  Like  other 
of  the  the  posterity  of  Ishmaol,  tin 
children  of  Kedemah  roved  about.  Jt 
is  supposed  that  their  territory  was 
mainly  eastward  of  Gilead,  and  that 
they  gave  the  name  of  Koi.hmolh  (o 
city  near  the  river  Anion,  referred  to  i 
Josh,  xiil:   lii.  and  xxi:  37. 


KEMUEL,  I— [Koi 


JJ  God-, 


Kesiuel  was  the  third  son  of  Nahor, 
He  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  been 
the  father  of  the  Kamelites,  who,  it  is 
thought,  dwelt  on  the  east  of  Syria, 
and  a  little  westward  of  the  river  Eu- 
phrates. 

KEMTJEL,  2.— God  is  risen, 

Kemuel  was  the  name  of  a  prince 
belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Ephralui. 
He  is  referred  to  in  Num.  xxxi.v  :  24, 
from  which  passage  we  discover,  that 


.stlie 


of  h 


in  dividing  I  ho  land  of  Canaan. 

KENAZ,  I— [Ke'-naa,]  this  nest,  la- 
mentation,, possession, 
Kekaz  was  the  fourth  son  of  Eli- 
phaz,  the  son  of  lilsau,  and  one  of  t  h  e 


Kenaz  was  the  father  of  Otlmiel. 
and  the  younger  brother  of  Caleb. 
Joshua,  xv:  17,  and  Judges,  i:  13, 

KEE.EN-HAPPT7CH— [Ker'-en- 

Hiip'-pueliJ   the  horn  or  child  of 

beauty. 

She  was  one  of  Hie  three  daughters 

of  Job,  born  unto  him  in  his  old  age, 

aud,  with  her  sisters,  more  handsome 

than  all  the  other  women  of  the  land. 

Job,  xlii :  14,  15. 

KETURAII—[Ke-tu/-rah,]  lie  that 
Jmms,  or  makes  the.  incmixa  to 
fume,  odoriferous. 

KT'lTIiRArT  was  the  name  of  a  wife 
of  Abraham.  Gen.  xxv:  1:  "Then 
again  Abraham  took  a  wife,  and  her 
name  was  Keturah."  When  the  pa- 
triarch married  this  woman,  we  are 
not  informed.  It  was,  in  all  proba- 
bility, in  the  life-time  of  Sarah,  the 
mother  of  the  child  of  promise.  Some 
have  thought  Keturah  the  same  per- 
son as  Hagar,  who  was  given  to  Abra- 
ham as  a  wife ;  but  this  is  not  at  all 
likely,  since  the  two  second  wives  of 
the  patriarch  are  so  distinguished  in 
their  history  and  in  their  descendants, 
Hagar' s  son  being  the  head  of  the 
powerful  nation  of  Tshmaeiites,  while 
the  sons  of  Keturah  were  the  heads 
of  powerful  tribes.  The  first  of  Abra- 
ham's second  wives  is  mentioned  as 
the  mother  of  the  one  son,  Ishmael, 
who,  though  disinherited  by  his 
father  and  sent  away  from  home 
when  a  boy,  was  present  when  Abra- 
ham dicdj  and  assisted  Isaac,  his  half- 
brother,  m  burying  him — while  Ke- 
turah's  sons  were  wis  in  number. 

These  sons  were  sent  away  before 
Abraham  died,  with  their  father's 
blessing.  Gen.  xxv  :  fi:  "But  unto, 
the  sons  of  the  concubines,  which 
Abraham  had,  Abraham  gave  gifts 
and  sent  them  away  from  Isaac,  his 
son,  (while  he  yet  lived,)  eastward 
into  the  cast  country."  The  object 
Abraham  had  in  view  was  to  avoid, 
any  disputes  among  them  as  to  inher- 
itance after  he,  their  father,  was  dead. 
lie  intended,  because  he  knew  it  w 
the  divine  purpose,  that  the  d 
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ants  of  Isaac  should  settle  in  the  land 
ofpromise.  He  therefore  went  them 
"  eastward  into  (ho  east  country  "  to 
proenre  them  habitations  and  inherit- 
ance, so  that  they  would  have  no 
occasion  to  dispute  with  Isaac  the 
settlement  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Kcturah  may  have  become  the  wife 
of  Abraham  shortly  after  Isaac  was 
boru,  or  about  the  time  that  Hagai, 
with  her  sou  Ishmael,  was  sent  away, 
and  these  sons  of  hers  were  born  unto 
him  when  he  was  a  very  aged  man. 

K  E  Z  I A  —  |  ke-zy'-ah,]  mperjices, 
angle,  cassia. 
Was  a  daughter  of  Job,  born  unto 
him  after  his  afflictions  were  passed. 
She  joined  with  her  sisters  in  making 
the  evening  ofher  lather' ii  life  pleasant. 
Jobxlii:  14,  15. 

KISH,  1—Hard,  difficult,  draw. 

Was  the  son  of  Abicl.  He  was  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin  and  a  man  of 
great  wealth  or  substance.  He  was  the 
father  of  Saul  the  first  King  of  Israel 
1st  Sam.  is.  Some  of  the  asses  of 
Kish  were  lost  and  he  sent  Saul  his  son, 
with  one  of  the  servants  to  search  for 
them,  and  it  was  while  Saul  was  search- 
ing for  them,  thai,  tho  prophet  Samuel, 
of  whom  he  went  to  enquire  anointed 
him  king. 


KISH,  2— Hard,  difficult,  straw. 

Was  the  third  son  of  G-ibeon,  and  is 
referred  to  in  1st  Chron.  viii :  30. 

KISH,  3— Sard,  difficult  straw. 

Was  the  second  son  of  Mahli,  and 
he  was  a  Levite.  Eleazar  his  brother 
died  having  no  sons,  and  the  sons  of 
Kish  took  the  sous  of  Mushi,  their 
father's  uncle,  and  placed  them  in 
offices  that  would  have  been  filled  by 
sons  of  Eleazar,  had  sons  been  boru 
unto  him.     1st  Chron.  xxiii :  21,  &e. 

KISH,  4 — Hard,  difficult,  straw. 

Was  the  son  of  Abdi  and  is  referred 
to  in  2d  Chron.  xxix:  12.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Merari  the  brother  of 
Mahli  and  Mushi.   IstChron.  xxiii:   21. 

KITTIM—  [Kit' -tim,']  they  that  bruwe, 
gold,  adoring. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Javan,  and 
the  grandson  of  Japheth,  and  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Gen.  X  :  4. 


KOR 

KOHATH-[Ko'-h3th,]con!7feo^(i'om, 
obedience,  to  make  blunt. 

Kohath  was  tho  second  son  of  Levi, 
hence  the  grandson  of  the  patriarch 
Jacob,  Gen.  s.lvi:  11,  and  from  him 
were  descended  the  extensive  family  of 
the  Kohathites.  He  was  the  father  of 
Aruratn  and  the  grandfather  of  Moses, 
Aaron  and  Miriam  Tho  Hebrew 
priests,  who  were  the  childrc  a  of 
Aaron,  sprang  from  Kohath.  Ex.  vi. 
It  seems  that  the  family  of  tho  Ko- 
hath i to S  numbered  eight  thousand  sis 
hundred  males  at  their  departure  from 
the  land  of  Egypt.  Num. hi:  28.  There 
were  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  of  them  that  were  fit  for  service, 
and  they  were  under  the  charge  of 
i-i!iicipii:iii.  tin!  son  of  V'/zid.  Num. 
iv:  36.  They  pitched  their  tent*  on 
the  south  side  of  the  tabernacle,  and  in 
the  marches  they  were  immediately  he- 
hind  the  tribe  of  Reuben.  They  were 
the  bearers  of  the  ark  and  other  of  the 
sacred  things  connected  with  the  taber- 
nacle.    Num.  x:  21. 

They  had  their  apportionment  of 
cities  made  them,  in  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan. The  number  and  names  of  the 
cities  are  given  in  Joshua  xxi:  20-26. 

The  names  of  the  chief  men  of  the 
Kohathitcs,  in  tho  time  of  David  and 
Solomon,  are  given  in  1st  Chron.  xxiii: 
12-20.  There  were  four  of  them— 
Shebuel,  Iiehabiah,  Jesiali  and  Mieah. 
The  first  two  men  were  descendant?  of 
Moses,  and  had  the  charge  of  the  sa- 
cred treasures.  1st  Chron.  xxvi:  24 
-25. 


prophet  who,  in  company  with  Zedc- 

kiah,  the  son  of  Maasci  ah,  prophesied 

lie;  and  were  slain  by  Nebuchad- 


nezzar, the  king  of  Babylon.     Jere- 
miah, xxis:  21. 

KOKAH,  I— [KtA-ah,]  bald,  frozm. 
Was  the  son  of  Esau,  by  his  wife 
Aholibamah.  He  seems  to  nave  been 
tho  third  son.  Gren.  xxxvi:  14,  and 
he  has  the  rank  of  a  duke  of  Esau  or 
a  prince  and  governor. 

KORAH,  2r-Bald.  frozen, 

KokAH  was  the  son  of  Izkar,  and 
tbc  great-grandson  of  Levi,  hence  he 
sustained  the  relation  of  a  cousin  to 
Moses  and  Aaron.      He  was  the 
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father  of  Assir,  Elkanah  and  Abia- 
saph.  Ex.  vi:21.  He  was  associated 
with  Dathan  and  Abiram,  in  envying 
.Moses  and  Aaron,  and  speaking 
against  them.  We  have  an  account 
of  their  rebellion  in  Num.  xvi,  in 
which  two  hundred  and  fifty  princes 
were  gathered  with  them  against  the 
leaders  of  Israel.  Koran  seems  to  be 
leader,  as  his  name  occurs  first  in  the 
trio,  and  Moses  speaks  unto  Korah  and 
the  company  with  him.  He  is  recog- 
nized at  the  head  of  the  mutiny.  He 
haughtily  upbraided  Moses  and  Aaron 
for  taking  too  much  authority  and  mak- 
ing themselves  (oo  prominent  in  the 
camp. 

Moses  meekly  replied  that  it  was  very 
wicked  in  them  thus  to  find  fault  with 
the  arrangement  of  the  Almighty,  and 
he  assured  them  that  the  Lord  would 
show  them  the  next  day  who  were  pro- 

fr  persons  to  officiate  in  the  priesthood, 
a  bade  Korah  and  his  company  come 
up  with  their  censers  prepared  with  in- 
cense, and  have  the  matter  about  which 
they  complained  tested.  They  accord- 
ingly did  so,  and  Korah,  Dathan  and 
Abiram  brought  up  together  a  large 
number  of  them,  and  induced  them  to 
rail  on  Moses  and  Aaron.  They  prob- 
ably suggested  to  the  people  that  God 
was  about  to  accept  their  incense,  and 
they  wished  to  have  a  large  number 
present  to  witness  the  acceptance.    God 


__  .  s  glory  overshadowed  the  taber- 
nacle. The  anger  of  God  towards  the 
mutineers  was  exhibited  as  he  ordered 
Moses  and  Aaron  to  separate  themselves 
from  them  that  he  might  destroy  them. 
They  begged  that  he  would  not  destroy 
the  whole  congregation  for  the  sin  of  a 
few_,  and  their  prayer  was  heard,  and 
their  request  granted.  They  then  un- 
der the  divine  direction,  ordered  the 
congregation  to  get  away  quickly  from 
the  tents  of  these  wicked  men.  They 
all  left  them  except  the  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  that  offered  iacensc  with 
Korah.  The  earth  opened  its  mouth 
and  swallowed  up  the  three  guilty 
leaders  with  their  tents  and  families, 
unless  it  he  that  some  of  the  sons  of 
Korah  who  were  not  with  their  father 
in  the  rebellion  were  saved.  Num.  xvi; 
32.  After  they  were  thus  destroyed,  tire 
from  God  consumed  the  twohundred  and 
fifty  men  also.  Num.  xvi  and  xxvi: 
3-11.     It  is  supposed  that  several  of 


the  Psalms  were  delivered  to  the  sons 
or  descendants  of  the  sons  of  Korah 
for  the  purpose  of  being  set  to  music. 
In  the  account  of  the  Levites  and 
their  families  in  1st  Chron.  vi,  several 
the  sons  of  Korah  are  referred  to 

,  and  in  1st  Ohron.  xxvi. 

_..  of  them  are  represented  as 
porters  to  the  temple. 

KUSHAIAH— [Kusli-a'-iah.l 

KusHAiAH  was  the  father  ot  Ethan, 
who  was  of  the  family  of  Mcrari,  and 
who  was  one  of  the  singers  engaged  in 
the  solemn  service  of  removing  the  ark 
to  Jerusalem  and  placing  it  in  the  tent 
which  David  had  prepared  for  it.  1st 
Chron.  xv:  17. 

LAADAN-[La-a'-dan.] 
Was  a  Gershonite,  who  was  con- 
nected with  the  sacred  offices  in  the 
time  of  David.  He  was  among  those 
wero  gathered  together  of  the 
princes  of  Israel,  with  the  priests  and 
Levites.  He  was  affected  |jy_  the  ap- 
pointment of  David  of  the  priests  and 
Levites  to  serve  in  the  snored  offices. 
1st  Chron.  xxiii:  8. 

LA  BAN"— [La' ban,]   while,  shining, 

Laban  was  the  son  of  Eeihuel  and 
Liie  brother  of  Rebekali  ■  hence  he  was 
the  unole  of  Jacob.  Ho  is  brought 
notice  in  connection  with  the 
reception  of  Elieaerat  Nahor.  Abra- 
ham had  sent  this  faithful  servant  in 
search  of  a  wife  for  his  son  Isaac ; 
and,  as  he  tarried  at  a  well  near  the 
city,  llebekah,  who  had  come  to  the 
well  to  draw  water,  entered  into  con- 
verse with  him.  She  kindly  drew 
water  and  gave  him  to  drink ;  then 
watered  his  thirsty  camels,  received 
presents  at  his  hand,  and  ran  home  to 
give  report  of  the  stranger  to  her 
father's  family.  Lahau  immediately 
ran  out  to  the  man  at  the  well  and 
cordially  invited  him  to  the  family  cir- 
cle. Laban  took  care  of,  and  gave 
food  to  the  camels,  and  brought  water 
to  wash  the  feet  of  Eliezer  and  the 
men  that  were  with  hiin.  Gen.  xxiv : 
2D,  &c.  And  when  the  stranger  made 
known  his  errand,  and  gave  the  family 
of  Eetbucl  the  reasons  that  he  had  for 
believing  that  the  Lord  had  prospered 
him,  and  that  it  was  the  divine  purpose 
thatRebekah  should  become  the  wife 
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of  his    master's    son,  Laban  acceded 
without  hesitancy  to  the  proposal. 

When  Jacob  left  home  with  the 
blessing  of  his  father  and  his  mother 
upon  him,,  in  search  of  a  wife,  he  went 
to  Padan-aram?  to  the  house  of  Bcthucl, 
and  took  a  wife  from  the  family  of 
Laban  his  mother's  brother.  lie  met 
Rachel  his  first  choice  at  the  well  near 
the  city,  and  made  himself  known  to 
her.  She  ran  and  told;  her  father,  and 
ho  camo  out  and  gave  him  a  friendly 
reception,  and  afterwards  he  agreed  to 
give  rfiieob  hi,  (hn.'-dilsv  i:<  wifT  in  lieu 
of  seven  years  labor.  The  labor  was 
performed  on  the  part  of  Jacob  and  he 
olaimed  at  Laban  s  hand  the  reward. 
The  marriage  was  arranged  for,  but 
Laban  deceived  Jacob  by  substituting 
Leah  for  Rachel,  and  then  defended 
himself  by  the  custom  of  that  land 
which  was  to  many  the  elder  before  the 
younger.  He  however  in  order  to 
pacify  Jacob  who  had  been  deceived, 
agreed  at  the  end  of  the  marriage  feast 
to  give  him  Rachel  also  as  a  wife,  if  he 
would  serve  seven  other  years,  which  he 
did.  Laban  then  fixed  upon  other 
wages,  and  Jacob  with  his  wives  still 
tarried  in  his  employ.  Gen.  ssis. 
Several  times  Lnban" changed  thewages 
of  Jacob,  but  still  kept  him  as  the 
overseer  of  his  flocks,  until  finally 
Jacob  determined  to  leave  hira,  and  go 
back  to  his  father's  land.  He  made 
known  his  determination  to  his  wives, 
and  they  both  acquiesced  in  his  wishes, 
and  agreed  to  go  with  then-  husband. 
Getting  all  things  in  readiness  they  left 
while  Laban  was  absent  from  home. 
As  soon  as  he  returned,  and  learned 
that,  they  had  gone,  he  pursued  after 
them  and  overtook  them  after  seven 
days  travel  in  iff.  Gilead.  I'  fe  (j!i;irp;cd 
Jacob  wiih  eonvruiltinf!  ;i  jiro.t  ivroj],'.; 
in  stealing  away  as  he  had  done,  but 
Jacob  gave  him  the  reason  why  he  had 
dono  so,  via:  "I  was  afraid  thou 
wouldsfc  take  thy  daughters  by  force 
from  me."  Laban  had  been  favored 
with  a  vision  from  the  God  of  Jacob 
advising  him  to  deal  justly  with  Jacob, 
and  he  did  so.  The  difficulty  between 
them  was  settled  and  they  entered  into  a 
covenant  to  do  each  other  no  harm  and 
continue  so  far  as  they  had  opportunity 
in  friendly  relations.  They  gathered 
together  a  lieap  of  stones  to  he  a  stand- 
ing memorial  of  their  covenant;  Laban 
called  the  memorial  Jegar-sahadutha, 
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id  Jacob  called  it  Galeed  which  sig- 
fics  "  the  heap  of  witnesses." 
They  stayed  together  in  the  mount 
all  day,  offered  sacrifice  unto  God,  and 
did  eat  bread  together.  Early  the  nest 
morning  they  parted  in  friendship. 
Laban  kissed  his  sons  and  his  daughters,. 
blessed  tlioni  and  returned  to  Iiih  home. 
Gen.  xxxl 

LAEL— [La'ch]  to   God,  to  the  Al- 
mighty. 
Was  the  father  .of  Eliasaph,  and  was 

the  chief  of  the  Gershonites,  who  had 
very  important  work  assigned  them, 
s. :    the  charge  of  the  (abernaclo  and 

it:-  sacred  fixture;;.     Num.  iii:  2S-27. 

LAHMI—  [Lah'mi,]  my  bread,  my 

Was  the  brother  of  Goliath,  the  Git- 
tito.     He  was  slain  by  Elhanan,  the 
of  Jair. 

LAISH-ELa'ish,]  a  Hon, 

Was  the  father  of  Phalli,  the  man  to 
whom  King  Saul  gave  Michal,  David's 
wile.  This  Laish  was  a  resident  of 
Gallirn.     1st  Sam.  xxv:  44, 

LAMBCE,  l.—fLa'-mech,]  poorr 

made,  low,  who  is  stmch. 

Lamech  was  a  descendant  of  Cain 
7  Mathusael,  and  is  referred  to  in 
en.  iv;  IS.     He  is  the  first  man  who 

reported  to  have  carried  more  than 
_.io  wife.  lie  was  the  first  who  prac- 
ticed poligamy.  The  names  of  his  two- 
wives  were  Adah  and  Zillah.  By  the 
former  ho  had  two  sons,  viz :  Jabel  and 
Jubal.  Jabel,  who.  was  tho  elder,  was 
the  inventor  of  tents,  and  roved  about 
with  herds  of  cattle.  He  is  called  the 
father  of  sucli  as  dwell  in  tents,  and  of 
such  as  have  cattle,  while  Jubal,  the 
younger,  was  the  inventor  of  musical 
instruments,  such  as  harps  and  organs. 
By  the  other  wife,  Lamech  had  a  soi* 
whom  he  called  Tubal-Cain,  who  was 
the  first  worker  in  metals,  no  had 
also  a,  daughter  whom  he  named  Naa- 
mah.     Gen.  iv:  22. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  jealousy  ex- 
isting between  the  two  wives  of  La- 
mech, the  one  toward  the  other.  They 
had  the  regards  of  each  other,  and 
aliko  the  affection  and  esteem  of  their' 
husband.  One  day  Lamech  approached 
his  wives,  and  with-  a  solemn  air  told 
them,  he  had'  slain  u  young  man.    It  Is 
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supposed  that  they  became  alarmed 
lest  the  death  should  bo  avenged  with 
his  destruction,  and  so  they  would  bo 
left  widow?;,  fie  quieted  their  fears  by 
telling  them  that  if  Oain  should  be 
avenged  seven  fold,  surely  Lantech 
seventy  and  seven  fold.  If  Gain,  who 
wasa-  cruel  murderer  of  his  own  brother, 
was  not  to  be  destroyed,  surely  bo  who 
had  slain  a  man  unintentionally,  or 
possibly  in  self-defense,  would  not  be 
destroyed. 

LAMEOH,  2— .[La'-mech,]  poor, 
made  law,  who  is  struck. 
Was  the  son  of  Methuselah,  and  is 
referred  to  in  Geo.  v :  25.  He  was  the 
father  cf  Noah.  Though  he  did  not 
live  to  be  a3  old  as  Methuselah  his 
Either,  yet  be  lived  to  a  pood  old  age, 
for  he  was  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  years  old  when  he  died,  which 
■was  probably  not  more  than  five  years 
before  the  flood  destroyed  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  old  world.  He  was  living 
when  Noah  was  engaged  in  preparing 
-the  ark  for  tlio  safety  of  bis  family. 
Fron    "  '  " 

by  I 


line  from  Adam.     Luke,  i 


:   36. 


LAPIDOTII  —  [L»r/-i-doth,]   enlight- 
ened, lamps. 

Lapidot;i  was  the  husband  of  (be 
prophetess  Deborah,  ivlio  delivered  her 

feople  from  the  hand  and  power  of  Ja- 
in, king  of  Canaan.  Jud.  iv:  4.  He 
seems  to  have  had  no  hand  in  the 
afi'airs  of  the  nation,  as  to  administer- 
ing the  laws  or  leading  in  the  army,  <n 
even  consulting  regarding  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  with  Deborah  oi 
Barak,  her  general. 

LAZARUS,  l-[Laz'a-nia,I|  the  help 
of  God. 
Lazakus  was  the  brother  of  Martli;. 
and  Mary,  who  lived  at  Bethany.  He 
was  a  disciple  of  our  Savior,  and,  with 
his  sisters,  was  strongly  attached  to  their 
Master.  Their  house  was  always  open 
for  the  reception  of  Jesus  when  at 
Bethany ;  and  we  may  judge  from  the 
account  given  of  the  Savior's  visit, 
recorded  in  Luke,  x  :  38-42,  that 
was  often  with  them  and  enjoyed  their 
Siospitality.  At  ibis  visit  Martha  wa> 
extremely  anxious  to  give  him  a  hand- 
some entertainment,  and  complained  to 
■Jesus  that  Mary,  her  sister,  had  left 
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her  to  servo  alone ;  for  while  she  was 
he  domestic  affairs  her  sis- 
iisicniijg  to  Lis  instructions  and 
receiving  his  admonitions  and  counsels. 
Jesus  did  not,  as  Martha  hoped  he 
would,  send  her  away  from  him  to  as- 
sist her,  hut  on  the  contrary,  com- 
mended Mary  and  reproved  her- 

A  few  months  before  the  Savior 
c!o;ied  bis  ministry,  Lazarus  fell  dan- 
gerously sick  and  died.  As  soon  as  the 
sisters  began  to  despair  of  their  broth- 
reeovory,  they  sent-  to  Jesus,  who 
then  preaching  and  teaching  be- 
yond Jordan,  and  informed  him  of  the 
sickness  of  Lazarus,  and  besought  him 
to  come  and  cure  bim.  Ifc  would  seem 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  case  was 
presented  to  Jesus,  that  bo  was  espe- 
cially attached  to  Lazarus ;  "Lord,  be- 
hold be  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick." 
Jesus  at  once  informed  his  disciples  that 
the  sickness  of  Lazarus  would  not  shut 
him  up  in  the  tomb,  orin  the  state  of  the 
dead,  but  would  result  in  a  manifesta- 
CJod's  power  and  glory.  He 
_  intimated,  though  the  disciples 
did  not  understand  it,  that  Lazarus 
would  be  raised  from  the  dead.  In 
order  to  make  the  miracle  more  noted, 
he  tarried,  when  he  was  beyond  Jor- 
dan, two  days.  Ho  then  intimated  to 
his  disciples  his  determination  to  go 
into  Judca  again.  They  tried  to  dis- 
suade him  because  of  the  persecutions 
he  had  met  with  when  last  there,  but 
be  would  not  be  turned  from  his  pur- 

Eise.  He  then  told  hih  disciples  that 
aaarus  was  asleep  ia  death,  but  be 
was  going  to  Bethany  to  awake  bim 
out  of  sleep,  or  to  raise  bim  from  the 
dead. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  after  Lazarus 
died  that  Jesus  with  his  disciples  came 
to  Bethany ;  and  being  in  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  Martha  went  out  and  met 
him,  and  poured  the  Borrows  of  her 
soul  out  in  his  hearing,  saying,  "  Lord, 
if  thou  hadst  been  here  my  brother  had 
not  died."  He  sympathized  with  her 
and  indicated  his  intention  to  raise  bim 
upfromthedcad.  Mary  afterwards  came 
out  and  addressed  him  in  the  same  lan- 
guage-used by  her  sister,  and  the  Jews 
that  were  friends  of  these  bereaved  sis- 
ters also  gn.l.hered  about  Jesus  and  ex- 
pressed their  feeling  and  sympathy. 
The  Master  himself  was  greatly  moved. 
''He  groaned  in  the  spirit  and  was 
troubled,"  and  asked  where  the  sepul- 
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cher  of  Lazarus  was  ;  and  as  they  went 
to  the  grave  he  wept" 

When  they  reached  the  grave  he 
hade  them  remove  the  stone  from  the 
mouth  of  it.  Martha  at  first  ven- 
tured an  objection,  hut  Jesus  an- 
swered her  objection  by  referring  her 
to  the  conversation  they  had  had 
when  she  met  him,  regarding  the  res- 
urrection, and  he  admonished  her  io 
believe  and  she  should  soon  see  a  dis- 
play of  the  glorious  power  of  G-od  in 
the  resurrection  of  her  brother. 

They  then  took  away  the  stone 
from  the  mouth  of  the  senulcher  and 
Jesus  lifted  up  his  voico  in  prayer  to 
God  the  father,  after  which  '  he  eried 
with  a  l(i ad  voice  Lazarus  come 
forth."  The  dead  body  immediately 
started  up  into  life.  lie  who  was 
dead  came  up  from  the  grave  freed 
from  the  power  of  the  monarch  of 
the  tomb.  Jesus  ordered  them  to 
take  off  the  clothes  with  which  his 
body  was  bound  for  burial ;  and  they 
did  so,  and  Lazarus  was  again  living 
— restored  to  the  home  and  hearts 
that  four  days  before  had  been  made 
desolate.    John,  xi. 

The  Jewish  priests  and  rulers  be- 
came very  much  enraged  at  this  mir- 
acle and  determined  to  kill  Jesus, 
and  Lazarus  also,  whom  he  had 
raised  from  the  dead— for  they  de- 
sired the  report  of  it  to  die  away. 
John,  xii :  10. 

A  1'ew  days  before'  Jesus  was  cruci- 
fied he  was  at  Bethany,  and  lodged  at 
the  house  of  Lazarus.  This  Bethany 
family  for  the  last  time  entertained 
him.  Martha  served  as  she  had 
been  accustomed  to  at  other  times. 
Lazarus  sat  at  the  table,  and  Mary 
anointed  the  head  of  Jesus  with 
costly  ointment.  Jesns  commended 
this  act  of  hers  and  deelared  that  it 
should  lie  spoken  of  to  her  honor  in 
all  the  world,     John,  xik  1,  8. 

How  long  Lazarus  lived  after  he 
was  raised  from  the  dead  we  know  not, 
nor  in  what  manner  he  met  death  the 
second  time. 

LAZARTJS,  2— [La*'-a-rus,3  the 
hd-i>  of  God. 
Lazakus    was    the   name  of  the 
poor  man  in  the  history  or  parable, 
it  is  denominated  of  the. '  Rich  m 
and  Lazarus.''      It  was  designed  by 
the  Savior  to  illustrate  the  doctrine 


future  state,  and  of  rewards  and 

Ennishments.  He  is  represented  as 
eing  a  very  poor  man  and  with  his 
:i'ty  sorely  afflicted.  He  had  no 
eor  shelter  of  his  own;  no  money 
■ro vision  and  very  poor  clothing. 
__ ..  had  his  position  at  the  rich  man's 
gate,  and  begged  the  crumbs  that  fell 
from  his  table.  His  clothes  were  not 
sufficient  to  shelter  him  from  the 
weather,  for  the  dogs  had  access  to 
'  '  sores.  He  was  a  feeble,  omaci- 
.  sulieviiift"  man.  .Nature  gave 
under  the  hardness  of  his  lot 
he  died ;  but  when  dying,  angols 
bent  over  his  failing  form  and  took 
possession  of  the  immortal  spirit  as 
soon  as  it  was  let  loose  from  the  clay 
tabernacle,  and  they  carried  it  into- 
the  heavenly  state.  We  hear  of  Laz- 
arus after  he  left  earth,  "in  Abra- 
ham's bosom." 

In  a  little  while  after  the  death  of 
Lazarus  the  rich  man  also  died,  and 
was  buried,  no  doubt  in  great  pomp 
and  splendor,  and  a  costly  monument 
i  raised  over  him,  while  the  form 
Lazarus  was  rudely  coffined  and 
laid  in  the  Potter's  field  or  stranger's 
burying  ground.  While.  Lazarus  was 
in  heaven  enjoying  the  companionship 
of  Abraham,  the  rich  man  was  in 
hell,  and  in  torment,  cal Is  ineffectually 
for  water  to  cool  his  parched  tongue. 
The  rich  man  saw  Lazarus  now  in 
paradise,  and  remembered  him  as  a 
beggar  at  his  gate,  and  ha  begged  that 
Abraham  would  scud  him  to  his  five 
brethren  and  warn  them,  lest  they 
also  should  come  to  that  place  of  tor- 
ment; but  this  request  was  also  de- 
nied him.    Luke,  svi :  19,  31. 

.It  makes  but  little  difference  to  us 
whether  this  account  is  real  history 
or  parable,  the  great  truth  it  is  in- 
tended to  teach  isthersame.  If  his- 
tory it  is  a  relation  of  facte  as  they 
have  been,  if  parable  merely,  it  is  a 
relation  of  facts  as  they  may  be. 

LEAH — [Le'-ali,]  weary,  tired. 

Leah  was  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Laban,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob. 
From  the  history  we  learn,  she  did  not 
become  the  wife  of  the  patriarch  by 
choice  on  his  part,  b  u  t  by  the  custom 
of  the  country,  and  the  management  of 
LaS.iaii,  the  father. 

Jacob  had  agreed  to  serve  Labau 
seven  years  for  Rachel,,  his  youngec 
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daughter.  But  when  his  service  was 
ended,  and  he  demanded  the  hand  of 
Rachel  in  marriage,  Lahan  made  a  great 
feast,  and  made  as  though  he  was  about 
to  meet  his  promise  to  Jacob,  hut  in- 
stead of  giving  him  Rachel  to  wiie,  he 
gave  him  Leah,  (hereby  deceiving  him. 
Jacob  was  dissatisfied,  and  ventured  to 
express  that  dissatisfaction  to  Laban. 
The  father-in-law  then  gave  as  his  rea- 
son (or  practising  the  fraud  upon  him, 
that  the  custom  of  that  country  was 
to  give  daughters  in  marriage  by  seni- 
o-rity.  The  eldest  must  be  married 
first.  This  was  not  only  custom  but 
iu  all  probability  it  was  law  in  the 
country  of  Mesopotamia ;  but  Jacob 
had  not  learned  that  fact,  and  hence 
his  dissatisfaction.  The  matter  was 
finally  settled  between  Jacob  and 
Laban,  by  the  latter  agreeing  to  give 
him  Rachel  also  t.o  wife  at  the  end  of 
i  lie  present  marriage  feast. 

Jacob  had  no  feelings  against  Leah, 
he  loved  her  as  a,  sister,  but  had  never 
meditated  marriage  with  her,  for  his 
affections  had  centered  upon  the 
younger  daughter.  lie  had  served 
the    proposed    time  for   her,    seven 

{ears,  and  the  seven  years  seemed  to 
im  as  days  for  the  love  he  had  for 
Lev.  Leah  was  an  amiable  woman, 
and  worthy  the  affections  of  the  shop- 
herd  who  was  destined  to  be  a  mighty 
man  and  the  head  of  a.  misrhry  nation. 
In  Gen.  xxix:  17,  it  is  said  "  Leah 
was  tender-eyed."  By  this  it  need 
not  be  understood  that  her  eyes  were 
weak  or  diseased,  for  it  may  mean 
that  she  had  a  soft,  delicate,  beautiful 
eye,  as  to  its  color  and  expression— 
that  her  beautiful  eye  was  an  adorn- 
ment that  her  sister  had  not — while 
Rachel  excelled  her  in  shape,  person 
and  carriage. 

Jtwas  quite  natural  for  Jaeob  to 
love  Rachel  more  than  Leah,  as  she 
was  the  object  of  his  first  love,  but 
yet  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  Jacob 
did  not  love  Leah  at  all  *  "because  it  is 
said  "  Leah  was  hated,'  Jacob  loved 
her  with  a  less  love  than  the  love 
he  bare  to  her  sister.  She  was  the 
honored  mother  of  Reuben,  Simeon, 
Levi  and  Judah.  She  was,also  the 
mother  of  Issachar  and  Zebulun  and 
of  Jacob's  daughter,  Dinah.  Thus 
we  behold  her  as  the  honored  mother 
of  one  half  of  the  heads  of  the  tribes 
of  Israel,     But  in  addition  to  these 


Gad  and  Asher,  two  other  of  the 
sons  of  Jacob  were  considered  Leah's 
children  because  they  were  born  unto 
2ilpah,  her  handmaid.  There  is  one 
other  cireuinstauce  worthy  of  record 
regarding  Leah — when  she  died  she 
was  buried  in  the  cave  of  Machpclah 
beside  Abraham  and  Sarah,  Isaac  and 
Rebekah—  and  Jacob  of  choice  was 
taken  when  he  died,  from  Egypt  by 
■■-"-  sou  Joseph,  and  buried  by  her 


LEBBEUS— [Leb-be'us,]  aman  of 
heart. 
Leubeus  or  Tiiaddetjs,  was  one 
of  the  twelve  disciples,  and  the  same 
as  Judas,  the  son  of  Cleopas  and 
the  brother  of  James  the  less,  hence 
i  kinsman  of  our  Lord.  Matthew,  x: 
!;  Mark,iii:lS;  Luke,  vi:  16;  Acts, 
:  13.    Sec  also  Judas  or  Jude. 


LE>rUEL-[Lcr 


el,]  God  with 


This  real  or  supposed  person  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Proverbs,  xxxi:_l,  and 
important  lessons  of  instruction  are 
given  him  by  his  mother.     Ithasbeen 

supposed  that  Lemuel  is   another 
me  for  Solomon.    If  so,  his  mother 

the  author  of  l.lioso  excellent  !(.■?■ 


LETUSHIM— [Le-ta'-ahhn.] 

Was  the  son   of  Dedan,  and  great 
grandson   of   Abraham   by   Keturah. 


LEUMMIM— [l.e-urn'-mim.] 

Was  the  son  of  i.Jeda.n, and  great 
grandson  of  Abraham  by  Keturah. 
Genesis,  xxv :  3. 

LEVI—  [Le'-yi,]  who  is  IveU  awl  as- 
sociated. 
Levi  was  the  third  son  of  Jaeob  and 
Leah.  His  birth  and  position  in  the 
family  of  Jacob  is  given  in  Gen,  xxix: 
34.  He  was  engaged  with  his  brother 
Simeon  in  revenging  the  disgrace  of 
their  sister  Dinah.  Together,  these 
two  brothers  deceived  the  Shecbeniites 
and  m ordered  them.  Jaeob  by  no 
means  approved  their  act.  He  remem- 
bered it  against  them,  and,  when  dy- 
ing, denounced  Levi  and  declared  that 
his  seed  should  be  scattered  about 
among  the  tribes  of  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan.   Jacob,  in  his  dying  words,  re- 
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ferrcd  to  tins  act  of  Simeon  and  Levi, 
Gen.  xlix:  0,  "0  my  soul,  come  not 
thou  into  their  secret,  &c.  He  asso- 
ciates tliom  together  as  having  insl.ru- 
nierits  of  cruelty  in  their  habitations. 
Gun.  xxxiv. 

Levi  had  three  sons,  viz :  Cershon, 
Koliath  and  Merari,  and  ono  daughter 
whoso  name  was  Jochebed,  who  after- 
wards became  the  wife  of  A m ram  and 
the  mother  of  (.he:  leaders  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  Ex.  vi :  16-20.  The 
sons  of  Levi  were  each  the  head  of  ex- 
tensivo  families,  called  the  G-ersh unites, 
Kohathites  and  Merarites.  Levi  him- 
self died  at  tho  ago  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  years.  Iiis  tribe, 
consisting  of  tho  above  named  families, 
was  not  as  extensive  as  some  other 
tribes,  at  the  time  of  tho  Exodus  from 
Egypt,  for  they  numbered  but  twenty- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-three males  that  were  over  one 
month  old. 

Wo  have  an  account  of  the  wicked- 
ness and  idolatry  of  Israel  at  Sinai,  in 
making  and  worshiping  a  golden  calf 
The  tribe  of  Levi,  to  which  Moses  and 
Aaron  belonged,  sinned  greatly,  and 
God  was  angry  with  them,  and  many 
wore  slain.  We  aro  informed  in  Ex. 
xxxii:  28,  that  three  thousand  men  of 
them  fell  in  the  slaughter  of  idolaters. 
They  were  faithful  in  cutting  them  off 
for  their  wickedness,  until  there  were 
no  idolaters  left  in  the  tribe  of  Levi. 
God  rewarded  them  for  their  seal  and 
faithfulness  in  this  matter. 

Aaron  and  his  immediate  descend- 
ants wore  set  apart  to  bo  priests;  but 
the  entire  tribe  of  Levi  were  not  to  he 
numbered  and  apportioned  as  llio  other 
tribes,  but  exist  among  the  other  tribes 
as  agents  or  actors  in  holy  things.  The 
whole  tribe  was  to  be  taken  for  taber- 
nacle or  sanctuary  service  and  to  min- 
ister unto  tho  Lord,  under  Aaron  and 
his  sons.  Moses,  under  divine  direc- 
tion, numbered  them  by  the  three  fam- 
ilies, gave  them  their  position  in  (he 
fraud  army,  and  appointed  their  chief 
be  family  of  (kivhon  bad  Eli;!:>aim 
as  their  chief;  the  family  of  Kohath 
Blhsapharj,  and  the  family  of  Merari 
had  Zuviel  as  their  chief. 

The  Levites  were  consecrated  to  their 
work  with  solemn  ceremony.  They 
were  to  bo  sprinkled  with  pure  water, 
to  shave  off  their  hair  and  wash  their 
clothes.     They  were  then  to  bring  two 


young  bullocks  to  the  door  of  the  tab- 
ernacle. The  hands  of  Israelites  were 
to  be  laid  upon  the  heads  of  tho  Le- 
vites,  thereby  resigning  them  to  their 
station  in  the  sacred  worship.  The 
Levites  then  laid  their  hands  on  the 
two  young  bullocks  and  offered  the  in, 
for  a  burnt  offering  and  tho  other 
___  a  sin  offering.  Thus  consecrated, 
they  were  required  to  walk  to  and  fro 
before  the  tabernacle  door  for  awhile, 
ibei'cby  signifying, that  they  were  dedi- 


wliieh  they  began  (his  : 
twenty-five,  and  they  closed  the  active 
service  at  fifty.  The  first  five  yearn 
was  a  kind  of  probation,  so  that  really 
they  were  thirty  when  the  active  service 
commenced.     Num.iv:  47,  and  Num. 

The  Levites  had  no  special  sacred 
apparel,  and  yet  they  performed  much 
sacred  work,  such  as  bearing  things 
pertaining  to  the  tabernacle  during 
their  tented  state;  afterwards  in  the 
land  of  Canaan  they  took  care  of  it 
and  its  !j;icrcd  tilings,  as  also  the  tem- 
ple and  its  furniture.  They  were  often 
engaged  in  teaching  the  people  and  as- 
sisting tho  priests. 

In  the  land  of  Canaan,  they  had 
forty-eight  cities  with  their  suburbs 
assigned  (hem,  dx  of  which  wore  ap- 
pointed a3  cities  of  refuge.  Some  of 
the  judges  of  Israel  wore  Levites,  as 
Eli  aud  Samuel.  1st  Samuel;  and 
(ho  tribe  was  quite  numerous  in  tho 
days  of  the  kings.  More  than  eight 
thousand  were  engaged  in  the  corona- 
tion ceremonies  of  David,  and  there 
were  thirty-eight  thousand  of  them  fit 
for  service  during  .David's  time.  We 
are  informed  that  twenty-four  thou- 
sand of  them  officiated  in  the  service 
of  the  tabernacle  or  temple  ;  six  thou- 
sand of  them  were  judges ;  four  thou- 
sand-were  porters,  and  four  thousand 
were  musicians.  They  were  divided 
into  twenty-four  classes  or  courses, 
and  had  their  service  appointed  them 
by  lot.    1st  Chvon.  xii.  xxiii,  and  xxvi. 

The  Levites  refused  to  remain  with 
the  idolatrous  Jeroboam.  Very  many 
of  them  {eft  his  kingdom  and  returned 
t»  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  where  Jeru- 
salem and  the  temple  were  and  the 
worship  of  the  true  God  continued. 
They  were  teachers  of  religion,  and 
we  learn  that  Jehoshaphat  sent  them 
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ull  through  liis  kingdom  with  ..... 
prince:!  to  leach  (he  people.  They 
wore  very  active  in  i In.:  reform  of  the 
young  king  Josiah ;  they  directed  in 
the  repairs  of  the  temple,  and  assisted 
at  the  solemn  passover.  2d  Chrou. 
si  and  xii ;  abio  xix  to  xxxv. 

Many  of  them  were  carried  into 
Babylon  and  wen:  in  captivity  there, 
but  f;osnc  of  tlicni  returned  witliZerub- 
babel,  others  with  Ezra,  and  ten  of 
them  are  mentioned  in  Ezra  x :  2iS. 
21,  as  putting  away  strange  wives  they 
had  married  in  Babylon,  Some  of 
them  assisted  Nehemiah  ia  reading 
the  law  at  his  solemn  fast,  Neh.  viti, 
and  is.,  and  seventeen  of  them  sub- 
scribed to  Nehemiah's  covenant  for 
reformation.  Weh.  x.  Nehemiah  re- 
quired the  people  to  attend  to  the 
tithes  due  the  Levi  tea,  as  their  neglect 
had  mado  it  necessary  for  them  to  go 
into  other  employments  instead  of 
being  faithful  to  the  temple  service. 
Nehemiah  x. 

The  Levites  became  dewKmibMv.l 
greatly  after  our  Savior's  death,  for 
they  tell  us  the  high  priesthood  was 
disposed  of  to  the  highest  bidders, 
while  the  common  Lcvites  wore  the 
"1  had  not 
e  ilio  tribe 


LIBNI—  [Lib'ni,]  white,  whiteness. 

Libni  was  jthe  son  of  Gerahon,  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  His  family,  with 
the  family  of  his  brother  Shiini,  had 
the  charge  of  the  tabernacle  of  the 
congregation,  that  is,  so  much  as  per- 
tained to  the  curtains,  and  coverings, 
and  cords.  Exodus  vi:  IT.  Num- 
bers, iii:  25, 

LOIS— [Wis,]  better. 

Lois  waa  the  mother  of  Eunice, 
and  the  grandmother  of  Timothy. 
'Wi!  may  gather  from  the  toHtirnmy 
of  Paul  viynvi'lii!.';'  tin:  piety  of  tlicrje 
women,  that  while  Timothy  owed 
much  to  the  instructions  of  his 
mother;  ho  also  owed  much  to  his 
grandmother.  She  taught  Eunice, 
and  associated  herself  with  her  daugh- 
ter in  raising  up  the  son  "in  the  nur- 
ture and  admonition  of  the  Lord." 
Paul  said,  2d  Timothy,  i:  5,  "When 
I  call  to  remembaran.ee  the  unfeigned 
faith  that  is  in  thee  which  dwelt  first 
in  thy  grandmother  Lois,  and  thy 


mother,  Eunice."  And  referring  to 
Timothy's  early  education,  ho  says, 
"from  a  child,  thou  hast  known  the 
holy  scriptures,  which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation  through 
faith  which  is  in  Jesus  Christ."  2d 
Timothy,  iii:  15. 

LOAM  M  I— [Lo-am'mi,]  not  my 
people. 
was  one  of  the  sons  of  the  prophet 
Hosca,  by  Gomcr,  the  daughter  of 
Dibliam.  The  name  is  significant  of 
a  future  event.     Hosea,  i:  9, 

LO-RtTHAMAH-fLo-m-hay'niah] 

not    limri-ng   (jhl.ain.rjl    mercy,   not 

pitied. 

Was  the  daughter  of  the  prophet 

Hosea,  by  G-omer,  the  daughter  of 

Dibliam,  and  her  name  w.'m  ?:igri.ilicant 

of  a  future  event.     Hosea,  i :  (j. 

LOT— wrapt  up,  myrrh,  rosCii. 

Lot  was  the  son  of  Haran,  and  a 
nephew  of  Abraham,  and  some  suppose 
the  brother  of  Sarnli  the  wifo  of  the 
great  Patriarch.  If  Sarah  was  the 
daughter  of  Haran  and  tho  grand- 
daughter of  Terah,  and  the  same  as 
Iscaii  referred  to  in  Gen.  xi:  29,  then 
she  was  the  sister  of  Lot.  But  of  this 
we  cannot  be  certain.  After  the  death 
of  Haran,  Lot  traveled  with  Abraham 
and  lived  with  him.  They  went  down 
together  into  Egypt,  and  tarried  during 
a  famine  there.  Together  they  left 
Egypt  and  went  into  the  southcountry 
and  pitched  their  teats  between  Bethel 
audllai.  Lot  and  Abraham  were  loth 
quite  wealthy,  and  their  wealth  con- 
sisted in  extensive  flocks  and  herds. 
So  extensive  that  the  land  would  not 
afford  pasturage  for  them  both.  There 
was  a  difficulty  between  the  herdsmen 
of  Lot  and  Abraham,  probably  regard- 
ing the  pasturage,  and  when  Abraham 
learned  it  he  made  a  peaceful  offer  to 
Lot  to  separate,  which  offer  was  accepted 
on  the  part  of  Lot,  and  he  chose  the 
country  about  Sodom  for  bis  residence 
and  pasturage.     So  the  two  separated. 

It  was  not  long  until  the  Sodomites 
began  to  develop  great  wickedness  of 
heart.  Lot  saw  it,  mourned  over  it, 
and  his  very  life  becamo  a  burden  unto 
him.  God  punished  the  wicked  people 
of  that  country  by  permitting  the  con- 
federate kings  to  conquer  and  ravage 
their  country,  and  carry  them  captive. 
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Lot  himself  and  his  family  were  taken 
captive,  but  Abraham,  Lis nncla,  hearing 
of  it,  armed  bis  trained  servants  horn 
in  his  own  house,  and  pursued  after 
Ohedorlaomer  and  recovered  Lot  and 
his  family  and  goods. 

A  Jew  years  after  that  God  deter- 
mined to  desiroy  the  cities  of  the  plain 
of  which  Sodom  was  one,  by  fire  and 
brimstone  from,  heaven.  Lot  was  vis- 
ited by  two  angels,  and  with  his  family 
hastened  out  of  the  city  before  it  was 
destroyed.  These  angels  had  feasted 
with  Abraham,  and  made  known  the 
divine  will  und  purpose  to  destroy 
Sodom.  They  wen  I,  on  to  the  city  wearied 
and  fatigued  with  travel.  Lot  saw  them, 
and  begged  of  them,  that  they  would 
come  iu  and  lodge  that  night  in  h: 
house.  Atiirst  they  manifested  a  di; 
position — probably  to  try  his  hosp 
tality— to  stay  all  night  in  the  slrcci, 
but  ho  pressed  them  to  come  in,  and 
they  did.  and  ate  with  him. 

Scarcely  was  the  repast  over 
rabble  crowd  of  Sodomites  beset  the 
house  of  Lot,  and  demanded  that  be 
bring  out  the  strangers,  that  they  might 
insult  them,  but  lie  would  not.  They 
became  furious  and  rushed  at  the  door 
to  break  it.  down,  but  the  ang 

Lot  in  and  shut   the  door,   i 

it  securely,  then  smoto  the  wicked 
crowd  with  blindness.  They  became 
confused  anil  astonished,  and  at  last  left 
the  habitation  of  Lot  and  went  to  their 
homes.  The  angels  then  informed  Lot 
of  the  divine  determination  to  destroy 
the  City  "of  Sodom,  and  the  other  cities 
of  the  plains,  for  the  wickedness  of  the 
people,  and  they  bade  him  with  hi: 
relations  leave  the  place.  lie  sent  ti 
his  intended  sons-in-law  and  beggec 
them  to  go  with  him  and  his  wife  anc. 
daughters;  but  they  would  not.  Early 
the  next  morning  Lot,  his  wife,  and 
two  unmarried  daughters  left  Sodom, 
urged  by  the  angels,  and  started  for  the 
mountains. 

They  were  warned  to  flee  and  not 
tarry,  or  look  back.  Lot  felt  an 
iety  to  have  a  home  in  some  town  or 
village,  and  not  in  (lie  mountains  that 
were  inhabited  but  by  wild  beasts 
and  he  asked  for  the  privilege  of  flee- 
ing to  Zoar,  which  was  the  smallest 
of  the  live  cities  marked  for  destruc- 
tion. The  Lord  granted  this  request, 
and  permitted  him  to  go  there.  When 
lie  arrived  at  Zoar,  there  was 


LUC 

__  his  family  than  when  he  started 
from  Sodom.  Tor  some  cause  or 
other,  his  wife  had  disobeyed  the  di- 
vine command,  and  was  overtaken  by 
tho  vengeance  of  the  Almighty.  She 
became  a  pillar  of  salt,  while  tho 
c.iiie.-i,  wiih  flieii' mliaTiitiints,  were  de- 
stroyed. Lot  was  afraid  to  dwell  in 
Zoar.  It  may  be,  he  could  view  from 
that  place,  the  desolated  and  ruined 
country,  and  possibly  he  could  see  the 
saline  monument  into  which  his  wife 
was  turned,  and  so  shocking  was  the 
sight  of  the  country,  and  the  destruc- 
tion that  bad  befallen  his  wife,  that 
ho  retired  to  the  mountains,  where  he 
was  first  hidden  to  go.  It  was  while 
he  dwelt  in  the  mountains  beyond 
Zoar  with  his  daughters,  that  he  com- 
mitted sin  against  God  in  indulging 
in  drunkeness,  and  evil  concupiscence. 
The  snare  was  set  by  his  daughters, 
and  ho  was  entrapped.  The  sin  Lot 
committed  here  was  almost  the  only 
blemish  in  bis  moral  conduct. 

Both  the  daughters  bare  a  son,  and 
the  elder  called  (he  name  of  her  son 
Moab,  and  be  was  the  father  of  the 
Moabites ;  and  the  younger  called  the 
name  of  her  son  Ben-ammi,  and  he 
was  the  father  of  the  Ammonites. 
Both  of  these  two  powerful  tribes 
seemed  to  bo  under  the  malediction 
of  Heaven.  The  Moabites  became 
gross  idolaters,  and  the  Ammonites 
who  dwelt  near  them,  engaged  with 
them  in  their  idolatries,  and  they  were 
alike  enemies  to  Israel.  Judges,  si: 
24;  Dent,  xxiii:  3-4. 

it  can  hardly  be  supposed,  from 
what  is  recorded  regarding  Lot  in 
Genesis,  xiii :  5-13,  that  ho  became  a 
vicious  and  wicked  man,  as  there  is 
but  a  single  wicked  act  recorded. 
Nor  docs  Peter,  in  his  epistle,  2d 
Epistle,  ii:  6-8,  even  condemn  him, 
as  we  are  accustomed  to  condemn  this 
act,  though  he  had  a  knowledge  of  it. 

LOTAN— [Lo'tauQ 

Was  the  son  oi'Seir,  the  Hovitc, 
whose  posterity  is  referred  to  in  Gen- 
esis, sxxvi :  20. 

LUCIFER— [Lu'ci-fer,]  bringing 
light. 
Lucifer  is  a  title  by  which  the 
prophet  Isaiah  describes  the  proud 
tyrant  and  wicked  king  of  Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar.     Hi,:>  glory  and 
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power  is  represented  as  far  surpassing 
that  of  otter  kings.  Isaiah,  xiv :  13 
"How  art  thou  fallen,  0  LucifcT," 
&c.  The  title  is  used  to  represent  the 
head  of  the  fallen  angels,  and  the 
king  of  Babylon  is  compared  to  him. 

LUCIUS— IXn'shi-uA,]  i*mwi«a. 

Of  Cyrano,  was  probably  the  same 
as  Lute,  the  author  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  and  thegospel.  He  is 
referred  to  in  Acts,  xiii :  1. 

LUD  OE  LUDLN,  l—Matoiiiy,  gen- 
eration. 
Lud  or  Ltjdi 


a  full  and  clear  account  of  the  two  dis- 
ciples that  journeyed  to  Emmaus,  and 

received  evidence  satisfactory  to  them, 
(hat  their  lord  had  risen  from  [lie  dead. 
The  strong  probability  is  that  ho  was 
one  of  the  two,  for  he  gives  the  name 
of  Cleopas.  but  not  of  his  traveling  com- 
panion. As  he  relates  the  eireum stance 
so  clearly  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter 
of  his  gospel,  it  is  quite  likely  that  he 
'.at  oilier  disciple,"    and  mod- 


is  :  22.  He  is  supposed  to  be  the  pro- 
geuiture  of  those  Lydians  who  dwelt 
in  lesser  Asia,  who  became  a  very 
'wicked  people,  and  one  of  the  proph- 
ets refers  to  Lud,  or  the  descendants 
of  Lud,  who  were  ignorant  of  God, 
and  had  not  seen  his  glory,  amoDg 
whom  he  would  exile  some  of  the 
Jews  for  their  wickedness.  Isaiah, 
Ixvi:  19. 

LUD  or  LUDIM,  2— Maturity  gen- 
eration. 
LOD  or  Ltjdim  was  the  Bon  of  Mia- 
raim,  probably  the  elder  son,  as  he  if 
named  first  of  the  sons  in  Genesis,  x 
115.  His  descendants  are  supposed  tc 
he  the  same  as  the  .Nubians,  who  set- 
tled on  the  south  or  west  of  Egypt 
They  verc  famous  as  archers,  and  arc 
referred  to  in  Jeremiah,  xlvi :  9,  as 
helping  Pharaoh-noeho  against  the 
Chaldeans ;  but  Ezekicl,  sxx :  5,  tells 
us  that  those  Lydians,  with  those 
whom  they  were  in  league,  Khali  be 
exterminated. 

LUlCli — Luminous. 

Luke  was  an  Evangelist,  the  author 
of  the  gospel  bearing  that  name,  and 
also  the  author  of  the  "Acts  of  the 
apostles."  He  waa  a  native  of  Antioch, 
and  by  profession  a  physician.  _  He 
eanie  we  suppose  during  Christ's  r 
istry  a  disciple,  and  constant  attendant 
on  the  master.  His  gospel  or  history 
of  Jesus  Christ,  is  very  complete,  there 
are  several  important  circumstances  re- 
lated, that  are  not  mentioned  by  Mat- 
she-w  and  Mark.  He  record;,  incident;, 
in  Jesus'  public  hie.  and  rehires  para- 
bles and  instructions  that  the  other 
Evangelists  omit.     He  gives  especially 


writers  do.  In  Luke  i:  2  ho  profess 
io  be  an  eye-witness  of  the  scenes  and 
circumstances  he  is  about  to  relate. 
Ho  seems  to  have  written  or  directed 
his  gospel  as  also  the  Acts  of  the  Apos- 
tles, to  a  noted  Christian,  and  special 
friend  of  his, whose  name  was  Theopbi- 
Lukei;  3.  Acts  i:  1.  In  bis 
gospel  ho  has  given  a  clear  and  satis- 
factory account  of  (ho  birth  of  Jesus, 
and  his  genealogy  by  the  side  of  Mary, 
his  real  mother,  calling  Joseph  (ho  son 
of  Heli,  who  was  (ho  son-in-law,  having 
married  Mary,  Heli's  daughter.  His 
account  of  the  messenger,  or  forerunner 
of  Messiah  is  very  clear  and  satisfactory, 
lie    gives  the  names,    character  and 

Josition  of  John  tlio  Baptist's  parents, 
ohn's  birth  and  life,  and  work  and 
death.  He  gives  the  important,  testi- 
mony of  (he  aged  Simeon  regarding 
Christ's  Messiahship,  and  the  tes- 
timony of  the  aged  widow  Anna.  He 
gives  the  conversation  of  Jesus  with 
the  doctors  in  the  temple  when  but 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  gives  several 
striking  parables  which  are  omitted  in 
the  other  gospels.  The  parable  of  the 
good  Samaritan  ;  prodigal  son  ;  rich 
man  and  Lazarus;  also,  the  unjust 
judge,  and  the  Publican  and  Pharisee, 
who  went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray. 
He  relates  the  cure  of  the  woman  who 
bad  been  bowed  down  by  a.Ulictioii  for 
eighteen  years;  the  cleansing  of  the  ten 
lepers;  the  restoring  to  life  of  the 
widow's  son  at  Nain.  He  gives  the 
account  of  Zacchens  and  his  conversion. 
It  is  not  very  certain  whether  Luke 
was  a  Jew  or  a  Gentile  but  the  proba- 
bility is  that  ho  was  a  Jew.  Some  have 
supposed  he  was  a  kinsman  of  Paul ; 
they  think  that  Lucius  named  in  Bom. 
xvi :  21  was  the  same  as  Luke.  He 
was  a  companion  of  that  apostle,  trav- 
eled extensively  with  him,  a  n  d 
frequently  in  giving  the  travels  of  Paul 
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he  associates  himself  with  him,  or  in 
writing  his  account  ho  uses  tho  first 
person  plural.  In  Acta  xvi:  11, 
Wherefore  loosing  from  Troaa  wo 
came  with  .1  straight  course  to  Samo- 
thracia."  This  gives  us  to  understand 
that  Luke  was  with  Paul  on  his  first 
voyage,  and  visit  to  Macedonia,  and 
when  Paul  reached  Philippi  lie  and  Luke 
probably  separated  for  a  time,  for  as 
Luko  continues  the  account  of  the 
apostle's  travels  and  labors,  in  his 
writing  lie  uson  the  third  person  plural. 
Acts  xvii:  1.  "Now  when  they  had 
passed  through  Amphipohs,  &e,"  but 
after  that  lie  rises  the  first  person  again, 
Acta  ss:  5,  C.  "These  going  before 
tarried  for  us  at  'JVoas,"  &e.  "We 
Bailed  from  PhUippi."  We  may  loam 
from  2d  Tim.  iv:  1 1,  Philemon  twenly- 
fourth  verse.  Col.  iv:  14,  that  Luke 
"the  Moved  physician,"  was  with 
Paul  during  the  years  of  his  eoniine- 
n.ieut  aa  a  iivktocs'  st  Rome. 

It  is  supposed  that  he  was  more 
learned  than  cither  of  tho  other 
evangelists.  His  language  is  consid- 
ered more  varied,  copious  and  pure 
and  his  style  of  writing  generally 
superior  to  the  stylo  of  tho  others. 
It  13  not  known  when  he  died  or  where : 
historians  have  not  mentioned  iiiia 
among  those  who  suffered  martyrdom, 
hence  we  may  suppose  he  died  a 
natural  death. 

LYDIA— [Xyd'-i-a.] 

Lydia  was  a  woman  who  had  been 
born  in  Thyatira,  but  was  a  seller  of 
purple,  or  purple  silks  in  Philippi. 
It  in  not  certain  whether  she  was  a 
Jewcs3  or  a  Gentile.  From  the  ac- 
count given  of  her  in  Acts,  xvi :  14, 
15,  wo  suppose  she  was  a  worshiper 
of  God,  but  became  a  convert  to  tho 
Christian  religion  through  the  preach- 
ing of  Paul  at  the  river  side,  not  far 
from  the  city  of  Philippi,  where  she 
was  engaged  in  her  calling.  Her 
employment  was  honorable  and  de- 
manded attention  and  application,  but 
she  found  time  to  worship  God  ac- 
cording to  the  knowledge  she  had, 
and  was  probably  very  devout  in  Iict 
worship ;  but  she  heard  the  apostle 
preach  on  that  memorable  Sabbath 
after  be  arrived  in  tho  country  of 
Macedonia.  And  die  did  not  hear 
the  word  preached  in  vain;  it  was 
made  iiiuii'iLiueii.tal  Li  Lei1  conversion. 


"  The  Lord  opened  her  heart  and 
she  attended  to  those  things  which 
were  spoken  of  Paul."  She  at  once 
iicknowiedgod  I  he  tmt.h,  declared  her 
faith  in  Christ,  and  openly  took  upon 
herself  bis  name  and  the  obligations 
of  his  religion.  She  was  baptised 
with  her  household,  and  immedi- 
ately showed  her  strong  attachment 
to  the  cause,  and  her  gratitude  to  the 
ministers  who  had  been  instrumental 
in  her  conversion,  by  pressing  them  to 
eome  into  her  house  and  abide  there. 
There  were  several  reasons  why  she 
besought  them,  if  they  judged  her 
faithful,  and  her  conversion  to  bo 
genuine,  to  come  into  her  house  and 
abide  there.  One  of  the  principal 
reasons  in  all  probability  was  she  de- 
sired to  receive  further  instruction 
from  them.  She  would  have  them  in 
her  family,  that  she  and  her  house- 
bold  might  have  their  counsel  and 
instruction  daily— that  she  might  ask 
them  questions  and  have  their  teach- 
ing and  prayers  in  her  family.  She 
had  learned  something  of  Christ  and 
desired  to  learn  much  more.  Thus 
beginning,  it  is  not  strange  if  she  be- 
came a  noted  and  Christian  woman. 

Paul  and  his  companion  wore  soon 
east  into  prison  at  Philippi  and  dur- 
ing tlielr  imprisonment  were  instru- 
mental in  the  conversion  of  the  jailor. 
As  soon  as  they  were  delivered  from 
the  prison  and  the  stocks,  they  went 
into  the  house  of  Lydia  where  they 
found  the  Christians  engaged  in 
prayer  for  them.  Lydia  was  not 
afraid  to  show  her  friendship  and 
fooling  for  these  despised  and  perse- 
cuted ambassadors  of  Christ — she 
did  not  shun  them  or  their  company 
lest  the  patronage  she  had  as  a  seller 
(if  pui'pio  should  be  cutoff. 

After  encouraging  Lydia  and  the 
other  converts,  Paul  and  his  cornpan- 


probaMy  remained  faithful  until  the 
pilgrimage  of  life  ended,  when  she 
entered  upon  the  glorious  reward  of 
the  righteous. 

LYSIAS. 

Lysjas  was  the  chief  captain  of  a 
Roman  band  at  Jerusalem,  and  in  Acts, 
xxi,  he  is  presented  to  our  view  as  res- 
cuing Paul  from  the  hands  and  power 
of  a  mob.    The  apostle  had  been  re- 
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seived  gladly  by  the  brethren  at  Jeru- 
salem, and  he  declared  the  things  that 
God  had  wrought  by  hia  ministry 
among  the  Gentiles.  At  the  request 
of  James;  and  the  ciders  of  the  church 
there,  Paul  showed  his  respect  for  the 
law  or  Moses,  by  purify  mg  himself  aud 
certain  others  who  were  with  him  that 
were  under  a  vow.  After  the  days  of 
purifying  were  ended,  certain  Jews 
finding  him  there,  raised  an  insurrec- 
tion against  him  and  would  have  killed 
him  had  not  Lysias  taken  charge  of 
him.  He  came  with  an  armed  force 
and  bound  him  with  two  chains  to  two 
soldiers,  and  ordered  him  to  be  placed 
in  tho  castle.  As  Paid  was  ascending 
the  stairs,  he  asked  of  Lysias  the  priv- 
ilege of  speaking,  who  permitted  him, 
and  landing  on  the  stairs,  out  of  the 
resell  of  tho  mob,  he  delivered  a  pow- 
erful address,  Acts,  xxii,  during  which 
he  plead  his  privileges  as  a  Roman  cit- 
izen, and  by  that  plan  escaped  tho  tor- 
tare  that  he  was  about  to  endure  by 
scourging.  The  next  day  he  brought 
Paid  before  the  chief  priests  and  their 
council.  The  apostle  defends  himself 
there  also.  A  great  dissension  arose 
during  tho  examination  of  the  case,  and 
Lysias  closed  up  the  examination  and 
placed  Paul  again  in  tho  castle.  When 
Lysias  heard  that  forty  persons  had 
conspired  to  kill  Paul,  ho  .sent  him  by 
night  under  a  strong  military  escort  to 
Cesarea,  to  Felix  the  Governor.  Acts, 
xxiii:  26-30,  is  a  copy  of  the  letter 
that  the  chief  captain  wrote  to  Felix, 
setting  forth  the  case.     (See  Claudius. ) 

A  AC  A II— [Ma-a'cabJ  to  squeeze. 


3r 


Maacah  was  one  of  the  wives  of 
David.  She  was  tho  daughter  of  Tab 
mai,  the  king  of  Geshur.  David  prob- 
ably formed  some  acquaintance  with 
this  woman  while  ho  dwelt  in  Zitlag, 
tho  town  that  Aehish,  the  king  of 
Gtath,  gave  him.  During  the  time 
that  David  lived  there,  he  warred 
with  tho  Geshurites,  and  some  neigh- 
boring nations,  and  conquered  them. 

Absalom  was  the  son  of  Maacah, 
and  when  ho  killed  A  in  a  on,  his 
brother,  he  fled  to  the  country  of 
Geshur,  and  put  himself  under  the 
charge  of  Talmai,  the  king,  who  was 
his'  grandfather  on  his  mother's  side, 
where  ho  remained  for  three  years. 
Tamar,  who  was  disgraced  by  Amnon, 


was  the  daughter  of  Maacah,  aud 
hence  sustained  a  near  relation  to 
Absalom,  who  revenged  her  disgrace 
by  an  act  that  exiled  him  for  throe 
years  from  David,  and  from  Maacah, 
his  mother.    2d  Samuel,  iii :  3. 

MA  AC  HAH,  1— [Ma-a'kah,]  to 
squeeze. 

Maachah  was  the  Kon  of  Nahor, 
.J  his  concubine  Benmah.  She  was 
the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Maachah  was  the  youngest,  we  judge, 
from  Genesis,  xxii :  24.  It  is  thought 
ho  was  the  lather  of  the  Maachah- 
thites,  who  inhabited  a  tract  of  land 
on  tho  east  of  what  way  called  the 
'  jgs  of  Jordan.  We  have  an  ac- 
count in  Dent,  iii:  14,  of  tho  con- 
quests of  Jalr,  the  son  of  Manasseh, 
who  took  all  the  country  of  Argob 
unto  the  coasts  of  Geshuri  and  Ma- 
aehathi.  In  Joshua,  xii :  5,  we  learn 
further  of  the  country  of  the  Maach- 
athites.  But  Maachah  was  probably 
the  same  country,  and  as  it  was  not 
far  from  Padan-Aram,  the  country 
where  Nahor,  the  father  of  Maachah, 
lived,  and  not  far  from  the  place 
where  tho  rest  of  Nahor's  posterity 
dwelt.  The  Hebrews  when  conquer- 
ing the  land  seemed  disposed  to  spare 
tho  Maachahthites,  and  we  can  see  GO 
special  reason  for  it,  except  that  they 
had  a  regard  for  them  because  of 
their  origin  and  relationship. 

Wo  have  an  account,  afterwards  of 
the  Maachahthites  helping  the  Ammo- 
nites against.  David.  2d  Sam.  x:  8-9, 
They  took  a  position  on  the  battle 
field,  and  fought  with  the  Syrians. 
who  were  also  helping  Ammon  against 
David,  but  Joab,  the  general  of  king 
David's  army,  conquered  the  Ammon- 
ites ayd  their  helpers,  and  subdued 
their  country. 

MAACHAH,  2—  To  squeeze. 

Maachah,  or  Micaiaii,  was  the 
daughter  of  Absalom  and  Uriel. 
2d  Chron.  xiii :  2.  She  was  the  wife 
of  Kehoboam  and  the  grand-mother 
of  King  Asa.  She  was  the  mother  of 
Abyah,  ono  of  tho  kings  of  Judali, 
who  succeeded  his  father,  Behoboam, 
to  tho  throne.  Maachah  was  an  idol- 
ater, and  probably  debased  herself 
very  much  in  her  worship  of  tho  ob- 
scene idols  of  the  land.  When  King 
Asa  executed  the  covenant  that  ho 
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had  entered  into  with  God,  Tic 
stripped  Maachah  of  what  authority 
she  had.  He  removed  her  from  being 
(rueen  for  her  idolatry,  cut  down  her 
idol  and  stamped  it  and  burnt  it  by 
the  brook  Kidion.  1st  Kings,  xv :  13. 
From  2d  Chron.  si:  21,  we  learn  that 
she  was  loved  by  Kehoboam  above  all 
his  wives  and  concubines,  numbering 
In  all  seventy-eight. 

MAACHAH,  3—  To  squeeze. 

There  was  a  man  of  this  name  who 
is  referred  to  in  1st  Kings,  ii :  39,  as 
king  of  G-ath,  and  father  of  Achish, 
Some  of  the  servants  of  Shiinei  had 
fled  from  their  master  to  him. 

MAACHAH,  i—  To  squeeze^ 

Was  the  father  of  Shephatiah,  who, 
in  the  time  of  David,  ruled  over  the 

house  of  liimeon.     1st.  Chron.  x; 
16. 

MAADAI— [Ma-ad'-a.] 

Maadai  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Bani  who  had  married  a  foreign  wife, 
Ez.  x :  34. 

M  A  ADIAH— [Ma-a-di'-aii.] 

MAADlAir  was  one  of  the  priests  at 
the  head  of  a  family  who  returned 
from  Babylon  with  Zerubbabel. 
Nch.  xii :  5. 

MAAI— [Ma-a'-i.] 

Maai  was  one  of  those  who  took 
part  in  the  musical  service  when  the 
walls  of  Jerusalem  were  dedicated 
by  Nchcmiah.    xii :  36. 

MAASEIAH,  1—  [Ma-a-si'-ah,]  the 

vxtrh  of  the  Lord. 
There  were  four  persons  of  this 
name  who  returned  with  Ezrafrc"" 
Babylon,  and    had    rach  married 
strange  wife.    Ez.  x:  18,  30. 

MAASEIAH,  2— The  work  of  the 

Was  the  father  of  Azariah,  one  of 
the  priests  who  helped  Nehcmiah  to 
build  Jerusalem.    Nelt.  iii :  23. 

MAASEIAH,  3—  The  icork  of  th 

Was  one  of  those  who  stood  on  th 
right  hand  of  Ezra  when  he  read  the 
law  to  the  people.    Neh.  viii :  4. 


MAASEIAH,  4~The  work  of  tlie 

Was  a  Lcvit.e  who  assisted  Ezra  in 
t.lio  same  way.    Neh.  viii:  7. 

MAASEIAH,  5  —  The  work,  of  the 

Was  one  of  the  heads  of  the  peo- 
ple whose  descendants  signed  the 
covenant.    Nch..x:  25. 

MAASEIAH,  0—  The  work  of  the 
Lord. 
Was  the  son  of  Bamch  and  de- 
scendant of  Pharez,  the  sou  of  Judah. 
Neh.  xi:  5. 

MAASEIAH,  7— The  work    of  the 

A.  IjiMijttmiti;  mul  (lie  ancestor  of 
Sallu.    Mob.  xi :  7. 

MAASEIAH,  8— 27;e  work    of  the 

Lord. 

There  were  two  priests  of  this  name 

who  took  part  in  the  musical  service 

of  dedicating  the  wall.     Neh.  xii :  41, 


MAASEIAH,   0—  The  work  of  the 
Lord. 
Was    the    father  of 
priest    in  the  reign  o 
There  were   some  other 
thia  name  referred  to  in  Jer 
Jcr.  xxix:  21:    2d  Chron. 
xxvi :  11 ;  xsxiv :  8 ;  Jer.  ; 
xxxii :  12 ;  1st  Chron.  ix :  1! 


1; 


MAASEIAH,  10—  The  worfc  of  the 

Was  the  son  of  Ahaz,  a  king  of 
Judah.  Hewa-!iiss:!5;:i]LaLfjdbyZi.(-hvi. 
a  mighty  man  of  Ephraim.  2d  Chron, 
xxriii:  7. 

MAAZIAH— [Ma-a-zfah.] 

Was  one  of  the  priests  m  . 
by  David,  when  he  divided  them  into 
the  twenty-four  orders.  His  lot  was 
the  twenty-fourth.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxiv;  18. 

MACIII— [Ma'chi.] 

Was  the  father  of  Geuel,  who  was 
one  of  the  twelve  men  that  were  sent 
to  examine  the  nature  and  condition 
of  the  land  of  Canaan.  He  was  of 
the  tribe  of  Gad.     Num.  xiii:  15. 
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MACHIR— [Ma/-kiTj  fte  that-tdte 
or  knoics. 

Macdie  was  the  son  of  ManaBBeh 
and  grand-son  of  Joseph.  Gen. 
i:  23.  Of  his  children,  it  is  said 
they  -were  brought  up  upon  Joseph's 
knees,  by  which  we  may  understand 
they  were  educated  by  Joseph  or  under 
Ilia  direction  and  they  looked'  upon 
him  as  the  Patriarchal  head  of  their 
father's  family.  IIo  had  three  sous, 
and  also  a  daughter  who  was  married 
to  llczrou,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  1st 
Cbron.  \ii:l(i. 

To  the  family  i if  Machir  Moses  gave 
the  land  of  Gilead,  and  they  dwelt  in 
it.     Num.  xxxii:*), 

In  Numb.  xxvi:29,  we  learn  that 
Machir  was  chief  of  the  family  of  the 
Machirites. 

MADAI— [Mad'-a-i.] 

Madai  is  reckoned  a-=  the  third  son 
ofJapheth.  Qen.x:2.  Itisthought 
by  some  that  he  was  the  lather  of  the 
Macedonians.  In  support  of  this  it  is 
said  the  ancient  name  of  Macedonia 
was  Madai ;  and  again,  it  is  asserted 
in  the  ancient  history  of  that  kingdom 
that  there  was  a  king  of  that  name  in 
early  times.  Others  think  he  was  the 
father  of  the  Medes,  as  Media  answers 
sio  well  to  the  name  Madai. 

MAGOG— [Ma'-gog,]  roof,  tliat  dis- 
solves. 
MaGOG,  as  wo  learn  from  Gen.  x :  2, 
was  the  son  of  Japheth  and  brother 
of  Madai  and  others. 

MAHALATII,  1.— [Ma-hay  'lath,]  me- 
lodious song,  infirmity. 

Mahalati-i  was  the  wife  of  Esau, 
the  ihmehtur  of  Ldmiael  and  sister  of 
Nebajoth..  Gen.  xsviii:  9.  "Then 
went  Esau  unto  Ishmael,  and  took  unto 
(ho  wives  which  he  had,  Mahdath,  the 
daughter  of  Ishmael,  Abraham's  won, 
the  sister  of  Nebajoth,  to  bo  his  wife." 
Thus  Esau  married  a  woman  who  sus- 
tained the  same  relation  to  Isaac  his 
father,  that  Eaehel,  whom  Jacob 
ried,  sustained  to  Rebekah  the  nic 
Esau  married  his  father's  niece,  and 
Jacob  married  his  mother's  nieee.  It 
is  quite  probable  that  Esau  made  this 
selection  to  please  his  father,  actuated 
by  a  sincere  desire  to  do  what  ho  gath- 
ered from  the  instructions  Isaac  had 


given  him,  would  be  a  gratification  to 

MAHALATH,  2— Melodious  song, 
infirmity. 
Mai-ialAth  was   the    daughter    of 
Jeremoth  the  son  of  David,  and  a  wife 
ufltehoboaro.    2dOhron.  si:  18. 

MAHALALEEL.-  [Ma-ha-la-Iee'-ell 

lie  Ilia/-  praises  God. 

Mahalaieel  is  referred  to  in  the 
L,  snealogy  of  the  ten  antediluvian  patri- 
archs, as  they  succeeded  each  other, 
from  Seth,  who  was  appointed  to  take 
the  place  in  the  family  of  Adam  of  the 
dered  Abel.  Gen.  ivr  26.  He 
tiie  son  of  Oainan  and  the  grand- 
of  Enos.  Mahalaieel  was  the 
II i.i. be L'  ijI~  Jiiivd,  thf.  sr;,[.Ii  IVoin  Adam, 
and  waa  sixty-five  years  old  when  Jarec! 
was  born,  and  as  he  lived,  after  the 
birth  of  this  son,  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  years,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
ho  was  eight  hundred  and  ninety-five 
years  old.     Gen.  v;   15,  &e, 

M  AHARAI. — [Ma-ha'-rai.] 
Mahaeai,  the  >.  e!  ophat  bite,  was  the 

Stain  of  the  tenth  month,  when  Da- 
iustituted  (bo  monthly  service  of 
captains,    over    twenty- four    thousand 
1st  Cbron.  xxvii :  13. 

MAHAZrOTH.— [Ma-ha-si'-oth.] 

Mahazioth  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
cman,  and  when  the  lots  were  cast 
and  the  singers  were  divided  into  twen- 
ty-four courses,  the  three-  and  -twentieth 
lot  came  to  him.     1st  Cbron,  xxv:  30. 

MAHER-SHALAL-HASHBAZ  — 
[Ma'-hcr-shal'-al-hash'-baz,  ]  in 

nuikhiij   speed   to   the    spoil    he 
h.U.s!e:nt.:!li,  &C. 

Maheb-shaXAX-HASHBAZ  was  a 
child  whose  name  is  given  in  Isa.  viii : 
1,  and  an  account  of  him  in  the  verses 
following.  The  name  is  significant  of 
a  future  event  Its  meaning  is  Haste 
to  the  spoil— fall  upon  the  prey.  It 
was  intended  to  set  forth  the  destruc- 
tion of  Damascus  and  Samaria  by  the 
Assyrians,  Mahei'-idiaht.l-ha-shbaj; 
was  the  son  of  a  prophet,  born  unto 
him  by  the  prophetess,  and  before  he 
was  three  years  old  the  prophecy  was 
fulfilled  which  was  set  forth  by  his 
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MAHLAH  —  [Mah'-lah,]  mehdiow 

sonr/,  infirmity. 
Maiilaii  was  (me  of  tlie  daughters 
of  Zelophehad.who  obtained  with 
her  sisters  an  inheritance  in  the  tribe 
of  Mauassch  by_  a  special  law  added 
to  the  Jewish  civil  code.    Numbers, 


MAHLON—  [Mah'-lon,]  mmg,  infir- 
mity. 
MAHLON  was  the  elder  son  of 
Elimelech  and  Naomi.  When  his 
father  and  mother  left  the  land  of 
Judah  and  went,  to  sojourn  in  the 
country  of  Moab,  he  and  his  brother 
Ohilion  went  with  them.  It  was  not 
long  until  the  father  died,  when  Mali 
Ion  married  Huth  a  Moabitish  damsel 
while  his  brother  married  Orpah  i 
Moabite  woman  also.  Soon,  however 
he  died,  leaving  his  wife  a,  widow  and 
childless.    Euth,  i :  ii :  iii. 

MAHOL— [Ma'-hol.] 

Madot.  was  the  father  of  Ethan, 
the  Ezi-a.hi.te,  and  his  three  brothers. 
Ileman,  Chaleol  and  Darda.  These 
four  men  were  all  famous  for  their 
wisdom,  next  to  Solomon  himself. 
1st  Kings,  iv  :  31. 

MALA  CHI— [Mai'-  afci  J 

Malaciit  was  one  of  the 
prophet:;,  and  the  last  in  order  as  to 
time  of  prophesying  and  position  in 
the  book  of  prophecies.  Ho  wrote  his 
predictions  about  four  hundred  years 
before  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  they 
closo  up  the  great  and  important  pro- 
phetical age.  John,  the  Baptist, 
whose  appearance  Malaehi  so  clearly 
foretold,  was  the  nest  prophet  to  him, 
and  the  age  and  ministry  of  John 
links  the  prophetical  age  to  theChris- 
tian  era. 

Tt  has  been  protended  (hat  Ma.hiehi 
was  the  same  as  Zernbbabel,  othera 
say  ho  was  the  same  as  Ezra,  and  still 
others  say  he  was  the  same  as  Morde- 
cai,  the  Jew,  who  was  promoted  to 
honorable  position  in  the  service  of 
the  Persian  king,  Ahasuorus,  and  still 
others  say  he  was  the  same  as  Nehe- 
miah;  hut  wo  know  as  it  regards  these 
distinguished  men,  neither  of  them  is 
ever  called  a  prophet,  or  presented  to 
our  view  as  performing  the  particular 
work  and  ofhee  of  a  prophet.  Again, 
it  has  been  asserted  that  Muh:chi  was 


of  the  tribe  of  Zehulnn,  and  a  native 
of  the  city  of  Sephoris,  and  that  he 
died  a  young  man. 

lie  lived  and  prophesied  about  the 
time  that  Neheniiah  was  governor  of 
Judea,  or  probably  a  few  years  after 
the  death  of  Nehcmiah.  He  prophe- 
sied after  the  building  of  the  second 
temple,  and  contributed  his  influence, 
!>;■!  a  prophet  of  God,  to  the  full  restora- 
tion of  the  Jewish  polity,  and  the  re- 
form begun  and  established  by  the 
ijvmi'.I  governor,  Xehemiah. 

His  prophecies  have  been  divided 
into  two  discourses,  in  the  first  of 
which  hi:  refers  the  Jews  to  the  good- 
ness of  G-od,  their  benefactor.  He 
■ihows  them  how  irreverent  and  wicked 
they  had  been,  and  denounces  the  di- 
vine judgments  against  them.  In  the 
second  discourse,  lie  sets  forth  the 
coming:  of  Christ,  and  of  his  messen- 
ger, John,  the  Baptist.  He  speaks  of 
the  work  of  John,  and  of  Christ,  viz : 
to  purify  the  sons  of  Levi,  the  priests, 
and  to  visit  the  land  with  a  curse  un- 
less they  repented.  (See  hook  of 
Malaehi.) 

MALCHIAH,  1— [Mal-ki'-ah.] 

Malciiiaii  was  the  keeper  of  the 
prison  in  Jerusalem  at  the  time  Jere- 
miah was  prophesying,  and  in  Jer. 
sxxviii :  6,  the  miry  dungeon  into 
which  the  persecuted  prophet  was  let 
down  with  cord:;,  is  called  the  dungeon 
of  Malebiah,  the  sonof  Ilammelech. 
By  this  wo  understand  that  ho  had 
the  charge  of  the  prisoners  that  were 
mcareevated  there. 

MALCHIAH,  2. 

He  was  appointed  by  David  to  the 

office  of  the  (ivies  t,  with  other  Levites, 
lstChroii.Ti:  40. 

MALCHIAH,  3, 

Ho  is  referred  to  in  Ezra  x :  25, 
amongst  those  who    had    trespassed 

;.<;■■:. ■  j i -  i  !  !ni|  liy  !,>;iyvY!!igi,!.r;;i.ige  wives. 

MALCI-IIJAH,l-[Mal-ki/-jah.] 

Malcftijah  was  one  of  those  who 
was  engaged  by  Nehcmiah  in  rebuild- 
ing the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  In  com- 
pany with  Ilashub,  he  is  represented 
as  working  on  the  wall,  ami  also  re- 
pairing "the  towerofl.be  furnaces." 
Neb.  iii:  11.  Ami  still  there  is 
another  Malehijah  represented  as  the 
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son  of  llechitb,  who  repaired  (ho  dung- 
gate,  and  was  the  ruler  of  the  Tillage 
or  town  of  Ijoth-haecevem.  Neheniiah 
iii :  14. 

MALOHLTAH  2. 

Ho  was  one  of  the  priests  appointed 
by  David,  when  he  divided  them  into 
twenty-four  courses.  His  lot  was  the 
fifth.    1st  Chron.  xxiv :  9. 

MALCH1-8HTJA—  [Mahki-shu'ah,] 

viy  king  in  a,  savior. 
Malciii-si-iua  was  the  third  son  of 
Saul,  the  first  king  of  Israel.  Ho  was 
engaged  with  his  father  and  with  his 
brothers,  Jonathan  and  Abinadab,  in 
the  buttle  at  Gil  boa.  and  with  them  lie 
was  slain  by  the  Philistines.  His 
body  was  rescued  from  the  enemy 
with  the  bodies  of  the  others  of  the 
king's  household,  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Jabesh-Gilead,  who  brought  them 
to  Jabesh,  and  buried  them  in  a  grave 
under  a  tree.     1st  Sam.  xxxi. 

MALCHIEL— [Mal-ki -el.] 

He  was  ono  of  the  two  sons  of 
Beriah,  and  the  grand-son  of  Asher, 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Oaeob,  who  went  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.xlvi:  17. 

MALCHUS.-[Mal'-kus,]  Hag  or 


MALOHG8  was  a  servant  of  Caiphas 
flic  high  priest.  Ho  in  brought  to  our 
notice  in  John^  xviii ;  10.  Though  his 
name  is  not  given  by  the  other  three 
Evangelists,  yet  the  transaction  re- 
corded by  St  John  is  given  by  them 
all.  He  was  one  of  the  company  that 
went  to  the  garden  to  take  Jesus,  when 
Judas  had  agreed  to  betray  him  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies.  Peter,  who 
a  little  while  before  had  declared  to  Je- 
sus that  his  enemies  should  not  take 
him,  stood  near  his  master  when  flic 
moll  Ei]i!!i'0;'.::ln':.l.  arid,  true  (o  his  pur- 
pose of  defending  him,  he  took  out  his 
sword  and  out  off  the  right  car  of  Mal- 
chus. It  may  he  i.liat  (his  man  v.';!-;  at 
the  head  of  the  mob,  or  in  the  front  of 
the  rabble  crowd,  and  this  may  account 
for  his  being  wounded  by  Peter.  The 
bold,  ardent,  courageous  apostle  prob- 


turned  it  aside  and  only  permitted 
Peter  to  cut  of'  the  ear,  and  probably 
would  not  have  permitted  that,  but  that 
he  might  be  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
attesting  the  truth  of  his  divinity  by  a 
very  convincing  miracle,  wrought  in  the 
presence  and  before  the  eyes  of  some 
of  his  worst  enemies.  Luke  tells  us 
that  Jesus  touched  the  ear  of  Malcb.ua 
and  healed  him.  Luke,  xsii:  61.  Why 
the  other  three  Evangelists,  Matthew, 
Mark  and  Luke,  do  not  give  the  name 
of  Malchus,  whose  ear  was  out  off,  or 
of  Peter  who  cut  it  off,  we  do  not  cer- 
tainly know.  It  may  be  because  they 
were  both  living  at  the  time  they  wroie 
these  gospels,  and  St  John,  who  wrote 
bis  later,  may  havo  given  the  names  in 
relating  the  circumstance,  because  they 
were  both  dead,  Whether  Malchus 
ceased  his  opposition  to  Jesus  after 
thisiiiiraelewat)  performed,  or  continued 
to  lead  the  crowd  and  join  in  the  rabble 
shout  while  the  innocent  Redeemer  was 
led  to  his  mook  trial,  wo  know  not. 

MALLOTHI. 

MALLorin  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
'.Toiimn,   and  when  the  lots  were  cast  ■ 
and  (he  singers  were  divided  into  twen- 
ty-four courses,  the  nineteenth  lot  came 
to  him.     1st  Chron.  xxv:  26. 

MALLUCH,  1—  [Mal'luk.J 

Was  a  Lcvite  of  the  family  of  Mcr- 
ari,   and  an  ancestor  of  Ethan,  the 

singer.     1  st  Chron.  vi :  44. 


}IAU,1T0H,  3, 

Was  one  of  the  descendants  of  Harm 
who  had  married  foreign  wives.    Ezr< 


MALLUCH,  4, 

Was  a  priest  or  family  of  the  people 
who  signed  the  covenant  with  Nehe- 
miah.    Neh.  x:  4. 

MALLUCH,  5, 

Another  priest  or  head  of  the  people, 
who  signer!  the  covenant  with  Nehe- 
miah.  Neh.  x :  27.  He  may  he  the 
same  person  who  is  said  to  have  re- 
turned with  Zerubbabel.     Neh.  xii :  2. 
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MAMEE— [Mam'rc,]  refcetftOKs,  Wf- 
ter,  that  changes. 

Mamre,  in  company 'with  Aner  and 
Eschnl,  Lis  brothers,  was  friendly  to 
Abraham,  insomuch  that  he  dwelt  in 
the  plain  of  Mamre.  These  three  bro- 
thers were  Anionics,  and  (hey  seem  to 
have  held  a  conference  with.  Abraham 
about  the  time  of  the  conquest  on  the 
part  of  the  confederate  kings  of  the 
cities  of  the  plain,  and  the  conference 
resulted  in  their  joining  themselves 
unto  him. 

When  the  news  was  brought  to  Abra- 
ham that  Lot,  his  nephew,  was  taken 
captive,  ho  prepared  at  once  to  pursue 
the  conquerors.  He  armed  his  trained 
servants,  born  in  his  own  house,  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Then  Aner,  Mamre  and  Escho!^  with 
the  force  they  could  command,  joined 
themselves  to  Abraham,  and  they  to- 
gether followed  the  confederates, 
flushed  as  they  were  with  victory. 
They  overtook  them  bv  night  and  fell 
upon  them,  in  all  probability,  unawares. 
This  produced  confusion  and  flight  in 
the  army,  and  they  left  their  prisoners 
of  war,  among  whom  were  Lot  and  his 
family,  and  the  goods  that  had  been 
taken,  as  well  as  a  large  amount  of 
their  own  army  stores  and  provisions, 
and  they  returned  with  their  prisoners 
and  spoils.  Abraham  would  take 
nothing  as  his  own  that  hia  army 
brought  back  or  recovered,  save  what 
his  young  men  had  eaten  ;  but  he  did 
not  claim  to  prescribe  as  to  the  com- 
pensation that  Mamre,  Aner  and  Es- 
chol  should  have.  Ey  right  of  con- 
quest the  recaptured  booty  belonged,  in 
part,  to  them.  They  probably  claimed 
it.  They  certainly  had  not  the  same 
reason  for  refusing  it,  or  generously 
giving  it  all  up,  that  Abraham  had. 
Gen.  xiv :  23.    See  whole  chapter. 

MANAEN— [Ma-na'-enJ  a  comfor- 
ter, he  that  amducls  them. 
Manaen  was  a  prophet  at  Antio eh, 
who  in  company  with  Simon  called 
Niger,  and  Lucius  of  Cyrene,  ap- 
pointed Paul  and  Barnabas  to  preach 
m  other  places.  The  holy  Ghost 
hade  them  get  these  two  apostles 
apart  to  the  work  wheretmto  they 
were  called.  "  And  when  they  had 
fasted  and  prayed  and  laid  their  hands 
en  ihem  they  sjcnt,  them  away."  Acts, 
xiii:  1,  3. 


MANAHATH— [Man'-a-hath.  ] 

Makahath  was  the  son  of  Shobal, 
and  the  grandson  of  Seir  the  Horlte. 
Gernxxxvi:  23. 

MANASSEH    1— [Ma-naa'-sehJ 

forgetfuhiesa,  he  that  is  forgotten. 

MANASBEH  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Joseph,  horn  unto  him  of  Ascnath 
in  Egypt.  We  have  an  interesting 
account  of  the  children  of  Joseph 
being  brought  to  the  dying  Jacob  to 
Tcceivo  his  blessing.  Gen.  xli :  50  ; 
Gen.  xlviii :  8, 14.  The  reason  given 
by  Joseph  for  naming  his  cider  son 
Manasseh  was  "  for  God  hath  made 
mo  forget  all  my  toil  and  all  my 
father's  house."  Manasseh  and  Eph- 
raim  are  brought  into  the  presence  of 
the  dying  Jacob,  and  he  asked  his 
son  Joseph,  "Who  are  these?" 
■  Joseph  told  him  they  were  hia  sons 
that  God  had  given  him.  Jacob  then 
bade  him  bring  them  licar  him  and 
he  would  bless- them.  He  did  so,  and 
the  dying  Patriarch  kissed  them,  and 
embraced  them.  But  the  eyes  of 
Jacob  were  dim  and  moreover  the 
film  of  death  was  beginning  to  gather 
on  his  eye-balls,  so  that  lie  seemed 
not  to  know  the  elder  from  the 
younger— so  thought  Joseph,  as  he 
placed  Manassoh  near  his  father's 
right  hand,  and  Ephraim  near  his 
father's  left  hand.  When  Jacob 
crossed  his  arms  and  placed  his  right 
hand  upon  the  head  of  Ephraim  and 
his  left  hand  upon  the  head  of  Man- 
asseh, Joseph  took  hold  of  his  father's 
right  hand  as  it  was  placed  upon  the 
head  of  the  younger,  to  put  it  upon 
the  head  of  the  elder— wten  he  was 
checked  by  his  father-  who  told  him, 
"I  know  it  my  son,  I  know  it,  Man- 
asseh shall  become  apeople  and  shall 
be  great,  but  truly  Ephraim  shall  be 
greater  than  he,  and  his  seed  shall 
become  a  multitude  of  nations." 

What  a  beautiful  picture  is  hero 
presented  to  our  minds.  The  venera- 
ble patriarch  in  a  dying  condition,  and 
his  much  loved,  and  long  lost  Joseph 
with  his  two  sons  receiving  the  father 
and  grandfather's  blessing,  and  the 
trembling  voice  of  the  departing  Patri- 
arch is  heard  by  them,  saying,  "  The 
God  which  fed  me  all  my  lifelong 
unto  this  day,  the  angel  which  re- 
deemed me  from  all  evil,  bless  the 
lads." 
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In  accordance  with  the  prophecy  of 
Jacob,  the  tribe  of  ManasBen  was  less 
numerous  and  honored  than  the  tribe 
of  Ephraim.  ManasBeh  seems  to 
have  had  but  two  sons,  tbey  were 
Ashrial  and  Maehir.  1st  Chrou.  vii: 
15.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  a  con- 
cubine, slie  if!  called  the  Araraitess. 

When  tho  Israelites  departed  from 
the  land  of  Egypt,  the  warriors  or 
fighting  men  of  Manasseh  amounted 
to  thirty-two  thousand  two  hundred, 
and  their  ehief  or  commander  was 
Gamaliel,  the  son  of  Pedahzur. 
ftum.  i:  10,  We  learn  from  Num. 
ii ;  20,  that  they  had  their  position 
in  tho  camp  with  Ephraim,  and  that 
they_  marched  next  to  that  tribe. 
Their  spy  who  was  to  search  the  land 
of  Canaan  was  Gaddi,  the  son  of  Susi, 
Num.  xiii:  11,  and  their  prince  to 
divide  the  land  after  it  was  taken, 
was  Ilanniel,  the  son  of  Ephod. 
Num.  xxxiv :  23.  The  tribe  of  Man- 
asseh was  divided  and  one  half  of 
them  received  their  inheritance  in 
one  place  and  the  otheT  half  in  an- 
other —  they  are  sometimes  called 
eastern  and  western  Manassites. 
Joshua  advised  those  of  them  who 
received  their  inheritance  west  of  tho 
river  Jordan  to  increase  their  ter- 
ritory and  advantages  by  expelling 
those  Canaanit.es)  who  were  near  them; 
but  they  did  not  expel  from  at  least 
five  of  the  principal  cities  that  they 
inhabited.  Judges,  i;  27.  Bethsbean, 
Taauach,  Dor,  Ib'eam  and  Megiddo 
were  still  inhabited  by  Canaanites. 

Tho  tribe  of  Manasseh  was  noted  in 
many  respects.  There  were  several 
person!;  of  eminence  among  the 
Hebrewa  that  sprung  from  it.  Gideon 
and  Abimclccb,  Jair  and  Jepthah  who 
were  judges  of  Israel  were  Maiiiifsifef;. 
Barzillai  the  Gileadite^  and  Elijah  the 
prophet  wore  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh. 

About  eighteen  thousand  of  the 
Western  Manassites,  called  the  half 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  assisted  in  the  cor- 
onation ceremonies.  They  did  however 
as  a  tribe  afterwards  revolt  from  the 
family  of  David  with  the  other  nine 
tiibes  under  Jeroboam,  who  became  the 
king  of  Israel  while  Eekoboam  rated 
in  Judah.  But  in  after  ages  when  Asa 
was  King  of  Judah,  many  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Manasseh  who  are  calloc 
strangers,  returned  to  the  kingdom  of 
Judah,  and  dwelt  there.    Abhoring  the 


idolatry  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel  they 
turned  to  the  kingdom  of  Judah  that 
they  might  enjoy  tho  pure  worship  of 
God.  2d  Chronicles  xiii.:  19,  xv; 
<J,  &c. 

We_  have  an  account  in  Isaiah,  of 
a  civil  war  that  tho  Manassites  were 
engaged  in  with  Ephraim.  In  which 
tho  one  did  not  spare  tho  other,  and  yet 
they  two  together  were  against  Judah. 

Many  of  tho  Manassites  went  into 
captivity,  and  a  part  of  them  returned 
again  from  Babylon,  and  inhabited  the 
land  of  Canaan  and  dwelt  in  Jerusalem 
the  capita!  of  Judah,  in  the  days  of  its 
glory.     1st  Chron.  ix :  3. 

MANASSEH,  2r-forgetfulne>s,  he 
iliat  is  forgotten. 

Manasseh  was  a  King  of  Judah, 
and  the  son  and  successor  of  Kiog 
Ilezekiah.  He  was  the  son  of  Hcph- 
aibah,  Hezekiah's  wife.  Manasseh 
was  very  young  when  he  ascended  the 
throne  of  Judah,  being  but  twelve 
years  of  age  when  he  began  to  reign, 
and  lie  reigned  fifty-five  years  in  the 
city  of  Jerusalem.     2d  Kings  xxi :    1. 

He  was  a  very  wicked  king,  he  dis- 
?H'TioiT(l  i.l i c  throne  of  ,'i-dah,  by  re- 
building the  high  places  which  his 
father  had  broken  down  and  destroyed, 
Manasseh  went  into  the  grossest  idola- 
try, for  ho  established  Baal's  worship 
and  planted  groves  in  lienor  of  his  idols. 
Ho  went  so  tar  in  idolatry  as  to  to  wor- 
ship the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  and  rear 
up  altars  in  the  court  of  tho  temple  to 
these  objects  of  his  adoration.  He 
even  set  up  one  of  bis  idols  in  the  tem- 
ple, thus  polluting  it,  and  trampling 
upon  the  commands  of  God,  as  they 
wero  given  to  David  and  Solomon,  re- 
garding the  sanctity  of  tho  temple. 
Ho  caused  his  children  to  pass  through 
tho  fire  in  the  "vallay_  of  the  sons  of 
Hinnom."  Ho  had  intercourse  with 
devils  and  practised  witchcraft  and  sor- 
cery, and  it  is  not  to  bo  wondered  at 
that  his  subjects  became  impious  and 
unholy.  They  were  even  more  wicked 
than  the  Canaanites  had1  ever  been, 
who  because  of  their  wickedness  and 
idolatry  were  driven  out  of  their  land. 
Ho  not  only  practiced  thus  wickedly, 
but  he  compelled  his  subjects  to  follow 
bis  idolatrous  ways,  byniurdering  those 
who  refused.  He  even  mado  the  streets 
of  Jerusalem  run  down  with  innocent 
blood. 
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When  the  king  of  Assyria  and  Baby- 
lon, (Esarhaddon)  invaded  the  king- 
dona  of  Jndah  and  conquered  it,  he 
found  Manasseh  hid  among  the  thorns 
and  carried  Mm  a  prisoner  to  Babylon, 
having  bound  him  with  fetters.  While 
Mimnasseh  was  ;t  captive  in  Ballon. 
be  repented  of  his  Kins,  besought  the 
Lord,  his  G-od  in  his  afflictions  and 
humbled  himself  greatly.  He  prayed 
earnestly  to  God  for  deliverance.  The 
Lord  heard  Ms  supplication,,  and  in  his 
mercy  and  providence  restored  him 
again  to  Jerusalem,  bis-  kingdom  and 
his  throne.     Then  he  knew  and 


the  throne  he  partially  forsook  idolatry. 
"And  ho  took  away  the  strange  gods, 
and  the  idols  out  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  all  the  altars*  he  had  built  in 
the  court  of  the  temple,  and  around 
the  temple,  on  the  sacred  mount, 
and  within  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and 
cast  them  all  out  of  the  city.  And  he 
repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord  and  sac- 
rificed thereon  peace  offerings;"  and 
issued  a  royal  order  that  Judabv  should 
worship  the  Lord  G-od  of  Israel.  Yet 
it  seems  be  permitted  the  high  pi  i"-- 
to  continue,-  and  the  people  Kaerili 
thereon.  MaBnasseh,  after  this,  forti- 
fied Jerusalem,  and  added  anew  city 
on  the  west  side.  For  a  history  of  his 
life  and  acts,  see  2d  Kings,  xsi,  and  2d 
Chronicle?,  xxxiii.  Then  ho  died  and 
was  burled  in  royal  pomp,  in  his  own 
garden,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  king- 
dom, by  Amon- his  son. 

It  should  not  he  forgotten,  that 
though  Manasseh.  was  so  very  wicked, 
yet  when  he  repented,  and  implored 
forgiveness,  God  had  mercy  on  him, 
and  though  ho  had 'filled  Jerusalem 
with  wailing  and  misery,  by  shedding 
innocent  blood  very  much,  and  making 
Jndah  to  sin  in  doing  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  yet  he 
was  returned  to  his  kingdom,  and  God 
dealt  out  mercy  to  his  soul.  Yet  tem- 
poral punishment  of  the  Jewish  nation 
was  still  visited  upon,  them,  for  their 
sin  in  complying  witb  Maiiasseh's  in- 
junctions, when  trampling  upon  the 
divine  authority,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  fate  of  Anion,  his  successor,  whose 
servants  conspired  against  him,  and 
slew  Mm  in  his  own  house,  was  in  part 
punishment  for  the  si:      "  "'  ' 

I  he  father. 


MAN  0  A  H .— [Ma-no'-ah 
present. 

Manoah  was  the  father  o  ._ 
that  great  prodigy  of  human  strength, 
lie  was,  as  wo-  learn  from  Jud.  xiii :  2, 
of  the  tribcof  Ban- and  of  the  city  of 
Zorah,  in  the  inheritance  of  that  tribe. 
The  wife  of  Manoah  for  a  long  time 
childless.  The- angel  of  the  Lord 
sared   unto  her  and  told  her  that 

should  conceive  and  hear  a  son, 

and  that  that  son  should  be  a  Nazarite 
from  his  birth.  She  was  instructed 
by  the  angel  to  keep  herself  from  that 
time  from  the  slightest  touch  of  wine 
or  strong  drink,  and  to  be  careful  not 
to  eat  any  unclean  thing.  She  was 
also  informed  that  her  son  should 
deliver  Israel  out  of  the  hand  and 
power  of  the  Philistines.  Filled  with 
joy  at  the-  promise  of  a  son,  she 
went  quickly  to  her  husband  Manoah 
and  informed  Mm.  of  the  revelation 
that  had  been  made  to  her.  lie  at 
once  credited  the-  revelation,  and 
earnestly  entreated  the  Lord  that  the 
man  of  God  that  had  appeared  to  Ms- 
wife  should  appear  again,  that  he 
might  hear  his  declarations  and  the  in- 
structions regarding,  the  manner  of 
rr.-iiiij,  l. lie  child. 

The  prayer  of  Manoah  was  answered, 
for  tho  angel  appeared  again  unto  his 
wifo  as  she  sat  m  the  field.  Without 
waiting  to  hear  any  revelations  to  be 
made  further,  she  ran  and  told  Manoah. 
and  in  company  with  her  ho  went  out 
into  the  field  to  hold  an  interview  with 
the  angel.  As  he  came  near  the  vis- 
itant, he  said,  "  Art  thou  the  man  that 
spakest  unto  the  woman?  and  ho  said, 
I  am."  He  then  asked  tho  angel  to 
repeat  in  his  hearing  the  instructions 
regarding  his  coming  son,  and  the  angel 
rehearsed  them.  Manoah,  without  hesi- 
tancy, believed  the  angel  and  asked 
him  to- remain  awhile  and  partake  of 
bin  hospitality.  He  manifested  a  will- 
ingness to  he  detained  awhile,  hut  re- 
fused to  eat  bread  with  him.  As  Ma- 
noah had  proposed  to  kill  a  kid  and 
dress  it,  the  angel  bade  him  kill  the 
kid,  hut  offer  it  as  a  burnt  offering  to 
the  Lord,  and  he  would  tarry  and  take 
part  in  liia  devotions.  Manoah  was 
Lilted  with  wonder,  and  ventured  to  ask 
the  angel,  "What is thynainc?"  The 
angel,  however  did  not  tell  him  his 
name,  but  as  he  prepared  his  kid  with 
.a  meat  onferiog,  and  offered  it  upon  a> 
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rock  there  in  the  field,  and  as  the  flame 
enveloped  the  sacrifice  upon  that  rude 
altar,  the  angel  did.  wondrously,  there- 
by dee-laving  his  natiic  ''wonderful,"  for 
he  ascended  in  the  flame  (hatconsumed 
Manoah's  sacrifice  up  to  heaven.  The 
good  man  then  realized  that  the  visitant 
was  a  divine  personage,  and  immedi- 
ately expressed  his  fears  to  his  wife 
that  they  would  both  die  because  (hey 
had  seen  God.  But  his  wife  Teasoncd 
thus  with  him:  "If  the  Lord  were 
nleased  to  kill  us,  he  would  not  have 
i  burnt  offering  and  a  meat 
i  our  hands,  neither  would  he 


s  such 


i  all  t 
Wiiuli!,  at  i  his  time,   have  told 
thi  i !,<.;:•;  as  these." 

Samson  was  horn,  and  Manoah,  ob- 
served the  divine  injunctions  regarding 
him;  and  ho  often  thought  of  the  in- 
terview ho  had  with  the  angel  as  the 
child  grew,  and  the  Lord  blessed  him  ; 
and  e  spec  tally  did  ho  recur  in  his 
thoughts.and  feelings  to  that  scene  as 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  rested  upon  the 
young  man  and  began  to  move  him  to 
deliver  Israel 

At  length  Samson  dotiwiiitod  to 
marry  the  woman  of  Timnatb,  and  told 
his  father  and  his  mother,  and  hade 
them  get  her  for  him  as  a  wife.  Ma- 
tioah  ventured  an  objection  to  Samson 
to  marrying  that  woman,  as  she  did 
not  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Dan,  or  in- 
deed to  the  Isracliiish  stock,  which 
would  be  a  violation  of  law  regarding 
marriage ;  hut  Samson  insisted  upon 
it  that  she  should  be  his  wife.  He 
therefore  said  unto  his  father,  "Get 
her  for  mo,  for  she  pleaseth  me  well." 
It  scctna  to  have  been  the  divine  will 
that  Samson  should  many  this  woman, 
but  Manoah  knew  it  not,  Manoali  and 
his  wife  went  down  with  their  son  to 
Timnath  to  consummate  the  marriage 
that  he  had  determined  upon,  so  far  as 
forming  the  espousals.  After  this  was 
done  they  returned  again  to  their  home, 
and  about  a  year  after  that,  we  sup- 
pose,—since  one  year  was  the  time  usu- 
ally that  elapsed  between  espousing 
and  wedding— Manoah  went  down  with 
Samson  again,  and  the  marriage  con- 
tract was  consummated.    See  judges, 

MAOCII— [Ma'-ok.] 

He  was  the  father  of  Achish,  the 
iking  of  Gath,  with  whom  David  found 


MAON— [Ma' -on,]  fame,  crime. 

Maon  was  the  son  of  Bhammai  and 
the  lather  of  Bethzur,  or  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Betbzur.  We  may  sup- 
pose this  son  of  Maon  gave  the  place 
its  name.  1st  Chron.  ii:  45.  We 
have  an  account  in  1st  Sam.  xxiii: 
24-25,  of  a  wilderness  called  Maou,  in 
which  David  and  his  men  were  con- 
cealed when  Saul  was  hunting  his  life. 
In  or  near  this  wilderness  Nabal,  the 
Carmelite,  dwelt.  1st  Sam.  xxv :  2. 
It  is  possible  that  the  wilderness  takes 
its  name  from.  .Maon. 

There  was  also  a  tribe  of  Arabians 
called  JVlaomtes,  referred  to  inJudges 
x:  12,  who  may  have  received  their 
designation  from  this  person,  thougn 
he  was  of  the  fiunily  of  Caleb. 

MARK— -polite,  shining. 

Makk,  the  Evangelist,  was  the  son 
of  one  Mary,  in  whose  bouse  Peter 
found  the  Christians  praying  for  his 
deliverance  from  prison,  at  the  time  ho 
escaped  under  the  guidance  and  with 
tlii!  assistance  of  an  angel.    Acts,  xii. 

lie  wrote  the  gospel  which  bears  his 
name,  and  in  it  he  begins  with  tho 
preaching  of  John  tho  Baptist.  He 
relates  several  of  the  scenes  and  cir- 
cumstances recorded  in  Matthew's  gos- 
pel somewhat  abridged  ;  and  to  some 
of  the  parables,  &c,  he  adds  several 
pari. ion  law  which  li.iil.liO!'  illuslvoXo  the 
subject,  itv/ill  hi  m'Cm,  by  comparing 
his  gospel  with  that  of  Matthew,  that 
he  has  added  several  important  mira- 
cles, as,  the  cure  of  the  demoniac,  the 
cure  of  a  deaf  man  at  Deeapolis,  and  a 
blind  ono  at  Bethsaida; 

Mark  was  the  cousin  of  Barnabas, 
and,  as  we  learn  in  Acts,  xii :  25,  ac- 
companied those  apostles  as  they  trav- 
eled together  preaching  the  gospel.  He 
went  with  them  as  far  as  Perga  in  les- 
ser Asia,  but  when  he  found  that  they 
were  intending  to  go  to  Pamphylia  and 
other  places,  ho  deserted  them  and  re- 
turned to  Jerusalem.  After  some  time 
Paul  and  Barnabas  went  to  Jerusalem 
to  attend  a  council  o£,the  apostles,  at 
the  close  of  which  they  were  about 
start1!;;;  <>nl  on  aiir-thcr  i'.our  together, 
when  Barnabas  certified  his  intention 
of  taking  his  cousin  Mark  with  him. 
Paul  was  opposed  to  it,  and  openly  ob- 


-Google 


STAR 


[310] 


MAR 


jected,  giving  as  a  reason  that  Mark 
had  once  deserted  them  when  laboring 
in  that  field  before.  Barnabas  would 
not  give  up  to  Paul,  but  insisted 
that  Mark  should  go  with  them.  The 
contention  was  so  sharp  that  they 
parted,  Paul  choosing  another  compan- 
ion, and  Bamabus  taking  Mark  with 
him  to  Cyprus. 

Mark  was  afterwards  reconciled  to 
Paul,  and  was  with  him  at  Rome, 
where  he  was  very  useful  to  him,  as 
maybe  seen  by  flic  sal  utai,  ions  to  the 
Oofloasians.  Col.  iv  :  10.  Ho  is  also 
referred  to  in  the  salutations  of  the 
Epistle  to  Philemon,  24th  verse.  And 
from  2d  Tim,  iv  :  11,  we  learn  that  the 
apostle  Paul  desired  Mark  to  retnni 
from  Asia,  whither  he  had  sent  him, 
to  Rome,  where  ho  might  be  with  him, 
3  profitable  to  him  for 


til;!    11 


stry. 


Mark  seems  to  have  been  with  the 
apostle  Peter  at  the  time  he  wrote  his 
first  Epistle,  for  in  the  salutation  from 
Chaldea,  beside  the  church  that  waa  at 
Babylon,  he  says  "Marcus  my  son 
saluteth  you."  1st  Peter,  v  :  13.  It  is 
thought  that  Marl;  alee;  vv;ird.3  preached 
in  Egypt  and  Cyrene,  and  that  he  was 
put  to  death  by  a  crael  mob. 

MABTHA— CMarUa,]  wha  becomes 
bitter. 

Mabtha  was  the  sister  of  Lazarus 
who  was  raised  from  the  dead,  and  of 
the  Mary  of  Bethany.  Martha  was 
in  all  probability  the  elder  of  the  two 
sisters,  and  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
and  she  may  have,  been  as  some  sup- 
pose, a  widow  with  whom  Lazarus 
her  brother,  and  Mary  her  sisteT 
lived. 

When  Jesus  went  to  Bethany  ho 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  (his  family. 
and  we  have  an  account  in  the  10th 
chapter  of  the  gospel  of  St.  Luke,  of 
one  of  these  visits.  Martha  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  entertain  her 
distil),™ ui shed  guest  hospitably,  and 
shemade  arrangements  to  this  effect. 
But  in  the  labor  of  providing  a 
splendid  repast,  she  desired  the  assis- 
tance of  lier  sister  Mary,  and  it  sociuss 
did  not  get  it,  on  account  thereof  she 
complained  to  the  Savior  that  Mary 
had  left  her  to  serve  alone.  While 
s  performing   the  labor  her 

Sany  and 
drew  to 


the  Savior  is  a  complaint,  "Carest 
thou  not  that  my  sister  hath  left  me 
to  serve  alone?  bid  her  therefore  that 
she  come  and  help  me."  Jesns  in  his 
answer  commended  Mary,  and  in  a 
mild  yet  forcible  manner  reproved 
Martha:  "Thou  art  careful  and 
troubled  about  many  things,  but  one: 
thing-  is  needful,  and  Mary  hath 
chosen  that  good  part  which  shall  not 
bo  tnl;<;ii.  :iiv;ij- i'n.'in  her."  Ho  proba- 
bly intended  to  reprove  her  for  SO- 
much  care  and  anxiety  and  trouble  in 
providing  to  entertain  him  with  a 
great  variety  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life,  when  he  was  constantly  on- 
gaged  in  pressing  the  interests  of  the 
soul  upon  the  attention  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  And  in  this  striking 
manner,  ho  taught  her  that  the  salva- 
tion of  the  soul  was  more  important 
than  all  things  else.  Though  the 
Savior  saw  fit  to  reprove  Martha, 
yet  we  can  wo  home  things;  in  (his  ac- 
count to  admire  in.  lier.  She  loved 
the  Savior,  and  was  evidencing  that 
love  in  providing  for  him.  She  puts 
many  of  the  present  day  to  the  blush- 
in  that  she  performed  the  labor  oi 
providing  for  guests-— she  worked 
with  lier  own  hands. 

A  short  time  before  the  ministry  of 
Jesus  closed — Lazarus  the  brother  of" 
Martha  and  Mary,  was  taken  sick, 
his  sisters  felt  that  his  case  was  a. 
critical  one,  and  they  sent  for  Jesus 
saying,  John,  xi:  3..  '"Lord,  behold, 
he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick."  In 
the  message  they  sent  they  urged  him 
in  all  probability  to  come  without 
delay  to  Bethany  and  euro  him.  Je- 
sus did  not  go  at  once  but  remained 
where  he  waa  two  days  longer.  In. 
the  meantime  he  had  intimated  to  his 
disciples  the  course  he  had  deter- 
mined to  take  with  regard  to  his 
friend.  And  when  he  started  for1 
Bethany  he  said,  "Qnrfriend  Laza- 
rus sleepcth,  but  I  go  that  I  may 
awake  hiin  out  of  sleep."  He  meant 
by  this,  Lazarus  is  dead,  hut  that  I 
am  going  to  raise  him  from  the  dead. 
In  accordance  with  this  determin- 
ation he  went,  and  when  he  had 
reached  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
Martha  who  had  heard  that  he  was 
coming,  went  out  to  meet  him,  and 
poured  out  the  bitterness  of  the  sorrow 
of  her  soul  in  the  touching  sentence, 
*'  Lord,  if  thou,  hadst  been  here  my; 


.Google 


MAE 


[311] 


MAR 


brother  had  not  died."  Jesus  knew 
full  well  the  anguish  of  her  aching 
heart,  as  he  said,  "  Thy  brother  shall 
rise  again."  She  knew  that,  and  ex- 
pressed her  faith  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  resurrection  by  saying,  "  I  know 
that  lie  shall  rise  again  in  the  resur- 
rection at  the  last  day."  Jesus  said 
to  her,  "lam  the  resurrection  and 
the  life;  he  that  believeth  in  me. 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live.  And  he  asked  Martha  the  sig- 
nificant question,  "believest  thou 
this?"  she  replied  that  she  believed 
he  was  the  Christ.,  the  son  of  the  liv- 
ing God. 

She  then  went  and  informed  her 
sister  that  the  master  had  come,  and 
desired  an  interview  with  her.  After- 
wards, t-lic  Savior  went  with  the  two 
sisters  to  the  grave  of  their  brother. 
And  when  be  ordered  them  to  remove 
the  stone.  Marl-ha  ventured  an  objec- 
tion. She  thought  the  corpse  would 
be  offensive,  as  he  had  been  dead  four 
days  already.  But  Jesus,  as  was  bis 
intention  when  he  went  to  the  grave 
with  them,  restored  him  to  life,  and 
to  the  society  of  the  sisters.  Lazarus 
came  forth  with  bis  grave  clot. 
about  him,  and  in  the  presence  of 
company  of  sympathizing  Jews, 
emhraeed  his  sisters  from  whom  he 
liad  been  parted  four  days. 

Six  days  before  the  Savior's  cruci- 
fixion, lie  lodged  again  with  his  Beth- 
any friends.  John,  xii:  1-8.  And 
Lazarus,  whom  he  had  raised  from  the 
dead,  was  one  of  those  that  sat  with 
him  at  the  table,  while  Martha  per- 
formed the  same  part  she  had  beer 
accustomed  to  when  they  had  enter 
tained  him  at  their  house  before— 
"Martha  served."  She  first  engaged 
in  preparing  the  repast,  and  then  pre- 
sided at  the  tabic,  or  served  those  dis- 
tinguished guests  with  that  which  had 
been  provided. 

MARY,  1— [Ma'-ry,]  exalted,  bitter- 
ness of  the  sea,  mistress  of  the  sea. 
Maiiy,  THii  Virgin,  was  of  the  fam- 
ily of  Hcli,  who  was  descended  from 
David,  Judah  and  Abraham.  Luke 
gives  her  genealogy  in  the  third 
chapter  of  his  go.pd,  calling  Joseph, 
her  husband,  the  son  of  Heli,  because 
he  was  the  son-in-law  of  Hcli,  having 
married  his  daughter  Mary.  T 
the  husband  of  Mary,  was  th 


Jacob.  Matthew,  i:  16.  She  was 
espoused  to  Joseph,  when  selected  to 
be  the  mother  of  the  world's  redeemer. 
She  had  been  the  subject  of  prophecy, 
but  did  not  know  it  until  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  announced  it  unto  her.  When 
informed  that  the  important  prophecy 
should  be  fulfilled  in  her,    "Behold  a 

[in  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son, 
shall  call  his  name  Ininianue!." 
..__  was  filled  with  joy.  When  she 
learned  that  from  her  should  come  the 
Messiah,  in  her  faith  and  piety,  and 
devotion  to  God,  she  exclaimed,  'Be- 
hold the  handmaid  of  the  Lord,  be  it 
unto  me  according  fo  thy  word,"  and 
when  a  few  days  after,  she  was  in  com- 
pany with  her  cousin  Elisabeth,  and 
received  an  expression  marking  her  as 
this  honored  personage,  aha  broke  out 

rapturous  strains  of  praises  to  God, 
saying,  "My  eoul  doth  magnify  the 
Lord,  and  my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in 
(.led,  my  Savior,  &c." 

In  thi3  sublime  song,  which  is  tho 
first  piece  of  poetry  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, there  is  an  offering,  on  tho  pari 
of  Mary,  to  God,  for  what  had  been 
done  for  herself,  for  what  he  had  clone 
gainst  his  enemies,  and  for  what  he 
lad  done,  and  was  about  to  do  for  hia 
church.  How  different  was  the  con- 
duct of  Mary,  and  her  expressions, 
when  advised  by  the  angel  of  the  birth 
of  Christ,  and  the  conduct  of  Zacha- 
rias,  when  informed  of  the  birth  of 
John.  While  Zacharias  hesitated  to 
believe  the  announcement,  she  believed 
it  with  all  her  soul. 

It  was  during  an  edict  of  Cesar  Au- 
gustus, taxing  the  subjects  of  his  em- 
pire, and  reouiring  each  one  to  go  to 
their  own  city  to  register  their  names, 
that  Mary  and  Joseph  were  at  Bethle- 
hem, tho  city  of  David.  And  while 
they  were  there,  the  world  was  blessed 
with,  the  promised  Savior.  Tho  glori- 
ous event  transpired  that  has  dispelled 
the  darkness  of  earth,  and  lit  up  the 
moral  world— Jesus  Christ  was  born. 

During  the  stillness  of  that  memora- 
ble night,  which  the  christian  world 
designates  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
ber, the  Son  of  Man  was  born  in  an 
humble  place,  the  manger  of  a  stable. 

While  the  inhabitants  of  Heaven 
were  looking  on  with  intense  anxiety,  a 
command  was  given  from  the  eternal 
throne,  to  a  swift  winged  angel,  to  go  to 
the  fields  of  Bethlehem,  and  tell  the 
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„___  Is  (ho  glorious  news.  Quick  as 
thought,  the  angel  sped  to  the  spot  and 
arrested  the  attention  of  the  watchers, 
who  at  first  were  alarmed,  but  hearing 
the  voice  of  the  angel,  paying,  "Fear 
not,  for  behold  wc  bring  you  glad  tid- 
ings of  great  joy,  which  shall  bo  to 
all  people,  for  unto  you  is  born  this  day, 
in  the  city  of  David,  a  Savior,  which  is 
Christ,  the  Lord,  the  fears  of  the 
shepherds  were  allayed.  And  they  left 
the  field  and  their  flocks,  and  went  to 
Bethlehem.  There  they  found  it  as  the 
an  set  had  said. 

As  they  looked  upon  the  tender  babe 
lying  beside  its  mother  in  the  manger, 
they  were  led  to  adore  him  as  the  Savior 
of  mankind. 

After  eight  days  were  nccompliidied, 
true  to  the  requirements  of  the  Jewish 
law,  Mary  named  her  child,  and  conse- 
crated him  to  God.  And  at  the  end  of 
forty  days,  she  presented  herself  with 
her  child  at  the  temple,  having  brought 
the  sacrifice  to  offer,  that  the  Jewish 
women  presented  at  the  end  of  the  days 
of  their  purification.  And  it  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  mother  of  Jesus 
Christ  was  poor,  and  her  sacrifice  on 
(his  occasion  indicates  it.  "  She  offered 
a  pair  of  turtle  doves,  or  two  young 
pigeons,  in  the  stead  of  a  lamb.  Thus 
we  behold  her  taking  the  benefit  of  a 
lawundcrtheLevitical  economy  enacted 
especially  for  the  poor.  The  law  re- 
ferred to  is  recorded  in  Lev.  sii :  8. 
"And  if  she  be  not  able  to  bring  a 
Iamb,  then  she  shall  bring  two  turtles, 
or  two  young  pigeons,  the  one  for  a 
burnt- o fibrin g,  and  the  other  for  a  sin- 
offering,"  Well  may  it  be  said  of 
Christ.  "He  who  was  rich,  for  our 
■■,:ko:-  iiiiCiinie  poor." 

But  whilst.  Mary  entered  the  temple 
with  the  child  Jesus,  the  attention  of 
an  aged  and  devout  man,  one  very  re- 
markable for  his  piety,  was  arrested  by 
her  approach.  This  aged 
long  been  waiting  for  the  " 
of  Israel,"  and  in  his  serv 
temple,  had  often  spoken  rapturously 
of  the  coming  Redeemer.  He  saw  her 
as  she  approached,  bearing  her  tender 
infant  in  her  arms,  and  as  he  looked  his 
nature  was  (strangely  touched ;  his  vis- 
ion dimned  with  age,  was  suddenly 
cleared.  The  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  him,  and  the  divine  spirit  was 
within  him,  and  favoring  hiro  with  a, 
revelation  regarding  the  child  fraught. 


with  infinite  interest.     lie  saw  in  the 

pious  woman  before  him,  one  greatly 
honored  of  God,  and  in  the  lovely  babe, 
*  a  beheld  tbo  Lord's  anointed.  And 
.ikiuj*tbechild  in  his  arms,  his  nature's 
flickering  firo  flashed  high,  as  under  the 
spi  ill.';-  inspiration  lie  g;i ve  his  testimony 
to  Christ's  Mcssiahship:  "Lord  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace, 
br  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvalioo." 
jinieon  thus  resigned  himself  to  a  dis- 
missal from  earthly  labor  and  enjoy- 
ment, at  the  will  of  God,  having  lived 
long  enough  to  see  the  long  expected 
Messiah,  and  hence  have  the  grand  aim 
and  desire  of  his  life  accompli  shed. 

In  addition  to  the  testimony  of 
Simeon  to  Christ's  Messiahship,  Mary 
was  cheered  by  the  testimony  of  an 
aged  holy  widow,  who  entered  the 
temple  while  Simeon  was  exulting.  For 
Anna  "  spake  of  him  to  all  them  that 
looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem." 

Because  of  the  spirit  of  persecution 
in  Herod  the  King  of  the  Jews,  Mary 
was  instructed  by  an  angel  to  flee  with 
her  child  into  Egypt,  and  she  did-,  re- 
maining  there  until  the  death  of  the 
wicked  tyrant.  After  this  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  directed  her  to  the  land  of 
Israel,  and  in  company  with  Joseph  her 
husband,  and  tbo  child  Jesus,  she  went 
to  Nazareth,  which  after  that  becarao 
her  place  of  residence. 

Mary  faithfully  performed  the  part 
of  a  mother  for  her  son,  and  Jesus  in 
turn  entertained  the  kindest  regards, 
and  the  most  tender  and  endearing 
aiTeeiion  ter  her. 

She  took  him  with  her  to  the  tem- 
ple to  worship  God  in  the  celebration 
of  the  annual  feasts,  after  he  waa 
twelve  years  of  age.  She  looked  upon 
him  with  joy;  "  as  he  grew  and  waxed 
strong  in  spirit;  was  filled  with  wis- 
dom and  the  grace  of  God." 

The  evangelist  gives  us  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  attendance  of  the 
son  of  Mary  at  the  annual  feast.  His 
parents  returned  toward  home  a  day's 
journey,  before  they  found  ho  was 
not  with  them.  As  the  men  and  wo- 
men traveled  in  companies  by  them- 
selves, and  sometimes  the  children 
were  with  the  men,  and  sometimes 
they  were  with  the  women,  Mary 
supposed  he  was  in  the  company  of 
the  men,  but  night  came  and  Jesus 
was  not  with  them.  She  returned  to 
the  temple  in  search  of  him,  and  she 
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found  liim  there  sitting  among  t!ie 
teachers  of  religion,  asking  there 
questions  and  reqn eating  answers  to 
his  enquiries.  The  anxieties  of  Mary 
for  him  in  the  search  were  all  gone, 
for  the  lost  otie  was  found.  Approach- 
ing the  child  .Jesus,  she  said  with 
i'onil  affection,  "  thy  father  and  I  have 
sought  thee  Borrowing."  Mary  re- 
ceived his  answer,  "Wist ye  not  that 
I  must  he  about  my  father's  business," 
and  laid  it  up  in  her  heart  as  she  had 
laid  up  other  sayings. 

Mary  was  probably  present  at  the 
baptism  of  Christ  by  John  in  Jordan, 
and  so  saw  him  as  be  entered  upon 
his  work  of  teaching.  Sho  engaged, 
it  may  be,  in  the  devotions  of  that 
sacred  hour,  when  to  "fulfi.13  all 
righteousness,"  Jesus  was  baptized, 
and  she  was  one  of  those  that  looked 
woudcriugly  and  adoringly  at  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  bodily  shape  of  a  dove, 
sitting  upon  his  head.  It  may  be  she 
was  of  those  who  heard  the  voice 
that  come  down  from  heaven—"  This 
is  my  beloved  sou  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased." 

She  was  present  at  the  marriage  in 
Cana,  of  Galilee,  where  he  performed 
the  first  miracle  attesting  the  glor 
his  character,  and  she  pcrformet 
interesting  part  on  that  occasion.  She 
approached  him  when  the  necessity 
existed  for  more  wine  iu  the  feast, 
and  saiii  to  Mm,  "  My  son,  the  wine  is 
out,"  and  though  his  answer  seemed 
to  be  somewhat  indirect  and  strange, 
yet  she  said  to  them,  "whatsoever  lie 
saith  unto  you,  do  it."  She  seemed 
to  understand  that  he  was  about  to 
vi'v.k  a-  miracle. 

Mary  was  in  the  synagogue  at  Naza- 
reth on  the  memorable  Sabbath  that 
Jesus  entered  it,  and  unrolled  the 
manuscript  to  read  from  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  and  comment  upon  a  noted 
prophecy  of  himself  describing  the 
character  and  effect  of  his  works. 
"The  spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon 
me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to 
preach  the  jwpoi  n>  the  iionr;  lie  lialh 
sent  me  to  heal  the  hrokeivhctirted, 
to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives ; 
and  recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind, 
to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised, 
to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord." 

She  often  listened  with  admiration 
and    devoutness  to  the  teachings  of 


JesuH,  and  ii.  may  be,  witnessed  his 
miracles.  Hlie  vr,i~  present  at.  Jerusa- 
lem at  the  last  Feast  of  the  Passover 
Jesus  celebrated  before  his  passion. 
She  saw  all  that  was  transacted  there 
in  all  probability,  and  she  stood  near 
Christ  s  cross  while  he  was  suffering 
the  agonies  of  crucifixion.  Ah,  and 
she  realized  the  truth  of  the  aged 
Simeon's  declaration,  "Tea,  a  sword 
shall  pierce  through  thine  own  soul 
also."  Who  can  suppose,  even,  the 
anguish  of  Mary's  heart,  when  she 
stood  beside  her  suffering  son,  expir- 
ing on  the  Roman  cross.  Jesus,  amid 
the  pains  of  death,  looked  down  and 
saw  his  widowed  and  weeping  mother, 
and  moved  with  feelings  of  true  affec- 
tion, he  said,  "woman,  behold  thy 
sou."  Turning  his  eyes  from  Mary, 
his  mother,  he  fixed  thorn  upon  John, 
the  beloved  disciple,  who  a  few  hours 
before,  had  leaned  on  his  breast  at 
the  Eucharistie  feast,  deeply  moved 
in  sympathy  and  sorrow,  he  said: 
"Behold  thy  mother,"  By  this  ex- 
pression, he  gave  his  mother  in  charge 
of  John,  and  "from  that  hour,  that 
disciple  took  her  unto  his  own  house." 

MARY,  2— Exaltedy  bitterness  of  the 
sea,  mistress  of  the  sea. 

MARY",  the  wife  of  Cleopas,  was  a 
disciple  of  Christ,  and  was  the  mother 
of  James  the  less,  of  Joses,  Simon, 
and  of  Judas.  She  is  also  suppo-ed 
to  have  been  the  sister  of  the  Virgin 
Mary;  hence  her  children  are  repre- 
sented as  the  kinsmen  of  our  Lord, 
They  were  his  kindred  according  to 
the  flesh.  That  she  was  the  sister  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  is  evident  from  John, 
xix :  25  ;  "  Now,  there  stood  by  the 
cross  of  Jesus,  his  mother  and  his 
mother's  sister,  Mary,  the  wife  of 
Cleopas,"  &c.  And  the  fact  that  she 
was  the  mother  of  James,  Joses,  &c, 
is  evident  from  Matthew's  presenta- 
tion of  the  crucifixion  scene,  lie 
says,  Matt,  xxvii :  56;  "And  many 
women  were  there,  among  which  were 
Mary  Magdelene,  and  Mary  the 
mother  oi'Jai'.ies  end  Joses." 

This  Mary  was  an  early  believer  in 
Christ,  and  attended  him  in  many  of 
his  journeys;  and  with  others  she 
ministered  unto  him ;  and  she  shared. 
in  common  with  other  disciples  that 
attended  him,  his  trials.  She  was 
present  at  the  last  passover,  when  the 
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holy  supper  "was  instituted ;  and  she 
mingled  in  the  sorrowing  company 
that  followed  Jesus  to  calvary.  She 
stood  beside  the  anguish-stricken 
mother  (her  eistcr)  during  the  tragic 
passion  of  her  son.  When  Joseph, 
oi'  Arimcthea,  took  the  lifeless  form 
from  the  cross  to  inter  it  in  his  own 
tomh,  sho  was  present  and  assisted  in 
preparing  the  body  for  burial.  She 
engaged,  with  mournful  pleasure,  with 
the  little  company  that  attended 
Joseph  to  the  garden,  and  wept  at  his 
burial. 

Having  performed  the  office  of  bur- 
ial, in  company  with  other  women  she 
returned  to  tic  city,  and  prepared 
spices  and  ointments  for  embalming 
the  body  after  the  Sabbath.  Luke 
xxiii  :  56 :  "And  they  returned  and 
prepared  sp'cos  and  oiiiiiiii/iit-i,  and 
rested  the  Sabbath  day,"  &c.  Very 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day 
of  the  week  she  wont  with  others,  to 
the  scpuleher  to  perforin  this  work. 
Having  arrived,  to  the  astonislunent 
of  all  the  company  they  found  the 
sepulcher  empty  and  the  body  gone, 
Two  angels  appeared  in  shining  rai- 
ment and  declared  that  Christ  was 
risen.  In  company  with  all  the 
women  that  attended  her,  except 
Mary  Magdalene,  she  went  back  to 
the  oity  to  tell  the  disciples  the  lan- 
guage of  the  angels. 

Mary,  the  wife  of  Cleopas,  appears 
thus  as  a  diseiplo  of  the  despised 
Naaareno.  One  of  the  last  at  the 
cross,  and  one  of  the  first  at  the  sep- 
ulchcr,  and  one  of  the  first  to  declare 
his  resurrection. 

MARY,  3— [Marty,]  exalted,  bitter- 
nets  of  '/.c  sea,  ■ii)-kl:,'i'^  of  the  li.Y.f. 
Mary,  the  sister  of  Learns,  lived 
with  her  sister  Martha  and  their  brother 
at  Bethany,  a  email  town  not  far  from 
Jerusalem.  When  the  Savior  visited 
this  town  he  was  entertained  at  their 
house  Luke,  x:  38-42.  "Martha  re- 
eeived  him  into  her  house;"  but  while 
Martha  cordially  received  him, 
made  preparations  to  entertain  him 
hospitably,  Mary  took  her  position  as  a 
disciple  of  Jesus,  on  enquiring  scholar, 
She  listened  attentively  to  his  instruc- 
tions, and  thought  it  an  honor  to  ait  at 
bis  feet.  Martha  complained  to  the 
Savior  that  Mary  had  left  her  to  pro- 
vide the  repast  alone,  and  she  said, 


Bid  her,  therefore,  that  she  come 
and  help  me.."  The  Savior  reproved 
her  for  her  dissatisfaction,  and  com- 
mended Mary  for  her  course.  As  often 
as  Jesus  visited  this  family  he  found 
Mary  constant  and  devoted  to  him,  as 
well  as  to  her  own  spiritual  interest. 

As  acquaintance  increased,  the  affec- 
tion of  Jesus  for  these  two  sisters  in- 
creased, until,  when  Lazarus  died,  and 
iho  sisters  poured  out  the  feeling  of 
their  sorrowing  and  bereaved  hearts 
into  his  car,  it  so  deeply  affected  him 
that  he  wept  with  them.  See  him  as 
he  approaches  the  Utile  town,  knowing 

he  did  that  Lazarus  was  dead — Mar- 

i  and  Mary  meet  him  and  express 
the  sorrow  of  their  hearts  by  saying, 
"Lord,  if  thou  badst  been  here  my 
brother  had  not  died."  He  sympa- 
thizes with  them  in  their  anguish,  and 
intimates  his  determination  to  bring 
their  brother  back  to  earth.  He  at- 
tends them  to  the  sepulcher  and  min- 
gles true  tears  with  theirs ;  hut  be  calls 
their  brother  back  to  earth  and  restores 
him  to  their  arms  and  hearts. 

A  few  days  before  the  Passover,  after 
Jesus  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  he 
came  to  Bethany,  and  being  invited  to 
sup  with  Simon,  he  accepted  tlie  invfc 
tation,  and  Mary,  her  sister,  and  Laza- 
rus, who  had  been  raised  from  the 
dead,  were  invited  guests.  It  was 
whilst  this  company  were  together  that 
Maiy  took  a  pound  of  costly  ointment 
of  very  pleasant  perfume,  and  poured 
it  upon  the  head  of  the  Savior,  and  the 
whole  house  was  filled  with  the  odor  of 
the  perfume.  There  was  one  present 
who  objected  to  this  anointing,  and 
possibly  there  were  others  besides  that 
onei  but  Jesus  commended  her  for  it. 
"She  hath  wrought  a  good  work  on 
me  ;  she  is  come  aforehand  to  annoint; 
my  body  to  the  burying."  Thus  Mary 
is  presented  as  having  done  the  very 
work  that  the  illustrious  women  spoken 
of  went  to  the  sepulcher  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  resurrection  to  do. 

MART,  4.— Exalted,  bitterness  of  the 
sea,  mistress  of  the  sea. 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Mark.  She 
was  a  disciple  of  Christ,  won  by  the 
apostles,  who  lived  at  Jerusalem,  and 
by  many  it  is  supposed  that  her  house 
was  the  place  where  the  persecuted  fol- 
lowers of  Christ  met,  and  where  they 
prayed  and  encouraged    one    another 
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with  words  of  exhortation,  even  after 
their  ina.sl.cr  was  taken  from  them  and 
put  to  death.  Her  house  furnished  the 
room  where  Christ  showed  himself  to 
his  disciples  iifier  his  resurrection  in  all 
probability,  and  where  they  assembled 
after  the  ascension  and  received  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Qualifying  them  for  their 
high  and  holy  wort. 

During  the  severe  persecutions  of 
christians  by  Herod,  when  James,  the 
brother  of  John,  was  killed  by  the 
sword,  her  house  wa3  probably  the 
place  where  the  faithful  disciples  as- 
sembled and  prayed. 

Peter  was  cast  into  prison  during  this 
persecution,  and  was  guarded  by  six- 
teen soldiers,  four  of  them  serving  on 
each  watch.  But  while  Peter  was 
there  bound  and  guarded,  "  prayer  was 
made  without  ceasing  of  the  church 
unto  God  for  him."  And  on  the  night 
before  ho  was  to  bo  brought  forth  by 
Herod  from  the  prison,  lie  was  deliv- 
ered by  an  angel  of  the  Lord.  The 
angel  awoko  him  from  his  prison  sleep 
and  bade  him  bind  on  his  sandals  and 
follow  him  out ;  and  he  did.  He  fol- 
lowed the  angel  through  the  different 
apartments  to  the  outer  gate,  which 
opened  of  its  own  accord.    Soon,  with 
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along  the  streets  of  the  city  toward  (he 
boose  of  Mary.  Before  they  reached 
her  house,  the  angel  left  Peter,  and  be- 
ing satisfied  [hat  ho  was  at  liberty — was 
really  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of 
his  enemies— he  went  to  the  house  of 
this  good  woman  and  found  many 
gathered  together  praying.  Ho  wont 
into  their  uiid.sfc  and  declared  hoiv  the 
Lord  had  delivered  him  out  of  the  hand 
of  Lis  enemies. 

Mary,  the  mother  of  Mark,  was  then 
a  disciple  of  Christ  in  the  apostolic  age, 
aud  furnished  them  with  a  place  of 
worship  in  perilous  times. 

MARY,  5 — Exalted,  bitterness  of  the 
sea,  mistress  of  f/te  sea. 
Mary:  was  probably  called  Magdalene 
as  a  disciple  of  Christ  to  distinguish 
her  from  the  other  Marys,  Magdala 
in  Galilee  being  the  place  of  her  rcsi- 


and  probably  a  woman  of  very  great 

respect.a Ul lity  previous  to  her  following 
Christ.  If  she  had  not  been  a  woman 
of  respectability,  it  is  not  at  all  likely 


that  she  would  have  been  allowed  to 
follow  Christ  and  his  apostles,  as  she 
did  from  city  to  city.  She  appears 
beautiful  to  us,  as  her  character  is  de- 
veloped as  a  disciple.  Constant  and 
kind  in  her  ministrations  to  the  Savior 
in  life,  she  was  true  to  him  at  his 
crucifision,  and  to  the  body  when  in 
the  grave.  The  circumstance  of  her 
remaining  at  the  sepulehcr  when  the 
other  woman  returned  to  the  city  would 
seem  to  indicate  that  her  love  for  the 
Savior  excelled  the  love  of  the  other 
women.  It  may  bo  possible  that  the 
Savior  had  done  more  for  her  than 
for  cither  of  the  others,  yet  wo  can  by 
no  means  conceive  that  she  was  prosti- 
tute and  vicious,  as  some  think,  before 
she  became  Christ's  disciple. 

She  was  one  of  the  women  who  fol- 
lowed Jesus  in  bis  last  journey  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  was  near  tlie  cross  bosido 
the  Virgin  Mary  when  he  was  crucified. 
After  the  crucifision  and  the  body  was 
intoned,  she  went  with  other  women  to 
Jerusalem  to  buy  and  prepare  the  nes- 
ccssavy  article-:  tor  embalming  the  body 
after  the  Sabbat h.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  day  of  tho  wee!;  in  com- 
pany with  Mary,  tho  mother  of  James, 
and  with  Salome  and  other  women,  she 
started  for  tho  sepulehcr.  They  had 
not  proceeded  far,  when  a  difficulty  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  minds  of  some  of 
tho  women.  And  one  of  them  said, 
"  we  arc  going  to  embalm  the  body,  but 
who  shall  roll  us  away  the  stone  from 
the  door  of  the  sepulcher."  As  they 
were  so  near,  notwithstanding  tho  diffi- 
culty, they  proceeded,  and  coining  to 
the  garden,  and  approaching  the  tomb, 
to  their  astonishment  they  saw  "  that 
the  stone  was  rolled  away,"  and  as  they 
examined  still  further,  they  saw  "  that 
the  body  was  gone."  Soon  two  angels 
appeared,  and  they  were  affrighted  hut 
their  fears  were  allayed  as  the  angels 
said  to  them:  "He  is  not  hero  but 
is  risen;"  and  further  they  charged 
the  women  to  go  and  tell  Peter  and  the 
other  apostles,  that  Jesus  was  risen, 
and  that  he  would  appear  unto  them  in 
Galilee.  The  women  ran  to  tell  the 
news.  It  may  be  >W?  Magdalene 
herself  went,  but  if  she  did,  sho  soon 
returned  to.  the  sepulehcr;  and  there 
all  alone  she  stood  weeping.  She 
mourned  the  absence  of  the  body  of 
her  Lord.  The  thought  that  pressed 
itself  upon  her  mind  as  she  stood  weep- 


i » Google 


MAR 


r316] 


MAT 


ing,  she  could  not  endure,  (that  she 
would  see  that  lovely  form  no  more,) 
and  the  anguish  of  her  heart  was  told 
in  mlis  and  nvymg  and  tears. 

She  was  not  unobserved  in  her  sor- 
row, for,  as  she  stooped  down  and 
looked  into  the  sepnlcher,  she  saw 
two  angels — probably  the  same  angels 
that  had  been  seen  before,  hut  they 
had  changed  their  position.  Now 
they  were  sitting  "the  one  at  the  head 
and  ike  oilier  :it  tins  JW>[,  whore  the 
bo<lv  ol'Josuw  had  lain."  John,  sx  : 
12.  They  saw  the  anguish  of  her 
heart,  and,  addressing  her  said: 
"Woman,  why  wcepest  thou?'  She 
answered  that  she  was  weeping  be- 
cause of  the  absence  of  the  body  of 
her  Lord.  Just  then  another  voice 
fell  upon  her  ear,  saying :  "  Woman, 
why  wcepest  tliou?  Whom  seekest 
thou?"  She,  supposing  the  one  now 
addressing  her  to  be  the  gardener, 
saitli  unto  him:  "Sir,  if  thou  hast 
borne  him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou 
hast  laid  hirn,  and  I  will  take  him 
away."  Scarcely  had  this  sentence 
died  upon  her  lips  until  a  well  known 
voice  tell  upon  her  car,  and  that  voice 
proceeded  from  the  person  who  was 
speaking  to  her  in  the  question  above. 
He  said  to  her:  "Mary."  She 
stopped  not  a  moment  to  reflect,  for 
ho  who  now  called  her  name  had 
done  it  frequently  before,  and  she  re- 
cognized the  voice  as  the  voice  of  her 
Lord.  Turning  herself,  she  said  unto 
him :  "  '  ltabboni,'  which  is  to  say 
Master."  Overpowered  with  joy  she 
fell  at  his  feet  and  embraced  him. 
He  said  unto  her  :  "  Touch  me  not, 
for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my 
Father ;  but  go  to  my  brethren  and 
say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my 
Father  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God 
and  your  God."  After  this.  Mar? 
Magdalene  went  to  the  disciples  and 
told  them  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord, 
and  that  he  had  spoken  these  things 
unto  her. 

Thus  she  appears  as  the  first  wit- 
ness of  the  truth  of  the  crowning 
doctrine  of  Christianity— the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead. 
Thus,  while  the  Virgin  Mary  was 
honored  in  being  the  mother  of  the 
world's  Redeemer,  and  in  beholding 
him  first  when  he  entered  this  sin- 
defiled  world,  Mary  Magdalene's  love 
was  rewarded  as  she  looked  with 


adoring  rapture,  first  of  all  the  dis- 
ciples, upon  the  risen  and  glorified 
form  of  him  who  conquered  death 
and  cleared  the  way  for  man  to  the 
joys  of  immortality. 

MASH. 

Mash  was  probably  the  same  as 
Mesheeh,  the  fourth  sou  of  Aram, 
and  the  grandson  of  Shorn.  Gen.  x  : 
33.  lu  1st  Chron.  i:  17,  ho  is  called 
Mcshech.  He  was  probably  the  father 
of  Morchcni,  or  as  they  aro  called, 
Masians,  who  aro  said  to  have  resided 
in  the  south  part  of  Armenia.  There 
is  a  mountain  near  there  called  Mt. 
Masius,  aud  now  called  Mazeka,  to 
which  probably  the  descendants  of 
Mash  or  Mcshech,  gave  these  names. 

MASSA—  [Mas'-sah,]  temptation. 

Massa  was  the  son  of  Ishmael, 
and  the  grandson  of  Abraham.  Gen. 
xxv :  14. 

MATRI— [Ma'-tri,]  rain,  prison,. 

We  have  no  special  account  of  thin 
personage  except  where  Saul,  the  son 
of  Kish  was  selected  and  proclaimed 
king  of  Israel.  Samuel  caused  the 
tribes  of  Israel  to  pass  before  him 
and  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  taken 
He  then  caused  the  tribe  of  Benja 
min  to  pass  before  him,  and  the  fam- 
ily of  Matri  was  taken.  He  then 
caused  the  family  of  Matri  to  past 
before  him,  and  Saul  the  son  of  Kish 
of  that  family  was  taken.  He  is  thus 
presented  as  one  of  Saul's  progeni- 
tors.    1st  Sam.  x. 

MATTAN—  The  reins,  ike  deaHi,  of 
them. 
MattaN  was  a  priest  of  Baal  thai 

was  slain  before  the  altar  of  his  false 
God,  during  the  reformation  from 
idolatry  under  Jehoiada  the  priest 
at  the  time  he  crowned  .Tehoasli  in 
the  place  of  the  wicked  Athaliah.  2d 
Kings,  xi :  IS  ;  2d  Chron.  xxiii :  17. 

MATTANIAH--[Mat-ta-mvah.] 
Mattaniah  was  one  of  the  officer* 

among  the  singers  and  players  on  musi- 

;':.i!    instruments.   1st.  Chron.    xxv:  21. 

David  formed  the  several  orders  of 

priests,  dividing  by  lot  into  twenty- four 

courses. 
Mattaniah  was  the  second  son  of 

Heman,   one  of  fourteen  sons  whose 
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names  are  given  in  1st  Obion,  ssv  ;  4, 
and  he  had  three  sisters.  These  offi- 
cers! were  blessed  with  the  spirit  of 
prophecy.  "All  these  were  the  sons 
of  Henian  the  king's  seer,  in  the  words 
of  God  to  lift  up  the  horn,"  i.  e.,  the 
horn  of  prophecy,  to  sound  with  the 
trumpet  m  the  words  of  prophecy  be- 
fore the  Lord.  The  ninth  lot  was  ap- 
pointed to  Mattamah. 

MATTHAN. 

Matthan  was  the  son  of  Eleazar, 
who  is  referred  to  in  the  genealogy  of 
Christ,  as  given  by  Matt,  i:  15-16. 
Thero  we  learn  that  Matthan  was  the 
father  of  Joseph  the  husband  of  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Christ. 

MATTHEW—  [Mafthew,]ffiue»  a 

reward. 

Matthew  is  sometimes  called 

Levi,  the  son  of  Alpheus.     He  was 

born  in  Galilee— was  a  devout  Jew  in 

■eligion — but  was  a  tax  gathc: 
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nanrn,  the  place  that  Jesus 
as  a  place  of  residence  when  he  left 
Nazareth,  and  called  it  his  "own  city." 
His  office  as  a  publican,  was  near  the 
sea  of  Galilee,  and  it  was  while  Jesus 
was  by  the  sea  side  that  he  saw  Mat- 
thew sitting  at  the  receipt  of  customs, 
and  bade  him  follow  hini.  Matthew, 
is:  9;  Mark,  ii:  14;  Luke,  v:  27. 
He  seems  to  havo  had  but  little  hesi- 
tancy, for  without  stopping  to  arrange 
his  affairs  or  settle  up  his  business,  he 
followed  the  Savior  and  identified 
himself  at  once  with  Chri-Ht's-  followers;. 

It  was  not  long  after  Matthew  was 
called  to  be  a  disciple,  that  he  gave  an 
entertainment  afc  his  house  to  Jesus, 
and  invited  other  publicans  with  him- 
self to  be  present,  and  enjoy  the  com- 
pany of  this  distinguished  personage. 
It  would  seem  from  Mark,  ii:  15,  that 
the  company  was  quite  largo.  "  Many 
publicans  and  sinners  sat  with  Jesus 
and  his  disciples,"  and  as  Matthew 
had  been  before  them,  they  became 
prejudiced  in  his  favor  and  followed 
him. 

This  occasioned  a  complaint  among 
the  Pharisees  against  Jesus  and  his 
course.  They  said  to  his  disciples, 
11  How  is  it  that  he  eateth  with  publi- 
cans and  sinners?  "  Jesus  heard  their 
censure,  and  justified  his  conduct  be- 
fore them  by  saying,  "They  that  be 


whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they 
that  are  sick."  Itwas  the  sin-sick  that 
needed  a  Divine  Physician,  and  he  was 
come  into  the  world  not  to  call  the 
righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance. 
Wo  have  an  nocnurit  in  Matthew,  x: 
3 ;  Mark,  iii :  18 :  Luke,  vi :  15,  of  his 
'  sing  numbered  wilh  the  aposilcs. 

Matthew  was  one  of  the  evangel- 
ists who  wrote  a  history  of  Christ, 
which  is  the  gospel  bearing  his  name ; 
nd  it  was  probably  the  first  of  the 
ospels  written,  and,  for  that  reason 
lainly,  was  placed  first  in  order.  His 
ospel  begins  by  showing  the  royal 
_escent  and  genealogy  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  gives  us  an  account  of 
the  birth,  life,  and  labors  of  Christ. 
Many  of  his  conversations  and  dis- 
courses are  recorded,  and  the  mira- 
cles he  performed  attesting  his  divin- 
ity, and  the  glory  of  his  character. 
The  sermon  of  our  Lord  upon  the 
mount  is  beautiful,  and  inimitable ;  also 
the  life  and  various  conversations  of 
Christ  as  given  by  this  evangelist, 
ieems  to  enter  into  the  purtieu- 

more  than  cither  of  the  others, 

and  gives,  more  abundantly,  rules  for 
the  conduct  of  life,  with  lessons  of 

Sure  morality.  It  may  be  said  of 
latthew,  he  haa  all  the  character- 
istics of  a  good  historian— sufficiently 
plain,  and  yet  dignified. 

After  Matthew  was  called  to  thB 
.  ork  and  office  of  an  apostle,  he 
seems  to  have  been  a  constant  witness 
of  Christ's  works,  and  a  bearer  of  his 
words.  He  attended  on  his  Master's 
person,  when  before  the  public,  as 
also  when  in  private.  He  saw  very 
many  of  the  miracles  that  were  per- 
formed, and  was,  with  his  brethren, 
the  apostles,  a  witness  of  Christ's 
resurrection:  and  he  was  also  at  the 
Mount  of  Olives  when  Jesus  as- 
cended. After  the  ascension  he  re- 
mained iu  Jerusalem,  and  was  with 
them,  in  the  upper  room,  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost,  whenthey  received  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  qualify  them  for  their 
hi:;h  and  holy  work. 

It  is  not  known  how  long  ho  re- 
mained in  Judea  after  the  descent  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost, nor  how  long  he  lived  and  la- 
bored, nor  when  and  where  he  died. 
His  labors  were  confined  mostly  to 
Judea,  probably,  and  he  wrote  his 
gospel  there  for  the  Jewish  nation, 
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the  object  evidently  being  to  confirm 
those  who  bad  believed  in  Christ,  and 
to  convert  to  the  Christian  faith  those 
"who  were  unconverted.     From  his 

f>spel  wo  gather  that  he  wished  the 
ews  to  compare  the  cirenmsiance;;, 
as  he  had  narrated  them,  of  the  birth, 
life,  labors,  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  with  their  ancient  prophecies 
relative  to  the  Messiah.  He  wrote 
earlv  in  the  apostolic  age— perhaps  ' 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  38. 

Matthew  probably  preached  the 
gospel  in  other  countries,  aa  did  the 
cither  ajioiitlci-s,  and,  like  them  all, 
cept  John,  died  a  martyr. 

MATTHIAS— [Mat-fhi'-aa,]  the  gift 
of  the  Lord. 
Matthias  was  a  disciple  of 
Christ ;  it  is  probable  one  of  his  earli- 
est disciples.  From  Acts  i:  21,  22, 
we  may  judge  thai  Matthias  was  one 
of  the  disciples  of  John,  the  Baptist, 
and  was  present  at  the  baptism  of 
Christ  by  John  in  Jordan.  He  may 
have  been  one  of  those  who  saw  the 
Holy  Spirit  descending,  and  in  the 
form  of  a  dove  lighting  upon  the  bead 
of  Jesus,  and  he  may  liavo  heard  i'~" 
voice  of  the  Father  saying:  "This 
my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased."  Ho  heard  the  testimony  of 
John  concerning  Christ,  and  became 
a  firm  believer  in  Christ  and  his  Mes- 
siahship ;  and  according  to  the  account 
given  above  we  judge  that  the  course 
of  Matthias  was  marked  with  fidelity 
to  Jesus  through  his  whole 
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declared  oi.' Jvitn  that  he  compa- 
nies! with  the  disciples  all  the  time 
that  the  Lord  Jesus  went  in  and  out 
among  them,  beginning  from  John's 
baptism  until  Christ  ascended  up  into 
heaven. 

It  is  thought  that  Matthias  was  oi 
of  the  seventy  commissioned  by  o 
Lord  to  preach  and  teach. 

Judas,  one  of  the  twelve  apostle^, 
had  fallen,  having  wickedly  betrayed 
his  Lord  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver, 
and  his  bishopric  was  thereby  va- 
cated. Peter  proposed  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy ;  and  the  apostles  all  agreed 
that  one  who  had  been  a  constant  wit- 
ness of  Christ's  miracles,  who  had 
heard  his  teachings  and  had  seen  hit 
sufferings,  should  be  the  successor  of 
the  fallen  Judas.  They  therefore  se- 
lected from  among  the  disciples  two, 


:  Barnabas  and  Matthias,  one  of 
whom  they  would  choose.      But  the 

tleSj  it  may  be,  were  divided  in 

_■  opinion,  some  of  them  being  in 

favor  of  the  one,  and  some  in  favor  of 
the  other.  They  all  wished  to  do 
right,  but  differed  in  opinion  as  to 
which  of  them  was  the  proper  person. 

y  were  both  good  men,  eminently 
.lfied  for  the  position,  aa  they  had 
both  been  with  Christ  all  through  his 
ministry.  But  the  apostles  feared  to 
make  the  selection,  lest  they  might 
err.  They  accordingly  resorted  to  a 
long  established  custom  among  the 
people  of  God,  that  of  casting  lots. 
This  was  a  custom  with  ancient  Israel. 
When  a  doubtful  matter  was  to  be 
settled,  and  the  counsel  of  those  con- 
cerned wa:>  insufficient  to  settle  it,  they 
asked  of  God  divine  guidance.  The 
ancient  priests  consulted  the  Urim  and 
Thnmmim,  or  Breastplate  of  Judg- 
ment. Moses  was  directed  to  settle 
the  vexed  question  as  to  the  priesthood 
in  the  family  of  Aaron,  and  it  was  de- 
termined by  the  rod  of  Aaron  budding 
and  blooming,  and  bearing  almonds 
in  a  night,  Joshua  was  directed  by 
the  Divine  Being  how  to  determine 
the  transgressor  in  the  accursed  thing 
before  the  victory  could  be  had  at  Ai. 
Jonah,  when  awaked  from  his  sleep 
in  the  sides  of  the  ship,  storm-driven 
on  the  voyage  to  Tarshish,  agreed  to 
east  lots  to  determine  who  as  a  trans- 
gressor was  the  cause  of  the  storm, 
and  when  the  lot  fell  upon  Jonah,  he 
confessed  his  sin,  and  they  cast  him 
overboard.  The  wise  man  bad  refer- 
ence to  this  custom  and  makes  a  state- 
ment of  it  in  the  following  language, 
Prov.  xvi :  33:  "  The  lot  is  cast  into 
the  lap,  but  the  whole  disposing  there- 
of is  of  the  Lord." 

When  the  apostles  wcro  all  ready 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  they  prayed  thus ; 
"Thou  Lord,  which  knowest  the 
hearts  of  all  men,  show  whether  of 
these  two  thou  hast  chosen,  that  he 
may  take  part  of  this  ministry  and 
apostleship,  from  which  Judas  by 
transgression  fell,  that  he  might  go  to 
his  own  place."  They  then  cist  lots, 
and  the  lot  fell  upon  Matthias,  and  he 
was  numbered  with  the  eleven.  Acts 
i :  15-26.    After  lie  bad  thus  entered 
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believe  lie  preached  at  Colchis,  and 
died  there.  And  it  is  quite  likely  that 
his  death,  like  others  of  the  apostles, 
was  the  death  of  a  martyr,  though  we 
have  110  certain  account  of  it. 

MATTITHIAH—  [Mat-tith-i'-ah.] 

Mattithiah  was  one  of  the  Levites 
who  were  engaged  in  the  solemn  service 
of  removing  the  ark  to  Jerusalem,  and 
placing  it  in  tho  tent  which  David  had 
prepared  for  it.  1st  Chron.  xv:  21. 
Ho  was  probably  tho  same  person  who, 
when  tho  lots  were  cast,  and  the  singers 
wore  divided  into  twenty-four  courses, 
tho  fourteenth  lot  came  to  him.  1st 
Chronicles,  xxv :  21. 

MEBTJNNAI—  [Me-bmr'-na.] 

Hebcmhai,  the  Huahtathite,  was  one 
of  David's  mighty  men.     2d  Samuel, 

MBDAD—  [Me'-dadJ  he  that  meas- 
ures, the  water  of  love. 
Med  AD,  and  Eldad, 
b  Nombera,  si:  26.  When 
gathered  together  the  seventy  ciders  to 
meet  G-od  at  the  tabernacle.  These 
two,  and  they  wore  of  tho  seventy,  for 
some  cause  did  not  go.  It  is  likelj 
they  were  lawfully  hindered,  and  a 
they  continued  in  the  camp,  they  wen 
engaged  in  prophesying  there.  And  a 
young  man  went  and  told  Moses. 
Joshua  was  standing  near  enough  to 
hear  the  intelligence,  and  addressing 
himself  to  Moses,  he  said,  "  My  Lord, 
Moses,  forbid  them."  But  Moses,  in- 
stead of  forbidding  them,  reproved 
Joshua  by  saying,  "Enviest  thou  for 
my  fake?  Would  to  God  that  all  the 
Lord's  people  were  prophets,  and  that 
iho  Lord  would  put  his  spirit  upon 
them."  As  they  were  probably  pre- 
vented from  going  with  the  other  elders 
to  the  tabernacle,  they  preformed  the 
functions  of  their  office  in  the  camp. 

MEDAN— [Me'dan,]  judgment,  pro- 
cess, measure,  catering. 
Med  an  was  the  third  son  of  Abra- 
ham by  his  wife,  Keturah.  Though 
tho  account  of  the  patriarch's  marriage 
to  this  woman,  and  of  the  children  he 
had  by  her,  is  not  given  until  after  the 
death  of  Sarah  is  recorded,  yet  it  may 
bo  possible  that  Moses  has  given 
account  out  of  its  chronological  .  .. 
Fiifits  are  sometimes  thus  related  in  the 


sacred  writings.  He  was  one  of  the 
six  sons  of  Keturah,  whose  names  arc 
given  in  Gen.  xxv:  2.  Where  the  de- 
scendants of  Medan  settled  is  not  cer- 
tainly known ;  but  it  is  thought  they 
dwelt  in  that  part  of  Arabia  .Fetre.i 
contiguous  to  tho  land  of  Moab,  east- 
ward of  the  Dead  Sea,  for  tho  people 
of  this  country  are  called  Madianeans 
Madianitea 

MEFiETABEL-[Me-het'a-he],]  how 
good  is  God. 
Was  the  wife  of  Radar,  a  king  of 
Edom,  who  succeeded  Baal-hanan. 
Sho  wag  the  daughter  of  Matred  and 
the  grand-daughter  of  Mezahab.     Gen. 


Mehujael  was  the  son  of  Irad  and 
the  father  of  Methusael,  and  ho  is  re- 
ferred to  amOE.a;  tli«  <~:o;:m;iJa.itfs  of 
Cain.     Gun.  iv :  18. 

ME  HITMAN—  [Me-hu'-man.] 

Mehtjman  was  one  of  tho  seven 
chamberlains  that  served  in  tho  pres- 
ence of  Ahasnerus,  who  were  com- 
manded to  bring  Vashti  tho  queen 
before  him,  that  lie  might  show  her 
beauty  to  the  people,  but  sho  refused 
to  come  and  was  & 


MELCHISHTJA— [Mel-ki-shu'-a.] 

Melchishua  was  one  of  the  sons 
of  Saul  who  was  engaged  with  him 
in  war  with  the  Philistines,  and  his 
death  is  recorded  in  1st  Sam.  xxsi :  2. 

MELATIAH  —  [  Mel'-a-ti-ah,  ] 
affording  honey. 
Melatiah  was  a  Gibeonifco  who 
assisted  in    rebuilding   the  walls  of 
Jerusalem.    Neh.  iii :  7. 

MELCHI,  1  —  [Mel'-ki,]    my  king, 

Was  son  of  Janna,  and  ancestor  of 
Joseph  in  the  genealogy  of  Jesus 
Christ.    Luke,  iii :  24. 

MELCHI,  2— My  king,  my  coumel 

Was  the    son    of  Addl,  and_  his 

Luke,  iii  r  28. 
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MH1CHIAH— [Mel-li'-ah.] 

Waa  a.  priest,  and  the  father  of 
Pashur.    -Jer.  xxl :  1. 

MELOHIBL— [Mel-ki'-eL] 

Was  tic  father  of  Channis,  who 
was  one  of  the  three  governors  of 
Bethulia. 

MELCHIZBDEK—  [Mcl-kiz'-ze-dek] 
king  of  righteousness. 

There  has  boon  ranch  conjecture  as 
to  who  this  person  was.  Disputes  have 
arisen,  and  much  discussion  has  been 
elicited  regarding  him.  Some  have 
thought  ho  was  a  divine  person  and 
not  a  man.  Some  believe  him  to  have 
been  Christ,  or  the  Son  of  God,  the 
second  person  in  tlie  Trinity,  and  others 
he  was  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Divine 
Spirit.  But  when  we  come  to 
consider  (he  representation  given  of 
him  by  Mo.*:i  in  ilie  O'd  Tesl.fi  irciM-, 
and  by  Paul  in  the  New  Testament,  we 
are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
a  mere  man. 

Melchizedek  was  the  king  of  Salem 
Gen.  siv:  18,  and  priest  of  Ihe  mosL 
high  God,  Hcb.  vh:  1.  The  account 
jiivou  of  him  in  Gen.  xiv  i,-j  as  follows: 
When  Abram  was  returning  from  the 
pursuit  of  (he  confederate  kings,  and 
the  conquest  of  them,  with  the  recov- 
ery of  his  nephew  Lot  and  his  family, 
with  the  spoils  he  had  taken  in  war, 
Melchizedek  met  him  with  a  blessing 
on  his  lips,  for  he  blessed  Abram  in  the 
name  of  the  most  high  God,  and  he 
brought  forth  to  him  bread  and  wine, 
The  object  he  had  in  view  evidently 
was  to  refresh  the  conqueror,  with  his 
weary  and  exhausted  men.  They  had 
made  a  rapid  march  after  Chedorla- 
omer  and  his  allies,  had  engaged  them 
in  battle  and  had  conquered  them  at 
Hobah,  and  now  had  returned  with  the 
prisoners  and  spoils.  He  knew  they 
were  wearied  and  fatigued,  and  1 
had   prepare  J    them    this  repast, 

now  offered  it    to    them.     Ab 

acknowledged  tho  favor,  and  heard  the 
praises  that  Melchizedek  gave  to  the 
most  high  G-od,  and  he  gavo  the  good 
king  of  Salem  tithes  of  all,  intending 
those  tithes  as  a  tribute  to  his  God, 
whose  priest  Melchizedek  was. 

Upon  the  cireu instance  thus  narrated 
wo  have  the  representation  given  of 
Melchizedek  by  the  apostle  Paul,  Heb. 
vii.    From  the  oh  aract eristics  given  by 


the  apostle,  we  learn  that  he  was  a 
great  and  good  man,  being  "King  of 
ii.i;:lucori£ticss,  and  after  that  alsij 
King  of  Salem,  which  is  King  ot 
Peace— without  father,  without  mother, 
without  descent,  having  neither  be- 
ginning of  days  nor  end  of  life,  but 
made  like  unto  the  Son  of  God  abideth 
a  priest  continually."  That  is,  he  was 
not  reckoned  in  Jewish  genealogies  as 
a,  priest,  not  descended  from  the  Jewish 
Sacerdotal  tribe,  or  tho  stock  that  God 
had  appointed  for  the  office  of  priest  in 
the  family  of  patriarchs,or  from  the  tribe 
that  was  afterwards  consecrated,  that 
of  Levi,  to  officiate  in  tho  sacred  office. 
Melchizedek  was  probably  of  the  seed 
of  Canaan,  a  descendant  of  Ham,  which 
seed  was  under  tho  malediction  of 
heaven,  accursed  of  God,  and  therefore 
without  tho  honor  of  genealogy.  It  is 
"  '  that  the  father  and  mother  of 
.  ...  id e k  were  unknown,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  phraseology,  "without 
father,  without  mother,"  &c.  His  pa- 
rentage, the  time  and  place  of  his  birth, 
not  being  recorded,  wore  not  known. 
As  a  mortal  man,  he  had  assuredly  be- 
ginning of  days  and  end  of  Ki'e.  He 
"is  born,  lived  and  died ;  but  his  birth 

id  death  arc  not  recorded.  Melchiz- 
edek was  a  great  man,  the  most  im- 
portant character  in  all  that  country,  a 
sort  of  universal  priest,  having  none 
superior  to  him.  He  was  confessedly 
superior  to  Abraham  himself.  l;  Now 
consider  how  great  this  man  was,  unto 
whom  even  the  patriarch  Abraham 
gave  the  tenth  of  the  spoils."  And 
the  apostle  tells  us,  "  without  all  con- 
tradiction, the  loss  is  blessed  of  the 
bettor."  and  he  tells  us  further,  that 
even  Levi,  who  was  appointed  to  re- 
ceive tithes,  paid  tithes  in  Abraham, 
for  he  was  yet  in  tho  loins  of  his  father 
when  Melehizoi.lok  met  him." 

Melchizedek  is  made  a  type  of 
Christ,  and  his  priesthood  typical  of 
the  priesthood  of  Christ.  Ps.  ex :  4 ; 
"Thou  art  a  priest  forever,  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedek."  Tho  priest- 
hood of  Christ  is  to  abide.  There  is 
something  typical  in  theperson,  name, 
office,  and  residence.  His  person  we 
have  referred  to  already  a3  being  typi- 
cal of  Christ.  Melchizedek  was  not  of 
the  line  of  Priests ;  so  Christ  was  not 
of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  but  of  Judah. 

The  name  Melchizedek  signifies  the 
righteous  king,  or  king  of  righteous- 
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nees,  and  tins  ia  one  of  the  titles  of  our 
blessed  Lord.  He  is  the  ruler  of  a 
kingdom  established  in  righteousness, 
and  carried  on  under  the  principle  of 
righteousness.  He  is  a  king  of  right- 
eousness,— essential  righteousness  De- 
longs  to  him  and  to  no  other  king ; 
hence,  Melchizedek  could  only  bear  the 
name  as  a  type  or  rcproscniativo  of 
Christ.  But  as  to  his  office,  he  was  a 
priest  of  the  Most  High  God,  and  a 
prince  as  well  as  a  priest  He  sus- 
tained the  double  office  of  king  and 
Sriest,  and  in  this  typified  the  lord 
esus  Christ.  And  his  residence,  and 
the  centre  of  his  kingdom  and  author- 
ity as  a  teacher  as  well  as  a  ruler,  was 
Salem^  which  signifies  peace.  So 
Christ  is  called  the  "Prince  of  Peace." 
He  came  to  earth  on  the  glorious  em- 
bassy of  establishing  peace  between 
God  and  his  revolted  creatures— man. 
His  gospel  on  earth  is,  peace  and  good 
will  to  man.  Through  him  alone  are 
wo  reconciled  as  offenders,  to  God  the 
offended. 

MELZAR. 

Melzah  was  the  first  steward  of 
Babylon,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
captives  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Mishael, 
and  Azariah.  These  four  young  men 
desired  not  to  eat,  of  the  portion  that 
had  been  appointed  them  by  the  king, 
and  they  proponed  to  Melzar  that  he 
should  feed  them  with  pulse  and  wa- 
ter. Daniel  requested  ho  would  permit 
them  to  try  the  diet,  that  he  proposed, 
ten  days,  and  if,  at  the  end  of  the  ten 
days,  he  and  his  companions  did  not 
look  fairer  and  fatter  in  flesh  than 
any  of  those  who  eat  the  portion  of 
the  king's  meat,  they  would  submit, 
MelzaT  accordingly  tried  them,  and,  at 
the  end  of  the  ten  days,  was  satisfied 
that  their  diet  agreed  with  thorn,  lie 
therefore  met  their  wishes  by  taking 
away  the  portion  of  the  king's  meat, 
and  continued  to  give  them  pulse  to 
cat  and  water  to  drink,  Daniel,  i: 
11-10. 

MEN  AHEM— [Men'-a-hem,]  com- 

fortsrl  who  conducts;  tltnii. 

Menauem  was  the  son  of  Cadi,  and 
probably  a  general  under  Zaohariah, 
the  son  of  the  second  Jeroboam.  They 
were  both  of  them  kings  of  Israel. 


Zacharlah's  reign  was  very  short,  only 
sis  months,  when  he  was  slain  by  Shal- 
'  m,  the  fionof  Jabcsh,  who  usurped 

thority  and  ascended  Zachariah's 
throne.    2d  Kings,  xv. 

Shailum  had  scarcely  ascended  the 
throne  until  Menahem,  hearing  that 
his  ttaster  was  murdered,  went  against 
him  with  an  armed  force  and  cut  him 
off,  then  seized  the  crown  for  himself 
Ho  was  not  readily  acknowledged  by 
the  hihabifLuris  of  the  country  between' 
Tirzah  and  Tiphsah,  at  which  he  be- 
came enraged  and  vented  his  cruel  spite 
upon  them,  by  murdering  them,  ripping 
up  the  women  with  child,  and  dashing 
the  little  infants  to  pieces,  in  Tiphsah, 
and  the  sunmmdiD/;'  country. 

It  was  not  lor.g  after  ho  commenced 
his  reign,  thus  in  blood,  that  the  Assy- 
rians invaded  his  kingdom,  and  he- pro- 
posed friendship  with  them  by  giving 
them  a  thousand  talents  of  silver. 

Menahem  procured  this  money  of 
the  people  of  Israel.  Ho  exacted  of  all 
the  mighty  men  of  wealth,  fifty  shekels 
of  silver,  to  give  to  Pul,  the  king  of 
Assyria,  that  his  hand  might  he  with 
him  to  confirm  the  kingdom  and  estab- 
lish it.  Ho  succeeded  in  this  matter 
ao  that  Pul  gave  up  the  conquest  of 


way  of  Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Kebat, 
who  made  Israel  to  sin.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded on  the  throne  by  Pokaiah,  his 
son,  who  reigned  two  years,  and  was 
murdered  in  his  own  house  by  Pekah, 
the  sou  of  Eemaliah,  one  of  his  cap- 
tains. Thus  was  tho  sin  of  Menahem. 
vi-iti'd  upon  hi-  posterity. 

MEPHIBOSHETH,  1— [Me-6V-o- 

shct'hj  out  of  my  mouth  proceeds 
reproach, 

MEPnrBOSTTETn  was  a  son  of  King 
Saul  by  his  concubine  Rizpah.  He 
was  the  brother  of  Annom,  and  one 
of  the  seven  sons  of  Saul  who  were 
delivered  by  David  into  the  hands  of 
tho  Gibeonites  to  he  hung  in  Gibeah, 
as  an  atonement,  for  an  injury  inflicted 
upon  them  by  Saul  in  his  lifetime. 
Rizpah  watched  the  dead  bodies  of 
her  sons  from,  the  begiuning  of  har- 
vest until  tho  autumnal  rains,  which 
was  probably  about  five  months.  2d. 
■■vim.  xx.i  ;  8,9. 
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MEPHIBOSHEIH,  2— Out  of  my 

■1,1,011.:! i,  proviu'di  rfproaoh. 
Mepijieosuetii  was  the  son  of 
Jonathan,  and  fi  grandson  of  King 
Saul.  IIo  was  a  little  child  in  tlio 
arms  of  a  nurse  at  the  time  his  father 
Jonathan  was  killed  in  battle.  On 
the  day  of  the  Gilboa  battle  the  in- 
telligence reached  the  household  of 
the  King,  and  the  nurse  who  had 
charge  of  MepMbosheth  was  so 
alarmed  at  the  tidings,  and  so  terri- 
fied, that  she  Jet  the  child  fall— and 
the  fall  inflicted  an  injury  that  made 
him  lame  in  both  his  feet  his  whole- 
lifetime.  2d  Sam.  iv:  4.  Ho  was  five 
years  old  when  he  received  this  in- 
jury. He  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  the  family  of  Machir,  the 
son  of  Ammiel  of  Lodebar,  and  was 
"  "ykept  hi  this  family  secretly, 


■  IV  1. 1:11^    111    i  lli  ■  i.'.Liiii^   ;-•.-■'  ..;ii_.  . 

e  enemies  of  the  house  of  Saul 
should  sky  him,  as  the  last  member 
of  bis  family,  and  so  put  royal  honors 
for  descendants  of  the  fallen  king 
beyond  all  hope. 

When  David  the  successor  of  Saul 
was  established  on  the  throne  of 
Israel,  and  had  conquered  a  peace 
with  the  Philistines,  and  also  with 
(be  Moabites — he  heard  of  Ziba  a 
servant  of  King  Saul,  and  he  sent  for 
him  and  examined  him  to  sec  if  he 
was  the  one  who  had  saved  the  first 
king  of  Israel.  He  then  asked  him 
if  there  were  any  left  of  the  house  of 
Saul  "  that  he  might  shew  the  kind- 
ness of  God  unto  him."  He  wished 
to  show  the  highest  degree  of  kind- 
ness because  of  the  covenant  of  God, 
or  the  covenant  that  God  was  a  wit- 
ness to— made  between  Mm  and  Jou- 
athan.  Ziba  then  informed  the  king 
that  there  was  one  left  of  the  house 
of  Saul,  and  he  was  a  sou  of  Jon- 
athan, MepMbosheth,  and  that  he 
was  lame  in  his  feet. 

David  was  glad  that  there  was  one 
left,  and  especially  that  that  one  was 
a  son  of  Jonathan.  He  asked  where 
MepMbosheth  was,  and  was  informed 
that  he  was  in  Lodebar.  IIo  bade 
Ziba  bring  him  to  him;  Mephibo- 
shcth was  accordingly  brought  and 
entered  into  tho  presence  of  King 
David.  Fearing  lest  some  barm  was  to 
befall  him,  "  he  fell  on  his  face  and 
did  reverence.''  David  addressed 
him  kindly  and  affectionately  and  so 
quieted  his  fears,  "  Fear  not  for  I  will 
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surely  show  thee  kindness  for  Jon- 
than,  thy  father's  sake,  and  will  re- 
store thee  all  (he  land  of  Saul  thy 
father,"  all  the  landed  estate  of  Kish, 
the  father  of  Saul.  David  as  king 
might  have  retained  this,  but  in  do- 
ing so  he  would  have  violated  the 
law  of  the  lerceiilo.;;  rcganj.ii;;;;  es- 
tates going  to  the  family  or  descend- 
ants of  tho  d 


upon  him  tho  honor  of  eating  bread 
at  bis  table.  The  former  was  but  jus- 
tice ;  but  this  latter  was  voluntary 
kindness,  and  it  was  kindness  that 
could  hardly  bo  excelled.  He  was 
lame  on  both  his  feet,  and  so  unfit  lor 
public  employment.  Mcphtho^hclli 
accepted  the  favor  with  humility  and 
complaisance,  and  entered  at  once 
upon  the  enjoyment  of  the  honor  ■ 
but  be  was  not  alone  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  honor,  for  ho  had  ; 
young  son  whose  name  was  Mica]] 
who  shared  with  him  in  the  inheri 
tancc.  David  ordered  iliba-  and  hi 
family  of  fifteen  sons  and  twenty  ser 
vants  to  cultivate  for  Mephi  i.joriher.1. 
and  his  son  the  entire  inheritance 
td&wi.  ix. 

Some  years  after  this  Absalom  re- 
belled a^aiast  David,  bin  father,  and 
forced  him  to  quit  his  capital  and  flea 
lor  bis  life  from  the  violence  of  a  rebel 
son,  Mepbibosbeth  desired  very  much 
1.0  accompany  1};ivh!  in  bis  flight,  for 
ho  felt  gratitude  I'.i  liini  as  a  benefac- 
tor ;  hence,  he  ordered  Ziba,  his  ser- 
vant, to  saddle'  him.  an  ass  that  bo 
might  accompany  him.  Since  he  could 
not  go  on  foot  on  account  of  his  lame- 
ness, he  wished  to  ride.  Ziba  instead 
(if  obeying  him  turned  a  traitor  to  Me- 
pMbosheth and  lils  interest,  and  set 
himself  to  work  to  tarn  David  against 
Mm,  and  secure  the  estate  for  himself 
and  his  family.  Ho  leFt  his  helpless 
master  in  Jerusalem  and  followed  after 
David  himself  with  a  present  of  two 
hundred  loaves  of  bread,  and  a  hund- 
red bunches  of  raisins,  and  a  hundred 
summer  fruits,  and  a  bottle  of  wine. 
Ziba  then  told  David  that  Mephibo- 
shcth was  waiting  in  Jerusalem  in  the 
hopes  that  his  enemies  would  prevail 
against  him  ;  and  in  the  event  they  did 
succeed  bo  hoped  in  some  way  to  be 
restored  to  the  throne  of  his  grand- 
father Saul.    "And  Ziba  said  unto  the 
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king,  Beheld,  !',::  abiiieih  at  Jerusalem  , 

for  lie  said,  To-day  sh all  the  house  of 
Israel  revere  1110  tlio  kingdot  "  . 
father."  What  a  base  wretch  was 
Ziba  I  and  how  unfounded  waa  the  ac- 
cusation brought  against  tho  peaceable, 
loyal  and  innocent  son  of  Jonathan! 
.Davie!  acted  veryiv.shly  in  this  Knitter, 
for  ho  credited  the  foul  slander,  and 
transferred  tho  estate,  or  the  proceeds 
of  tho  estate,  at  once  to  Ziba  and_  his 
family.  He  ought  to  hare  examined 
the  circumstance,  and  not  inconsider- 
ately have  spoiled  an  innocent  man.  to 
reward  a  villain.    But  so  it  was. 

After  the  defeat  of  Absalom,  David 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  and  one 
first  persons  lie  met  was  " 
in  deep  mourning,  for  ne  naci  noi 
dressed  hi:  fret  nor  trimmed  his  heard, 
nor  wished  his  clothes  from  the  day 
that  David  fled  in  haste  from  Jerusa- 
lem, until  the  day  that  he  returned 
again  in  peace.  He  ashed  Mephibo- 
sheth  why  he  had  not  gone  along  with 
him.  He  then  told  tho  king  that  he 
had  intended  to  go,  and  had  ordered 
his  servant  Ziba  to  saddle  him  an  ass. 
David  then  probably  told  him  the  re- 
port that  had  come  to  him.  Mephibo- 
sheth  refuled  the  slander,  and  told  how 
Ziba  had  deceived  him :  but  he  added 
in  this  conversation,  ':My  lord,  the 
king  Is  as  an  anael  of  God  ;  do  there- 
fore what  is  good  in  thine  eves."  He 
did  not  complain  that  the  king  had  so 
rashly  decided  apin-st  him  and  given 
the  lauds  to  Ziba.  Ho  did  not  ask  to 
have  it  restored  to  him ;  but  he  said, 
"Let  Ziba  take  it ;  I  am  content,  since 
the  king  has  safely  returned  to  his 
throne.  But  David  did  annul  the 
gift  be  had  made  to  'Ziba,  and  placed 
the  estate  just  where  it  was  before.  Ho 
did  not  punish  Ziba  for  his  treachery 
and  villainous  conduct;  but  since  he 
had  been  so  long  a  servant  In  the  house 
of  Saul,  and  there  were  so  few  of  Haul's 
family  to  whom  he  eould  show  kind- 
ness, he  left  him  in  his  position.  2d 
rW..  xix :  2-1-30. 

In  1st  Chron.  viii:  35,  wo  learn  that 
Mi  cah,  the  son  of  Mephibosheth,  had 
four  sons,  and  these  Four  sons  m  all 
probability  had  a  numerous  posterity. 

MERATOTH,  l-[Me-m'-yotL] 

Mekaiotti  was  tho  son  of  Ahituh, 
the  high-priest.  1st  Chronicles,  ix:  II. 
The  high-priest  here  is  called    "the 
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ruler  of  the  house  of  God."  As  Joshua, 
the  son  of  Jozedek;  appears  to  have 
been  the  high-priest  at  this  time,  and 
Seraiah,  the  second  priest.  It  is  thought 
by  some  that  Meraioth  is  the  same 
person. 

MERAIOTH,  2. 

Meraioth  was  the  son  of  Seraiah, 
and  the  father  of  Amariah,  who  is 
named  among  the  high-priests,  in  1st 
Chron.  vi :  6.  Hera  tho  genealogy  of 
Levi  and  Aaron  is  given,  and  tho  offi- 
ces of  the  priests  and  Levites,  are  set 
forth,  with  the  cities  that  were  as- 
signed to  them. 

MEBAJtl— [Me-ra'ri,]  bitter7  to  pro- 

Merari  was  ih&  third  son  of  Levi, 
and  the  father  of  Mahli  and  Mushi, 
Num.  iii :  20.  The  families  of  these 
sons  of  Merari  were  very  uumer- 
.  for  when  the  Hebrews  came  out 
of  the  laud  of  Egypt,  it  is  said  of  the 
Merarites  that  their  males  from  a 
month  old  and  upwards  were  six  thou- 
sand two  hundred,  and  they  had 
amongst  them  fit  for  service  aboot 
three  thousand  two  hundred,  who 
were  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and 
fifty  years. 

Tho  chief  of  the  family  was  Zurial, 

.e  son  of  Abihail.  and  their  position 
.__  marching  was  on  the  north  tide  of 
the  tabernacle.  They  went  first  of  all 
the  Levites,  were  in  the  front,  and 
having  in  their  custody  and  charge 
tho  hoards  of  the  tabernacle,  and  the 
bars,  and  the  pillars,  and  the  sockets, 
and  all  tho  vessels  thereof,  and  all 
that  serveth  tlrereto ;  and  tho  pillars 
of  the  court  round  about,  and  their 
sockets,  and  their  pins,  and  their 
cords.;  and  these  Merarites  were  placed 
under  the  charge  of  Ithamar,  the  son 
of  Aaron.  See  Numbers,  iii  and  iv 
ptcrs. 

lome  of  the  posterity  of  Merari 
:e  sacred  porters  in  the  time  of 
David,  and  are  referred  to   in  1st 
Cln-L-M-,.  xsvi:  19- 

When  the  Levites  applied  to  Elea- 
zar,  tho  successor  of  Aaron,  and  to 
Joshua  with  the  elders  of  Israel,  for 
cities_  to  dwell  in  according  to  the 

Sromtse  that  had  been  given  them  by 
loses,  their  request  was  granted,  and 
the  children  of  Merari  had  twelve 
cities  appointed  them  out  of  the  tribes 
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of  Reuben,  Gad  and  Zebultin.  Tlie 
names  of  their  cities  as  given  in' Jos. 
sxi:  34-40  ai-c  Jokneam  Kartah, 
Dininah,  Nahalal,  Bezer,  Kcdcmoth, 
Jahazah,  Mephaath,  Ramoth-Gilead 
Mahanaim,  Heshbon  and  Jazcr,  and 
these  same  cities  are  referred  to  as 
given  to  Merari  in  1st  Chronicles  vl : 
77-81. 

MERCTIEIAS— [Mei-cn'-ri-as,]    a 

false  god;   from  the  Latin  word 
m.e/rco.ri.  "to  buy  or  sell,"   bp.cav.nr. 
he  presided  over  ■rn.ere.hu ndise ;  in 
Greek.,  hermea,   "orator"   or   "in- 
terpreter." 
Mercuriu3  or  Mercury  was  one  of 
the   fiibnlisus   heathen   gods.     lie  was 
worshiped  by  the  heathens,  as  the  god 
of  learning,  eloquence  and  trade,  and  it 
is  said  was'famons  for  lying  and  deceit. 
There  is  a  reference  made  to-  this  false 
god  in  Acts  xiv  :  12,  where  we  have  ai 
account  of  Paul  and  Barn  a  has  perform 
ing  the  miracle  of  healing  an  impotent 
man,  who  was  a  cripple  in  his  feet  from 
his    birth.      Paul    is    the    actor    and 
speaker  in  the  scene  described.    The 
people  of  Lystra  looked  on  with  won- 
der and  astonishment  and  exclaimed, 
"The  Gods  are  come  down  to  us  in  the 
likeness  of  men,  and  they  called  Bar- 
nabas, Jupiter;  and  Paul,  Merourias,  he- 
cause  ho  was  the  chief  speaker. 

MERAB— [Me'-rabJ   U  that  fights, 
he  (hat  multiplies. 

Mbeab  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Saul,  the  first  King  of  Israel.  When 
the  L'liili.-tines  were  fighting  against 
Israel,  and  Goliath,  the  giant  of  Cmij. 
was  defying  the  armies  of  the  Jiving 
God,  King  Saul  promised  to  enrich 
with  great  riches  the  man  who  should 
kill  Goliath;  and  in  addition  to  reward- 
ing him  with  riches,  he  promised  to  give 
the  conqueror  of  his  enemy,  k:- 
daughter  to  wife.  So  the  men  of 
informed  David,  when  ho  visited  the 
army,  1st  Sam.  xvii:  25.  And  Saul 
himself  said  to  David,  (after  having 
failed  to  give  him  his  daughter  to  wile 
upon  his  killing  Goliath.)  when  he  re- 
moved him  from  his  presence  and  made 
him  captain  over  a  thousand ;  "be  thou 
valiant,  and  I  will  give  thee  myeldi 
daughter  Merab  to  wife."  But  the  ji 
lection  of  Saul  was  to  rid  himself  of 
David,  of  whom  he  was  very  jealous. 


MER 

David  was  valiant  in  "righting  the 
Lord's  battles,"  but  Saul  gave  his 
daughter  Merab  to  another,  and  not 
to  him.  Merab  became  the  wife  of 
Adriel  the  Mebolathite,  and,  was  the 
mother  of  the  five  sons  of  Saul  or 
grandsons,  who  were  given  with  the 
two  sons  of  Eizpan,  to  the  Gibeonites 
to  be  hung.  We  have  an  account  of 
the  circumstance  of  the  death  of  the 
five  sons  of  Adriel,  the  Meholatbite, 
which  sons  were  brought  up  by  Michal, 
the  daughter  of  Saul,  for  Adriel.  2d 
Sam.  xxi  :  8.  It  may  bo  that  Merab' 
died  while  these  sons  were  small,  and 
that  her  sister  Michal  took  charge-  of 
them  and  brought  them  up,  or  trained 
them  as  the  sons  of  a  king.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  Adriel  was  not  married  to 
Michal,  for  she  was  first  the  wife  of 
David,  and  afterwards  Saul  gave  her  to 
Phalliel.  And  when  David  was  made 
king  in  Hebron,  and  Abner  was  about 
to  transfer  the  house  of  Saul  to  David 
,:i>ul  his  kingdom.  David  demanded  oi.' 
Ishbosheth,  his  wife  Michal,  and  she 
waa  taken  from  her  husband  Phaltiel, 
and  delivered  up  to  David. 

MEEEMOTH,  l-[Mer'-re-moth.] 

Merejiotti  was   a  son  of  Urijab 

the  priest,  the  head  of  the  seventh 
course  of  priests  instituted  by  David. 
We  have  an  account  in  Ezra,  viii :  33, 
of  his  being  appointed  to  weigh  and 
register  the  gold  and  silver  vessels!  of 
the  temple.  In  the  rebuilding  of  the 
wall  he  took  an  active  part,  and  his- 
position  as  a  workman  is  given  us  in 
Neb..  Hi:  4. 

MEEEMOTH,  2, 

Was  one  of  the  people  of  the  sons 
of  Rani  who  had  married  a  foreign 
wife.    Ez.  x :  36. 

MEEEMOTH,  3. 

Was  at  the  head  of  a  family  of 
priests  who  sealed  the  covenant  with 
Nehemiah,  the  name  also  occurs  in 
the  list  of  those  who  went  up-  with 
Zerubbahel.     Weh.  x :  5 ;  Neb.  xii :  3. 

MEBES— [W-rez.] 

Was  one  of  the  seven  counselors 
of  king  Ahasuerus — they  are  said  to 
be   wise  men  who   knew  the  times.. 
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MERODACH,  1— [He-»MtkJ  bit- 
ter, contrition ;  in  Syriac,  the  lit- 
tin  lord. 

Merodach  who  is  called  Mero- 
dach Baladan,  was  the  son  of  Bala- 
dan,  king  of  Babylon.  After  Hezc- 
kiah  had  been  sick  and  had  recovered, 
ho  sent  messengers  to  him  to  con- 
gratulate him  upon  his  recovery.  In 
2d  Kings,  ss,  and  also  in  Isa.  xxxix, 
wc  have  the  account  of  ti:e  king's 
sickness  and  the  prophet's  message  to 
him,  uTgiug  him  to  prepare  for  death 
in  the  following  language :  "  Set  thine 
house  in  °ordei-  for  thou  skalt  die  and 
not  live."  Hezckiah  prayed  that  his 
life  might  be  extended.  Ilia  prayer 
was  beard  and  fifteen  years  were  ad- 
ded to  his  life — so  the  prophet  Isaiah 
informed  him,  .As  the  means  were 
being  used  to  restore  him  to  health, 
the  kmgaskod  for  a  sign  that  lie  should 
be  restored.  A  sign  was  given  him 
in  the  shadow  .going  back  ten  degrees 
in  the  sun  dial  of  Alms. 

Merodach  Baladan  in  all  probabil- 
ity had  heard  of  the  miracles  con- 
nected with  Ilezekiali's  recovery,  and 
especially  the  backward,  motion  of 
the  sun,  and  lie  wished  to  congratu- 
late him  upon  these  miracles,  and 
■especially  upon  bis  recovery  to  health. 
The  messengers  were  treated  "with 
g-i'e:>tcoi;ri:esy  and  respect. 

Merodach  was  a  great  king,  and 
much  honored  after  his  death.  A 
massive  idagc  was  erected  to  his 
memory  and  worshiped,  and  when 
Cyrua  the  Persian  conqueror  took  the 
city  and  country,  the  image  of  Mero- 
dach was  broken  in  pieces. 

MERODACH,  2— Bitter,  contrition; 

in  Syvioc...  the  Hid",  lord. 
Merodach  is  called  Evil  Mero- 
dach, and  was  the  son  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, tko  great  king  of  Babylon, 
It  is  thought  Nebuchadnezzar  sup- 
posed (bis  son  would  he  like  the  for- 
mer Merodach,  and  hence  gave  him 
his  name,  but  he  turned  out  to  be  a 
very  weak  man,  and  incompetent  for 
governing  a  kingdom.  [See  Evil  Me- 
rodach.] 

MErfHA— IW-shabJ 

Mesha  wasaking  of  Moab.  2dKings, 
iii  and  iv.  lie  was  tributary  to  Ahab, 
the  king  of  Israel,  paying  yearly  one 
.hundred  thousand  lambs  and  a  hundred 


thousand  rams,  with  the  wool ;  but 
after  Ahab  died,  he  revolted  and  de- 
nied to  the  kingdom  of  Israel  the 
yearly  tributes.  Joram,  or  Jehoram, 
the  son  of  Ahab,  was  king  of  Israel, 
and  at  once  set  himself,  wii.h  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Jews  and  the  Edonutes,to 
subdue  Mesba  and  the  Moabites.  He 
invaded  the  kingdom  of  Moab  and 
routed  Mesha's  army,  without  giving 
him  time  to  put  himself  and  his  army 
in  battle  array  against  him,  with  his 

Mesha  shut  himself  up  in  Ar,  the 
capitol  of  his  kingdom.  The  king  of 
Israel,  the  king  of  Judah  and  the  king 
of  Edom,  then  made  a  march  upon  the 
capitol  and  besieged  it.  In  a  march  of 
seven  days,  the  army  suffered  much  for 
lack  of  water,  and  the  king  of  Israel 
and  the  king  of  Judah  felt  themselves 
to  be  in  extremity.  They  inquired  of 
Elisba  the  prophet  as  to  what  they 
should  do  in  their  want  for  water,  and 
whether  they  should  persist  in  follow- 
ing up  Mesha,  the  king  of  Moab.  Eli- 
sha  told  them  that  the  valley  whore 
they  were  camped  should  be  full  of 
water,  so  that  their  want  and  tho  want 
of  (heir  cattle  and  beasts  should  be 
supplied,  and  furthermore,  that  the 
Moabites  should  he  delivered  into  their 
hands — that  thoy  should  j-oiuiiuly  s 
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country.  In  the  morning,  according  to 
the  words  of  Eiisha,  the  valley  was 
full  of  water,  and  tho  water  had  the 
appearance  to  Mcsba  and  the  Moabites 
of  clood,  as  tbo  rising  sun  shone  upon 
it,  Mesha  thought  that  the  confeder- 
ate hosts  had  fallen  into  confusion  jb 
the  darkness  of  the  night  and  des- 
troyed each  other,  as  the  Midianites 
did  when  Gideon  inarched  against 
them  in  tbo  plain  of  Moab,  and  ho  ac- 
cordingly gave  orders  for  the  Moabite 
soldiers  to  hasten  to  the  spoil.  Not 
being  properly  drilled  for  war,  they 
rushed  out  in  a  disorderly  manner  and 
easily  fell  a  prey  to  (heir  enemies, 

ftln:n  Mesha  saw  that  the. battle  wits 
against  him,  and  that  his  capitol  was 
about  to  be  taken,  he  took  with  him 
seven  hundred  warriors  and  made  an 
attempt  to  escape  by  breaking  through 
the  troops  of  the  king  of  Edom,  as  he 
thought  that  was  the  weakest  part  of 
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to  the  crown,  and  offered  him  for  a 
burnt  sacrifice  on  the  wall.  He  offered 
him  as  a  sacrifice  to  his  god,  and  on 
the  wall  that  his  enemies  might  sco  it. 
This  waa  evidence  that  Mesha  was  in 
great  extremity.  The  enemy  saw  it 
and  they  immediately  raised  the  siege 
and  went  hack  again  to  their  own 
country. 

We have  an  allusion  in  Amos,  ii :  1, 
to  the  king-  of  Moab  burning  the  bones 
of  the  king  of  Edom  into  lime,  but 
whether  it  was  Mesha,  or  some  other 
l.'mq  i.'i'  JioiJi,  wo  do  not  know. 

MESHACII—  [Me'-shak,]  that 

draws  vnih  force.,   that  svrroiwU 

the  waters. 
MESHACII,  otherwise  c:>.i!ed  Mi'shae!. 
waa  one  of  the  three  lie  brew  children, 
taken  with  Daniel,  captives  to  Babylon, 
The  prince  of  tlic  eunuchs  of  the  king; 
of  Babylon,  changed  his  name  from 
Mishael  to  Me&haeL  Daniel,  i:  7. 
i'or  the  history  of  Meshach,  sec  Abed- 

1E8HJIO  H— [MV-ehek,]  who  is 
i   by  j 'orai,    sliwi  -ap,   sar- 


was  the  sixth  son  of  Ja- 
pheth,  and  is  referred  to  in  (Jon.  x :  2. 
The  posterity  of  Meahech,  no  doubt, 
became  very  numerous,  though  it  is  not 
certain  who  they  were.  It  is  thought, 
by  some,  that  the  descendants  of  Me- 
sbeeb  are  referred  to  in  Ezck.  xxxii: 
26,  under  the  title  Mesheeh-Tubal. 
"and  all  her  multitude:  her  graves 
are  round  about  him;  all  of  them  unoir- 
enmeised,  slain  by  the-  sword,  though 
they  caused  their-  terror  in  the  land  of 
tho  living." 

("in--i-;<.-;i'i'cd  [lie  chief  prince  of  Mc- 
sbecb  and  Tubal.  Ezekiel,  xxxviii:  2, 
and  some  think  the  descendants  of  Me- 
shech  will  assist  the  Turks  against  the 
Jews,  about  the  time  of  the  beginning 
oftheMillcniura%but  will  perish- in  the 
attempt,  as  Gog  is  represented  as  per- 
ishing in  Ezekiel,  xxxis. 

MESHELEMIAI-I  —  [  Mosb-ebe-mi'- 
ah,]  peace,  perfection,  retribution 
(if  ike  Lord, 
Was  a  Sorbite,  and  one  of  tho  sa- 


miah,  as  the  keeper  of  the  eastern 
gate.     1st  Chron.  ssvi :  14.    He  is  also 


MESHULLEMETH  -  [  Me-slral'-le- 

Waa  the  mother  of  Amon,  a  king  of 
Judah,  and  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Haruz  of  Jotbah.  She  was  the  wife 
of  Manassoh,  Anion's  father.  2d 
Kings,  xxi:  19. 

METHUHABL— [Me-thu'-sa-el,!  who 

demands- his  death, 
Was  the  son  of  Mebujael,  a  descend- 
ant of  Cain  ;  and  ho  was  tho  father  of 
Lantech,  who  was  the  first  one  to  intro- 
duce polygamy  among  I. ho  iiimiiv  of 
man.     Gen.iv:I8,  1& 

METHDSELAH  -  [Me-thu'-se-lahJ 

he  has  seat  Ms  death. 

Methuselah  waa  the  son  of  Enoch, 
that  greai  and  good  man,  whose  char- 
acter as  a  servant  of  the  Most  High 
has  been  admired  iu  all  ages  of  the 
world  since  be  lived  and  passed  away 
to  heaven  without  dying.     Gen.  v :  21. 

Methuselah  hud  a  religious  training. 
Ho  had  constant  ly  before  him  the  pious 
example  of  a  father  who  walked  with 
God,  and  wo  may  reasonably  suppose 
that  esamplo  excited  a  good  influence 
upon  him — that  ho,  too,  was  virtuous 
and  good.  We  know  of  him  that  God 
blessed  him  with  the  longest  life  of  any 
man  Whose  ago  the  Scriptures- present  ;> 
and  it  is  quite  likely  that  bis  life  waa 
the  longest  one  ever  lived.  It  waa 
within  thirty-one  years  of  a  thousand — 


eighty-seven-  years  and  begat  Iiameeh  j 
and  iisZianicch  was  the  father  of  Koah, 
Methuselah  was  bis  grandfather.  He 
lived  not  only  to  see  bis  grandchild, 
but  bis  great-grandchildren — the  three 
sons  of  Noah  who  ware  preserved  in 
(he  ark,  and  whoso  posterity  peopled 
the  new  world.  It  is  said  of  him,  bo 
lived  after  bo  begat  Lameeh  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two  years;  and  it 
isfurthersaid  thatXainech  begatHoali 
when  at  tho  age  of  one  hundred  and 
r:i;i!ity  i  wo  years. 

The  import  of  the  name  Methuseb.h 
is,  '  'his  death  produces,  or  at  his  death 
shall  break  out — the  flood."  Agree- 
ably to  this  the  flood  commenced  the 
very  year  in  which  Methuselah  died. 
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MEZAHAB— [Mea'-a-hab,] 

Was  the  father  of  Matred  and  grand- 
father of  Mcbet.abel,  the  wife  of  lladar. 
a  king  of  Edom.  Gen.  xsxvi :  39  ;  1st 
Ohron.  i:  50. 

MIAMIN,  I— [MU'-mio,] 

A  layman  of  Israel,  of  the  sons  of 
Parosh,  who  had  married  a  strange 
wife  and  put  he i' away  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Ezra.     Ezra,  s:  25. 

MIAMIN.  2, 

A  priest,  who  waut  uj)  from  Babylon 
'.',■■;!  h  Kci/ubLabel.      Neh.  xii  ;  5. 


MIBiIAU—  L^,T ■'■-'  ha:~j 
Was   one   of  David's 


MIBSAM,  2, 

A  soil  of  Simoon,  referred  to  in  1st 
"hron.  iv :  25. 

MIBZiAK— [Mib'-zar,] 

Was  one  of  the  dukes  of  Edorn  after 
the  death  of  Hadad.    God,  sxxvi :  42 

1st  Gliron.  i:  53. 

M1CAH,  1— [Mi'-cah,]  poor,  humble, 
who  striTces,  is  there, 
MiCAII  was  a  native  of  Bit.  Spin-aim, 
near  Shiloh,  the  son  of  a  very  wealthy 
widow  who  was  a  superstitious  idolatO! 
He  is  brought  to  our  view  in  Juil.  xvk 
from  which  we  learn  that  he  stole  from 
his  mother  eleven  hundred  shekels 
silver;  Aasoon  as  the  widow  miss.__ 
the  silver  she  pronounced  the  bitterest 
curses  on  the  thief  who  had  stolen  her 
money,  and  Mi;:ah  heard  her  curses;  he 
beard"  the  imprecations  and  was  alarmed 
lest  the  curses  shook!  fall  on  his  head. 
Ho  therefore  came  to  his  mother  and 
confe-sed  to  bavin;;  taken  (lie  money. 
She  was  very  glad  to  find  that  the 
money  was  yet  in  the  family,  and  when 
he  offered  to  return  it  to  her,  she  was 
so  overjoyed  that,  she  blessed  him,  and 
bade  him  keep  it  to  himself  Ho  how- 
ever would  not  keep  it.  She  then  told 
Mieah  that  she  had  dedicated  it  to  the 
Lord  to  make  a  graven  image  and  a 
molten  image  for  their  family  worship. 
Mieah's  mother  then  gave  (wo  hundred 
shekels  of  the  silver  to  the  founder  who 
made  the  images.    One  was  graven 


other  molten.  Whether  they  were  made 
to  resemble  something  Iselonging  to  the 
tabernacle,  we  do  not  know.  But  they 
were  placed  in  a  house  or  room  of  the 
dwelling  house,  and  Mieah  made  an 
ephod  and  teraphim,  and  consecrated 

Sometime  after  this  a  young  man  out 
of  Bethlehem-Judah,  a  Levite  who  had 
probably  married  into  the  family  or 
tribe  of  Judah,  or  his  mother  may  have 
been  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  aud  his 
father  of  the  tribe  of  Levi — this  young 
man  was  in  search  of  a  home,  and  he 
came  to  Bit.  Ephraim  to  the  house  of 
Blieah.  No  sooner  had  Blicah  learned 
that  he  was  a  Levite,  than  he  invited 
him  to  stay  with  him,  and  he  a  priest 
in  his  family.  The  young  Levite 
agreed  to  tarry  and  serve  Mieah  and  his 
family,  for  the  sum  of  ten  shekels  of 
silver  a  year,  and  a  suit  of  apparel  and 
his  food.  This  young  Levite  after  tar- 
rying awhile  with  Blieah  concluded  to 
leave  him  without  let  ting  him  know;  and 
be  went  away  secretly,  and  carried  with 
him  the  idols  of  Mieah.  lie  went  in 
company  with  sis  hundred  Danitcs  to 
Laisn.  No  sooner  had  Mieah  missed 
his  gods  than  almost  frantic  with  grief 
be  called  his  neighbors  together  and 
with  them  he  pursued  after  the  Danitcs 
and  over  took  them.  As  soon  as  they 
saw  him  they  mocked  him  by  saying: 
"what  ailcth  thec  that  thou  comest  with 
such  a  company?"  Mieah  answered 
"  Yc  have  taken  away  my  gods,  which 
I  made,  and  the  priest,  and  ye  are  gone 
away;  and  what  have  I  more?  and 
what  is  this  ye  say  unto  me,  What 
niliilb  thee?" 

They  mocked  him  still  more,  and 
threatened  him  with  the  loss  of  life  of 
himself  and  his  household,  if  he  did 
not  cease  to  complain  thus  of  them. 
Though  ho  told  them  that  they  had 
rendered  him  wretched  and  miserable 
by  taking  away  his  gods,  yet  would 
they  not  pity. 

When  Blicah  saw  that  they  were  too 
strong  for  him,  he  turned  in  his  wretch- 
edness and  went  back  to  his  house,  and 
bis  neighbors,  who  attended  liim,  went 
with  him.    Judges,  si :  8-26. 

M  I  C  A  H,   2  —  Foot,   humble,   who 
strikns,  is  there. 
MiCAII  was  one  of!  be  lesser  proph- 
ets.    He  was  an  inhabitant  of  Mor- 
asliatfr  near  Gath ;  he  was  coteuipo- 
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rary  as  a  prophet  with  Isaiah,  and 
prophesied  doling  the  reigns  of  Jo- 
tham,  Aliaz  and  Hezekiah.  That  he 
prophesied  as  late  as  the  last  named 
kin§  is  evident  from.  Jer.  xxvi :  18, 
"  Micah  the  Morasthite  propkecied  in 
tho  days  of  llcssckhih." 

Micah  prophesied  during  a  period 
of  about  fifty  yearn,  and  from  his 
prophecies  we  learn  that  he  had  a  fair 
share  of  trial,  affliction  and  persecu- 
tion. The  first  part  of  his  prophe- 
cies were  delivered  during  the  reign 
of  Jofham,  a  king  of  Judah,  con- 
tained in  the  first  chapter  in  which  lie 
pronounces  fearlessly  God's  judgment 
against   Israel  and  Judah  for  their 

The  second  part  are  prophecies 
made  during  the  reign  of  Ahaz,  king 
of  Judah,  and  TekaE,  king  of  Israel, 
ii  and  iv  chapters  inclusive. 

The  third  part  contains  prophecies 
delivered  during  Ilezekiah's  reign, 
and  a  part  of  the  reign  of  Hoshea. 
the  last  king  of  Israel,  5th  and  7th 
chapters  inclusive.  In  the  5th  chap- 
ter there  is  a  veiy  clear  prophecy  of 
Messiah,  and  the  spread  of  his  gospel 
among  men— and  lie  clearly  sets  forth 
the  spiritual  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  church  of  G-od  under  the  coming 
New  Testament  dispensation. 

Micah  v:  2,  is  a  prophecy  relative 
to  the  very  place:  where  Christ  should 
be  born.  "But  thou  Bethlehem 
Ephratah,  though  thou  be  little  among 
the  thousands  of  Jndah,  yet  out  of 
thee  shall  ho  come  forth  unto  me, 
that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel ;  whose 
going  forth  have  been  of  old,  from 
everlasting," 

MIC  AI A H—  [Mi-ka'-yah,]  Who  u 

like  to  God?  the  lowUnwn  of  God. 

MlCAIAH  was  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  who  prophesied  in  the  days  of 
Ahab,  a  king  of  Israel.  Ho  was  the 
son  of  Iralah,  an  Ephraimite.  The 
character  of  Micaiah  wa3  that  of  a 
faithful  prophet,  who  reproved  the 
wicked  Ahab  for  his  wickedness, 
which  led  that  king  to  hate  him. 

Johoshaphct,  the  king  of  Judah, 
had  associated  himself  with  Ahab 
against  the  Syrians.  1st  Kings  xxii. 
Ahab  enquired  of  four  hundred  false 
prophets  whether  ho  should  go 
against  Kamoth-G  ilead  to  battle,  and 
they  told  him  to  go,  for  he  should 


surely  succeed.  Jehoshaphat  wag  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  these  false 
prophets,  and  he  asked:  "Is  there 
not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  be- 
sides, that  we  might  enquire  of  him?" 
Ahab  answered  him  that  there  was 
yet  one  man,  Mieaiah  by  name,  but 
that  he  disliked  him  very  much  for 
the  reason  that  he  never  prophesied 
good  concerning  him,  but  evil;  and 
tho  Icing  of  Judah  said :  "  Let  not 
the  king  of  Israel  say  so.'' 

Wc  have  an  account  of  a  prophet 
who  approached  King  Ahab,  or 
waited  by  the  road  side,  disguised, 
and,  after  a  conversation  with  him, 
reproved  him  for  dismissing  Eenha- 
'  "  the  king  of  Syria,  when  he  had 
i  his  power  to  slay  hira.  1st 
gs,  jtx  :  35-43.  Tho  prophet  de- 
clared that  his  life  should  go  for  the 
life  of  Ms  enemy.  This  displeased 
the  king  very  much,  and  he  went  to 
Samaria  sad  and  dejected ;  and  now 
that  ho  was  about  to  go  against  Ba- 
moth-Gilead,  ho  probably  thought  of 
this  interview  with  the  prophet;  and 
it  may  be  that  Mieaiah  was  the 
prophet  who  bad  thus  spoken,  Ahab 
seems  more  than  to  intimate  that  he 
had  held  interviews  with  this  prophet, 
and  that  he  had  always  prophesied 
evil  concerning  him. 

Ahab  being  willing  to  gratify  Je- 
hoshaphat,  his  ally,  sent  for  Micaiah 
that  he  might  be  consulted  as  to  the 
matter  of  besieging  Ilamoth-G-iicad, 
As  soon  as  he  was  introduced  into  tho 
presence  of  the  two  kings,  some  of 
the  attendants  told  him  that  the 
prophets  of  Baal  had  been  consulted, 
and  that  they  had,  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice,  advised  tho  king  to  proceed 
and  assured  him  of  success  in  the 
war;  and  they  begged  him  that  he 
would  give  the  same  assurances  and 
advice.  Ho  told  them  ho  was  there 
to  toll  them  what  tho  Lord  directed, 
and  that  he  would  speak  nothing  else. 
Ahab  then  asked  him  if  he  should 
go  up  to  Eamoth-G-ilead  to  battle  or 
forbear?  And  Micaiah  answered: 
"  Go,  and  prosper,  for  the  Lord  shall 
deliver  it.  into  tho  band  of  the  king." 
Micaiah  gave  this  answer  wiih  an  air 
and  a  manner  that  satisfied  Ahab  that 
it  was  irony.  The  manner  in  which 
ho  said  it  was  as  though  he  had  said  : 
You  applied  to  your  prophets,  and 
they  have  predicted  your  success. 


oyGoogle 


[320] 


mo 


Now  you  wish  me  to  speak  as  they 
apeak.  Trust  in  your  prophets,  and 
in  their  advice,  and  go  against  your 


Ahab  then  adjured  Micaiah  to  speak 
nothing  tut  tho  truth.  When  thus 
appealed  to,  the  prophet  seriously  told 
him  of  a  vision  given  to  him,  which 
was  prophetic,  and  pointed  out  the 
disasters  which  vreru  to  ensue.  "I 
saw  all  Israel  scattered  upon  the  hills, 
as  sheep  that  have  uot  a  shepherd  i 
and  the  Lord  said;  These  have  no 
master  ;  let  them  return  every  man  to 
his  house  in  peace."  He  then  went 
on  to  tell  him  that  a  lying  spirit  had 
entered  the  prophets  of  Baal,  that 
they  might  entice  him  to  go  up  and 
fall  at  Kanioth-Gilead.  Tho  king  of 
Israel  complained  to  the  king  of  Judah 
of  those  declarations  a  ad  teachings  of 
Micaiah,  and  said:  "Did  I  not  tell 
thee  he  would  prophesy  no  good,  hut 
evil  concerning  roe !"  With  this  Xcd- 
ekiah,  tho  sou  of  Chenaanah,  ap- 
proached Micaiah  and  smote  him  on 
the  cheek,  and  then  insolently  said  to 
him:  "Which  way  went  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  from  me  to  speak  unto  thee?" 
Micaiah  turned  to  this  insolent  man 
and  said  ;  "  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  in 
that,  day  when  thou  shalt  go  into  an 
inner  chamber  to  hide  thyself,"  allud- 
ing in  all  probability  to  some  severe 
judgment  of  God  that  should  fall  upon 
this  deceiver. 

Ahab  ordered  Micaiah  carried  back 
unto  Anion,  the  governor  of  the  city, 
and  placed  in  his  charge,  and  in  the 
charge  of  Joash,  the  king's  son.  He 
ordered  that  (!>cy  put  Micaiah  in 
prison,  and  feed  him  with  bread  of  af- 
fliction, and  with  water  of  affliction, 
until  he  comes  iu  peace.  Micaiah 
heard  these  instructions  to  the  king, 
and  said:  "If  thou  return  at  all  in 
peace,  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken,  by 
inc."  That  was  as  much  as  to  say,  If 
thou  dost  return  safe  I  am  willing  to 
he  counted  as  a  false  prophet. 

MICHAEL— [Mi'-ka-el,]   Who  is 

like,  to  God?  the  lowliness  of  God. 
MiOBAEL  is  referred  to  as  an  arch- 
angel, and  sometimes  aigniBes  the 
Lord  rTcsi!-;  Christ.  He  is  represented 
as  being  at  the  head  of  the  angelic 
host,  and  an  opposcr  of  Satan  and 
his  allies.  Rev.  xii :  7.  "  And  there 
wast  war  in  heaven  ;  Michael  and  his 


angels  fought  against  the  dragon,  and 
the  dragon  fought  and  his  angels,  aud 
prevailed  not,  neither  was  there  place 
found  any  mere  iu  heaven." 

In  Dan.  xii,  when  the  general  resur- 
rection is  foretold,  and  tho  glorious 
millenial  era  prophesied  of,  Michael, 
the  are-h-augd,  is  re  pro  sou  ted  as  aa 
important  alitor  iu  liringiu.i'/  about  the 
events  ;  and  again,  as  one  of  the  chief 
powers  or  principal  angels,  he  is  said 
by  Judo,  0th  verse,  to  have  disputed 
with  the  devil  about  the  body  of 
Moses,  aud  it  is  said  of  him  that  he 
durst  not,  that  is,  thought  it  unbecom- 
ing bis  dignity  to  bring  a  railing  accu- 
sation against  the  devil,  but  rebuked 
him  in  the  name  of  tho  Lord. 

Michael  then  was  a  ereated  angel, 
though  the  name  may  sometimes  be 
used  to  represent  Jesus  Christ  and  bis 
work,  as  the  conqueror  of  wiu,  death, 
and  the  grave. 

MICRAIf. 

MlOHAH  was  one  of  the  ministers 
in  tho  temple,  under  the  order  of  ser- 
vice instituted  in  the  timo  of  David. 
1st  Chron.  xxiv  :  24. 

MICIIAIAI-I— [Mi-ka'-yah,]  Who  is 

like  to  God?  lit?-  hwUncm  of  God. 
Tho  daughter  of  Uriel,  of  Gibeah. 
and  tho  mother  of  Abijah,  a  king  of 
Judah.     2d  Chron.  xiii:  2. 

MICHAL-[Mi'-chal.] 

Miohal  was  the  daughter  of  King 
Saul,  and  was  given  David  to  wife— 

grobably  at  her  own  request.  It  may 
e  that  she  knew  that  David,  having 
slain  Goliath  of  Gath,  was  entitled  to 
the  iiand  in  marriage  of  her  sister 
Merab— but  she  saw  that  her  father 
did  not  give  her  to  David  but  to 
Adriol  the  Mcholathite.  A  n  d  as 
David  had  performed  a  feat  that  en- 
titled him  to  he  the  king's  son-in-law, 
she  desired  to  bo  hie  wife,  and  it  is 
quite  likely  made  known  that  desire 
to  Saul.  She  would  certainly  have 
been  justifiable  in  making  the  request 
of  Saul  from  the  fact  stated  in  1st 
Sam.xviii:  20.  "Aud  Miclial,  Saul's 
daughter,  loved  David."  As  soon  as 
the  fact  was  communicated  to  the 
king  he  said,  "  I  will  give  him  her 
that  she  may  bo  a  snare  to  him." 

He  desired  the  death  of  David, 
and  supposing  that  Miehal's  love  for 
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David,  and  his  love  in  return  for  her 
would  induce  him  to  place  his  life  in 
imminent  peril.  lie  agreed  with 
David  to  give  him  his  daughter  to 
wife,  if  he  would  kill  a  hundred  Phil- 
istines and  bring  proof  to  him  that 
he  had.  done  so.  It  was  not  long  un- 
til the  feat  was  performed  and  David 
and  Michal  were  married.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  Miehul  loved 
David.  Soon  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  of  testing  that  love.  Saul 
determined  to  slay  David,  and  Bent 
messengers  specially  charged  to  way- 
l:\y  ami  murder  h.hv.  jViieiinl  became 
aware  of  it,  and  informed  David,  and 
successfully  planned  his  escape.  She 
let  him  elown  through  a  window,  prob- 
ably at  the  back  part  of  the  house, 
where  (here  were  no  liers-in-wait,  and 
so  l:o  escaped. 

Then  to  detain  pursuit  after  him 
for  awhile,  she  put  an  image  in  the 
tied  to  represent  David,  and  reported 
'■p  lie;-  father,  who  was  intent  on  hill- 
ing him,  that  he  was  sick.  Saul  then 
sent  messengers  to  take  him  from 
the  bed  where  he  was  lying  as  was 
supposed;  hut  the  astonished  mes- 
sengers looked  upon  an  image  in  the 
stead  of  a  man.  The  reason  why 
Saul  did  not  send  the  messengers  in 
the  night  to  his  house  to  kill  him 
probably  was,  he  was  unwilling  that 
Michal  should  be  shocked  by  a  scene 
of  murder  in  her  own  chamber. 

f'nut!  i.-.:.wt  h'\w  daughter  .Uiel^l.  the 
lawful  wife  of  David,  to  Phalti,  the 
son  of  Laish,  who  had  lived  in  Gallim 
a  town  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin, which  was  the  tribe  to  which 
lie  himself  belonged.  1st  Sam.  xxv: 
44. 

"When  David  was  settled  as  king  in 
Hebron,  he  demanded  of  Saul's  son, 
wbowfi3  a!so  reigning,  his  wife  Mi- 
chal. 2d  Sam,  iii:  14.  "David  sent 
messengers  to  Ishboshcih,  Haul's  son, 
saying,  Deliver  me  my  wife  Michal 
which  I  espoused  to  me  for  a  hun- 
dred foreskins  of  the  Philistines." 
It  was  very  hard  for  her  husband 
Phalti  to  give  her  up,  but  David 
had  a  right  to  demand  her,  for  she 
was  his  own  lawful  wife.  Moreover 
she  was  a  king's  daughter,  and  as  he 
was  the  reigning  king,  pn.Klenee  and 
polity  might  have  demanded  that  a 
princess  be  not  the  wife  of  a  man, 
who  possibly  might  build  a  claim  to 


the  throne  upon  his  relation  to  the 
daughter  of  the  late  king.  But  he 
had  been  divorced  from  Michal,  ami 
when  she  was  taken  from  him  it  was 
by  violence,  and  moreover  her  last 
act  was  the  shielding  him  from  the 
fury  of  her  father. 

When  the  ark  of  God  had  remained 
three  months  in  the  house  of  Gbed- 
Edom,  David  made  ready  to  bring  it, 
with  .sacrifices  and  solemn  rejoicings,  to 
Jerusalem.  We  have  this  account  in 
2d  Sam.  vi.  Michal  saw  David  as  he 
entered  Jerusalem  dancing  before  the 
ark.  There  was  something  in  his  ap- 
pearance and  actions  during  the  sacred 
ceremony  that  she  did  not  approvo  of, 
and  although  she  did  not  speak  out 
against  it  to  her  attendants,  yet  "she 
despised  him  in  her  heart."  As  soon 
as  an  opportunity  was  afforded  her  of 
speaking  to  King  David  about  the  mat- 
ter, she  did  so.  Her  language,  which 
was  in- accordance  with  her  judgment, 
was  very  unbecoming.  If  she  ira  the 
first  wifo  King  David  over  had,  and 
the  daughter  of  a  king,  she  had  no 
right  to  talk  as  she  did  in  irony  to  the 
king,  2d  Sam.  vi:  20.  "How  fdorious 
was  tho  King  of  Israel  to-day,"  &e. 
David  was  not  at  all  pleased  with  her 
severe  criticism,  and  his  language  i;.:ay 
be  considered  a  strong  reproof.  But 
God  was  not  pleased  with  it.  It  is 
said,  "Therefore,  Michal,  tho  daugh- 
ter of  Saul,  had  no  child  until  the  day 
of  her  death." 

It  may  bo  after  thi..-s  that  she  took  the 
charge  of  the  children  of  Merab  her 
sister.  Five  of  them  wore  hanged  by 
the  Gibeonites,  when  the  two  sons  of 
Itizpah.  the  wife  of  Saul,  were  put  to 
death,  for  it  is  said  in  2d  Sam.  xsi:  8, 
that  the  five  sons  of  Michal,  tho  daugh- 
ter of  Saul,  whom  she  brought  u;t  for 
Adriel,  were  delivered  to  tho  Gibeon- 
itcs  and  hanged.  Michal  was  never 
the  wife  of  Adriel,  but  Merab  was; 
and  it  is  not  said  (hat  she  was  the 
mother  of  these  five  sons  of  Adriel,  but 
simply  that  she  brought  them  up. 

MIDIAN-]Mid'-i-an,]  judgment, 
measure,  covering. 
Midian  was  the  fourth  son  of  Abra- 
ham, by  Keturah,  Gen,  xsv:  2,  and 
be  was  the  father  of  the  extensive  tribe 
called  Midiamtes.  This  tribe,  or  fam- 
ily, inhabited  tho  lanJ  called  the  )n\vl 
of  Midian.    To  this  land  Moses  fled 
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when  he  left  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
here  Jethro,  the  priest,  dwelt,  who  was 
the  father-in-law  of  Moses.  Exod.  iii:  1. 
The  descendants  of  Midian  were  divi- 
ded into  five  different  parts,  or  tribes, 
the  heads  of  those  tribes  were,  Ephah, 
Epher,  Hanoch,  Abidah,  and  Eldaab, 
and  each  one  had  their  own  kings,  or 
rulers.    Gen.  xxv :  4. 

The  Midianites  trafficked  with  the 
Egyptians  in  spices,  balm,  and  other 
things.  And  it  was  a  company  of 
these  trafficking  Midianites  that  the 
sons  of  Jacob  sold  their  brother  Joseph 
to,  who  took  him  down  to  Egypt  and 
sold  him  to  an  officer  of  Pij'u'oafi. 

It  seems,  from  Num.  xxii :  6.  that 
iheMiiliam'tes  were  associated  with  ilie 
Moabites  in  trying  V>  induce  lkila:im  to 
enrso  Israel.  The  elders  of  Midian 
attended  the  elders  of  Moab  where 
they  waited  on  the  prophet,  and  by  his 
advice,  a  number  of  il:o  Jii.dianiut.li 
women  went  into  the  Hebrews'  camp 
and  decoyed,  outicac!  and  carried  away 
the  Hebrews  from  the  fear  and  worship 
of  their  God,  to  whoredom  and  idola- 
try, the  consequence  of  which  was,  a 
plague  from  the  Lord  destroyed  twenty- 
four  thousand  of  the  Hebrews, 

In  order  to  revenge  this  on  the  Midi- 
nnites,  (he  Lord  directed  Moses  to  send 
twelve  thousand  of  the  Hebrews  into 
the  country  of  Midian  and  cut  off  all 
the  people  eix-eni  the  virgins,  and  they 
did  so,  and  five  kinsra  of  Midian  were 
killed,  viz:  Eri,  Itckon,  Zur,  Hue 
and  Eebft,  and  Balaam  the  false 
prophet,  who  had  identified  himself 
with  them,  waft  also  slain.  These  He- 
brews burnt  the  cities  of  Midian  and 
car.'icd  off  as  booty,  thirty-two  thou- 
sand virgins,  sis  hundred  and  seventy- 
Gvc  thousand  eneop,  seventy-two  thou^ 
sand  beeves,  sisiv-onc  thousand  asses, 
which  were  equally  divided  among  the 
soldiers,  except  what  was  assigned  to 
the  Lord.     Num.  xssi. 

There  wero  Midianitea  that  escaped 
this;  d  est  rue  linn,  who  afterwards  greatly 
increased,  and  for  several  years  griev- 
ously oppressed  the  Hebrews;  but  they 
were  conquered  by  Gideon  with  his 
handful  of  men,  the  Lord  working 
miraculously  for  their  destruction. 
Their  kings,  Oreb  and  Zeeb;  with 
Zebah  andZalmmmah,  were  slain,  and 
with  them  about  tbiitv-iivc  tliou;-and 
fell  by  the  sword.  Jud.  vii :  15-22.  Thus 
the  descendauts  of  Midian  were  almost 


annihilated  or  destroyed.    They  be- 

j,  after  this,  incorporated  with  other 

nations — the  Moauhcs  and  .Arabians. 

MIJAMIN— [Mi'-jMunJ 

Was  one  of  the  priests  ap]X 
David  when  he  divided  thorn  into 
twenty-four  orders.  His  lot  was  the 
sixth.     1st  Cbron.  xsiv:  9. 

MIKXOTH— [MiF-Ioth,] 

Was  tho  ruler  in  the  course  of  Dodai 

the  Ahohite,  when  the  monthly  service 

instituted.     1st  Chron.  ssvii :  4. 

MIKNEIAH— [Mik-ni'-ah] 

Was  one  of  the  Levites  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  solemn  services  of  remov- 
ing the  ark  to  Jerusalem  and  placing  it 
'"  the  tent  which  David  had  prepared 
it.     1st  Chron.  xv ;  21. 

MLLOAH,  1— [MiK-kahJ  queen. 

MlLKAH  was  tho  daughter  of  Hnran 
and  the  wife  of  Nahor,  the  brother  of 
Abraham.  Gen.  si :  20  :  "And  the 
name  of  Kahor's  wife,  Milcah,  the 
daughter  of  Haran."  After  Abraham 
'  '  offcied  up  I  i.i.ao,  and  God  had  ac- 
id (lie  oi!bi'iii;.:;  but  quired  t.lie  sic- 

j— providing  Abraham  a  Iamb  for  a 

burnt  onuring  instead  of  his  eon— wo  are 
informed  that  ho  heard  from  Nahor, 
~J..  brother,  that  Milcah  had  borne 
children  unto  him.  Gen.  sxii ;  20. 
ThiH  (act  seems  to  be  introduced  to  be- 
gin the  thrilling  history  of  the  family 
of  Nahor  furnishing  a  wife  in  the  beau- 
tiful  Rebecca   for    Isaac, :  tho   son   of 


Milcah  was  the  mother  of  Ecthuel 
and  (be  grand  mo;,Iioj'  us'  "Rebecca. 

MILCAH,  2— queen,, 

Was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Zelo- 
phehad,  who  obtained  an  inheritance 
and  a  husband  in  the  tribe  of  Manas- 
seh.     [SecHoglah.l 

MILLO— lM.i¥-h,~]  futtiwss,rep{etion. 
MlLLO  was  a  person  of  some  note, 


itec.  in  making  Abinioloch  king.  It  is 
said  in  Judges,  is:  (i:  "all  the  house 
of  Millo  assisted  the  men  -of  Ske- 
chem."  In  the  curious  and  instructive 
parable  of  Jothain,  the  Shoekemites 
and  the  house  of  Millo  are  reproved, 
and  it  is  declared  that  Abimclcch, 
whom  they  have  made  king,  shall  b 
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the  cause  of  kindling  a  fire  of  civil 
discord  that  shall  consume  and  de- 
stroy them. 

Thus  Millo  and  Ms  house  were  de- 
stroyed by  Abinielech.  Judges,  ix: 
6-20. 

MIRIAM— fMip'i-amJ  exalted,  bit- 

krwxs  of  the,  sea,   mistress  of  the 

MmiiJi  was  the  sister  of  Moses 
and  Aaron.  She  was  a  celebrated 
woman  among  the  Hebrews,  and  sev- 
eral years  older  than  her  brother. 
Aaron  wan  but  three  years  older  than 
Moses,  while  she  was  of  sufficient  age 
to  ho  entrusted  by  her  mother  with 
the  ark  in  which  the  innocent  babe 
had  been  placed.  Ex.  ii:  4._  "And 
hi;:  sinter  stood  afar  off,  to  wit  what 
should  bo  done  to  hint."  And  she 
was  sufficiently  ingenious  to  manage 
the  i;(r;!t.;;gcni.  Miriam  watched  the 
ark  faithfully  as  it  rested  among  the 
flags  by  the  river's  brink  until  Pha- 
raoh's daughter  came  with  her  maid- 
ens to  wash.  She  saw  them  passing 
along  near  the  shore,  and  close  to  the 
spot  under  her  eye,  her  heart  fhii.terei.! 
and  her  whole  soul  was  full  of  anx- 
iety. She  thought  to  herself,  they 
may  pass  that  spot,  and  their  atten- 
tion not  he  arrested  by  the  ark  and 
its  inmate.  But  her  fears  were  sud- 
denly relieved  by  tho  company  halting, 
and  one  of  the  maidens  approaching 
the  spot  to  divine.  She  saw  that  the 
ark  was  being  brought  to  tho  Prin- 
css,  and  without  fearing  to  be  con- 
sidered an  intruder,  she  approached 
the  royal  lady  and  looked,  with  them, 
with  seeming  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment at  the  babe.  It  was  a  babe  on 
which  she  had  often  looked  before, 
but  that  fact  she  artfully  concealed. 
Addressing  herself  to  the  Princess, 
she  said:  "Shall  I  go  and  call  a 
nurse  for  tho  child?"  The  lady  said 
yes.  She  went  accordingly,  and  called 
the  child's  mother  and  her  own 
mother,  so  that  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Miriam,  Moses'  own  mother 
becwne'hb  nurse. 

Miriam  had  been  trained  up,  as 
wore  Aaron  and  Moses,  in  the  re- 
ligion of  patriarchs,  which  accounts 
for  her  occupying  the  high  position 
she  held  among  the  women  oi  Israel. 
She  was  constituted  joint  loader  with 
her  two  brothers.     The  prophet.  Mi- 


cah  says ;  "  For  I  have  brought  thee 
ip  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  I 
>ent  before  thee,  SIoscs,  Aaron  and 
Viiriaia."  Iioi-triirje  o!'  her  <1evoHon 
to  God,  and  die  par!,  the  look  in  their 
religious  exercises,  she  is  called  the 
"""rgin  Prophetess.    She  was  the 

derof  the  Jewish  women,  and  the 

at  woman,  so  far  as  we  know,  thus 
honored  in  all  the  history  of  the  fam- 
ily of  man.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
she  was  appointed  of  God  to  instruct 
the  women,  as  Moses  and  Aaron  in- 
structed the  men.  She  regulated  the 
time  and  places  of  their  devotional 
acts,  and  led  in  those  of  them  that 
were  public.  When  they  crossed  the 
lied  Sea,  she  led  that  vast  host  of  wo- 

through  in  tho  bed  of  the  sea, 

between  the  w:d]  of  watcrii,  encourag- 
ing (he  (tmid.  at  every  step. 

She  stood  beside  her  brothers  on 
tho  other  side  of  the  sea,  and  listened 
with,  admiration,  "  As  God  opened  the 
mouths  of  the  dumb,  and  made  the 
tongues  of  infanta  eloquent." 

She  heard  the  song  of  victory  sun" 

by  Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel, 

they  drowned  tho  roar  of  the  re- 

rtly  closed  ilea,  with  melody  such 
.....  human  voices  had  never  made  be- 
fore. And  she  headed  a  company  of 
Israel's  maidens,  whosesouls  were  fired 
with  song,  and  who  wore  all  ready  to 
a  the  eloquence  and  enrap- 
turing music  of  tho  men.  Scarce 
had  the  last  sound  of  the  sacred  an- 
them been  given,  when  tho  excited 
prophetess,  followed  by  the  women 
attending  her,  led  off  in  the  chorus. 
She  sounded — 

"  The  loud  tiniljvul.  o'uv  T';rv fit's  flai'T;  scfi: 
.lnhni'iihltuUi-iun ipinal.hu  pnopli'  hvriToc." 

Miriam  was  a  tender  and  affectionate 
ister,  and  never  but  once  in  all  their 
trials  did  she  wound  tho  heart  of  Mo- 
i  was  associated  with  Aaron  in 
speaking  against  him  in  relation  to 
Zipporah,  his  wife.  It  is  possible  that 
they  thought  his  wife's  relations  had 
too  much  influence  over  him,  since  his 
father-in-law  induced  him  to  appoint 
officers  over  thousands,  hundreds,  and 
tens,  and  Moses  gave  evidence  that  he 
thought  much  of  Hobab.  He  had  said 
to  them,  "  Come  thou  with  us  and  wc 
will  do  thee  good,  for  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  good  concerning  Israel."  Aaron 
and  Miriam  were  alike  guilty.  Their 
brother   did  not  attempt   to  reproach 
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{hem  for  their  unkindness  to  him.  But 
God  directs  the  three  to  enter  the  tab- 
ernacle, and  then  he  charges  the  tin 
upon  Aaron  and  Miriam.  The  punish- 
ment itillieted  ujiou  jliri Li.li v  scciiied  to 
he  severe — she  became  ''leprous,  as 
white  as  snow."  The  affectionate  Mo- 
ses forgave  her  and  earnestly  prayed 
for  her  restoration.  His  prayer  was 
heard,  the  disease  d<  ' 
the  onil  <:.[■'  seven  days 
labors  in  the  camp. 

Miriam  bore  her  share  of  toil,  suffer- 
ing and  reproach.  With  her  gifted 
mind  and  warm  heart,  her  noble  and 
generous  nature,  and  her  devotion  to 
the  God  of  Israel,  sho  acted  id  union 
with  her  brothers  in  promoting  and 
maintaining  order,  and  elevating  her 
people. 

For  nearly  forty  years  sho  had  thus 
acted  her  part,  when  the  pillar  of  cloud 
and  fire  led  them  again  to  the  borders 
of  Canaan,  and  they  encamped  at  Ka- 
nesh,  in  the  desert  of  Sin.  Here  Mir- 
iam died  and  was  buried  ;  and  we  may 
well  suppose,  from  the  part  she  had 
acted  so  long,  the  Jewish  women  greatly 
mourned  her  departure.  But  her  work 
was  done  ;  the  infirmities  of  age  were 
upon  her,  for  she  was  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  old.  Her  brothers  both 
followed  her  to  the  spirit-land  in  less 
than  one  year ;  hence,  neither  of  them 
attained  her  age. 

MISIIAEL,  1  —  [Mi-sha'-el,]  asked 

for.  It-nt.  God  takes  away. 
lie  is  referred  to  in  Ex.  vi :  22,  as 
the  eldest  son  of  Uzziel  and  a  de- 
scendant of  Kohath,  the  son  of  Levi, 

MISIIAEL,  2— Asked  for,  lent,  God 
tahes  away. 

V/as  aliio  a  Levitc, . 

these  who  were  associated  with  Ezra 
and  Nehemiah  in  reading  and  inter- 
preting the  law  to  the  people.  Neb, 
viii :  4. 

MISIIAEL,  3— Aiked  far,  lent,  God 
talccs  away. 
Was  one  of  the  captives  taken  to 
Babylon  with  Daniel,  and  whom  the 

{vi];(;(Mi('lh(-cunu<:h:;  called  '''     ' 
tan.  i:6.     [See  Mesh ech.] 

MISHMA— [Mish'-mah.] 
Was  the  son  of  Ishmael  and  the 

grandson  of  Abraham.    Gen. 


MOA 

MITIIREDATLT,  1— [MUh'-re- 
dath.] 

fas  the  treasurer  of  Cyrus,  ting 

of  Persia,  to  whom  the  vessels  of  Je- 

salem's  temple  were  committed,  to 

i.i'ansien'cd  to  Shcslibazzar.     Esra, 


MITHBEDATE,  % 

Was  a  Persian  officer  stationed  at 
Samaria  by  Artaxerxes.    Ezra,  iv :  7. 

MTZEATM—  [Mia-raMm,]  tribulation 
in  straits. 
Mizraim  was  the  .son  of  Ham,  and 
the  father  of  Ludim,  Annnnm,  Le- 
babiiu,  Naphtuhim,  Pathnu-im,  and 
Casluhim.  Geneis,  x:  C;  13:  14. 
The  descendants  of  Mizraim  were  cer- 
tainly very  numerous,  for,  from  Caslu- 
him,  the  last  named,  sprang  the  nation 
of  the  Philistines,  ';out  of  whom 
came  Philistim." 

MIZZAH— [Mia'-san.] 

Mjzzah  was  the  son  of  Bench,  and 
the  grandson  of  Esau.  Gen.  xxxvi:  13. 

MNASON-[Na'-son,]  a  diUigent 

scc'ktr.  litli-Cilkiinj,  an  acktirttrr. 

Mnason  was  a,  disciple  of  Christ  in 
the  apostolic  age,  converted  hy  Christ 
himself,  and  was  put  into  the  rank  of 
the  seventy  disciples.  Mention  is  made 
of  him  in  Actexxi;  16.  lie  lived  at 
Jerusalem,  and  while  Paul  was  there, 
some  of  the  disciples  of  Ce?aren,  who 
probably  were  acquainted  with  Mnason 
and  knew  him  as  an  old  diseiple, 
brought  him  into  the  presence  of  Paul, 
and  he  invited  the  apostle  to  lodgo  with 
him,  and  ho  did  so  untii  he  waa  appre- 
hended by  a  mob  nod  imprisoned. 

MOAB—  Of  the  father. 

Moab  was  the  son  of  Lot,  by  his 
eldest  daughter.  Prom  Gen.  six,  we 
learn  of  Lot's  departure  from  Sodom, 
where  he  dwelt  with  his  wife  and  his 
two  daughters.  His  wife  was  pun- 
ished with  death  for  her  disobedience, 
and  his  daughters  went  on  with  him 
to  the  city  of  Zoar,  where  Lot  was  un- 
willing to  tarry  long,  and  with  the 
daughters  ho  went  and  dwelt  in  a  cave 
in  the  mountains.  And  while  dwell- 
ing there  he  committed  sin  against 
God  by  drunkenness  and  what  too 
often  accompanies  drunkenness. 
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Moab  and  Tiis  posterity  dwelt  in  the 
land  of  Moat),  and  were  associated 
with  the  Ammonites  and  Midianites. 
The  former  conquered  them,  taking 
all  their  territory  north  of  the  river 
Amon.  Num.  xxi :  26.  After  this 
Balak,  the  son  of  Ziplior,  became 
king  of  Moat),  and  hired  Balaam  to 
curse  tho  Hebrews,  and  as  a  punish- 
ment God  decreed  that  the  Moabites, 
with  the  Ammonites,  who  would  net  let 
Israel  pass  through  their  land,  should 
not.  enter  the  congregation  of  Israel  to 
the  tenth  generation.    Dent,  xxiii :  3-6, 

The  posterity  of  Moah  were  enemies 
to  the  Hebrews,  and  under  Eglon, 
their  king,  subjected  tho  Hebrews  to 
oppression  for  eighteen  years  ;  hut  at 
length  thcywere  delivered  ;f or  Ehud 
a  judge  of  Israel,  killed  Eglon,  and 
the  Hebrew  troopr;  killed  ten  thousand 
of  the  Moaliite;),  and  thereby  recov- 
ered their  liberty.     Jud.  iii. 

It  was  among  Urn  people  (hat  Elim- 
elecli,  with  his  family,  nought  a  home 
during  a  famine  in  Canaan,  and  the 
sons.  Mahlon  and  Chilion  married 
Moabitish  women,  Ruth  and  Orpah. 
Ruth  i.  Wc  have  an  account  in  1st 
Sam.  siv:  47,  of  Saul,  the  firet  king 
of  Israel  warring  with  tho  Moabites, 
for  they  were  still  the  enemies  of  Is- 
rael. And  yet  when  David  fled  from 
the  violence  of  Saul,  being  persecuted 
by  him  at  one  time,  ho  went  to  the 
land  of  Moah  and  secured  tho  protec- 
tion of  that  king  for  his  aged  parents. 
It  may  be,  siuee  David's  great  grand- 
mother was  a  Bloabite,  Ruth,  his 
father's  grand-mother,  he  claimed 
protection  on  that  ground  for  them, 
and  he  secured  it.  IstSam.xxii:  4. 
It  is  thought  by  some  that  tho  Moab- 
ites  killedthc  aged  parents  of  David, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  David 
afterwards  so  terribly  ravaged  their 
country,  and  reduced  the  soldiery  that 
'  he  toolt  as  prisoners  of  war  to  such 
base  servitude.  2d  Samuel  viii :  1,  2. 
"  He  smote  Moah,  and  measured  them 
with  a  line,  casting  them  down  to  the 
ground ;  evcuwitfi  two  liues  measured 
he  to  put  to  death,  and  witli  one  full 
line  to  keep  alive,"  from  which  we 
wiiiynipposo  that  ho  put  two -thirds  of 
them  to  death. 

MOLOCH— [MV-lok,]  king. 

Moloch,  or  Moleeh  was  the  princi- 
pal idol  of  the  Ammonites.     It  is  said 
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to  have  had  the  face  of  an  ox.  Itwas 
a  brazen  image,  and  hollow  within ; 
and  the  fire  was  placed  within  it  to 
heat  it,  that  it  might  burn  tho  offer- 
ings that  were  made  to  it,  and  it  is 
clearly  intimated  that  various  nations 
s:i!;rilic(id  their  children  unto  it.  2d 
Chron.  xsviii:  3;  Jer.  vii :  31. 

The  Divine  Being  prohibited, 
among  the  Hebrews,  the  worship  of 
Moloch.  Lev.  xviii :  21.  They  were 
sometimes  guilty  of  breaking  over 
God's  charge  in  this  matter,  and  Ste- 
phen refers  to  it  in  his  defense. 
Acts  vii :  43.  "  Tea,  ye  took  up  tho 
tabernacle  of  Moloch,  and  the  star  of 
your  god  Kemp  ban,"  &c. 

MORDECAI— [Mor'-de-ka,]  contri- 
tion, bitter,  bruising;  in  Sffriac, 
pure  myrrh. 

Mordecai  was  the  son  of  Jair,  of 
the  family  of  Saul  and  Ki.sh,  ;ind  line 
of  the  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Benja- 
min. He  was  carried  to  Babylon 
with  Jehoiachim,  king  of  Judah, 
when  he  was  quite  young.  For  his 
history  we  depend  mainly  upon  the 
book  of  Esther  for  he  was  a,  kinsman 
of  her,  and  had  charge  of  her  in  her 
orphanage!  It  has  been  thought  that 
he  was  one  of  the  chiefs  who  con- 
ducted the  Jews  from  Babylon  to 
Judea,  as  the  name  occurs  in  Keh. 
vii:  1,  among  the  princes  who  at- 
tended Zerubbabel.  But  if  he  did 
he  must  havo  returned  again  to  Shu- 
sh an  in  Persia. 

Mordecai  agreed  that  Esther  hia 
cousin  should  be  counted  among  the 
fair  young  virgins,  and  should  be 
placed  in  the  charge  of  Hegai,  the 
king's  chamberlain,  and  stand  her 
chance  in  the  company  to  be  selected 
as  queen  in  tho  stead  of  Vashti,  who 
had  been  deposed.  And  Mordecai 
charged  her  not  to  show  her  kindred, 
as  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  lier 
interests  with  the  king,  and  he  him- 
self walked  every  day  before  the 
court  of  the  women's  house,  that  he 
might  know  how  she  did  and  what 
became  of  her. 

It  may  be  possible  that  Mordecai 
occupied  some  honorable  position  as 
an  officer  of  the  king,  if  not  before, 
immediately  after  the  marriago  of 
Esther.     For  he  "sat  in  the  king's 

fate."     About  this  time  two  of  the 
ing's  chamberlains  conspired  against 
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him  to  kill  him;  they  were  Bigthao 
and  Teresh;  what  it  was,  or  bow  tbey 
intended  to  effect,  their  purpose  is  not 
known,  but  Mordecai  learned  of  it, 
and  he  informed  the  queen— she  gave 
the  information  to  the  king  and  the 
traitors  were  convicted  and  hanged, 
and  the  circumstance  recorded  in 
the  chronicles  of  the  nation,  and 
Mordccai'u  name  was  entered  there  as 
the  kiug'a  deliverer  in  this  his  im- 
minent peril. 

The  prime  mmi&tor  of  king  Ahasu- 
erus,  Hainan  hy  name,  was  greatly 
honored  in  that  the  king  commanded 
all  hia  servants  to  bow  before  and 
reverence  him.  Mordecai,  however, 
for  some  reason  would  not  do  it. 
Human  became  very  angry,  and  on 
learning  that  he  was  a  Jew— scorning 
to  lay  hands  simply  on  Mordecai  ho 
meditated  revenge  on  all  the  Jews. 
He  laid  a  plot  !o  destroy  them  all 
throughout  the  entire  kingdom  and 
succeeded  initsofar  that  he  procured 
a  royal  edict  for  a  general  massacre  of 
the  nation.  Mordecai  heard  of  thia 
decree  and  immediately  informed  Es- 
ther, and  earnestly  begged  that  she 
would  intercede  with  the  king  for  the 
life  of  her'  people.  She  sent  him 
back  word  that  she  had  no  opportu- 
nity, for  idle  had  not  been  called  into 
the  presence  of  the  king  for  thirty 
days,  and  there  was  a  law  punishing 
with  death  any  one  who  went  into  the 
king's  presence  uncalled.  Mordecai 
feeling  that  it  was  a  desperate  case, 
sent  back  to  Esther  a  solemn  charge 
in  the  following  liiitjinago,  Esther,  iv  : 
14.  "  For  if  thou  altogether  holdost 
thypeaceat  this  time,  then  shall  there 
enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to 
the  Jews  from  another  place;  but 
thou  and  thy  father's  bouse  shalt  be 
destroyed;  and  who  knoweth,  hut 
thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for 
such  a  tame  as  this?" 

At  the  request  of  Esther,  Mordecai 
caused  all  the  the  Jews  in  Shushan  to 
fast  three  days  for  her,  or  rather  for 
success  in  the  attempts  she  would  make 
to  rescue  her  people.  While  Esther 
and  her  maidens  were  fasling  in  the 
palace,  Mordecai  and  (he  Jews  wore 
lasting  without,  and  God  in  his  provi- 
dence was  working  upon  the  heart  and 
mind  of  the  king.  Ahasnerus  had  a 
sleepless  night-,  and  he  called  for  the 
annals  of  the  nation  and  had  that  part 


of  them  read  which  mentioned  Mor- 
decai as  the  discoverer  of  the  two  trait- 
ors who  had  planned  to  destroy  his 
life,  and  when  he  found  that  no  reward 
had  been  given  Mordecai,  lie  deter- 
mined to  make  up  (his  lack  and  nobly 
reward  this  man.  Haman  came  early 
in  the  morning  to  the  court,  to  procure 
tho  signature  of  the  king  to  a  dealh 
warrant  he  had  drawn  up  for  Mordecai. 
or  to  procure  permission  to  hang  him 
on  the  gailows  ho  had  erected  for  that 
purpose,  lint  what,  was  (he  consterna- 
tion of  Haman,  when  the  king  bade 
him  do  honor  to  Mordecai  by  setting 
him  on  tho  king's  own  horse,  and  him- 
self leading  the  horse  through  the 
streets  of  tho  city,  and  proclaiming, 
"Thus  shall  it  bo  done  to  the  man 
whom  the  king  delighicth  to  honor." 
After  this  honor  had  been  done  Mor- 
decai, ho  returned  to  the  king's  gate. 
lie  went  hack  again  to  his  position, 
and  to  tho  performance  of  his  work 
lied  ivtfieu.  whatever  it  was. 

Before  tho  night  of  tliat  day  Haman 
was  condemned  and  hanged  on  the  gal- 
lows be  had  erected  on  which  to  hang 
Mordecai,  and  Mordecai  was  promoted 
to  hia  office.     As  soon  as  ho  took  his 


ent  provinces  of  tho  empire  reversing, 
so  far  as  it  could  be  reversed,  the  for- 
mer decree,  and  so  stopped  the  massa- 
cre ol  (heir  nation- 

Mordecai  was  clothed  in  royal  ap- 
parol,  and  not  only  enjoyed  the  esteem 
of  the  king,  but  the  respect  of  the 
people  of  Shushan  and  the  whole  realm. 
''The  city  of  Shushan  rejoiced  and  was 
glad."  But  he  became  great  in  the 
king's  house,  and  his  fame  was  noised 
through  all  tho  provinces,  "for  this 
man  Mordecai  waxed  greater  and 
greater."  Ho,  in  company  with  Esther, 
instituted  (he  feast  of  Purim,  or  Lots, 
and  enjoined  it  upon  the  Jews  to  'he 
observed  as  an  annual  feast,  to  com- 
memorate their  deliverance. 

Ho  continued  for  several  years  to  fill 
the  important  post  to  which,  in  the 
providenco  of  God,  ho  had  been  called 
in  that  nation. 
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Exodus,  ii :  a. 

After  Joseph  died  another  king 
arose  in  Egypt,  who  did  not  approve 
of  the  system  of  government  brought 
about  and  sustained  by  Joseph ;  and 
that  king  began  to  deal  bard  with,  and 
afflict  the  children  of  Israel,  who  had 
become  very  numerous.  Task  masters 
were  appointed  over  them,  and  burdens 
were  imposed  upon  llieni  beyond  endu- 
rance, yet  still  they  prospered.  Their 
lives  were  made  better  as  the  chains  of 
bondage  were  riveted  tighter,  and  the 
yoke  of  their  service  made  more  and 
more  galling.  At  length  the  king  made 
known  his  pleasure  throughout  tho  en- 
tire country  regarding  the  Hebrews, 
which  was  that  their  male  children 
should  !)e  put  to  death  as  soon  an  they 
were  born.  Not  succeeding  in  his  first 
attempt,  he  sent  forth  an  edict  to  all 
his  people,  that  Israelitiah  male  children 
should  be  cast  into  the  river  as  soon  as 
3  born,  and  tlin:;  i.Iu>  increase 


of  Jfce  nation  be  stopped. 

i  _born   during  this  < 


ecliut,  but  his  birth  was  kept  secret  for 
three  months,  for  his  parents  hid  him. 
When  they  found  they  could  no  longer 
hide  him,  his  mother  made  a  small 
boat,  or  basket,  of  the  reeds  that  grew 
on  the  hank  of  the  Mile,  and  tnakmg  it 
water-proof,  she  placed  her  fcabe  ten- 
derly in  it,  then  committed  it  to  the 
river.  She  placed  it  upon  the  water 
among  the  flags  by  the  brink,  or  near 
the  shore- 
Not  long  afterwards  the  king's 
daughter  was  passing  along,  and  hav- 
ing her  attention  attracted  by  the  boat, 
she  bade  one  of  her  maidens  bring  it 
to  the  shore,  take  it  out  of  the  water, 
and  place  it  beside  her  on  tho  bank. 
She  took  off  the  covering  and  discov- 
ered the  beautiful  babe.  Though  the 
little  child  may  have  learned  to  recog- 
nize its  mother,  before  its  commitment 
to  the  ark,  and  after  being  awaked  from 
its  infant  sleep,  it  may  have  met  the 
eye  of  the  woman  with  an  innocent 
smile.  Yet  this  was  not  the  mother 
bending  over  it,  with  a  heart  filled 
with  love  and  anxious  care,  but  the 
daughter  of  Pharoah  and  her  maidens. 
The  countenances  of  all  being  strange, 
it  may  have  been  afraid,  for  it  wept. 
This  fear  and  seeming  distress,  awak- 
ened the  compassion  of  the  woman, 
and  she  gave  orders  that  a  nurse  be 


for   the   child.     A   Hebrew 

The  anxious  mother  herself  was 
called,  and  entrusted,  for  wages,  with 
tho  care  of  the  child.  How  must  that 
mother's  heart  have  bounded  with  joy, 
when  all  alone  that  night  she  clasped 
io  her  bosom  her  precious  charge  and 
thought  of  the  adventures  of  the  day  1 
How  her  heart  swelled  with  gratitude 
to  God  that  his  hand  had  provided  her 
child  a  shelter  and  a  homo  under  her 
own  roof,  and  a  cradle  in  her  own  arms. 

Moses  became  the  adopted  Hon  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  and  received  his 
name  from  her.  The  reason  she  gave 
for  naming  him  Moses,  was,  "because 
I  drew  him  out  of  the  water."  He 
was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
Egyptians ;  and  it  is  said,  by  a  Jewish 
writer,  that  ho  was  appointed,  and 
served,  as  general  of  the  Egyptian 
forces. 

When  bo  was  about  forty  years  of 
ago— remembering,  it  may  be,  some 
of  the  facts  that  had  been  given  him 
by  bis  mother,  regarding  his  oppressed 
people,  and,  guided  by  the  principles 
of  the  religion  of  the  patriarch;;  that 
had  been  instilled  into  his  mind  in 
his  earliest  education — "It.  came  into 
his  heart  to  visit  his  brethren."  And 
while  he  looked  upon  them  in  their 
sorrows,  and  beheld  the  burdens  that 
wore  laid  upon  then!,  by  their  taskmas- 
ters, his  soul  was  stirred  within  him. 
He  saw  an  Egyptian  taskmaster  smit- 
ing one  of  his  brethren,  a  Hebrew, 
It  is  probable  that  Moses,  considering 
himself  justifiable  according  to  the 
law  God  gave  to  Noah — "  whoso  shod- 
deth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his 
blood  bo  shed" — made  himself  the 
avenger  of  blood  by  killing  the  Egyp- 
tian, and  then  buried  him  in  the  sand 
of  the  river.  It  was  but  a  few  hours 
afterward,  still  anxious  about  his  op- 
pressed people,  that  ho  wau  walking 
out.  again,  and  he  saw  two  Hebrews 
striving  together.  He  approached 
them  and  would  have  made  up  the 
difference  between  them,  when  one 
of  them  addressed  him  roughly  and 
charged  him  with  the  murder  of  the 
Egyptian  yesterday.  He  had  hoped 
that  the  transaction  referred  to  was 
not  known;  but  in  thi3  he  was  mis- 
taken. And  it  was  not  long  until  it 
came  to  the  oars  of  Pharaoh,  and  he 
sought  Moses  to  slay  him.    He  felt 
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that  tho  time  liad  now  corac  for  liim 
to  leave  that  land ;  and,  as  the  apostle 
informs  us,  Hebrews,  xi :  24,  &e.,  "  By 
faith  Moses,  when  ho  was  come  to 
years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of 
Pharaoh's  daughter;  choosing  rather 
to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God,  than  to  enjoy  tho  pleasures  of 
sin  for  a  season;  esteeming  the  re- 
proach of  Christ  greater  riches  than 
tho  treasures  of  Egypt :  for  he  had 
respect  unto  tho  recompense  of  the 
reward."  He  tied  from  the  land  of 
Egypt  to  the  land  of  Midian. 

lie  Kilt  down,  one  any,  wearied,  near 
a  well  in  Midiau,  and  while  there  the 
daughters  of  Jethro  came  to  the  well 
l.;i  water  their  filh?v'<!  flocks.  ,(nst 
after  they  had  filled  the  troughs  with 
water,  some  barbarous  fellows,  who 
had  also  flocks  in  their  charge  which 
they  wished  to  water,  made  an  at- 
tempt to  drive  the  daughters  of  Je- 
thro away.  Moses  came  to  their 
assistance  and  drove  these  men  away, 
and  then  helped  them  to  water  their 
flocks.  They  reported  his  kindness 
to  their  father,  and  he  bade  them  call 
him  in  to  take  some  refreshments; 
and  soon  we  see  Moses  with  a  shep- 
herd's crook  in  his  hand,  in  tho  employ 
of  Jethro,  the  priest  of  Midian,  feeding 
his  flock  in  tlio  desert  near  Horeb. 

While  Moses  was  engaged  in  faith- 
fully watching  his  fleecy  charge,  his  at- 
tention was  arrested  one  day  by  the 
angel  of  iho  Lord,  who  "appeared  unfo 
him  in  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst 
of  a  bush."  He  saw  the  bush  in 
flames.  It  was  a  wonderful  phenom- 
enon, and  especially  so  as  the  S.ush  was 
not  consumed.    He  said,    "  I  will  np- 

Sroach  and  see  this,  great  sight,  why  the 
ash  is  not  burnt."  Well  might  Mo- 
ses call  it  n  great  sight,  for  it  was  the 
presenco  and  glory  of  the  uncreated 
spirit — the  Eternal  God.  As  ho  ap- 
proached the  Lord  saw  him,  and  from 
out  (he  blazing  fire  spake  thus :  "  Mo- 
ses, Moses,  draw  not  nigh  hither ;  pull 
off  thy  shoes,  for  the  place  whereon 
thou  soundest  is  holy  ground."  He 
obeyed  tho  divine  injunction,  and  with 
sacred  ceremony  was  set  apart  by  Je- 
hovah for  the  important  work  of  eman- 
cipating his  down-trodden  and  deeply 
injured  countrymen.  At  first  Moses 
made  objection  to  entering  upon  this 
work,  feeling  his  insufficiency.  He 
seemed  surprised  that  God  should  ap- 


point him  to  so  great  a  work.  Ho  dis- 
trusted himself  i  but  God  assured  him 
that  ho  should  prosper,  and  that  his 
people  should  he  brought  out  of  Egypt 
and  serve  him  in  this  mountain,  God 
condescended  to  give  him  an  answer  to 
tho  question  he  asked — "  What  shall  I 
say  to  my  people  when  they  ask,  What 
is  the  name  of  him  that  sent  you?" 
G-od  said  unto  him,  "  Say  unto  them, 
I  Am  hath  sent  me  unto  you."  And 
as  though  this  was  not  enough  to  sat-  ■ 
isfy  Moses,  God  said  unto  him,  "What 
is  that  in  thine  hand?  And  ho  said, 
A  rod.  And  he  said.  Cast  it  on  the 
ground.  And  he  cast  it  on  the  ground, 
and  it  became  a  serpent."  Moses  was 
afraid  and  fled  before  the  serpent ;  hut 
the  Lord  commanded  him  to  take  it  by 
the  tail,  and  as  ho  did  so  it  became  a 
rod  in  his  hand  again. 

That  rod  of  Moses  in  all  probability 
was  taken  down  into  Egypt,  and  with 
it  mighty  signs  and  wonders  were 
wrought  to  convince  Pharaoh  that  his 
message  was  a  heavenly  one.  After- 
ward held  in  the  hand  of  Moses,  it  was 
stretched  over  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea,  and  they  divided  so  that  a  road 
was  made  for  Israel  to  pass  over.  And 
again  it  was  stretched  out,  and  the 
waters  came  back  to  their  place,  and 
Pharaoh  and  his  hosts  were  drowned. 
When  tho  Israelites  were  in  the  wilder- 
ness it  was  used  for  smiting  the  flinty 
rock,  and  tho  waters  gushed  forth  to 
quench  the  thirst  of  the  famishing 
thousands.  And  it  may  be  that  was 
the  same  rod  that  afterwards  was  called 
Aaron's  rod,  that  budded  and  blos- 
somed and  horo  almonds  in  a  single 
night,  and  so  was  the  means  of  settling 
tho  vexed  question  as  to  who  should 
servo  in  the  important  office  of  the 
priesthood.  Prom  the  time  that  Moses 
produced  the  budded  rod  tho  priest- 
hood was  decided  to  bo  in  the  family 
of  Aaron,  and  the  rod  was  laid  up  as  a 
standing  memorial  of  God's  decision. 

And  yet  still  further  to  satisfy 
3Tof:-e;i  of  his  mission,  tho  Lord  said 
unto  lvi.ni,  "Put  now  Ihy  hand  into 
thy  bosom ;  and  he  put  his  hand  into 
his  bosom,  and  when  he  took  it  out, 
behold  his  hand  was  leprous  as  snow. 
And  he  said  put  thy  hand  into  thy 
bosom  again,  and  he  put  his  hand  intc- 
his  bosom  again,  and  plucked  it  out 
of  his  bosom,  and  behold  it  was: 
turned  as  hi-,  other  flesh." 
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Tlie  Lord  also  informed  him  that 
ho  should  give  other  signs  to  the 
Egyptians,  if  these  were  not  sufficient. 
But  Moses  ventured  still  .another  ob- 
jection to  taking  upon  himself  the 
work  and  oi5.ee  of  emancipator  of 
Israel.  "O  my  Lord,  I  am  not  elo- 
quent, neither  heretofore  nor  since 
thou  hast  spoken  unto  thy  servant, 
hat  I  am  slow  of  speech  and  of  a 
slow  tongue." 

It  may  ha  that  the  meaning  of 
Moses  was,  he  waa  not  sufiistonJv  ac- 
customed to  the  use  of  the  Hebrew 
language  spoken  by  the  Israelites  at 
that  time,  to  speak  it  distinctly  and 
fluently,  for  he  had  been  brought  un 
from  ehihihood  ;ui  the  adopted  son  of 
Pharaoh's  .daughter,  in  the  Egyptian 
court  until  forty  years  of  ago ;  ani" 
beside  that,  lie  had  been  forty  year 
in  the  land  of  Midian.  And  though 
the  Egyptian  language,  as  that  of  the 
Midinniics,  might  have  been  very  aim - 
ilar  to  the  Hebrew,  yet  it  is  hardly 
likely  that  it  waa  his  own  languj 
But  it  may  bo  that  Hoses  bad  an 
pediment  in  his  speech,  though  it  is 
said,  Acts,  yii:  22,  "he  wa3  mighty  in 
wotu  and  in  deed."  But  the  Lord 
removed  (lib  objection  also,  and  c 
him  Aaron,  the  Levite,  bis  brotl  , 
to  bo  the  spokesman  lor  him  unto  the 
people.    Sco  Exodus  ii,  iii  and  iv. 

filosoa  took  an  affectionate  leave  of 
his  father-in-law,  and  with  his  wife 
and  the  two  sons  that  were  born  uuto 
him,  Gershom  and  Eleasar,  and  he 
started  for  the  haul  of  Egypt,  but 
ihc-y  stopped  :il  an  in  a  by  the  way, 
:mj>;el  threatened  l.n  slny  jMohuh  on  i 
count,  it  is  thought,  of  his  neglect  to 
circumcise  lib  children.  To  prevent 
liia  death,  Zipporah  performed  the 
rite,  and  then  with  a  strange  degree 
of  warmth  of  temper  said  to  Moses, 
"surely  a  bloody  husband  art  thou  to 
mo."  It  may  bo  that  this  was  the 
reason  why  Zipporah  and  her 
children  returned  to  their  father. 
It  was   not  long  after  tf 

Moses,  as   he  was  pursu u 

journoy  alone,  met  Aaron,  his 
brother.  The  meeting  was  tender 
and  affectionate — for  forty  years  they 
had  been  absent  from  each  other— but 
now  that  they  moot  and  embrace  each 
other,  they  find  that  the  fire  of  true 
brotherly  affection  had  not  expired. 
In  company  they  go  down  into  Egypt, 
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and  begin  the  work  of  their  groat  and 

lin l.)Oi-;::nt  mission. 

After  making  their  mission  known  to 
.__e  elders  of  Israel,  they  wont  into  the 
presence  of  the  king  and  delivered  their 
ge,  simple,  yet  fraught  with  in- 
i  rite  vest  to  them   and   their   op- 
;sd   people.     Pharaoh   replied 
aly  to  their  request,  "  Who  is  Je- 
hovah, that  I  should  obey  his  voice  to 


expostulate  with  him,  but  Pharaoh  he- 
eninc  angry  and  ordered  that  the  burdens 
of  the  unoffending  Hebrews  be  in- 
creased. Under  the  direction  of  God, 
33  of  blood,  frogs,  lice,  flies,  mur- 
ium, boils,  and  blaius,  hail,  locusts, 
darkness,  and  finally  death  in  every 
family  were  brought  upon  the  Egyp- 
tians. By  the  hand  of  Moses  and 
Aaron,  the  Hebrews  were  led  out  froni 
under  tbo  hand  of  their  oppressors  and 
began  their  journey  toward:;  Caiman. 

By  the  way  of  Suceoth  and  Etham, 
Moses  led  the  children  of  Israel  being 
guided  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  to 
a  noini  on  the  Red  Sea.  Here  hiameek 
spirit  was  greatly  grieved  by  reproaches 
heaped  upon  him  by  the  murmuring 
Israelites.  They  charged  him  with 
bringing  them  there  to  die.  He  did  not 
reproach  them  in  turn,  but  bade  them 
''stand  still  and  see  the  salvation  of 
God."  He  then  engaged  in  earnest 
prayer,  committed  himself  and  his  peo- 
ple, with  their  interests,  into  the  hands 
of  God.  The  answer  to  bis  petition 
came,  "Speak  to  Israel,  that  they  go 
forward. "  And  so  he  led  them  through 
the  way  opened  up  in  the  sea,  and 
Pharaoh  and  his  host  a  essaying  to  fol- 
low were  drowned.  And  Moses  and  all 
Israel  joined  in  a  song  of  triumph  to 
God,  their  deliverer.    Exodus,  xv. 

Ere  three  days  were  passed  the  Is- 
raelites were  again  reproaching  Moses, 
because  that  the  waters  of  the  spring 
of  Marah  were  bitter.  He  sought  di- 
rection of  God,  and  was  shown  a  tree 
which,  when  he  had  cast  into  the  waters, 
they  were  made  sweet.  In  the  desert 
of  Sin  they  murmured  again,  and 
charged  Mo;es  with  the  design  of  kill- 
ing them  all  with  hunger  in  bringing 
them  into  that  wilderness,  for  their  sup- 
ply of  provisions  was  exhausted.  Soon 
their  complainings  were  stopped  by  a 
supply  of  quails  for  flesh,  and  manna 
for  bread,  and  the  manna  continued  to 
be  supplied  them  for  forty  years. 
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Soon  they  were  murmuring  again  he- 
cause  of  a  Jack  of  water  to  drink,  and 
Moses,  standing  on  tho  rock  of  'Horeb, 
with  the  rod  in  his  hand,  smote  the 
rock  and  a  fountain  was  opened  there, 
and  the  murmuring  thousands  of  Israel 
quenched  their  thirst,  not  only  for  the 
time  being,  but  the  waters  flowed  along 
tho  way  of  their  future  travels  and  sup- 
plied t.i  i  "in  for  years. 

When  Israel  were  encamped  at 
Sinai,  Moses  went  up  under  the  di- 
rection of  God  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  amid  the  folds  of  that 
majestic  cloud,  that  terrified  and 
struck  with  awe,  the  hosts  of  Israel 
by  its  blackness  and  thunder,  he 
received  the  ten  commandments,  and 
bearing  the  tables  on  which  they  were 
written  in  his  arms,  he  came  down 
after  an  absence  of  forty  days  from 
his  people.  He  had  been  all  that 
time  in  glorious  converse  with  God — 
fasting  he  had  devoted  himself  to  the 
interests  of  his  people.  But  as  he 
came  down  he  beheld  the  cause  of 
the  divine  auger,  which  had  been  in- 
timated to  him  when  he  left  the 
mountain  summit.  Israel  was  en- 
gaged in  idolatry.  Moses  beheld  their 
wickedness  in  sorrow — his  soul  was 

Sieved,  especially  that  God  was 
reatening  to  remove  from  them  the 
symbols  of  his  presence.  Throwing 
down  the  tables  of  the  law  ho  brake 
them  in  pieces  and  began  earnestly  to 
plead  with  God  for  the  offenders. 
His  prayer  of  faith  prevailed.  After 
Moses  had  destroyed  the  golden  calf, 
the  object  of  the  worship  of  the  mul- 
titude, and  called  Aaron  his  brother 
to  an  account  for  his  conduct— he  set 
the  sin  of  tho  pcoplo  before  them, 
and  earnestly  prayed  for  them  again. 
0  how  must  his  soul  have  been 
pressed  when  he  said  in  prayer,  "For- 

five  tho  sin  of  this  people;  if  not 
lot  me  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book 
which  thou  hast  written." 

The  Lord  commanded  Moses  to 
hew  out  two  tables  of  stone  like  unto 
the  first,  and  take  them  up  on  to  the 
mountain.  He  did  so  and  after  re- 
ceiving a  variety  of  instructions  with 
the  re -written  decalogue— forty  days 
being  ended  he  went  down  from  the 
mount ;  but  so  glorious  was  his  ap- 
pearance that  Aaron  and  the  children 
of  Israel  could  not  look  upon  him  for 
tho   halo  of  glory   that  surrounded 
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him;  veiling  himself  he  came  into 
their  midst  and  declared  to  them  all 
the  words  of  the  Lord. 

Aaron  and  Miriam  for  some  cause 
became  dissatisfied  with  Moses,  and 
complained  of  him.  They;  had  been 
associated  with  him  in  bringing  the 
children  out  of  Egyptian  bondage, 
and  his  sister  was  Hie  leading  female 
in  the  camp.  They  thought  that  in 
the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  government  they  did  not  share  as 
largely  as  they  should.  Moses  heard 
their  complaints,  hut  practiced  the 
same  meekness  which  had  marked 
him  in  his  course  up  to  that  time. 
Though  deeply  injured  and  depressed 
'       ras  silent  under  their 


Shortly  afterward  while  they  were 
in  the  tabernacle,  God  declared  the 
faithfulness  and  innocence  of  Moses, 
and  charged  upon  them  their  sin  iu 
spcakbig  Elijah  is  t  hiis  servant.  As  the 
cloud  of  divine  presence  began  to. 
withdraw,  they  understood  that  God 
was  angry  with  them  and  Aaron  fear- 
ing, looked  upon  Miriam  "and  be- 
held she  was  leprous,  white  as  snow.'' 
The  fear  of  Aaron  increased  to  dread 
alarm — for  before  him  in  his  leprous 
sister  was  a  terrible  token  of  God's 
displeasure.  He  prayed  for  forgive- 
ness for  his  siiij  and  turning  to  Moses 
he  entreated  him  to  pray  for  Miriam, 
Moses  always  ready  to  forgive  inju- 
ria-!, earnestly  supplicated  God  in 
behalf  of  his  sister.  His  prayer  was 
heard  and  her  sin  was  forgiven,  and 
tho  disease  removed  and  after  seven 
days  she  entered  the  camp  and  re- 
sumed her  labors. 

Moses  led  the  children  of  Israel  to 
the  borders  of  Canaan,  and,  selecting 
twelve  of  their  chief  men,  he  sent 
them  to  spy  out  the  land  and  bring 
back  a  report.  They  were  to  report 
concerning  the  inhabitants,  whether 
they  were  "strong  or  weak,  many  or 
few  ;"  whether  they  dwelt  in  tents  or 
strongholds;  and  whether  the  land 
was  fat  or  lean,  wooded  or-  not ;  and 
whether  it  was  productive  or  not ;  and 
to  bring  of  the  fruits  of  the  land. 
The  spies  made  their  search  and  re- 
turned, and,  with  the  exception  of 
two  of  them  they  brought  back  an 
evil  report.  This  evil  report  of  the 
ten  created  fear  in  nearly  all  the  con- 
gregation; and  soon  they  were  mnr- 
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muring  against  Moses  and  Aaron,  and 
a  spirit  of  mutiny  was  clearly  visible, 
for  they  proposed  selecting  a  captain 
and  returning  into  Egypt.  Moses  be- 
held their  sin  with  sorrow,  and  he 
heard  the  threatening  of  the  divine 
being  to-cast  them  cffutterly.  Again 
he  resorted  to  prayer.  His  pTayer 
was  answered,  but  a  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced against  the  whole  murmur- 
ing congregation — that  their  carcasses 
should  fall  in  the  wilderness,  and 
that  for  forty  years  they  should  wan  - 


Stock,  alone  should  enter  the  prom- 
ised land. 

An  extensive  mutiny  biokc  out 
after  this,  in  which,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the  con- 
gregation, headed  by  Korah,  Dathau, 
and  Abiram.  It  was  a  very  extensive 
andfoi'midriLlis  rebellion.  MoKeiifsgam 
resorted  to  prayer.  After  which  he 
asked  those  heading  the  rebellion  to 
hold  an  interview  with  him.  This 
they  would  not  do,  but  continued  in 
their  opposition  to  Moses  and  the 
Lord;,  and  the  nest  day  the  earth 
opened  and  swallowed  up  these  guilty 
leaders,  with  those  who  adhered  to 
them-  -Before  the  mutinous  spirit 
was  fully  quelled  and  the  priesthood 
was  miraculously  decided  to  be  in  the 
family  of  Aaron,  fourteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  guilty  ones  perished. 

When  the  forty  years  Israel  was 
destined  to  wander  in  the  wilderness 
were  coming  to  a  close,  and  nearly  all 
of  the  generation  that  came  out  of 
Egypt  were  dead,  and  a  new  genera- 
tion was  risen  up  under  the  laws  and 
regulations  that  governed  them  in 
their  tented,  state,  with  the  noble  ex- 
ample of  their  great  leader  before  them, 
they  drew  near  again  to  the  promised 
land.  And  while  they  were  camped  at 
K.adosli,  Moses  was  called  to  part  with 
his  beloved  sister  Miriam.  She  had 
done  a  noble  part  toward  clovating 
her  people,  and  had  borne  her  share 
of  toil  and  suffering  with  her  broth- 
ers. Miriam  died  in  Kadesh  and  was 
buried  there.  The  sensitive  heart 
the  meek  Moses  was  pained  as 
paid  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  her  "who  had  acted  the 
double  part  of  sister  and  mother"  for 
him,  and  who  probably  never  acted 
unkindly  lu^ani  him  but  once. 


About  four  months  after  this,  Aaron 
as  called  up  to  Mt,  Hor,  and  by 
Moses  divested  of  the  vestments  of 
his  office,  when  he  yielded  up  his1 
spirit  to  God  and  joined  the  pure 
spirit  of  his  sister,  who  had  preceeded 
lum.  And  Moses  put  the  robes  of 
Aaron  upon  Eleazar,  his  son,  and  eon- 
iili.iuled  i.'.i.m  his  successor. 

A  few  months  after  this,  Moses  re- 


end.  The  Lord  let  him  know  that 
because  of  his  fault  in  the  deseTt  of 
Sin,  he  should  not  pass  over  Jordan, 
and  enter  the  promised  land;  but  yet 
be  should  ho  favored  with  a  view  of 
that  country  from  the  summit  of  a 
neighboring  mountain.  After  ap- 
pointing Joshua  his  successor,  and 
rfOt!.lin<<tlic  poriiovi  for  Reuben,. Gad 
and  the  half-tribe  of  Mauasseh,  on 
the  east  side  of  Jordan, in  the  already 
conquered  country,  he  made  arrange- 
ments for  his  departure.  He  then 
---B  his  instructions  and  charges  to 
people  and  Joshua,  and  at  the 
age  of  ono  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
he  ascends  Nebo  at  the  command  of 
the  Lord,  and  takes  a  view  of  the 
■omised  land. 

Behold  him  as  he  closes  his  address 
and  pronounces  his  last  benedictions 
n  the  people  he  had  so  long  served. 
...  .  takes  an  affectionate  leave  of  all, 
but  especially  of  the  ciders  of  Israel, 
of  Kleaaar,  the  successor  of  his 
brother,  and  Joshua,  his  own  succes- 
sor, lie  climbs  the  mountain  side  all 
alone,  and  finally  reaches  Pisgah,  its 
lit,  and  with  his  vision  s4"—-"' 


Its  hills  and  plains,  mountains  and 
valleys,  rose  up  before  him,  and  bis 
soul  was  filled  with  rapture  as  lie  saw 
its  coining  greatness.  Having  his  de- 
sires fully  satisfied,  he  laid  him  down 
upon  the  mountain  top,  and  slept  the 
the  sleep  of  death.  He  closed  bis 
eyes  after  looking  upon  the  earthly 
Canaan,  and  waked  up  amid  the  joy S: 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  and  joined 
at  once  in  the  enrapturing  anthems 
of  glory,  with  Abraham,  Isaae  and 
Jacob,  Aaron  and  Miriam.  Having 
died,  his  mortal  remains  were  interact 
by  God  himself,  (an  honor  which  no 
other  human  being  has  ever  reeeivedV 
in  a  valley,  in  the  land  of  Moab,  and 
no  man  kuoweth  his  grave  until  this 
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day.     See  Exodus,  xxxiii;  Numbers, 
si :  7 ;  Deuteronomy  i :  xxxiv :  &e. 
Moses  appeared  with  Eliaa  in  a 

flotified  body  on  the  mount  of  trans- 
guration.     Matthew,  xvii :  l-G. 

Ho  wrote  the  fiist  five  books  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  ninetieth  1'saim. 
Other  writings  are  ascribed  to  him  by 
the  Jews,  but  these  alono  the  spirit 
of  inspiration  has  ascribed  to  him. 

He  was  an  illustrious  type  of  Christ 
and  his  mime  ami  character  is  destined 
to  go  down  to  tho  latest  generation  of 
mauj  and  tho  redeemed  in  Heaven  are 
to  sing  the  song  of  ''Moses  and  the 
Lamb. 

MOZA,  1-M(/Ea. 

Was  the  son  of"  Caleb,  tho  son  of 
Hezrou.    1st  OhroiL  ii :  46. 

MOZA,  2. 

Was  a  son  of  Zimri,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  Saul.    1st  Ciiron.  viii:  36'. 

MTTPPIM—  [Muirpim,] 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin, 
and  was  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.  xhd :  21. 

MTTSHI— [Mu'sbi,]  he  that,  touches, 

withdraws  himself. 
Was  the  son  of  Mcrari,  the  son  of 
Kohath.     Exodus. vi:19;lst  Chroni- 
cles, vi:  19;  xsiii:  21;xxrv:  2& 

NAAMAH-[Na'-a-mah,] 
Was  an  Ammonitess,  and  the 
mother  of  Rehoboam,  the  successor  of 
Solomon,  from  whom  the  tribes  of  Is- 
rael revolted  and  formed  the  kingdom 
of  Israel.     1st  Kings,  xiv :  21. 

NAAMAN,   1— [Na'-a-man,]  beauti- 
ful, agreeable,  that  prepares  him- 
se/f  to  motion, 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Benjamin, 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob  who  went  down  into  Egypt. 
Gen.  xbi :  21. 

NAAMAN",  2— Beautiful,  atp-eeable, 
that, prepares  himself  to  nw'.mi. 
Naaman  was  a  general  of  Benhadad, 
the  king  of  Syria.  It  is  said  of  him, 
"  he  was  a  great  man  with  his  master, 
and  honorable,  because  by  him  the 
Lord  had  given  deliverance  to  Syi"  " 
He  has  been  supposed  to  bo  the 


. .  irho  drew  tho  bow  at  a  venture  and 
smote  Ahab.  The  death  of  that  king 
is  referred  to  in  1st  Kings,  xxii:  34; 
and  the  deliverance  ho  had  giran  to 
Syria  is  supposed  to  allude  to  hisstay- 
'ag  Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel,  in  confl- 
uence of  whieh  the  Syrians  obtained 
.ho  victory.  It  is  further  said,  ''he 
was  a  mighty  man  of  valor,"  by  which 
we  may  understand  that  he  was  an  able 
and  experienced  general. 
But  of  Naauian  it  is  said,  ho  was  a 
.per.  This  was  a  very  heavy  affliction 
indeed  for  one  occupying  tho  position 
he  did.  He  not  only  felt  it  keenly  but 
his  kin.q  also  felt  it.  It  was  very  fmm-' 
bling  to  him,  and  a  great  tax  Upon  his 
grandeur.  So  anxious  was  tho  king 
about  Naaman,  his  general,  that  when 
be  heard,  through  a  little  captivo  maid 
tho  house  of  Naaman,  that  there 
.._.s  a  prophet  in  Israe!  who  could  euro 
Nuaman,  ho  sent  a  letter  unto  tbo  king 
of  Israel)  setting  forth  the  case  of  his 
servant,  and  asking  that  he  would  have 
him  cured  ;  and  he  sent  with  it  a 
present  of  ten  talents  of  silver  and  six 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  ten 
changes  of  raiment.  When  the  king 
of  Israel  read  tho  letter,  he  rent  hia 
elothes  and  said,  "Am  I  God,  to  kill 
id  make  alive,  that  this  man  doth 
nd  to  me  to  cure  a  man  of  his  ]en- 
sy?"  He  then  concluded  that  the 
Trian  king  sought  a  quarrel  with  him, 
.._  desiring  him  thus  to  do  a  work  that 
none  but  God  could  do.  Elisha,  the 
prophet,  heard  of  the  circumstance, 
and  he  sent  the  king  word  to  send 
Naaman  to  him,  and  tho  power  of  the 
God  of  Israel  should  be  made  manifest 
in  his  cure.  Jchoram,  the  king,  ac- 
cordingly sent  him,  and  Naaman  with 
hia  chariots  and  train  appeared  at  the 
door  of  the  prophet's  house.  Elisha 
did  not  come  out  to  speak  with  him, 
but  gavo  him  orders  through  Odia/.L 
his  servant.  The  reasnn  Kti.Jia  did  noi 
go  out  may  be,  ho  desired  to  observe  a 
proper  distance  from  a  leper;  or  it 
may  be  he  wished  to  mortify  Naaman's 
pride,  and  manifest  clearly  that  tho 
cure  was  wholly  of  God.  He  sent  or- 
ders to  Naaman  to  go  wash  seven  times 
in  Jordan  and  he  should  be  cleansed 
of  his  leprosy.  It  was  not  because 
there  was  any  special  virtue  in  tho  wa- 
ters of  the  Jordan  that  he  bade  him  do 
this;  but  God  chose  to  make  this  the 
means  by  which  he  would  convey  heal- 
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ing  power  to  Namaan.  The  leper  was 
angiy  tliat  Elisha  showed  so  little  re- 
gard for  him.  Ho  expected  (lie 
prophet  would  come  out  and  stand  by 
him,  and  implore  the  help  of  his  God, 
and  lay  Ids  hand  upon  the  part  affected 
and  cure  him  ;  hut  instead  oi'  that,  he 
bids  him  go  wash  in  Jordan.  Naaman 
then  ventured  to  reason  against  this 
mode  of  proceeding.  "Are  not  Abana 
and  Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better 
than  all  the  waters  of  Israel?  80  he 
turned  and  went  away  in  a  rase."  His 
servant  ventured  to  talk  with  him  as  to 
the  propriety  of  following  the  directions 
'  of  the  prophet.  He  asked  him  to  re- 
member how  cheerfully  ho  would  have 
undergone  the  most  painful  opevaiien 
to  get  rid  of  his  disease.  "  My  father, 
if  the  prophet  had  bid  thee  do  pome 
great  thing  wouldst  thou  not  havo  done 
it?  How  much  rather,  thou,  when  he 
says,  wash  and  he  clean."  Naanian 
was  persuaded,  and  in  conformity  to 
she  instructions  given  him  went  to  Jor- 
dan and  washed  seven  times,  and  he 
was  restored;  "his  ftVh  came  again 
like  unto  the  flesh  of  a  little  child,  and 
he  was  clean." 

Naaman,  when  cured  of  his  leprosy, 
hurried  bach  to  the  residence  of  the 
prophet  and  offered  him  a  present. 
Me  made  a  boh!  acknowledgment  of 
the  feet  that  the  G-od  of  Israel  was 
the  true  God,  and  he  declared  his 
faith  in  him.  Elisha  would  not  ac- 
cept his  present,  but  received  his  pro- 
fession of  faith  in  God,  and  granted 
him  two  mules'  burden  of  Israclitish 
earth,  that  ho  might  build  him  an  altar 
for  b  a  critic  in;;  to  Israel's  God.  He 
acknowledged  his  wrong  in  engaging 
!n  idolatry,  by  worshiping  the  idol  of 
Syria  in  the  house  of  Bammon,  when 
ho  attended  the  king  of  Syria  there. 
He  confessed  his  sin,  and  asked  that 
he  might  he  pardoned,  and  pledged 
himself  that  he  would  over  after  wor- 
ship the  God  of  Israel. 

Naaman  went  from  the  prophet 
very  joyful,  for  he  was  returning  to 
his  family,  and  kindred,  and  nation, 
clean.  But  the  servant  of  the  prophet 
was  not  pleased  that  his  master  had 
refused  a  present  from  Naaman,  hence 
he  followed  after  him  with  a  view  of 
(securing  one,  and  appropriating  it  to 
his  own  private  purposes.  Naaman 
saw  him.  coming,  and  recognized  him 
as  the  servant  of  Elisha.    Ho  humbly 


alighted  from  his  chariot,  and  asked 
him  what  was  his  desire.  He  told  a 
falsehood  to  accomplish  his  end.  "My 
master  desires  a  talent  of  silver  and 
two  changes  of  garments,  to  meet  the 
wants  of  two  young  prophets  who  have 
just  come  to  him,  and  are  in  necessi- 
tous oircumstances."  He  was  so  grat- 
ified for  what  had  been  done  for  him 
that  he  complied  with  the  request, 
only  that  he  gave  him  two  talents  in- 
stead of  one  ;  and,  having- bound  thorn 
in  the  two  suits  of  clothes,  he  sent 
two  of  his  servants  to  carry  them  for 
Gchazi.  These  servants  carried  them 
as  far  ao  the  lying  servant  would  per- 
mit, when  they  returned  to  their  mas- 
ter. ■  Gchasi  laid  the  present  up  as 
secretly  as  ho  could,  when  ho  pre- 
sented himself  before  Elista,  ana  the 
gophct  asked  him  where  he  had  been. 
c  denied  having  been  anywhere. 
Elisha  then  gave  him  to  understand 
that  ho  was  acquainted  with  the  terri- 
ble sin  he  had  committed.  Ho  boldly 
charged  him  with  the  commission  01 
the  crime,  and  added  :  This  is  not  the 
time  for  buying  fields,  olive-yards  and 
vineyards,  which,  he  had  intended  to 
do  with  that  money.  He  then  told 
him  as  he  had  wickedly  obtained  that 
money,  his  falsehood,  and  covet ous- 
ncss,  and  treachery  should  be  remem- 
bered against  him,  for  the  leprosy 
of  Naaman  should  cleave  to  him  and 
his  posterity  forever.  "And  he  went 
out  of  the  presence  of  Elisha  a  leper 

As  Hazae!  became  the  Syrian  gen- 
eral shortly  after  this,  we  suppc:  .0  that 
Naaman  died,  or  gave  up  his  position 
in  the  amy.  Wo  may  safely  suppose- 
that  he  remembered  ever  after  the 
favor  done  him  in  curing  him  of  his" 
leprosy,  and  that  he  would  not  lead 
the  Syrians  against  the  Hebrews. 

NAARAH— [Na'-a-rah .] 

One  of  the  wives  of  Ashur.  She- 
was  the  mother  of  three  sons  whose 
names  are  given  in  1st  Ohron.  iv  :  5. 

NABAL—  |Na'-bal,]  a  fool  senseless. 
Nabal  was  a  rich  man  ot  the  tribe 
of  Judah  and  a  descendant  of  Caleb, 
but  he  was  a  very  churlish  man.  He 
hud  l.'irso  ibel;s  and  extensive  wealth. 
While  David,  with  his  warriors,  was 
staying  in  the  wilderness  of  Patau,  the 
flocks  of  Nabal  were  pasturiog  near 
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Maon  or  about  Cavmol.  David  and  his 
men,  being  near  there,  protected  the 
flocks  from  tho  wild  beasts  and  also 
from  the  Arabs,  and,  it  is  supposed, 
often  rendered  valuable)  assistance  to 
NaT.d.v  biivdmen. 

David  hearing  that  Nabal  Lad  a 
sheep-sheaving  at  Carrne!,  sent  ten  of 
his  young  men  to  greet  him  in  his 
name,  and  to  desire  of  him  a  present, 
and  left  it  optional  with  Nabal  as  to 
what  the  present  should  he.  "Give, 
I  pray  thee,  whatever  oometh  to  thy 
hand,  unto  thy  servants  and  to  thy  son 
David."  Ho  had  a  rip-lit  to  demand  a 
present  of  Nabal  for  the  kindness  he 
had  shown  him,  and  the  essential  ser- 
vice ho  and  his  men  had  given.  Da- 
vid's kindness  had  teen  of  more  ad- 
vantage than  the  service  of  any  cf 
those  who  wero  being  honored  by 
Nabal  at  his  feast.  Nabal,  in  a  harsh 
and  surly  manner,  told  David's  ten 
messengers  that  ho  would  net  give 
their  master  presents ;  that  he  knew 
better  than  to  give  his  provisions  to  a 
contemptible  fugitive  from  his  master 
such,  as  David  was.  "  Who  is  David? 
and  who  is  the  son  of  Jesse?  There 
be  inacy  servants,  ncw-a-days,  that 
breakaway  every  man  from  his  mas- 
ter." Sow,  the  request  that  had  been 
made  of  him  was  a  very  just  and  reas- 
onable one,  and  tho  manner  in  which 
it  was  refused  was  a  very  gross  insult. 
No  wonder,  indeed,  that  his  own  ser- 
vants raid  of  him,  "He  is  such  a  son 
of  Belial,  that  one  cannot  speak  to 
him."  The  messengers  went  back  and 
informed  David  of  the  treatment  they 
had  received,  and  David  at  once  rashly 
resolved  that  lie  would  put  Nabal  and 
all  his  family,  and  all  that  he  had,  to 
the  sword,  that  others  might  bo  de- 
terred from  acting  toward  him  as  Nabal 
had.     He    would    have   executed  his 

Surposo  in  this  matter,  but  for  the  pra- 
ence,  caution  and  kindness  of  Abigail, 
Nabal'a  wife.  One  of  Nabal's  young 
men  reported'to  Abigail  the  manner  in 
will eli  D.-ivid';s  r.ii'i-^ngnrs  had  been 
treated.  He  referred  her  to  the  fact 
that  David  had  rendered  very  valuable 
assistance  to  their  master  Nabal,  in  that 
he  was  a  "wall  unto  them  by  day  and 
by  night,  while  they  wero  with  him 
keeping  the  sheep."  The  young  man 
then  -urged  her  to  take  some  course,  if 
possible,  to  appease  the  wrath  of  Da- 
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vid,  occasioned  by  the  insult  offered 
him  by  Nabal. 

Abigail  made  b?.ste  ami  prepared  a 
present,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
loaves,  and  two  bottles  of  wine,  five 
sheep  ready  dressed,  and  five  measures 
of  parched  corn,  and  a  hundred  clus- 
ters of  raisins,  sad  two  hundred  cakes 
of  figs ;  and.  she  then  bade  her  serv- 
ants go  on  quickly  and  moot  David, 
and  tell  him  of  her  approach.  All 
this  she  did  without  the  knowledge  of 
her  churlish  husband.  She  met  Pavid 
and  disarmed  his  rage,  and  won  his 
feelings  and  affections,  and  thereby 
saved  i'a\  id  filling  the  blood  of  Na- 
bal, and  killing  his  innocent  house- 
hold. Abigail  thenwenthomo.  Na- 
bal waa  still  engaged  in  the  feast,  and 
haying  indulged  inwiuo  to  drunken- 
ness, she  could  not  tell  him  that  day 
how  narrowly  he  had  escaped  death, 
but  the  next  morning  whon  ho  was 
sober. she  fold  him thesothings.  Sho 
portrayed  the  danger  into  whi.ch  his 
conduct  had  brought  hiiaself-  and 
family.  Nabal  had  not  thought  by 
refusing  David  to  provoke  him  to 
anger,  and  that  ho  had  it  in  his  power 
to  injure  him;  a ad  when  Mo  wife  re- 
ported to  him  the  manner  in  which 
sho  had  appealed  his  wrath,  and 
stayed  David  from  slaying;  him,  "Na- 
bal's heart  died  within  him,  and  be- 
came as  a  stone."  Ho  was  thunder- 
struck ;  terrified  in  a  very  great,  de- 
gree at  what  ho  had  done,  and  how  he 
and  his  family  had  escaped  destruc- 
tion. Fear  overcamo  Nabal,  and  lie 
became  insensible.  He  was  thrown 
into  severe  sickness,  of  which  in  ten 
days  ho  died.    See  1st  Sam.  xsy. 

NABOTH— W-bothJ     words, 

NAboti;  was;  a  3  eareelite,  or  rather 
an  Israelite  of  the  city  of  Jcsreel. 
He  was  probably  a  man  of  considera- 
ble wealth,  for  ho  had  a  veiyfino  gar- 
den not  far  from  the  palace  of  Ahab.. 
the  king.  This  garden  or  vineyard', 
had  often  attracted  tho  attention  of  • 
Ahab  and  he  desired  to  own  it— ho 
wished  to  possess  it  for  a  kitchen  gar- 
den, or  as  he  calls  it,  a  garden  of 
herbs.  Ho  did  not  wish  to  take_  it 
from  Nabofh  without  compensating 
him  for  it;  ho  proposed  to  give  him 
the  value  of  it  in  money.  This  re- 
quest seems  at  first  view  to  bo  faie 
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and  honorable,  and  moreover  reason- 
able, that  Naboth  should  accommo- 
date the  king  by  selling  it  or  ex- 
changing it  for  another  -vineyard. 
Naboth  objected  to  it,  because  there 
was  a  prohibition  in  the  divine  law  to 
alienating  an  inheritance.  Henee  he 
answered  Ahab's  proposal  in  the  foi- 
led ing  language,  God  forbid  that  I 
should  give  the  inheritance  of  my 
father's  to  thee."  Indeed  it  was  out 
of  the  power  of  an  Israelite  finally 
and  forever  to  alienate  the  inheri- 
tance that  came  to  him  from  hia 
parents.  He  might  sell  or  mortgage 
it  till  the  jubilee  year,  but  then  it 
must  revert  to  the  original  owners  if 
not  redeemed  before.  Lev.  xxv:  1-1, 
17,  25,  28. 

Ahab  was  displeased  at  Naboth 
that  he  refused  him  the  garden,  and 
went  to  his  house  with  a  heavy  heart, 
dispirited  and  sorrowful ;  he  even  re- 
fused to  eat  bread.  Jezebel  his  wife 
became  greatly  concerned  about  him. 
and  asked  him  what  it  was  that  ailed 
him,  "why  is  thy  spirit  so  sad 
that  thou  eatest  no_  bread?"  and  he 
told  her  how  he  desired  the  vineyard 
of  Naboth,  and  had  offered  him 
money  for  it,  or  another  vineyard ; 
but  that  the  man  had  utterly  refused. 
She  reproached  him  as  the  king  of 
Israel  for  giving  such  demonstrations 
of  feeling  over  such  a  matter.  She 
told  him  as  he  was  the  king  of  Israel 
ho  should  not  be  troubled  thus — she 
bade  him  make  himself  easy  and  she 
would  see  to  it,  that  the  vineyard  of 
Naboth  should  he  given  him.  She 
accordingly  wrote  letters  in  Ahab's 
namo  and  placed  on  them  the  signet 
of  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  and  then 
sent  the  hitters  to  (he  ciders  anil  no- 
bles of  the  city  of  Jezreel.  She  bade 
them  proclaim  a  fast  and  set  Naboth 
on  high  among  the  people,  and  then 
set  two  wicked  men  to  hear  witness 
against  Naboth,  accusing  him  of 
blaspheming  God  and  the  king— con- 
demn him  by  those  witnesses  and 
then  carry  him  out  of  the  city  and 
stone  him  to  death.  These  wicked 
and  abandoned  rulers  executed  her 
orders.  Having  set  him  on  high, 
they  brought  the  charge  of  treason 
.and  blasphemy  against  bim,  then  con- 
demned him  and  carrying  him  without 
the  city,  they  stoned  him  with  stones 
ihat  he  died. 


Having  done  this,  it  is  likely  (hey 
destroyed  the  whole  of  his  family,  so 
that  the  inheritance  had  no  longer  au 
heir.  When  Jezebel  found  that  Na- 
both was  stoned  and  dead,  she  bade 
the  king  arise  and  take  possession  of 
the  vineyard,  and  he  did  so.  But  trod 
remembered  this  wicked  conduct  of 
Ahab  and  Jezebel  against  them,  and 
His  vengeance  as  the  Almighty  God 
pursued  them,  and  dogs  licked  the 
blood  of  Ahab  at  the  place  where  Na- 
both was  slain,  and  as  for  Jezebel,  sho 
was  thrown  down  from  a  window  and 
the  horses  trod  upon  her,  and  the  clogs 
ate  her  ilesb  by  the  wall  of  Jezreel. 
See  1st  Kings,  xxi ;   2d  Kings,  ix:  10 


NADAB,  l-[Na,'-<\abl  free  and  vol- 
untary gift,  prince. 

Nadab  was  a  son  of  Aaron  and  the 
brother  of  AMhu.  Being  the  sons  of 
Aaron  they  acted  in  the  sacred  office 
of  the  priesthood.  The  fact  of  their 
offering  up  strange  fire  unto  the  Lord, 
and  oftheir  sudden  and  strange  death, 
is  narrated_in  Lev.  s.  _  They  violated 
the  divine  injunctions  in  some  way  in 
the  performance  of  their  work.  It  is 
said  ''they  took  cither  of  them  his  cen- 
ser and  put  Are  therein,  and  put  incense 
thereon,  and  offered  strange  fire  before 
the  Lord,  which  he  commanded  them 
not.  And  thero  went  out  a  fire  from 
the  Lord  and  devoured  them,  and  they 
died  before  the  Lord."  Why  they 
used  strange  or  common  fire  instead  of 
sacred,  we  cannot  tel) ;  but  from  the 
instructions  that  immediately  followed, 
we  are  disposed  to  think  that  they  had 
been  indulging  in  the  use  of  strong 
drink,  the  consequence  of  which  was 
(heir  understanding  was  not  clear— 
their  judgment  was  not  correct — they 
were  not  capable  of  discerning  between 
clean  and  unclean — pure  and  impure. 

It  was  soon  known  to  Aaron  that 
Nadab  and  Abihu  had  sinned,  and  that 
God  bad  punished  their  sin  with  death; 
and  though  they  were  bis  own  children 
he  dare  not  murmur  or  complain.  He 
acknowledged  by  bis;  silence  the  just- 
ness of  the  divine  power  thus  made 
known  so  terribly.  Moses  gave  orders 
to  two  of  the  priests,  Mishael  and  El- 
zaphan,  the  sons  of  Uzziel,  to  go  and 
take  charge  of  the  dead  bodies,  and 
cariy  them  without  the  camp  that  they 
liiijiht  ijo  buried. 
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After  Nadab  and  Abihu  had  been 
taken  out  r.nd  buried,  the  Lord  gave 
Moses  and  Anion  further  instructions 
regarding  the  sanctity  of  the  priest's 
oflice.  He  charged  Aaron  not  to  drink 
wine  or  strong  drink,  he  nor  hia  sons, 
when  they  went  out  into  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation,  lest  they  die  as 
those  two  had  died.  They  were  to  nut 
a  difference  between  clean  and  unclean, 
holy  and  unholy. 

NADAB,  2— fro-:  and  voluntary  gift, 
prince. 
Madar  was  a  king  of  Israel.  He 
was  the  son  and  successor  of  Jeroboam. 
1st  Kings,  xiv  :  20 ;  xv :  25,  &c  He 
began  to  reign  over  .Israel  in  the  second 

J  ear  of  Asa,  king  of  Judab,  and  reigned 
ut  two  years.  Nadab  walked  all 
through  his  reign  in  the  sins  of  Jero- 
boam, his  father.  Ho  was  slain  by 
Baasha  at  Gibbcthon,  a  city  in  the 
tribe  of  Dan.  Baasha  not  only  smote 
Nadab.  but  ho  smote  all  the  house  of 
Jeroboam.  According  to  the  saying 
of  Ahijab,  the  Shibonitc,  God  made 
one  wicked  man  to  slay  another.  1st 
Kings,  xiv  ;  10-14. 

NAHAIiAI—  [Na-har'-i,]  my  nostrils, 
hoarse,  hot, 
The  Beerothite,  \v:i:.i  one  of  David's 
(nighty  men.     2d  Sum.  xxiii :  37. 

NAHASH,  l-[Na'-1iash,3  snafe,  ont 

that  foretells-,  brass. 

Nahabh  was  a  king  of  the  Ammon- 
ites. 1st  8am.  xi.  It  is  said  he  came 
up  and  encamped  against  Jabesh- 
Gilead.  When  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  saw  them  they  were  ulirightcd,  I'm 
they  saw  they  were  in  no  condition  to 
enter  on  a  war  with  Naliasli,  and  hence 
they  made  a  proposition  to  enter  on  a 
course  of  servitude  to  him.  They 
said:  ''Make  a  covenant  with  us  and 
we  will  serve  thee."  Nahash  agreed 
to  it,  on  the  condition  that  they  would 
submit  each  one  to  have  his  right  eye 
thrust  out,  to  Ik:  a  standing  budge  of 
their  slavery,  and  a  means  of  incapaci- 
tating them  from  serving^  as  soldiers. 
"He  who  opposes  his  shield  with  bis 
left  hand,  thereby  hides  bis  left  eye, 
and  looks  at  the  enemy  with  his  right 
eye.  They,  therefore,  who  pluck  out 
that  right  eye,  mako  men  useless  in 
war. ' '    This  was  a  very  cruel  condition, 


and  no  wonder  they  were  slow  to  agree 
to  it.  They  asked  a  respite  of  seven 
days,  when  they  agreed  to  give  him  an 
answer  as  to  the  course  they,  would 
take.  They  sent  their  messengers  nil 
through  the  kingdom  and  inquired  If 
there  was  no  help  for  them.  The  mes- 
sengers went  to  Gibeah  of  Saul,  the 
place  where  Saul  lived,  and  told  their 
sorrowful  tale  in  the  hearing_  of  the 
people,  and,  deeply  sympathizing  with 
the  people  of  Jabesh -Gil  cad,  those  of 
Gibeah  wept.  Saul  was  coming  out 
of  the  field  after  the  herd,  and  he 
asked  what  ailed  the  people  that  they 
wept;  and  they  told  him  the  tidings 
that  had  come  from  Jabesh- Gilead— 
that  Nahash  had  besieged  the  city  and 
and  offured  them  (.he  humbling  condi- 
tions of  a  covenant,  that  of  putting 
out  the  right  eye  of  each  one.  It 
is  said  that  the  Spirit  of  God  came 
upon  Saul.  He  felt  himself  strongly 
excited  to  attempt  their  relief.  He 
felt  that  ho  ooghUo  espouse  their  cause, 
and  that  if  he  did  lie  would  have  suc- 
cess. Ho  hewed  a  yoke  of  oxen  in 
pieces,  and  sent  them  in  pieces  though- 
out  all  the  coasts  of  Israel,  thereby 
calling  the  warriors  together,  to  defend 
their  brethren.  The  people  heard  the 
call  and  came  out  with  one  consent. 
They  rendezvoused  in  Bczek  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  men,  marshalled  under  Saul 
for  battle,,  and  putting  the  army  in 
throe  companies  or  divisions,  he 
marched  all  night,  and  came  to  the 
camp  of  the  Ammonites  about  day- 
break and  slew  them,  and  so  delivered 
the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-Gilead,  as 
the  Ammonites  "were  scattered  so  that 
two  of  them  were  not  left  together." 
It  is  quite  likely  that  Nahash  escaped, 
and  it  may  be  he  was  the  same  person 
who  afterwards  showed  kindness  to 
David.  He  is  referred  to  as  the  king 
of  Amnion,  and  the  father  of  Hanun, 
to  whom  David  showed  kindness  for 
his  father's  sake.    2dSam.x:  2. 

NAHASH,  2.— Same  as  Jesse. 

NAHATII,  l-[Na'-hath.l 

Was  the  eldest  son  of  Keuel,  who 
was  Esau's  son  by  Bashemath.  There 
are  three  others,  named  who  were 
brothers  of  Nahath,  viz:  Zerah,  Sham- 
mah  and  Mizzah,  they  are  called 
the  sons  of  Bashemath,  Esau's  wife, 
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NAHATLT,  2. 

Waa  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in 
the  line  of  priosts  from  Aaron  to  the 
captivity.     IstChron.  vi:  26. 

NAHBI-fNah'-bi.] 

Waa  of  die  tribe  of  Xaphtuli,  unci 
waa  selected  by  Moses  as  olio  of  the 
twelve  spies  to  search  and  examine  the 
nature  anil  state  of  tho  land  of  Canaan. 
Num.  xiii:  14. 

NAHOR— [Na'lior,]  hoarse,  hot, 
angry. 

Naiiob.  was  the  son  of  lerah,  and 
tho  brother  of  Abraham.  He  lived 
at  Haran,  in  Masaopotamia.  Some- 
times the  place  where  he  lived  is  called 
after  hira,  or  by  his  name.  Elcazar 
is  reported  to  have  stopped  at  the  city 
of  Nahor,  when  seeking  a  wife  for 
Isaac,  from  among  his  master's  kin- 
dred. 

He  married  Mikah,  the  daughter 
of  his  brother  Haran.  Gen.  xi:  29. 
This  was  not  as  near  a  relation  as  his 
brother  Abraham  married,  for  ho 
married  Sarai,  the  daughter  of  his 
father  Terah.  Nahor  had  a  numerous 
progeny.  Having  eight  sons  by  his 
wife  Milcah,  and  he  had  four  sons 
by  his  concubine  Rcumah.  Hua  was 
his  firstborn,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  father  of  Husitej.  Una  the 
second  eon,  i3  thought  to  have  been 
the  father  of  the  Bnzites,  from  whom 
Elihn  was  descended,  Kcmuol,  v;ho 
is  called  the  father  of  Aram,  ia  thought 
to  have  been  the  father  of  the  Aram- 
eans  or  Syrians,  and  Chesed  was  the 
father  of'  at  least  one  tribe  of  the 
Chaldeans.  So  others  of  his  children 
were  supposed  to  have  been  tho  heads 
of  largo  families.     Gen.  xxii:  20. 

NAHSHON— [Na'shon,]  that  fore- 
tells, serpent. 
Nahbeoh  waa  tho  son  of  Ammina- 
dab,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  He  was 
the  chief  of  that  tribe,  and  was  asso- 
ciated with  Moses  and  Aaron  in  ar- 
ranging the  business  of  the  nation  at 
the  time  of  their  esodus  from  the 
land  of  Egypt.  Numbers  i :  7.  And 
when  the.  tabernacle  was  fully  set  up, 
i-        ■     '  f",,;  rig  for  his  tribe. 


Nui 
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NAHUMJNa'-hnm,]  comforter,  pen- 

ilai.f,  t.he.ir  guide. 

Naiiuji  was  one  of  the  lessor  proph- 
ets of  the  city  of  Elkoshai,  and  the 
author  of  tho  boot  of  prophesies  that 
beuw  his  name.  He  nourished  about 
serai  hundred  am!  thirteen  ycas-s  before 
Christ. 

Ill  his  prophecies  ho  speaks  of  the 
Assyrian  ravages  of  Egypt  and  tho  de- 
struction of  the  populous  city  of  No. 
Nahum,iii:  3.  He  represents  the  Assy- 
rian king  as  imagining  an  evil  thing 
against  the  Lord.'  It  is  thought  from 
the  prophecies  contained  in  Nahum,  i: 
9-11,  and  iii:  9-10,  that  ho  uttered 
those  prophecies  just  at  the  time  that 
Sennacherib  was  returiug  from  tho  con- 
quest of  Egypt.  But  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty as  regards  this.  He  givesavevy 
grand  description  of  God  in  his  first 
chapter,  and  of  tho  armies  against  Nin- 
eveh, and  the  fall  of  that  city,  ia  the 
■OMOiid  and  last  chapters.  And  many 
of  those  predictions  have  been  fulfilled 
lo  the  very  letter. 

NAOMI  -  [Na-o'-mi,]    beaut  ifu  I, 
agreeahk. 

Naomi  was  the  wife  of  Elimelech 
who  lived  in  Bethlehem  Judah,  in  the 
land  of  Judah,  and  she  was  tho  mother 
of  two  sons  Mahlon  and  Ohilion.  Ruth 
i :  2.  Because  of  a  famine  in  the  laud, 
Elimelech  with  hia  wife  and  sons  went 
to  sojourn  in  the  country  of  Hoab.  They 
had  not  been  in  Moab  long  until  the 
husband  and  father  died  ;  thus  Naomi 
was  left  a  widow.  She  was  called  to 
bury  her  companion  among  strangers, 
and  with  her  two  sons  in  loneliness  to 
weep  over  his  grave.  After  tho  days 
of  mourning  for  her  husband  ware  over, 
sho  married  her  two  sons  to  Moabitish 
women,  the  names  of  which  were 
Orpah  and  Ruth.  In  about  ten  years 
both  of  these  sons  of  the  widow  died. 
and  with  a  crushed  heart  she  buried 
them  beside  her  husband,  and  resolved 
desolate,  and  alone  as  she  was,  to  go 
back  again  to  her  own  land,  for  she  had 
heard  that  tho  Lord  "had  visited  his 
people  in  giving  them  bread."  As  tho 
famine  was  ended,  and  there  was  plenty 
in  tho  land  of  Judea,  she  thought 
it  better,  being  a  widow  and  childless, 
to  return  to  her  own  people,  let  them 
know  of  her  affliction,  and  demand 
of  them  sympathy  and  help.  Sho 
made  known  her  determination  to  her 
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n-Iaw ;     and    after 

fcctionate  parting  with  Qrpah, 
panicd  by  Ruth  she  returned,  and  ar- 
rived safely  in  Bethlehem,  the  town  of 
her  former  residence. 

Naomi  was  extensively  known,  and 
highly  respected  when  a  resident 
there,  and  her  arrival  was  soon  noised 
abroad.  Her  former  friends  came  to 
;:cc  hoi-  and  learn  from  her  own  lips 
the  talc  of  her  sufferings — the  bitter 
dealing,!  of  the  Almighty  with  her. 
They  looked  with  astonishment  upon 
her  thin  and  pale  visage,  her  feeble 
and  emaciated  form.  They  looked 
upon  her  poverty  and  distress,  and 
said  one  to  another  in  low  whispers, 
for  they  did  not  wish  to  open  the 
wound  in  her  womanly  heart  afresh; 
"Is  this  Naomi."  She  overheard 
them,  and  with  deep  emotion  said ; 
"  Call  me  not  Naomi,  (i.  c.,  pleasant,) 
call  mo  Mara,  (i.  e.,  bitter,)  for  the 
Aimig^yhalh  dealt  very  bitterly  with 
me.  When  I  left  you  I  had  an  affec- 
tionate companion  and  husband,  and 
two  noble  sons,  but  the  three  arc  dead. 
I  went  out  full,  but  the  Lord  hath 
brought  me  home  again  empty." 

Naomi  began  her  residence  in  Beth- 
lehem with  Ruth,  as  her  companion 
in  poverty.  Soon,  however,  fortune 
favored  her.  The  God  who  had  ;i£- 
fiictcd  her  smiled  upon  her.  The 
kindred  of  Elimclech  noticed,  and 
pitied  and  helped.  Soon  Boaa  mar- 
ried Ruth,  and  so  provided  Naomi 
with  a  comfortable  and  pleasant 
home.  The  clouds  in  her  sky  wctc 
'scattered,  and  the  evening  of  her  life 
was  made  calm  and  pleasant.  She 
lived  to  see  her  daughter-in-law  the 
mother  of  a  son,  arid  she  took  that 
son  as  her  own  kinsman,  and  "  laid  it 
in  her  own  bosom,  and 
unto  it."    Ruth  iv :  IS. 

NAPHISH— [Na'-fish,]  t%t  soul,  lie 

thai   rrjra\hc.:\    Inmsclf,    that  rt'.- 
apises ;  in  S'jri.nf,  that  ■iiiu'Jiplics. 

He  was  the  son  of  Ishmael,  and  the 
grand-son  of  Abraham.     Genesis 

NAPIITALI,— [Naf-te-Iy,]  compari- 
son, U7anicss,  t/iatjlt/hls. 
Napittali  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob  by  Billiah,    the  handmaid  of 
Rachel,  and  he  was  the  '    " 


of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  The 
names  of  his  son:>  are  Riven  in  Genesis, 
slvi:  24.  They  were  Jahsaa),  Gimi, 
Jezer  andShiliem,  all  of  whom  were 
the  heads  of  a  numerous  progeny. 

The  prophetic  blessing  of  iii.s  father 
upon  him  is  given  in  Gen.  xlix :  21. 
"Naplif.ali  is  allied  lot  loose,  ho  glvclh 
goodly  words."  It  may  bo  intended  to 
set  forth  the  activity  and  courtesy  of 
that  tribe.  There  is  another  transla- 
tion which  renders  the  passage  thus, 
"  Naphtali  is  a  t.veo  sdiot  out,  bringing 
forth  goodly  branches."  This  would 
bo  calculated  to  sat  forth  the  fertility 
and  increase  of  that  tribe. 

When  the  tribe  of  Naphtali  went  out 
of  Egypt  they  had  fifty-three  thousand 
four  hundred  fighting  men,  who.  were 
under  the  command  of  Ahira,  the  son 
ofEnan.  Num.  i:  15-43.  The  tribe 
decreased  while  they  wore  in  the  wil- 
derness, several  thousand,  for  they  only 
numbered  forty-five  thousand  four  hun- 
dred, when  tho  sum  of  tho  children  of 
Israel  was  taken  in  the  plains  of  M.eab. 
Ivmnliers,  ssvi:  50. 

Their  spy  to  search  the  land  was 
Nahbi,  the  son  of  Vophsi.  Numbers, 
xiii:  14.  And  their  agent,  to  divide 
tho  land  and  secure  them  their  inheri- 
tance, was  Pedahcl,  the  son  of  Arami- 
Imd.  Numbers,  xxxiv:  28.  Their  in- 
heritance was  a  rich  one,  for  their  land 
was  very  fertile. 

But  in  their  inheritance  they  per- 
mitted the  Canaanites  to  retain  Betha- 
nath  and  Bethshcniesh,  two  of  their 
cities,  on  the  condition  that  they  would 
pay  tribute  to  them.  The  Canaanitea 
continued  in  possession  of  these  two 
cities,  but  were  tributaries  to  the  tribe 
ofNaphtali.    Judges,i:  33. 

They  seemed  to  he  associated  as  a 
tribe,  intimately  with  the  tribe  of  Zch- 
ulun,  and  when  Deborah  arose  "a 
mother"  and  a  deliverer  of  Israel,  from 
the  hand  and  power  of  Jabin,  king 
of  Canaan,  she  called  Barak,  the  Naph- 
tali  general,  and  ho  came  up  to  ncr 
help,  and  undertook  tlie  work  with  her, 
and  he  brought  with  him  ten  thousand 
warriors  of  Naphtali  and  Zebuhra 
They  fought  with  distinguished  bravery 
audeoiKit.i.ovcd  Jabin.     Judges,  iv. 

When  Gideon  fought  with  the  Mid- 
ianitesand  the  children  of  the  cast,  and 
conquered  them,  the  defendants  of 
Nllj-IjluK  ;!-.sooi.^ed  with  other  (vibes 
at  the  request  of  Gideon,  pursued  the 
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Midianites,  and  so  helped  to  make  the 
victory  complete.    Judges,  vii;  23. 

At  the  coronation  of  David,  thirty- 
seven  thousand  of  the  tribe  of  Naph- 
tali  assisted,  under  tho  command  of  a 
thousand  captains,  and  it  is  said  that 
when  they  came  tlicy  did  not  intend  to 
he  chargeable  to  David  or  the  nation 
for  sub  si  stance,  for  llicy  brought  great 
quantities  of  provisions  with  them. 

There  are  but  two  persons  of  very 
distinguish  fid  note  that  we  know  of 
in  this  tribe.  One  we  have  men- 
tioned, Deborah's  general.  Tho  other 
was  Hiram,  the  artificer,  and  assistant 
of  king  Solomon  in  the  building  of  the 
temple.  It  is  said  of  this  Hiram,  1st 
Kings,  vii:  14,  "He  was  a  widow's 
son,  of  the  tribe  of  Naphlali.  and  hi;- 
father  was  a  man  of  Tyre."  Wo  have 
an  account  of  their  country  being  terri- 
bly ravaged  by  Benbadad,  the  king  of 
Syria,  in  1st  Kings, -xv:  20.  In  2d 
Kings,  xv :  wc  have  an  account  of 
many  of  them  being  canned  captives  by 
Tilgath-Pilcser,  king  of  Assyria. 
Their  country  became  idolatrous,  but 
Josiah  in  his  reformation  cleansed  it. 

"While  the  Savior  was  hero  on  earth, 
and  preaching  bis  own  gospel,  he,  with 
liia  disciples,  resided  a  part  of  tho  time 
and  preached  in  the  land  of  Naphtali. 
Matthew,  iv:  13.  "He  dwelt  in  Ca- 
pernaum, which  is  upon  the  sea  coast, 
in  the  borders  of  Zebulun  and  Naph- 
tali." 

NAPHTTJHIM— [Naf'-tu-him.] 

Napktui-HM  was  the  fourth  son  of 
Mizraim.  Genesis,  x:  13.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  family  of  Naphtuhim 
was  extensive,  though  itis  not  certainly 
known  where  they  settled,  who  they 
were,  or  by  what  name  they  were 
called. 

NARCISSUS— [Nar-sis'sus,]  aston- 
ishment. 
Nahc'LSSUS  was  probal.dya  disciple, 
whose  household  were  also  converts 
to  Christianity.  The  household  is  re- 
ferred to  by  the  apostle  Paul  in  his 
epistle  to  the  Romans,  xvi:  11,  ''Greet 
them  which  be  of  the  household  of 
Narcissus,  which  are  in  tho  Lord." 
He  has  been  thought  to  he  of  the 
number  of  the  seventy  disciples,  and 
to  have  become  a  noted  preacher  of 
the  gospel,  and  a  martyr  for  the  cause 
of  Christ.     Indeed  the  Greeks  sup- 


NATHAN,  1— [Na'than,]  who  gives, 
or  is  given. 
Nathan  was  a  prophet  of  consid- 
erable fame,  who  flourished  in  the 
time  of  David,  and  had  a  place  in  the 
confidence  and  esleem  of  that.  king. 
He  was  a  prophet  in  Israel  at  the  rime 
David  ascended  the  throne,  and  in  2d 
Samuel,  vii :  3,  we  havo  an  account  of 
his- commending  David  for  his  inten- 
tion of  building  a  templo  to  the  Lord. 
David  addressing  himself  to  Nathan, 
said:  "Sec  now  I  dwell  in  a  house 
of  cedar,  hut  tho  ark  of  God  dwelletii 
within  curtains."  The  prophet  was 
pleased  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
king,  and  gave  him  encouragement, 
not  as  a  prophet,  but  as  a  pious  man. 
He  was  not  under  the  divine  afflatus, 
or  actuated  by  the  divine  spirit.  He 
said  to  David,  "Do  all  that  is  in  thy 
heart,  for  the  Lord  is  with  thee."  He 
thereby  encouraged  David  to  the  im- 
portant undertaking  without  waiting 
for  divine  instruction.  It  was  not 
long  after  this  until  ho  was  divinely 
instructed  to  forbid  this  work  he  had 


should  not  build  the  house,  but  that 
his  son,  who  should  come  after  him. 
should  build  it,  and  he  told  these 
words  of  the  Lord  unto  David,  and 
in  1st  Chronicles,  xxii :  8,  there  is  the 
additional  reason  given:  David  had 
ahed  blood  abundantly,  and  ha.d  been 
a  man  of  wara. 

Some  time  after  this,  when  David 
had  sinned  against  God,  by  defiling 
Bathsheba,  and  murdering  her  hus- 
band, who  was  one  of  the  officers  in 
tho  army,  this  prophet  reproved 
David  for  the  great  sin  he  had  com- 
mitted, and  his  reproof  was  adminis- 
tered by  a,  parable  of  a  man  who  had 
a  great  many  flocks  of  his  own.  But 
when  his  friend  came  to  visit  him,  and 
he  desired  a  lamb  for  a  repast,  he  went 
and  took  from  a  poor  neighbor,  an 
only  lamb,  and  dressed  and  prepared 
it  to  entertain  his  friend. 

David  little  thinking  ho  was  about 
to  condemn  himself,  was  very  angry 
against  tho  man  who  had  thus  treated 
his  poor  neighbor,  and  quickly  said 
to  Nathan  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  the 
man  that  hath  done  this  thing  shall 
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tiling  and  had  no  pity-"  Nathan 
then  as  a.  prophet  of  God  emboldened, 
by  the  spirit  of  inspiration,  Raid  lo 
David,  "Thou  art  the  man."  He 
thereby  declared  the  king  a  guilty 
criminal,  and  the-  olio  intended  to  be 
represented  by  the  parable  he  had 
just  delivered.  For  ho,  though  the 
ruler  of  all  Israel,  "who  had  several 
wives  of  his  own— had  defiled  the 
only  wife  of  Uriah  the  lliititc  and  in 
addition  to  that  crime  had  virtually 
murdered  the  man,  by  sendingword 
to  Joab  his  general  to  put  him  in  I  he 
forefront  of  the  battle  and  retire 
from  him  that  ho  might  he  smitten. 
The  consequence  of  this  sin  on  the 
part  of  David  was  that  God  deter- 
mined severely  to  punish  him,  and  so 
Nathan  the  prophet  assured  him. 
David  made  an  humble  acknowledge- 
ment of  his  sin,  and  Nathan  was  com- 
manded to  say  to  him,  "  The  Lord 
also  hath  put  away  thy  sin;  thou 
ahalt  not  die."  The  king  of  Israel 
dare  not  to  object  to  the  rebuke  Na- 
than had  given  him,  but  while  ho 
humbled  himself  before  the  Lord  he 
honored  the  prophet,  and  it  seems 
that,  he  named  one  of  his  own  chil- 
dren after  him,  one  born  unto-  him  by 
Bathsheba  after  she  became  his  wife. 
1st  Citron,  iii:  5. 

"When  lie  was  very  aged  and  infirm, 
Adonijah  made  an  attempt  to  settle 
himself  upon  tho  throne  of  Israel. 
In  his  attempt  to  usurp  authority  lie 
took  with  him  Joab,  David's  general, 
and  Abiathar,  who  had  been  bis 
priest.  Nathan  brought  the  intelli- 
gence to  Bathsheba  that  Adonijah 
had  been  crowned  king,  and  was  al- 
ready reigning.  Nathan  at  oucc 
adopted  a  plan  of  informing  David 
and  reminding  him  of  his  oath  and 
promise  that  Solomon  should  reign 
after  him.  He  bado  Bathsheba  go  in 
unto  the  king  and  inform  him  and 
remind  him  of  his  promise  to  her, 
and  be  agreed  while  she  was  yet  talk- 
ing to  tho  king,  ho  would  eome  in  and 
confirm  her  words.  She  accordingly 
went  in  and  began  to  unfold  these 
things  to  David,  and  about  the  time 
she  had  concluded  Nathan  came  ii 
and  set  the  matter  before  him.  Da 
vid  determined  at  once  to  set  Sold- 
mon  on  the  throne,  and  he  gave  orders 


to  have  arrangements  made  at  once 
for  his  coronation,  and  entrusted  the 
authority  to  crown  Solomon  king,  to 
Zadok  the  priest  and  Nathan  the 
prophet,  and  .Benaiah  tho  general.  He 
gave  orders  to  blew  the  trumpet  and 
say  "God  save  King  Solomon.  '  Na- 
than in  company  with  Zadok  anointed 
Solomon  king  in  Gibeon.  See  1st 
Kings  i. 

Nathan  in  company  with  the 
prophet  Gad,  wrote  the  history  of 
David ;  and  who  can  wo  suppose  was 
better  prepared  to  write  it  than  he 
vas,  having  been  with  him  through 
ilii  i'cifin,  and  having  been  his  espe- 
cial eonfidaut. 

As  tho  last  part  of  tho  first  book 
of  Samuel  and  the  second  book  con- 
tain the  history  of  David,  it  is  prob- 
able Nathan  wrote  them.  And  he 
and  Abijfih  wrote  the  bistovy  of  Solo- 
mon. 1st  Chron.  xxix:  29:  "The 
acts  of  King  David,  first  and  last  be- 
hold, they  are  written  iu  the  book  of 
Samuel,  the  seer,  and  in  tho  book  of 
Nathan,  tho  prophet,  and  in  tho  book 
of  Gad,  the  seer."  2d  Chron.  ix  :  29: 
;'  The  acta  of  Solomon,  first  and  last, 
arc  they  not  written  in  tho  book  of 
Nathan,  the  prophet,"  &c. 

It  is  possible  that  ho  was  the  Na- 
than who  was  the  father  of  Azariah 
and  Zabud,  who  were  officers  in  the 
kingdom  of  Solomon.    1st  Kings, 


born  unto  him  in  Jerusalem  of 
Bathsheba.  Hence  ho  was  tho  full 
brother  of  King  Solomon.  1st  Chron- 
icles, iii:  5. 

N  A  T II A  N  A  E  L— [Na-than'-a-el,] 
The  r/fft  of  God. 

Natiianael  was  a  disciple  of 
Christ,  who  is  referred  to  in  John,  i: 
45,  &c.  He  seems  to  have  been 
brought  to  Christ  through  the  infiu- 
cuce  of  Philip. 

When  ho  was  coming  for  the  first 
timo  into  the  presence  of  Jesus,  and  he 
saw  him  he  saith  unto  those  about  him, 
as  ho  pointed  to  Nathanael :  "  Behold 
an  Israeliie  indeed,  iu  whom  is  no 
guile."  Nathauael  seemed  somewhat 
astonished  that  Jesus  knew  him,  and 
asked  him :  "  Whence  knowest  thou 
me?"     Jesus  let  him  know  that  he  saw 
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!iim  when  engaged  u.t  his  devotions  in 
his  bower  of  prayer ;  "  Before  Philip 
called  thee  when  thou  waat  under  the 
Eg  tree,  I  saw  thee."  The  good  man 
at  once  aknowledged  him  as  the  son 
of  Clod,  the  king  of  Israel.  Ho  was 
truly  converted  to  the  Christian  relig- 
ion, and  listened  with  intense  interest 
to  Jesus  as  he  assured  him  that  he 
was  blind  because  of  his  faith,  and 
that  he  should  see  in  the  future 
greater  things  than  lie  had  seen.  "Ye 
shall  seo  Heaven  open  and  the  angels 
of  God  ascending  and  descending 
upon  the  Son  of  Man."  We  can  not 
well  suppress  the  conviction  that  Jesus 
had  reference,  in  his  conversation 
with  Nathaniel,  to  the  dream  of 
Jacob. 

Many  have  supposed  Nathanacl  to 
bo  the  same  as  Bartholomew,  since 
the  evangelists  who  mention  the  one 
do  not  mention  the  other.  John  in- 
forms us  that  Nathanael  was  a  wit- 
ncss  of  Ciu'i.st's  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  in  company  with  Peter,  Thomas, 
James    and  John,    at  the  seaside. 

NEARIAH,  1— [Ne-a-ri'-ah.] 

One  of  the  six  ,--oua  of  Hhcmaiah,  in 
the  line  of  the  royal  family  of  Judah, 
after  the  Babylonian  captivity.  1st 
Obion,  iii :  22. 

NEAIUAH,  % 

A  son  of  Ishi,  and  one  of  the  cap- 
tains of  the  five  hundred  Simeonites, 
who  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  drove 

the  Ainalckitos  away  from  Mt.  Seir, 
IstChroti.  iv;  42, 

NEBAI-[Ne-ba-L] 

Ho  was  the  head  of  an  important 
family  who  signed  the  covenant  with 


Neh,: 

NEB AIOTII  —  [Ne-ba'-yoth,]   pro- 
ptifcics,  fruits. 

N;:;;aiottt  wa:;  the  oldest . 

Ishmacl.  Ho  was  one  of  the  twelve 
sons,  whose  names  are  given  in  Gen. 
xxv  :  13,  &c.  He  was  a  prince  and  a 
chief  of  a  large  tribe.  The  Ncbathc- 
anfl  sprung  from  him,  and  they  arc 
said  to  havo  been  the  most  civiiiaed 
tribe  of  the  Arabians,  and  the  most 
friendly  to  the  Jews.  In  Isa.  Ix,  we 
have  prophecies  setting  forth  the  con- 
version of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  de- 


scendants of  Nebaioth  are  referred  to 
in  the  following  language :  "  All  the 
flocks  of  Kedar  shall  I  jo  gathered  to- 
gether unto  thee ;  the  rams  of  Mebai- 
oth  shall  minister  unto  thee;  they 
shall  come  up  with  aeccptance  on 
thine  altar,  and  I  will  glorify  the 
house  of  my  glory."  The  descendants 
of  this  person  were  no  doubt  converted 
to  Christ. 

NEBAJOTH—  [Ne-ba'-joth.] 

Was  the  eldest  son  IshmacJ,  and  he 
'to  with  his  brother*,  whose 
as  follows:  Kcdar,  Adbeel, 
..._,  Mishma,  Bumah,  Masaa, 
Hadar,  Tema,  Jetur,  Naphish  and 
Kedemah.     Gen.xxv:   13 — 15. 


Neeat  was  the  father  of  Jeroboam, 
the  first  king  of  Israel,  and  he  under 
whom  the  ten  tribes  revolted  from 
Kehoboam  and  the  house  of  David, 
Nebat  was  of  the  tribe  of  Epnraim, 
and  the  descendant-  of  Joshua.  1st 
Kings  xi:  2!i;  and  we  suppose  that  ho 
died  while  Jeroboam  was  a  child,  for 
it  is  said  of  Jeroboam  that  he  was  the 
servant  of  Solomon,  and  his  mother 
Zcruah  was  a  widow  woman. 

NEBO—  [Nc'-TjoJ  that  speaks,  pro- 

p'kesica,  or  fructifies. 
Nluo  is  referred  to  inlsa.xlvi:  1, 
as  an  idol  of  the  Chaldeans,  "stoop- 
ing" or  bowing  before  God,  and  the 
worship  of  the  idol  failing  before  the 
worship  of  the  true  God.  The  name 
is   compounded   with    the   names   of 

Einccs,    kings,    and   great    men    of 
haldea. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR—  [Neb  -  u  - 
kad-nca'zaj-,!  fairs  and  (/roans  of 
judgment. 
NEBURiiAiTOKK/AU  was  the  great 
king  of  Babylon.  He  is  tirst  referred 
to  in  2d  Chronicles,  xxxvi:  G,  as  com- 
ing up  against  J  chotakim,  king  of  Ju- 
dah. Ho  bound  the  king  with  fetters, 
and  carried  him  to  Babylon.  He  took 
the  sacred  vessels  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord  in  Jerusalem,  and  carried  them 
also  to  Babylon,  and  put  them  into 
the  idolatrous  temple,  where  they  re- 
mained for  many  years ;  for  when  Bcl- 
shazzar  had  his  feast,  ho  brought 
those  vessels  out,  and  his  wives  and 
concubines  drank  wine  in  them.    Ban. 
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V.2.  Jchoiakim  ascended  (lie  throne 
when  Ida  father  was  deposed  by  Neb- 
uchadnessar,  but  lie  was  only  allowed 
to  reign  three  months  and  ten  days, 
when  he  too  waa  carried  captive  to 
Babylon,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  ap- 
pointed Zedekiah,  the  brother  of  Je- 


.  .      n :  10. 

He  carried  many  captives  to  Baby- 
lon, anions  whom  wore-  Daniel,  Haua- 
niah,  Mishael  and  Azariah  who  wore 
princes  of  Juclah,  and  there  were 
many  others  of  rank  taken  captives 
at  (he  twine  time. 

But  the  four  young  men  had  names 

f'ven  unto  them  in  exchange  for  their 
ewish  names.  They  were  called 
BelteshaEKar,  Shadrach,  Mcshcch  and 
Abeclnego,  which  names  import  con- 
nection with  their  idol  gods. 

JicbiLchatiucEznv  cannot!  those,  with 
other  captive  princes,  to  bo  trained  in 
all  the  learning  of  the  Chaldeans, 
that  they  might  servo  in  the  court. 
He  hade  AsLpsnas,  the  master  of  his 
servant;!,  take  such  of  the  princes  of 
Judah  as  had  no  blemish,  and  were 
well  favored  and  skillful  in  all  wisdom, 
and  cunning;  in  knowledge,  and  under- 
standing science,  and  such  as  had 
ability  to  stand  in  the  king's  palace, 
whom  they  might  teach  the  learn- 
ing and  the  tongue  of  Ghaldea,  He 
appointed  them  a  daily  provision  of 
the  king's  meat  and  wine  tor  the  space 
of  throe  years.    Dan.  i :  3. 

During  (he  second  year  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar's reign,  ho  had  a  singular  dream 
which  occasioned  him  much  trouble. 
He  was  so  greatly  troubled  that  he 
could  not  sleep.  But  what  troubled 
him  so  greatly  was,  the  dream  had 
gone  from  him  and  ho  could  not  call  it 
up.  He  assembled  his  wise  men,  the 
magicians,  and  the  astrologers,  and  the 
sorcerers,  and  the  Chaldeans,  and  de- 
manded of  them  to  show  him  his 
dream.  They  told  him  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  them  to  tell  him  the  dream;  but 
if  lie  would  tell  it  to  them,  they  would 
show  him  the  inter p rotation  thereof 
But  the  king  told  them  it  was  gone 
from  him  and  ho  could  not  tell  them, 
and  that  they  must  call  it  up  and  tell  if 
to  him,  else  they  "should  be  cut  in 
pieces  and  their  houses  should  bo  made 
a  dung-hill,"  and  ho  promised  them,  if 
they  did  succeed,  they  should  receive 


of  him  gifts,  rewards  and  great  honor. 
They  ventured  to  expostulate  with  him, 
"Let  the  king  tell  his  servants  the 
drc;-.i!i  and  we  will  full  !h;>  interpreta- 
tion thereof."  He  reiterated  his  threat, 
and  told  them  ho  would  not  swerve 
from  the  decree  he  had  uttered.  But 
they  ventured  to  urge  the  matter  onee 
nioro  before  tho  king,  and,  feeling  that 
their  lives  were  irt  imminent  peril,  they 
said,  "There  is  not  a  man  upon  tho 
earth  that  can  show  the  king's  matter  j 
therefore  there  is  no  king's  lord  nor 
ruler  that  asks  such  things  of  any 
ician,  astrologer  or  Chakkan  ;  none 
other  can  show  it  unto  the  king  except 
the  gods,  whoso  dwelling  is  not  with 
flesh."  The  king  became  angry  at 
their  words  and  commanded  tbcm  to 
bo  slain  at  onee,  and  the  decree  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  would  have  been  exe- 
cuted had  not  Daniel  interfered.  He 
asked  and  obtained  leavo  to  toll  the 
king  tho  dream  and  the  interpretation 
thereof.  Ho  went  unto  tho  three  cap- 
tives, Hananiah,  Mishael  and  Asaviah, 
and  made  tho  fact  known  unto  thera 
that  he  had  undertaken  this  matter, 

.1  he  asked  them  to  pray  to  tho  (rod 
„  Heaven  to  reveal  unto  him  the  se- 
cret, that  he  and  they  and  tho  wise 
men  of  Babylon  illicit  have  their  lives 
spared,  for  Nebuchadnezzar  had  deter- 
mined to  destroy  them  all.  They  at- 
tended to  his  request,  and  that  night  in 
a  vision  the  lost  dream  was  recovered, 
and  Daniel  was  prepared  to  tell  tho 
king  the  dream  and  the  interpretation. 
Daniel  at  once  reported  himself  to 
Arioch  and  asked  him  to  spare  the 
wise  men,  for  he  was  now  prepared  to 
meet  the  king's  wishes. 

Arioch  took  Daniel  into  the  presence 
of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  he  asked  him 
art  "thou  able  to  make  known  unto  rac 
the  dream  an  d  tli  e  interpretation 
thereof?"  He  modestly  answered: 
There  is  a  G-od  in  heaven,  that  revealcth 
secrets,  and  niakcth  known  unto  the 
king  the  interpretation  of  his  dream, 
or,  "  telleth  what  shall  be  in  the  latter 
days."  Ho  fully  satisfied  Hehnchad- 
nezzar  as  to  tho  dream,  insomuch  that 
the  king  fell  on  his  face  before 
Daniel  arid  worshiped.  And  he  ordered 
an  offering  or  oblation  of  sweet  odors 
unto  Daniel  as  though  ho  were  a  God. 
Tie  acknowledged  the  God  of  Daniel 
to  be  the  God  of  Gods,  and  the  Lord 
of  Lords,     Nebucheduczzar  then  gave 
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orders  that  Daniel  should  be  ruler  over 
the  whole  province  of  Babylon.  He 
made  him  a  great  man,  and  gave  him 
many  gift:?,  and  in  addition  to  proniot' 
rag  Daniel,  ho  promoted  Ins  three 
friends,  in  alt  ins  'be:n  subordinate  gov- 
ernors.    Daniel  ii:  49. 

Nebuchadnezzar  in  about  the 
twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  having 
amassed  a  large  amount  of  gold,  in  his 
various  expeditions  and  conquests,  and 
from  thoso  who  wore  tributary  to  him. 
2d  Kings  xxiv :  10-17,  2d  Chronicles 
xxxvi,  Daniel  iii:  and  Ezek  xxi: 
made  a  massive  imago  to  his  God 
Bolus  and  ho  erected  it  in  the  plains 
of  Dura  in  his  province,  It  is  said  to 
have  been  ninety  feet  high  and  nine 
feot  broad,  composed  of  gold.  After 
ho  erected  it  ho  called  together  his 
princes,  governors,  judges,  captains 
and  other  officer:;  and  dedicated  (lie 
idol,  and  in  connection  with  the  ded- 
ication ceremonies-he  issued  a  de- 
cree that  every  one  in  his  kingdom 
should  i'ali  down  on  his  knees  and 
face  and  worship  this  image.  Ho 
proclaimed  that  there  should  be  a 
concert  of  music  by  cornet,  flute, 
Kiekljut,  psaltery,  dulcimer,  &c.  It 
should  sound  in  the  ears  of  all,  and 
at  its  sound,  the  image  should  he 
worshiped,  and  whoever  refused 
should  be  cast  into  the  burning  fiery 
furnace. 

The  Hebrew  children  were  reported 
as  not  obeying  the  proclamation,  but 
refusing  to  worship  the  idol ;  Nebu- 
chadnezzar called  them  to  him  and 
interrogated  them  as  to  it,  and  they 
freely  acknowledged  that  they  had 
not  obeyed  his  decree,  and  more  than 
that  they  boldly  declared  that  they 
would  not  worship  the  image,  and 
though  they  knew  what  the  penalty 
was,  they  expressed  to  the  king  the 
confidence  that  they  had  in  their  God, 
that  ho  would  deliver  them  even  from 
the  burning  fiery  furnace.  Nebu- 
chadnezzar became  very  much  en- 
raged at  their  language  and  ordered 
his  servants  to  heat  the  furnace  to  a 
sevenfold  degree  and  then  bind  them 
and  cast  them  bound  into  it.  The 
furnace  was  so  hot  that  the  flames 
consumed  those  who  east  them  in. 
They  were  burnt  to  death  in  their 
attempt  to  execute  the  king's  decree 
of  casting  the  Hebrews  into  the  fur- 
nace ;  but  though  the  flames  were  so 


hot,  and  the  Hebrews  were  east  into 
it,  yet  were  they  delivered.  The  son 
of  God  appeared  in  human  form  and 
walked  with  them  through  the  fire. 
The  fire  was  allowed  to  consume  their 
bonds ;  but  a  hair  of  their  head  was 
not  singed,  neither  did  the  smell  of 
fire  pas3  upon  their  garments. 

It  was  not  long  until  the  king  saw 
them  walking  through  the  lire  un- 
harmed, and  was  astonished  and  ad- 
dressing his  counselors  said,  "  Lo  I  I 
see  four  men  walking,  and  the  iburth 
is  like  the  son  of  God."  Ho  then 
called  Shadraeh,  Mcshech  and  Abed- 
nego  to  come  forth  from  the  midst  of 
the  furnace,  and  they  came  forth  and 
stood  in  the  presence  of  the  king. 
Nebuchadnezzar  then  blessed  their 
God  and  sent  forth  a  decree  that 
every  people,  nation  and  language 
should  no  longer  •■pt:;>k  against  '.lie 
God  of  Shadracb,  ."Vlcshacli  and 
Abednego;  if  they  did  they  should 
be  cut  in  pieces,  and  their  house 
should  be  made  a  dunghill,  and  the 
reason  lie  gave  for  this  decree  was, 
there  is  no  God  that  can  deliver  after 
this  sort.  Those  three  Hebrews  were 
again  promoted  in  the  province  of 
Babylon  to  important-  offices.  Dan. 
iii:  Soon  after  this  Nebuchadnezzar 
engaged  in  wars  which  are  referred  to 
in  Jer.  xxv ;  lea.  xxiii ;  Ezek.  xxv. 

In  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign 
Ms  kingdom  had  reached  its  hight, 
and  the  astonishing  structures  of  the 
capital  were  completed,  and  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, in  the  pride  of  his  heart, 
said:  "la  this  not  great  Babylon 
that  i  have  built'?" 

i  lo  had  a  dream  that  troubled  him, 
and  he  desired  to  have  it  interpreted. 
He  saw  a  tall  and  flourish  nig  tree 
laden  with  delicious  fruit,  and  the 
tree  was  a  place  of  refuge  for  birds 
and  beasts  out  of  number ;  and  yet, 
all  at  once,  orders  were  given  by  an 
angel  to  hew  the  tree  down,  shake  oil' 
its  fruits  and  loaves,  but  leave  the 
stump,  and  fasten  the  roots  in  the 
ground  as  if  with  a  band  of  iron  and 
brass,  for  seven  years,  that  it  might 
be  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven  and 
have  its  portion  with  the  beasts  of 
the  field  in  the  grass  of  the  earth. 
After  the  king  had  laid  the  dream 
before  Daniel  he  asked  him  to  declare 
the  interpretation,  since  the  spirit  of 
the  holy  gods  was  in  him;  and  he 
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could  interpret  dreams  when  all  the 
other  wise  men  failed.  And,  further- 
more, Nebuchadnezzar  hade  him  tell 
it,  whatever  the  interpri'tatioi; 
for  ho  probably  saw  that  there 
something  in  it  that  troubled  him, 
Ho  then  told  him  that  it  meant  that 
for  seven  long  years  he,  the  king 
of  Babylon,  should  bo  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  beast,  and  bo  driven 
from  human  society,  until  his  nails 
should  become  as  birds'  claws  and  " 
hair  of  his  head  as  eagles'  feathi-._, 
and  that,  after  the  acknowledgement 
on  his  part  of  the  divine  supremacy, 
bo  should  be  restored  to  his  kingdom 
and  his  throne.  And  Daniel  be- 
Bought_  Nebuchadnezzar  to  break  off 
from  his  sins  and  wickedness — to  quit 
his  unjust  course  of  fife,  and  show 
mercy  to  the  poor  Jewish  captives 
that  lie  had  taken,  who  were  now 
scattered  about  and  doing  service  in 
his  kingdom.  But  the  king  was  re- 
gardless of  the  admonition,  and  con- 
tinued as  proud  as  ever.  Again  he 
looked  upon  the  grandeur  of  the  city, 
and,  as  he  looked  from  the  palace,  or, 
possibly,  from  the  hanging  garden, 
and  surveyed  its  greatness  and  glory! 
he  said,  (we  suppose,  in  the  hearing  of 
his  courtiers  and  attendants:)  "Is 
not  this  great  Babylon  that  t  have 
built  by  the  might  of  my  power  and 
for  the  honor  of  my  majesty?"  Just 
as  these  words  escaped  his  lipa,  God 
condemned  him.  A  voice  from 
Heaven  answered  him,  that  lie  should 
be  immediately  driven  from  among 
men — that  ho  should  be  lost  to  hu- 
man society  and  should  bo  as  a  beast. 
In  accordance  with  the  declaration. 
be  was  struck  with  ;i  kind  of  madness 
in  which  it  is  thought  he  fancied  him- 
self a  beast  and  imitated  one  in  ac- 
tion. _  His  friends  stood  around  him 
astonished,  and,  finding  it  necessary 
in  order  to  prevent  his  doing  injury. 
bound  him:  but  he  broke  the  bonds 
and  escaped  out  of  their  hands,  and. 
on  escaping  fled  to  the  fields  and 
there,  according  to  the  prediction  of 
Daniel  in  interpreting  the  dream,  be 
lived  for  seven  years  on  the  grass  of 
the  He'd,  without  clothing. 

At  tho  end  of  the  seven  years  he  was 
restored  to  reason,  when  ho  humbled 
biuret!'  before  God.  and  ordered  the 
account  of  his  dream  and  the  striking 
fulfillment  of  it  to  be  made  a  matter  of 


clear  record.  He  glorified  God  by  an 
acknowledgment  of  bis  prido  that  had 
been  so  signally  punished,  and  wished 
all  his  subjects  to  know  about  it  and 
profit  by  it. 
During  the  time  he  was  thus  inca- 

Sacitatcd  for  governing,  his  son,  Evi] 
(erodach,  ruled  in  tho  kingdom.  But 
as  soon  as  Nebuchadnezzar  was  restored- 
it  is  said  he  cast  his  son  into  prison  to 
punish  him  for  his  follies  and  weakness, 
or  else  he  found  it  necessary  to  do  so 
in  order  to  restore  his  kingdom  to 
peace  and  quiet.  It  is  said  bo  east  him 
into  the  same  prison  that  Jehoiakim 
had  laid  in  for  thirty-six  years.  Dan.  lv. 

About  a  year  after  this  Nebuchad- 
nezzar died,  it  is  thought  in  the  forty- 
third  or  forty-fourth  year  of  his  reign. 
After  his  death  it  is  probable  Evil  Me- 
rodach  was  taken  from  prison  and  as- 
1  the  throne;    but.  after  occupy- 

„  .  .  two  years  died  or  was  murdered. 
Belsbazzar,   his  son,   succeeded   him, 

id  reigned  until  the  Chaldean  empire 
closed. 

NHBU2ARADAN—  [Neb-u-zar/- 

a-dan,]  fruits  or  prophecies  of 
judf/misi't,  vrimio'i-p.d,  spread. 
Nebu^Aratjai.t  was  the  general  of 
..jo  armies  of  Nebuchadnezzar.  We 
have  an  account  in  2d  Kings,  xxv:  8, 
&c,  of  his  leading  the  army  success- 
fully against  Jerusalem,  burning  the 
house  of  the  Lord  and  the  king's  bouse, 
and  breaking  down  the  walls  of  the  city 
and  carrying  away  into  Babylon  such 
of  the  Jews  as  had  been  marked  for 
captivity,  while  he  left  the  poor  of  tho 
land  to  be  vine-dressers  and  husband- 
men. He  broke  tho  pillars  of  tho  tem- 
ple in  pieces  and  carried  the  gold  and 
silver,  and  brass,  and  vessels  cf  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  to  Babylon  ;  and  be 
took  Seraiah,  tho  chief  priest,  and 
Zephaniah,  the  second  priest,  and  the 
three  keepers  of  the  door.  He  also 
took  the  officer  that  was  set  over  the 
men  of  war,  and  five  of  the  king's  body- 
guard, and  the  king's  principal  scribe, 
and  sixty  other  men,  and  carried  them 
to  Babylon,  and  Nebuchadnezzar  put 
them  to  death.  But  as  wo  learn  from 
Jcr.  xl :  1-6,  he  liberated  Jeremiah,  the 

Erophet.  He  took  his  chains  from  off 
im  and  gave  him  tho  privilege  of  go- 
ing on  with  him  t.o  Babylon,  or  going 
back  to  Gedaliah,  the  son  of  Ahikam, 
of  Shaphan,  who  bad  been  ap- 
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pointed  by  Ncbuchadnezz 
over  the  cities  of  Judah,  ai 
apportioned  to  Jeremiah  ' 
!(.:(■  1 1 i III  go. 

NECHO— [Ne'-ko,]   lam: 
beaten. 

[See  Pharaoh-Necko.] 
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NEHEMJAH,  1— [Ne-he- 

i  onsolafion,  rep     ' 

the  Lord. 
Neiiejiiaii  was  the  son  of  Hacha- 
liah,  Neh.  i:  1,  and  the  author  of  the 
book  that  bears  his  name.     It  is  sup- 

B>sed  be  was  of  the  royal  family  of 
avid.  This  thought  may  have  arisen 
from  the  fact  tbat  ho  was  the  royal  cup- 
bearer in  ibo  Prussian  court,  and  suc- 
ceeded Zerubbabel  in  the  government 
of  the  Jews.  Like  all  the  Jews  wbo 
were  in  Babylon,  he  was  deeply  con- 
cerned about  his  native  land,  and  espe 
cially  about  Jerusalem,  the  holy  city. 
and  when  lie  was  informed  by  Hanani, 
that  Jerusalem  was  still  in  ruins,  that 
the  walla  wore  broken  down,  and  the 
gates   were   burned  with  fire,   he 

deeply  affected.     He  sat  down  

wept,  and  mounted  for  several  days. 
Ho  lasted  and  p  raved  most  devoutly. 
Neb.  i :  4-11,  He  ask  God  tbat  he 
might  meet  with  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
the  king  of  Persia,  for  whom  he  was 
cup-bearer.  H  o  had  formed  the  In- 
tention of  asking  ibo  kind's  permission 
to  po  and  rebuild  Jerusalem,  Ho  was 
careworn  and  sorrowful,  but  he  still 
kept  on  in  tbe  discharge  of  Ms  duty, 
and  one  day,  while  giving  wine  untc 
the  king,  his  sad  and  sorrowful  counte- 
nance attracted  the  attention  of  the 
king,  and  bo  asked  him,  i:  why  \:\  (by 
countenance  sad,  seeing  thou  art  cot 
sick?"  (or  excused  from  service. )  The 
king  wished  to  know  why  it  was  tbat 
he  looked  so  sad,  for  bis  countenance 
indicated  sorrow  of  heart.  There  was 
something  about  the  king's  language, 
or  the  manner  in  which  lie  said  it,  that 
alarmed  Nehcmiah,  hut  he  answered 
the  question  by  saying,  "  let  the  king 
livo  forever." 

Ho  then  set  forth  before  the  king  and 
his  riueen,  "ho  was  sitting  beside  him, 
the  cause  of  his  sadness.  The  city  and 
place  of  his  fathers'  sepulchers  was  ly- 
ing waste,  and  the  gates  of  the  city  were 
consumed  with  fire.  The  king  then 
asked  what  be  desired.     lie  ^r.sn^retl 


that  he  desired  to  be  sent  to. Judah 
and  Jerusalem  to  build  up  tbo  city. 
His  request  was  attended  to  and  he 

..as  granted  a  respite  from  service  in  the 
court  for  tbo  length  of  time  ho  asked 
to  accomplish  the  work,  and  _the  king 
empowered  him  with  authority  to  go 
and  rebuild  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 
Having  procured  his  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  governors  through 
whose  territory  lie  would  pass,  _  with 
orders  that  the v  should  convey  him  on 
to  Judah.  The  king  also  gave  him  a 
letter  to  Asaph,  the  keeper  of  the  for- 
ests of  Lebanon,  with  instructions  that 
he  should  give  Nehemiah  timber  to 
make  beams  for  the  gates  of  the  palace 
which  appertained  to  the  house,  and 
for  the  wall  of  tbe  city,  and  for  his  own 
house. 

When  Neb  em  iah  arrived  at  Jerusa- 
lem with  the  commission  of  the  king, 
he  and  his  servants  went  round  the 
wall  of  tho  city  in  tbo  night.  He  sur- 
veyed the  ruins  and  saw  ekavV  v.'iiat  a 
wonderful  work  was  before  him,  but 
nolhioa  daunted  or  discouraged,  be  as- 
sembled the  chief  of  the  Jews,  and  in- 
formed them  of  his  intention,  and  of 
the  powers  with  which  he  bad  been  in- 
vested by  the  Persian  king,  and  encour- 
aged them  to  tako  held  vigorously  wii.h 
him,  and  to  begin  at  once  the  work. 

They  saw  tbat  bo  was  properly  em- 
powered, and  readily  agreed  to  his 
proposal.  They  said,  "let  us  rise  tip 
and  build;  so  they  strengthened  their 
bands  for  tins  good  work."  Tho  dif- 
ferent portions  of  tbe  wall  were  as- 
signed to  tho  principal  men  as  set 
forth  iu  Nehemiah,  iii.  As  soon  as 
they  had  entered  vigorously  upon  the 
work,  Sanballat,  the  Iloronito,  and 
Tobiah,  the  Ammonite,  opposed  them. 
They  wore  extremely  vexed  to  think 
that  the  Jews  would  undertake  to  re- 
pair the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  and  that 
they  carried  the  work  on  with  so 
much  ardor.  To  discourage  tbe 
Jews,  they  scoffed  at  them  saying; 
'■"What  do"  tbese  feeble  .lews?  Will 
iliev  I'ortifvihcujselves?  will  they  sac- 
rifice? will  they  make  au  end  in  a 
day?  will  they  revive  the  stones  out 
of  the  heaps  of  the  rubbish  wliich 
are  burned?"  And  Tobiah  said  that 
which  they;  did  build  would  be  so 
weak  and  insecure,  that  even  a  fox 
passing  over  would  break  it  down. 
When  they  found  that  they  could  not 
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thus  stop  them  or  discourage  them, 
the  Arabians,  Ammonites  and  Aahdo- 
dites,  conspired  against  them,  and 
came  up  against  them  to  fight.  They 
made  several  attempts  to  surprise  and 
murder  them  whilst  engaged  in  the 
work.  Nehemiah  placed  a, .guard  on 
the  outside  of  the  workmen,  and  re- 
quired every  builder  to  keep  his  sword 
by  him,  that  he  might  quit  the  work 
of  building,  and  be  prepared  to  fight 
at  the  shortest  notice.  And  the  work- 
men kept  on  and  ceased  not  until  the 
work  wan  finished.  Thev  never  put 
oft'  their  clothes  clay  or  night,  except 
for  washing  them,  and  Nehemiah  was 
always  with  them,  watching  and  ready 
to  give  the  alarm,  or  the  word  of 
command,  and  he  kept  his  trumpeter 
always  with  him,  to  sound  the  alarm 
at  his  eoiinuand  in  time  el'  dimmer. 
When  i'-iij-LiIi;jll;:t  and  Tobiab.  funr-.J 
they  could  not  otherwise  retard  their 
progress  in  the  work,  they  had  re- 
course to  a  mean  stratagem.  Tobiah, 
some  time  before,  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Shechariab,  a  prince  of 
Jndah,  and  had  thereby  secured  the 
feelings  of  many  of  the  Jews;  and 
these  Jews  associated  the  nisei  ves-with 
him  to  dispirit  Nehemiah  and  his 
friends,  but  they  could  not  sueeeed. 
At  length  they  sent  four  letters  to 
Nehemiah  inviting  him  to  a  friendly 
conference  with  them  in  the  plain  of 
Ono.  He  sent  thom  word  back,  that 
he  was  engaged  ia  a  great  work,  so 
that  he  could  not  come  down — that  if 
he  did,  the  work  would  cease.  San- 
ballat  then  wrote  to  him  the  fifth  let- 
ter charging  him  with  the  design  of 
rebelling,  and  causing  himself  to  he 
made  king.  He  denied  the  charge, 
and  returned  an  answer,  in  which  lie 
expressed  his  convictions  that  they 
had  been  feigning  desire  for  a  friendly 
conference,  when  really  they  were 
aiming  at  his  destruction.  Which  was 
true,  tor  they  had  caused  a  party  to 
lie  in  wait  to  murder  him  by  the  way. 
They  urged  him  to  come  and  answer 
to  the  charge  brought  against  him  by 
Gashmu,  and  clear  himself  if  indeed 
he  was  clear;  else  the  Persian  king 
would  hear  of  it  and  enquire  of  them, 
and  they  were  unable  to  confute  it. 
Nehemiah  would  not  go, 


resolved  to  trust  in  God,  and  hope  that 
the  king  would  not  be  turned  against 


him  by  this  rei>ort,  if  it  should  come  to 
hia  oars. 

When  Sanhallat  and  Tohiah  found 
that  they  could  not  succeed  thus  against 
Nehemiah,  they  bribed  the  prophet 
Skemaiah,  and  the  prophetess  Noadiah, 
to  murder  Nehemiah,  end  thus  prevent 
the  work,  and  Shemaiah  did  impose  on 
Nehemiah  a  little.  He  fried  to  get 
him  to  shut  himself  up  with  him  in  the 
temple  or  house  of  God  at  midnight, 
under  the  pretext  that  his  enemies 
would  come  to  kill  him,  and  that 
would  he  the  safest  place;  but  Nehe- 
miah utterly  refused,  and  it  was  not 
long  until  he  way  satisfied  (hatShemaiah 
was  not  a  true  prophet,  but  was  hired 
by  his  enemies  against,  him.  Thus 
notwithstanding  all  that  his  enemies 
did  against  him  ho  prospered,  and 
went  on  with  his  work  until  it  was 
finished.  In  fifty  two  days  from  the 
time  the  repairs  were  begun,  it  was 
ended.     Nch.  vi ;  15. 

About  a  year  after  the  work  was  fin- 
ishedjt  was  dedicated  with  solemn  cer- 
emonies ;  sacrifices  and  offerings  were 
made  n  n  to  God,  :;nd  (heir  ihanl.Wvhigs 
wero  rendered.     Neh.  sit :  27-43. 

After  tho  wall  was  completed  lie  took 
proper  precaution  in  guarding  tho  city 
gates.  Ho  reckons  the  people  accord- 
ing to  their  genealogies  and  finds  a 
'   '        agister  of   iln--e  who  caiv.e 


atones  rectifying  di  ordera 
He  curbed  the  inhumanity  of  the  nobles 
and  princes  and  rich  men,  who  held 
tho  lands  of  the  poor  men  with  mort- 
gages, and  held  their  children  in  slavery. 
He  enters  into  a  covenant  with  tho 
priests  and  Lcvites  and  chiefs  of  the 
people,  by  which,  with  him  they  all 
solemnly  promised  not  to  have  affinity 
with  the  people  of  the  land.  They 
promised  to  observe  the  Sabbath,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  support  of  the  sanctuary 
and  its  service  according  to  law,  and  to 
pay  the  regular  tithes  for  the  support 
of  the  priests  and  Levites  and  other 
officers  of  tho  temple.  Nehemiah  Chen 
required  one  tenth  of  the  people  to 
com;-  from  their  country  residences  and 
dwell  within  the  city  to  guard  it. 
Tho  people-  of  the  country  wero  all  di- 
vided into  companies  of  ten,  and  lots 
wero  cast  to  see  which  one  of  the  ten 
ahoulcl  reside  in  the  city.  There  were 
some  of  the  people  that  willingly  offered 
themselves  to  dwell  In  Jerusalem  or 
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volunteered  rather,  in  the  service  of  the 
city.  It  was  an  expression  of  patriot- 
ism on  their  pari,  that  was  highly 
lauded  by  the  people,  for  "they  blessed 
allthomen  that  offered  themselves  to 


The  feasts  of  trumpets  and  of  taber- 
nacles were  observed  with  great  care 
and  exactness,  and  Ezra  the  scribe, 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  helpers, 
read  and  explained  the  book  of  the 
law  to  the  people.  Immediately  after 
this,  Mehemiah  cleansed  the  house  of 
God  and  rectified  various  evils,  among 
which  was  that  of  various  Jews  who 
had  married  heathen  women,  and  one 
of  the  priests  had  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sanballat  the  Iloronite.  This 
man  was  expelled  from  office,  and  be 
required  all  of  them  to  put  away  their 
strange  wives.  They  acceded  to  his  re- 
quest, confessed  their  sins,  renewed 
their  covenants  with  God,  and  solemnly 
promised  obedience  to  his  law.  They 
especially  promised  not  to  espouse  cr 
marry  heathen  women.  They  promised 
to  hallow  the  Sabbath  and  buy  ne 
goods  on  that  day :  to  observe  the  year 
of  release,  give  their  first  fruits  and 
firstlings  to  the  Levites.  They  prom- 
ised to  allow  this  every  year  for  the 
service  of  the  temple.  There  were 
twenty-two  priests,  seventeen  Levites 
and  forty-four  chief  men  of  the  people 
that  subscribed  te- this  covenant,  while 
all' tbo  people  about,  them  declared  their 
adherence.     Neh.  vii  to  xii. 

In  order  to  show  himself  a  distin- 
guished pattern  of  generosity,  Ncbo- 
miah  never  required  of  the  kingdom 
the  salary  proscribed  him  by  the  Per- 
sian king,  but  maintained  himself  and 
family  on  the  products  of  his  own 
fields,  with  the  salary  he  had  received 
as  the  kiN»V.  cup- bearer. 

After  he  had  governed  the  Jews  sev- 
eral years,  lie  returned  to  King  Artax- 
cises  and  remained  with  him  for  a 
timej  but  was  returned  by  him  from 
Persia  to  Judoa.  It  was  during  his 
absenco  that  Tobiah  had  been  allowed 
by  the  priest  to  fix  his  residence  in 
Jerusalem  and  in  a  chamber  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  He  drove  him  at 
once  out  of  the  house  and  threw  his 
furniture  out,  and  deposed  the  priest 
who  hud  allowed  the  house  to  be  thus 


thirty-sis:  years,  he  died,  having  writ- 
ten the  chief  part  of  his  own  history 
as  we  have  it  in  the  book  of  Mehemiah. 

NEHEMIAH,    2.  —  Consolation,    re- 

pcnk'.nce,  or  real  of  the  Lord. 
Nehbwiah,  who  is  referred  to  in 
Ezra,  ii :  2,  is  not  the  same  as  the  one 
above,  but  was  one  of  those  who  re- 
turned many  year:.!  before  with  Zertib- 
babelfrom  Babylon,  under  the  decree 
of  Cyrus,  king- of  Persia,  the  object  of 
which  was  particularly  to  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 
Ezra,  i :  3, 

N  E  H  ITS  H  T  A— [Ne-hush'-tah,] 


Was  the  daughter  of  Elnathan,  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  mother  of  Jehoi- 
akim,     2d  Kings  xxiv:  8. 

NEMUEL,  1— [Nem-u'-el.] 

Was  the  son  of  Eliab,  and  the  bro- 
ther of  Dathan  and  Abiram.  Num. 
xxvi :  9.  And  ho  belonged  to  the 
tribe  of  Reuben. 

NEMUEL,  3. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  and  the 
head  of  the  family  of  that  tribe  called 
Nemnelites. 

NEPHEG,  1— [NV-feg.] 

Nepheg,  with  Koraii  and  Kiehri, 
were  the  sous  of  Izhar,  the  son  of  Ko- 
hatb,  of  the  tribe  of  Lovi.  He,  with 
his  brothers,  sustained  the  relation  of 
cousin  to  Moses,  .A  liron  and  Miriam,  as 
Amram  was  their  uncle.     Ex.  vi :  21. 

NEPHEG,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  David,  bom 
unto  him  in  Jerasalem.    1st  Ohron. 


v:  6. 


Ki'jl;— i,<rH'p,    bright)* i. 
tilled. 

Was  the  father  of  Abner,  who  was 
the  genernl  of  Tsbbosheth,  the  son  of 
Saul.    2d  Ram.  ii :  12. 

NERGAL— [Ner'-gal.I 

Was  the  name  of  an  id'ol  of  a 
tribe  of  the  Chaldeans  or  Persians, 
viz  :  the  Cuthites.  2d  Kings  xvii : 
30.  And  wo  learn  from  Jer.  xxxix  : 
3,  that  two  of  the  generals  of  Nebu- 
chadnezzar  were  named  after  this  idol, 
L:  erga  i-8harezer. 
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NERIAH—  [Ne-ri'-ah,]  light  and 
I'.uirvri  of  the  .Lord. 
Was  tho  lather  of  Baruch,  who  wag 
the  scribe  of  Jeremiah.,  and  attended 
him  through  much  of  hiss  affliction. 
Jcr.  xxxvi :  4. 

NERO— [Ne'-ro.] 
Nero  was  a  Roman  emperor  who 


man,  one  of  the  most  wicked  of  all 
the  Eoman  emperors.  In  the  fi; 
part  of  his  reign  we  are  informed  „„ 
was  mild,  and  behaved  with  decency 
and  justice,  for  he  pretended  a  desire 
to  copy  after  an  illustrious  predeces- 
sor, Augustus.  But  near  the  end  of 
his  reign  he  became  very  tyrannical 
and  cruel— and  he  was  guilty  of  some 
of  the  darkest  deeds  that  over  dis- 
graced the  conduct  and  character  of 
any  man.  Among  those  foitl  deeds 
was  the  cruel  murder  of  his  own  mo- 
ther he  also  put  to  cruel  torture  and 
death  many  of  his  friends  and  import- 
ant per:;on::ges  in  his  empire. 

We  have  an  account  in  Acts,  xxv, 
of  the  apostle  Paul  appealing  to 
Cesar,  which  was  the  appellation  of 
Roman  emperors.  Nero  was  the  em- 
peror to  whom  lie  appealed,  and  be- 
fore him  ho  went  to  bo  tried;  Nero 
does  not  condemn  him ;  for  tho  apostle- 
is  permitted  to  preach,  and  for  two 
full  years  he  continued  at  Eomc  ■pro- 
claiming with  great  freedom  tho  doc- 
trines of  the  cross,  and  we  may  safely 
judge  that  he  was  instrumental  in 
converting  to  the  Christian  religion 
some  of  the  members  of  Nero's  fam- 
ily or  household-— for  in  writing  his 
■epistle  to  tho  Philipians,  which  was 
written  from  Eome,  and  sent  by 
Epapbroditns,  he  says,  iy:  22.  "AH 
the  saints  salute  you.  chiefly  they  that 
are  of  Cesar's  household."  But 
Paul  was  brought  before  Nero  the 
second  time  and  was  condemned  to 
be  beheaded,  and  about  this  time  ho 
wrote  his  second  epistle  to  Timothy. 
In  that  epistle  he  gives  .a  most  solemn 
charge  to  his  sou  in  the  gospel,  in 
which  charge  ho  declares  to  Timothy 
"lam  now  ready  to  be  offered  up. 
and  tho  time  of  my  departure  is  at 
hand.  I  have  fondil  a.  good  light/' 
&c.  It  may  be  supposed  that  Nero 
was  greatly  enraged  at  Paul  because 
that  some  of  his  own  family  had  be- 


come Christians,  and  probably  that 
was  the  reason  why  lie  was  so  severe 
in  his  persecutions  of  tho  apostles 
and  christians.  It  is  said  he  caused 
the  city  of  Eome  to  be  set  on  fire  and 
like  a  fiend,  sung  while  the  flames 
were  progressing,  and  the  cries  of  the 
^ufierers  were  rending'  the  air,  Tho 
Eoman  senate  was  outraged  by  him, 
and  in  order  to  appease  their  wrath 
he  put  the  blame  upon  the  innocent 
Christians — and  he  kept  ou  perse- 
cuting them,  putting  them  to  all 
kinds  of  torture  and  cruel  death. 
But  he  rendered  himself  intolerable 
to  the  senate  and  they  declared  him 
an  enemy  of  Eome,  when  he  feared 
their  action  regarding  him  and  fled 
from  tho  palaeo.  Thoy  sought  him  to 
put  him  to  death,  and  he  to  prevent 
this,  committed  self-murder. 

NETITANEEL,   1  —  [Ne-than'-e-el,] 
ihoqlftof  God. 
Was  the  son  of  Znar,  of  the  tribe  of 
laaachar.     lie  was  the  chief  of  that 

tribe,  and  was  associated  with  Moses 
and  Aaron  in  managing  the  business 
of  the  nation  at  the  time  of  their  exo- 
dus from  the  land  of  Egypt.  Num.  i :  8. 

NETHANEEL,  2-2fe  gift  of  God. 

Was  the  fifth  ?r;n  o!'  Obcd-cdom,  and 

one  of  the  sacred  porters.     1st  Chron. 


NETHANIAII,  1  —  [Ncth-a-m'-ah,] 
the  gift  of  the  Lord. 
Was  the  father  of  the  Ishmael  who, 
in  company  with  ten  men— or  rather  as 
the  enptain  of  a  company  often  men- 
slew  Gedaliah  at  Mizpah.  Nethaniah 
was  the  son  of  Elishama,  of  tho  seed 
royal.     2d  Kings,  S.xv:  25. 

NETHANIAH,  2—  Tlie  gift  of  the 
Lord. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Asaph;   and 
when  the  lots  were  cast  and  the  singers 

were  divided  into  twenty-four  corn-see- 
the fifth  lot  fell  to  him.     1st  Chron. 


NEBHAZ—  [Nir/-haz,]  that  fructifies, 

to  proplimy,  to  speak. 
Was  an  idol  g  o  d  of  the  Avites, 
which,  it  is  said,  was  made  like  unto  a 
dog.  2d  Kings,  xvii :  31,  refers  to  this 
idol  and  the  worship  of  it :  "  And  the 
Avites  made  Nibhaz  and  Tartak." 
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NICANOB— [Ni-ca'nor,]  a  con- 
queror, victorious. 
NiCAHOR  is  referred  to  in  Acts  vi : 
5,  as  one  of  the  seven  deacons  of  tlic 
church  at  Jerusalem.  lie  -was  se- 
lected with  his  colleagues!  to  attend  to 
some  of  the  interests  of  the  church 
there,  that  the  twelve  apostles  wished 
not  to  he  burdened  with.  They 
wished  to  devote  themselves  "  wholly 
to  prayer  and  to  the  ministry  of  tho 
word."  Wo  learn  of  Nioanor  and 
his  companions,  that  they  were  "men 
of  honest  report,  fall  of  tho  Holy 
Ghost  and  of  wisdom."  They  were 
ordained  or  set  apart  by  the  apostles, 
by  tho  imposition  of  hands,  to  the 
work  and  office  for  which  they  had 
been  selected. 

NICODEMTJS- [Nik-o-do'imis,  ] 
nocenl  blood ;  in  Greek,  the  victory 
afthe-pe-opte.  . 

'•i!c:oi.)ir.n;*_  was  a  Pharisee  and 
ruler  of  the  Jews,  and  as  ench  is  in- 
troduced to  oar  notice  in  John  iii  ',  1. 
"  There  was  a  man  of  the  Pharisees 
named  Nieodemus,  a  ruler  of  the 
Jews."  lie  seems  to  have  been  prej- 
udiced in  favor  of  Jesus,  and  by  some 
mesas  to  have  been  led  to  highly  es- 
teem him,  and  yet  he  was  ashamed 
openly  to  profess  it.  lie  desiiec!  to 
make'a  conlession  io  tho  i--avior  of 
hi;;  regards,  a:ud  to  be  hr-tw^tcd  ty 
him  in  the  way  of  life.  He  therefore 
came  to  Jesus  by  night,  and  said  unto 
him :  "  Rabbi,  wo  know  that  thou  art 
a  teacher  sent  from  God,  for  no  man 
can  do  these  miracles  which  thou 
doest,  except  God  be  with  him."  He 
thereby  acknowledged  Christ  as  a 
worthy  teacher,  but  in  addition,  he 
intimated  a  desiroto  learn  of  him. 
Jesus  was  always  willing-  to  impart  in- 
struction to  those  who  appro  ached 
him,  but  lie  clearly  intimated  to  Nieo- 
demus that  he  ought  not  to  hi 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  his  convic- 
tions. He  told  him  (hat  though  ho 
was  ft  member  and  ruler  in  the  Jewish 
Church,  and  faithfully  observed  the 
form3  and  ceremonies  of  religion, 
there  was  something  more  required. 
The  heart  must  be  renewed,  and' the 
internal  principles  of  true  worship 
must  be  exercised — that  he  must  be 
born  again  in  order  to  see  the  king- 
dom of  God.  The  spirit  must  change 
his  heart  and  renew  his  nature.    There 


was  something  very  strange  to  Nieo- 
demus in  this  doctrine  of  tho  new 
birth,  and  being  grossly  ignorant  of  it, 
he  asked  tho  Savior  how  it  was  possi- 
ble for  a  man  to  bo  born  again.  _  "Can 
he  enter  the  second  time  into  his  mo- 
ther's womb  and  be  born?"  Jesus 
asked  if  it  were  possible  that  he,  being 
a  Jew  and  a  teacher  in  Israel,  one 
who  had  read  tho  divine  oracles,  was 
ignorant  of  these  things.  Jesus  then 
discoursed  to  him  more  fully  regard- 
ing the  doctrine  of  regeneration,  and 
demanded  of  him  faith  in  it  as  a  vital 
doctrine.  "  If  I  have  told  you  earthly 
things  and  ye  believed  not,  how  shall 
I  tell  you  of  heavenly  things."  But 
the  Savior  informed  him  that,  "As 
Moses  lifted  up  tho  serpent  in  the  wil- 
derness, oven  so  tho  Son  of  Man  must 
be  lifted  up;  that- whosoever  believe  th 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting' life."  The  Savior  thereby 
aavc  Nieodemus  I  o  understand  that  as 
the  brazen  serpent  was  raised  up  by 
Moses  in  the  camp  of  Israel  for  the 
cuiv;  of  bitten  Israelites,  so  he  himself 
should  be  lilted  up  on  the  cross,  that 
the  dying  children  of  men  might  look 
by  faith  to  him,  and  have  tho  poison 
of  tho  serpent-,  sin,  extracted,  and  a 
spiritual  cure  performed  for  them. 
John  iii:  1-21. 

It  is  quite  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  Nieodemus  after  thi3_  conversa- 
tion became  a  true  Christian,  and  it 
is  likely  that  he  openly  attended  the 
ministrations  of  Christ  as  he  had  op- 
portunity. We  have  an  account  in 
John  7 :  45,  of  a  session  of  the  San- 
hedrim where  the  case  of  Jesus  waa 
brought  up.  The  members  were  an- 
gry and  raged  at  their  officers  for  not  ■ 
apprehending  him  and  bringing  him 
before  them— they  derided  and  -/coficd 
at  the  people  who  believed  ill  him, 
but  the  officers  said  "Never  man 
spate  like  this  man."  They  railed 
still  more  and  declared  that  they  who 
believed  on  Jesus  were  ignorant  and 
accursed.  Nieodemus  sat,  there  and 
heard  all  this— and  he  asked  them  if 
it  were  according  to  the  law  that  they 
protended  to  understand  and  be 
governed  by  to  condemn  a  man  before 
they  heard  him.  They  had  probably 
suspected  him  for  being  a  believer  in 
Jesus.  The  question  had  been  asked 
have  any  of  the  rulers,  or  of  the 
Pharisees  believed  in  him.       They 
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asked  him  if  lie  too  was  a  Galilean, 
and  they  bade  him  search  the  Jewish 
scriptures  and  he  would  find  that 
there  came  no  prophets  out  of  Gall- 


But  as  evidence  that  Nicodemus 
became  a.  disciple  of  Jesus,  ho  showed 
his  sympathy  and  feeling  for  Jesus 
and  his  cause  at  the  crucifixion. 
Whether  he  was  near  Jesus  when  ap- 

Erehended,  or  when  passing  through 
is  mock  trial,  we  know  not,  or 
whether  ho  was  really  a  witness  of 
the  agonies  of  Jesus.  Yet  he  came 
out  and  showed  himself  a  disciple  by 
assisting  Joseph  of  Ariuia.thca  to 
prepare  the  body  for  burial,  and 
placing  it  in  the  tomb,  while  Joseph 
provided  a  sepvdoher,  and  begged  oi 
Pilate  the  body.  Nicodemus  pro- 
vided a  hundred  pounds  of  myrrh  and 
aloes,  and  probably  the  linen  clothes 
with  which  the  body  was  wrapped, 
After  the  two  had  prepared  the  body 
for  burial  they  bare  it  to  the  garden 
and  plated  it  in  the  new  tomb. 

It  has  been  said  that  when  the 
other  members  of  the  Jewish  Sanhe- 
drim heard  of  Mcoderaus  becoming 
a  Christian,  and  being  baptized,  they 
deposed  him  from  his  cilice  and  ex- 
communicated him  from  the  Jewish 
church,  and  that  he  retired  to  the 
country  residence  of  Gamaliel  where 
he  lived  in  peace,  until  ho  died  a 
natural  death,  but  of  this  we  cannot 
be  certain. 

NICHOLAS— [Nik'o-las,!  victor  of 
the  people. 
Nicholas  was  one  of  the  sever 
deacons  of  the  Jerusalem  church. 
He  was  selected,  as  were  his  compan- 
ions, because  ho  was  a  man  of  "honest 
report,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
and  of  wisdom."  Acts,  vi:  5.  (Sec 
Nicanor.)  It  is  not  known  certainly 
whether  the  sect  of  the  Nicolaitans 
received  their  name  in  honor  of  him, 
or  took  to  themselves  the  name,  b" 
cause  of  his  fame  for  sanctity.  Th< 
were  a  very  detestable  and  corrupt 
sect,  revelling  in  abomination  and 
wickedness.  They  were  addicted  to 
the  use  of  meats  offered  unto  idols : 
but  one  of  the  worst  features  of  their 
system  was,  they  imputed  their  wick- 
cdncss  to  God.  Their  deeds  arc  de- 
clared in  Revelations.,  ii:  G,  to  be 
hateful  to  God,  and  the  church  of 


Ephesus,  though  partially  backslid- 
den, also  Ivated  the  deeds  of  the  riieo- 
laitans. 

NIMEOD-[Nim'rod,]  rebellious, 

sleep  of  de-scent 

Nuiiioi)  was  the  sou  of  Gush,  and 

celebrated  hunter.     He  is  referred 

_■  in  Genesis,  x:  8-11.    This  passage 

with  1st  Chronicles,  i ;  10,  is  the  only 

place  in  the  scriptures  where  lie   is 

mentioned.     He  is  supposed  to  have 

been  a  tyrant,  and  oppressor  of  the 

Enor.  "Wo  learn  that  ho  founded  a 
ingdom  at  Babylon,  and  sot  himself 
np  as  a  king.  Ho  extended  his  do- 
minions to  Ereoh  Aecacl  and  Calnch. 
in  the  land  of  Shinar.  In  this  land 
the  tower  of  Babel  was  built,  and  it  is 
thought  that  Nimrod  promoted  the 
building  of  it. 

NI8ROOH— [_Kis'me\']fl>sM,  stand- 
ard, proof. 

Was  an  idol  of  the  AssvruniH.  re- 
ferred to  in  2d  Kings,  six:  37. 

NOAH,  1 — [No'-ah,]  repose,  rest,  con- 
solation. 

Noah  was  the  son  of  Lamech.  He 
was  born  when  his  father  was  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  years  old. 
Gen.  5 :  28.  As  the  name  given  him 
imports  rest,  repose,  consolation,  andas 
the  language  of  Lamech,  when  Noah 
was  born,  was  :  "  This  same  shall  com- 
fort us  concerning  our  work  and  toil  of 
our  hands,"  there  was  probably  an 
allusion  to  the  preservation  that  lie 
and  his  family  should  have  in  the 
mk  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
should  bo  drowned.  The  language 
of  Lamech  seems  to  bo  prophetical. 
We  are  informed  in  Gen.  viii:21,  after 
the  waters  were  assuaged  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth  and  Noah  came 
forth  from  the  ark  to  offer  sacrifice  to 
God,  he  used  the  following  language : 
■'God  mn oiled  a  savour  of  rest  and 
said  he  would  not  curse  the  ground 
any  more  for  man's  sake."  By  this 
language  we  can  hardly  fail  to  bo  re- 
minded of  Lamech's  language  when 
ho  named  him. 

But  the  character  of  Noah  is  set 
forth  in  Gen.  vi:9:  "Noah  was  a 
just  man  and  perfect  in  his  genera- 
tion, and  Noah  walked  with  God." 
When  it  is  said  lie  was  a  just 
ivc    uncloi'suirid   that  he 
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their  due.  And  when  it  is  said  he 
was  a  perfect  man  in  iris  generations 
we  understand  lie  was  in  all  tilings 
consistent  in  Lis  character,  and  never 
departed  from  the  truth  in  principle 
or  practice.  And  again ;  when  it  is 
said  he  walked  with  God  we  under- 
stand that  ho  was  truly  pious — de- 
voted to  God  and  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  his  soul.  Like  Enoch,  he 
c ii joyed  union  and  communion  with 
God.  But  while  Noah  was  thus  just, 
perfect,  and  waited  with  God,  the 
inhabitants  of  earth  around  him  were 
wicked,  insomuch  that  it  is  said  the 
earth  was  corrupt  before  God  and 
filled  with  violence ;  nay  more,  it  is 
said  all  flesh  had  corrupted  his  way 
upon  the  earth.  The  wickedness  of 
man  was  so  great  in  the  earth  that  it 
is  said  "every  imagination  of  the 
thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil 
continually;  and  it  repented  the  Lord 
that  he  had  made  man  on  the  earth, 
and  it  grieved  him  at  heart."  God 
determined  to  destroy  man  from  the 
faee  of  the  earth.  Ho  determined  to 
destroy  all  the  earth  with  water.  But 
while  (ho  wicked  inhabitants  were 
swept  off  with  the  besom  of  destruc- 
tion, God  rewarded  the  piety  in  life 
:>nd  tiueii'y  jit  li:;iflikii:  of  hi;-  iiC'rvaiit 
Noah.  He  bade  him  make  an  ark  of 
gopher  wood.  God  gave  him  all  the 
necessary  directions  concerning  it, 
and  at  once  he  began  its  erection,  for 
the  safety  of  bis  family  and  the  ani- 
mals with  which  the  world  was  to  he 
peopled  after  the  flood.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  ho  spent  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  in  building  the  ark,  and 
all  that  time  continued  faithfully  to 

fcach  to  the  wicked  antediluvians. 
ad  they  repented  the  judgment  of 
God  might  have  been  turned  aside; 
hut  they  did  not.  They  continued  in 
their  sins  "until  the  flood  came  and 
swept  them  all  away."  He  warned 
them  of  the  corning  flood,  but  they 
heeded  not  his  warnings. 

At  length  the  ark  was  cowulutad, 
and  in  company  with  his  wife  and  his 
three  sons,  Shorn,  Ham  and  Japheth, 
and  their  wives,  under  the  divine  di- 
rection ho  entered  the  ark,  taking  with 
him  seven  of  all  clean  animals  that 
could  not  live  in  water,  and  two  of  all 
unclean.  Having  provided  in  the  ark 
food  for  bis  family  and  the  animals,  he 


shut  himself  up,  and  (ho  flood  came 
and  do-ilniyod  all  living  things. 

After  he  had  been  about  a  year  in 
the  ark,  as  the  waters  were  to  him  evi- 
dently much  decreased,  he  opened  a 
window  and  sent  out  a  raven  to  see  if 
the  earth  was  dry.  The  ark  rested  on 
Mt.  Ararat,  and  the  tops  of  the  sur- 
rounding mountains  in  a  few  weeks 
were  visible  from  the  windows  of  the 
ark.  He,  it  may  be,  thought  that  the 
waters  were  assuaged,  and  said,  "I 
will  send  forth  the  raven,"  and  it  went 
forth  to  and  fro  until  the  waters  were 
dried  up  from  off  the  earth.  As  the 
raven  was  a  land  of  bird  that  could 
pick  up  food  floating  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  or  food  that  had  been  left 
by  the  receding  waters  on  the  mountain 
side,  until  it  was  fully  satisfied,  it 
may  have  had  no  disposition  to  go 
again  within  the  ark.  Noah  next  sent 
forth  a  dove.  It  found  no  dry  place 
and  speedily  returned  to  the  ark,  when 
Noah  put  forth  his  hand  and  took  it  in, 
Ho  waited  seven  days  and  sent  out  the 
dove  again.  Again  she  returned,  bear- 
ing in  her  mouth  an  olive  leaf.  This 
olive  leaf  was  an  emblem  of  peace  re- 
stored betwixt  God  and  the  earth. 
Still  Noah  seemed  not  to  be  fully  satis- 
fied that  the  waters  had  dried  up,  and 
ho  waited  seven  other  days  and  sent 
out  the  dove  again,  and  she  returned 
to  him  no  more,  from  which  circum- 
stance he  understood  the  waters  were 
sufficiently  dried  up  to  justify  his  re- 
moving the  covering  from  the  ark. 
Soon  after,  he  and  his  family,  and  the 
animals  that  had  been  preserved  with 
them,  went  forth.  From  the  sacred 
historian  wc  learn  that  their  stay  in  the 
ark  had  been  one  year  and  ten  days. 

One  of  the  first  things  that  Noah  did 
after  leaving  the  ark  was  to  build  an 
altar  and  offer  tinto  God  clean  beasts 
and  clean  fowls  as  a  burnt  offering  on 
his  newly  erected  altar,  He  thus  of- 
fered thanksgiving  and  praise  to  God 
for  his  preservation,  and  God  accepted 
his  sacrifice,  and  promised  him  that  he 
would  not  again  curse  the  ground  for 
man's  sake,  and  that  he  would  not 
again  smite  every  living  thing  as  he 
had  done.  He  furthermore  promised 
unto  Noah  that  as  long  as  the  earth 
remained  there  should  he  seedtime  and 
harvest,  and  cold  and  beat,  and  sum- 
mer and  winter,  and  day  and  night 
■  ' s  to 
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multiply  and  ivplerii.-li  (he  earth.  lie 
allowed  them  to  eat  the  flesh  of  clean 
animals,  provided  they  did  not  cat 
them  with  tie  Hood  ;  and  lie  gave 
tliem  a  law,  which,  so  far  as  wo  know, 
has  never  been  repealed:  "Whoso 
sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall 
his  blood  bo  shot!  ;  tor  in  the  image  of 
God  made  ho  man."  Thus  we  are 
taught  that  punishment  is  to  be  in  pro- 
portion to  crime.  Whoever  kills  a 
man,  unless  it  is  unwittingly,  as  the 
Scripture  expresses,  shall  for  doing  so 
lor'eit  his  own  life. 

The  Almighty  also  marked  the  es- 
tablishment of  his  covenant  with  Noah 
for  the  future  preservation  of  the 
world,  by  "setting  bis  bow  in  the 
clouds."  The  rainbow  is  a  natural 
effect  of  a  natural  cause.  It  has  al- 
ways been  seen  when  the  sun  shines  on 
a  watery  cloud  directly  opposite  to  it, 
and  never  in  any  part  of  the  heavens 
except  opposite  to  the  sun.  It  existed 
then  before  the  flood ;  but  God  took  it 
as  a  thing  existing  in  nature  and  made 
it  a  sign  to  Noah  and  his  posterity  that 
the  world  should  not  again  be  drowned 
—a  token  that  the  waters  should  no 
more  cover  the  earth.  Sec  Gen.  vi ; 
7-8. 

Not  long  after  the  flood,  Noah  be- 
came, a  husbandman  and  planted  a 
vineyard  and  cultivated*  the  vine. 
Shortly  alter  the  vine  had  been  culti- 
vated and  the  joicc  of  the  grape  had 
been  expressed,  Noah  learned  from  its 
effects  upon  him  as  he  drank  it,  its  in- 
toxicating power,  "for  be  drank  of  the 
wine  and  was  drunken,  and  lay  uncov- 
ered within  his  tent."  He  may  have 
been  innocent,  not  knowing  (lie  intoxi- 
cating power  of  £  Tic  wine;  but  it  lias 
the  appearance  of  a  stain  upon  the 
character  of  this  great  and  good  man. 
Ham,  the  younger  son,  was  probably 
informed  of  the  condition  of  Noah, 
who  lay  drunken  and  uncovered  within 
his  tent,  by  Iris  r  on  Canaan.  The  two 
were  evidently  associated  in  reprehensi- 
ble conduct  toward  him.  Ham,  in  a 
sportive  manner,  informed  his  two 
brothers  of  their  father's  drunkenness, 
They  wondered  that  Ham  should  treat 
him  th.ua,  and  throwing  a.  garment  or 
mantle  hurriedly  over  their  shoulders, 
they  ran  backward  and  covered  their 
father's  nakedness,  that  they  might  not 
behold  their  father's  shame.  When 
Noah  awoke  from  his  wine  and  became 


duly  sober,  and  learned  what  Ham,  his 
younger  son,  had  done,  and  what  part 
Canaan  performed  in  the  scene  that 
liiid  transpired,  and  also  bow  Shem.  and 
Japheth  had  acted,  be  pronounced  a 
curse  of  servitude  upon  the  descend- 
ants of  Ham,  but_ pronounced  blessings 
upon  Shem  and  Japheth  and  their  pos- 
terity. Of  Ham's  children,  be  de- 
clared they  should  be  slaves  to  the 
descendants  of  his  brothers,  and  should 
be  sorely  oppressed  by  them.     Of  the 

S'Sterity  of  Shem  lie  predicted  the 
ossiah  should  conic,  and  of  the  pos- 
terity of  Japheth,  which  "should  be 
enlarged,"  bo  should  at  last  seize  upon 
the  territory  of  Shem,  or  should  literally 
compass  the  whole  earth.  Wo  learn 
of  Noah  that  he  died  at  ihe  age  of 
nine  hundred  and  fifty  years,  only  a 
little  while  before  Abraham  was  born, 


immediate  posterity  was  very  large. 
Very  favorable  mention  is  made  of'hira 
in  connection  witii  Job,  the  patriarch, 
and  Daniel  the  prophet,  by  Lzek.  xlv: 
14.  "  Though  these  three  men,  Noah, 
Daniel  and  Job,  were  in  it,  they  should 
deliver  but  their  own  souls  by  their 
righteousness,  saith  the  Lord."  By 
this  we  are  to  understand  that  these 
three  men  were  .singularly  righteous. 

The  faith  of  Noah  is  celebrated  by 
the  apostle  in  his  epistle  to  the  He- 
brews, xi:  7.  "By  faith  Noah  being 
warned  of  God,  of  things  not  seen  as 
yet,  moved  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark 
to  the  saving  of  his  bouse;  by  the 
which  he  condemned  the  world,  and  be- 
came the  heir  of  the  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith."  And  Peter,  in  2d 
Epistle,  ii:  5,  calls  him  "apreacberof 
righteousness."  Christ  refers  to  Noah 
and  his  history,  with  the  food  and  (ho 
destruction  of  Ihe  inhabitants  of  the 
old  world.  Matthew,  xxiv:  37-38. 
"But  as  the  days  of  Noe  were,  so  shall 
also  the  coming  of  the  son  of  man  be. 
For  as  in  the  days  that  wero  before  the 
flood,  they  were  eating  and  drinking, 
marrying  and  giving  in  marriage,  until 
(he  day  that  Noe  entered  the  ark,  and 
knew  not  until  the  flood  eame  and  took 
them  all  away." 

Noah  has  been  looked  upon  as  pre- 
figuring Jesus,  his  name  signifying 
rest.  His  upright  and  holy  life  in  the 
midst  of  a  wicked  and  perverse  world ; 
bis  faithful  preaching  to  the  people, 
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warning  them,  and  boldly  denounoing 
sin,  ismistll  llko  the  work  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Savior.     The  ark  which  he 

built  for  the  saving  of  his  house, 
prof] "wing  the  salvation  that  has  been 
provided  ibr  lost  guilty  man.  It  was 
the-  only  deliverance  for  Noah  and  Lis 
family,  so  Christ  is  the  only  Savior  ibr 
our  race,  and  his  salvation  the  only 
!.:alv;u.ioii  provided. 


NO  BAH— [No'bah,]  that  barks  e 


of  tho  tribe  of  Manasseh,  who 
qnei-ed  tho  city  of  Kcnath,  with  the 


NOGAH-[No'gah.] 

Was  one  of  the  thirteen  sons  of 
David,  born  to  him  in  Jerusalem.  1st 
Chronicles,  iii ;  7,  and  xiv :  C. 

NTMPHA  S— [Wira'fas,]  spouse, 
bridegroom. 
Nymphas  was  a  christian  in  the 
city  of  Laodicea,  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  Christ  in  the  apostolic  ago.  The 
apostles  had  enjoyed  his  hospitality, 
and  worshiped  God  in  his  house. 
Tho  reference  to  Nymphaa  is  in  Col. 
iv;  15.  ''Salute  the  brethren  which 
are  in  Laodicea,  and  Nymphaa  and 
the  church  which  is  in  his  house." 
From  which  we  may  certainly  gather 
that  he  was  a  pious  man,  and  that  his 
household  was  religious. 

OBADIAH,  1— [O-ba-di'-ah,]  ter~ 
■emit  of  (he  Lord. 
Obadiah  was  a  good  man  who  occu- 
pied a  high  position  in  the  government 
of  Ahab,  King  of  Israel.  Though  the 
ting  his  master  and  all  the  family  of 
of  tho  king  wore  wicked,  yet  Obadiah 
feared  God  and  practiced  righteousness. 
When  Jezebel,  the  wife  of  Ahab, 
sought  out  the  Lord's  prophets  to  have 
them  murdered,  ho  took  their  part,  so 
far  as  ho  could  without  being  deposed. 
He  hid  a  hundred  of  them  in  two  caves, 
thereby  running  a  risk  of  being  found 
out  as  a  devout  worshiper  of  Israel's 


God,  and  a  lover  of  her  prophets,  and 
ho  supplied  the  hundred  men  with  tho 
necessaries  of  life.  He  must  have  had 
some  diiiitnlty  in  Mipplyingt.htm  secretly 
as  he  did,  for  ho  was  required  to  go  out 
through  tho  land  and  see  if  ho  could 
find  provender  for  the  starving  beasts. 
The  land  had  been  without  rain  ibr 
three  years,  and  dire  famine  prevailed, 
:ind  yet  Oi:adedi  secreily  fed  one  hund- 
red of  the  Lord's  prophets.  This  per- 
secution of  tho  prophets  by  Jezebel 
was,  it  is  supposed,  during  the  dearth, 
mid  she  charged  the  public  calamity 
upon  Elijah,  and  not  being  able  to  find 
him,  she  wreaked  her  vengeance  upon 
such  of  tho  prophets  as  she  could  find. 
IliiJLih  having  spent  fix  months  at  the 
brook  Cherith,  and  three  years  with  the 
widow  of  Serepta,  was  commanded  by 
his  God  to  go  and  show  himself  unto 
Ahab,  and  as  ho  was  going  he  met 
Obadiah,  who  was  on  an  excursion  of 
hunting  water  and  provender.  As  soon 
as  ho  saw  tho  prophet  ho  knew  him, 
and  fell  on  his  face  before  him.  Elijah 
told  him  to  go  and  tell  the  king, 
"Behold  Elijah  is  here."  Obadiah 
objeciod  to  doing  this,  Ibr  his  impression 
was.  that  the  Lord  who  had  taken  care 
of  Elijah  during  the  persecution  of  the 
prophets,  would  by  his  spirit  take  him 
away,  and  his  life  would  be  placed  in 
jeopardy  from  the  anger  of  Ahab,  ex- 
asperated by  such  disappointment. 
But  Elijah  told  Obadiah  that  ho  was 
determined  that  day  to  show  himself 
unto  Ahab.  When  Obadiah  was  fully 
satisfied,  he  went  to  meet  Ahab,  and 
inform  him  that  Elijah  was  coming 
after  him  to  see  the  King.  It  was  but 
a  little  while  until  the  prophet  and  the 
King  of  Israel  met. 

OBADIAH,  2— Servant  of  the  Lord. 
Obadiah  was  cno  of  the  lesser 
prophets,  and  ho  wrote  the  hook  which 
bears  his  name.  It  is  supposed  by  some 
that  he  was  the  same  as  the  governor  or 
steward  of  Ahab's  housej  but  this  is 
not  very  likely.  There  is  a  striking 
similarity  between  his  prophecies, 
and  some  of  those  which  were  uttered 
about  the  time  of,  or  indeed  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the 
Chaldeans.  The  prophecies  that  are 
referred  to  as  being  similar  are  Jer. 
slis,  Kzek.  xxv.     Usher  insists  that  he 
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The  prophecy  of  Obadiah  consists  of 

ime  chapter,  wherein  lie  severely  rep- 
rimands the  Edoniiteii  for  the  part  they 
acted    hi    conquering    the    Jews,  and 

;";oiemg  in  l.lieir  destruction. 

OBADIAH,  3.— Servant  of  the  Lord. 
Ocadiah  was  one  of  the  valiant  men 
who  came  to  join  David'.1;  army  at  Sit- 
ing, or  in.  the  wilderness.     1st  Chron- 


OBADIAH,  4.— Servant  of  the  Lord. 

Obadiah  was  one  of  the  ministers 
sent  out  throughout,  (lie  land  by  J;:kos- 
hapbat,  the  ting  of  Judah.  2d  Chron. 
xvii:  7.  The  king  established  a  sys- 
tem of  instruction,  or  as  soma  have 
called  it,  an  itinerant  ministry,  and  sent 
them  through  all  the  cities  of  Judah  to 
teach  the  people.  Obadiah  was  one  of 
those  minister?.  They  vent  about  talc- 
ing the  law  of  the  Lord  with  them,  and 
from  it  they  taught,  and  the  instruc- 
tions they  gave,  and  the  labor  they  per- 
formed were  very  beneficial. 

We  may  suppose  that  tho  effect  was 
to  improve  tho  in  oral  tone  and  make  the 
kingdom  of  Judah  prosperous,  for  the 
"fear  of  the  Lord,  loll  upon  all  the 
kingdoms  of  tho  land  that  were  round 
:.".. ..:.-..  :  1 1 .  i : i .  ■<>  tbtt  1  hey  iiuule 
against  Jclioshaphat." 

But  that,  was  not  all  the  effect  of  this 
ministry,  for  the  "  Philistines  brought 
Jehoshaphat  presents,  and  tribute  of 
silver,  and  the  Arabians  brought  him 
(locks  to  the  amount  of  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  rams,  and  soven  thou- 
sand and  seven  hundred  lie  goats. 

OBADIAH,  §<—Seromtofihe  Lord. 

Obadiah  was  a  principal  man  of  the 
Jews  in  the  days  of  Nehcmiah.  One 
of  those  who  subscribed  to,  or  Healed 
the  covenant  made  with  the  Lord. 
Noli,  x :  5.  There  wore  four  classes 
of  persons  who  sealed:  viz;  let,  the 
governor,  Ncbcrniiih  ;  2d,  the  priests; 
3d,  theLcvites;  4th,  the  chief  of  the 
people.  Obadiah  belonged  to  tho 
priests. 

OBAL-]0'-bal, 


OBB 


OBV.D,  l.-[0'-lK'd,]«K... 

Obed  was  the  son  of  Boaa  andRuth 
and  the  father  of  Jesse,  hence  the 
grandfather  of  David.  Ruth,  iv:  17. 
When  an  infant  bo  was  placed  in  the 
hands;  of  Naomi,  for  "she  became 
nurse  unto  it. ' '  This  good  woman  had 
been  disconsolate  for  several  years,  hav- 
ing lost  her  husband  and  her  two  sons ; 
but  Ruth  had  attended  her  to  her  na- 
tive land  and  married  Boaa.  Am  soon 
as  Obed  was  born  the  women  of  Beth- 
lehem said,  "Blessed  bo  the  Lord 
which  hath  not  left  thee  this  day  with- 
out a  kinsman,  that  his  name  may  be 
famous  in  Israel.  And  he  shall  bo  to 
thee  a  restorer  of  thy  life  and  a  nour- 
isher  of  thine  old  age;  for  thy  daugh- 
ter-in-law which  loveth  thee,  -which  is 
better  to  thee  than  seven  sons,  hath 
borne  him."  And  it  is  further  said 
that  the  women,  Naomi's  neighbor^ 

q;.wc  him  the  nr.mo  Obed. 

OBED,  %— A  servant. 

Obed  was  one  of  King  David's  val- 
iant men.  1st  Chron.  xi:  47.  In  this 
chapter  there  is  a  list  of  thirty-seven 
valiant  men,  divided  into  four  parts : 
1.  A  captain  general;  2.  Tho  first 
three;  3.  The  second  three;  and  4, 
Thirty  who  occupied  ( be  same  position. 
Obed  belonged  Ui  I  bat  thirty. 

OBED,  3.— A  servant. 

Oeed  was  the  son  of  Shemaiah  and 
the  grandson  of  Obed-Edom,  and  one 
of  the    sacred    porters.    1st   Chron. 


-lO'-bal.l  !.: 
:.  of  the  jla-x 


Obal  was  the  sou  Joktan,  and  the 
grandson  of  Eber,  and  is  referred  to  ' 
the  posterity  of  Shorn.    G-en.  x:  28. 


0  B  E  D-E  D  0  M— [C-bed-E'-dom,] 

Obed-Etjoji  was  the  sou  of  Jedn- 

tham,  a   Levitc,  and  the  father  of 

Shemaiah,  Jehozabad,  Joah,  Sacar, 
Nathaneel,  Ammiel,  Issachar  and 
Peulthai.  *  1st  Chron.  xxvi :  4,  5. 
Wo  have  an  interesting  incident  of 
Obed-Edom  recorded  in  2d  Sam.  vi : 
30,  also  1st  Chron.  siii  14.  King 
David  was  bringing  the  ark  from  Kir- 
jath-jearim  to  Jerusalem.  Ho  placed 
it  on  a  new  cart  drawn  by  oxen.  As 
TJzzah  and  Ahio  were  conveying  the 
ark  thus,  or  driving  tho  oxen  toward 
Jerusalem,  they  came  to  a  threshing 
floor  and  TJzzab  put  forth  his  hand  to 
steady  the  ark  —  in  doing  which  he 
violated  a  law  that  Cod  had  given  to 
the  Levites,  Num.  iv:  15,  20,  and  for 
that  violation  the  Lord  slew  him  and 
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he  died  there  by  the  ark.  David  .,..„ 
struck  with  terror  at  the  sudden 
death  of  Uzzah,  lor  touching. the  ai:k 
—and  he  was  afraid  at  that  time  to 
take  it  on  to  Jerusalem:  so  he  re- 
moved it  to  the  house  of  Obed-Edom 
the  Gittite  that  was  near  by  the 
threshing  floor  where  Uzaah  had 
died  and  he  left  it  there. 

Obed-Edom  received  the  ark  and 
gave  it  a  place  in  his  house,  and  it 
remained  there  three  months,  during 
which  time  the  Lord  blessed  the 
house  of  Obed-fldom,  and  blessed  all 
that  pertained  unto  him  because  of 
the  ark  being  there.  The  family  did 
not  -uirer  inconvenience  from  the  ark 
being  wish  them,  but  were  prosper!  " 
in  various  ways.  It  is  likely  it  i 
creased  in  numbers  as  well  as  beiL= 
otherwise  blessed,  for  wo  learn  from 
1st  Chron.  xxvi:  8,  there  were  sixty- 
two  able  bodied  men  of  the  house  of 
Obed-Edom  that  were  appointed  por- 
ters of  the  temple.  This  was  several 
years  after  the  ark  was  in  his  house, 
and  the  Lord  blessed  his  house  be- 
cause of  it. 

Wc  do  not  knew  why  ho  is  called  a 
Gittite,  except  it  be  that  he  was  born 
in  Gathrimmon  or  had  lived  awhile 
in  some  place,  (hat  had  given  him  the 
title.  It  may  be  in  Gath  of  the  Phil- 
istines. 

OEIL — [O'-bi],]  that  iveepg,  deserves 
to  be  bewailed,  ancient. 
Obil  an  Ishmaelite,  was  placed  by 
King  David    over  his  eamels.      1st 
Chron.  xxvii ;  30. 

OCEAN—  rOk'-ran,]  disturber. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Asher,  and  the 
father  of  Pagiel  the  prince  who  as- 
sisted Moses  in  numbering  the  tribes 
of  Israel.     Num.  i;  13.     ■ 

ODED— [O'ded,]  !o  sustain,  to  lift  up. 
Oukd  was  a  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
who  is  referred  to  in  2d  Chronicles, 
xxviii:  9.  _  We  have  the  history  of 
Ahaa,  a  king  of  Judah,  given,  from 
which  wc  learn  that  he  reigned  wick- 
edly for  sixteen  years.  He  restored 
idolatry  in  its  worst  forms  into  his 
kingdom,  and  as  a  punishment  for 
hi;>  wickedness,  the  Lord  delivered 
him  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the 
king  of  Syria,  and  of  the  king  of 
Israel.     Pekah  slew  in  Judah,   one 
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hundred  and  twenty  thousand  of  the 

Jews,  and  carried  captive  two  hundred 
thousand  of  the  people.  Just  at  this 
point,  Oded,  the  prophet,  is  intro- 
duced to  our  view,  and  he  makes  an 
appeal  to  the  conquerors  for  humane 
treatment  toward  the  captives.  Ilis 
address  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and 
touching.  "  Behold  because  the  Lord 
God  of  your  fathers  was  wroth  with 
Judah,  he  hath  delivered  them  into 
your  hand,  and  ye  have  slain  them  in 
a  rage  that  reacheth  up  unto  Leaven. 
And  now  ye  purpose  to  keep  under 
the  children  of  Judah  and  Jerusa- 
lem for  bondmen  and  bondwomen  unto 
you ;  but  arc  there  not  with  you.  even 
with  you,  sins  against  (he  Lord  your 
God?  Now  hear  mo  therefore,  and 
deliver  the  captives  again,  which  ye 
have  taken  captive  of  your  brethren, 
i'or  the  fierce  wrath  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  you."  They  were  well  affected 
by  this  speech,  ;;ud  moved  by  the  re- 
monstrance it  contained.  They  not 
only  dismissed  or  released  the  cap- 
theytook  the  ipo'iis  v.hicli 
taken  from  them,  and  with 
.  jpoils  they  clothed  and  fed  and 
shod  them.  And  those  of  them  who 
were  too  i'eeblo  to  walk  or  endure  the 
march  to  <1  udea,  they  set  upon  asses 
and  escorted  them  safely  to  Jericho. 
And  after  they  had  dene  this,  they  re- 
turned to  Samaria,  and  to  their  own 
kingdom.  It  is  almost,  if  not  quite 
impossible,  to  find  a  parallel  to  this 
case  in  all  the  history  of  the  world, 
and  its  wars.  And  the  prophet  Oded 
had  much  to  do  with  this  action  of 
Israel  towards  their  brethren  of 
Judah. 

OG — A  cake,  bread  baJeedin  the  as7irs. 
Og>  was  the  king  of  Bashan.  He 
belonged  to  the  race  of  men  who  were 
of  extraordinary  stature,  called  giants. 
These  persons  were  doubtless  not  as 
are  commonly  believed 

The  spies  who  went 

under  the  direction  of  Moses  to  search 
the  promised  land  and  see  what, it,  was, 
and  what  was  the  strength  of  its  in- 
habitants, brought  a  very  dishearten- 
ing report  back,  except  Caleb  and 
Joshua.  See  Num.  xiii:  33.  They 
said :  "  We  saw  giants,  the  sons  of 
Anak,  which  come  of  the  giants ;  and 
we  were  in  our  own  sight  as  grass- 
hoppers, and  so  we  were  in  their 
DSteO  by  GjOOgle 
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aight^'frornvvhieh  wo  may  understand 
that  they  wore  a  robust,  sturdy,  war  - 
lite  race  of  men.  But  Og  is  judged 
to  have  been  a  man  of  very  great  stat- 
ure. His  bedstead  was  of  iron,  and  it 
was  nine  cubits  long  and  four  cubits 
broad.  This  is  recto  tied  by  somo  to 
be  sixteen  feet  in  length,  and  seven 
feet  three  inches  in  breadth.  Og  is 
supposed  to  be  considerable  shorter 
than  his  bedstead,  but  supposing  him 
to  be  but  three -fourths  as  long,  he 
was  of  great  stature.  This  wonderful 
piece  of  furniture  for  the  king's  sleep- 
ing apartment  i.s  thought  to  have  been 
taken  by  the  Ammonites  in  battle, 
and  as  a  trophy  of  victory  carried  to 
their  royal  city,  Kabbah,  for  it  is 
called  the  royal  city  of  the  children 
of  Amnion,  in  2d  Bam.  xii ;  28.  The 
Ammonites  probably  kept  this  bed- 
stead there  as  a  curiosity  for  a   long 

The  children  of  Israel  warred  with 
Og,  king  of  Bashan,  at  Edrei,  and  the 
battle  went  against  Og,  and  in  favor 
of  IsraeS.  They  defeated  him,  and 
took  three  scoro  fortified  cities,  with 
many  unwalled  towns.  The  Israelites 
made  an  utter  destruction  of  the  peo- 

S'.c  of  his  kingdom,  and  they  took  all 
is  cattle  and  spoils  as  a  prey.  And 
they  took  possession  of  his  land,  with 
the  land  of  Sihon,  king  of  the  Amor- 
ites,  and  it  was  given  unto  the  Reu- 
benites,  Gadites,  and  to  the  half 
tribe  of  Manasseh.  Bent,  iii:  1-14. 
And  Og  was  slain  by  the  Israelites 
afterwards,  if  not  at  the  time  his  coun- 
try was  taken.  Psalms  cssxv :  10,11. 
"  Who  smote  great  nations,  and  slew 
mighty  kings;  Sihon,  king  of  the 
Ainorrtes,  and  Og,  king  of  Bashan." 

OHAD. 

Was  one  of  the  sis  sons  of  Simeon, 
who  went  down  with  the  family  of  Ja- 
cob into  Egypt.  The  children  and 
grandchildren  til' the  a<;ed  patriarch  are 

cmimoiaioi.l,  arid  thtrir  names  are  eiven 
in  Gen.  slvi. 

OLTMPAS,  1  —  [O-lim'-pas,]    heav- 
enly. 

Was  a  believer  in  Christ  of  the  apos- 
tolic age,  who  is  referred  to  in  Horn, 
xvi :  1.5,  with  several  other  persons  of 
distinguished  virtue  and  merit.  The 
Christian  salutations  of  Paul  are  given 
to  him. 


OLTMPAS,  2— Heavenly. 

OLvyLi'Ai'i-j'crrnm  was  a 
god  whose  statue  was  set  up  in  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem  by  the  order  of 
Aniioehus-Epiphaues,  and  it  remained 
(hero  tor  three  years.  It  is  supposed 
that  this  idol  is  referred  to  i:i  Ban.  xii : 
11,  when  it  is  said  "  And  from  the  time 
thattho  daily  sacrifices  shall  be  taken 
away,  and  the  abomination  that  maketb 
desolate  set  up,  shall  be  one  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  ninety  days." 

OMAR  —  [Q'-mar,]   lie  thai   speaks, 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  EKphaa,  the 
son  of  Esau.  There  were  sis  of  them, 
Teman,  Omar,  Sepho  and  Gatam,  and 
Kenaz  and  Amalek.  These  sis  are 
reckoned  as  the  sons  of  Adah,  Esau's 
wife,  because  she  was  the  mother  of 
Eiiphaz.    Gen.  xssri :  11,  12. 


Omri  was  the  general  to  the  forces 
of  Elan,  king  of  Israel,  and  was  en- 

fged  in  besieging  Gibbethon  with 
o  army  at  the  time  (ho  intelligence 
reached  him  that  Kimri,  who  was 
"captain  of  half  of  Elah'a  chariots," 
had  conspired  against  the  king  and 
slain  him  while  in  the  house  of  Ar- 
;:a,  his  steward.  He  also  learned 
that  Zinm  had  slain  all  the  house  of 
Baasha  that  there  might  be  none  to 
sit  on  the  throne,  and  himself  had 
usurped  authority  and  ascended  the 
throne  at  Tmaih.  He  left  G!)>)iethon 
at  once  and  hurried  to  TirzaKand 
laid  siege  to  it,  and  took  it.  When 
Zimri  saw  that  the  city  was  taken  he 
hurried  into  the  king's  palace  and  s;et 
it  on  fire,  and  himself  perished  in  the 
flames,  lie  thus  chose  rather  to  die 
by  his  own  hands  than  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemy. 

The  kingdom  of  Israel  was  then 
hurried  into  a  civil  war  that  lasted 
about  four  yeaTs.  It  was  headed  on 
the  ono  side  by  Omri  and  on  the 
other  by  Tibni,  the  son  of  Ginatb. 
It  is  said  half  the  people  followed  the 
one  and  half  followed  the  other.  The 
army_,  however,  we  suppose,  was  for 
Omri,  and  he  prevailed.  They  were 
both  aspiring  for  the  honorable  posi- 
tion of  king,  vacated  by  the  murder 
of  Elah  by  his  dastardly  servant. 
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As  Omi'i  prevailed,  and  the  other 
aspirant  was  dead,  ho  ascended  the 
thronet  and  reigned  twelve  years. 
His  reign  was  by  no  means  a  good 
reign,  ioi  "lie  wrought  evil  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  did  worse  than 
nil  boibra  him." 

IIo  purchased  the  hill  Samaria 
from  one  Shomiv,  for  two  talents  of 
silver,  and  built  on  it;  then  called  it 
after  the  name  of  its  former  owner. 
He  made  the  city  he  built  on  that 
hill  the  capital  of  his  kingdom,  and  it 
became  the  capital  of  the  ten  tribes. 

What  all  the  acta  of  his  wicked 
reign  were  wc  can  not  tell;  nor,  in- 
deed, what  the  principal  of  them 
were;  but  the  sacred  history  mlbs'iny 
us  that  he  was  more  wicked  than  Jer- 
oboam or  any  of  his  predecessors. 
He  was,  we  doubt  not,  an  idolater  in 
principle  and  practice.  Ho  gave  them 
royal  precept  and  royal  osample,  and, 
in  all  pr(ibal)i!ity,he  enacted  laws  and 
circulated  edicts  making  idolatry  the 
religion  of  tho  land.  Micah,  vi :  10, 
is  a  clear  reference  to  them:  "For 
the  statutes  of  Omri  arc  kept,  and  all 
the  works  of  the  house  of  Ahab." 

Omri  died  and  was  buried  in  Sama- 
ria, ami  A1lh.]>,  hm  sion,  reiciied  in  his 
stead.    1st  Kings,  xvi :  8-2& 

OMRI,  2— A  sheaf  of  com,  rebellion, 

hitter. 

OlIRI,  the  son  of  Michael,  was  the 

ruler  in  the  tribe  of  Issachar,  in  the 

time  of  David.     1st  Cliron.  xxvii :  18. 

O'X-  Pi' in-,  forcr.  iniquity. 

On,  the  son  of  Peleth,  of  the  tribe 
of  Ecuben,  was  engaged  with  Koran, 
Datkaii  and  Abiraui  in  the  rebellion, 
which  rcjuked  in  i  be  earth  opening  her 
mouth  and  swallowing  up  the  guilty 
leaders,  and  those  who  adhered  to 
them.    Num.  xvi. 

ONAM. 

Onam  was  the  son  of  Shobal,  and  the 
grandson  of  Seir  the  Ilorite.  Gen. 
xxxvi:  23'. 

OMAN— [O'-nan,]  pain,  strength,  in- 
iquity. 
Onan  was  the  son  of  Judah,  he 
was  the  second  sou  of  the  Canaanite 
woman,  Shuah.  His  father  bade  him 
marry  bis  elder  brother's  widow— he 
did  so,  but  sinned  against  God,  and 
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for  his  em  was  punished  with  death. 
His  crime  was  evidently  that  of  re- 
fusing to  raise  up  seed  unto  his  bro- 
ther, children  who  should  inherit  the 
possessions  of  the  former  husband  of 
their  mother,  tho  first  husband  hav- 
b'ffdie-J  childless,      lien,  xxxviii:  4. 
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table,  useful. 

Qkesijius  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth, 
and  the  slave  of  Philemon,  Ho  de- 
serted his  master  and  made  his  way 
to  Eome,  where  he  heard  the  apostle 
Paul  preach  and  teach,  and  through 
tho  apostles  instrumentality  he  was 
converted  to  Christianity.  It  ia 
likely  that  he  told  the  apostle  at  once, 
that  lie  had  left  his  master's  service, 
and  Paul  advised  him  to  return  and 
sent  with  him  the  epistle  to  Philemon. 
The  epistle  is  strongly  persuasive ;  he 
urges  Philemon  to  receive  Onesimus 
for  his  sake,  and  to  forgive  him  any 
wrong  he  had  committed,  declaring 
that  he  had  been  soundly  converted, 
"Whom  I  have  begotten  ia  my 
bonds."  He  also  declares  that  he 
had  been  so  far  faithful,  and  had 
greatly  won  upon  1  lis  feelings,  "a  bro- 
ther beloved"  he  is  unto  me.  As 
he  returned  him  to  Philemon  he  com- 
mends him  to  his  esteem  and  Chris- 
tian regards. 

Onesimus  became  an  eminent 
Christian  and  a  faithful  worker  in  the 
church.  It  is  said  that  Paul  made 
him  a  bishop  of  the  church  in  Berea, 
in  Macedonia.    [See  Epistle  to  Philc- 

ONESIPHGKUS  —  [On-e-sif-o-rus,]  ' 
•who  brings  profit. 
QNESIPIIORTJS  was  probably  a  native 
of  Ephesus,  ami  one  of  tho  must  ardent 
and  devoted  Christiana  of  that  place, 
We  have  an  account  in  2d  Tim.  i:  30, 
Ac,  of  Ids  great  kindness  Co  die  apos- 
tle Paul.  When  Onesiphorus  went  to 
Eome,  aud  Paul  was  there  ia  prison, 
he  sought  him  oat,  had  a  conference 
with  him,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  comforted  and  assisted  the  apos- 
tle. "When  he  was  in  Eome,  ho 
sought  me  out  very  diligently,  and 
found  me-"  But  he  was  a  devoted 
friend  of  Paul  at  Ephesus,  giving  him, 
mi  dwtbt,  the  lie^pitallucse;  lii.n  house, 
and    in  many  ways  ministering  unto 
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him.  Paul  greatly  loved  liim,  and  in 
closing  up  his  epistles  ho  saluted  him 
and  his  household  in  the  Lord.  2d 
Tim.  iv :  19. 

OPHTR— [O'-fir,]  ashes. 

Was  a  son  of  Joktan  and  descendant 
of  Shorn.  He  is  referred  to  in  Geo.  x: 
29,  as  one  of  thirteen  sons  who  had 
their  dwellings  from  Meslia  unto  So- 
phar.  The  country  which  is  called 
Ophir  was  probably  settled  by  the  de- 
scendants of  Ophir,  who,  it  may  be, 
gave  the  country  the  name.  It 
abounded  in  gold  and  precious  stones. 
For  the  building  ei  Solomon  much  gold 
was  brought  therefrom.  1st  Kings,  is : 
28:  "And  they  came  to  Ophir  and 
fetched  from  thence  gold  four  hundred 
and  twenty  talents,  and  brought  it  to 
King  Solomon."  See,  also,  x  :  11,  and 
xxii :  48. 

0  R  E  B— [O'reb,]  a  raven,  caution, 

Oreb  was  a  prince  of  the  Midian- 
itcs,  who  with  Keob,  another  prince, 
was  pursued  by  the  men  of  Ephraim 
under  the  direction  of  Gideon,  after 
he  had  had  the  miraculous  victory 
over  the  mighty  army  that  were  en- 
camped on  the  plains  of  Moafo. 

The  Ephrnimiies  followed  them  in 
their  (light  from  their  own  country  to 
Both-barah  and  Jordan,  and  overtak- 
ing them  they  totally  overthrew  them, 
and  taking  the  princes  they  Blew 
them.  Orob  they  slew  on  the  rock 
Oreb,  and  Zeeh  at  the  wine  press  of 
Zeeb.  It  is  thought  that  Oreb  took 
refuge  among  the  rooks  or  in  a  cave 
of  the  rocks,  and  they  named  the  rock 
Oreb,  while  the  other  took  refuge  in 
the  vat  of  a  wine  press.  Having 
slain  them,  the  Ephraimites  brought 
their  heads  to  Gideon,  as  evidence  of 
their  victory.    Jud.  vii:  25. 

ORNAN-[Or'nan,]  that  rejoices, 
their  bow  on  ark. 
See  Araunah,  the  Jebusitc. 

ORPAH— [Or-pah,]  the  neck,  skull, 
nakedness  of  the  mouth. 
Obpah  was  a  Moabitish  woman, 
who  was  married  to  one  of  the  sons 
of  the  widowed  and  disconsolate  Na- 
omi. She,  with  her  sister-in-law, 
Ruth,  was  left  a  widow,  her  husband 
dying.    When  Naomi  determined  to 


return  to  her  own  land,  and  seek  a 
home  among  her  kindred,  Orpah, 
like  Ruth,  being  strongly  attached  to 
her,  concluded  to  go  to  Judah  with 
her.  She  endeavored  to  dissuade 
them,  but  at  first  failed,  and  after- 
wards, with  Orpah,  she  succeeded. 
The  three  widows  had  passed  out 
of  the  city  or  village  where  they  lived 
towards  Naomi's  country,  and  Naomi 
gave  them  her  mind  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  their  remaining  where  they 
were,  while  she  returned  alone.  She 
gave  them  to  understand  that  she  ap- 
preciated their  kindness,  but  thought 
it  was  best  for  them  not  to  go  with  her. 
She  gave  them  a  solemn  and  touching 
charge:  "Go  return  each  to  her 
;  ,-■■  'iiv '■■  hoiihC  ;  i!:o  Ijori.i  ooal  kindly 
v.ivh  you,  a:;  you  h;;vo  dealt  with  me, 
and  with  the  dead.  The  Lord  grant 
that  you  may  find  rest  cpeb  of  yon  in 
tho  house  of  your  husband.  Then 
■■he  kissed  there,  and  they  lifted  up 
their  voices  and  wept,"  What  a 
touching  scene.  But  they  were  not 
changed  from  their  purpose.  They 
were  both  determined  to  accompany 
her,  and  sec  her  safely  lodged  among 
her  own  people,  Naomi  again  plead 
with  them,  setting  forth  her  position 
and  circumstances,  to  tarry  in  tho  laud 
of  Moab,  while  she  went  on  to  Beth- 
leha  in- Judah.  Her  reasoning  with 
them  had  force  in  it,  and  the  picture 
she  drew  was  so  dark  that  Orpah  con- 
eluded  to  remain  in  her  own  country, 
and  she  was  commended  by  Naomi 
for  her  good  sense,  and  propriety  in 
doing  so.  The  parting  scene  must 
have Tbeen  very  affecting.  They  spent 
a  few  moments,  it  may  be,  calling  up 
reminiscences  of  the  past — wept  to- 
gether at  the  remembrance  of  their 
losses,  when  Orpah  kissed  her  mother- 
in-law, "and  they  parted,  the  one  to 
Judea,  and  the  other  to  take  up  her 
life  resilience  with  hev  own  people, 

OTI1NI—  [Oth'-ni,]  mytime,  myhour. 

Qti-INI  was  the  son  (W  Jil.icmaiah  and 

the  grandson  of  Obod-Edom.  and  one 

of  the  sacred  porters.     1st  Chronicles, 


OTHNIEL.— [Otlr'-ni-cl,]   the  hour 

of  God. 

Oti-iniel  was  the  son  of  Kcnaz.    He 

belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and 

was  the  first  Judge  of  Israel.     He  vraa 
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the  nephew  of  Caleb  and  married  Acli- 

sail  his  daughter.  The  Oanaanites  in- 
habited a  part  of  (he  inheritance  (hat 
had  teen  apportioned  Caleb,  and  he 
was  exceedingly  anxious  to  free  Dibir, 
or  Kirja.th-8epb.er,  from  the  hands 
and  power  of  those  who  inhabited  it. 
Lie  promised  to  give  Aehsah  Lis  daugh- 
ter to  wife  to  him  who  should  smite  ihc 
city.  Othmcl,  the  son  of  Kenan,  un- 
dertook it,  and  succeeded;  he  therebv 


Vi'hiio  Acbsahwas  preparing  to  .._ 
part  from  the  house  of  her  father  to 
(bat  of  0  thnie!  her  husband,  she  moved 
Othniel  to  ask  for  her  of  her  father 
a  marriago  present.  It  would  seem 
from  the  account  that  he  was  not  will- 
ing; hence  she  undertook  it  herself. 
She  met  her  father  and  indicated  a  de- 
sire to  make  a  request  of  him,  He 
told  her  to  ask  what  she  would,  and 
she  asked  an  additional  blessing: 
"Thou  hast  given  me  a  south  land, 
give  me  also  springs  of  water;  and  he 
gave  her  the  upper  springs  and  (lie 
aether  spriDgs." 

In  Jud,  iii:  8-11,  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  Othniel  delivering  his  people 
from  the  power  of  the  king  of  Meso- 
potamia, who  had  enslaved  them  for 
eight  years.  Chiisbnn-rishathaim  was 
their  oppressor.  God  stirred  up  Oth- 
niel (o  levy  an  army  sufficient  to  war 
with  him.  He  routed  the  king  of  Mes- 
opotamia and  his  troops,  and  fully  de- 
livered Israel,  after  which  the  land  bad 
rest  for  ibrly  years,  or  till  the  fortieth 
year  of  their  settlement  in  it.  After 
living  and  acting  to  profit  through  his 
life,  ho  died  in  honor. 

OZEM  —  [C/-zcm,]    that  fasts,   their 
eagerness. 

Ozem  was  the  sixth  son  of  Jesse, 
and  the  brother  of  David.  1st  Cbron. 
it:  15.  We  have  an  account  in  1st 
Sam.  xvi :  of  the  sons  of  Jesse  being 
called  to  pass  before  Samuel,  that  be 
might  select  and  anoint,  from  amongst 
them,  one  to  take  the  place  of  Saul. 
Qzcm  wc  suppose  was  tho  last  one  that 
passed  before  him,  before  David  was 
sent  for. 

OZIAS— [O-zi'-asJ  strength  from  the 

Was  the  son  of  Joram,  and  the 
father  of  Joatham.     Ho  was  one  in  the 


:!  of  iho  n-sUi  of  (lad,  and  at  t 


OZNI-W-] 

Was  of  the 

head  of  tho  family  in  (hat  tribe  callitl 
Oznites.     Num.  xxvi:   10. 

PAAI1AI— ;'lV-i>.-rr:.'j  nprmng. 
_  Was  one  of  the  migluy  men  of 
David,  referred  to   in  2d  ihrni.  xtrii  • 
35.    He  is  called  Pasrai.  the  Arbite. 

PA&IJEL— rPa'-gi-cL]  prevention,  or 

■pwyi-.rnf  Gad. 
Pagiel  was  (ho  eon  of  Ocran,  of, 
the  tribe  of  Aeher.  He  was  chief  of 
his  tribe,  and  was  associated  with 
Moses  and  Aaron  in  managing  the 
business  of  their  nation,  at  the  time 
of  their  Exodus  from  the  land  of 
Egypt.  Kum.  i :  13.  And  when  the 
tabernacle  was  fully  set  up  be  made 
an  cftbriiig  for  his  (vibe.  Numbers 
vii ;  72. 

PALLTJ—  [Pal'-ln.] 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and 
from  him  came  the  family  of  the  Pal- 

luites.  Hum.  sxvi :  5.  Ho  was  the 
grand-father  of  Bathan  and  Abirarn, 
who  were  so  famous  in  the  congrega- 
tion of  Israel  for  striving  against  Mo- 
5  and  Aaron,  avid  who  were  destroyed 
the  company  of  Korah.  Numbers 
xxvi :  9. 

PA1TI—  {PzY-ti^  deUveramce,  flig&t. 
Belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
and  was  selected  by  Moses  as  one  of 
the  twelve  spies,  to  search  out  and  ex- 
ami  no  the  nature  and  slate  of  the  land 
of  Canaan.    Num.  xiii :  9. 

PALTIEL— [Pal-ti'-el.] 

The  son  of  Azzan,  of  the  tribe  of 
Issaohar,  was  one  of  the  princes  that 
assisied  Joshua  and  Elcazar  iu  divid- 
ing the  land  of  Canaan  among  the 
tribes  of  Israel.     Num.  xxxiv :  2& 

PARMA8HTA—  [Par-mash'-tab.] 

Was  one. of  the  ten  sons  of  Hainan, 
who  were  hanged,  as  Ham  an,  their  fa- 
ther, had  been  hung.     Esther,  is:  9, 

PARMENAS-rpar-me'-nas,]  that  is 

W^ 
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Acts,  vi :  5,  6.  Like  Stephen  and  his 
other  companions,  he  was  a  good  man, 
one  "of  honest  report,  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom."  With  the 
others  he  ffas_ ordained  to  the  work  and 
offices  for  which  he  had  been  selected 
by  the  imposition  of  (ho  apostles'  hands. 

PAHNACH—  [Par'-nak.] 

Was  the  father  of  EUzanliun,  the 
prince  of  the  tribe  of  ZebnJnn,  who 
assisted  in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan. 
Num.  xsxiv:25. 

PARSHANDATHA—  [Par-shan-da'- 

ihah, J  rcve.foiien  (if  t:>>rporcnl  im- 
purities,  of  Ms  /.rouble.. 
Was  another  one  of  Hainan's  sons 
who  was  hilled  in  the  slaughter  by  i 


Jews  of  their 


iHImshai!. 


a  I  extends 


PASHUIt-[Pash'-ur, 
the,  hole,  whiteness. 
Pashur  was  the  son  of  Immer. 
Jcv.  xx.  It  was  about  I  he  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Jehoiakim,  that  Jere- 
miah predicted  the  desolation  and  de- 
struction of  Judji.li  and  Jerusalem. 
Pashur  occupied  a.  high  position  in  the 
temple,  and  pretended  to  bo  very  jeal- 
ous of  the  temple's  honor.  Ho  smote 
Jeremiah,  and  put  him  in  the  stocks 
that  were  in  the  high  gate  of  Ben- 
jamin, on  account,  of  his  prophecy. 
The  nest  day  Pashm'  brought' Jere- 
miah out  of  the  stocks,  when  the 
Erophet  told  him  that  his  name  11 
e  changed  from  Pashur  to  Mngoi 

sabi,    and    he    gave    him    tho   reason 
for  1  he  changing  of  the  name. 

He  was  to  be  sorely  punished  for  ^.„ 
abuse  of  the  prophets.  Jeremiah  told 
him  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  concern- 
ing him  was,  "Behold  I  will  make 
thee  a  terror  to  thyself  and  to  all  thy 
friends:  and  they  shall  fall  by  the 
sword  of  their  enemies."  And  further 
that  he,  himself,  should  .tee  the  cruel- 
ties that  should  be  practised  towards 
them.  He  furthermore  declared  to 
him  that  Judah  should  be  given  into 
the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and 
he  should  cany  her  inhabitants  awsv 
and  slay  them  with  the  sword.  The 
strength,  of  the  city,  and  its  wealth  and 
beauty,  should  he  destroyed,  its  pre- 
cious things  should  be  taken  for  spoil. 
and   earned   into   Babylon.     Put   that 


1  and  ail  his 


captivity,  and  should  die  in  Babylon, 
and  be  buried  there.  He,  and  all  his 
friends,  to  whom  ho  had  prophesied 
lies,  should  come  to  the  same  sad  end. 
Pashur  occupied  a  high  place  and  his 
sins  were  sorely  punished.  Wo  have 
his  sin  and  punishment  thus  set  forth 
as  a_  warning  to  those  who  are  in  au- 
thority, and  wearing  sacred  vestments. 
His  name,  Pashur,  signified  "white- 
ness, or  freedom,"  but  tho  now  name 
which  tho  Lord  gave  hint,  Magor-uiiss- 
abib,  signifies  "  rear  round  about." 

PATimUSIM-  [Path-ru'-sim.] 

Paethrtjsim  was  the  son  of  Mizraim, 
and  the  grandson  of  Ham.  Gen.  x:  14. 

AOL— Awor&er.    Ms  former  name 

'«;«s  &u<t,  a  xcpv.i.ehir,  a  dnslm-yer. 

Paul  was  the  great  apostle  to  tho 

entiles.  He  was  of  the  tribo  of 
Benjamin  and  both  his  parents  were 
Hebrews.  Ho  was  born  in  Tarsus,  a 
city  of  Cilicia,  was  by  birth  aeitizenof 
Rome.  Ho  asserted  his  Roman  citizen- 
ship at  different  times  in  his  addresses 
and  defences  before  his  persecutors. 
And  he  demanded  the  privileges  that 
belonged  to  him  as  a  Roman  citizen  at 
different  times,  when  being  persecuted 
and  punished  without  law.  It  was  on 
the  ground  of  his  citizenship  that  he 
appealed  unto  Cesar,  and  was  sent  to 
Rome  for  trial. 

His  name  previous  to  his  conversion, 
and  lor  sometime  after,  was  Saul,  which 
signifies  "a  destroyer,"  very  significant, 
of  his  conduct  towards  christians  pre- 
vious to  his  conversion,  for  he  persecuted 
them  to  death. 

During  his  early  life  be  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  a  thorough  education, 
under  the  direction  of  Gamaliel,  one  of 
the  most  noted  doctors  or  feathers  of  the 
law  of  that  age.  "Brought  up  at  the  feefc 
of  Gamaliel,  and  taught  according  to  the 
most  perfect  manner  of  the  law  of  the 
fathers."  He  made  great  progress  in 
bis  studies,  and  was  zealous  in  the  ob- 
servance of  the  law  as  he  learned  it. 
He  was  of  the  seat  of  the  Pharisees. 
Ho  calls  himself  "al'haiiseeofthePhari- 
"  '„  which  we  may  understand 
that  bis  father  and  mother  were  of 
that  sect.  He  was  a  faithful  observer 
of  the  law  of  Moses.  And  as  a  Phar- 
ho  thought  it  was  his  duty;  with  al! 


family,  should  go  into, bis  might -to    oppose   the  religion   of 
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Christ  Jesus,  and  persecute  ]iis  follow- 
ers. In  Hie  account  wo  have  in  Acts 
vii,  oi'  tho  stoning  to  death  of  that 
good  man  Stephen,  we  learn  that  Saul 
was  present,  and  though  he  did  not 
lake  an  active  part,  such  as  throwing  the 
missiles  of  death  at  tho  dying  martyr, 
yet  he  held  the  clothes  of  the  young 
inen  who  stoned  him.  He  heartily  con- 
sented to  Stephen's  death,  and  the 


was  carried  on  mainly  by  him  wo  may 
judge.  He  seems  to  bo  the  principle 
actor  in  the  scene,  the  most  noted  of 
all  the  persecutors.  Ho  entered  the 
houses  of  christians,  arresting  men  and 
women,  and  committing  them  to  prison. 
He  even  went  into  the  sacred  sanctu- 
aries or  synagogues  where  christians 
met,  and  took  them  and  caused  them 
to  he  beaten  and  abused.  lie  procured 
letters  from  the  high  priest  authorizing 
him  to  go  to  Damascus  and  enter  the 
synagogue  and  either  compel  christians 
to  blaspheme  the  Savior,  or  go  to  Jeru- 
salem bound,  to  bo  punished.  Ho  was 
on  his  way  to  Damascus,  bearing  these 
letters,  when  the  Lord  stopped  him  by 
his  power,  and  convinced  him  of  the 
error  of  his  way.     Acts  is. 

A:;  he  and  hi:;  attendants  were  draw- 
ing nigh  unto  Damascus,  all  at  once  a 
great  light  shone  among  them,  and 
they  were  all  terrified,  for  it  was  an 
unaccountable  phenomenon,  and  they 
threw  themselves  on  their  faees  on  tl: " 
ground  in  their  fright.  But  there  w: 
one  in  that  company  who  was  ospecia! 
agitated,  and  that  one  was  Saul ;  fi_ 
in  addition  to  the  light  he  heard  the 
voice  of  tho  Savior,  saying  unto  him, 
■■Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutes  t  thou 
me?"  Ho  trembled  at  tho  Bound  of 
the  voice  of  the  majestic  Jesus,  and  in 
hi;  iiTiiililiug  asked,  "Who  art  thou, 
Lord?"  The  reply  came  hack  in  the 
same  tone,  "1  am  Jesus  whom  thou 
pcrsecutcst."  Saul  still  trembling  and 
astonished,  asked  in  humility,  /'Lord, 
what  wilt  thou  have  mo  to  do?"  Jesus 
told  him,  "Arise  and  go  into  the  city, 
and  it  shall  bo  told  thee  what  thou 
must  do."  Ho  arose  at  the  command 
of  Jesus  and  went  into  Damascus.  lie 
did  not  walk  alone,  for  ho  had  boon 
struck  blind— they  who  were  with  him 
led  him  into  (ho  city,  and  into  the 
street  tailed  !',tvai~ht.  av,d  to  the  n 


instructed  in  tho  word  of  life,  and 
informed  more  fully  of  tho  divine  will. 
His  condition  new  was  that  of  an 
awakened  and  cleepiy- convicted  sinner. 
Tho  divine  spirit  aUcnding  the  law  had 
n  the  eyes  of  his  understand!  r:g, 
his  moral  fears,  ;:ud  made  ten- 
der his  conscience.  Ho  saw  himself  a 
condemned  sinner,  and  was  deeply  pen- 
itent Before  God.  He  gives  his  cxperi- 
at  this  point  in  the  following  lan- 
D_.-0e:  "Before  the  law  came  I  was 
alive,  but  when  tho  law  came  sin  re- 
vived and  T  died."  Ho  had  airaunUxl 
himself  before  this  one  of  the  best  of 
men  ;  but  new  he  was  convinced  of  sin, 
deeply  convicted  for  sin,  and  his  sou! 
was  filled  with  anguish  and  sorrow. 
lie  fell,  himself  condemned  to  endless 
rain.  For  three  days  ho  was  without 
sight,  and  did  neither  cat  nor  drink 

God  appointed  Ananias,  a  Christian 
minister,  to  go  to  him  and  a  dm  mister 
spiritual  comfort  in  his  sorrow  of  heart. 
At  first  Ananias  objected,  for  he  had 
heard  of  this  man  as  a  noted  persecutor 
and  blasphemer.  The  preacher  was 
afraid  of  him,  but  God  told  him  to  go  ; 
for  whatever  he  had  been  before  ho 
was  now  an  earnest  enquirer  after 
truth — "behold ho  prayeth."  Ananias 
was  farther  informed  that  this  man 
bad  seen  a  vision,  and  in  the  vision 
had  seen  a  man  of  his  name  coming 
unto  him  and  putting  his  hands  on  linn 
that  he  might  receive  his  sight.  And 
yet  Mill  Ananias  objected ;  hut  his  ob- 
jection was  removed  by  his  being  i.old 
that  this  man  was  a  chosen  vessel  to 
bcr-r  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to 
the  Gentile  world,  and  that  he  who 
had  been  so  noted  as  a  persecutor 
•diould  be  a  great  sufferer  for  the  cause 
of  Christ.  Ananias  then  went  to  the 
place  where  he  was,  and  entering  into 
the  apartment,  said,  "Brother  ban], 
tho  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  appeared 
unto  thco  in  the  way  as  thou,  earnest, 
hath  sent  mo  that  thou  mightest  re- 
ceive thy  sight."  It  was  but  a  few 
moments  until  Paul  was  a  converted 
man,  and  rejoiced  in  God  his  Savior. 
He  at  onee  took  upon  himself  the 
Christian  name  by  submitting  to  holy 
baptism. 

After  fasting  during  his  conviction 
and  penitence,  now  that  the  chama 
that  had  bound  him  were  broken, 
and  the  scales  had  fallen  from  his 
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his  heart,  he  ate  with  the  disciple: 
and  was  strengthened  ;  and  ho  at  onc< 
entered  upon  his  high  and  holy  (-ail- 
ing. He  tarried  awhile  with  the 
brethren  at  Damascus;  and  to  them, 
in  their  synagogues  !lc  first  preached 
the  word  of  life.  TTc  preached  from 
the  beginning  of  his  ministerial 
course  with  power  and  with  the  dem- 
onstration of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
people  of  Damascus  were  astonished 
at  the  power  with  which  he  preached, 
and  at  the  unction  and  success  that 
attended  him.  He  confounded  the 
Jews,  proving  that  Jesus  is  the  very 
Christ,  Acts,  ix;  Gal.  i :  11-24  ■  Acts, 
sxii :  1-16 ;  xxvi :  9-1  i  ;  Romans,  vii : 
8-13. 

Many  of  the  Jews  about  Damascus 
wcro  converted  and  others  of  them, 
in  their  madness,  resolved  to  murder 
him.  They  determined,  if  possible, 
4o  stop  the  circulation  of  his  aston- 
ishing" conversion,  and  his  influence 
and  work  as  a  votary  of  this  new  re- 
ligion. They  therefore  watched  the 
gates  of  the  city  night  and  day,  to 
prevent  his  escape,  or  to  waylay  and 
murder  him.  But  his  friends  sunong 
the  disciples  learned  this,  and  they  let 
him  down  from  a  window  of  a  house 
built  on  the  wall  of  the  city  and  he 
thereby  made  his  escape  in  the  night 
and  directed  Inn.  steps  toward  Jerusa- 
lem. "  He  assayed  to  join  himself  to 
the  disciples. :  but  f hey  were  all  afraid 
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of  him,  and  believed  not  that  he  was 
a  disciple."  It  is  supposed  this  was 
mora  than  two  years  alter  his  conver- 
sion and  he  desired  to  see  Peter,  who 
had  begun  the  great  work  of  convert- 
ing the  Gentiles.  This  was  tlio  great 
work  to  which  he  had  been  called. 
But  Peter,  with  the  other  disciples, 
hesitated  to  receive  him,  and  would 
not,  until  Barnabas  had  introduced 
him  and  declared  his  wonderful  con- 
version. They  then  admitted  him 
into  their  socio ty  and  confidence; 
and,  as  ho  had  preached  with  power 
in  Damascus,  soon  ho  was  proclaim- 
ing Ujs^ doctrines-:  of  the  cross  of 
Christ  in  Jerusalem.  He  went  in 
and  out  before  the  disciples,  develop- 
ing [lie  Christian  cLir actor.  He  dis- 
puted with  the  opposers  of  Christian- 
ity, and  confounded  them,  till  in 
Jerusalem  they  went  about  to  kill 
him.  When  his  brethren,  the  disci- 
ples of  the  church  at  Jerusalem, 


it,  they  consented  to  his  leaving  them 
and  going  to  Cesarea,  or,  rather,  to 
Tarsus.  They  went  with  him  as  far 
as  Cesarea,  and  sent  him  by  ship  to 
Tarsus  in  Cilicia,  his  native  city. 
Acts,  is  :  26-2!) :  sxii. ;  17-21. ;  2d  Cor. 
si:  -31-33;  Gal.  i:  15-21. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Paul 
preached  first  at  Damascus,  the  place 
where  he  had  gone  with  letters  of  per- 
secution. Then  in  Jerusalem,  the 
place  where  he  bad  received  his  let- 
ters and  now  in  the  providence  of 
God,  ho  is  in  Tarsus,  his  native  city. 
and  in  different  parts  of  Cilicia,  for 
five  years,  lie  boldly  preached  the  doc- 
trines of  the  cross  of  Christ. 

Barnabas  was  appointed  by  the 
church  at  Jerusalem  to  go  to  Antioch. 
Under  his  ministry,  there  was  a  glori- 
ous work  of  grace,  and  with  earnest 
exhortation,  and  wholesomo  teaching 
he  established  the  christians  in  the 
Barnabas  then  went  to  Tarsus 

;  Saul,  and  found  him  and 

brought  him  to  Antioch,  to  labor  as 
his  colleague  for  that  church,  and  for 
a  year,  together  they  went  in  and  out 
before  the  people  with  great  accepta- 
bility and  usefulness.  Acts  x:  11-26, 
This  Antioch  church  raised  a  col- 
lection for  the  poor  saints  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  in  Judea.  Their  want  was 
occasioned  by  a  dearth.  Acts  xi :  28. 
Paul  and  Barnabas  were  appointed  to 
bear  the  contribution,  iind  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  elders  of  the  church 
there.  After  they  had  accomplished 
their  mission  at  Jerusalem,  they  re- 
turned to  Antioch,  and  took  with 
them  John,  whose  surname  was  Mark. 
They  had  not  been  long  at  Antioch, 
until  certain  prophets,  directed  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  sent  them  out  to  preach 
the  gospel  in  other  places.  It  is  said, 
'As  they  ministered  to  the  Lord  and 
fasted,  the  Holy  Ghost  said,  separate 
me  Baruahas  and  Paul,  (or  Saul)  for 
the  work  whereunto  I  have  called 
them.  And  when  they  had  fasted 
and  prayed,  they  laid  their  hands  on 
them  and  sent  thorn  away."  The 
names  of  those  prophets  as  given,  are 
Simeon,  Lucius  and  Manaen. 
_  Paul  and  Barnabas  went  to  Seleu- 
cia,  and  from  that  point  sailed  to  Cy- 
prus having  John  Mark  with  them. 
At  balamis,  they  entered  into  the 
Jewish  synagogue  and  preached  Christ. 
I  While  they  were  preaching  i 
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island  of  Cyprus,  a  certain  magician, 
whose  name  was  Barjesus,  withstood 
them;  and  while  the  deputy  of  the 
inland,  Rcrgius  Paulus.  desired  to  hear 
the  word  of  God  from  them,  this  bad 
man  tried  to  turn  him  away  from  the 
faith,  and  as  a  punishment  for  this, 
his  iTK;ted.u (.:■:<:■',  he  w;is  struck  blind. 
Paul  rebuked  him  for  his  wickedness 
in  a  very  cutting  and  severe  manner : 
"0  full  of  subtilty,  and  all  mischief, 
thou  child  of  the  devil,  thou  enemy 
of  all  righteousness,  wilt  thou  not 
cease  to  pervert  t.iio  right  ways  uf  tbc 
Lord.  And  now  behold  the  baud  of 
the  Lord  is  upon  thco,  and  thou  shalt 
be  blind,  not  seeing  the  sun  for  a  sea- 
son. "  and  immediately  upon  the  apostle 
matins?  this  declaration,  a  mist  gath- 
ered about  the  eyes-  of  the  sorcerer, 
and  he  submitted  himself,  an  a  blind 
man,,  to  the  hand  and  will  of  a  guide. 
This  demonstration  of  power  fully 
convinced  the  governor,  and  ho  be- 
came a  convert,  to  Christianity. 

Prom  Cyprus  they  went  to  Pantr 
philia,  where  John  left  them  and 
went  back  probably  to  his  home  and 
to  his  mother  in  Jerusalem.  Paul 
and  Barnabas  went  on  in  their  work, 
and'  the  nest  place  wo  hear  of  them  is 
in  Pisidia.  There  they  entered  the 
Jewish  BTiisisoffuo  oil  tho  Sabbath 
day.  The  rider  oi'  ihe  synrvro^ue  in- 
vited them  to  give  words  of  exhorta- 
tion, whereupon  Paul  after  reading 
the  law  delivered  a  long  address  in 
which  he  preached  the  doctrines  of 
the  cross  of  Christ.  And  the  next 
Sabbath  day  they  went  into  the  syn- 
LWCCffVLO  acaiti  and  t.he  whole  city  came 
together  to  hear  them.  The  Jews 
became  jealous  and  envious  at  the 
vast  con'couvw'  of  Gentile.-:  thai  cai-ie 
together,  and  broke  out  in  opposition 
ufibo  apoiitlcr.  and  their  teachings— 
thev  contradicted  the  apostles  and 
refused  any  longer  to  hear  them. 
They  then  turned  to  the  Gentiles  and 
preached,  and  multitudes  of  them 
believed.  The  Jews  then  stirred  up 
devout  and  honorable  women,  am 
chief  men  of  tho  oity  to  persecute  the 
apostles;  and  they  expelled  them  out 
of  the  coasts.    Acts,  xili. 

They  wont  to-  Ieonium  and  in  the 
syiiu!iOf;ue  there  they  preached  Jesus, 
and  multitudes  of  Jews  and  Greeks 
believed.  Many  miracles  were 
wrought  by  the  apostles  here,  an 


them  was  a  lame  man  who  was  cured 
at  Lystra ;  he  had  been  lame  from  his 
birth  and  had  never  walked.  This 
was  a  very  remarkable  miracle  and 
astonished  tho  multitude-  insomuch 
that  the  people  of  Lystra  took  them 
forgods— they  said  in  the  speech  of 
Lycaonia,  "the gods  have  como  down 
to  us  in  the  likeness  of  men."  And 
they  called  Barnabas,  Jupiter;  and 
Paul,  Mcrcurius,  because  ho  was  the 
chief  sneaker. 

I'ho  idolatrous  people  carried  this 
matter  so  far,  that  the  priests  of  Ju- 
piter brought  oxen  and  garlands,  and 
would  have  dono  sacrifice  unto  them 
but  the  apostles  prevented  it— they 
rushed  out  into  the  mob  and  told 
them  they  were  but  men  like  them- 
selves, and  they  begged  them  to  re- 
frain from  these  demonstrations 
towards  them.  They  tarried  hero  we 
suppose  for  some  time,  and  taught 
and  preached  ;  but  at  length  there 
came  some  Jews  from  Antioch  and 
Ieonium  and  stirred  up  this  people 
against  the  apostle,  the  consequence 
was,  Paul  was  st.on.o-d,  and  they 
dragged  him  out  of  the  city  and  left 
him  for  dead.  But  his  Christian 
friends  gathered  about  him  and  min- 
istered unto  him  and  ho  revived,  and 
next  day  went  in  company  with 

nabaa   to  Derbo.      Ho  preached 

there  awhile  and  returned  again  to 
Lystra,  and  to  Ieonium  and  Antiooli.. 
Iii  all  those  places  where  tho  apostles 
had  been  before  they  labored,  we  are 
informed  "confirming  tho  souls  of 
the  disciples  and  exhorting  them  to 
continue  in  the  faith,  and  that  we 
must  through  much  tribulation  enter' 
heaven."  They  also  preached  in 
Perga  and  Attalia,  and  then  returned 
to  Antioch,  Syria,  in  the  place  where 
they  labored  so  su.cce?s.i.'ui!.y  together 
at  first,  and  there  among  their  breth- 
ren who  sent  them  out,  they  re- 
hearsed how  great  things  the  Lord 
had  wrought  by  them  in  the  places 
where  they  had  been,  and  they  re- 
mained a  long  time  with  the  church 
at  Antioch..    Acts,  xiv. 

"While  they  wore  here,  and  serving 
the  churches  of  Cilieia,  there  were 
certain  persons  who  came  from  Judea, 
pretending  to  fee  sent  by  the  apostles, 
who  taught  that  circumcision,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  Moses  was  necessary 
to  salvation.    Paul  and  Barnabas;  dis- 
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th  they  jramc  to  Troas.     Ilere  Paul  had  the 
council  |  vision  in  which  he  heard  the  Mace- 
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at  Antioch.     The  apostles  and  eldera 

met  together,  and  Pa.nl  and  Barnabas 
rehearsed  in  their  presence  their  la- 
bors and  successes,  and  the  matter 
that  was  referred  to  the  council  was 
discussed,  and  finally  it  was  decided 
that  the  Gentile  converts  were  under 
no  special  obligation  to  observe  the 
ceremonial  law.  They  declared  that 
those  teachers  who  had  harrassed  " 
churches  of  Cilicia  were  false  tea... 
era,  and  that  they  gave  them  no  such 
commandment  as  they  pretended,  that 
Gentile  converts  were  to  be  eireuin- 
eised.  The  council  prepared  a  pas- 
toral address,  or  wrote  a  letter  and 
decree  to  the  churches  of  Antioch, 
Syria  and  Cilicia,  and  sent  it  by  the 
hands  of  Paul  and  Barnabas;  and 
they  sent  with  them 
Silas.      Paul  had  been  cordiall; 

§  Meted,  and  his  actions  fully  endorse!' 
ytho  uposttes  who  were  at  Jerusa- 
lem. They  continued  at  Antioch 
awhile,  and  at  length  Paul  proposed 
to  Barnabas  that  they  should  go  and 
visit  the  churches  (hoy  had  formed  in 
different  places,  lie  readily  agreed 
to  it,  but  ho  insisted  on  having  John 
Mark  with  him.  Paul  was  opposed 
to  Mark  going  with  tlicu,  for  the  rea- 
son that  lie  had  left  them  when  they 
woro  on  tho  tour  of  establishing  (he 
churches.  The  contention  became 
sharp  thai    Ihey  parted  assrmdoi'. 


and  preach  the  gospel  in  Mace- 
donia.    From  Troas  he  went  to  Phil 
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so  snarp  ;iia:.  !hey  p:uted  assrmdoi' 
and  Barnabas  took  Mark  with  him 
and  sailed  into  Cyprus;  and  Paul 
chose  Silas,  and  went  through  Syria 
and  Cilicia  confirming  tho  churches. 
Acts  xv. 

Paul,  and  Silas,  his  companion, 
wont  to  Dcrbe  and  Lystra.  Hero  was 
a  young  disciple,  whose  name  was 
Timothy.  His  mother  was  a  Jewess, 
but  his  father  was  ;i  Greek.  He  se- 
lected him  also  as  a  companion,  hut 
before  taking  him  he  caused  him  to 
be  circumcised,  {hut  he  might  not  bo 
objectionable  to  tho  Jews.  They  then 
went  on  through  the  cities,  delivering 
the  decrees  of  the  council  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  their  labors  wore  greatly 
blessed.  Tho  churches  were  estab- 
lished, and  increased  in  numbers 
daily.  They  went  through  Phrygia 
aad  the  region  of  Galatia,  and  they 


and  near  Pliilippi.  o: 
day,  he  went  to  a  plac_  ,_ 
the  river  side.  He  sat  down  amongst 
those  who  had  resorted  there  and 
taught  them,  and  Lydiawas  converted 
Xii.iis  her  lauuiy  ;  and  many  of  her 
neighbors  and  friends  also.  Lydia 
opened  her  house,  and  offered  its 
hospitalities  to  tho  apostle  while  lie 
stayed  there.  "And  when  she  was 
baptised  and  her  household,  she  be- 
3o  edit  us  saying:  "if  ve  have  judged 
me  to  be  iaithful  to  the  Lord,  come 
and  abide  in  my  house." 

There  was  a  damsel  possessed  with  a 
spirit  of  divination,  that  followed  the 
apostles  about  in  their  labors  day  after 
day,  and  annoyed  them  and  those  who 
attended  them.  Paul  bad  compassion 
upon  her,  and  healed  her.  This  occa- 
sioned much  disatisf action  with  her 
masters,  and  they  proceeded  at  once 
against  the  apostles.  They  dragped 
thera  into  the  market  place,  and  before 
their  rulers,  and  brought  their  accusa- 
tions against,  them.  The  magistrates 
gave  judgment  against  them,  and  after 
beating  them  they  cast  them  into 
prison,  and  made  their  feet  fast  in  the 
stocks.  _  But  undaunted  by  persecution 
and  stripes  and  imprisonment,  at  mid- 
night they  prayed  and  sang  praises  to 
God.  The  prisoners  heard  them,  ancj, 
their  shout  of  praise  astonished  them. 
There  was  an  earthquake  that  shook 
tho  prison  so  furious!;',  that  the  bolts 
flew  back,  and  tho  doors  opened,  and 
the  bonds  of  every  prisoner  were  loosed. 
Tho  terrible  shock  awakened  the  jailor, 
and  springing  from  his  bed,  ho  was 
alarmed  to  see  that  every  door  was  open 
and  every  prisoner  was  loose,  and  sup- 
posing that  all  would  make  their  esaepe, 
and  be  would  he  susnected  of  unfaith- 
fulness, he  was  about  to  kill  himself 
with  his  own  sword,  but  the  voice  of 
Paul  fell  upon  his  ear,  saying,  "Do 
thyself  no  barm,  we  are  all  here." 
The  jailor  then  tremblingly  besought 
the  apostles  to  show  him  the  way  of 
life  :  "  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 
Paul  said  to  him,    "Believe  on  the 
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Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved." 

The  jailor  did  believe,  and  that  night 
he  and  his  whole  family,  were  eon- 
verted  to  G-od,  and  look  on  themselves 
the  christian  name  and  character  in 
holy  baptism. 

The  next  day  I  ho  magistrates  who 
had  condemned  them  ordered  ihe  jailor 
to  give  them  (heir  liberty.  But  Paul 
asserted  his  1'omau  citizenship,  and  de- 
manded that  the  magistrates  who  had 
beaten  them  mi  condemned  should  eovnc 
in  person  and  dismiss  them.  When 
they  heard  that  tlicy  were  Roman  citi- 
zens, they  were  affrighted-  They  (hen 
came  and  besought  tliem  to  go-free  and 
depart  out  of  their  city.  They  accord- 
ingly departed  from  the  prison,  butnot 
■at  oneo  from  the  city,  for  they  went  to 
tho  house  of  Lydia,  and  comforted  the 
disciples  (hat  reswted  there.     Acts,  x\i. 

Erorn  Philippi  they  went  to  Thessa- 
lonica.  Here,  for  three  Sabbath  day.", 
the  apostle  preached  tho  doctrines  of 
■■]■,:■  "■■•■!  :..l,  "reasoned  with'"--"-     ■ 


Jewish  syna- 

fogues.  '  The  consequence  was,  many 
eSeved,  and  the  jealous  and  wicked 
Jews  raised  a  mob  and  assaulted  the 
house  of  Jason,  where  Paid  lodged. 
As  the  mob  did  not  find  Paul  and  his 
companions  there,  they  arrested  Jason, 
and  took  him  before  tho  magistrates, 
under  tho  charge  of  harboring  rebels 
against  the  emperor  and  empire.  But 
he  proved  his  loyalty,  furnished 
rity,  and  was  dismissed. 

The  persecution  being  so  severe,  the 
christians  conducted  Paul  and  Silas  out 
of  tho  city  that  night-,  and  the  nest 
day  they  went  toBcrea  and  began  there 
to  preach  Jesus  in  tho  synagogues  of 
the  Jews.  The  people  of  Berea  were 
more  noble  than  those  of  Thcssaloniea. 
They  beard  tho  apostles  preach  and 
received  their  words  readily,  and 
searched  the  scriptures,  daily  to  com- 
pare them  with  tho  teachings  they  re- 
ceived. Tho  consequence  was,  very 
many  believed,  and  among  them  were 
many  women  and  men  of  note.  The 
Jews  who  were  so  cruel  and  malicious 
at  Thessalonica,  heard  of  their  success 
in  Berea,.  and  they  came  there  and 
stirred  up  the  people  insomuch  that  a 
mob  was  raised  there,  and  the  brethren 
of  Berea  sent  Paul  away.  Silas  and 
Timothy  tarried  awhile  to  instruct 
the  new  converts.  Paul  went  to  Athens, 


from  which  point  he  sent  for  Silas  and 
Timothy,  and  they  immediately  made 
vady  and  went.  But  while  Paul  waited 
for  them,  his  sonl  was  stirred  within 
htm  at  the  idolatry  of  tho  city,  and  he 
could  not  forbear  to  lift  np  his  voice 
against  their  sin.  Tie  went  into  the 
Jewish  synagogues  and  disputed  with- 
them.  Ho  met  the  nhiloso pliers  of  the 
Stoics  and  Epicureans  and  disputed 
with  them.  They  brought  accus;iUyns 
against  him  and  arraigned  him  before 
the  court  of  Areopagus.  A  great  many 
lereons  attended  his  trial,  and  before 
hem  all  he  preached  against  their  idol- 
atry, and  proclaimed  the  doctrine  of 
the  gospel,  and  especially  the  doctrines 
"  the  resurrection  and   tho  judgment. 

s  defense  was  masterly,  ami  resulted 

.._  tho  conversion  of  some..    Dionysius 

the  Arcopegiie  and  a  woman  of  some 

note  named  Damaris  clave  unto  him 

id  believed.     Acts,  xvii. 

Silas  and  Timothy  came  to  Paul  at 
Athens,  and,  as  it  is  thought,  reported 
to  him  the  suffering  of  the  christians, 
especially  at  Thcssaloniea,  which  led' 
tho  apostle  to  write  tho  Epistles  to  the 
Thessalouians,  and  ho  probably  sent 
them  by  the  hands  of  Silas  and  Timo- 
thy, and  caused  them  to  return  to  com- 
fort, and  encourage  them.  Paul  then 
left  Atiiens  and  went  to  Corinth,  where 
preached  with  much  success.    He 

ged  in  Corinth,  at  the  houso  of 
Aquila  and  Priseilla.  Every  _K  abba  th 
day  he  preached  in  the  Jewish  syna- 
gogues, and  among  those  who  were 
converted  hero  were  Stophanus  and  his 
family,  Crispus  and  Gains.  Paul  con- 
tinued here  one  year  and  sis  months. 
He  had  glorious  success  amid  much 
opposition.  Silas  and  Timothy  came 
to  him,  and  were  with  him  in  labor  at 
Corinth  part  of  the  time.     For  some 

Paul  removed  hi:;  lodgings  from 


to  rid  themselves  of  Paul  if  possible. 
They  therefore  accused  him  before 
Galtio,  the  deputy  of  Achia.  They 
charged  Paul  with  being  an  enemy  of 
the  Koman  Governor,  but  Gallic-  gave- 
the  mob  no  encouragement,  and  be  told 
them  ho  would  not  DC  a  judge  for  them 
in  such  matters  as  they  brought  before 
him,  "and  he  drave  them  from  the 
judgment  seat." 

They  then  took  Eostheues,  tho  ruler 
of  the  synagogue,  and  beat  him,  prob- 
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ably  for  letting  Paul  preach  in  the 
synagogue,  but  of  this  Gallic  took  no 
notice.  After  Bome  time  Pan!  de- 
termined to  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  he 
there  at  the  eomingPentecost  season. 
He  went  through  Ephesus,  Ccsarea, 
Antioch,  and  the  churches  of  Galatia, 
and  Phrygia,  and  in  the  churches  he 
strengthened  the  brethren.  Aquila 
and  Prisc-illa  attended  him  as  far  as 
Ephesns,  and  he  left  them  there. 
Acts,  xviii. 

The  account  of  his  travels  and  la- 
bors—his successes  and  persecutions, 
is  recorded  in  Acts,  six  and  xx.  He 
performed  several  miracles  at  Epht 
ens,  and  by  the  laying  on  of  his  hand. 
conferred  the  min-culous  influence  of 
the  Holy  Ghost — such  a:-;  the  gift  of 
prophecy  and  the  speaking  of  lan- 
guages. Demetrius,  a  silver  smith 
that  made  shrines  for  the  temple  of 
Diana,  raised  an  uproar  against  Paul, 
and  brought  on  him  a  severe  trial,  and 
iri--:  H«ppo;;cd  tlu  t  ho  wrote  his  epistle 
to  the  vJaL-'.tiaii:',  from  this  place. 

Paul  loft  Ephesus  after  the  uproar 
was  over,  and  went  to  Macedonia. 
probably  to  Philippi,  and  then  into 
Greece,  where  be  stayed  three  months. 
Lie  left  Philippi  and  went  to  1'roas. 
being  five  days  on  the  route,  and  he 
spent  seven  days  at  Troas.  The  last 
day  bo  spent  there  was  the  Sabbath, 
or  first  day  of  the  week.  He  held  a 
sacramental  meeting  with  them,  and 

S  spared  the  next  day  to  leave  tht 
a  continued  the  services  that  night 
until  after  midnight.     A  young  man 
who  was  in  the  eongregat:' 
fai'sp.  asleep,  ami  being  seatc...  ...t     . 

window  of  the  upper  room  where  they 
were  assembled,  lie  fell  down  and  was 
taken  up  for  dead.  Paul  by  a  mira- 
cle restored  him  to  life.  Paul  then 
pursued  bis  journey.  lie  stopped  at 
Miletus,  and  bad  a  conference  with 
the  elders  of  the  church.  He  spake 
to  them  of  his  trials  and  abundant 
labors,  and  of  the  trials  that  yet 
awaitedi  him,  and  he  exhorted  them 
to  fidelity,  thou  commended  them  to 
God  aud  the  word  of  his  grace.  They 
then  kneeled  down  together  and  after 
an  earnest  prayer  from  the  apostle, 
during  which  they-worc  deeply  affected 
and  wept  sorely,  Paul  and  these 
elders  carted  to  meet  no  more  in  time. 
There  is,  probably,  an  allusion  to 
these  circumstances  and  trials,  in 


'2;  ::.!!'.i:. 


Paul7;;  life.  In  1st  Cor.  x 
1-8;    and  vii:    5-6;  xi 

Paul  then  went  to  Rhodes,  Patara 
and  Tyre,  making  at  each  place  a 
short  stay,  when  he  went  to  Ptole- 
mais,  and  thence  to  Cesarea.  At 
Cesarca,  he  lodged  at  the  house  of 
Philip,  the  deacon,  and  while  there, 
he  was  visited  by  Agabus,  the  prophet 
from  iSudca,  who  prophesied  regard- 
ing the  bonds  that  awaited  Paul  at 
Jerusalem.  The  friends  of  the  anos- 
tie  tried  to  prevent  him  from  going. 
or  rather  to  disuade  him,  but  he 
would  not  bo  stopped,  for  he  was 
ready  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  oven 
death,  for  the  cause  of  bis  adorable 
master. 

At  length  lie  reached  Jerusalem, 
and  was  received  with  cordiality  by 
the  church.  James,  the  apostle,  was 
there,  and  Paul  called  on  him,  and 
the  ciders  of  the  church  assembler* 
together  at  the  house  of  James,  when 
Paul  gave  them  au  account  of  his  la- 
bors and  travels.  He  acceded  to  the 
wishes  of  the  brethren  at  Jerusalem 
to  prepare  himself,  by  purifying,  to 
enter  the  temple.  Seven  days  were 
accomplished,  aud  lie  camo  into  the 
court  of  the  temple  with  his  offerings ; 
hut.  scarcely  bad  ho  ordered  before  he 
was  arrested  for  polluting  the  temple. 
and  they  drew  him  out  of  it  and  shut 
the  doors,  and  they  wcro  about  to  kill 
him,  but  he  was  rescued  bv  Lysias, 
the  chief  captain  of  the  Roman 
Guards.  He  bad  observed  the  up- 
roar in  time  to  Have  Paul  from  being 
killed.  Taking  charge  of  Paul,  Ly- 
sias hurried  toward  tho  castle  with 
him.  Paul  asked  very  courteously 
of  the  captain  the  privilege  of  speak- 
ing a  word.  He  granted  it,  when  tho 
apostle  told  him  he  was  a  Jew,  and 
born  in  tho  famous  city  of  Tarsus. 
Lysias,  hearing  this,  gave  him  the 
privilege  cf  speaking.  He  then  re- 
hearsed his  conversion  and  his  mau- 
ne^of  life  since. 

Tito  Jews  became  very  clamorous 
for  his  blood,  especially  when  bo  de- 
clared his  mission  to  preach  among 
the  Gentiles.  Lysias,  in  order  partly 
to  appease  tho  wrath  of  the  Jews, 
ordered  Paul  to  he  scourged.  Just  at 
this  point  ho  asserted  his  Roman  eiti- 
zenship,  which  alarmed  tho  centurion 
and  led  Lysias  to  have  him  loosed 
and  the  next  day  he  called  a  council 
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of  priests  and  ciders  to  have  Paul  de- 

iiberaMy  tried.     Acts,  xxi. 

As  the  council  were  gathered  to- 
gether the  apostle  appeared  before 
them  aod  began  his  defence.  Acts. 
xxiii.  Scarcely  had  he  begun  his 
speech  when  Ananias,  the  high  priest, 
gave  an  order  to  smite  him  on  the 
mouth.  He  looked  at  him  and  said ; 
L1God  shall  smito  thee,  thou  waited 
wall,  for  sittest  thou  to  judge  me  after 
the  law,  and  commandest  me  to  be 
smitten  contrary  to  law."  This  was  a 
severe  but  merited  rebuke.  Paul 
then  proceeded  with  bis  defence, 
when  the  Pharisees  and  Sadduceea 
fell' to  disputing,  Mil  Lysin.:-i  dismissed 
the  council  and  ordered  Paul  kick  to 
the  castle.  That  night  the  persecuted 
apostle  was  favored  with  a  vision  in 
which  the  Lord  told  him  that  ho 
should  bear  testimony  in  Rome. 

There  was  a  plot,  laid  by  the  Jews, 
to  kill  him.  About  forty  of  them 
vowed  they  would  neither  eat  nor 
drink  until  they  had  accomplished 
their  purpose.  Paul1!!  sister's  son  re- 
vealed the  plot,  and  the  design  of 
these  murderers  was  thwarted.  The 
chief  captain  sent  him  bound  aod 
guarded  to  Cesarea.  to  the  governor. 
Jforix. 

Some  time  after  this  Ananias  and 
others  of  the  Jewish  rulers  came 
down  to  Cesarea  to  prosecute  Paul. 
and  they  brought  with  them  Tertul- 
lus,  an  orator,  who  accused  the  apos- 
tie  as  a  disturber  of  the  peace  and  a 
wicked  profaner  of  the  temple.  Paul 
was  permitted  to  answer  to  the  accu- 
sations, which  he  did  in  a  defence 
before  Felix. 

The  governor  dismissed  (he  trial  for 
that  day,  and  promised  to  bring  it  up 
again  when  he  could  have  Lysias,  the 
chief  captain,  present,  who  had  sent 
him.  Fel is  commanded  the  centurion 
who  had  charge  of  Paul  to  let  him 
have  liberty,  and  let  his  friends  and 
acquaintances  come  to  see  bim  and 
minister  unto  him.  Felix,  and  Bra- 
silia his  wife,  sent  for  Paul  and  heard 
him  reason  of  righteousness,  tempoi 
anee,  and  judgment  to  come,  and  it  i 
said,  Felix  trembled.  He  kept  Paul  yet 
as  a  prisoner. 

When  Fcstus  entered  on  his  govern- 
ment the  apostle  had  been  a  prisoner 
two  years.  The  Jewish  rulers  accused 
Paul  to  him,  and  requested  that  he 


would  send  him  up  to  Jerusalem  for 
trial.  Fcstus  was  unwilling  to  do  that, 
and  bade  them  como  to  Cesarea.  They 
did  so,  but  failed.  Fcstus  then  asked 
Paul  if  he  was  willing  to  go  up  to  Je- 
rusalem and  be  tried.  Ho  certified  his 
unwillingness  by  appealing  to  Nero. 
His  appeal  was  entertained,  and  he  was 
notified  that  he  should  be  sent  to 
Ptome. 

A  littli.;  while  after  this  Agrippa  and 
.s  sister  Bennce  crime  to  pay  Festus  a 
visit.    When  Paul's  ease  was  reported 
to  King  Agrippa  he  desired  to  see  him 
and  hear  for  himself.     Paul  was  there- 
brought  before  Agrippa  and  set 

his  conversion,   his  call  to  the 

ministry,  and  his  labor.  Both  Festus 
and  Agrippa  were  touched  by  the  apos- 
f.lo's  pro-en  t  a  lion  of  bis  cause,  and  es- 
pecially the  king,  for  ho  said,  "Almost 
thou  persuades!,  me  to  bo  a  Christian." 
He  gave  it  as  bis  opinion  that  he  might 
bavo  been  set  at  liberty  if  ho  bad  not 
appealed  to  Cesar,  and  his  appeal  been 
--anted.     Acts,  xsv  and  xxvi. 

Not  long  after  this,  in  company  with 
other  prisoners  he  was  put  on  board  a 
vessel  bound  to  Homo,  under  a  guard. 
Julius,  a  centurion  of  Augustus'  band, 
had  all  the  prisoners  in  his  charge. 
■Julius  was  very  kind  during  the  voyage 
to  Paul.  They  were  afieefced_  by  con- 
trary winds,  but  gained  Lycia,  when 
they  were  put  on  board  of  an  Alexan- 
drian vessel  bound  for  Rome.  Con- 
trary winds,  storms  and  disagreeable 
weather  eame  on  them  so  that  they 
traveled  slowly ;  but  at  length  a  terri- 
ble storm  came  up,  and  they  were 
driven  into  a  small  isiaml  called  Claud  a. 
They  took  down  the  sails,  and  cast  out 
the  tackling.  For  several  days  they 
saw  neither  sun  nor  stars,  the  storm 
continuing ;  and  all  on  board  except 
Paul  were  discouraged,  and  thought 
all  was  lost.  He  was  advised  by  an 
angel  of  God  that  the  lives  of  all  should 
bo  saved,  though  the  vessel  might  be 
an  utter  wreck.  On  the  fourteenth 
night  they  drew  nigh  to  an  island,  cast 
out  their  anchors  and  anxiously  waited 
for  daylight.  There  were  two  hundred 
and  seventy-six  souls,  and  so  far  none 
had  been  lost.  They  weighed  anchor 
and  tried  to  make  the  land,  but  the 
vessel  struck  a  rook  and  broke  in  two. 
The  centurion  ordered  those  who  could 
swim  to  throw  themselves  into  the  sea 
and  swim  to  shore,  and  those  who  could 
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not,  clung  to  broken  pieces  of  plank 
and  made  their  way  to  the  shore,  so 
that  every  one  of  them  escaped— not 
one  life  was  lost.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  island  showed  them  groat  kindness, 
for  they  kindled  a  fire  and  wanned 
them  after  their  exposure  to  the  cold 
and  storm,  and  rain  and  sea.  A  ven- 
omous serpent  canic  out  of  a  bundle  of 
sticks  that  had  bean  cast  on  the  fire 
and  f Listened  on  Pe-id'a  hand.  The  su- 
perstitious inhabitants  of  Melita 
thought  that  circumstance  was  an 
evidence  of  Paul's  guilt,  and  they 
looted  every  moment  for  him  to  die ; 
but  instead  of  that  he  shook  the  viper 
off  and  realized  no  harm.  Then  they 
changed  their  minds  and  said  ho  was  a 
god.  Ho  cured  many  disease-;  of  the 
people  of  the  island,  and  among  them 
the  father  of  Publius  of  n  dangerous 
disease. 

They  tarried  at  the  Island  three 
months,  when  in  a  ship  of  Alexandria, 
which  had  wintered  in  that  Island,  they 
departed  for  Home,  and  landing  at 
Putcoli  they  Curled  seven  days,  during 
which  time  Paul  associated,  with,  the 
brethren  whom  Jio  found  there  when  he 
set  out  for  Borne.  The  brethren  had 
learned  that  he  was  coming,  and  many 
of  them  came  to  meet  him  as  far  ay  the 
"Three  Tavern;-!."  lie  was  greatly  en- 
couraged by  1  t 
christian  fellowship  and  feeling,  "he 
thanked  God  and  took  courage." 
Julius  who  had  had  him  in  charge, 
handed  him  over,  or  delivered  him  to 
the  captain  of  the  guard,  where  for  two 
fullyearshc  was  permitted  to  live  in 
his  own  hired  house  with  the  soldiers 
that  kept  him,  and  all  that  time  he 
preached  the  gospel  to  those  who  came 
to  hear  him. 

Those  who  had  brought  the  accusation 
against  him  in  Jerusalem  did  not  follow 
him  up  and  persecute  him  at  Rome. 
Ho  then  sent  for  the  principal  Jews  of 
Homo  and  laid  ids  case  before  them. 
They  told  him  that  it  had  not  been 
represented  to  them  by  their  brethren 
of  Judea.  Ho  had  occasion  as  he  thus 
represented  the  case,  to  preach  to  them 
the  doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  ho  did 
it  with  a  good  degree  of  success.  Acts 
sxvi.    sxvii. 

Whether  ho  was  released  after  two 
years  imprisonment  and  went  back  into 
tho  countries  where  he  had  formerly 
preached,  and  then  returned  to  Homo 


cannot  certainly  toll.  But  during 
these  two  years,  he  made  many  con- 

■ts.and  among  them  some  of  Cesar's 
.  .u  household.  Tie  had  many  friends, 
who,  when  they  came  to  Rome  minis- 
tered unto  him,  such  was  Ouesiphorus, 
who  sought  him  out.  Onesimus,  Phile- 
mon's runaway  slave,  way  converted, 
and  was  very  useful  to  the  apostle.  He 
wrote  his  epistle  to  Philemon,  and  sent 
it  by  Onesimus.  Kpaphroditus  came 
from  tho  Philippian  church  to  him,  and 
brought  with  him  to  Paul  money  and 
presents  from  the  brethren  at  Philippi. 
About  this  time  Demas  forsook  him, 
and  he  wrote  his  Epistle  to  tho  Philip- 
plans.  Ho  alludes  to  tho  full  of  Demas 
overcome  with  the  world  in  Col.  iv: 
1-1,  2d  Tim.  iv:  10.  He  sent  the 
epistle  by  Epaphroditus  on  his  return, 
Tho  opistlo  to  tho  G-alatians,  ho  sent  by 
Crescens,  and  that  to  tho  Jlphcsians,  by 
Tychicus.  Ho  also  wrote  his  second 
Epistle  to  Timothy  about  this  time,  and 
in  it  desires  him  to  come  to  Borne.  Ho 
did  go  and  was  imprisoned  there,  it  is 
thought,  and  was  afterwards  liberated. 
When  Paul  wrote  his  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  Timothy  waa  the  one  in  whose 
charge  Paul  placed  it. 

Paul  knew  full  well  that  his  end 
was  approaching,  for  which  he  wrote 
his  second  cpisilc  lo  Timothy,  ho  was 
aware  that  Nero  wi:s  greatly  ciirngcd 
at  him,  and  ho  oxpected  a  violent 
death  by  his  hands.  Ho  wrote  "I 
■  am  now  ready  to  he  offered  up,  and 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand. 
I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith,  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for 
mo  a  crown  of  life,"  etc.  It  seems 
when  he  waa  first  tried  before  Nero 
his  friends  all  forsook  him,  for  he 
says  "all  men  foTSook  me."  At  his 
second  trial  he  was  condemned  and 

Eut  to  some  violent  death, hut  exactly 
ow  he  suffered  death  we  do  not 
know. 

The  epistles  of  Paul  are  highly 
commended  by  Peter,  "even  as  our 
beloved  brother  Paul  also  according 
to  the  wisdom  given  unto  him  hath 
written  unto  you,  as  also  in  all  his 
epistles,"  etc.    2d  Peter,  iii :  15. 

Ho  has  been  called  the  great  apostle 
to  the  Gentiles,  because  G-od  selected 
him  as  a  chosen  vessel  to  bear  the 
glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  the  Gen- 
tile world,  and  he  confined  his  minis- 
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tiy  mainly  to  them.  The  treasure  of 
a  measure  of  the  gospel  was  i 
pitted  unto  him  and  ho  used  it,  giv- 
ing God  tho  glory  duo  unto  him.  lie 
did  not  preach,  himself  but  Christ 
Jesus  tho  Lord,  and  of  his  qualifica- 
tions he  Rays,  "  For  God  -who  com- 
manded tho  light  to  shine  out  of 
darkness,  hath  diinod  into  our  hearts 
to  give  tho  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ.'' 

Paul  had  a  largo  degree  of  spiritu- 
ally—occupied  a  high  ::(;)':;;  in  sL'ftcc. 
lie  aay3,  "I  am  crucified  with  Christ. 
I  live,  yet  not  I  hut.  Christ  livcth  iu 
mo;  and  tho  life  which  I  now  live  in 
the  flesh,  I  Jive  by  tho  faith  of  the 
fou  of  God.  And  again  ho  says,  "God 
forbid  that  I  should  glory  save  in  the 
cross  of  our  Lord  tksus  Christ,  by 
whom  tho  world  is  crucified  to  me 
and  I  unto  tho  world,"  Ho  was  bold 
and  ardent  in  his  temperament  before 
his  conversion,  and  so  ho  was  after. 
Ho  wag  as  not^d  as  a  preacher  as  he 
had  been  as  a  persecutor.  Tho  prin- 
ciples of  fivnmer-iL:-,  stability,  decision 
of  character  wove  very  marked  in  his 
whole  ministerial  life.  Ho  stood 
firm  at  his  post  until  his  work  was 
done  —  when  ho  exchanged  earth  for 
heaven ;  the  Borrow  and  trials  of  life 
for  the  rest  and  enjoyments  of  that 
pure  clime  where  tho  wicked  cease 
from  troubling,  and  the  wearied  soul 
is  forever  at  rest. 

PEDAHEL— [Ted'-a-hel.] 

The  son  of  Ammiind,  of  tho  tribe 

of  .Naphtr.li,  wars  one  of  the  princes 
that  a;->;:'icd  .Joshua  and  Lloazar  in 
dividing  tho  land  of  Canaan  among 
tho  tribes  of  Israel.    Sum.  xxxiv :  28". 

PEDAHZTJB— [Ped-ah'aur,]  savior, 

strong  and  pmerrfid,  stone  of  re- 
demption. 
Was  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  and 
the  fatlier  of  Gamaliel  the  prince,  who 

assisted  .Mose:-ii3]  nLimboringtiie tribes 
of  Israel.     Sum.  i;  10. 

PEDAIAH,  1— [Psd-a'-yah,]  re- 
demption of  the  Lord. 

Tho  father  of  Zebudah,  and  grand- 
father  of  Jehoiakim.      2d   Kings 


PEDAIAH,  2  —  Redemption  of  tlie 

The  brother  of  Shealticl  and  uncle 
ofZcrnbbabel.    1st  Chrou.  iii :  18. 

PEDAIAH,  Z— Redemption  of  the 
Lord. 
"Was  tho  son  of  Parosh,  who  assisted 

Nehcmiah  in  building  the  walls  of  the 
eity.    Mch.  iii :  25. 

PEDAIAIi,  4— Redemption  of  the 

Ouo  of  those  who  stood  at  Ezra's 
left  hand  when  ho  read  tho  law  to  the 

people. 

PEDAIAII,  5— Redemption  of  die 

The  father  of  Joel,  a  prince  of  the 
half  tribe  of  Manasseh  in  the  time  of 
David.    latChron.  xxvii:  20. 

PEKAH— n?</-kak,2  he  that  opens,  or 
is  at  liberty. 
Pekah  was  the  son  of  Bemaliah. 

IIo  was  a  general  of  the  king  of  Israel  r: 
army.  2d  Kings,  xv:  25.  Ho  con- 
spired against  I'ckaiah,  the  king  and 
:!cw  him  in  the  palace,  in  Samaria, 
having  as  his  helpers,  Argob  and 
Arioli,  with  fi%  Gileadites.  He  then 
u-nu'ped  authority  and  reigned  as  kins 
in  tho  stead  of  Pekaiah,  and  the  length 
of  his  reign  was  twenty  years.  He  was 
"  wicked  king,  and  his  history  and 

:n,  were  disgraced  with  many  sins. 

'ekub  entered  into  a  league  with 
Rcziu,  tho  king  of  Syria,  to  ves  and 
destroy  oSndah  and  the  house  of  David. 
They  intended  to  conquer  Judah,  and 
make  it  tributary  to  them,  setting  up  a 
king  of  their  own  selection .     Isa.  vii; 

"Wo  have  an  a';-;:;iiir.tir]  2d  Chronicle. 

sviii :  G-10,  of  Pckah's  war  with  Ju- 
dah, in  which  he  stew  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand,  and  took  two  huadred 
thousand  captive;:,  or  prisoners.  But 
ho  was  induced  by  Oded,  the  prophet, 
to  return  tho  prisoners  to  their  own 
land,  clothing  and  feeding  them  out  of 
the  spoils  ho  had  taken,  and  with  great 
humanity  he  conveyed  the  feeble  ones, 

i  asses.  (o  Judea. 

At  length  Tiglath-Pileser,  tho  king 
of  Assyria,  warred  with  Pekah,  the 
king  of  Israel,  and  ho  took  several 
cities  and  carried  the  inhabitants  cap- 
tive to  /  — ■  ' 
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PEKAHTAH—  [Pck-a-hi'-ah,]  ids  flie 
Lorcl  that  opens. 
PEKAHIAII  leonine  tho  ting  of  Israel 
in  the  fiftieth  year  of  Azartah  the  king 
of  Jndah.  Ho  was  the  son  of  Hcna- 
hem,  and  reigned  but  two  years  in  Sa- 
maria. "And  he  did  that  which  was 
evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  :  he  de- 
parted not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam, 
tlio  son  of  Ncba.t,  who  made  Israel  to 
sin."  2d  Kings,  xv:  24.  Ho  was 
slain  by  Pekah,  the  bod  of  Rcmaliab, 
who  had  fifty-two  other.!  associated  willi 
him.  in  the  murder,  when  lie  ascended 
thy  throne  and  reigned  in  the  stead  ©f 
Pekahiab. 

PELATIAH— [Pel-a-tf-ah,]  let.  the 
Lord,  deliver. 
Pelatiah  was  the  son  of  Benaiah, 
Tlio  prophet  Jeremiah  urged  Zedekiah 
to  go  out  and  submit  himself  to  the 
mercy  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  was  be- 
sieging the  city  of  Jerusalem.  Pala- 
tiah,  it  is  supposed,  dissuaded  the  king 
from  doing  so,  and  as  a  punishment 
died.  We  have  also  a.  clear  account 
of  his  sin  and  death  in  Ezek.  si :  1-13, 
from  which  it  appears  that  when 
Ezokiel  came  to  the  east  gate  of  the 
Lord's  house  to  prophesy,  he  saw 
Jaasaniah  and  Pelatiah,  with  twenty- 
three  other  men,  and  the  Lord  told 
him.  that  these  men  had  given  wicked 
counsel  in  the  city  and  that  i  hey  should 
bo  punished  for  it :  ai;d  while  ho  was 
prophesying,  Pelatiah  foil  suddenly 
dead.  Whether  hi.?  companion,  the 
other  prince,  died  thus  auddenl 
wo  cannot  tell. 

PELEG—  [TV-leg,]  division. 

PeleC  was  the  son  of  Eber  and  the 
brother  of  Jot  tan.  In  connection 
with  the  announce  me  nt  of  his  birth. 
it  is  said,  "for  in  his  days  was  the 
earth  divided."  Gen.  x:  25.  Hie 
birth  is  supposed  to  have  been  about 
one  hundred  years  after  the  flood, 
which  was  probably  the  time  when 
tlio  earth  was  divided  among  the  sons 
of  Noah.  In  the  5th  verse  of  the 
chapter  there  is  a  reference  to  this 
division,  when  it  is  said :  "  By  these 
were  the  isles  of  tho  Gentiles  divided 
in  their  lands;  every  one  after  his 
tongue,  after  their  families  in  their 


dispersion   which  took   place    on 
countof  it  in  the  <.hj;!  of  Peleg. 


nations."    There  is  an  allusion  to  the 
of  languages,  and  tho 
■    e.c- 

„  The 
building  of  "Babel  may  have  occurred 
some  time  after  his  birth,  and  his  fa- 
ther may  have  given  him  the  nemo 
which  signifies  division,  under  the 
spirit  of  prophecy.  And,  indeed,  it  is 
understood  that  the  event  did  not 
transpire  until  just  before  Peleg'a 
death,  which  was  probably  more  than 
two  hundred  years  later,  for  ho  was 
'  '  '  years  old  when  lieu,  his  son 
. ..._  .  irn,  and  lived  after  that  two 
hundred  and  nine  years.  Genesis- 
si  :_13,  lft, 

same  as  Phalec,  whom 
Luke  place*;  in  the  gcueulij'j'i;' of  Oh )■!::■.. 
Luke  iii :  35. 

PENINNAH— [Pc-nin'-uah,]iwcctOTis 

PekinnAII  was  one  of  the  wives  of 
Elkanah,  who  was  a  Levite  of  Mt, 
Kphraim,  at  the  time  that  Eli  was  high 

griest  and  the  center  of  worship  was  at 
hiioh,  because  the  ark  of  God  was 
there.  Hannah  was  also  a  wife  of  this 
Levite,  and  was  greatly  loved  by  him— 
loved  beyond  what  Peninnah  was  loved 
—and  yet  tho  latter  had  children,  while 
the  former  had  none. 

They  were  accustomed,  as  tho  wives 
of  this  devoted  Levite,  to  go  with  him 
every  year  to  worship  in  Shiloh,  and  he 
gavo  them  a  portion  to  offer  unto  the 
Lord.  1st  Sam.  i:  4.  "And  when 
the  time  was  that  E";anah  offered,  he 
gave  to  Peninnah  his  wife,  and  to  all 
her  sons  and  daughters,  portions." 
Peninnah  seems  to  have  been  jealous 
of  the  other  wife  of  Klkanah.  She 
saw  that  her  husband  made  Hannah 
his  favorite,  notwithstanding  she  had 
no  children.  And  her  jealousy  led  her 
to  become  an  adversary  to  llannah, 
and  to  provoke  her  sore  because  she 
had  no  children.  Peninnah  certainly 
did  wrong  in  constantly  trying  to  irri- 
tate and  ves  Hannah,  and  so  make  her 
unhappy.  But  she  did  wrong  especially 
to  take  the  opportunity  of  vexing  her 
when  they  were  going  to  tho  annual 
feast  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord.  If 
she  would  provoke  her,  ought  she  not 
to  have  selected  some  other  time  than 
when  making  their  yearly  visits  to 
Shiloh,  thereby  disturbing  the  solemn 
services  of  tho  religious  feast     But 
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tIioT«   was   a    circumstance     . . 
tvitli  Elkanah's  treatment  of  the  two 
wives  that  was  groundwork    for    the 
temptation.     That  was,  when  he  g; 
Penimiah  ami  her  sons  and  daught 
eaeli  a  portion  to  sacrifice,  "unto  Hi 
nail  he  gave  a  worthy  portion,  for  he 
loved.  Hannah."     In  whatever    Han- 
nah's portion  differed  from  the  others, 
it  was  intended  a;  a  special  exhibit. and 
proof  of  especial  love  to  h 

Pv-.-.iUy,  had  Elkanah  .... 
careful  in  his  expressions  of  stronger 
love  for  Hannah  than  for  Pcninnah, 
the  latter  would  not  have  had  the 
jealousy  she  had,  and  hence  would  not 
have  become  the  open  adversary  of  the 
other  wife. 

PEESIS— [Pcr'-sis.] 

Peesis  is  supposed  to  have  been  a 
very  laborious  and  efficient  female  in 
the  church,  saluted  by  Paul  in  closing 
up  his  epistle  to  (he  llomans.  Horn, 
xvi:  32.  "  Salute  the  beloved  Persia, 
which  labored  much  in  the  Lord." 
We  would  suppose  that  she  was  the 
most  noted  for  efficient  labor  of  the 
three  women  sainted  in  that  verse.  Of 
the  other  two  it  is  said  they  labored  in 
the  Lord,  hut  of  Persia,  she  labored 
much  in  the  Lord.  Thus  we  may  sup- 
pose she  excelled  as  a  holy  woman. 

PETER— [Pe'-ter,]  a  rode,  a  stone. 

Peter  was  a  native  of  Bethsaida, 
the  son  of  Jonas  and  the  brother  of 
Andrew.  His  first  name  was  Simon, 
which  continued  to  bo  used  as  his  name 
even  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  after 
his  name  was  changed  to  Cephas,  or 
Peter.  John,  i;  40-42.  Ho  was  a 
married  man  and  lived  at  Capernaum, 
being  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a 
fisherman.  One  of  the  first  miracles 
thai  Christ  performed  at  Cape  omnia, 
which  became  his  place  of  residence,  oi' 
Is  called  "  his  own  city,"  was  that  of 
cut-in;;  Peter's  wife's  mother  of  a  fever. 
Mark,  i :  29. 

After  Andrew  formed  acquaintance 
with  Jesus,  and  was  convinced  that  be 
wn-<  the  promised  Messiah,  he  went  in 
search  of  Simon  and  found  him,  and 
invited  him  to  go  and  see  Jesus.  He 
said,  "We  have  found  the  Messiah. 
which  is,  being  interpreted,  the  Christ," 
Andrew  brought  him  to  Jesus;  and 
when  Jesus  saw  him  he  changed  his 
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name  to  Cephas,  and  they  spent  the 
night  together. 

About  a  year  after  that  Peter  and 
Andrew,  with  the  two  sons  of  Zcbedce, 
were  engaged  in  fishing  on  the  sea  of 
Galilee.  They  had  spent  a  whole  night 
in  fruitless  toil  and  given  it  up ;  pre- 
paratory to  putting  away  their  nets 
they  were  washing  then}.  Jesus  came 
to  them  and  asked  for  the  use  of  their 
fishing  boats  to  sit  in  while  he  taught 
the  people  on  the  shore.  They  granted 
his  request,  and  after  Jeans  had  fin- 
ished his  teaching  he  bade  them  push 
out  from  tho  shore  and  cast  their  net 
into  the  sea  for  a  draught.  They  had 
been  fishing  without  success,  but  yet 
they  made  no  objection. .  They  fol- 
lowed his  instruct  ions  and  east  the  net. 
and  it  was  soon  filled  with  groat  fishes 
—such  a  draw  as  they  had  never  made 
before,  and  yet  the  net  was  not  broken, 
Peter  was  greatly  astonished  at  the 
number  of  fish  taken,  and,  turning  to 
Jesus,  he  entreated  him  to  depart  lion: 
him,  for  he  was  too  holy  to  stay  in  the 
company  of  one  so  sinful  and  polluted 
as  he  was,  Jesus  did  not  depart  from 
Mm  as  requested,  but  on  tho  contrary, 
called  Peter,  with  ins  brother  Andrew, 
and  James  and  John,  tho  sons  of  Zcb- 
to  bo  bis  disciples.     Luke,   v: 

l-ii: 

In  the  account   eiven  of  his  call  to 
follow  Christ,  in  Matt,  iv:  19,  Jesus 
said  unto  them,  "Follow  me  and  i  will 
iaI;o  you  fishers  of  men,"     Petor  and 
is  brother  were  tho  two  first  called, 
and  so  they  were  the  two  first  of  the 
apostles  sent  forth,  and  it  is  quite  likely 
that  (hey  ^(<fn  tho  two  oldest  of  the 
apostles.    They  are  the  first  ones  named 
the  account  and  number  of  the  apos- 
33.    Luke,  vi :  14 ;  Matt,  x  :  2. 
Petor  was  bold  and  ardent  in  his 
temperament, — more  forward  than 
"  the  apostles,  and  he  often  ap- 
pears as  spokesman  for  them',  because 
of  his  natural  ardor,  ho  was  exceed- 
ingly liable  to  rashness.     There  are 
several  circumstances  related  in  the 
history  of    Christ  as  given  by  the 
Evangelists,  setting  this  forth.     We 
have  an  aeoount  in  Matt,  xvi :  22  of 
Peter  daring  to  rebuke  Jesus.     He 
had  told  his  disciples  that  ho  must  go 
to  Jerusalem  and  suffer  much  from 
his  enemies,    and  ho  hilled,  and  the 
third  day  rise  again  from  the  dead, 
'  Then  Peter  took  him  and  began  to 
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rebuke  him  saying,  Be  it  far  from  thee 
Lord,  this  shall  not  ho  unto  thee." 
This  waa  probably  the  first  time  that 
Jesus  had  spoken  plainly  of  his  com- 
ing suffering  and  death.  Peter  in  his 
ardent  love  said,  "  It  shall  never  be 
as  thou  bast  said."'  This  led  Jesus 
very  sharply  to  rebuke  Peter,  "Get 
thee  behind  me  Satan;  thou  art 
offence  unto  me,  for  thou  savor_... 
not  the  things  that  ho  of  God,  but 
thoso  that  be  of  men."  When  Jesus 
came  to  the  disciples  on  the  sea  of 
Galilee  and  Potcr  saw  him  coming, 
on  the  water,  as  soon  as  ho  was  satis- 
fied that  it  was  Jesus,  he  asked  him 
if  he  might  come  to  meet  him.  Me 
saw  his  master  walking  on  the  water 
and  conceived  the  idea  that  he  too 
could  walk  on  it.  Jesus  bade  him 
come,  but  scarcely  had  his  feet 
touched  the  water  until  he  felt  that 
lie  was  sinking.  His  faith failed  him, 
he  felt  that  he  was  sinking  and  cried, 
saying,  "Lord,  eavo  me."  Christ 
put  forth  his  hand  and  saved  him,  but 
rebuked  him  for  bis  lank  of  faith. 
Matt,  xiv :  28,  etc. 

Jesus  asked  his  disciples  at  one  time 
if  they  would  leave  h  i  m ,  as  many 
others  had  done,  "  for  many  of  his  dis- 
ciples went  back  and  walked  no  more 
with  him."  Peter  answered  for  them 
all,  "  Lord)  to  whom  shall  we  go  ?  thou 
hast  the  words  o('  eternal  life.  John, 
vi :  67. 

At  one  time  Christ  was  with  his  dis- 
ciples at  Cesarca  Philippi,  and  asked 
them,  "Whom  do  men  say  that  I,  the 
Son  of  Man,  am?"  They  told  him 
that  some  said  he  was  John  the  Bab- 
tist,  some  said  he  was  Elias,  and  others 
Jeremias,  or  some  one  of  the  prophets; 
but  turning  to  Pet  or,  Jesus  said! 
"Whom  say  ye  that  I  am?"     He 

gromptly  answered,  "Thou  art  the 
hrist,  the  ton  of  the  living  God." 
Jesus  pronounced  it.  blessing  upon  him, 
and  assured  him  that  through  bis  in- 
strumentality the  church  should  be 
built  upon  the  truth  ho  had  thus  con- 
fessed, and  that  "the  gates  of  hell 
should  not  prevail  against  it."  He 
told  Peter  that  be  and  bis  brother 
apostles,  and  their  successors  in  the 
ministry,  should  have  the  power  vested 
in  them  of  founding  and  governing  the 
church.  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  bind 
on  earth,  shall  be  hound  in  Heaven, 
and  whatsoever  ye  shall  loose  on  earth 


shall  be  loosed  in  heaven."    Matt,  xvi: 

13,  &o. 

A  short  time  after  this,  Peter,  in 
company  with  James  and  John,  went 
up  with  Jesus  on  the  mount  of  Trans- 
figuration, and  they  beheld  together 
the  divine  glory  as  it  gathered  about 
tlio  person  of  Jesus  ;  and  they  saw  the 
two  shining  ones  that  represented  the 
patriarchal  and  prophetical  dispensa- 
tions— Moses  and  Ellas.  Peter  knew 
the  heavenly  visitants,  and  said  unto 
Jesus,  "  Lord,  it  is  good  for  ns  to  he 
here.  Let  us  make  three  tabernacles, 
one  for  thee,  and  one  for  Motes,  and 

ic  for  Elias."     Matt,  xvii:  1-4. 

As  Peter's  homo  was  at  Capernaum, 
and  that  was  the  home  of  Jesus,  too, 
they  were  both  enrolled  as  residents, 
and  hence  were  liable  for  tribute.  The 
tax-collectors  asked  Peter  if  his  master 
paid  tribute.    Jesus  knowing  that  the 


him  go  and  cast  a  line  into  the  sea  and 
open  tho  month  of  the  first  fish  he 
caught,  and  he  should  find  a  piece  of 
money  with  which  (it  being  if  sufficient 
value)  lie  should  pay  tribute  for  them 
both.     Matt,  xsvii  :  24,  &c. 

At  one  time  Jesus  was  discoursing, 
probably  to  his  disciples,  on  the  duty 
of  forgiving  injuries  when  forgiveness 
was  sought.  Peter  desired  some  fur- 
ther instruction,  and  asked,  "If  my 
brother  sin  .seven  times  shall  I  forgive 
him?"  Jesus  told  him  be  should,  and 
even  more  than  that— seventy  times 
seven,  or  four  hundred  and  ninety 
times.  The  true  meaning  of  the  Savior 
be  should  forgive  just  as  often  as 
;sary— as  often  as  forgiveness  was 
properly  sought.    Matt,  sviii :  21. 

When  tho  Savior  was  imparting  in- 
struction regarding  the  d wen-fulness  of 
tithes  and  the  danger  to  which  rich 
men  were  exposed, — having  the  case 
of  tho  young  man  who  refused  to  sell 
what  he  bad  and  distribute  to  the  poor 
before  him,— ho  said,  "A  rich  man 
shall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  And  in  order  mora  fully  to 
repress  their  minds  with  tho  danger  of 
iclies,  he  said,  "It  is  easier  for  a 
camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle 
than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God."  The  disciple,"  were 
all  amazed,  and  Peter  returned  to  ask 
what  would  be  their  (the  disciples')  re- 
ward, having  left  all  to  follow  him.  He 
told  Peter  that  if  they  were  faithful 
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they  should  gain  much — they  should 
receive  a  hundred  ibid  in  this  world, 
and  in  the  end  everlasting  life.  Matt. 
six :  23,  &e. 

A_  Httlo  while  before  our  Savior's 
passion  ho  cursed  a  barren  fig- tree,  ami 
in  a  short  time  it  withered  away.  Peter 
pointed  it  oat  to  his  masters  and  re- 
ferred to  the  curse  lie  had  pronounced 
upon  it  because  there  was  no  fruit 
thereon.  Mark,  si :  11,  &c.  And  still 
a  little  later,  Jesus  gave  his  disci  plow  a 
striking  lesson  on  the  virtue  of  humil- 
ity, in  washing  the  disciples'  feet.  Je- 
sus took  a  towel  and  girded  himself, 
poured  water  into  a  basin,  and  began 
the  service.  When  he  came  to  Simon 
Peter  he  refused  to  allow  Jesus  to  wash 
his  feet,  nor  would  ho  yield  until  Jesus 
told  him.  ho  could  have  no  part  in  him 
unless  he  submitted.  Peter  then  said, 
"  Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  my  hands 
and  my  head."    John,  sill:  1,  &c. 

Either  at  this  time,  or  very  shortly 
after,  Jesus  indicated  clearly  that,  one 
of  them  would  betray  him.  They  were 
very  anxious  to  know  which  one  it  was. 
for  they  each  enquired,  "Lord,  is  it 
I?"  Peter  was  especially  anxious  to 
know,  and  he  beckoned  to  John,  the 
beloved  disciple,  who  was  then  leaning 
on  Jesus's  breast,  to  ask  him.  John 
did  ask  him,  and  the  traitor  was 
pr.iim::.!  nut.     John,  xiii :  25. 

On  Thursday  before  Christ's  cruci- 
fixion, Peter  and  John;  under  the  di- 
rection of  Jesus,  went  mto  the  city  to 
prepare  the  Passover,  that  he  might 
eat  with  them  once  more,  and  institute 
tho  sacred  sapper.  Ho  gave  all  the 
necessary  directions,  and  they  following 
them,  soon  had  an  upper  chamber  pro- 
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Soon  after  the  sacred  supper  was 
ended,  Jesus  referred  to  the  i'act  again 
that  one  of  them  would  betray  him. 
Peter,  with  his  accustomed  ardor  and 
rashness,  declared  that  though  all 
others  prove  recreant  to  the  master, 
yet  lie  would  not.  Jesus  told  him  in 
en  ailectkuia.te  manner,  that  Satan  de- 
sired to  have  him  that  he  might  sift 
him  as  wheat,  but  that  he  had  prayed 
for  him  that  his  faith  might  not 
utterly  fail.  Peter  felt  very  confident 
that  he  could  stand— that  his  love  for 


Jesus  would  lead  him  to  prison  and 
to  death.  "Though  I  die  with  thee, 
yet  t  will  not  deny  thee."  Jesus  an- 
swered him  that  the  cook  should  not 
crow  until  he  should  deny  him 
thrice.  John,  xiii:  36;  Matthew, 
xxvi :  31 ;  Luke,  xxii :  31-34.  Shortly 
after  this,  Jesus  retired  to  tho  garden 
of  C-e  tin;  on  a  no.  and  he  took  with 
him  there  Peter  and  James  and  John. 
Just  as  he  had  entered  the  garden  he 
said  to  the  three  disciples,  "Stay  ye 
here,  and  I  will  go  yonder  and  pray." 
It  was  but  a  little  while  till  they  'all 
fell  asleep.  Jesus  waked  them  up 
after  each  of  the  three  prayers  lie  had 
offered  up  to  the  father  in  his  agony, 
with  tho  affectionate  question,  "What! 
could  ye  not  watch  with  mo  one 
hour?"  He  knew  full  well  that  they 
were  willing,  but  were  overcome  with 
sleep.  lie  kindly  said  to  them,  "the 
spirit  Indeed  is  willing,  but  tho  flesh  is 
weak."  It  was  not  long  after  ho 
awoke  them  the  last  time,  until  Ju- 
mob,  o   '       ■ 


ane,  and  approached  the  company-— 
with  the  kiss  of  a  hypocrite  he  desig- 
nated Jesus,  and  the  band  seized  him, 
Peter,  true  to  the  purpose  he  had 
formed,  and  a  little  while  before  ex- 
pressed, determined  to  defend  his 
master.  Ho  took  out  his  sword  and 
cut  off  the  ear  of  Malchus,  the  ser- 
vant of  the  high  priest.  Jesus  re- 
buked him  for  the  rash  aet,  and  hade 
him  put  up  his  sword.  Ho  gave  Pe- 
ter to  understand  that  he  needed  no 
defense  of  that  kind,  nor  was  his  re- 
ion  to  be  propogated  by  the  sword. 
Jlicy  that  take  the  a  \v  o  r  d  shall 
perish  by  the  sword."  As  tho  band 
led  Jesus  away,  Peter  followed  at  a 
distance.  Bu  went  on  to  Caiphas, 
the  high  priest,  and  by  some  means, 
gained  an  entrance  into  the  hall,  and 
mixed  up  with  tho  servants  till  he 
should  learn  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gation. A  damsel  approached  him, 
and  asked  him  if  ho  was  not  with 
5us,  of  Galilee.  Ho  said  he  was 
':.  He  passed  out  into  the  porch, 
and  another  maid  saw  him,  and  ac- 
cused him  of  "being  one  of  the  disci- 
ples of  Jesus.  He  again  denied  it, 
and  confirmed  bis  denial  with  an  oath, 
declaring  he  knew  not  the  man. 
After  awhile,  one  of  the  company  ap- 
proached him,  and  affirmed  that  he 
was  positively  a    disciple  of  Jesus. 
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Several  others  of  the  company  said 
that  they  were  confident  lie  was.  Hie 
speech  !jen'aycdl;.Lin,a.ndfinal]y  akins- 
laan  of  MalchuB,  whose  car  he  had 
cut  off,  one  who  probably  saw  his  act 
and  heard  the  rebuke  of  Jesus  when 
lie  hade  him  put  up  his  swor" 
said  to  Peter,  "Did  I  not  see  thee 
the  garden  ? ' 

At  this  Peter  became  furious  and 
enrsed,  and  swore  that  ho  knew  not 
the  man.  Just  then  the  cock  crow, 
and  ho  remembered  the  words  of 
Jesus,  "before  the  cock  crow,  thou 
shalt  deny  me  thrice."  His  con- 
science smote  him  for  his  wickedness 
and  to  add  to  the  bitterness  of  his 
soul  Jesus  looked  on  him,  Thatgaze 
seemed  to  penetrate  his  inner  heart. 
and  show  him  his  treachery  and  wick- 
edness. He  withdrew  from  the  crowd, 
and  sought  a  place  to  weep.  Hie 
heart  w;is  over-balanced  with  sorrow, 


his  Lord,  yet  he 

was  ;-udtlen  ;    hiss  contrition 

and  genuine.  He  still  thought  well 
of  his  master,  and  his  anxieties  and 
feelings  clustered  about  the  tomb 
where  he  lay.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Kesurrection,  Peter  and  John  heard 
by  the  women  who  went  early  to  the 
sepulcher  that  the  body  was  gone,  and 
(hey  ran  to  the  BQpulchor  to  sec. 
They  ibund  it  as  the  women  had  said. 
The  body  was  gone,  but  the  grave- 
clothes  were  there.  Peter  made  an 
examination,  and  full  of  sorrow  and 
perplexity  the  two  wont  back  to  the 
city  and  reported  to  the  rest  what  they 
had  seen.  The  women  had  been 
charged  especially  to  tell  Peter  that 
Christ  was  risen  from  the  dead.    But 


pies  returned  from  Emuiaus,  they 
found  the  disciples  gathered  together 
and  saying:  "The  Lord  hath  risen 
indeed,  aud  hath  appeared  unto 
Simon."  Soon  after  this  Christ  ap- 
peared unto  all  the  disciples  together 
m  Jerusalem.  Luke  xxiv:  34;  and 
1st  Cor.  xv :  5.  When  Peter  and 
some  other  of  the  apostles  were  fish- 
ing on  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  Jesus  ap- 
peared to  them  on  the  shore.  They 
had  fished  all  night  and  caught  noth- 
ing. He  asked  them :  "  Have  ye  any 
meat?"     They  answered,  no.     He 
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then  directed  them  to  cast  the  net  on 
the  j'ight,  side  of  the  ship-;  they  did 
so,  and  they  were  not  able  to  draw  it 
for  the  multitude  of  fishes.  The  cir- 
cumstance, it  is  likely,  strongly  re- 
minded John  and  Peter  of  their  call 
So  the  ministry,  for  it  was  just  after  a 
miraculous  draught  of  fish.  John 
suggested  to  Peter  that  it  was!  the 
Lord.  Peter  at  once  girt  his  fisher's 
coat  about  him  and  swam  to  the  shore; 
all  anxiety  to  ha  near  him  in  haste, 
Soon  the  cliseipics  all  gathered  about 
T"    "i,  and  they  ate  together  of  the 
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they  had  dined,  Josua  asked  Peter, 
who  by  this  time  was  fully  satisfied  it 
was  the  Savior:  "Simon  son  of 
Jonas,  lovest  thou  mo."  This  ques- 
tion was  asked  him  three  times,  pro- 
bably to  remind  him  of  his  having  de- 
nied him  three  times.  He  answered 
promptly,  but  the  third  time  very  sig- 
nificantly, "Lord,  thou  knowest  all 
things;  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee."  Jesus  thcu  informed  Peter 
that  severe  trials  awaited  him  in  the 
future.  Ho  told  him  that  ho  would 
be  called  to  endure  hoods,  imprison- 
ments, and  even  death  for  his  sake. 
Ho  did  not  shrink,  from  the  task  be- 
fore him,  but  manifested  a  willingness 
to  have  his  faith  thus  tested.  But 
fixing  hin  eyes  on  John,  ho  asked  : 
"Lord,  and  what  shall  this  man  do," 
Ho  wisned  to  know  something  es  to 
tho  future  course  and  fate  of  the  be- 
loved disciple.  John  xxi ;  and  Mark 
xvi :  7,  &c.  Ho  was  present  at  Olivet 
on  the  ascension  morning,  and  was 
one  of  tho  gazing  Galileans  addressed 
by  tho  angels. 

It  was  but  a  little  while  after  the  as- 
cension that  Peter  proposed  to  the  dis- 
ciples to  have  the  place  of  Judas  filled. 
Accordingly  Matthias  was  chosen,  after 
earnest  prayer  to  God  to  direct,  and  set- 
tle for  them  tho  question,  as  they  cast 
lots.  A  fow  days  after  this,  the  Pentc- 
■ost  came -on,  and  Peter  and  his  fellow 
.ipostlcs  were  endowed  with  "power 
from  on  high."  They  received  the 
""  ly  Ghost,  the  promise  of  the  father, 
...  qualify  them  foT  their  mission. 
[There  was  a  vast  concourse  of  Jews 
gathered  in,  from  the  different  parts  of 
tho  empire,  and  Peter  spoke  to  them  as 
did  his  Drethren  in  their  own  language. 

The  other  apostles  may  have  preached 
as  did  Peter,  but  the  Pentecost  ser- 
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mon,  as  recorded,  is  awarded  to  him 
He  defended  Ma  brethren  and  the  exci- 
ted and  happy  multitude,  and  preached 
with  power,  the.  doctrines  of  the  cross 
of  Christ.  A  great  many  received  the 
word,  believed  in  Christ,  and  were 
added  to  the  Lord.  Three  hundred 
thousand  that  day  took  upon  them  the 
nauio  and  character,  in  baptism.     Acts. 

A  remarkable  ease  of  healing  is  next 
recorded  in  the  history  of  Peter.  He 
and  John  were  going  up  Cogetherto  the 
temple,  at  tho  hour  of  prayer,  a  poor 
man  war:  sitting  there,  who  had  been  a 
cripple  from  his  birth,  and  ho  asked 
alms  of  them.  Peter  said  unto  him, 
"  Silver  sad  gold  have  I  none,  hut  such 
as  I  have  give  I  unto  thee.  In  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  Nazareth, 
rise  Up  and  walk."  The  man  waa  al 
once  cared,  and  went  with  them  into 
the  temple. 

Peter  and  John  improved  this  ... 
cumstanee,  and  it  is  thought  that  there 
waa  a  large  addition  that  day  to  the 
church.  But  in  the  evening  the  priests 
and  Sadueees  apprehended  Peter  and 
John,  and  put  them  in  prison,  and  kept 
them  there  until  the  next  morning, 
when  they  brought  them  before  the 
council  and  questioned  them,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  cured  this 
lama  man.  This  afforded  Peter  an  op- 
portunity of  preaching  another  aermon. 
and  he  improved  it.  The  council  waa 
astonished  at  their  answers,  and  at  the 
boldness  and  power,  with  which  they 
spoke,  seeing  they  were  unlearned  men. 
They,  however,  charged  them  to  preach 
no  more  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  But 
Peter  and  his  companion  gave  them  to 
understand  that  they  would  follow  the 
leadings  of  the  divine  spirit,  and  the 
openings  of  divine  providence.  They 
then  threatened  them  further,  and  let 
them  go. 

They  went  at  once  to  their  own  com- 
pany and  reported  all  that  the  chief 
priests  and  elders  had  said,  and  done 
unto  them.  They  all  at  once  joined 
the  two  liberated  apostles  in  praising 
God,  and  they  encaged  in  a  prayer 
meeting,  during  which  the  power  of 
God  was  manifested.  The  very  place 
where  they  were  assembled  was  shaken.; 
and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Believers  were  multiplied 
ereatly,  and  the  poor  christians  about 
Jerusalem,  were  provided  for  by  volun- 


tary contributions,  constituting  a  church 
treasury,  "distribution  was  made  unto 
every  man  according  as  ho  had  need." 
Act?,  iii,  aodiv. 

Among  those  who  sold  their  posses- 
sion and  placed  the  proceeds  in  this 
treasury,  was  Ananias  and  Iris  wife 
Sapphira.  At  least  they  pretended  to 
have  so  done,  but  secretly  agreed  to- 
gether, to  keep  back  a,  pari,  cf  the 
price.  Peter  discerned  their  deception 
and  wiekoi-ncss,  cli-iv/zed  it  upon  them, 
and  they  both  fed  dead  at  hia  feet! 
Peter  no  doubt  improved  this  coiomn 
circumstance  by  preaching  Jesus  to  the 
people,  and  many  of  thorn  believed  on 
him.  Then  the  high  priests  and  Sad- 
dncees  laid  bands  on  Peter  and  his 
brother  apostles,  and  cast  them  into 
prison.  "But  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
by  night  opened  the  prison  doors  and 
brought  them  forth  and  said,  go  stand 
and  speak  in  the  temple  to  the  people 
all  the  words  of  this  life."  They  went 
at  once  and  preached  in  the  courts  of 
tho  temple.  Morning  eamo  and  the 
council  sent  for  them  to  have  them 
tried,  but  to  the  astonishment  of  (he 
officers,  though  tho  prison  doors  were 
all  shut,  tho  prisoners  were  out. 
They  were  wondering  about  this  strange 
affair  when  a  report  eamo  to  them  that 
these  men  were  teaching  in  the  temple. 
The  convened  council  iient for  then:,  and 
when  they  wero  brought  before  them, 
the  high  priest  asked  them  why  they 
had  kept  on  preaching,  after  they  had 
been  charged  to  stop.  Peter  answered 
charging  them  with  tho  murder  of  the 
prince  and  Savior.  He  declared  tho 
resurrection  of  Jesus.  At  this  they 
were  very  much  enraged,  and  took 
council  together  to  slay  them.  Gama- 
liel stopped  forth  and  asked  the  coun- 
cil to  hear  him  a  little  while.  Ho  then 
delivered  an  address  that  induced  them 
to  Jet  the  apostle:;  go.     Acts  v. 

Some  time  after  this  a  severe  perse- 
cution broke  out,  during  which  Stephen, 
one  of  the  seven  deacons  suffered  mar- 
tyrdom. Tho  persecution  scattered 
the  apostles,  and  Peter  and  John  went 
to  Samaria,  where  Philip,  one  of  the 
deacons  had  introduced  tho  gospel. 
There  Peter  detected  Simon  the  sor- 

'asanjmpostcr,andconfoundedhim 

with  tho  most  scathing  rebukes.  Simon 
that  by  tho  laying  on  of  tho  apos- 
tle's hands,  the  Holy  Ghost  was  commu- 
nicated.   He  offered  Peter  money  to 
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invest  him  with  the  same  power,  but 
Peter  raid  to  him.  "Thy  money  per- 
ish with  ihee,  because  thou  hast  thought 
that  the  gift  of  God  may  be  purchased 
witi  money.  Thou  hast  neither  part 
nor  lot  in  this  matter,  for  thy  heart  is 
not  right  in  the  sight  of  God,"  I 
Acta  viii:  9-24.  After  preaching  ... 
different  parts  rf  Samaria  Peter  ant! 
John  ventured  back  again  to  Jerusalem. 
And.  fiie  persecution  having  somewhat 
abated,  probably  because  their  leader, 
Saul  of  Tarsus,  was  converted.  Peter 
went  into  different  parts  of  Jndea, 
Galileo  and  Samaria.  It  is  said  Peter 
"passed  throughout  all  quarters,  and 
came  down  to  Lydda."  In  this  plat 
ho  cured  Eneas  of  the  palsy.  EL 
preached  die  (dually  there  and  at  Saron. 
The  death  of  Dorcas  led  him  to  go  to 
Joppa,  for  the  disciples  there  hearing 
ho  was  at  Lydda  sent  for  him.  He 
went  and  entered  the  apartment  where 
Dorcas  lay  in  the  stillness  of  death. 
There  were  present  a  large  number  of 
her  ijcneiiein'ics  in  the  chamber,  and 
they  showed  Peter  tho  coats  and  gar- 
ments she  had  made  in  her  life  time. 

Peter  put  them  all  out,  and  offered 
up_  an  earnest  prayer  to  God  to  give 
this  good  woman  back  to  the  Joppa 
church.  He  then  l.wde  her  arise  from 
dead,  and  the  arose,  and  the  weeping 
church  was  soon  rejoicing.  Peter 
then  took  up  his  abode  for  a  while  in 
Joppa,  lodging  with  Simon,  a  tan- 
ner, hy  tho  sea  side,  Acts,  is. 
i  While  he  was  residing  here,  Corne- 
lius, the  centurion,  sent  for  him  to 
hear  from  him  words  whereby  he 
should  he  nayed. 

To  prepare  Peter  for  his  mission  to 
Cornelius,  the  Lord  favored  him  with 
a  vision,  in  which  lie  saw  a  great  sheet 
knit  at  tho  four  corners,  in  which 
wore  clean  and  unclean  animals,  and 
si  voice  was  heard  by  him  Baying; 
'  Rise  Peter,  kill  and  cat."  He 
made  objections,  but  his  objecth 
wore  removed  by  the  voice  saying: 
''What  God  hath  elensed,  that  call 
not  thou  common."  This  was  re- 
peated twice,  when  the  sheet  was 
taken  up,  and  Peter  awoke.  Just  at 
the  time  of  his  awaking,  the  messen- 
gers from  Cornelius  arrived,  and  en- 
quired after  him.  He  received  their 
message,  and_  at  once  knew  the  im- 
port of  his  vision,  and  agreed  to  go 
with  them.     He  went  and  preached 


to  Cornelius,  thus  introducing  the 
gospei  into  the  Gentile  world.  He 
was  fully  satisfied  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, for  while  administering  the  word 
of  life,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all 
those  that  heard  the  word.  Corne- 
lius and  his  family  and  friends  were 
baptized.     Acta,  x. 

It  was  soon  noisod  about  at  Jerusa- 
lem, that  Petes-  had  preached  to  the 
Gentiles,  and  they  were  offended. 
"When  became  to  Jerusalem,  they  com- 
plained of  his  course,  but  ho  re- 
hearsed the  circumstances  which  led 
him  to  go  there;  and  ho  told  them  the 
effect  of  his  preaching:  "The  Holy 
Ghost  fell  on  them  as  on  us  at  the 
beginning."  They  were  satisfied, 
"and  glorified  God  saying,  then  hath 
God  also  unto  the  Gentiles  jr.-anted 
repentanco  unto  life."  Acts,  si:  1-18. 
-Not  long  after  this,  P;-.ul  was  in  Je- 
rusalem and  tarried  with  Peter  fifteen 
clays,  during  which  time  they  do  doubt 
conversed  freely  regarding  Paul's  life- 
work— preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
Gentiles. ' 

Aboutthis  time  Herod  killed  James 
and  he  imprisoned  Peter  intending  at 
a  certain  time  to  bring  him  forth  to 
■ '  iqple.  While  ho  was  in  prison, 
■,;  I  '■  <■ ere  ged  in  earnest 
_  '  to  God  for  him.  And  the  very 
night  before  he  was  to  be  executed, 
they  were  praying  in  the  house  of 
Mary,  the  mother  of  John  Mark. 
And  tho  angel  of  the  Lord  went  into 
the  prison  and  waked  Peter,  and  bade 
him  bind  on  his  sandals  and  follow 
him  out.  He  did  so,  for  the  prison 
doors  opened  before  them,  and  soon 
Peter,  with  his  angel  guide  was  in 
the  street.  Ho  went  to  the  house  of 
Mary  and  knocked  at  the  gate.  Ii.hoda 
eanie  to  the  gate,  and  seeing  him  for 
joy  opened  uot  tho  gate,  hut  ran  in, 
and  told  the  company  that  Peter  was 
there.  They  did  not  at  first  believe 
her,  but  as  he  kept  on  knocking,  they 
went  and  opened  the  gate,  and  ho  went 
in  among  them,  andtold  them  how 
that  the  Lord  had  delivered  him. 
Acts,  xii. 

It  js  likely  after  this  Peter  went  to 
Pouting  Galatia,  Cappadoeia,  Asia  and 
Bithynia.  Into  the^e  countries  many 
persecuted  christians  had  fled,  and  to 
i  he.-e  disoiples  called  siranwrs,  he  wrote 
1  t>„(.,„  £.  i     Several 
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years  after  litis  Peter  was  in  Jerusalem 

at  tho  council  that  received  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  and  hoard  the  report  of  their 
labors ;  and  then  set  them  apart,  with 
others  of  their  company,  to  preach  (ho 
Gospel  to  tho  Gentiles  of  Antiooh,  and 
Syria,  and  Oilicia.  Peter  related  in  the 
council  how  that  God  had  first  granted 
the  Gospel  by  hira  to  tho  Gentiles,  and 
ho  insisted  that  they  ought  not  to  im- 
pose any  such  ceremonial  rites  upon  the 
Gentiles  as  circumcision,  &o.  Peter, 
and  James  the  loss,  and  John  gave  Paul 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  agreed 
that  he  should  confine  his  labors  chiefly 
to  the  Gentiles.  Gal.  ii;  9.  Petermet 
Paul  at  Antioch,  some  time  after  (his: 
and  there  was  a  sharp  deputation  be- 
tween thorn.,  regarding  the  Gentile  con- 
verts, and  some  ceremonies  that  Paul 
did  not  approve.  Gal.  ii:  14.  Where 
Peter  traveled  and  labored  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  is  not  certain.  He  wrote 
his  Epistles  to  the  Jews  scattered  about 
in  tho  different  portions  of  country 
named  ir.  1  Peter,  i:  1.  He  finally  died, 
it  i:!  supposed,  by  crucifixion.  Jt  is  re- 
ported of  him  that  ho  asked  tho  priv- 
ilege of  being  crucified  with  his  head 
downwards,  not  being  worthy  to  suffer 
dcatli  as  his  master  did.  His  Epistles 
are  full  of  comfort  to  those  for  whom 
they  were  designed,  and  peculiarly  ap- 
propriate  to  them  in   their  uxilo  and 


.  .  .  .,,____  a  high  position  amoK;;; 
the  apostles,  and  performed  a  great 
work ;  but  it  is  not  truo  that  lie  pos- 
sessed superiority  over  the  others  as  the 
apostatized  church  imagined,  and  thai 
ho  conveyed  this  supremacy  to  succes- 
sors. Ho  had  weaknesses  and  imperfec- 
tions, and  failings  equal  to  any  of  them, 
yet  he  enjoyed  a  favse  degree  of  re- 
ligious experience.  He  often  called  tip 
the  reminiscences  of  his  eventful  life, 
and  it  has  been  said  that  he  never  heard 
a  cock  crow  without  having  grief  revived 
in  his  heart  at  bis  wicked  denial  of  his 
Master.  When  writing  his  2d  Epistle, 
lie  calls  tip  tho  transfiguration  scene, 
and  gives  his  testimony  to  it  again. 
"And  this  voice  which  came  from 
heaven,  Wo  heard,  when  we  were  with 
him  in  the  holy  mount."— i:  18. 

PETHAHIAH— [Poth-a-M'-ah.] 


PETHUEL— [Pefh-ti'-el,]  mouth  or 
persuasion  of  God. 
Wad  the  lathe;-  oi  die  prophet  Joel, 
Joel  i :  1. 

PEULTIIAI— [Pe-ul'-tha.] 

Was  one  of  the  Rons  of  Obed-Edom, 
and  one  of  the  sacred  porters.  1st 
Chron.  xxvi :  5. 

PHAILU-  [Fal'-luJ  admirable, 
hidden. 
Was  the  second  son  of  Reuhen,  and 
is  referred  to  in  Genesis  xlvi :  9.  Ho 
is  one  of  four  sons  named  there: 
"  Hanoch,  Phallu,  Ilezron  and  Car- 
mi."  And  we  learn  from  Num.  xxvi ; 
5,  that  ho  w;ia  silo  head  of  the  family 
of  tho  Phsdluitea. 

PHALTI  —  [Fal'-tiJ  deliverance, 
flight. 

Piialti,  sometimes  called  PllAL- 
TIEL,  was  tho  son  of  Lais h.  Wo 
have  an  account  of  him  in  1st  Sara. 
xsv :  44.  He  was  of  the  city  or  tower 
of  Gallim  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin. 
For  some  cause  Saul,  gave  Michal, 
Dayid's  wife,  to  him,  after  ho  took 
her  away  from  David.  Wo  know 
not  that  he  was  an  ofEccr  in  the  king- 
dom, or  a  man  of  any  special  note. 
Saul  may  have  selected  him,  and 
given  Michal  to  liim,  mainly  because 
lie  was  of  his  own  tribe. 

After  David  was  anointed  king  in 
Hebron,  over  the  house  of  Judah,  a 
war  was  carried  on  between  his  house 
and  the  house  of  Saul,  in  Ishbosheth, 
who  had  been  m'ado  Icing  by  Abncr, 
tho  son  of  Nor,  over  Israel.  David 
waxed  stronger  and  stronger,  and  the 
house  of  Saul  waxed  weaker  and 
weaker.  David  at  length  demanded 
of  Ishhoshcth,  Michal,  nis  wife,  who 
had  been  given  to  Phalti.  Ishboshetb. 
sent  and  took  her  from  her  husband. 
The  separation  from  Michal  greatly 
distressed  Phalti, and  he  followed  her 
crying.  It  was  certainly  very  hard 
for  him  to  he  parted  from  her,  for  ho 
loved  her  greatly.  But  David  was 
her  legitimate  husband,  and  his  in- 
terest in  the  government  demanded 
that  he  should  not  leave  a  princess  in 
tho  possession  of  another  man  who 
was  his  own  legitimate  wife  as  well  as 


i » Google 


!. '-!].". 


[387] 


v:  I ', 


the  daughter  of  a  king.    Hud 

left  her  as  the  wife  of  Phalli,  sue 

might  sometime  have  presented  a 

double  plea  to  Clio  throne. 

When  they  reached  Bahurim,  u„ 
the  way  to  Hebron,  Aimer,  who  had 
Micha!  in  his  eha^e.  bade  l-'halii  go 
busk  again  to  his  home.  He  accord- 
ingly did  so,  and  Michal  was  received 
by  .David  and  numbered  with  hia 
other  six.  wives.    2d  Sam.  iii :  13-1G. 

PHANUEL-JTan-u'-el,]  fme  or 
uxt/m  of  God. 
Pi-iANTjEi  was  the  father  of  the 
prophetess  Anna,  who  entered  the 
temple  .just  after  Simeou  had  given 
his  testimony  to  the  Messiahahip  of 
Jesua.  It  ia  said  "die  spake  of1"™ 
to  .'.ill  them  that  looked  for 


PHARAOH,  1— [Fa'-io,]  thatdispt 

.■res,  that  discovers. 
The  first  Pharaoh  mentioned  in  the 
Bible,  was  that  king  of  Egypt  that  was 
reigning   at   the    time   lhaf,   Abraham 
went  down  into  Egypt  bees 
famine 

Abraham  was  afraid  lest  the  beauty 
of  his  wife,  Sarah,  would  lead  the 
b.gypti'tns  to  kill  him,  that  they  might 
possess  her.  He  said  to  Sarah,  when 
the  Eaypmns  see  thee  (hey  will  say, 
"This  is  his  wife,  and  thev  will  kill  iw 
but  they  will  save  theo  alive ;  say  I 
pray  thee,  thou  art  my  sister. ' '  Abra- 
ham had  fears,  and  they  were  not 
Soundless,  for  as  soon  as  he  reached 
sypt,  her  beauty  was  observed,  and 
and  commended.  The  princes  of  Pha- 
roah  saw  her  and  commended  her  be- 
fore the  king,  and  he  took  her  to  the 
palace,  that,  she  might  he  prepared  to 
t>e  i.irough!,  ]iit;>  his  presence,  and  sup- 
posing that  she  occupied  only  the  rela- 
tion of  sister,  Pharaoh  treated  Abra- 
ham well  for  her  sake.  But  the  Lord 
interfered  on  behalf  of  Sarah's  hus- 
band, by  plagueing  the  king  and  his 
house  with  great  plagues.  Whatever 
these  piagees  wove,  they  were  under- 
stood by  Pharaoh  as  proofs  of  dis- 
approbation, and  he  called  for  Ab"a- 
jiam  and  interrogated  him  as  to  the  re- 
lation Sarah  sustained;  he  frankly  con- 
fessed that  she  was  his  wife,  but  that 
she   was  also   his   sister.     He   very 


Ijkely^  explained  to  Pharoah  as  he 
d;d  ai-rei—.'irJa  to  Abimelech.  Gen, 
xx.:  12.  Then  lie  said.  "  she  is  indeed 
my  sister.  She  is  the  daughter  of  mv 
lather,  but  not  the  daugther  of  my 
mother,  and  she  became  my  wife." 

Pharaoh  more  than  intimat-d  thai  if 
ho  had  told  him  she  was  his  wife,  he 
would  not  have  taken  her.  He  then 
commanded  his  men  concerning  him, 
and  sent  Abraham  away,  and  his  wife, 
and  all  that  he  had.     Genesis,  xii. 

PHARAOH,  2—  That  disperses,  that 
discovers. 
Pharaoh  was  the  king  of  Egypt 

ho  reined  at  the  time  that  Joseph 
a-:;  taken  doira.  enslaved,  and  cast  into 
prison.  This  Pharaoh  had  become 
wroth  with  two  of  his  servants,  the 
chief  butler,  and  the  chief  baker,  and 
had  put  them  in  ward  in  the  captain  of 
the  guard's  house.  Both  of  these  ser- 
vants of  the  king  dreamed  a  dream  and 
were  sad  over  it,  the  next  morning. 
1  ""'"'I  them  why 


Joseph  saw  them,  and  at„ 

they  were  sad.  They  told  him,  and  he 
interpreted  the  dreams,  and  each  dream 
was  ftillilled  according  to  the  interpre- 
tation. 

At  length  Fiiai'iKjbdi'c-aniedadream. 
i'jw  jiiajdeiaiis  and  wise  men  of 
Egypt  were  applied  to,  but  could  not 
interpret  it  for  the  king.  The  chief 
butler,  whose  dream  hadbeen  interpre- 
ted, and  who  had  promised  iaii.hfnl'y 
to  remember  Joseph,  uia.dc  an  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  king  of  bis  fault  in 
forgetting  that  promise,  and  ho  sug- 
gested that  the  dream  be  referred  to 
Joseph.  Pharaoh  accordingly  sent  for 
Joseph,  told  him  his  dream,  and  he  gave 
liim  the  interpretation  thereof.  And, 
as  a  reward,  Pharaoh  set  him  over  all 
the  land  of  Egypt,  to  gather  corn  du- 
ring_  the  seven  years  of  plenty,  for  the 
coming  seven  years  of  famine,  and  he 
put  his  ring  upon  Joseph's  hand,  ar- 
rayed him  in  royal  robes,  and  put  a 
gold  chain  about  his  neck,  and  made 
him  to  ride  in  the  second  chariot.  He 
made  Joseph  nest  to  himself  in  Eaypt, 
gave  liim  the  name  of  Zaph-nath-Paa- 
ncah,  and  gave  him  to  wife,  Asenath, 
the  daughter  of  Potipherah,  the  priest 
of  On. 
When  Joseph's  brethren  went  down 
,  Egypt  to  buy  corn,  and  he  made 
himself  known  unto  them,  and  Pharaoh 
heard  of  it,  he  bade  Joseph  invito  his 
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brethren  and  Ms  father  to  come  down 
into  Egypt,  under  the  promise  that 
they  should  dwell  in  the  best  of  the 
[anil.  He  told  Joseph  to  send  wagons 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  to  bring  their 
little  ones,  and  their  wives,  and  their 
fathers,  and  not  to  ho  careful  about 
their  stuff,  because  the  best  of  tlie  land 
of  Egyr.it,  was  theirs.     As  soon  as  Jo- 


took  five  of  bis  brethren  and  went  into 
the  presence  of  Pharaoh,  the  king,  and 
told  him  they  had  arrived  with  their 
flocks  and  herds,  and  all  that  they  had. 
Pharaoh  asked  the  five  brethren  what 
their  occupation  was,  and  they  told  him 
they  were  shepherds.  Pharaoh  then 
repeated  to  Joseph  what  ho  had  said 
before : — that  the  land  of  Egypt  was 
before  them,  and  to  have  them  make 
choice  of  a  place  to  dwell.  In  a  short 
time  after  their  arrival,  Joseph  intro- 
duced his  aged  father  to  Pharaoh,  who 
was  struck  with  Jacob's  venerable  ap- 
pearance, and  disked  him,  "How  old 
art  thou?" 

After  Jacob  died  Joseph  ciiib,ri!n:o! 
his  body  in  Egypt,  and  certified  hi; 
desire  to  Pbaraoh  to  take  the  remains 
to  the  land  of  Canaan  and  bury  them 
in  the  family  vault  of  his  grandfather. 
So  Ph-raoh  granted  bin  request.  How 
long  Pharaoh  lived  after  this  we  cannot 
toll ;  but  wo  learn  that  after  he  died 
another  king  aroso  who  know  not  Jo 
seph.    Gan.xhi:  I. 

PHARAOH,   3— Tliat  disperses,  that 


PiiAiiAon  was  that  king  of  Egypt 
who  began  sorely  to  oppress  ihc  children 
of  Israel.  Ho  proposed  to  the  Egyp- 
tians that  they  should  deal  wisely  with 
the  Hebrews  and  stop  their  increase, 
lest  if  they  a3  a  nation  wcro  led  into 
war  with  any  other  nation,  they  would 
raise  an  insurrection  and  help  their  en- 
emies to  fight  against  them  and  liber- 
ate themselves.  He  set  taskmasters 
over  them  to- afflict  them  with  burdens 
and  make  them  public  servants;-  for 
under  their  taskmasters  they  built,  for 
Pbaraoh  towns  and  cities.  But  the 
oppression  of  Pharaoh  did  not  have 
the  desired  efreet,  for  the  more  they 
d  them  the  more  they  multiplied 


kill  every  male  child 

of  the  Hebrews  as  eoon  as  born :   but 
these  women  feared  God  and  disobeyed 
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the  king's  orders.  He  then  ordered 
all  liis  people  to  marl;  every  son  that 
was  born  unto  the  Hebrews  and  east 
him  into  the  river,  but  save  the  daugh- 
ters alive.  His  daughter  had  some  of 
the  milk  of  human  kindness  about  her, 
and  when  she  found  a  Hebrew  babe 
floating  in  an  ark  on  the  river  Kile,  she 
adopted  it  as  her  own  sod.  That  child 
was  Moses.  Pharaoh Yj  daughter  edu- 
cated him,  and  ho  remained  with  her 

'"■■■ypt  until  forty  years  of  ago. 

When  Moses  sicvjh.e  Egyptian  who 
is  ii;;litiD«  with  a  Hebrew,  and  Pha- 
...ob.  learned  it,  he  sought,  to  slay  him, 
and  Moses  fled  from  the  face  of  Pha- 
raoh.   Ex.  i  and  ii. 

PHAKAOH,  4r-That  disperses,  that 
discovers. 
Pharaoh  was  the  king  who  was 
.jigniug  in  Egypt  at  the  time  that 
Moses  went  from  Mldian  and  de- 
manded the  emancipation  of  all  the 
Hebrews.  Ho  may  have  been  the 
son  or  grandson  of  the  former  lung. 
Moses  and  his  brother  wont  fearlessly; 
into  his  presence,  and  demanded  of 
him  the  freedom  of  Israel,  "Thus 
saith  the  Lord,  let  my  people  go  that 
they  may  hold  a  feast  unto  me  in  the 
wilderness."  But  Pharaoh  refused. 
They  then  told  him  that  God  had  met 
with  them  and  required  them  to  go 
three  days  journey  into  the  wilderness 
to  sacrifice  unto  him — and  they  re- 
presented the  danger  they  would  ha 
in  if  they  did  not  obey,  via,  their  God 
might  fall  upon  them,  with  pestilence 
and  with  sword.  Pharaoh  talked 
roughly  to  them  and  bade  them  in 
the  stead  of  trying  to  make  the  slaves 
discontent,  to  let  them  alone,  and 
to  their  burdens.     In 


request,  ho  bade  the  task-mastOTS  of 
the  Hebrews  deal  more  hardly  with 
them  and  thereby  quell  any  disposi- 
tion among  them  to  insurrection.  He 
Lade  them  require  the  Hebrews  to 
make  tie  number  of  bricks  they  were 
accustomed  to  make  without  furnish- 
ing them  straw,  which  was  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  Egyptian  bricks. 
They  were  obliged  to  go  all  over  the 
cornfields  and  gather  the  straw  and 
make  the  same  number  of  bricks  as 
when  there  was  plenty  of  straw  rur- 
:  nished  them.  And  they  were  pun- 
,  ished  by  their  cruel  task- masters  when. 
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ihcy  failed,  as  sonic  of  them  did. 
This  led  tlicm  to  complain  of  Moses. 
and  lie  in  turn  prayed  to  God  for  di- 
rection^ God  gave  Moses  directions, 
and  again  lie  went  into  the  presence 
of  Pharaoh  and  wrought  signs  and 
wonders  before  him  to  convince  him 
of  the  truth  and  divinity  of  his  mis- 
sion. The  nest  day  Moses  met  Pha- 
raoh as  he  was  going  out  to  the  water, 
probably  to  bathe  or  to  perform  some 
religious  ablution,  and  he  addressed 
him  again  on  the  subject  of  lotting 
Israel  go,  and  he  gave  him  the  divine 
threatening  of  serious  and  dreadful 
plagues  if  lie  did  not.  Tho  first 
plague  was  visited  upon  Pharaoh  and 
Egypt,  which  was  turning  the  waters 
into  blood  and  slaying  all  the  fish 
and  for  seven  diiys  Mris  plague  afl!ic!c:l 
him  and  Egypt.  The  fish  died 
the  river  stank  so  that  the  .people 
could  not  drink  of  the  water.  The 
whole   land  of  Egypt  was  filled  with 

At  tho   end  of  seven,   days   M 

was  directed  to  threaten  Pharaoh  with 
the  plague  of  frogs,  and  that  plague 
was  visited  upon  him,  and  after  it  the 
plague  of  lice,  then  files,  then  murrain, 
after  that  boils  and.  Mains,  then  hail 
and  locusts-— in  all  eight  plagues  ;  but 
these  did  not  prove  sufficient  to  hum- 
ble tho  haughty  heart  of  Pharaoh,  so 
as  to  induce  him  to  let  the  people  go.. 
God  then  brought  upon  Pharaoh  the 
ninth  plague,  which  was  a  plague  of 
darkness  that  continued  for  three 
days.  And  still  another,  it  was  the 
destroying  angel,  who  passed  through 
the  land  sl:>ying  one  of  every  family 
of  tho  I'lgyplians,  from  the  royal  fam- 
ily to  tho  lowest  family  in  his  realm. 
Under  tho  sorrows  that  pressed  the 
nation,  with  every  familyin  mourning 
for  the  sudden  death  of  its  first-born, 
the  king  called  for  Pluses  and  Aaron, 
and  bade  them  go  with  tho  people 
and  servo  the  Lord  as  he  had  said.. 
Moses  led  the  people  out.  It  was  not 
long  until  Pharaoh  repented  letting 
them  go,  and  pursued  after  them  to 
bring  them  hack.  He  followed  them 
with  the  Egyptian  army  into  the  bed 
of  the  sea,  the  waters  of  which  had 
been  parted  to  make  Israel  a  road, 
and  while  the  whole  Egyptian  army! 
with  the  enraged  Pharaoh  at  their 
head,  were  marching  through,  sud- 
denly the  parted  waters  closed  and 


PHAEAOH,  5— That  disperses,  that 
discovers. 
Pharaoh  was  the  father-in-law  of 
Solomon.  He,  too,  was  a  king  of 
Egypt,  The  king  of  Israel  made 
affinity  with  him,  and  married  his 
daughter,  and  brought  her  after  the 
marriage- into  tho  city  of  David.  1st 
Kings,  iii:  1.     We  have  an  account  in 


slaying  them,  and  then  giving  it  as  a 

present  unto  hi-!  daughter,  Solomon';: 
wife.  And  it  is  likely  this  Pharaoh 
was  tho  one  that  gave  his  wife's  sister 
to  Hadad,  (he  Edomite,  as  a  wife, 
whoso  children  were  raised  up  in 
Pharaoh's  palace,  and  who  in  company 
withlleaon  .and  Jeroboam  wore 
enemies  to  king  Solomon.     1st  Kings, 

PHAEAOH,  t>— That  disperses,  that 
discovers. 
Pharaoh  is  called  Pharaoh-nccho. 

lie  is  referred  to  in  2d  Kings,  xxili 
and  xxiv.  Like  the  other  Pharaohs 
he  was  a  king  of  Egypt.  Ho  went  in 
hi.ttlo  iigiiinsl-  Josiah,  because  he  re- 
fused to  lot  him  pass  through  his  ter- 
ritories. _  They  fought  at  Megiddo, 
and  Josiah  was  mortally  wouuded. 
His  servants  put  him  into  another 
chariot  and  tool;  him  to  Jerusalem, 
where  he  died.  See  2d  Chron.  sxxv: 
■21.  "The  ^n-het:s::iiiotii.tI;iDg,]osiah, 
and  the  king  said  to  his  servants,  have 
me  away,  for  I  am  sore  wounded." 
Jchoahaz  was  made  king  in  the  stead 
of  Josiah,  but  Pharaoh  dethroned 
him,  and  made  Eliakim,  his  brother, 
king,  and  changed  his  name  to  Jehoi- 
akim ;  and  putting  the  land  under 
tribute  he  returned  to  his  own  country. 
In  about  four  years  tho  army  of 
Pharaoh,  was  routed  by  tho  Chaldeans, 
the  city  of  Jerusalem  taken  and  Jehoia- 
kim  was  made  tributary  to  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, while  Pharaoh-nccho  and  his 
army  were  driven  into  Egypt  and  eon- 
lined  there.  Jer.  xlvi,  gives  an  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Pharaoh  and  his  army. 


Pharaoh  is  called  Pharaoh -hophra. 
He  is  supposed  to  hare  been  the  grand- 
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son  of  Pharaoh-necho,  and  to  liavc 
reigned  twenty-five  years  us  tlie  King 
oiKgypt.  Many  of  the  Jcw3  were 
scattered  about  in  lii.-i  dominions,  and 
Jeremiah,  himself  was  at  Tahpanhes 
Hie  royal  city  or  the  city  where  was  the 
palaeo  of  Pharaoh.  Jeremiah  was 
commissioned  to  prophesy  the  downfall 
of  this  kingdom.  Z  c  deli  i  all  depend  ins 
upon  Pharaoh  it)  assist  him,  rebelled 
against  the  King  of  Babylon,  and  re- 
fused to  follow  the  instructions  of 
Jeremiah  the  prophet.  But  when  the 
action,  commenced  the  Egyptian  army 
retreated,  and  left  Zodekiah,  and  he 
was  taken.  The  prophet  was  com- 
manded of  the  Lord  to  say:  "Behold 
I  will  give  Pharaoh- hop!  ira.  King  of 
Egypt,  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
anil  into  the  hands  of  them  that  seek 
hislifo;  as  I  gave  Kcdskiah,  King  of 
Judah,  into  the  hand.!  of  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, King-  of  Babylon,  his  enemy 
and  that  sought  his  life."  Jer.  xiiii 
and  xliv.  Ha  became  exceedingly 
unpopular  with  his  people,  and  it  is 
paid  that  they  turned  against,  and  hated 
hint-  When  he  was  taken  prisoner,  his 
captor  and  conqueror  would  have  dealt 
kindly  with  him,  hut  the  people  would 
not  allow  him.  They  forced  Pharaoh 
out  of  his  haiid<=,  and  strangled  him  to 
death  it  is  said  oner  they  had  made  his 
conqueror,  Amasis  king  in  his  stead. 
Isaiah  xis,  Ezekiel  xsix,  xxx,  xxxi 
andxxxii, 

Pharaoh  was  a  common  name  of  the 
King3  of  Egypt  and  was  aften  added  to 
ether  name:..  It  i-;  said,  i  here  wove  not 
Se :■;;■,  than  slsiy  of  I'kvi.isV  kin:.-;  :■■■'  lh:- 
name,  through  the  various  dynasties  of 
the  empire.  There  is  one  mentioned 
in  the  days  of  Hezekiah  with  whom  be 
made  a  league.  2d  Kings  xviii :  10-21, 
that  was  probably  a  different  person 
from  any  whom  we  have  referred  to, 

PHAK.EZ— [Pa'rez,]  dlvmon,rup- 


I'iiaeez  was  the  trrin  brother  of 
Zarah,  the  son  of  Judah,  by  his 
daughter-in-law,  Tamar.  Genesis, 
xxsviii ;  27.  He  was  not  the  elder  of 
two,  but  the  younger,  hence  the  privi- 
leges and  honors  of  birth  right,  be- 
longed to  Zarah,  and  yet  as  they  were 
twins,  we  may'anppose  that  the  privi- 
leges to  some  extent  were  conjoined, 
Pharez  was  the  one  that  was  in.  "" " 


line  of  Christ's 


Matt 


Like  the  other  two  living  eons  of 
Judah,  he  became  the  head  of  a  pow- 
erful family,  for  when  Israel  came  out 
of  Egypt,  the  tribe  of  Judah  num- 
bered seventy-four  thousand  fighting 
i.    Numbers,  i:  27. 

PI-IE  BE— [Pec' bo,]  rMninff,  pure. 

Pi-IEEE  was  an  early  christian,  am! 
is  very  strongly  commended  by  Paul, 
as  he  closes  up  his  epistle  to  the  llo- 
nians.  Romans,  xvi:  1-2.  Pliobe 
may  have  been  the  bearer  of  this 
epistle,  and  this  language  is  a  strong 
recommendation  for  her  on  the  part 
of  Paul.  It  may  bo  she  was,  as  some 
think,  a  person  of  quality  and  estate, 
of  whom,  there  wero  few  among  the 
early  christians.  And  she  may  have 
had  business  at  this  time  at  Rome, 
where  she  was  a  stranger,  and  hence 
Paul  recorma ended  her  to  their  ac- 
quaintance and  assistance,  so  far  as 
they/ had  it  in  their  power  to  assist  her 
in  her  business.  Re  desired  them  to 
(■"■i'ml  c-hviyiiflii  eouviei-y  io  her,  and. 
give  her  the  hand  of  fellowship.  "  I 
commend  unto  you  oar  sister  Phebo, 
who  is  a  servant  of  the  church,  which 
is  at  Ccnchrea.  That  ye  receive  her 
in  the  Lord  as  beeometh  Saints,  an.d 
that  ye  assist  her  in  whatsover  busi- 
ness she  hath  need  of  you,  for  she 
hath  been  a  sueeorcr  of  many,  and  of 
myself  also."  Here  we  learn  that 
Paul  ce'iiiidered  her  a  sister  in  the 
Lord,  and  a  faithful  iiiember  of  the 
church— one  that  ministered  to  the 
wants  of  those  who  were  in  necessity 
and  who  entertained  the- ministers  of 
Christ  in  her  house. 

PHICOL— -  [Pi'-col.'j  the  mouth  of 

oil.  p'''fi:ction. 
PrriCOf.  was  the  captain  of  the  host 
of  Abimclcch,  the  king  of  Gerar.  He 
was  the  chief  of  Abhnelcch's  officers, 
and  was  associated  with  his  master, 
the  king,  in  exacting  a  solemn  prom- 
ise, or  covenant,  of  Abraham  that  he 
would  deal  kindly  with  him  and  his 
sons,  and  his  sons'  sons,  in  return  for 
the  kindness  he  had  done  him  in  per- 
mitting him  to  dwell  in  his  land,  and 
in  returning  his  wife  Sarah  unto  him. 
Gen.  xx :  xxi.  Abraham  acceded  to 
their  wishes  and  entered  heartily  into 
the  covenant. 
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If.  is  prolwble  that  flic  I'liicol  ] 

tioned  in  Gen.  xxvi:  2G,  is  the  i 

person  that  is  mentioned  above.  He 
was  the  chief  captain  of  Ah unel cell's 
army,  and  is  mentioned  in  connection 
with  Ahuzzath,  one  of  the  king' 
friends. 

PHILEMON—  [Pi-le'-mon,]  that  % 


Philemon  was  a  disciple  of  Christ 
in  the  apostolic  age.  He  lived  at  Co- 
lossc  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
very  wealthy,  and  the  Christiana  held 
meetings  in  his  house.  His  wife  "was 
probably  v.'illi  him  early  converted  to 
the  Christian  faith. 

Philemon  had  a  servant 
uamo  was  OnesirmiB,  who  ran  away 
from  Mm  and  went  to  Bome.  While 
at  Home,  Gnesimus  'was  converted 
under  Paul's  ministry,  and  made  him- 
self qnito  useful  to  Paul  in  his  im 
Sirisonment.  After  he  had  been  with 
^aul  awhile  he  sent  him  back  to 
Philemon,  his  master,  and  wrote  an 
epistle  in  which  ho  relates  the  fact  of 
(ho  servant's  conversion  and  recom- 
mends Philemon  to  receive  him 
kindly  and  forgive  his  errors ;  and  he 
wrote  Philemon  to  charge  what  his 
servant  might  have  wronged  him  ii 
r.mr.Jng  away,  to  his  account.  Set 
the  epistle,  which  is  a  very  affection, 
ate  letter,  lull  of  natural  and  touching 
eloquence. 

If.  is  thought,  by  Mime,  that  Phile- 
mon, Buffered  martyrdom  with  Appia, 
his  wife,  in  the  persecution  under  the 
emperor,  Nero. 

PHTLETTTS  —  [K-le'-tus,]  amiably 
beloved. 

I'niiF/rrs  is  mentioned  by  the  apostle 
Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  Timothy,  (ii :  17, 
&c)  in  connection  with  fly mcnci.it!. 
Philetus  erred  concerning  tlio  truth. 
They  had  embraced,  wc  suppose,  the 
error  of  the  Gnostics,  referred  lo  it! 
1  Tim.  i:  4;  as  also  Titus  iii:  9,  and 
Jude  iv.  In  that  system  there  were 
"fables  and  endless  genealogies, — fool- 
ish questions  and  contentions  and  striv- 
ings about  law."  "For  there  are  cer- 
tain men  crept  in  unawares,  turning  the 
frace  of  God  into  laseiviousness  and 
cnying  the  only  Lord  God  and  our 
Savior  Jesus  Christ."  It  is  said  "they 
say  that  the  resurrection  is  passed 
already,   and  overthrow  the  faith  of 


some."  Paid  exhorts  Timothy  to  shun 
profane  and  vain  babblings— to  bo  sure 
not  to  split  upon  the  fatal  rock  on  which 
these  two  men  had  been  wrecked. 

PHILIP,   l~-[FilMipJ    ■warlike,   a 

lover  oj  horses. 
PniLiP    was  one  of  the  apostles 
called  by  Jesus,  and  a  witness  with 
the  others  of  bis  miracles.     He  was 

of  Tiothsaida,  the  city  of  Andrew  and 
Peter.  Jesus  called  him  to  ho  his 
disciple  and  follow  him,  he  obeyed 
the  call.  He  bad  an  interview  with 
Nathaniel  in  which  he  invited  him 
to  an  acquaintance  with  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  Nathaniel  did  not  believe 
his  report  that  this  person  was  the 
Messiah,  and  he  risked  Philip,  "Can 
any  good  thing  ec.nr:  out  of  Naza- 
reth f  Philip  invited  him  to  come 
and  see  for  himself  and  ho  did. 

When  Jesus  was  about  to  iced  the 
multitude  miraculously  ho  turned  to 
Philip  and  asked  him,  "where  shell 
-■  buy  broad  that  these  may  cat?" 
said  this  to  Philip  with  a  view  of 
proving  him,  for  he  was  Intending  to 
multiply  flic  few  loaves  and  fishes  that 
wore  there.  Philip  answered  Jesus, 
"  Two  hundred  penny-worth  of  bread 
is  not  sufficient  for  them,  that  every 
one  of  them  may  take  a  little."  John, 

Wc  have  an  account  in  John,  xii: 
20,  of  certain  Greeks  coming  to  Jesus 
to  seo  and  converse  with  him.  They 
did  not  at  once  go  into  his  presence 
bat  approached  Philip,  and  asked 
him  to  introduce  them.  Ho  reported 
their  presence  and  desire  to  Andrew, 
and  the  two  together  introduce  them 
to  Jesus. 

At  the  last  supper  he  expressied  a 
csii'o  to  see  the  father's  glory, 
Show  us  the  father  and  ii  siriiieo;':. 
"    Jesus  told  him  that  a    " 


understand  that  ho  had  been  skewing 
forth  the  father  and  hia  glory  in  all 
hit.  works  and  acts.    John,  xv :  S. 

Hia  labors  as  an  apostle  are  not 
narrated  as  are  the  labors  of  some 
others,  but  it  is  thought  be  preached 
the  gospel  in  upper  Asia  and  at  last 
died  a  martyr  at  Hierapolis,  a  city  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Colosso,  where 
Christianity  was  early  planted. 
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PHILIP,  2—  Warlike,  a  lover  of 
horses. 
Philip  was  one  of  tho  seven  dea- 
cons who  -were  all  declared  to  lie  men 
of  "  honest  report— full  of  faith  and 
of  tho  holy  Ghost,"  appointed  to  that 
work  and  office  by  tho  apostle  in.  the 
Jerusalem  church.  Acts,  vi_:5.  We 
have  an  account  in  Acts,  viii :  5,  of 
bis  going  to  Samaria  and  preaching 
Christ  unto  tho  people  there.  Ho 
not  only  preached  but  also  wrought 
miracles  there  —  he  healed  the  sick 
and  cast  out  devils.  Under  hia  min- 
istry there  was  a  glorious  revival  and 
the  whole  eitywas  excited.  "There 
was  great  joy  in  that  city."  Among 
those  who  professed  conversion  it 
city  of  Samaria  was  Simon  tile  ... 
cercr.  Ho  was  afterwards  confounded 
by  the  apostle  Peter,  and  as  we  may 
suppose  excluded  tho  church.  Not 
long  after  this  Philip  was  bidden  by 
an  angel  to  go  toward  the  south,  to 
the  road  that  wont  from  Jerusalem  to 
Gaza,  lie  accordingly  went-  and  met 
a  man  of  Ethiopia,  an  eunuch  of 
great  authority  under  Caudacc,  the 
queen  of  Ethiopia.  Tho  man  was 
engaged  in  reading  the  prophecy  of 
Esaias.  Ho  wont  near  the  chariot 
and  overheard  tho  reading  of  tho 
53d  chanter  of  Isaiah.  Philip  asked 
the  nobleman  if  ho  understood  what 
he  wii.i;  reading — he  readily  acknowl- 
edged he  did  not,  and  supposLi];;  (ho 
stranger  did  understand  it,  from  liis 
having  asked  the  question  ho  invited 
iiim  to  a  scat  in  the  chariot  with  him. 
He  re-read  the  passage  possibly,  then 
asked  Philip  "  of  whom  speaketh  the 
prophet  tins,  of  himself  or  some  other 
man?"  Philip  then  preached  Jesus 
to  the  eunuch,  from  the  prophecies 

The   instructions  were  re . 

humbly  and  believingly,  and  as  tliey 
camo  to  water,  he  said  to  Philip. 
"  See  here  is  water,  what  doth  binder 
me  to  bo  baptized."  Philip  told  him 
he  iniiiht.  be,  if  he  believed!  He  said 
he  did' believe  that  J  ejus  Christ  was  I  be 
son  of  God.  They  wont  down  to  the 
water,  both  Philip  and  tho  eunuch,  and 
bo  baptized  him.  Tho  nobleman  then 
re-entered  his  chariot,  and  the  spirit 
of  tho  Lord  carried  Philip  to  Azotus. 
whore  ho  engaged  in  prea.ehing  the 
gospel,  passing  through  all  the  cities 
till  he  eamc  to  Cesar  ea. 


!]  PHI 

He  lived  at  Cesarea  when  Paul 
stopped  there  on  his  way  to  Jerusa- 
lem, and  that  apostle  entered  his 
house,  and  tarried  there  many  days; 
and  Paul  tells  us  he  had  four  daugh- 
ters who  prophesied.  Where  the  fu- 
ture labors  of  this  good  man  were 
performed,  we  do  not  know.  Acts, 
■"   andxxi:  8-9. 

PHILIP,  3—  Warlike,  lover  of  homes. 
Philip  or  Herod  Philip  was  tho  son 
of  Herod  the  great,  and  of  Mariam- 
ne,  who  was  tho  daughter  of  Simon, 
the  high  priest.  Wo  learn  from  Matt, 
xiv;  3  that  the  Herod  who  laid  hold 
on  John  the  Baptist,  and  cast  him 
into  prison,  had  married  Philip's  wife 
Horodias.  This  Herod  was  the 
brother  of  Philip,  and  John  had  said 
to  him,  "It  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to 
have  her."  She  wa3  so  enraged  at 
this  that  she  induced  Herod  to  itn- 

grison  him.    See  also  Mark,  vi:  17. 
ee  Herod  Philip. 

PBTNEHAS,  J— [Fin'-ne-as,]  a  hold 
countenance. 
thriNEiiAS  was  tho  son  of  Elcazar 
and  the  grandson  of  Aaron,  and  ho  was 
the  third  high  priest  of  the  Jews.  Wo 
have  an  account  in  Num.  xxv:  0,  &e., 
of  his  remarkable  zeal  for  God  and  tho 
religion  of  his  fathers.  There  is  an  ae 
count  given  of  the  Midiatiitisii  women 
coming  into  tho  camp  of  the  Hebrews 
and  leading  the  Israelites  away  to  uti- 
cleanness  and  idolatry.  Zimri,  a  prince 
of  the  Simeonites.  led  Cozbi,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Zur,  a  prince  of  the  Blid- 
ianites,  into  tho  camp  and  into  his  own 
tent.  Phinehas  saw  him  and  followed 
after  him  with  a  javelin  in  his  hand: 
and  approaching  tho  guilty  Zimri  and 
the  heathen  princess  he  thrust  tho  jav- 
elin through  thorn  both,  and  so  tlicy 
died.  It  may  look  like  a  rash  act  on 
his  part,  but  Israel  was  being  seoo:v;od 
at  that  time  with  a.  dreadful  plague-- 
twenty-four  thousand  had  died.  He 
saw  this  demonstration  of  tho  wicked- 
ness that  had  occasioned  tho  plague, 
and  he  rushed  upon  these  destroyers 
of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  Israel 
and  put  them  to  death.  God  approved 
and  rewarded  him  for  it.  Tho  plague 
was  immediately  stopped,  and  God  as- 
signed tho  high  priesthood  to  Phin- 
ehas and  his  family  for  many  genera- 
tions, because  ho  had  manifested  this 
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zeal  and  stayed  his  auger.  Num.  xxv. 
There  is  an  allusion  made  in  Ps.  ovi ; 
30,  31,  to  this  act  of  Phinchas,  and  lie 
is  justified  and  lauded  for  it.  "Then 
stood  up  Phinchas  and  executed  judg- 
ment, and  tie  plague  was  stayed ;  and 
that  was  counted  unto  him  for  right- 
eousness  unto  all  generations  for  cver- 

In  Josh,  xxii,  we  have  an  account 
of  several  princes  who  wore  sent  to  ex- 
postulate with  the  Keuboiiites,  the 
Gadites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh 
regarding  an  altar  they  had  erected  by 
tho  side  of  Jordan,  for  they  were  sus- 
pected as  having  reared  an  altar  for 
idolatrous  purposes.  Phinchas  headed 
tlio  deputation  of  princes,  and  when 
they  were  satisfied  that  the  altar  Ed 
was  not  for  purposes  of  idolatry,  thr.y 
went  back  and  reported  to  their  breth- 
ren, and  they  ui)i:cd  in  praising  God. 

When  the  tribe  of  the  Benjamites 
were  cut  off  on  account  of  their,  conduct 
in  the  affair  of  Gilead,  Phinchas  was 
with  tho  army,  and  enquired  of  the 
Lord  and  received  directions.  Judg. 
ss  :  28.  When  Phinchas  died  he  was 
succeeded  in  tho  office  of  high  priest 
by  his  son. 

PHINTCHAS,  2— A  bold  countenance. 

PniNEHAfj  was  tho  son  of  Eli.  He 
also  was  a  priest,  but  like  his  brother 
was  wicked  before  Got!.  1  Sam.  i;  2,  3. 
The  pons  of  Eli  ministered  before  the 
Lord,  but  though  in  the  same  office  and 
having  tho  example  of  a  good  father, 
they  desecrated  the  sacred  office,  and 
profaned  tho  sanctuary  at  Shiloh. 

Phinehas  and  his  brother  abused  the 
women  that  assembled  at  tho  door 
the  fcibcrnaelc  of  the  coup/relation, 
is  supposed  by  soma  that  theso  wom__ 
assembled  there  for  devotional  purposes. 
Others  suppose  they  were  employed  as 
night  watchers.  Women  were  employed 
about  the  house  of  the  high  priest  in 
our  Lord's  time.  A  woman  kept  the 
door  of  the  palace  of  the  high  priest 
when  Jesus  was  hurried  from  the  Gar- 
den to Caiphas.  Jehnsvlii:  17.  "Then 
saith  the  damsel  that  kept  the  door, 
unto  Peter,"  &c.  Butii 
y,  tins  ancient  custoi 

Eli  heard  of  this  conduct  of  his  sons, 
and  said  unto  ihom,  "'  Why  do  ye  such 
things,  for  I  hoar  of  your  evil  doings 
by  ail  this  people.  May,  my  sons;  for 
it  is  no  good  report  that  I  hear  ye  maki 


the  Lord's  people  to  transgress,"  &c. 

How  affectionate  is  the  admonition  and 
reproof  from  tho  aged  Eli  to  his  erring 
sons.  Eli  was  the  Judge  in  Israel,  and 
might  at  once  have  deposed  his  sons, 
but  he  did  not.  A  prophet  of  God  re- 
iioved  him  becausche  honored  his  eons 
>y  retaining  them  in  the  office  after 
their  flagrant  crimes  complained  of  by 
all  tho  people,  Some  time  after  this, 
while  LvMimd  w<:s  }'<:.;■  a  child,  tho  Lord 
revealed  his  will  to  Eli  through  Samuel, 
in  which  ho  declared  Ms  coming  judg- 
ments against  his  house,  because  of  the 
wickedness  of  his  sons ;  and  God  gave 
Eli  to  understand  that  the  terrible  trial 
■mould  soon  conic  upon  him  of  his  two 
■ons,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  both  dying 
in  one  day.     1  Sam.  iii :  11. 

Soon_ai'ter  this  there  was  a  battle  be- 
tween Israel  and  the  Philistines,  and 
Israel  was  defeated.  Phinehas  and  his 
brother  were  in  the  camp  of  Israel  with 
the  ark  of  God.  They  were  both  slain, 
and  the  ark  was  taken.  The  news  of 
the  defeat  of  Israel  was  taken  to  Eli  by 
a  Benjamite,  nntl  as  soon  as  the  aged 
priest  heard  it,  filled  with  sorrow,  he 
tell  suddenly  from  his  seat  backward  and 
died.  Soon  the  intelligence  reached 
tho  wife  of  Phinehas,  and  she  too  sank 
under  the  sorrows  that  wore  produced 
by  the  news  that  the  Israelites  were  de- 
feated—the ark  of  God  taken  — and 
her  father-in-law  and  her  husband  were 
both  dead. 

The  wile  of  Phinchas  named  her 
son  Ichabod,  just  as  she  was  dying— 
that  name  was  expressive  of  her  own 
sad  feeling,  and  the  facts  as  it  regarded 
her  nation,  viz.,  "The  glory  is  de- 
parted." 

PHLEGON  —  [Phg'-on,]  ft  alow, 

burning. 
Was  a  christian  who  is  merely  men- 
tioned by  Paul  in  bis  salutations  to  the 
Roman  christians.  Bom.xvi:  H.  He 
is  thought  by  some  to  have  been  a 
bishop  of  the  church  of  Marathon. 

PHURAH— [Fu'-rah,]  that  bears 
fruit,  that  gravis. 
PrrcitAii  was  a  servant  of  Gideon, 
and  is  mentioned  in  Jttd,  vii :  ll.  The 
Lord  bade  Gideon  arise  in  the  night 
and  go  down  to  the  camp  of  the  Mid- 
ianites,  and  tako  Phurah,  his  servant 
with  him,  and  he  should  hear  thingsby 
which  he  should  be  strengthened.    He 
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did  so  accordingly  and  the  two  together 
overheard  .1  man  telling  a  dream  to  a 
fellow  soldier,  which  was  interpreted  by 
the  soldier  to  whom  the  dreamer  talked. 
Gideon  was  inspirited  for  his  work  and 
lie  and  Phurah  wont  back  again,  to  the 
camp,  and  that  night  the  Midianites 
were  conquered. 

PHUT— [Fut.] 

1'tfTr?  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Ham, 
hence  the  grandson  of  Noah,  and  is 
referred  to  in  Noah's  posterity.  Gen, 
x;  6.  His  posterity  are  supposed  to 
have  settled  first  in  E.cvpt.  and  that 
they  were  in  league  with,  if  not  in- 
deed .subject  to  the  Egyptians  in  the 
time  of  Hezekiah.  Hahum,  iii:  9: 
''Ethiopia  and  Egypt  were  her 
strength,  and  it  was  infinite.  Phut 
and  Lublin  were  thy  helpers." 

PHUVAH— [Fu'-vah,]  that  bears 

fruit,  that  grows. 
PlTUVAII  was  (lie  ton  of  J>sachar, 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  down   lo   Egypt  to 
dwell.    Gen.  xlvi :  13. . 

PHTCtELLUB— CFi-gel'-luBj^ffi- 

PnYGELLus  is  noticed  in  2d  Tim. 
i;  15,  in  connection  with  Hcrniogenes. 
Tlicy  were  professed  Christiana,  and, 
for  a  time,  the  seeming  friends  of 
Paul.  Whatever  is  true  as  regards 
their  real  character,  it  is  certain  that 
they  Ibraook  Paul  in  the  time  of  his 
distress  and  imprisonment, ae  did  "all 
they  which  were  in  Ask." 

s    uvmul 


Pie, ate,  commcnly  called  Pontius 
Pilate.  He  was  the  successor  of 
Gratus  in  the  government  of  Judea. 
Pilate  is  represented  in  history  as  a  very 

cruel  and  wicked  man  ;  putting  innocent 
people  to  death  and  to  torture,  without 
even  the  form  of  trial ;  and  the  Bible 
history  of  him  is  in  keening  with  this. 
We  have  an  account  in  Luke  siii:  1,  2 
of  his  cruelty  to  certain  Galileans.  He 
had  probably  taken  oiFensc  at  something 
they  had  said  or  done,  and  while  they 
were  in  the  court  of  the  temple,  he 
murdered  them,  and  mingled  their 
blood  with  Jewish  sacrifices,  as  they 
wore  oi'cvcd  in  the  temple. 


When  Christ  was  taken  from  fi-otlise- 
manc  to  Annas  the  father-in-law  of 
Caiaphas,  forjudgment  Annas  refused 
to  judge  him,  and  sent  him  booed  to 
the  acting  high  priest,  and  the  high 
priest  sent  him  to  Pontius  Pilate,  after 
having  bound  him.  John  xviii :  14, 
Lukexxiii:  1. 

The  Jews  brought  their  accusations 
against  Jesus,  the  principal  one  was  for 
sedition  and  heresy  against  the  Boman 
Empire,  and  declaring  himself  to  be 
King.  At  first  Pilate  was  disposed  to 
refuse  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  case. 
He  told  the  Jews  to  take  Jesus  whom 
they  accused  aiidSjutlgo  him  according 
to  their  own  law,  but  (hey  said  no,  "  It 
is  not  hiivlul  fur  us  to  put  any  man  to 
death,"  we  .Jew;;  have  no',  the  power  of 
liih  and  death.  Mo  was  induced  to  en- 
ter into  his  judgment  hall  and  permit 
the  case  to  bo  opened  before  hiin.  He 
then  asked  Jesus,  "Art thou  the  King 
of  the  Jews."  He  answered  the  ques- 
tion by  asking  Pilate  if  he  asked  this 
question  of  his  own  accord,  or  ibr  his 
own  salisfaciion.  "Sayest  thou  this  of 
thyself,  or  did  others  tellifc  thee  of  me."' 
Pilate  told  Jesus  that  the  chief  priests 
of  the  Jews  had  delivered  him  to  him 
forjudgment,  and  ho  desired  to  know 
what  ho  had  done.  Jesus  answered 
him  "  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  ; 
if  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world, 
then  would  my  servants  fight  that  I 
should  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews, 
&c."  Pilate  asked  him  the  Question 
again.  "Art  thou  a  king."  Ho  told 
him  plainly  he  was.  Pilate  then  asked 
him  the  significant  question,  "what  is 
truth,"  but  without  wailing  for  an  an- 
swer, prejudiced  in  favor  of  Jesus  he 
went  out  to  tho  Jews  and  referred  them 
to  a  custom  of  the  Roman  government 
releasing  a  prisoner  to  them  on  tho  oc- 
casion of  their  Passover,  and  he  asked 
them  if  he  should  release  unto  them 
Jesus,  who  styled  himself  the  king  of 
(ho  Jews.  They  all  cried  out  no,  pre- 
ferring Bi.mslibiis  a  jjoied  robber.  Pilate 
then  to  gratify  the  Jews,  scourged  Jesus 
and  permitted  the  soldiers  to  put  a 
crown  of  thorns  upon  his  head,  and  a 
purple  robe  upon  him  in  mockery  of 
royalty,  and  they  said  "Hail  king  of 
the  Jews."  Pilate  then  stood  before 
the  Jews,  and  freely  declared  that  he 
found  no  fault  in  him.  But  the  chief 
priests  were  full  of  rage,  and  cried  out 
caiciiY  him!    ciutiiy himll 
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Pilate  had  made  friends  that  day 
with  Herod,  and  referred  the  case  of 
Jesus  to  him,  and  he  had  found  no 
fault  in  him,  or  if  he  had  found  fault, 
he  had  not  judged  him  worthy  of  death; 
and  lie  referred  them  to  that  fact,  but 
I'ut'y  would  not  be  pacified. 

Pilate  tried  several  methods  to  pre- 
serve the  life  of  Jesus,  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  an  innocent  man. 
The  wife  of  Pilate  had  sent  him  word 
to  have  nothing  to  do  in  condemning 
him;  and,  her  judgment  thus 
pressed,  had  ita  influence  on  him. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  ho  had 
heard  the  Jews  say:  "We  have  a 
law,  and  by  oar  law  he  ought  to  die. 
because  he  made  himself  the  son  of 
God."  This  declaration  had  made 
Pilate  afraid,  and  now  ho  appears  be- 
fore the  Jews  and  again  insists  on 
releasing  him;  but  the  Jews  cried 
out:  "If  thou  let  this  man  go,  thou 
art  not  Cesar's  friend.  Whosoever 
make tli  himself  a  king  spcaketii 
against  Cesar."  Tin's  alarmed  Pilate, 
and,  lest  ho  should  be  reported  on 
and  superceded  a*  the  governor,  he 
went  into  the  judgment  ball  again, 
and,  sitting  in  his  scat,  prepared  to 
give  judgment  against  him.  But,  in 
connection  with  this  act,  he  deter- 
mined to  give  one  more  evidence  of  his 
eonviciions  that  Jessus  was  iuno( 

He  called  for  a  basin  of  wa/er  

washed  his  hands,  saying:  "I  hereby 
declare  my  innocence  of  this  man's 
blood."  Exulting  that  their  hopes 
Were  so  near  being  consummated, 
they  said:  "His  blood  be  on  us. 
and  our  children."  Ho  then  pro- 
nouneed  the  sentence  of  death  upon 
Jesus,  and  the  Jews  took  him  away 
to  crucify  him,  Pilate  wrote  a  title 
and  put  it  on  the  cross ;  and,  in  order 
that  all  who  witnessed  the  crucifixion 
might  read  it  and  understand  it,  the 
inscription  was  written  in  Hebrew, 
and  Greek,  and  Latin.  The  chief 
priest?  were  mortified  at  this  inscrip- 
tion and  asked  Pilate  to  change  it 
from  "Thii;  i-  ihe  kine  of  the  Jew*  " 
to  "He  said,  'I  am  the  king  of  the 
Jews ; ' "  but  Pilate  would  not  change 
it.  When  Joseph  begged  the  body 
of  Jesus,  for  a  decent  burial  and 
honorable  interment,  Pilate  readily 
granted  it.  And  so,  when  the  Jews 
applied  to  him  to  make  the  tomb  se- 
cure, he  granted  them  the  use  of  the 


seal  and  a  guard  of  Roman  soldiers  ; 
and  those  soldiers  performed  faith- 
fully their  work  of  watching  till  the 
divine  power  was  displayed,  breaking 
the  seal  of  Pilate  and  striking  terror 
and  consternation  into  the  soldiers, 
who  fell  back  like  dead  men.  Matt, 
sxvii ;  Luke,  xxiii;  John,  six. 

It  is  supposed  that  Pilate  was 
finally  deposed,  for  his  cruelty,  by  tho 
governor  of  Syria,  and  sent  to  Home 
to  give  an  account  of  his  conduct,  be- 
fore the  emperor.  The  emperor  ban- 
ished him  to  Vienna,  in  Gaul,  where 
lie  was  subject  to  extreme  inconven- 
iences, which  occasioned  such  a  state 
of  mind  that  he  was  driven  to  com- 
mit suicide. 

Pilate  was  a  consummate  hypocrite 
and  coward  or  he  would  never  have 
put  Jesus  to  death,  with  the  impres- 
sions he  had  of  his  innocence. 

PILDASH— [Pll'-dash.] 

Was  the  son  of  Nahor,  and  the 
grandson  of  Terah.    Gen.  ssii :  22. 


Was  one  of  the  ten  sons  of  Hainan 
who  were  slain  by  the  Jews  in  the 
:er   in  Shushm 
"      King  Al__. 
;.iz:  8,13. 

POTIPHAR— [Pof-i-farJ  bull  of 

Africa,  fat  bull. 
PoTiPiiAit  was  an  officer  of  impor- 
tance, for  Pharaoh  the  king  of  Egypt 
at  the  time  that  -Joseph  was  taken 
down  into  Egypt  by  the  Midianitish 
merchants.  He  is  supposed  to  have 
been  captain  of  the  royc!  guards.  He 
bought  Joseph  of  the  Mldianites,  and 
after  he  had  tried  him  found  him  to 
jo  worthy  of  hia  confidence  and 
isteem— for  every  thing  scciued  to 
irosper  in  Joseph's  hands.  Potiphar 
>ad  such  confidence  in  Joseph  that 
te  put  the  entire  management  of  his 


his  hands.  But  the  wife  of  Poti- 
phar blasted  Joseph's  character  with 
a  lie.  Ho  credited  the  charge  brought 
against  Joseph  and  cast  him  into 
prison.    Gcn.xxxvii:  3(1;  Gen.  39. 

POTIPHEEAII— [Pot-i-f  e'-r  a  h ,  ] 

that  scatter.-,  or  ib:m<.>lu\iics  the.  fat. 

POTiPHERAn  was  a  priest  of  On. 

He  was  the  father-in-law  of  Joseph. 
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(Jen.  xli:  45.  Pharaoh  after  pro- 
moting him  gave  him  Asenath,  the 
daughter  of  Potipherah  as  a  wife. 
Ho  was  priest  of  On,  a  city  about 
forty-live  miles  from  Zoan,  the  royal 
city.  He  wan  a  man  of  great  promi- 
nence ami  importance  in  Egypt. 
The  fact  that  the  king  selected  Ms 
daughter  for  a  wife  for  the  man  who 
rode  in  the  second  chariot  of  the 
nation,  and  was  the  governor  of  all 
the  land,  indicates  it.  It  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  this  person  was  the 
same  as  Potiphar,  for  Joseph  could 
hardly  have  been  satisfied  to  marry 
the  daughter  of  a  woman  who  had  so 
wickedly  traduced  him. 

P  RISC  I  L  L.  A  —  [Pris-sil'-lahJ 

ancient,  i 
Prus  cjill  a  with  her  husband 
Aquila  was  originally  of  Home,  but 
banished  by  the  edict  of  Claudius. 
Acts,  x.viii :  2.  They  were  tent 
makers,  and  when  Paul  became 

quainted  with  them  at  Corinth  an 

he  had  learned  in  his  younger  days 
fhe  same  trade,  he  lived  at  their 
house  and  wrought  with  them  at  tent 
making.  Paul  greets  this  woman 
with  her  husband  as  an  "helper  in 
Christ  Jesus. "  Rom.  xvi ;  3.  And 
they  were  his  helpers ;  for  when  the 
eloquent  Apolloa  began  to  preach. 
Priscilla  with  her  husband  took  him 
unto  them  and  expounded  unto  him 
the  way  of  God  mere  perfectly.'1 
They  taught  him  what  they  had 
learned  from  Paul  while  he  resided 
with  them— and  then  gave  him  the 
benefit  of  their  own  experience. 
Acts,  xviii :  26.  So  strong  was  their 
attachment  for  Paul  that  they  even 
laid  "down  their  own  necks.'  The 
apostle  appreciated  their  kindness 
aed  presses  upon  the  church  of  Rome 
the  duty  of  kindness  to  these  noted 
persons,  for  the  benefit  they  had  c 
f erred  upon  the  church  in  saying 


PUA. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  fssfichar,  and 
the  head  of  the  family  in  that  tribe 
called  the  Puaites.    Mum.  xxvi 

PUAH,  1. 

Was  of  the  tribe"  of  Issaehar  and 
the  father  of  Tola,  one  of  the  Judges 
of  Israel.    Jud.  x:  1. 


PTTAH,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  Egyptian  midwives 
who  was  commanded  by  the  king  of 
Egypt  to  put  the  male  children  of  the 
Israelites  to  death,  as  soon  as  thev 
were  born.    Ex.  i :  16.    [See 


PTJBLIUS— [PnlrMi-us, 

"Was  the  governor  of  Mclita  or  Malta, 
the  Island  on  which  Paul  and  his  com- 
panions were  cast  when  shipwrecked 
on  the  way  to  Rome.  Paul  cured  his 
father  of  a  dangerous  disease.  Acts 
xsviii:  8. 

PUL— Bean ,  d&'fi' v.<: l <';/; i. 

a  was  the  first  King  of  Assyria 
that  invaded  the  kingdom  of  Israel. 

Wo  have  an  account  of  that  invasion  in 
!>d  Kings  sv :   10- 

Mannhem  prevailed  on  Pel  to  with- 
draw his  troops,  by  giving  hint  one 
thousand  talents  of  silver.  He  waged 
war  with  the  Rcubcnites,  Gaditos 
End  the  half  tribe  of  Manassah,  con- 
quered (hem  and  carried  thorn  away 
captive.     1st.  Chron.  v:   28. 


RAAMAff—  [Ra'-a-mi    „  „ 
thunder,  evil,  bruising. 
i'AAir.UF  !.-;>■■;  l  In:  iuiiit  h  ;■  on  of  Cush. 

G-en.  x:  7.  His  sons  that  arc  men- 
tioned arc  Shcba  and  Padan,^  both  of 
which  became  heads  of  powerful  tribes. 
The  former  it  is  thought  settled  beyond 
ihcKujihratef',  and  the  latter  in  Arabia, 
on  the  confines  of  Idumcca.  It  is 
likely  that  the  posterity  of  Raamah 
carried  on  a  trade  with  the  Syrians  in 
spices,  precious  stones  and  gold,  &o. 
In  Ezek.  xxvii:  20,  &c  it  is  said 
Pedan  was  thy  merchant  in  precious 
clothes  for  chariots.  The  merchants  of 
Sheba  and  Raamah,  they  were  thy 
merchants:  they  occupied  in  thy  fairs 
with  chief  of  all  spices,  and  with  all 
precious  i tones,  nv.d  gold." 

RABSARIS—  [BaV-sa-risJ  grand 
master  of  tliA  eunuchs. 

RABSARI8  was  one  of  the  servants 
of  the  king  of  Assyria,  associated 
with  Tartan  and'  Rabsho.keh  in  send- 
ing an  insulting  and  blasphemous 
message  to  King  Ilea ekiah.  2d 
Kins*,  xviii:  17. 
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B AB S I-I A  K  E H— [Rab'-sha-keh,] 

Cwp-hevrcr  r.f  the  prince,   c.ham- 

Rahsiiakeii  was  one  of  the  princi- 
pal generals  of  Sennacherib,  the  king 
of  Assyria.  We  have  an  account,  in 
2d  Kings,  xviii,  of  Hcaekiah,  the 
king  of  Judah,  making  an  effort  to 
shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  As- 
syria. Sennacherib  invaded  his  king- 
dom and  took  the  fenced  ci.tics  of 
Judah,  and  then  besieged  Jerusalem. 
tie  capital.  Hezekiah  had  sent  a 
message  to  him.  asking  him  to  desist, 
with  the  promise  that  he  would  pay 
him  any  tribute  he  would  impose. 
He  accordingly  imposed  a  tribute  of 
three  hundred  talents  of  silver  and 
thirty  talents  of  gold ;  but  he  violated 
his  agreement  and  still  warred  with 
Hezekiah.  Sennacherib  sent  Rab- 
shakeh  with  an  insulting  and  blaa- 

Shcmous  message  to  the  king  of  Ju- 
ah.  It  was  in  effect:  "Sneak  ye 
now  to  Hezckiah.  Thus  saith.  the 
great  king,  the  king  of  Assyria: 
What  confidence  is  this  wherein  thou 
trusted?  Thou  sayest.  I  have  coun- 
sel and  strength  for  the  war.  Now, 
on  whom  dost  thou  trust  that  thou 
rebellcst  against  me?  Now,  behold 
thou  trustest  upon  the  staff  of  this 
bruised  reed— even  upon  Egypt,  on 
which,  if  a  roan  trust,  it  will  go  into 
his  hand  and  pierce  it.  So  is  Pha- 
raoh, king  of  Egypt,  unto  all  that 
trust  in  him," 

Kabshakeh  insinuates  to  Hezckiah 
that  ho  had  offended  Jehovah  in  re- 
moving the  high  places  and  breaking 
down  the  altars,  cutting    down  the 

f roves  and  breaking  in  pieces  the 
razen  serpent,  thereby  depriving  the 
people  of  their  religious  rights.  He 
added  to  this  another  insult :  "  Were 
I  to  give  thee  two  thousand  Assyrian 
horses,  couldst  thou  find  riders  for 
them?  How,  then,  canst  thou  think 
of  being  able  to  stand  against  my 
master  in  war?"  Ho  added  yet  to 
this  insult  and  injury  by  trying  to 
'  e  the  people  believe  that,  God'had 


make  tL- ... 

departed  (Von 


il  and  hail  become 
allied  with  the  Assyrians.  And  in 
order  that  this  speech  might  have  the 
effect  upon  the  peoplo  to  stir  them  up 
to  sedition,  Rabshakch  roado  it  in  the 
Jews'  language,  .Kliakhn,  and  Shcb- 
nah,  and  Joali,  who  represented  Hez- 
ekiah  in  this  conference,  asked  him 


to  speak  i__  __. 
they  understood  it"  But  Rabshakeh 
spoke  the  louder  in  the  Jews'  lan- 
guage.    The  people  were  instructed 

by  their  king  not  to  answer  Rab:<ha- 
kch,  and  they  did  not,  "  They  held 
their  peace  and  answered  him  not  a 
word.  '  Thus  the  conference  ended, 
and  TleKekiah's  representatives  re- 
turned to  him.  God  understood  their 
cause,  and  Judah  was  delivered,  for 
the  destroying  angel  slew,  in  the  camp 
of  the  Assyrians,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-livo  thousand  men. 

RACHEL— [Ra'-chel,]  a  s/asep. 

Rachel  was  the  younger  daughter 
of  Labanand  the  beloved  wife  of  the 
patriarch  Jacob.  When  Isaac  called 
Jacob  unto  him  and  confirmed  the 
blessing  that  had  been  pronounced 
upon  him,  when  lie  supplanted  Esau 
his  brother,  he  charged  him  to  go  to 
Padan-aram,  and  to  the  family  of  his 
uncle  Laban,  and  take  a  wife  of  his 
daughters-  and  he  did  so. 

After  a  long  and  fatiguing  journey, 
iring  which  ho  had  his  ladder 
dream  —  and  entered  into  a  special 
covenant  with  the  Cod  of  his  fathers, 
in  which  he  pledged  himself  to 
give  to  G-od  the  tenth  part  of  all  he 
should  have  if  prospered— he  arrived 
safely  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city 
where  Laban  dwelt.  He  saw  three 
extensive  flocks  of  sheep  in  a  field- 
where  was  a  well  that  afforded  watcr 
for  watering  the  sheep.  He  saw  some 
men  near  tho  well,  and  he  approached 
them,  and  entered  into  conversation 
with  them.  He  asked  who  they  were 
and  where  they  lived.  They  an- 
swered him—when  he  asked  them  if 
they  knew  Laban  the  grandson  of 
Manor,  they  told  him  they  did.  He 
then  asked  them  of  Laban's  health; 
they  answered  "He  iswell;"  and  then 
they  proceeded  to  say,  "Behold 
I':ic:Tiel  birf  daughter  comei.li  with  the 
sheep."  She  was  probably  then  in 
sight,  and  Jacob  the  wearied  '"-"■-■ 
looks  for  the  first  time  u\ 
beniuiful    liinsv.'oman.      The 


ing  the  stranger  standing  there  she 
probably  wondered  who  it  was.  Be- 
fore he  made  himself  known  unto 
Eachel  his  cousin,  he  assisted  the 
shepherds  to  roll  off  the  stone  from 
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Rachel  and  lifted  up  his  voice  and 
wept,"  She  had  no  doubt  often  beard 
her  father  Laba:i  speak  of  Rcbekah 
his  sister,  and  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances under  which  she  left  Na- 
Lor  in  the  charge  of  Eleazar,  to 
become  a  wife  for  Isaac.  As  soon  as 
Rachel  learned  who  ho  was  "  she  ran 
and  told  her  father."  Soon  Lahan 
was  at  Jacob's  side,  giving  him  strong 
evidences  of  his  feeling  for  him  as 
his  nephew.  And  Jacob  became  an 
inmate  of  Labaii^  house,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family. 

It  was  not  long  after  Jacob  arrived 
in  the  family  of  Laban  until  his  affec- 
tion was  kindled  toward  Rachel — and 
that  affection  ripened  into  thoughts 
of  marriage.  As  ha  had  come  to 
Mesopotamia  to  procure  a  wife,  it  is 
likely  ho  thought  of  Rachel  from  the 
time  he  first  met  her  by  the  well  and 
assisted  in  watering  the  flocks,  until 
Laban  asked  him  what  wages  he 
should  pay  him,  he  said,  "I  will 
serve  thco  seven  years  for  Rachel  thy 
younger  daughter."  The  agreement 
was  made  and  the  service  was  per- 
formed, and  though  Jacob  was  sadly 
disappointed  bv  a  fraud  practiced 
upon  him  in  giving  him  the  older  sis- 
ter, Leah,  yet  in  a  few  days  he  was 
made  the  happy  husband  of  Rachel 
also. 

After  the  marriage  Rachel  w  a  s 
greatly  troubled  that  she  was  not  blessed 
with  children,  as  her  sister  Leah  was. 
And  she  gave  Bilhah,  her  handmaid  to 
Jacob  to  wife  and  claimed  her  two 
children  as  her  sons,  naming  them  Dan 
and  Naphtali.  But  afterwards  Rachel 
hare  a  son,  the  illustrious  Joseph  who 
became  governor  of  Egypt,  and  the  de- 
liverer nl'  his  ft  i hers  family. 

When  Jacob  had  been  greatly  blessed, 
and  his  flocks  and  herds  bad  increased, 
ho  determined  to  so  back  to  the  land 
of  his  father  and  to  the  home  of  his 
youth,  with  his  wives  and  children  and 
ii'.I  his  substance. 

Rachel  in  the  preparation  for  do- 
partnre,  which  preparation  waa  unknown 
to  Laban  committed  a:i  offence  in  steal- 
ing her  father's  images,  and  she  man- 
aged to  hide  her  theft,  when  Lahan  fol- 
towing,   overtook  them  and  examined 


all  their  stuff.  Jt  may  he  as  some  sup- 
pose, that  her  object,  in  taking  them  was 
to  break  up  a  system  of  idolatry  that  he 


had 


i  the  u 


i  ho  r 


_...  Or  it  may  be  that  she 
thought  their  flight  would  bo  detected, 
and  the  direction  they  had  taken  would 
1)0  indicated  in  some  way,  by  these 
gods  that  ho  was  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sulting, and  she  wished  her  husband  to 
succeed,  in  his  endeavor  to  get  away 
irom  !hcii'_fafher. 

When  Jacob  was  about  to  meet 
Esau,  his  brother,  and  was  in  dread  lest 
he  was  yet  angry  with  him  and  would 
destroy  him,  ho  showed  his  partiality 
for  Rachel  and  her  sou  by  placing  them 
as  the  last  in  the  train.  Gen.  xxxiii : 
2.  "And  he  put  the  handmaids  and 
their  children  foremost,  and  Leah  and 
her  children  after,  and  Rachel  and 
-Joseph  hinderiuost," 

Shortly  after  Jacob  arrived  in  his 
own  land,  Rachel  died  at  Ephrath.  She 
had  given  birth  to  a  son,  and  named  him 
Benoni,  the  same  was  Benjamin  the 
youngest  of  the  twelve  patriarchs. 
Because  of  her  death  and  burial  at 
Ephrath,  whichis  Bethlehem,  tho  city 
has  been  called  the  city  of  Rachel. 
When  Christ  was  horn,  or  shortly  after 
it,  as  by  the  edict  of  Herod  the  young 
children  were  plain.  It  is  said,  "In 
Rama  was  there  a  voice  heard,  lamenta- 
tion and  weeping  and  great  mourning, 
Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,  and 
would  not  be  c     "       '    ' 


RAGTJEL— [Rag'-u-elJ  ■ 
friend  of  God. 

lt-AGUSt./or  J1ei:el,  was  the  father- 
in-law  of  Moses.  Ex.  ii ;  18.  After 
Moses  had  helped  the  daughters  of 
the  priest  of  Midian  to  water  their 
flock,  "  they  came  to  Reuel,  their  fa- 
ther." He  asked  them  how  they 
came  so  soon,  and  they  answered  that 
on  Egyptian  had  helped  them. 

The  name  Eaguel  occurs  in  Num. 
x :  29.  Bloses'  father-in-law  is  called 
Jethro  in  Ex.  iii:  1,  and  Hobab  in 
Judges,  i :  lti.  [See  Hobab,  Jethro, 
and  Renal.] 

RAIIAB— [Ra'-habJ  prowl,   strong, 
quarrelsome. 
Raiiab  was  a  Canaanitish  inn- 
keeper in  the  city  of  Jericho,  who 
received  the  spies  that  Joshua  sent 


oyGoogle 


RAH  [i 

and  concealed  them  from,  the  gaz< 
and  knowledge  of  the  citizens  of  Jer 
ieho.  "And  they  went  and  came  into 
a  harlots  house,  named  Ilahab,  and 
hxl.ned  there. !:     Josh,  ii:  1. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  this 
woman  was  a  had  woman,  ot  a  prosti- 
tute. Wo  have  frequent  allusions  in 
the  scripture  to  women  where  tin 
term  harlot  is  not  used  to  designate 
them  us  wicked  and  lost  to  virtuo. 
As,  for  example,  in  Judges,  xvi:  1: 
"Then  v,-cnl  Sampson  to  G  :>*;;,  raid 
saw  there  ji.o  harlot,  and  went  in  unto 
her."  This  woman  was  probably  an 
mil- keeper  at  Gaza,  and  Sampson. 
while  there,  stayed  at  her  house. 
Again ;  the  two  women  who  came  to 
Solomon  for  judgment  relative  to  a 
dead  and  living  child  are  called  liar- 
lots.  1st  Kings,  iii :  1G.  They  were 
probably  Inn -keepers. 

But  had  Ilahab  been  a  woman  lost 
to  virtue  it  is  not  at  nil  probable  that 
the  spies,  who  were  men  of  high 
pitanciiBg  in  iiTiscl,  would  have  lodged 
with  her.  They  were  men  who  were 
in  favor  with  God,  and  had  the  confi- 
dence and  regards  of  Joshua,  the 
leader  of  Israel.  They  felt  the  im- 
portance of  (heir  commission,  and  re- 
alized that  their  errand  to  Jericho  at 
that  time  was  fraught  with  intense 
interest  to  thcin  and  to  their  nation. 
They  would  not  have  periled  their 
own  interests  and  the  interests  of 
Israel  by  going  where  the  curse  of 
God  was,  or  endeavoring  to  secure 
the  co-operation  and  help  of  a  wicked 
violator  of  sacred  laws.  But  there  is 
another  strong  reason  for  supposing 
Ilahab  to  bo  an  honorable  womai^ 
and  engaged  in  an  honorable  employ- 
ment. The  spies  agreed  to  show 
kindness  to  her  and  her  father's 
house ■  and  afterward,  when  Jericho 
way  taken  and  razed  to  the  ground,  she 
and  her  lather's  house  were  preserved 
alive.  She  was  honored  with  a  place 
among  Israel;  nay  more,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  a  prince  in  Israel,  Salma, 
and  became  the  mother  of  Boaa, 
which  Boaz  was  the  great  grandfather 
of  the  illustrious  king  of  Israel, 
David. 

Thus  wo  observe  this  woman  of 
Canaan  adopted  by  the  nation  of  Is- 
rael, and  appearing  in  the  genealogy 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Her  hus- 
band was  one  of  his  ancestors,     The 
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apostle  Paul  reckons  her  among  the 
ancient  worthies  who  had  faith  in 
God;  and  was  moved  by  that  faith  to 
receive,  and  entcrfnin.  and  deliver  the 
spies.  Hcb.  si :  31 :  "  By  faith  the 
harlot  Eahah  perished  not  with  them 
that  believed  not  when  eke  had  re- 
ceived the  i-pics  with  peace." 

Ilahab,  then,  was  an  inn-keeper  in 
the  city  of  Jericho,  The  spies,  when 
they  entered  it,  took  particular  notice 
of  the  mode  of  approach  to  it — its 
fortifications  and  strength,  and  the 
best  plan  of  besieging  it.  Having 
"iado  all  the  examination  that  they 

on  Id  without  being  suspected  ;is 
spies,  they  went  to  the  house  of  Ba- 
hab  to  tarry  for  the  night.  They  had 
been  observed  as  they  entered  the 
city,  and  though  not  suspected  while 
engaged  in  making  their  discoveries, 
yet  they  were  afterwards  suspected, 
arid  [ionic  men  of.'  Jericho  gave  in- 
(brsiiLLi.ioi(  to  their  kin?:,  and,  ex- 
pressed their  suspicions  to  him; 
whereupon  he  sent  to  Rahab  and 
commanded  her  to  bring  forth  the 
"— o  men;  probably  for  examination 
to  their  busbies;.;  in  the  city,  what 
point  they  hailed  from,  &C. 

As  soon  as  the  command  reached 
her,  she  secreted  them  temporarily, 
and  prevaricated  by  telling  those  who 
wore  in  search  of  the  spies,  that  they 
were  gone,  and  urged  them  to  pursue 
after  them  at  onee,  make  no  delay  for 
they  should  overtake  them.  This 
falsity  on  her  part  is  by  no  means 
justifiable.  God  could  have  accom- 
plished the  work  of  their  deliverance 
without  it.  "Evil  is  not  to  be  done 
that  good  may  come  of  it."  This 
was  a  stratagem  of  her  own,  and  it 
succeeded.  For  the  men  hurried  in 
pursuit  as  they  thought,  of  the  spies, 
to  the  fords  of  Jordan.  When  they 
were  gone,  Eahab  removed  the  spies 
to  the  house  top,  and  covered  them 
with  stalks  of  Has,  lest  others  should 
and  Insist  on  search  ins  her 
s,  and  so  find  them. 

_...hab  then  expressed  her  belief  to 
them  plainly,  that  Israel  would  con- 
quer that  city  and  the  laud  of  Ca- 
naan. She  then  asked  them  to  swear 
unto  her  by  the  Lord  that  they  would 
show  kindness  unto  her  and  her 
father's  house,  and,  said  she,  "give 

s  a  true  token."      Ilahab  believed 

their  God,  and  in  his  power  to  de- 
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liver  tie  country  of  Canaan  into  their 
hands.  She  desired  her  own  safety, 
and  the  safety  of  her  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  her  brothers  and  sisters. 
Tho  spies  then  entered  into  a  solemn 
covenant  with  her.  They  pledged  their 
iives  for  her  deliverance,  and  the  de- 
liverance of  her  father's  house,  if  she 
renin  in cd  faithful  to  her  part  of  the 
it,  "not,  to  make  known  their 
i  let  them  dwu 


the  city,  her  house  wm^  .■!  ■■■  ,,. 
town  wall,  and  they  obligated  her  to 
fasten  a  lino  of  scarlet  thread  in  her 
window,  and  so  designate  her  house 
from  all  others  when  they  came  to 
destroy  the  city.  She  was  also  obli- 
gated to  have  her  father  and  mother, 
and  ail  the  members  of  her  father's 
household  at  her  house.  As  soon  as 
they  wore  gone  from  the  walls  of  the 
city  to  the  mountains,  whore  they 
wore  to  hide  themselves  for  three 
days,  Ealiab  bound  the  scarlet  line  in 
ihc  window,  where  it  remained  until 
Jericho  was  boscigod  and  taken. 
And  the  same  two  men  who  were  the 
spies,  and  were  hid  in  Rahab's  house. 


her  house,  and  finding  that  she  had 
faithfully  observed  Iho  Agreement  be- 
tween them,  brought  her  and  all  her 
father's  bouse  out,  and  placed  them 
in  the  charge  of  Israel,  Joshua  gave 
her  and  her  father's  family  a  dwell- 
ing in  Israel,  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
purified  and  prepared  for  citizenship. 
If,  when  Kahab  was  a  woman  of 
Jericho — a  Canaa-.iito,  she  believed 
that  the  true  God  was  on  the  side  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  her  faith  led  her, 
as  the  apostle  tells  us,  to  receive  the 
spies  with  peace,  wo  may  suppose 
from  the  position  to  which  she  at- 
tained, that  her  faith  in  the  God  of 
the  Hebrews  increased  until  she  be- 
came a  noted  woman  among  them. 

HAM — Elevated,  v:ho  rejects. 

Was  the  son.  of  Hezron,  and  the 
father  of  Animinadab.  He  is  re- 
ferred to  in  the  genealogy  of  Pa.vid, 
from  Pliarez,  the  son  of  Judab. 
Ruth,  iv;  19. 

RAPHU— [Ea'fh,]  cured,  comforted. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  and 
the  father  of  Paid,  who  was  selected 


REBEK  A  H— [Re-baf-ah,]    fat 

quarrel,  appeased. 

Rebbkah  was  the  daughter  of 
Bethenel,  of  Nahor,  a  city  in  the 
country  of  Mesopotamia.  She  became 
the  wife  of  the  illustrious  Patriarch 
Isaac,  the  sen  of  Abraham. 

When  Abraham  was  one  hundred 
and  forty  years  of  ago  he  called  unto 
him  his  faithful  servant  Eieazar,  for 
(he  purpose  of  sending  him  on  the 
mission  of  procuring  a  wife  for  Isaac, 
who  was  then  about  forty  years  of  age.' 
Gen.  xsiv:  4.  Ho  bade  the  ruler  of 
his  house  go  to  his  former  country,  and 
take  a  wife  of  his  kindred  for  Isaac. 
Elenaar  accordingly  made  ready  and 
wont  to  the  city  of  "Nahor.  Ho  saw  a 
fountain  or  well  outside  the  limits 
of  the  city,  and  tarried  there  a  short 
time  to_  rest.  Being  very  anxious  for 
prosperity  in  his  errand  he  prayed 
earnestly  for  ''good  speed,"  and  while 
he  was  praying  Ilcbclcah,  the  daughter 
of  Bclhucl,  caino  out  from  the  city 
with  her  pitcher  upon  her  shoulder  to 
draw  water  from  the  well.  As  she  ap- 
proached Eleazar  left  his  camels  and 
ran  to  meet  her  and  said,  "  Let  me,  I 
pray  thee,  drink  a  little  water  of  thy 
pitcher."  Ho  desired  the  use  of  the 
pitcher  to  draw  water  from  the  well  for 
himself  and  also  for  his  camels. 
Rebckah  was  very  kind  and  said— for 
she  knew  the  traveler  was  fatigued 
with  his  journey—' '  Drink,  my  lord,  and 
I  also  will  draw  water  for  thy  camels." 
Having  said  this  she  hastened  and  let 
down  her  pitcher  upon  her  hand,  and 
c  iho  stranger  to  drink,  then  watered 
weary  ;:iid  thirsiy  camels.  This  was 
exhibition  on  her  part  of  pure 
friendship.  Eleazar,  confident  in  his 
'  id  of  success,  because  the  lord 


him.  _  She  then  invited  him  to  tarry 

that  night  at  her  father's  house,  assuring 
him  there  was  room,  and  moreover 
plenty  of  straw  aud  provender  for  the 
camels.  If  Eleazar  was  confident  that 
the  Lord  was  blessing  him  with  success 
when  he  met  her,  and  she  proposed  to 
give  him  drink,  and  water  his  ten 
thirsty  camels,  how  much  more  confi- 
dent must  be  have  felt  when  she  told 
whose  daughter  she  was,  and  in- 
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vited  him  so  cordially  to-stay  that  night 
at  her  father's  house. 

Ah,  little  did  the  artless  and  beauti- 
ful maiden  of  Nahor  think,  as  she 
waked  upon  the  stranger,  and  received 
at  his  hands  the  presents  of  an  earring 
and  bracelets  of  gold,  that  the  camels 
she  had  watered,  and  the  man  from 
whom  the  had  received  these  gifts, 
would  the  nest  day  bear  her  away  from 
her  father's  house  and  kindred,  and  her 
native  country,  to  be  the  wife  of  one 
she  k:iev;  not.      But  !:o  it  was. 

Eleazar  was  introduced  by  Rebekah 
and  soon  made  known  the  object  of  his 
journey,  and  he  procured  the  consent 
of  the  family,  and  the  promise  of 
lic'ockah  to  go  with  him  the  nest  day. 
'■     ■  ■     "°       "And   thev   called 


Gen. 


Rebekah  and  said  unto  her,  wilt  thou 
go  with  this  man?"    and  she  said, 


will  | 


1   and  on  the  f 


wing  morn- 

iiis,  attending  the  stranger  she  began 
her  journey  toward  her  new  home,  with 
the  blessings  of  her  kindred  upon  her. 

Isaac,  it  maybe,  was  expecting  (ho 
return  of  his  father's  servant  "from 
Mesopotamia  with  a  wife  for  him 
incl  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of  hi 
return,  ho  was  walking  in  the  fields 
meditating.  What  the  subject  of  his 
meditation  was  we  arc  net  informed — 
it  may  have  been  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  God,  which  nature  at  eventide 
eo  beautifully  develops.  But  he 
chanced  to  lift  op  Ilia  eyes  and  ::aw  (he 
mecIs  coming.  Just  about  this  time, 
Rebeltali,  raising  her  eyes  and  looking 
ahead  saw  Isaac,  and  asked  Eleazar 
who  it  was :  "  What  man  is  that  walk- 
ing in  the  field  to  meet  us?"  Ho  an- 
swered that  it  was  Isaac.  She  quickly 
vailed  herself,  and  alighting  from  the 
camel  was  introduced  to  Isaac  by  Elea- 

Thus  these  two  remarkable  person- 
ages for  the  first  time  look  upon  each 
other.  They  are  at  once  united  in 
marriage  according  to  the  ceremonies 
in  use  in  patriarchal  families.  "And 
Isaac  brought  her  unto  his  mother's 
tent,  and  she  became  his  wife,  and  he 
loved  her."  Bebekah  was  honored  in 
being  mother  of  two  noble  sons,  Jacob 
and  Esau,  who  each  became  the  head 
of  a  great  and  mighty  notion: 

As  it  was  with  Abraham,  so  it  was 
with  Isaac.     He  went  to  Egypt  to  so- 

Ctrn  because  of  a  famine  in   bis  own 
d,  and  he  dwelt  awhile  in  Gorar. 


Here  we  learn  of  Rebekah  what  wo 
have  learned  of  Sarah— that  she  "was 
fair  to  look  upon— a  beautiful  woman;" 

and  Isaac  was  afraid  that  ibe  Gcrarites 
would  bo  so  charmed  with  her  beauty 
that  they  would  desire  his  death; 
hence,  he  charged  her  to  claim  the  re- 
lation of  sister  to  him,  though  previous 
to  their  marriage  they  were  only  cous- 

Rebekah  exhibited  many  excellencies 
during  her  life  with  Isaac,  but  we  can- 
not say  she  was  without  faults.  Her 
attachment  to  Jacob  beyond  her  attach- 
ment to  Esau,  may  have  been  a  fault, 
au  also  her  management  to  procure  the 
birthright  may  have  been  a  fault; 
though  undoubtedly  the  divine  purpose 
regarding  the  descendants  of  (ho  two 
was  thus  brought  about— "the  older 
shall  servo  the  younger."  Isaac,  her 
honored  husband,  buried  her  imperfec- 
tions with  hor  body,  in  the  cave  of 
Machpelah ;  and  Jacob  learned  with 
deep  sorrow  of  her  death,  and  no  doubt, 
on  his  return  io  his  own  country,  visited 
the  family  vault  where  her  remains 
were  mouldering.     Gen.  xlix  :  3?. 


REOHAB,  l-[Ee'-kah,]  square, 

chariot,  ride): 
RECHAn,  and  his  brother  Baanah. 
;vc  the  f;ons  of  Rimmon  the  Deeroth- 
'..  They  were  captains  in  the  army 
of  Tsh cos-heth.  It  may  be  that  Isboo- 
sheth  kept  marauding  parties,  and  that 
these  two  men  of  Benjamin  wore  in 
charge  of  two  such  bands.  But  when 
they  heard  that  Abner  was  dead,  they 
conspired  together  I  o  slay  their  master; 
and  they  came  to  the  palace  about  noon, 
or  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  with  an  in- 
tention of  slaying  the  king.  They  en- 
tered 1m  bed  chamber  feigning  biJiuess 
for  their  master,  that  their  designs 
might  not  be  suspected.  He  was  prob- 
ably asleep  when  (hoy  approached  him. 
They  smote  him  and  cut  off  his  bead, 
and  then  bore  it  away  to  Hebron  to 
show  it  unto  David.  They  came  info 
tho  presence  of  David  with  the  head 
and  showed  It  unto  him.  under  the  full 
conviction  that  ho  would  approve  their 
conduct.  In  this  they  wero  mistaken, 
for  no  sooner  had  they  made  their  re- 
port than  David  condemned  them,  and 
ordered  bis  young  men  to  slay  them  and 
cut  off  their  hands  and  their  feet,  a  ad 
hang  them  up  over  tho  pool  in  Hebron, 
because  they  had  slain  a  righteous  man1 
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in  liia  own  house.  David  compared 
their  conduct  to  the  man  who  brought 
him  iulclligor.ee  of  Saul7;:  death,  think- 
ing ho  would  ho  rewarded,  and  charged 
them  with  a  greater  crime  in  killing 


BECHAB,  2— Square-chariot,  rider. 
Eechaii  was  the  father  of  Jomtdab, 
whose  descendants  attended  faithfully 
to  a  solemn  charge  of  their  father  never 
to  drink  wine  or  strong  drink,_nor  to 
build  any  houses,  but  to  dwell  in  tents 
and  fced'ealile.  They  kept  this  chaise 
so  falllrfdly  that  when  they  were  tried 
by  pots  full  of  wine-  being  placed  before 
them  three  hundred  years  after,  and 
they  were  urged  to  drink  of  the  wine, 
they  utterly  refused.  The,  Lord  appro- 
bated thorn  for  their  refusal,  and  prom- 
ised to  reward  them  by  over  preserving 
their  family.  See  Jonadab,  or  Jahona- 
dab,  Jor.  sssv. 

BEHOB—  [Re'-hob,]  breadth,  extent, 
Rehobwbs  the  father  of  Hadadozcr, 
tho  Ling  of  Zobah,  who  was  smitten  by 
David  after  he  had  conquered  tho  Phil- 
istines and  the  Moabites.  2  Samuel, 
viu:  3. 

EEHOBOAM—  CBe-ho-bo'amJ  who 
suts  the  people  at  liberty,  space  of 

the  pst/p'te. 
Eeiioeoa:,!  v.' as  the  son  and  suc- 
cessor of  Solomon,  la-t  Kings,  :rii :  1. 
and  2d  Chron.  s:  1,  His  mother's 
name  was  Jtfaamah,  j 
1st  Kings,  xiv:  21.  - 
means  a  wise  man,  as  was  his  father, 
and  wo  may  well  suppose  that  the  vise 
instructions  of  Solomon  to  him  were 
lost.  Tho  Proverbs  contain  whole- 
some lessons  from  a  father  to  his 
but  Behoboaro,  as  his  life  and  reign 
proves,  broke  over  those  restraints 
and  refused  to  he  governed  in  his  life 
by  them.  lie  was  crowned  king 
Shechem,  and  commenced  his  jeign 
there.  Jeroboam,  tho  sou  of  Nobat, 
had  been  unfriendly  to  Solomon,  but 
when  Eehoboam  was  made  king,  re- 
turned from  Egypt  where  he  was.  lie 
approached  the  king  with  a  i 
from  tho  people,  that,  ho  would 
them  from  the  heavy  burdens  that 
had  been  laid  upon  them  by  Solomonv 
his  father.  Their  language  to  him 
was:  "Thy  father  made  our  yoke 
grievous;  now,  therefore,  make  thou 


(lie  grievous  service  of  fhy  father,  and 
his  heavy  yoke  which  ho  put  upon  us 
lighter,  and  wo  will  serve  thee."  Ee- 
hoboam asked  for  three  days  to  eon- 
"  'it,  when  he  would  give  (hem  an 
or.  Ho  consul  led  with  thonged 
who  had  been  his  father's  coun- 
sellors. They  advised  him  to  agree 
to  make  their  service  lighter,  and  their 
taxes  less :  by_  so  doing  he  would  soon 
sot  the  aJi'eci'onJ  of  the  people,  and 
they  would  lovo  him  as  their  king. 
Ho  then  called  together  tho  younger 
men  of  his  counsellors,  and  consulted 
with  thorn.  They  advised  him  dif- 
ferently. They  told,  him  to  tell  tho 
people  that  ho  intended  to  load  them 
with  far  more  grievous  burdens,  and 
punish  them  much  more  severelythau 
even  his  father  had  done.  They 
counseled  him  to  cay:  '"  3iy  little  lin- 
ger [shall  bo  thicker  than  my  father's 
loins.  My  father  did  put  upon  you  a 
heavy  yoke,  but  I.  will  put  upon  you  a 
heavier  one.  He  chastised  you  with 
whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  with 
scorpions. "  Forsaking  the  sensible 
advice  of  the  old  men,  ho  took  that 
of  the  younger,  and  the  consequence 
was  tho  ten  tribe:.:  rebelled  under  Je- 
roboam. There  was  Keubeu,  Simeon, 
Ephvaim,  Manasseh,  Dan,  Zebulon 
and  lG33oh:.ir,  rJ  aphtal  i.  Gad  and 
Asher.  Tho  cry  was  raised  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom :  ';  Wo  have  no 
portion  in  David,  and  no  inheritance 


7  no 
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O  Israel  L"  That  part  of  tho  children 
of  Israel  that  dwelt  in  tho  cities  of 
Judah  alone  continued  with  Eeho- 
boam.  When  they  wont,  off  thus  in  a 
body,  Echoboam  sent  Adoram  after 
them  to  induce  them  to  return.  As 
Adoram  was  tho  superintendent  of 
tho  tribute,  ho  probably  went  after- 
them  demanding  of  them  their  usual 
tax  ;  but  in  the  Mead  of  answering  to 
his  call  and  returning  to  Eehoboam, 
they  killed  Adoram,  and  tho  king 
himself  fled  hastily  to  Jerusalem  for 
tho  sake  of  his  own  life ;  and  the  ten 
tribes  took  Jeroboam  and  made  him 
king,  while  tho  two  tribes  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin  clave  unto  Eehoboam 
and  i'.ckn  owl  edged  him  their  king. 

King  Eehoboam  then  gathered  to- 
gether an  army  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  chosen  warriors  to  fight 
against  the  revolted  tribes,  and  subdue 
them.    The  prophet  Shemaiah  spoke 
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tlie  word  of  the  Lord  unto  the  king, 
dissuading  him  from  the  attempt,  He 
gave  up  (ho  enterprise,  and  discharged 
his  army,  and  the  soldiery  returned  to 
their  homes.  He  then  set  himself  to 
work  to  strengthen  his  kingdom  in  the 
way  of  fortifying  the  cities  that  wore  in 
it.  The  principal  cities  that  he  forti- 
fied were  Bethlehem,  Etain,  Tekoab, 
Bethzur,  Shoeba,  Adullam,  Gatli, 
Manshah,  #iph,  Adoram,  Lachish, 
Azekah,  Zorah,  Aijalon  and  Hebron! 
lie  furnished  each  of  these  cities  with 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  protect 
them,  and  placed  provisions,  arms  and 
ammunifcionin  them.  We  are  informed 
that  the  priests  and  Levites  that  were  in 
all  .Israel,  resorted  unto  Kchoboum,  aril 
for  three  years  after  the  revolt  of  the 
ten  tribes,  the  kingdom  of  Judah  was 
prosperous,  for  the  king  and  his  sub- 
jects followed  the  Lord.  But  after 
that  Rehohoam  became  wicked  and  his 
people  became  idolatrous.  They 
abandoned  tlie  worship  of  the  true  God. 
and  gave  themselves  up  to  all  kinds  of 
enormity  and  wickedness.  They  made 
statues  and  idols,  erected  idolatrous 
altars,  they  made  groves,  and  built 
high  places,  and  even  appointed 
a-  public  rijVJututcs.  1st  Kinc 
21-24. 

The  Got!  of  their  fathers  was  angry 
with  (hem  and  ho  permitted  the  king 
of  Egypt  to  invade  their  land.  Shi- 
sbak,  the  king  of  Egypt,  entered  Jeru- 
salem and  rnva;?edihe  oily,  lie  took 
py;:s;-;*tjoiu;l'  ill!!  !!i!;-.-::vcso.l'  the  hoi;-e 

of  the  Lord,  and  [he  treasures  of  the 
king's  house,  and  all  the  shields  of 
gold,  which  Solomon  had  made. 

From2dChron.  xii:  5,  wo  learn  that 
Shcmaiah,   the  prophet,    appro[ 
(lie  king  n>ul  hi*  princes  and  told 

why  the  Lord  had  delivered  them  

the  hands  o  f  their  enemies ;  because 
they  had  forsaken  him.  Accordingly 
they  humbled  themselves  before  the 
Lord.  Because  they  did  humble  them- 
selves, God  had  mercy  upon  them  and 
said,  "I  will  not  destroy  them,  but  I 
will  grant  thorn  some  deliverance,  and 
my  vitj'Ui  shall  net  be  poured  out  upon 
Jerusalem  by  the  hand  oi'ShisIiak. 

Sometime  after  (his  (he  Eevptian 
conqueror  loft  the  country,  and  Kcho- 
hoam  and  his  people  restored  the  king- 
dom of  God,  hut  the  reformation  was 
not  thorough  and  complete,  for  they 
broke  not  down  the  high  place* 


Rchoboam  madelira.zenshieldsittthe 
stead  of  the  golden  ones  that  Solomon 
had  left  in  the  king's  house,  which  had 
been  taken  hy  Shhhak,  and  carried 
into  Egypt.  These  brazen  shields  were 
used  by  the  king's  guard,  when  they 
attended  with  him  in  the  temple,  and 
such  times  as  these  shields  were  not 
used,  they  lay  in  the  king's  arsenal. 

We  arc  informed  that  there  "was 
war  between  Rehohoam  and  Jeroboam 
all  the  days  of  his  life."  By  this  we 
may  understand  there  was  a  continual 
spirit  of  hostility  kept  up  between  the 
two  kingdom?:.  There  were  skirmishes 
between  bordering  parties,  hut  no  open 
war,  for  that  was  ibrhh'don  by  (ho  dl  ■ 
vine  being.  When  king  Rehohoam 
gathered  together  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  of  Judah  and  Benja- 
min, ho  thought  a  war  would  he  justifi- 
able, hut  God  would  not  allow  it,  hence 
he  disbanded  them. 

Rehohoam  reigned  seventeen  years, 
and  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  city  of 
David,  and  Ahijah,  his  son,  beeame-his 
successor.  1st  Kings,  sii;  14,  and  2d 
Chronicles,  x:  11-12. 

REMPHAN— [Rem'-fau,]    the  name 

of  an  idol,  which  f:omn  (lank  to  be 
Saturn. 
It  is  thought  there  was  a  king  of 
Egypt  by  this  name,   who,   after  his 
death,   was  worshiped;   for  Remphan 
was  an  idol  god.     Komphan  is  referred 
to  in  connection  with  Moloch,  hy 
Stephen,  in  his  address  before  his  per- 
secutors and  murderers.    Acts  vii :  43. 
"Yea,  ye  took  up  the  tabernacle  of 
[oloch  and  the  star  of  your  god  Rem- 
phan, figures  which  ye  made  to  worship 
them."    Chiun  is  supposed  to  he  the 
same,  and  is  mentioned  in  connection 
with  Moloch,  in  Amos,  v:  26.     "But 
ye  have  borne  the  tabernacle  of  your 
Moloch  and  Chiun  your  images,  the  star 
of  your  go_d,  which  ye  made  to  your- 
leity  was  worshiped  in  the 
1  in  Egypt,  and  the  He- 
i:   may  be  .-'(ipposod.  had  some 
ee   to  the  Remphan  of  Egypt 
when  the  golden  calf  was  made  and 
worshiped  at  Sinai,  while  Moses  was 
upon  il.io  mount. 

REPHAEL-rBe'-fa-elJ 

Was  the  son  of  Shcmaiah  and  grand- 
n  of  Ohed  Edom,  and  one  of  the 
sred  porters.     1  Chron,  sxvi:  7. 


yGoogle 


I1EU 


[101] 


KEI) 


REIT — His  friend,  ids  sTtrphcrd. 

Rett  was  the  son-o?  Peleg,  born  unto 
him  when  lie  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  had  Serng 
horn  unto  him.  Gen.  xi :  20.  He  was 
a  descendant  of  Shem.  who  was  the 
lineal  ancestor  of  the  Messiah.     Luke, 


REUBEN  —  [Ru'-ben,]  wlio  sees  the 
son,  virion  of  the  son. 


is  the  eldest  son  of  Jacob 
by  Leah.  Gen.  xxix :  32.  It  is  said 
Leah  "called  his  name  Reuben;:  for 
she  said,  Surely  the  Lord  hath  looked 
upon- my  affliction  ;  now,  therefore,  my 
husband  will  love  rao." 

When  Reuben  was  a  small  hoy  lie 
found  mandrakes  in  the  field  in  the 
time  of  wheat  harvest,  and  brought 
them  to  his  mother.  Those  bis  mother 
sold  to  Radiol.     Gen.  xxx :  15. 

Reuben  grew  up  to  be  a  man,  and 
when  about  forty  years  of  age  he 
grieved  his  father  greatly  by  offering 
the  grossest  insult  to  one  of  his  second- 
ary wives,  Bilhch,  the  handmaid  of 
Rachel.    Geo.  sxxv  :22. 

Reuben,  being  the- eldest  son  of  Jaeoh, 
was  entitled  to  privileges  and  blessings 
thai  did  not  belong  to  the  others ;  and 
it  is  probably  safe  lo  say  be  had  more 
right  to  complain  of  Jacob's  partiality 
toJfitfyph  than  either  of  the  others.  lie 
saw  Joseph's  coat  of  many  colors,  and 
beheld  bis  father's  demonstrations  of  af- 
fection for  Joseph  day  after  day.  He 
heard  Joseph  relate  his  dreams  which 
indicated  that  he  should  be  first  of 
them  all — that  his  father  and  all  his 
brethren  should  bow  down  unto  him, 
He  does  not  seem  to  have  harbored  as 
strong  feeling  against  Joseph  as  the 
other  brothers,  VYT.evi  the  ethers  wove 
disposed  to  murder  Joseph,  he  did  all 
in  his  power  to  keep  them  from  it. 
I  !e  proposed  that  they  should  cast  him 
into  a  pit  and  leave  him  there  to  die, 
and  not  stain  their  hands  with  his 
blood.  He  really  intended  as  early  as 
he  possibly  eonld,  to  rescue  Joseph  and 
send  him  home  to  his  father.  While 
Reuben  was  away  his  brothers  sold 
Joseph  to  Midianitish  merchants. 
When  he  came  back  and  found  that 
the  lad  was  gone  he  was  deeply  affected, 
and  "rent  his  clothes  ;  and  he  returned 
to  his  brethren  and  said.  The  child 
not;  and  I.  whither  shall  I  ±oT] 


"When  Joseph  became  ruler  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  Reuben  with  his 
brothers  went  there  to  buy  corn,  the 
lord  of  the  land  treated  them  roughly, 
and  demanded  that  they  should  bring 
'  ■  youngest  brother  Benjamin  down 
Kgypi,.  They  bad  all  boon  kept 
under  guard  three  days,  during  which 
time  they  had  thought  of  their  cruelty 
to  their  brother  Joseph  in  selling  him, 
and  they  said,  one  to  another,  "  Wcaro, 
verily,  guilty  concerning  onr  brother,  in 
that  wo  saw  the  anguish  of  his  soul 
when  he  besought  us  and  we  would  not 
bear  him  ;  therefore  is  this  evil  come 
upon  U9."  Reuben  then  remembered 
the  efforts  ho  had  made  to  save  his 
brother,  and  to  prevent  this  reproach 
they  now  felt.  He  said  unto  them, 
"  Spake  I  not  unto  you,  saying,  Bo  not 
sin  against  she  child,  and  ye  would  not 
hearV  Therefore  behold,  also  his  Mood 
is  required."     Gen.  sliir21,  &C. 

When  they  returned  unto  their 
father  and  told  him  that  the  Lord  of 
the  land  of  Egypt  demanded  to  see 
their  younger  brother,  Jacob  was  un- 
willing to  let  Benjamin  go,  Reuben, 
as  the  elder  son,  then  addressed  his 
father,  urging  him  to  let  Benjamin  go 
and  he  said,  "Slay  my  two  sons,  if  I' 
bring  him  not  to  thee  ;  deliver  him 
into  my  hand  and  I  will  bring  him  to 
thee  again:"  but  Jacob  utterly  re- 
fused. At  length  necessity  demanded 
that  they  have  more  com,  aud  Jacob 
sent  him  down,  wc  may  suppose,  under 
the  charge  of  Reuben  and  Judah. 

In  Gen,  xlix,  we  have  an  account 
of  Jacob's  death,  and  his  blessing 
upon  his  sous,  in  which  he  gives 
prophetic  declarations  concerning 
their  posterity.  As  Reuben  was  the 
eldest,  he  is  tiro  first  one  to  whont 
Jacob  addressed  his  dying  language; 
it  is  contained  in  the  4ih  and  5th  ver- 
ses: "  Reuben,  thou  art  my  first-born, 
my  might  and  the  beginning  of  my 
strength,  the  excellence  of  dignity, 
and  the  excellency  of  power ;  unsta- 
ble as  water,  thou  shalt  not  excel, 
because  thou  wentest  up  to  thy  fa- 
ther's bed,  then  dcfilcst  thou  it ;  he 
went  up  to  my  couch."  lu  this  lan- 
guage he  refers  to  Reuben's  birth- 
right and  the  dignity  and  blessing  that 
belonged  to  it ;  to  his  forfeiture  of  it 
in  tho  sin  referred  to— or  the  transfer 
of  it  to  the  sous  of  Joseph.  That 
the  birthright  was  given  to  the  sons. 


„,  Google 


EEC 


[405] 


EEU 


of  Joseph  sto   have  evidence  i; 

Chron.  v:  1,  "for  lie  was  the  

born;  but  forasnraoh  as  he  defiled 
his  father's  bed,  Ms  birthright  was 
given  unto  the  sons  of  Joseph,  the 
son  of  Israel." 

The  sons  of  Reuben  were  Hanooh, 
Pallu,  Ilearon  and  Oarmi,  who  were 
each  of  them  heads  of  extensive 
families.  Numbers,  xxvi :  5,6.  The 
families  of  Hanochites,  Paliuitcs, 
Hezronites  and  Carmites,  their  cum- 
ber as  given  is  forty-throe  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty;  and  this 
was  a  much  smaller  number  than 
when  they  left  the  land  of  Egypt-,  tor 
then  their  number  of  fighting  men 
amounted  to  forty-six  thousand  five 
hundred,  and  they  wove  under  the 
command  of  Eleasar,  the  son  of  She- 
detir.  The  groat  army  of  Israel  was 
divided  into  divisions,  and  in  their 
marching  the  tribe  of  Ecubcn  with 
Simeon  and  Gad  formed  the  second 

freat  division,  and  (hey  ir_ai'ehod  just 
efore  the  ark.  The  spy  that """ 
appointed  for  Reuben  was  Sham^na.. 
the  son  of  Zaceur.  Dafhan  and 
Abiram  who,  along  with  Korah,  re- 
belled against  Moses  and  Aaron,  were 
of  tho  tribe  of  Eeuhon,  as  was  also 
On.  Hum.  xvi :  1.  Wo  have  an  ac- 
count in  Number*,  xxxii,  of  the  .Eeu- 
benites  and  Gaditcs  coming  to  Moses 
and  asking  him  to  give  them  their  in- 
heritance on  thiii  side  of  Jordan. 
Moses  expostulated  with  them  and 
reproved  them  for  mailing  the  request 
■  :* — s  calculated  to  discour- 


tne  land  on  the  other  _ 

They  explained  themselves — they 
wanted  an  inheritance  in  which  they 
could  build  houses,  etc.,  and  mate 
their  wives  and  children  comfortable, 
then  they  would  go  over  Jordan  with 
the  other  tribes  as  warriors,  and  .after 
tho  conquest  was  made  and  the  land 
Mibdved  tliov  would  return  to  their 
families. 

Moses  agreed  to  this,  and  .gave  them 
their  inheritance,  or  •commanded 
Joshua  and  Elcazar,  on  the  condition 
named,  to  give  it  to  them,  Whether 
they  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manassch 
were  fully  true  to  this  promise  and 
covenant  or  not,  we  cannot  tell  cer- 
tainly. The  last  census  that  had  been 
taken  of  the  tribes,  would  make  tho 
'ors  of  the  two  Jail  t'vieea  andtlie 


half  tribe,  one  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  eighty.  Mem- 
bers, xxvi.  And  yet  when  these 
tribes  made  up  their  army  to  go  over 
Jordan,  there  were  boi-  forty  thousand 
arniedmen.  If  theywero  not  reduced 
in  number,  there  would  have  been 
seventy  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  men  left  -behind,  which  wo  may 
suppose  was  more  than  was  necessary 
to  guard  the  women  and  children,  and 
their  stuff,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider that  tho  people  of  the  land  wore 
panie  stricken  by  the  successes  that 
the  .Israelites  h:-d  over  them.  Josh. 
iv:  13.  Though  Joshua  does  not 
charge  them  with  failing  to  furnish 
their  quota  of  .warriors,  but  on  the 
contrary  at  tho  close  of  the  war,  ho 
blesses  them  and  dismisses  them  when 
they  return  to  their  inheritance,  and 
to  their  families.  Joshua,  xsii. 
After  they  returned,  thev  builtlcd  an 
altar  by  tho  side  of  Jordan.  When 
the  other  tribes  heard  of  their  altar, 
they  suspected  that  they  had  built 
tho  altar  for  idolatrous  worship,  henei: 
they  prepared  to  go  to  war  with  thorn. 
But  they  first  sent  a  depution  to 
ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case.  The 
Ueubenitcs,  Gadites,  and  tho  half 
tribe  of  Manassch,  received  the  depu- 
tation, and  explained  to  them  the 
reason  of  then-  building  the  altar'.  In- 
stead of  designing  to  become  idola- 
trous, this  was  to  prevent  it.  They 
made  a  noble  defense,  and  the  deputa- 
tion returned  to  report  that,  they  wore 
satisfied  thai  (heir  brethren  had  not 
done  wrong,  and  all  Israel  praised 
tho  Lord.  In  Dent,  sxxiii :  G,  there  is 
el  prophetic  declaration  re^ai'ding  the 
tribe  of  Reuben.  "  Let  him  live  and 
end  not  die,  and  let  his  men  uot  be 
*  w." 

The  Ttcubciiitos  were  not  able  to 
.~nd  warriors  in  the  time  of  Deborah 
to  assist  L'ara.k  against  Jabin,  king  oi 
Canaan.  From  the  song  of  Deborah, 
we  may  suppose  that  they  had  divis- 
among  them!  and  hence   could 


suffering  from 

foreign  invasion,  and  could  not  leave 
their  interests,  '  for  the  divisions  of 
Reuben  there  were  great  searching? 
of  heart."  The  other  tribes  seemed 
to  feel  uneasy  when  they  found  that 
Reuben    did    not  join  with  them. 
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During  the  reign  of  King  Saul,  as 
wo  learn  from  1st  Ohron.  xii,  they, 
with  the  Gadite:;  and  Majiasitos, 
numbered  very  largely.  Of  those 
that  rallied  to  David  and  assisted  in 
his  coronation,  there  wero  of  them 
ono  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 
There  arc  ueveral  important  persona 
of  the  tribe  of  Kcvihen  noticed,  among 
whom  Elieser,  the  con  of  Eichri,  who 
wats  their  goTC-vaor.  and  Adina  the 
POu  of  Blriaa.  who  was  one  of  David's 
great  men,  1st  Chrou.  xxvii :  16; 
lstChron..si:  43. 

During  tho  reign  of  Jeroboam  the 
country  of  the  licubcnites  W33  rav- 
aged by  Haaael,  tho  king  of  Syria. 
It  ia  said,  in  2d  Kings,  x :  J& :  "  Ha- 
zacl  tauoto  them  hi  all  the  coast;',  of 


bauitcs    and  the    Manasites;  from 

Arocr,  which  its  by  llio  river  Anion, 
even  Gilead  aud  Bashan."  In  lat 
Chrou.  v,  wc  have  the  gsnealegy  of 
Reuben,  given,  aa  also  of  Gad,  with 
the  e  two  tribes. 
and  tho  half  tribe  of  Manasseh.  Wo 
have  an  account  of  thoir  running  into 
idolatry,  and  of  their  Mpiiviiy  by  the 
Assyrians.  Pul  and  liigaih-piinescr 
conquered  them,  and  eaniod  ihom  to 
Ealaa,  aud  Habor,  and  JrJara,  sup- 
posed !;■  he  in  (he  uorth-east  part  of 
tho  Assyriau  Empire. 

BEUMAH— [Rn'malil  lofty,  mhlime. 

Becmah  waa  the  concubine  or  second 

wife  of  Kahor,   Abraham's    brother. 

Her  name  occurs  in  God.  xsii :  24,  aad 

her  relation  to  .Nahoi-  ia  given  for  the 
first  time  with  tho  fact  that  she  waa  the 
mother  of  tho  following  named  sons  of 
Nahor :  Tebah,  aud  Guham,  and  Tlnv 
hash,  mid  Maaeah, 

EEZIN—  [Re^in,]  voluntary,  rurcaer. 
IIiSiN  waa  a  king  of  the  Syrians,  co- 

tempovary  with,  and  a  confederate  of 
Pckah,  tho  hing  of  Israel,  in  a  war  with 
Aha:;,  the  king  of  Judah.  Ho  waa 
probably  a  descendant  of  Haaael,  and 
the  last  of  tho  kings  of  ancient  Syria. 
2  Kings,  xvi :  5.  The  lung  of  Israel 
aud  Iiioziu  were  unable  to  take  Jerusa- 
lem, lr.it  they  ravaged  tho  country; 
when  liezin  with  his  army  returned  to 
his  own  country.  But  sometime  after 
this,  Kezin's  army  again  plundered  the 
country,  and  Alias,  the  king  of  Judah, 


&]  EHO 

hired  Tilgath-Pileser,  king  of  Assyria, 
to  help  turn,  and  he  invaded  Syria,  and 
conquering  Beam's  army  slew  him,  tak- 
ing Damascus  and  carrying  thejpeople 
captives  to  Kir.  Isa.  vii :  8,  gives  ua 
an  account  of  his  johiiug  Tekah  against 
Ahaz,  aad  he  was  commissioned  to 
comfort  Ahaz  as  the  representative  of 
David';:  family,  aud  declare  that  Ileziii 
should  ho  destroyed. 

REZON— [Re'-zon,]  lean,  secret, 
princa. 
Hezoh  waa  the  son  of  Eliadah  who  re- 
volted from  Hadadczer,  his  master. 
He  waa  a  cajrtaia  of  the  Syrians  whom 
David  debated.  At  tho  time  of  the 
defeat  of  Hadadezer,  Bazon  escaped 
with  the  company  he  commanded,  and 
lived  for  some  time,  it  is  supposed,  by 
plunder.  At  length  he  seized  Damas- 
cus; and  niado  himself  kma,  aud  re- 
mained king  there  until  David  took 
possession  cf  it.  A3  David  conquered 
Syria,  Kazoo,  waa  driven  from  it.  But 
ai'.er  BoiOiaoifa  departure  from  God, 
Reaon  learned  that  God  was  not  with 
Israel  and  her  king,  a:;  in  the  daya  of 
David,  and  hocarao  up  against  Solomon 
and  recovered  Bamasetia.  In  1st  Kings, 
xi:  23:  "And  he  was  an  adversary  to 
Israel  ail  the  days  ef  Solomon. ' '  Hero 
wo  have  the  fuiolh'.'ont  oi'OodVi  threat- 
ening, by  Nathan  tho  prophet.  "If  ha 
commit  iniquity,  I  will  chastise  hhu 
with  the  rod  of  men,  and  with  tho 
tho  stripes  of  the  children  of  men." 
2d  Sam.   vii:   14. 

EHODA—  [llo'-dah,]  a  rose. 

Riioda  was  one  of  those  who  wero 
;:.t.  tho  Loire  oi'  Alary  on  the  memora- 
ble night  that  Peter  waa  released  from 
prison  by  an  angel.  There  wero  en- 
gaged in  prayer  to  God  many  of  the 
disciples  at  this  house.  As  soon  as 
the  apostle  waa  led  out  of  prison,  he 
made  his  way  to  the  residence  of 
Mary,  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 
gate.  "  And  a  damsel  named  Khoda 
came  to  hearken."  Acts,,  xii:  13.  It 
seems  that  Peter  spoke,  and  that 
Khoda  recognized  his  voice.  No  won- 
der that  she  knew  it,  for  she  had  often 
heard  it.  She  had  heard  him  pray 
and  preach,  and  with  the  other  disci- 
ples she  had  intense  anxiety  aa  to  his  ' 
welfare.  When  she  heard  Peter's 
voice  she  did  not  stop  to  open  the 
gate,  but  ran  into  the  house  and  told. 
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the  compaDy  that  ho  waa  at  the  gate. 
They  did  not  believe  it,  for  they  knew 
he  was  in  prison;  hut  she  insisted 
upon  it  that  itvaj.i  Peter,  for  she  knew 
his  voice.  They  began  to  feel  that 
they  must  credit  Rhoda,  for  ehejwas 
so  confident.  But  they  said :  "  It  is 
his  angel."  Peter  continued  knoek- 
iug:  and  at  last  they  let  him  in,  when 
ho  informed  them  how  he  had  escaped 
the  prison. 

EIPHATH— [Ei'-fathJ  remedy,  re- 
Was  the  second  son  of  Gomer,  and 

the  grand -son  of  ,'i  av.sliotli.  His  bro- 
thers were  Aahkenaz  and  Togarmah. 
Genesis,  x :  3.  ■ 

EI2PAH—  [Eia'-pah,]  bed,  extension, 
coal. 

ElZPAn  was  a  second  wife  of  Saul, 
(.ho  f j  rat  ting  of  Israel  She  was  the 
mother  of  Armani  end  Mejihibo.j.hab, 
the  ;,ij]]-,  m  i?.iM]-,  aiu.l  wan  (1.10  Jiii;;h'^i: 
of  Akh.  2d  Sam.  xsi :  8.  Soon  after 
David  was  made  kins;  in  Hebron,  lah- 
boshath,  the  son  of  Sao!,  charged  Ab- 
ner,  the  captain  of  his  host,  with  ins- 
pro  per  familiarities  with  Rizpah,  who 
bad  survived  Saul.  Abner,  whether 
guilty  or  not,  became  angry  at  the  son 
of  Saul,  and  made  aivaujicnieiKs  (0 
transfer  the  interest  of  his  master's 
kingdom  to  David,  and  would  have 
done  it  had  he  not  fallen  by  the  mur- 
derous hand  of  Joab. 

Late  in  Iho  reign  of  King  David 
there  was  a  famine  that  lasted  for  three 
years  in  succession.  2d  Sam.  xxi ;  1  : 
"  Then  there  was  a  famino  in  the  days 
of  David,  three  years,  year  after  year." 
David  became  anxious  to  know  the 
cause  of  it,  and  enquired  of  the  Lord. 
Ho  was  informed  that  "  it  was  for  Sad 
and  for  his  bloody  house,  because  he 
slew  the  Gibeonitos."  David  then  en- 
quired of  the  G-ibeonites  what  would 
make  atonement  to  them  for  the  injury 
done  them  by  Saul.  They  replied  to 
him  that  they  wanted  not  silver  or  geld 
of  Saul  or  of  his  house,  but  they 
wanted  seven  men  of  his  sons  to  bo  de- 
livered unto  them  that  they  might 
hang  them  in  Gibeah.  David  agreed 
to  give  them  seven  of  Raul's  sons,  and 
he  did.  Two  of  them  were  the  sons  of 
Rizpah,  and  the  other  five  were  the 
grandsons  of  Saul,  as  the  sons  of  Mi- 
dial,  his  daughter. 


Rizpah  was  greatly  grieved  at  the 
loss  she  sustained  in  tho  deatli  of  her 

two  sons.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  read 
tho  account  of  their  being  thus  sacri- 
ficed, and  of  her  maternal  affection, 
without,  dropping  tho  (ear  of  sympathy 
with  her  in  her  sorrows.  She  "toot 
sackcloth  and  spread^  it  for  her  upon 
tho  rock  from  the  beginning  of  harvest 
until  water  dropped  upon  them  out  of 
heaven,  and  suffered  neither  the  birds 
of  tho  air  to  rest  on  them  by  day,  nor 
tho  boasts  of  tho  field  by  night,"    The 

Ei'obability  is  that  this  poor  broken- 
eaited  mother  watched  these  bodies 
for  several  months  before  tho  periodical 
rains  camo  on.  What  a  sad  and  mourn- 
ful employment  lor  a  lone  woman — a, 
widow  and  childless1— from  the  begin- 
ning of  early  harvest  until  tho  autumn 


ROMAMT1-EZER—  [Ko-mam'-ti- 

e'zer.  ]  exultation  of  help. 
ROMAJHTI-EZER  was  one  of  the  sons 
of  Hemau,  and  when  the  lots  were  east 
and  the  singers  were  divided  into  twen- 
ty-four courses,  the  four-and- twentieth 
lot  came  to  him.     1  Chron.  sxv:  31. 

liOSIT ']'!,<!■  /)■(,';.',   the  l:':!]V)YiliriiJ. 

Kosn  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Ben- 
jamin, and  was  numbered  with  the 
family  of  Jacob  who  went  down  into 
""     ?t.    Gen.xlvi:21. 

RHFUS,  1— [En'-fas,]  red. 

Rtjfcs  was  the  brother  of  an  Alex- 
ander, and  they  were  both  tho  sous  of 
Simon  tho  Cyrenian,  whom  the  sol- 
diers that  wore  taking  Jesus  to  Cal- 
vary, met  and  compelled  to  bear  tho 

■sk  for  i.lic  fain  tins  Savior.     Mark, 

:  21. 

RUPUS,  2— Red. 

R-qin-s  was  a  disciple  of  Christ  in 
the  apostolic  age,  and  endeared  to  the 
apostle  Paul,  who  salutes  him,  Horn, 
vi ;  13,  in  the  following  language: 
Salute  Rufns  chosen  in  the  Lord 
and  his  mother  and  mine,"  from 
which  some  havo  supposed  that  Rufus 
was  related  to  Paul ;  but  probably  he 
intended  to  say  that  the  natural  mo- 
ther of  Rufns  had  been  as  a  mother 
to  him,  or  in  her  kindness  to  him, 
had  filled  the  place  of  a  mother. 
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RUTH— Film,  satisfied. 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  this 
woman  was  of  royal  blood  as  the  daush- 
ter  of  Eglon,  the  King  of  Moab  ;  hut 
this  is  mere  conjecture.  For  her  his- 
tory we  refer  to  the  book  of  Bath.  She 
was  a  Moabitish  damsel,  who  was  mar 
ried  to  MahloD,  the  son  of  Elimelech 
and  Naomi.  She  appears  endowed 
with  all  the  ■virtues  and  charms  of  true 
womanhood.  It  may  be  that  her  tan; 
der  affection  and  sympathy  to  Naomi 
and  her  sons,  when  bereft  of  the  hus- 
band and  father,  her  watching  by  the 
couch  of  pain,  and  ministering  to  the 
suffering  and  dying  Elimelech,  was 
what  led  to  the  undying  affection  that 
afterward  existed  between  lior  and 
Naomi.  And  it  may  he  that  the 
womanly  virtues  she  developed  was  the 

re;i-.on    why    Kaolin    selected   her 
wife  i'lii'  her  son. 

She  was  married  to  Minion,  but  he 
soon  died,  and  sbo  was  left  a  widow, 
and  not  long  afterward,:;  the  husband  ci' 
Orphah  died  also,  so  that  the  family 
consisted  of  three  widows.  Naomi,  in 
her  bereavement  and  sorrow,  determined 
to  return  from  the  country  of  Moab,  to 
thcland  of  Ju-diili,  and  accordingly  in- 
formed her  daughters;  they  said  "lie 
will  also  go  with  thee.'1  She  dissunihd 
them  from  that,  or  attempted  to  ;  with 
Orphah  she  succeeded,  but  with  Enth 
she  could  not.  While  Orphah  kissed 
her  motlier-in-law  and  parted  with  h 
Euth  "clave  unto  her,"  and  utterly 
fused  to  be  parted  from  her.  She  said 
"  Entreat  mo  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to 
return  from  following  after  thee ;  for 
whither  thou  gocst,  I  will  go ;  and 
where  thou  lodgest,  I  wilt  lodge  ;  thy 
people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God 
my  God ;  when  thou  diest,  I  will  die, 
and  there  will  I  be  buried."  She  then 
confirmed  her  purpose  by  an  oath  of 
the  '  greatest  sanctity  and  importance 
amongst  the  (laughters  of  Israel,  via; 
"  The  Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also, 
if  might  but  death  part  thee  and  mo." 

The  mind  of  Euth  was  fully  made 
up  to  leave  her  own  land,  and  friends, 
and  wealth,  (if  she  was  heir  to  wealth,} 
and  the  false  gods  that  were  worshiped 
ijy  the  Moabites.  Hhc  wished  to  share 
in  all  the  storms  and  trials  that  might 
break,  and  spend  their  fury  upon  Ni 


ingly  devoted, 


How  disconsolate  Naomi  would  have 
ion,  had  she  been  traveling  alone,  for 
ic  was  leaving  three  graves  of  loved 
ones  behind  her  in  the  land  of  Moab. 
Though  she  left  Judah  vigorous  and 
happy,  she  was  returning  with  a  care 
worn  brow,  furrowed  cheeks  and  sad 
visage.  She  was  alone.  No  not  alone 
either,  for  the  affectionate  Ruth  was 
with  her,  pleasing  in  person,  winning 
in  manners,  kind  in  notions  and  words. 
Day  after  day,  as  they  traveled  on,  their 
affection  for  each  other  increased  until 
finally  they  reached  the  city  and  entered 
its  gates.  It  may  be  they  rented  an 
humble  cottage  and  poorly  as  it  was 
furnished  called  it  their  home,  while 
Ruth  labored  daily  for  their  support. 

They  had  come  to  Bethlehem  in 
the  beginning  of  barley  harvest. 
Ruth,  addressing  her  mother -in -law, 
said :  "  Let  me  now  go  to  the  field, 
and  glean  ears  of  com  after  him,  in 
whoso  sight  I  shall  find  favor."  She 
desired  to  go  out  as  a  gleaner,  and 
Naomi  said  unto  her :  "  Go,  my  daugh- 
ter." Accordingly  sho  went.  Now  it 
washer  fortune  in  her  ramblings  to 
be  found  gleaning  in  that  part  of  the 
field  belonging  to  Uoaz.  And  as  he 
was  passing  along  from  the  city  to  the 
fields  where  his  men  were  reaping,  he 
saw  her  engaged  in  her  wort,  and 
looked  with  a  degree  of  interest  upon 
her,  wondering  in  his  own  mind  who 
it  was.  Her  modest  bearing,  flushed 
checks,  flowing  locks,  and  her 
woman])"  address,  w;>n  his  admiration, 
and  when  he  reached  the  reapers,  he 
asked  them:  "Whose  damsel  is  this?" 
They  told  him  it  was  the  Moabitish 
damsel  that  came  back  from  the  coun- 
try of  Moab  with  Naomi.  Bona 
thought  of  Elimelech,  who  was  his 
kinsman;  of  Naomi,  who  had  passed 
through  dark  providences,  and  of  the 
two  sons  who  had  died,  leaving 
widows,  of  which  this  woman  was 
one  ;  and  he  thought  of  this  woman's 
tenderness  and  care  for  Naomi,  and 
addressing  her,  he  said:  "Heaiest 
thou  not,  my  daughter ;  go  not  to  glean 
in  another  field,  neither  go  from 
hence,  but  remain  here  fast  by  my 
maidens.  I  have  given  command- 
ment to  the  young  men  that  they  shall 
not  touch  thee,  and  when  thou  art 
athirst  go  and  drink  of  that  which  the 
young  men  have  drawn."  Euth  was 
astonished  at  this  kindness,  and  asked 
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why  it  was.  He  told  her  he  had 
heard  of  her  kindness  to  Naomi.  But 
the  affection  of  Boaz  increased  for 
her.  "Ho  readied  her  parched  corn 
and  she  did  eat."  He  commanded 
the  reapers  to  let  some  handfuls  fall 
on  purpose  for  her,  and  bade  her  re- 
main in  his  fielcly  through  the  harvest. 
She  did,  when  she  claimed  of  him  the 
protection  and  obligation  of  a  kins- 
man. He  acknowledged  the  correct- 
ness of  her  claim,  and  gladly  set  him- 
self about  coiisufnmatmg  what  in  all 
probability  he  had  been  meditating— 
marriage  to  her,  for  he  had  learned  to 
love  the  modest,  industrious  and  ac- 
cwtipjit-bod  Iluth. 

Soon  she  became  his  wife,  and  found 
in  him  a  gentle  and  loving  companion. 
She  rested  on  the  arm  and  bosom  of  a 
generous  and  noble  man,  a.nd  felt  her- 
self more  than  compensated  for  her 
sacrifices  in  leaving  her  native  land 
and  kindred,  and  in  a  strange  country 
stooping  to  the  service  of  a  menial 
and  performing  hard  labor  for  weeks 
as  a  gleaner,  to  support  herself  and 
her  mother-in-law.  Boaz  claimed 
her  ay  his  wife.  She  became  the  mo- 
ther of  a  son,  and  that  son  wan  the 
grand- father  of  David,  the  king  of 
Israel.    Ruth,  iv :  22. 

GAETA. 

0     Sabta   was  the   third   son   of 

Cash,  and  the  grandson  of  Ham.    He 

is  supposed  !:o  have  settled  in  Arabia. 
Gen.  x :  7. 

8ABTECHA—  [Sab-te'-kah,]  that 
surr 'Winds. 
Sabtecba  was  the  fifth  son  of 
Cush,  and  is  supposed  to  have  settled 
with  his  family  in  the  east  of  the  Per- 
sian Gulf1— for  there  are  said  to  be 
some  vestiges  of  the  name  in  various 
(liings  found  by  travellers.     Genesis, 

8ACER. 

Saceb  was  the  fourth  son  of  Obed 
Edom,  and  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
1st.  Chron.  xsvi :  4. 

SALAII  —  [Sa'-lah,]  »utsto»,  dart; 
according    to   the  Syriac,  that 

Salah  was  the  sen  of  Arphaxed, 
and  the  grandson  of  Shem,  and  he  is 


SALMON"  —  [Sal'-mon,]    peaceaJfo, 
perfect,  that  rewards. 

Salmon  was  of  the  descendants  of 
Judah  by  Pharez  his  son.  Ho  is  re- 
corded in  the  genealogy  of  David  as 
given  in  Ruth,  as  the  son  of  Nahshon 
and  the  father  of  Boaz,  Ruth,  iv: 
18,  22.  And  in  the  genealogy  of 
Christ  as  given  by  Matthew,  i :  5,  he 
is  said  to  have  begat  Boob  of  Baliab 
or  Baobab,  from  which  wc  learn  that 
Salmon  married  the  Canaanitish  inn- 
keeper— and  thus  connected  her  who 
had  hid  the  spies  with  the  honorable 
tribe  of  Judah. 

SALOME— [Sa-iy-me.] 

Salome  was  the  wife  of  &lcdce,  and 
the  mother  of  Janice  and  John.  She 
was  one  of  the  holy  women  that  fol- 
lowed our  Savior,  and  ministered  unto 
him  during  his  travels  and  labor.  She 
made  a  strange  and  foolish  request  of 
Christ,  indicating  her  ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  the  kingdom  ho  was  about  to 
dish  on  earth.  Thi  I  request  is  re- 
corded in  Matt,  xs;  21.  "She  saith 
unto  him,  grant  that  these,  my  two  sons, 
may  sit,  the  ono  en  thy  right  hum!  and 
the  other  on  thy  left  hand,  in  thy  king- 
dom.' ' 

Jus!. before  Salome  made  this!  request 
Christ  had  taken  the  twelve  disciples 
apart,  and  told  them,  in  a  feeling  man- 
ner, of  his  a  pproaeliing  sufferings  and 
death.  He  had  told  them  that  he  was 
about  to  be  betrayed  into  the  hands  of 
(lie  chief  priests  and  scribes,  and  would 
be  condemned  to  death.  Thatin  the  ex- 
ecution of  his  sentence,  the  Jews  would 
deliver  him  to  the  Gentiles,  "  to  mock 
and  scourge  and  to  crucify  him."  And 
yet  Salome  made  this  request  of  him. 
But  it  is  quite  likely  that  she  was  not 
iliogeihor  to  blame  in  making  it. 

From  the  presentation  of  this  eir- 
cmnsiauce,  Mark,  x:  35,  it  would  seem 
that  the  sons  themselves  led  her  to 
make  the  request,  or  rather,  that  they 
made  it  through  their  mother.  Christ 
recognised  it  as  their  request,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  his  answer.  "  Ye  know  not 
what  ye  ask.  Are  ye  able  to  drink  of 
the  cup  that  I  shall  drink  of,  and  to  be 
baptized  with  the  baptism  that  1  am 
baptized  with?"  And  when  they  an- 
swered him   "we  are  able,"  he  said 
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"To  shall,  indeed,  drink  of  my  cup, 
and"  bo  baptized  with,  tlio  baptism  that  I 
am  baptised  with." 

But  while  Salome  was  expressing 
their  wishes,  she  was  also  expressing 
her-  own.  It  was  her  desire  that  her 
two  sons,  James  and  John,  might  oc- 
cupy important  positions  in  Christ's 
i.0HL[!(ji~il  kingdom. 

Salome  was  present  when  Clirist  was 
eraoified,  though  with  other  women, 
standing  some  distance  from  the  sum- 
mit  of  Calvary.  They  were  sufficiently 
near  to  witness  the  terrible  scene. 
Matt,  xsvii:  55:  "And  many  women 
wore  there,  (beholding  afar  oil',)  among 
which  were  Mary  Magdalene,  and*  Mary 
the  mother  of  James  and  Josea,  and 
the  mother  of  Zebedee's  children.  '  It 
is  impossible  lev  us  to  imagine  the  feel- 
ings of  these  pious  women,  and  the 
strong  sympathy  for  Mary,  the  mother 
of  Jesus,  whose  sovil  a  sword  was  now 
piercing,  as  Eiuion  predicted. 

Salome  was  one  of  the  women  who 
went  to  the  sepulcher,  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
with  spices  and  perfumes  to  embalm 
the  body.  Mark,xri:  1.  "And  when 
the  Sabbath  was  past,  Mary  Magda- 
lene, and  Mary  the  mother  of  James, 
and  Salome,  had  bought  sweet  spices, 
that  I  boy  might  come  and  anoint  him.'; 
This  good  woman  was  true  to  the  mas- 
ter- while  ho  lived  and  labored  among 
men.  She  was  true  to  him  when  he 
was  put  to  death ;  visited  bis  grave  as 
early  as  ati  opportunity  afforded  after- 
his  burial,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to 
receive  the  first  evidence  of  his  resur- 
rection, vi:s  :   fin  eeip'.y  ■■:e;mleber. 

SAMLAH — [Sam'Jali,]  raiment,  fa's 
left  hand,  his  name. 
Wa3  a  king  of  Edom,  who  suc- 
ceeded Hadad.  His  place  of  resi- 
dence was  Masrekah,  where  lie  en- 
tered upon  (lie  duties  and  honors  of 
the  office.  Gen.  xsxvi :  i!6.  And  he 
was  succeeded  by  Saul,  of  Itehobeth. 

SAMSON— ]Sani'son,]   his   sun,  ac- 

c.onliliq  1o  ihc-iianac,  Ids  service. 

Iter-",  the  second  time. 
Samson  was  the  sou  of  Manoah,  a 
Danitc.  His  birth  is  announced  in 
Judges,  xiii;  2-1:  but  there  are  some 
things  remarkable  regarding  this  per- 
son recorded,  before  we  have  his  birth 
announced.    The  angel  of  God  ap- 


peared to  Mf.ii; null's  wife,  who  bad  not 
been  blessed  with  children,  and  in- 
formed her  that  she  should  lie  the 
mother  of  a  son,  who  should  bo  a  de- 
liverer for  Israel  out  of  the  hand  and 
power  of  the  Phil  iatines,  who  had  be- 
gan to  oppress  them,  and  she  was 
fur t her  instructed  to  keep  herself 
from  everything  unclean.  She  was 
also  informed  that  the  child  should 
be  a  Nazavitc  from  his  mother's 
womb.  She  went  to  her  husband  and 
informed  him  that  an  angel  had  ap- 
peared unto  her,  and  bad  told  her 
these  things.  lie  became  very  anx- 
ious that  the  angel  should  appear 
again,  insomuch  that  he  prayed  for  it. 
The  angel  did  appear  again  to  the 
woman,  and  she  ran  and  told  her  hus- 
band. Manoah  went  at  once  to  the 
place  where  the  angel  appeared  to  the 
woman  this  second  time,  and  he  re- 
peated unto  him  the  declaration  ho 
had  made  to  her.  Judges,  xrii.  [See 
Manoah.] 

Samson  was  born,  and  the  scripture 
account  of  bim  is,  that  "  he  crew  and 
the  Lord  blessed  him,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord  began  to  move  him  at 
times,  in  the  camp  of  Han."  By  this 
we  may  understand  that  when  Samson 
was  quite  young,  his  mind  was  being 
developed,  and  at  times  he  showed  an 
uncommon  bravery ;  while  his  body 
was  endowed  with  s  n  p  e  r  n  a  t  u  r  a  I 
strength.  His  parents  dwelt  between 
ZoraE  of  Esthaol.  We  have  an  ac- 
count of  his  going  to  Timnatb,  and 
becoming  acquainted  with  a  woman 
that  Ire  desired  to  marry.  He  re- 
quested his  parents  to  procure  her  for 
him  for  a  wife.  They  at  first  ob- 
jected because  she  was  a  woman  of 
another  nation,  and  enemies  to  their 
nation.  But  he  was  so  intent  on  it, 
that  his  father  and  mother-  thinking 
it.  might  be  from  the  .Lord  procured 
her  for  him. 

Manoah  and  his  wife  accompanied 
Samson  to  Timnath,  to  consummate  the 
espousal.  On  the  rood  Samson  turned 
aside  and  a  Hon  roared  against  him, 
threatening  to  destroy  him.  He  had 
not  even  a  staff  in  his  hand  to  defend 
himself  with.  But  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  came  upon  him,  and  he  took 
bold  of  the  lion  and  rent  it  as  he 
would  a  kid,  then  passed  on  bis  way 
following  his  father  and  mother,  but 
he  told  them  not  what  he  had  done. 
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The  parents  having  accomplished 
what  they  wanted  to,  went  to  Tira- 
nath.and  afterwards  returned  home, 
an  ;  Samson  with  them. 

Some  time  after  this,  Samson  went 
there  again,  to  consumatc  the  marri- 
age, and  his  parents  went  with  him. 
On  the  way,  he  turned  aside  to  see  the 
carcass  of  the  lion,  and,  to  his  aston- 
ishment, there  waa  a  swarm  of  boos, 
and  honey,  in  the  carcase;  and  he 
took  some  of  the  honey  in  his  hands, 
and  went  on  eating  it,  and  gave  to  Ms 
father  and  mother,  but  yet  did  not 
tell  them  of  his  having  killed  the 
lion.  The  marriage  feast  waa  pre- 
pared according  to  the  custom  of  that 
age,  and  they  began  to  enter  into  its 
enjoyments  when  Samson  put  forth  a 
riddle  to  the  thirty  companions  that 
had  been  hrou'ihi.-liim,  v.if'i  llios.'Jj'M- 
ment,  on  his  part,  if  they  found  it  out 
daring  the-  feast,  ho  would  give  them 
thirty  sheets  and  thirty  changes  o? 
garments,  and  if  (hoy  failed,  were  to 
give  him  the  same. 

They  then  bade  him  put  forth  the 
riddle  and  he  did  as  follows:  '"Out 
of  tfco  cater  car.io  forth  meat,  and  out 
of  the  strong  came  forth  sweetness." 
They  studied  over  it  three  days  and 
could  not  expound  it — they  then  cams 
to  Samson's  wife  and  urged  her  to  toll 
them,  threatening  to  burn  her  and 
her  father's  family  with  are,  if  she 
did  not  procure  information  for  them, 
She  accordingly  entreated  Sampson  to 
tell  her,  but  bo  would  not,  notwith- 
standing her  entreaties  and  tears. 
lie  to kV  her  he  had  not  told  his  father 
and  mother.  On  the  seventh  day, 
"as  she  lay  sore  ripen  him,"  ho  told 
her— she  then  told  them,  and  they,  in 
turn  expounded  the  riddle.  He  know 
full  well  that  they  had  informed 
themselves  through  'his  wife,  and  he 
cliarged  it  upon  them,  "  If  yo  had  not 
ploughed  with  inv  heifer,  ye  had  nol 
found  out  my  viddic."  The  spirit  of 
the  Lord  then  ci'.vio  npon  Samson  and 
ho  went  to  Askelon  and  killed  thirty 
Philistines,  and  took  their  spoil,  and 
gave  thirty  sheets,  and  gave  change 
of  garments  to  each  of  the  thirty 
companions  one.  He  thought  his 
wife  had  dealt  treacherously  with 
him,  and  ho  left  her  and  went  to  his 
father's  house,  not  intending  to  aban- 
don his  wife  altogether;  but  her  fa> 
tliT  did  not — J' 


ricd  her  to  one  of  his  thirty  com- 
panions. Samson  not  knowing  that 
her  father  had  given  her  to  be  the 
wife  of  another,  went  some  time  after 
to  visit  Iris  wife,  when  her  fas  her  told 
him  that  ho  had  supposed  ho  had  for- 
saken her,  and  hated  her,  and  hence 
he  gave  her  to  his  companion.  But 
the  father  proposed  to  give  him  a 
younger  daughter  to  be  his  wife  in  the 
Bteadof  the  other.  Samson  was  dis- 
pleased and  determined  on  revenge, 
lie,  therefore,  wont  forth  and  caught 
three  hundred  foxes— which  animals, 
wo  may  suppose  were  very  numerous 
in  that  country;  and  fastening  them 
together  in  twos  he  put  a  firebrand 
between  them  and  sent  them  into  the 
standing  corn  of  the  Philistines  and 
looks  into  which  in  their 
fright  they  would  run  to  hide.  The 
corn  being  ripe  caught  fire,  and  soon 
the  standing  com  and  the  shocks  were 
consumed.  But  this  was  not  all  the 
injury  done,  for  their  vineyards  and 
olive-yards  were  also  destroyed.  As 
ociOD  as  the  Philistines  ascertained 
who  had  done  this,  and  that  he  had 
done  it  because  of  the  injury  and  in- 
sult ho  had  received  in  connection 
with  his  marriage,  the  Philistines 
then  went  up  and  burnt  Samson's 
wife  and  her  father  with  fire.  lie 
told  them,  after  they  had  thus  cruelly 
murdered  his.  wife  and  father-in-law, 
that  he  would  be  further  avenged  on 
them  for  it.  "And  he  smote  them 
hip  and  thigh  wii-h  great  sla.ugliLci'.'' 

After  thus  avenging  himself  be  went 
down  Jp  a  rock  called  E tain— probably 
a  fortified  place— and  dwelt  there. 
When  the  Philistines  found  he  was 
there,  they  invaded  the  conntry  and  de- 
manded oi'  Judah  that  he  should  be  giv- 
en up  to  them  that  they  might  Banish 
him  as  their  destroyer.  Tiiey  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  deliver  him  up 
than  to  enter  upon  a  war  with  this 
people.  Accordingly  three  thousand 
of  them  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  rock, 
and  they  told  Samson  that  they  had 
como  to  hind  him  and  deliver  him  to 
the  Philistines,  lie  asked  them  if  they 
would  enter  upon  an  oath  that  they 
would  not  kill  him  themselves  if  he  de- 
livered himself  up  to  them.  They 
vowed  that  they  would  not  harm  him, 
but  simply  bind  him  and  give  him  to 
thorn.  They  then  bound  him  with  two 
uew  cords'  and  brought  him  from  the 
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top  of  the  rock  and  delivered  him  up. 
Tlie  Philistines  were  very  joyful  when 
they  found  Samson  was  in  their  hands 
and  power,  and  they  began  to  shout 
and  exult  against  him.  Just  at  this 
time  the  spirit  of  God  camo  upon  Sara- 
son,  and  the  cords  with  which  the  men 
of  Judah  had  bound  him  wore  snapped 
asunder  as  though  they  were  burnt 
with  Are,  and  the  bands  were  loosed 
from  his  hands ;  and  seeing  the  jaw- 
bone of  an  ass  lying  near  him.  ho  took 
it  up  and  began  to  kill  the  Philistines 
with  it.  Ho  went  on  slaying  ono  after 
another  until  he  had  slain  a  thousand 
■  men  with  it.  He  then  brokeout  in 
triumphant  song,  saying,  "With  the 
jawbone  of  an  ass  heaps  upon  heaps ; 
with,  the  jaw  of  an  ass  have  I  slain  a 
thousand  men!" 

Having  performed  this  wonderful 
feat  ho  threw  down  his  weapon ;  and  as 
the  excitement  of  ihe  eng^craenf.died 
away  he  became  thirsty,  and  began  in 
his  thirst  and  faintness  to  think,  after 
all,  ho  wonld  perl:-!).  He  prayed  hum- 
bly to  tho  Lord  to  help  him  in  his  ex- 
tremity, and  ho  did,  by  miraculously 
filling  the  hollow  place  in  ibo  jawbone 
with  "water.  Samson  drank  of  tho  wa- 
ter and  was  revived,  and  commemo- 
rated tho  event  by  calling  tho  fountain 
Eu-hakkore,  i.  e.  the  well  of  him  thi't 
cried,  while  the  p'aeo  was  called  Lclii, 
or  fiamoth-Lehi,  i.  c.  the  lifting  up  of 
tho  jawbone,    .fudges, 
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'ihc  next  aecoimi  we  have  ■ 
is,  he  is  at  Gaza,  boarding  at  a  house 
of  public  enter!  alii  me  at.  When  the 
Philistines  heard  that  ho  was  there. 
they  thought  surely  he  was  ia  their 
power.  They  accordingly  guarded  tho 
house  and  set  watehes  at  the  gates  cf 
Gaza,  with  instructions  to  kill  him  as 
ho  went  out  in  the  morDing.  Cut 
aln;ufc  iLiidiii.'jht  he  rose  up  and  started 
out.  The  closed  gate  was  no  barrier  to 
him,  for  ho  tore  it  down  and  earned 
the  posts  and  doors  with  him  to  the 
top  of  the  hill  Hebron,  or  a  hill  on  the 
.ro:id  to  Hebron. 

Not  long  after  this  he  became 
strongly  attached  to  a  woman  in  the 
valley  of  Sorek,  whoso  name  was  De- 
lilah, and  it  is  likely  he  married  her. 
Whether  she  was  a  woman  of  the  Phil- 
istines, or  a  daughter  of  Israel,  is  not 
known.     It  is  said  "he  loved  her." 

As  soon  as  the  Philistines  knew  of 
Samson's  relation  to  Delilah,    their 


lords  camo  to  her  and  demanded  that 
she  entice  him  and  ascertain  where 
his  great  strength  lay,  and  how  they 
might  prevail  over  him.  They  prom- 
ised each  of  them  to  givo  eleven  hun- 
dred pieces  of  silver.  This  she  under- 
took to  do — loving  the  money  more 
than  she  loved  Samson.  Delilah 
pressed  him  to  toll  wherein  his 
strength  lay,  and  how  he  might  be 
bound  to  afflict  him.  Ho  told  her  if 
they  bound  him  with  seven  green 
withes,  that  wove  never  dried,  then  he 
should  be  weak  as  another  man.  Sho 
called  tho  lords  of  the  Philistine;:!  and 
told  them.  They  brought  her  tho 
withes,  and  she  bound  him  with  them 
and  told  him  the  Philistines  were 
upon  him.  "He  brake  them  as  a 
thread  of  tow  is  broken,  when  it 
toucheth  the  fire."  Sho  urged  him 
again  to  toll  her,  and  tell  her  the 
truth.  He  told  her  to  bind  him  fast 
with  new  ropes  that  were  never  used, 
and  he  would  he  weak  as  another 
man.  She  did  so,  and  upon  trying 
him,  as  in  tho  former  case,  (lie  ropas 
proved  of  no  avail.  She  then  re- 
proached Samson  with  telling  her  lies, 
not  only  in  the  matter  of  tho  great 
secret  of  his  strength,  but  in  mocking 
her.  He  then  told  her  to  weave  the 
seven  divisions  of  his  hair  or  the 
locks  of  his  head,  with  a  web.  She 
did  so,  and  fastened  it  with  a  pin, 
then  said  :  "  The  Philistines  he  upon 
thee."  He  awoke  from  his  sleep,  and 
went  away  with  the  pin  of  the  beam, 
and  the  web.  She  then  charged  him 
with  lying  unto  her  aM  it  regarded  his 
love.  Sho  said,  "thine  heart  is  not 
with  mo,  thou  hast  mocked  mo  those 
three  times,  and  hast  not  told  me 
wherein  thy  strength  lieth."  Samson 
with  all  his  strength  of  body,  shows 
himself  to  possess  a  very  weak  mind 
in  being  influenced  by  her  as  he  was, 
for  his  soul  became  vexed,  and  with- 
out seeing  that  it  was  Delilah's  inten- 
tion to  ruin  him,  he  made  known  to 
her  the  great  secret,  via:  That  his 
strength  lay  In  the  preservation  of  his 
hair,  as  a  Nazarite;  there  was  his 
strength  and  security.  When  she 
found  that  ho  had  told  her  the  secret, 
she  called  the  lords  of  the  Philistines 
to  come  up  once  more,  and  they  come. 
She  then  caused  Samson  to  sleep  upon 
her  lap,  and  she  cut  off  his  hair  as  ho 
lay  sleeping.    She  then  began  to 
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afflict  him,  and  his  strength  went  from 
him.  Soon  the  Philistines  rushed 
upon  him,  and  apprehending  him, 
they  put  out  both  hiit  eyes,  and  taking 
him  to  Gaza,  they  put  fetters  of  brass 
upon  him,  and  made  him  their  slave, 
and  compelled  him  to  grind  at  their 
corn  mill. 

Thus  ho  continued  for  a  year,  when 
liis  hair  was  again  of  considerable 
growth,  and  his  strength  began  to 
return :  and  on  afestiva!  during  which 
they  offered  sacrifice  unto  their  God 
Dagon,  who  they  said  had  delivered 
Samson,  their  enemy,  into  their  hands. 
And  in  the  midst  of  their  feast,  they 
called  for  Samson  to  bo  brought  from 
his  prison-house.  that  fhey  might  de- 
ride him,  and  compel  him  to  make 
sport  for  them.  They  accordingly 
brought  him  to  their  temple,  and 
they  set  him  between  the  pillars  of 
the  temple.  The  various  apartments 
of  the  building  were  thronged  with 
delighted  spectators.  Samson  could 
not  sec  them,  but  bo  could  hear  the 
bustle  of  the  multitude,  and  the  in- 
sults they  were  heaping  upon  him. 
Ho  asked  the  Philistine  that  had  him 
iu  charge,  to  let  him  feci  the  pillars 
whereon  the  house  stood,  that  he 
might  rest  himself  upon  them.  He 
was  granted  his  request,  and  ho  lifted 
his  heart  in  prayer  to  Iris  God,  saying 
"Bemember  me,  I  pray  thee,  and 
iitraigihen  me,  I  pray  thoo;  only  this 
once,  O  God,  that  1  may  be  at  once 
avenged  of  the  Philistines  for  my  two 
eyes."  He  then  took  hold  of  the 
pillars,  the  oue  with  his  right  hand 
and  the  other  with  hi:-;  left,  and  asked 
of  his  God  that  he  might  die  with  the 
Philistines.  Ho  then  put  out  his 
strength  in  lifting  these  central  pil- 
lars, and  tore  them  from  (heir  place ; 
and  the  whole  temple  fell  with  a  crash 
upon  the  multitude,  the  consequence 
of  which  w;>3,  fsovewl  thousand  of 
them  died  with  Samson.  'X here  were 
three  thousand  men  and  women  in 
and  about  the  temple ;  and  the  ac- 
count tells  ua  that  in  (his  slaughter. 
Samson  killed  more  lhan  ho  had 
killed  iu  his  lifetime. 

Samson  was  a  judge  of  Israel  for 
twenty  years.  Wo  are  not  certain  as 
to  the  precise  time  that  his  magis- 
tracy commenced,  or  when  it  closed, 
or  over  how  great  an  extent  of  coun- 
try he  exercised  it.      Many    have 


thought  he  was  cotemporary  with  Eli, 
if  so  lie  probably  judged  in  (ho  tribe 
of  Dan,  on  the  border  of  the  Philis- 
tine eouuiry,  only. 

After  he  was  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
vbe  Dtigoii  temp!;',  bio  relatives  of  the 
tribe  of  Han  took  his  body  from  the 
ruins  and  carried  them  to  the  former 
residence  of  his  father,  and  where  ho 
was  bom  and  raised,  and  they  buried 
him  between  Zorah  and  Eshiaol  in. 
the  family  burying  place  of  Manoah. 
Jud.  sv;. 

With  all  his  faults andfailingsSam- 
3oi!  bad  excellencies,  and  'lie  spirit  of 
inspiration  under  the  New  Testament 
dispensation  refers  to  him  among  the 
ancient  worthies  who  bad  faith  in 
God.  Heb.  si ;  32,  S3.  There  be  is 
mentioned  with  Gideon,  Barak,  Jeph- 
thah,  David  and  Solomon. 

SAMUEL— [Saia'-u-elJ    heard  or 

<AsL';d  of  God. 

Samuel,  the  prophet  and  judge  of 
Israel,  was  the  son  of  Elkanah  and 
Hannah.  For  an  account  of  the  re- 
markable circumstances  connected  with 
'  *    birth,  sec  Elkanah  and  Hannah. 

.s  parent:!  devoted  him  to  f.hc  sen  ice 
of  God.  As  soon  as  Hannah,  his 
mother,  weaned  him,  she  took  him  to 
Shiloh  and  placed  him  under  the 
charge  of  Ell.  This  priest  was  very 
old  when  Samuel  was  placed  under  his 
charge,  and  the  child,  while  very 
young,  ministered  unto  the  Lord  before 
Eli.  There  was  no  prophet  in  those 
days— no  accredited  prophet— to  whom, 
as  in  after  years,  the  people  might  go 
to  have  difficult  matters  settled,  and  io 
receive  open  visions  of  revelation ii  IVom 
God. 

Olio  night,  while  Eli  was  sleeping  in 
bh  npa-L-Liiievit,  near  !:o  the  place  where 
the  ark  of  God  was,  end  the  child  Sam- 
uel near  him,  if  not  in  the  fame  apart- 
ment, under  the  same  roof,  whilo  the 
lamp  of  God  was  still  burning,  the 
Lord  called  to  Samuel.  Ho,  thinking 
it  was  Eli,  ran  to  him  and  asked  him 
what  he  had  called  him  for.     Tho  aged 

Sriest  said,  "  I  called  not,  my  sen  ;  lie 
ov,"n  a;>;ain/'  Samuel  was  called  by 
i!ic  JjjvJ  a.'-eeoitd  time,  and  ho  ran.  to 
Eli,  confident  that  ho  had  called  him  ; 
but  he  told  him  ho  had  not  called 
lira,  —  to  lie  down  again.  A  third 
,ime  the  Lord  called  him,  and  bo 
■eported  himself  to  Eli.      The  a^ed 
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priest  suspected  that  the  Lord  had 
spoken  unto  him,  and  bado  him  lie 
down,  andif  he  hoard  the  voice  again,  to 
say,  "Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant 
hcarcth."  The  voice  tailed  him  again, 
and  he  followed  the  directions  of  Eli. 
The  Lord  then  informed  Samuel  that 
calamities  were  about  io  fall  on  Israel. 
and  that  the  family  of  Eli  f.houhl  sadly 
suffer.  When  the  child  Samuel  came 
into  the  presence  of  Eli,  he  requested 
him  to  make  known  unto  him  the  say- 
ing of  the  Lord,  which  he  did,  but  not 
without  some  reluctance.  It  is  said  he 
told  Eli  every  whit,  and  hid  nothing 
from  him. 

Samuel   continued   with  Eli,   and 

Erobably  had  many  revelations  mr.de  to 
im,  which  he  made  known  ;  for  i' 
said  "  Siiinue!  grew,  and  the  Lord 
wii.li  him,  and  did  let  none  of  his  w 
fall  to  the  ground."  And  it  was 
Ions  until  all  Israel,  from  Dan  to  Beer- 
sheha,  understood  that  Samuel  w 
prophet  of  the  Lord.     1st  Sam.  hi. 

when  Eli  died  Samuel  succeeded 
him  as  judge  of  Israel.  The  ark  was 
taken  by  the  Philistines  in  the  battle 
in  which  Ilophni  and  Phinehas,  Eli'f 
sons,  were  slain ;  and  it  was  this  tad 
calamity  that  brought  about  Eli's 
death.  After  the  ark  had  been  iievcn 
months  iu  the  land  of  the  Philistines. 
&iey  consulted  their  priests  ."boot  send- 
ing it  back  to  Shiloh.  They  advised 
them  to  send  it  back  on  a  now  cart 
drawn  by  two  milch  kino.  The  calve.'! 
of  these  cows  were  to  be  confined,  and? 
if  the  cows  in  drawing  the  cart  were 'to 
take  the  way  of  Beth-shcmesh  in  going 
to  the  Israelite  border,  then  the  Lord 
had  afflicted  them  ;  but  if  not,  their  af- 
flictions, that  had  led  them  to  think  of 
sending  the  ark  back,  were  accidental. 
The-  kino  went  the  way  of  Beth-she- 
mesh,  and  the  men  of  that  place  com- 
mitted error  in  curiously  looking  into 
the  ark,  and  were  smitten  by  the  Lord. 
They  became  alarmed,  and  sent  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Kirjath-jearim  to  come 
and  letch  the  ark  away.  Samuel  as- 
sembled the  people  on  the  occasion, 
and  warned  thorn  to  put  away  their  idols 
and  return  to  the  Lord,  and  they  should 
be  delivered.  lie  bade  them  meet  him 
at  Mizpah ;  then  ho  appointed  a  sol- 
emn fast,  during  which  they  confessed 
their  sins  and  mourned  before  the  Lord. 
The  Philistines  came  against  them 
in  battle,  and  they  were  afraid,  and 


entreated  Samuel  to  pray  for  them. 
He  did  so,  and  offered  sacrifices  to 
God,  and  he  helped  them,  for  God 
confounded  the  Philistines  with  thun- 
der, and  they  fled  before  the  Israelites. 
Samuel  acknowledged  the  deliverance 
God  had  wrought  out  for  them,  and 
built  a  monument  to  perpetuate,  the 
memory  of  it,  calling  it  Ebenozer,  i.  e., 
hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us. 
Samuel  then  became  a  judge  in  Israel. 
1st  Sara,  viandvii. 

Samuel  had  two  eons,  Joel  aud 
Abiah,  and  he  appointed  them  as  his 
helpers  in  his  old  age.  Like  the  boos 
of  Eli,  they  were  wicked  and  unwor- 
thy of  their  father.  It  is  said:  "His 
sons  walked  uot  in  his  way,  but  turned 
aside  after  lucre,  and  took:  bribes  and 
perverted  judgments,"  insomuch,  that 
the  elders  of  Israel  complained  to 
Samuel  of  them,  and  they  came  to 
him,  asking  that  their  form  of  govern - 
iticnt  be  changed.  They  said:  "  Make 
us  a  king  to  judge  us  like  all  the  na- 
tions." Samuel  was  displeased  at  this, 
their  request,  but  ho  consulted  the 
Lord  in  prayer  as  to  what  ho  should 
do,  and  the  Lord  bado  him  hearken 
unto  the  voice  of  the  people,  charging 
it  upon  them  that  they  had  forsaken 
him,  and  were  weary  of  the  divine 
government ;  but  at  the  same  time, 
Samuel  was  directed  to  warn  them 
what  manner  of  tyrants  they  would 
have  to  rule  over  them.  They  would 
be  obliged  to  serve  fheir  king  in  wars 
— to  servo  him  in  his  household,  and 
to  bear  heavy  taxes  for  the  support  of 
his  government,  They  persisted  how- 
ever in  having  a  king.  1st  Sam.  viii. 
Samuel  was  then  directed  to  anoint 
Saul,  the  sou  of  Kish,  to  he  their 
king.  He  found  Saul  on  a  search  for 
the  asses  of  his  father,  for  they  had 
strayed  away,  and  ho  invited  him  to 
dine  with  him,  and  he  intimated  to 
Saul  that  he  was  to  be  king  in  Israel. 
They  communed  together  on  tho  top 
of  the  house,  and  whe.i  Saul  wasahout 
ready  to  start  home  to  his  father's 
house.,  Samuel  attended  him  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  city.  Ho  told  Saul 
to  bid  his  servants  pass  on  before 
him,  that  they  might  have  a  secret 
counsel  together,  and  ho  did  so. 
Samuel  then  took  a  vial  of  oil  and 
poured  it  on  his  head.,  and  kissed  him 
as  the  Lord's  anointed.  lie  then  told 
.  Saul  that  when  he  reached  Rachel's 
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Bepuloher  in  the  border  of  Benjamin, 
ho  would  see  two  men  who  would  tell 
him  that  tlie  asses  of  hia  father  were 
foil  nil.  mul  thai;  now  he  w-iu  tho  o' ;>'■;■!■. 
of  hia  father's  search ;  and  farther, 
when,  ho  came  to  the  plaina  of  Tabor, 
he  should  meet  three  men  going  tip  to 
Bethel,  one  of  them  carrying  three 
kid?,  and  another  three  loaves  of 
bread,  and  the  other  carrying  ;i  bottle 
of  wine.  He  told  him  bow  they  would 
salute  him,  and  give  him  the  bread. 
Me  told  him  further  that  when  he 
came  to  the  hill  of  God,  ho  idiould 
meet  a  company  of  prophets  coming 
down  with  instruments  of  music,  such 
as  were  used  in  worship,  and  they 
should  prophesy,  and  the  npir.it  of 
prophecy  should  also  come  upon  him. 
All  theso  wero  to  ho  signs  confirma- 
tory of  the  declaration  ho  had  made 
to  him, lis  to  his  being  selected  of  God 
to  rule  over  Israel.  Cut  this  was  not 
all,  for  just  as  he  turned  from  Samuel 
to  pursue  his  way,  "  God  gave  him 
another  heart." 

Samuel  calls  the  people  together  at 
Mizpah  and  confirms  the  kingdom  to 
Saul.  He  solemnly  challenges  the  peo- 
ple to  accuse  him,  if  they  could,  of  any 
injustice  since  he  had  been  their  judge. 
They  acknowledged  that  they  could 
not  accuse  him. 

He  then  referred  them  to  the 
mercy  of  God,  as  it  bad  been  displayed 
to  them,  and  warned  them  faithfully  to 
take  heed  and  serve  the  Lord  under 
the  new  form  of  government,  that  his 
blessing.;  might  bo  continued  unto 
them.  Ho  told  them  again  that  they 
had  done  wrong  in  asking  a  king,  and 
as  evidence  thai  they  had  done  wrong, 
they  should  now  have  a  sign  from 
heaven.  Though  it  was  wheat-harvest, 
and  thunder  and  rain  seldom  happened 
at  that  time,  yet  there  should  be  a 
storm  that  day,  to  testify  to  God's  dis- 
pleasure. Accordingly  ' l  Samuel  called 
on  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  sent  thun- 
der and  rain  that  day."  Samuel  then 
delivered  a  faithful  warning  to  tho  peo- 
ple, against  aposfcacy  from  God's 
service,  and  dismissing  tho  people,  lie 
went-  to  bis  house  and  never  afterwards 
acted  as  a  judge  of  Israel.  1st  Samuel, 
ix  to  xii. 

After  Saul  had  been  acting  as  king 
twenty  years,  he  sinned  against  God, 
in  hi;J  conduct  towards  the  Amalekrfcea, 
and  (he  aged  prophet,  Samuel, 


him  sharply  for  it,  Saul  took  Agag, 
theh  king,  a  prisoner,  and  saved  tho 
best  of  the  spoil.  When  Samuel  re- 
proved him,  lie  tried  to  justify  hia  con- 
duct, but  the  prophet  convinced  him 
that  ho  had  dono  wrong.  Samuel  then 
calls  for  Agag,  and  as  ho  came  deli- 
cately into  his  prc-enco,  bo  said  unto 
him,  "As  thy  sword  hath  made  women 
childless",  so  shall  thy  mother  be  child- 
less among  women.  And  Samuel 
hewed  Agag  in  pieces  before  tbo  Lord, 
inGilgal.  '  After  this  Samuel  went  to 
Ramaali,  and  no  more  visited  Saul  to 
council  or  advise  him.  It  is  true  that 
Said  visited  Samuel  at  Raman,  when 
David  was  there,  but  there  was  no 
friendly  counsel  between  him  and  tho 
prophet, 

Samuel  was  grieved  because  that  Saul 
w;ty  disobedient,  and  the  Lord  comforted 
him  by  sending  hint  to  the  house  of 
Jesse,  the  Be  (hie  he  mite,  to  anoint 
son  king,  as  successor  of  Saul. 
When  he  went  to  Bethlehem  on  this 
errand,  he  went  there  under  divine 
direction  with  sacrifices,  that  his  true 
errand  might  not  be  known.  Having  a 
private  interview  with  Jesse,  be  asked 
that  all  his  sons  might  pass  before 
,  His  object  was  to  select  the 
. ..  _  that  was  lo  be  king,  and  before  he 
returned  homo  siaoinfc  him.  When  he 
sawEliab,  thockloi't,  ho  thought  windy 
this  wag  the  one,  hut  the  Lord  told  him 
ho  wag  not  tho  selection.  Tho  outward 
appcarnnte  was  not,  to  be  the  criterion, 
"for  God  looketh  at  the  heart."  Six 
jthera  passed  before  liim,  but  neither 
of  them  were  selected.  Sanruel  learned 
that  David  the  younger  was  in  tho  field 
with  the  sheep,  and  he  sent  for  him. 
saw  at  once,  as  David  came,  that  lie 
the  one,  and  he  sought  an  opportu- 
nity, probably  in  company  with  Jesse 
only,  to  anoint  the  lad  as  Saul's  sne- 
ir.  After  which  Samuel  returned 
again  to  Eamah.      1st  Sam.  xvi:    13. 

Samuel  seems  t.o  have  presided  for 
several  years  over  a  school  of  yontie 
men,  who  were  devoting  themselves 
exclusively  to  the  service  of  God. 
When  David  fled  from  the  persecuting 
Saul,  he  went  t.o  Earn  all  to  Samuel  pro- 
bably to  ask  his  advice  as  to  what  he 
ulddo;  and  Samuel  thought  it  beat 
to  retain  him  with  him  awhile,  and  be 
did  SO,  and  they  dwelt  together  at, 
Naioth.  1st  Sam.  xk :  18-24.  Wo 
have  an  account  of  the  death  of  Samuel. 
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by  all  Israel,  and  theyburiedhim  in  the 
tomb  he  had  provided  for  himself  at 
Ramali. 

Samuel  was  the  first  of  that  line  of 
prophets  that  ended  with  Malachi.  Re 
13  eeeniingly  the  first  who  established 
sehouls  tor  the  prophets,  a  custom  that 
continued  at  least  until  (he  Babvbnish 
captivity.  In  his  day  lie  reformed 
many  abuses.  He  was  a  zealous  and 
ardent  advocate  for  true  religion.  lie 
was  (he  hist  judge  of  Israel,  and  the 
prime  minister  of  the  first  king.  He 
anointed  the  first  and  second  kings  to 
their  ofBces,  anil  his  public  and  private 
character  was  without  a  blemish,  and 
in  this  respect  his  equal  is  not  to  be 
found  in  modern  or  ancient  history. 

The  first  two  books  of  tho  kings  are 
called  tho  first  and  second  books  of 
Samuel.  As  it  is  certain  that  he  wrote 
i:i  a  book  rules  for  the  government  of 
the  kingdom,  in  which  rules  ho  pointed 
out  the  duties  and  privileges  of  king 
and  subjects.  It  islikoly  ho  wrote  nearly 
nil  of  flie  first  book  of  Samuel.  AH  that 

Eirt  of  it  that  gives  tho  history,  up  to 
is  death,  of  himself  of  Eli,  and  of 
Saul  and  his  kingdom.  Ho  is  also 
thought  to  have  written  the  books  of 
Judges  and  Ruth.  1st  Chron.  xxls : 
29 ;  rxvi :  28 ;  is :  10.  The  style  of  these 
two  books  with  the  first  twenty-four 
chapters  of  1st  Samuel  is  easy  ami  ex- 
ceedingly plain.  It  has  been  thought 
that  Samuel  typified  Christ ;    and  to 

Erove  this,  his  supernatural  birth  has 
ecu  referred  to,  his  growth  in  wis- 
dom and  favor  with  God,  the  revela- 
tions made  to  him,  and  tho  prophecies 
uttered  by  him  when  a  child.  Ho  oc- 
cupied  the  position  of  prophet,  (or 
Israel,  also  priest,  and  judge,  the 
prime  minister  of  the  king,  &c 

SANBALLAT— [San-bal'-lat,]  Imsli 
cr  enemy  in  secret. 
Sanballat  was  the  governor  of 
Samaria  at  the  fimo  that  Ncbcniiah 
came  with  his  he! pent  from  Persia  to 
rebuild  the  walla  of  Jerusalem,  and 
in  company  with  Tobiah  and  G-esham, 
he  was  sorely  vexed  that  this  work 
waa  going  on,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
children  of  Israel  was  sought  after. 
In  a  contemptible  manner  he  tries  to 
dissuade  Nchemiah  from  the  work. 
They  accused  him  of  rebelling  against 
the    king,      Sanballat    arrayed    him- 


self against  Nchemiah  as  an  open 
enemy,  having  tried  several  methods 
of  fraud  to_prcveut  the  work  without 
success.  I-ie  tried  to  secure  a  confer- 
ence with  Nehcmi.ah  in  which  ho  in- 
tended to  kill  him.  Ho  then  accused 
him  of  rebellion,  and  afterwards  hired 
:i  false  prophet  agaiust  him;  but  in 
all  he  failed — for  tho  walls  of  Jeru- 
salem were  built  in  spite  of  him  and 
his  allies.  Nch.  ii:  10;  Neh.  \i. ' 
Sanballat  was  of  Jloranaini,  hence 
called  the  Horanite. 

SAPH— [Saf,]  rushes,  end-,  threshold. 
Sapii  was  of  the  sons  of  tho  giants. 
He  was  slain  in  a  battle  that  the 
Israelites  had  with  the  Philistines. 
Sibbeehai  the  Hnshathite  slow  him. 
2d  Sam,  xsi:  18.  Wo  do  not  know 
that  he  was  related  to  Goliath  the 
Gittitc,  but  ho  wis  of  the  race  of 
j-'Uiliiitisiu  giants. 

aAPPHTRA—  ISaf-S'-rah,]  that  tells, 

that  writes  boohs. 

Sapphira  was  tho  wife  of  Anania3, 
an  insincere  professor  of  faith  in  Christ. 
He  waa  not  a,  true  believer',  neither  was 
fi!:ipphh;i  :  if  ;;ho  had  been  she  would 
DOt  nave  concurred  in  (bo  lie  that  her 
husband  told  the  apostle.  They  were 
false  professors  so  far  as  they  went  in 
their  profession.  They  had  not  as  yet, 
probably,  been  baptized,  but  they  were 
candidates  for  baptism.  Ananias  sold 
his  possessions,— whatever  they  con- 
sisted in, —and,  with  tho  consent  of  his 
wife,  kept  back  part  of  the  price,  "  Iris 
wife  also  being  privy  to  it.'  Their  sin 
was  that  of  attempting  to  deceive— 
holding  back  a  part  of  the  money,  and 
yet,  professing  to  give  all  up,  and  do 
professing  to  stand  on  a.  level  with  those 
who  had  given  all,  when  in  reality  they 
re  li  :■'.'  ,1  money. 

i.'ctcv  made  tho  charge  upon  Ananias 
of  lying  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the 
deceiver  fell  dead  at,  the  apostle's  feet. 
About  three  hours  afterward,  this  wo- 
man, not  knowing  that  the  deception 
waa  detected  and  her  husband  was 
dead,  came  into  the  place  where  Peter 
was,  expecting,  in  all  probability,  that 
tho  apostle  and  all  present  would  laud 
the  act,  of  their  selling  their  property 
and  putting  the  proceeds  into  a  com- 
mon treasury,  and  therehy  becoming 
benefactors  to  this  fund.  But  she  was 
greatly  mistaken.    As  she  approached 
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the  apostle  he  demanded  of  her  an  an- 
swer to  the  following  question:  "Tell 
mo  whether  ye  sold  the  land  for  so 
much?"  and  she,  without  uuv  hesi- 
tancy, answered  with  a  lie",  She 
thought  Ananias  was  near  by  and 
would  hear  her  testimony,  according  to 
their  agreement ;  but  how  was  sho  mis- 
taken—Ananias was  dead  !  And  as 
she  answered  Peter,  :'Yea,  for  so 
much,"  the  stavtliti:!'  intelligence  was 
given  her,  Thy  husband  is  dead  I  God 
in  his  anger  struck  him  down  with  alio 
upon  his  Up.  Sapphira,  thou  hast 
committed  the  same  sin,  and  the  same 
punishment  is  awaiting  thee!  And 
just  as  she  awoke  to  the  fact  that  ahc 
was  a  widow,  (he  announcement 
made  by  the  apostle,  "Behold,  (he 
of  them  which  have  buried  thy  L_. 
hand  are  at  the  door,  and  shall  carry 
thee  out."  How  solemn  and  startling 
this  (icclamficn  !  She  had  hardly  time 
to  think,  when  the  arrow  of  the  Al- 
mighty pierced  her  vitals,  and  she  fell 
dead  at.  Peter's  feet.  Her  immortal 
spirit  joined  her  husband's— both  alike 
with  the  stains  of  sin  upon  them. 
Without  time  for  repentance,  they 
were  hurried  into  the  presence  of  the 
Great  God  to  render  their  account, 
_  Her  dead  body  was  prepared  for  bur- 
ial, and  by  the  young  men  that  had 
buried  her  husband  it  was  carried  out 
from  the  presence  of  (he  apostle  and 
those  that  were  with  him,  and  buried 
beside  his  form.    Acts,  v  :  1-11. 

SAEAH,  1— [Sa'-rah,]  lady  princess 

»j  thaimiUilv.dc. 

Sarah  was  the  wife  of  Abraham. 
the  dli.islr.icu!:  Patriarch  and  friend 
of  God.  Her  name  was  Sarai  when 
married  to  the  son  of  the  same  father 
with  her.  Gen.  xi :  29,  and  sii :  13. 
But  her  name  was  changed  io  Sarah, 
Gen.  xvii :  15.  "And  God  said  unto 
Abraham;  As  for  Sarai,  thy  wife, 
thou  shalt  not,  call  her  name  Sarai, 
but,  Sarah  shall  her  name  be." 

She  was  a  remarkable  woman,  and 
has  been  styled  "  chief  among  the 
women  of  the  Bible."  Sarah  wiis  the 
mother  of  Patriarchs.  Though  she 
was  childless  until  she  was  aged,  yet 
in  her  old  age  the  won  of  promise  was 
born,  "  ho  in  whom  all  the  nations  of 
the  earlh  were  to  he  blessed." 

The  promise  was  made  her  of  a  son 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine 
27 


years,  and  in  a  few  months  Isaac  was 
horn,  when  she  in  company  with  her 
husband,  dedicated  him  dcvotionnlly 
to  God,  and  afterwards  true  to  her 
obligation  as  a  mother,  she  directed 
Isaac's  feet  in  moral  instructions  in 
the  pathway  of  virtue  and  peace.  As 
a  consequence  in  part,  when  he  grew 
up  to  manhood  he  was  a  noble  speci- 
men of  humanity— a  loving  and  ual.i- 
ftil  son— an  honor  and  joy  to  his  mo- 
ther in  her  old  age.     Gen.  xvii :  18. 

Sarah  was  a  beautiful  woman,  not 
only  in  the  estimation  of  her  husband, 
hiit  sho  posseted  a  very  p" 
son  and  was  really  hands 
''■iiMiiiont  of  others. 

When  Abraham  left  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  to  go  to  Canaan  because  of 
a.  famine  in  his  land,  he  was  led  down 
into  Egypt  to  sojourn  awhile,  and  on 
arriving  there  he  charged  Sarah  to> 
claim  the  relation  of  sister  to  him,  as 
she  could  do  it  with  some  degree  of 
consistency,  being  (he  daughter  of 
the  sanio  father  though  not  of  tho 
sa.mo  mother.  "  I  know,"  said  Abra- 
ham, "  thou  art  fair  to  look  upon, 
and  when  they  shall  seo  thee,  they 
will  say,  this  is  his  wife;  and  they  will 
kill  mo,  hut  they  will  save  thee  alive." 
And  so  it  was  that  when  the  princes 
of  Pharaoh  saw  Sarah,  they  com- 
mended her  lor  her  beauty,  am!  Pha- 
vimlioiirvc-iiicid  .'.hi-elmm  well  for  her 
sake.  She  must  have  been  very  hand- 
some in  CMrly  ]:[;>,  ii.'ai.  (he  ;u<e"  of six- 
ty-live the  great  men  of  Egypt  spake 
of  her  beauty,  and  the  kingliiniself 
desired  her  tor  his  wife.  It  was  not 
long  until  all  the  truth  was  made 
known  to  Pharaoh,  via  :  that  she  was 
Abraham's  wife,  as  well  as  his  sister.. 
About  twenty-five  years  after  this, 
Abimeleeh,  king  of  Gcrar,  sent  and 
took  her  while  her  husband  was  so- 
journing for  a  short  time  there.  As 
she  was  now  ninety  years  of  ago,  her 
beauty  must  have  faded  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  yet  either  on  account,  of  it 
or  the  greatness  of  tho  man  sho  called 
her  brother,  with  whom  he  wished  to 
form  an  alliance,  ho  sent  and  took 
Sarah  to  be  his  wife,  God  interposed 
id  she  was  soon  restore:)  t.o  Abraham. 
When  Abraham  dwelt  in  the  plains 
of  Mamie,  as  he  sat  ono  day  at  noon: 
in  the  door  of  his  tent,  three  weary 
pilgrims  attracted  his  attention. 
They  were  coming  toward  him  to  en- 
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joy  for  awhile  the  shade  of  his  tent, 
and  realise  his  genuine  hospitality. 
Going  beyond  the  common  courtesy 
of  that  age,  Abraham  went  to  meet 
(he  strangers  and  bowed  himself 
toward  the  ground  andentreated  them 
to  tarry  with  him  for  awhile.  As 
Boon  as  they  manifested  their  willing- 
ness, Sarah  united  with  her  husband 
to  make  their  guests  feel  that  they 
were  in  the  tent  of  a  friend.  She 
quickly  made  ready  three  measures  of 
meal  and  baked  it  upon  the  hearth, 
prepared  the  calf  brought  by  her  hus- 
band, butter  and  milk,  and  set  them 
before  the  strangers  and  they  did  eat. 

When  she  determined  to  send  Ha- 
garher  handmaid  away  with  Ishniael. 
and  told  Abraham,  ho  was  grieved  for 
lie  loved  Ishmael,  and  remembered 
the  promise  of  God  to  make  his  pos- 
terity innumerable.  There-was  some- 
thing harsh  to  Abraham  in  Sarah's 
expression,  "  Cast  out  the  bondwoman 
and  her  sou  for  the  son  of  the  bond- 
woman shall  not  he  heir  with  inyson, 
even  with  Isaac. "  But  Sarah  was 
right  as  Abraham  afterward  learned. 
She  acted  and  spake  regarding  that 
matter  under  inspiration. 

At  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  years  she  died  at  He- 
bron in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Behold 
the  patriarch  of  patriarchs  as  he  bends 
in  sorrow  over  her  failing  form,  or  see 
him  when  she  is  dead,  weeping  over 
her  cold  remains,  and  asking  of  the 
children  of  Hcth  a  burial  place,  that 
he  may  bury  his  beloved  out  of  Ids 
sight,  lie  makes  the  purchase  of 
the  cave  of  Maehpclah,  with  the  field 
in  which  it  is  situated,  and  there  he 
placed  the  coffined  remains,  reserving 
for  himself  a  place  in  that  scpulchc- 
for  he  wished  to  he  placed  beside  h 
in  the  sleep  that  is  not  to  be  broken 
until  the  trump  of  God  shall  sound, 
Gen.  xxiii. 

SARAH,  2 — Lady  princess  of  the 
•multitude. 
Wins  .the  daughter  of  Asher,  and  is 
reiotTed  to  in  Num.  sxvi:  46. 

SAEAPH—  [Sa-'raf.] 

Saraph  and  Joash  are  referred  to  in 
1st  Chronicles,  iv:  22.  It  is  supposed 
by  some,  they  sire  characters  ufod  to 
represent  Maliloti  and  Chilion,  the  two 
sons  of  Elimelech  and  Naomi,  but  this 


is  hardly  likely,  for  they  are  repre: 

riders,    while   the   sons   of  Naomi, 

..—■a  poor.     Their  father  emigrated  to 

Moab,  because  of  famine  and  poverty 

his  own  land,  staring  him  in  the  face. 

leso  two  men,  Saraph  and  Joash  were 

rulers  in  Moab.     It  may  be  they  were 

ies  of  David. 

SAUL,  1 — [Sawl,]   demanded,  sepul- 
clir-v,  destroyer. 

Saul  of  Rehoboth  was  one  of  the 

kings  of  Edom.     He  succeeded  Sam- 

lah,  and  was  succeeded  by  ISaal-haimii, 

of  Achbor.     Gen.  xxxvi:   37 

SAUL,  2 — Demanded,  sepulcher,  de- 
stroyer. 
Saul  was  the  son  of  Kish,  of  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  and  the  first  king 
of  Israel.  fclo  is  brought  to  our 
notice  in  1st  Samuel,  is,  just  at  the 
time  that  Israel's  elders  came  to  Sam- 
uel, their  judge,  and  demanded  a  king, 
that  they  might  be  governed  as  other 
nations  were  governed.  The  young 
man  went  in  search  of  his  fathers 
asses,  which  had  wandered  away.  He 
and  the  servant  that  attended  him', 
hunted  several  days  ineffectually  for 
them.  At  length  the  servant  proposed 
that  they  should  consult  the  prophet 
Samuel,  who  lived  not  far  from  where 
they  were,  who  ho  suggested  might, 
for  a  small  consideration,  give  them 
information  regarding  them.  They 
made  enquiry  of  some  maidens,  as  to 
where  the  seer  lived,  and  they  di- 
rected him  to  his  house.  Samuel  had 
called  a  convention  that  day,  of  the 
chief  persons  of  that  place,  to  a  sacri- 
fice. As  soon  as  he  saw  Saul  he  wel- 
comed hint,  and  told  him  that  the 
lost  asses  were  found.  The  prophet 
treated  him  very  kindly,  and  in  the 
oouvcrsation,  hinted  to  him  very 
clearly,  that  he  would  he  the  king  of 
Israel.  He  took  tho  hint  and  ob- 
served that  it  was  not  at  all  likely, 
because  he  belonged  to  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  the  smallest  of  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel,  and  bis  family  was 
one  of  the  smallest  families  of  the 
small  tribe.  He,  however,  accepted 
Samuel's  invitation  to  tarry  at  the 
feast,  and  Samuel  placed  him  at  the 
head  of  the  table,  and  served  his  dish 
very  bountifully,  thus  marking  him  as 
a  distinguished  guest. 
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Saul  lodged  with  Samuel  that  night 
and  they  had  a  secret  conference  on 
the  top  of  the  house.  The  next 
morning  the  prophet  -went  with  him  a 
short  distance,  and  before  they  parted 
Samuel  took  a  vial  of  oil,  and  anointed 
Saul  to  be  king  over  Israel,  thereby 

f'.ving  him  clearly  to  understand  that 
a  was  to  be  Israel's  first  king.  He 
then  gave  Saul  a  threefold  token  of 
this  purpose  of  the  God  of  Israel. 
First,  near  Rachel's  gravOj  ho  should 
meet  two  men,  who  would  inform  him 
that  the  asses  of  his  father  were 
found.  Second,  at  Tabor  he  should 
meet  three  men,  who  were  going  to 
Bethel  to  worship  the  Lord,  and  that 
they  would  make  him  a  present  of 
bread.  Third,  in  or  near  the  hill  of 
God,  he  should  meet  a  company  of 
prophets,  and  the  spirit  of  God  should 
come  upon  him  and  he  would  jc ' 
them  in  their  devotions.  All  tht__ 
things  as  they  occurred,  were  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  faith  of  Saul 
in  the  declarations  of  Samuel.  But 
when  he  joined  those  prophets  in 
their  exercises,  it  was  said,  "Is  Saul 
also  among  the  prophets?  "  Not  long 
nftcv  this,  Samuel  a^emblcd  the  peo- 
ple, at  Mizpah,  and  they  cast  lots  a; 
lit  v.ljo  should  ho  the  king. 

The  lot  fell  upon  ihc  tribe  of  Ben. 
iamin,  and  the  family  of  Matri,  the 
household  of  Klsh,  and  upon  Saul  of 
that  family.  Saul  had  hid  himself 
among  tho  stuff,  but  they  found  him 
and  presented  him  before  the  people 
as  the  Lord's  selection.  And  hero  it 
is  said  of  Saul  that  he  was  a  very  tall 
roan — a  head  and  shoulders  taller 
than  any  other  man  of  the  vast  and 
delighted  crowd.     Tho  people  called 

:.;■  .  .  ■■    ...„.  t.]lej1.  i-;,;, „    ..,,.]   .  !u: ,..,.]  . 

■Inn1'         Tt,/»     ■!...;.. 


"God  save  the  king?*  Tho  „„.. 
body  of  the  people  then  went  home; 
and  Saul  went  to  his  home  in  Gabcah, 
and  a  band  of  men  followed  him,  di- 


some  wicked  men  who  insulted  him, 
and_  declared  him  incapable  of  gov- 
erning as  a  king.  Though  they  de- 
spised him,  ami  brought  him  no 
•presents,  yet  he  held  hia  peace.  It 
seems  that,  though  he  was  a  king,  he 
returned  to  his  usual  labor.  1st  Sam- 
uel, x. 

It  was  uot  Jong  after  ho  was  thus 
made  king  until  the  inhabitants  of 


T.'thcfiVC!  I  or;;!   were  in  gi  _„ 

because  that  the  Ammonites  bad  b 
sieged  their  city  and  offered  them  the 
most  humbling  conditions  of  peace. 
They  were  in  great  distressed  asked 
a  seven  days'  trace  of  their  enemies. 
They  granted  it.  And  the  men  of 
J;il.)C~h-{.ril;:ad  sent  nics  seniors  to 
Gibcah  to  inform  them  of  their  peril. 
All  the  people  sympathized  with 
them  and  wept,  but  Saul  was  in  the 
field  plowing,  and  when  he  enquired 
tho  cause  of  their  distress  and  they 
told  him,  he  hewed  a  yoke  of  oxen  to 
pieces  and  sent  pieces  into  all  parts  of 
Israel,  thereby  calling  the  people  to 


struction  of  their  property  if  they  did 
not  come  at  the  call  and  meet  him 
and  Samuel  at  Bezck.  lie  soon  had 
an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  of 
Judah  and  three  hundred  thousand 
of  the  other  tribes.  It  was  not  more 
than  five  days  from  tho  call  until  this 
vast  army  was  marshalled  for  fight, 
and  they  began  their  march  at  ouee, 
crossing  Jordan,  toward  Jabesh,  to 
attack  tho  Ammonites.  They  came 
upon  their  enemy  unawares  and  con- 
quered them,  cutting  them  to  pieces. 
This  victory  gave  Saul  at  once  a 
strong  hold  upon  the  feelings  of  all 
tho  people;  and  they  were  now  in 
favor  of  killing  those  sons  of  Belial 
who  had  formerly   contemned    him. 


Saul,  however,  v::\;  not  willing  to  this, 
He  said:  "There  shall  not  a  man 
be  put  to  death  this  day;  for  to-day 
the  Lord  hath  wrought  salvatioa  in 
Israel."  They  then  went  np  to  Gil- 
gal,  and  the  kingdom  was  confirmed 
by  Samuel  unto  Saul,  and  all  the  men  of 
isi-iid  rejoiced  greatly.    1st  Samuel,  xi. 

After  Saul  had  reigned  a  short  time, 
probably  two  years,  he  levied  a  stand- 
ing army  of  three  thousand  men,  two 
thousand  were  under  his  own  com- 
mand, and  one  thousand  were  under 
the  eommand  of  Jonathan,  lib  son,  and 
with  this  army  tbey  warred  with  the 
Philistines.  They  endeavored  to  take 
some  posts  from  the  Philistines,  that 
they  had  occupied  for  several  years. 
Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  defeated 
them  at  Miehmasb,  and  the  Israelites 
greatly  elated  with  the  victory 
olunteered  in  great  numbers,  to 
drive  the  enemy  away. 

The  Philistines  then  gathered  them- 
'  "      a  great  bauJc. 
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They  marched  a  prodigious  army  into 
thn  country  of  Israel,  and  the-  Israelites 
became  alarmed,  a_nd  deserted  Saul. 
They  fled  to  caves  and  thickets,  and 
rooks  and  high  places,  and  pits,  to  hide 
themselves,  ko  that  there  was  but  a 
small  handful  left  with  SauL  The 
whole  country  was  in  a  panic,  and  Saul 
himself  partook  of  the  panic.  He 
waited  till  the  seventh  day  for  Samuel, 
and  as  ho  did  not  come  to  offer  sacri- 
fices unto  the  Lord,  he  offered  them- 
himself.  Just  about  the  time  ho  had 
made  an  end  of  offering  his  sacrifices. 
Samuel  came,  and  Saul  went  out  to 
meet  him,  to  welcome  him,  in  this  time 
of  distress  and'  peril  of  tho  nation. 
The  prophet  asked  him  what  he  had 
done,  and  ho  told1  him,  and  why  he  had 
done  it,  Samuel  charged  him  with 
having  done  foolishly,  and  assured  him 
that  the  Lord  would  transfer  the  king- 
dom to  another  family.  Their  condi- 
tion was  certainly  deplorable,  for  there 
was  but  sis  hundrotf  soldiers  left,  hut 
with  them  Samuel,  Saul,  and  Jona- 
than, marched  to  Gibeab.  Soon  Jon- 
athan, and  his  armor  bearers  had  a  glo- 
riou::i  victory  over  an  advanced  gamson 
of  the  Philistines.  Saul  could  see 
fi'oni  the  point  he  occupied,  that  the 
garrison  was  routed,  and  ho  desired  to 
know  who  of  his  small  army  was 
gone. 

The  rail  was  called,  and  it  was  found 
that  Jonathan,  and  his  armor  bearers, 
were  absent.     Saul  at  ones  call  eel 


While  ihc  priest  w; 
beard  a  great  noise,  and  finding  that 
the  army  of  tho  Philistines  were  killing 
ones  another,  he  pur-mod'  thorn. 

About  this  timo  tho  deserters  began 
to  come  out  of  their  hiding  places,  and 
assist  him  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
killing  them  in  the  pursuit,  as  far  as 
Ajalon.  The  rout  would  have  been 
very  fatal  to  the  enemy,  if  Saul  had 
not  by  a  rash  curse  condemned  the  per- 
son to  death  who  should  stop  the  pur- 
suit to  take  any  refreshments.  The 
Israelites  grew  faint  in  tho  pursuit  and 
had  they  been  strengthened  with  a  little 
food,  they  might  have  gained  a  greater 
congest.  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul, 
did  not  know  of  the  curse,  and  as  he 
was  following  the  enemy  through  t  a 
wood,  he  dipped  the  end  of  his  staff  in. 


somo  honey,  that  dropped  from  a  tree, 
and  tasted  a  little  of  it. 

In  the  evening,  as  Saul's  army  gath- 
ered together,  he  consulted  the  Lord  as 
to  whether  he  should  attack  their 
enemy's  camp  at  night,  but  the  Lord 
gave  him  no  answer,  as  a  punishment 
for  his  rashness  in  fighting  before  the 
Lord  had  given  him  instructions,  or  ad- 
vised him-  to  commence  the  pursuit. 

Saul  thought  there  was  some  other 
one  besido  himself  that  had  done  wrong,, 
and  ho  rashly  devoted  the  criminal  tO> 
death,  whoever  ho  was.  Lots  were 
then  cast,  and  Jonathan  was  taken. 
His  offense  was  that  of  tasting  honey 
as  he  passed  through  the  wood;  but 
his  father  said'  be  should  die,  good  as 
his  excuse  was  for  tasting  it.  And  he 
would  have  executed  his  purpose,  but 
the  people  said,  Jonathan  is  our  deliv- 
erer, and  ho  shall  not  die,  for  ho  bad 
no!'.  been  guilty  of  crime.    IstSam.  xiv. 

Aft ci."  this  Saul  kept  a  standing  a.rxiy,. 
and  he  made  Abner,  tho  son  of  Ner, 
ihc  captain  of  his  host.  Abner  was 
Saul's  unclo's  son,,  and  all  tho  strong 
men,  or  valiant  men  in  the  nation,  he 
took  unto  himself  to  servo  in.  the  army, 
and  with  his  army  he  made  war  upon 
(be  Moubites..  IMomli.cs,  Ammonites, 
i  ii-I  the  Philistines. 

In  1st  Sam.  xy.,  170  have  an  account 
of  his  warring  with  tho  Amalekites, 
under  an  order  from  God  to  cut  off  tho 
entire  nation.  With  an  army  of  two- 
hundred  and  ton  thousand  he  went 
against  Amalck  and  ravaged  his  whole; 
ci  inn  try.  aii'.l  cut  oil'iiinriy  of  i  lie  people, 
and  of  their  cattle ;  but  ho  saved  Agag, 
their  king,  and  the  best  of  their  cattle 
alive,  with  some  valuable  movables.  It 
is  said:  "But  Saul  and  the  people-' 
spared  Agag,  and  the  best  of  the  sheep, 
and  of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fallings, 
and  of  tho  lambs,  and  all  that  was  good, 
and  would  not  destroy  them;  but  every- 
thing that  was  vile  and  refuse,  that  they 
destroyed  utterly." 

Saul  came  to  South  Camel,  "and 
set  up  a  place,"  *.  e.,  a  monument  to 
mark  his  victory ;  then  went  down  to 
Grilgal.  Soon  Samuel  earn©  to  him  and' 
reproved  him  for  not  executing  the  di- 
vine order.  He  asked  Saul  what  the 
bleating  of  the  sheep  and  tho  lowing 
of  the  oxen  meant,  which  be  heard. 
He  told  him  that  these  sheep  and  oxen 
were  spoils  he  had  taken  in  the  war, 
with  which  to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord. 
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The  prophet  charges  him  with  doing  .. 
great  wrong,  and  though  Saul  at  first 
justified  himself,  yet  he  afterwards 
acknowledged  his  error  and  asked  for 
pardon.  He  entreated  Samuel  to  pray 
for  him,  hut  ho  seemingly  refused,  and 
turning  from  Saul  was  about  to  leave 
mm,  when  the  penitent  kins  caught 
hold  of  his  garment  to  -detain  him,  and 
it  was  rent.  Samuel  then  said  to  him, 
1  So  shall  God  rend  tin:  .kingdom  from 
thee  and  give  it  to  a  neighbor  of  thine 
that  is  better  than  thou."  Saul  then 
confessed  his  sin  again,  and  entreated 
tho  prophet  to  honor  him  before  (lie 
Elder;;  of  Israel,  and  turn  in  with  him, 
that  he  might  worship  tho  Lord.  He 
was  ic.Ti'ful  'est  (lie  people  would  loot 
upon  him  with  contempt,  and  rebel 
against  him.  The  prophet  complied 
with  his  request  and  joined  him  in  pub- 
lic worship ;  after  which  he  and  tho 
king  of  Israel  parted,  and  never  more 
mat  together  in  friendly  counsel.  Sam- 
uel  never  visited  hint  again,  and  prob- 
ably the  only  interviews  they  had  after 
this  was  when  Saul  went  to  Raman,  to 
arrest  David,  and  when  became  to  him 
from  tho  dead  to  warn  hi  in  of  his  de- 
feat and  death  at  Gilboe. 

Tho  ability  properly  to  govern  Israel. 
"iv.'iu  lost  by  Haul,  and  an  evil  spirit  soon 
after  this  troubled  him.  David  had 
been  anointed  by  Samuel  as  Saul's  suc- 
cessor. And  as  some  of  Saul's  attend- 
ants  advised   him   to 


skillful  lu  music,  to  p'lay 
during  his  fits  of  melancholy.  David 
waa  procured,  and  was  thus  introduced 
to  tho  court  of  Haul,  and  became  hi-- 
constant  attendant.  Tho  music  of 
David  became  effective,  and  Saul  be- 
came strongly  attached  to  him,  and  con- 
stitnf.cr.Uiim  hia  armor  bearer.  When 
the  Philistines  piiobed  in  Ephes-Daui- 
mim,  and  in  the  person  of  Goliath,  the 
giant,  defied  tho  armies  of  the  living 
(rod.  Sauf  promi-cd  his  oldest  danaliter 
to  whoever  should  kill  tho  giant,  David 
performed  the  feat,  and  so  won  the 
prize.  As  David  returned  from  the 
slaughter  of  the  Philistines,  tho  women 
of  Israel  camo  out  to  celebrate  tho  vic- 
tory by  music  and  dancing.  And  they 
were  heard  by  Saul  to  say,  "Saul  has 
slain  his  thousands.  Mid  LWid  his  tens 
of  thousands."  This  made  Saul  jeal- 
ous, and  being  groatly  di-pleased,  bo 
sought  opportunity  |0  slay  David.  In 
liis  trouble  of  jealousy,  one  of  his  fits 


of  melancholy  came  on  him,  and  David 
flayed  before  him  as  at  other  times,  and 
Saul  having  a  javelin  in  his  hand  threw 
it  at  David,  to  kill  him,  but  be  escaped 
it.  Saul  then  placed  David  in  com- 
mand of  a  thousand  man,  undsoudil.  oc- 
casion .against  him,  but  could  find  none. 
At  length  he  promised  David  his  elder 
daughter  J I  crab,  to  wife,  if  ho  would 
be  valiant  for  him,  and  fight  the  Lord's 
battles.  Ho  desired  to  prompt  David 
to  rush  into  danger,  that  ho  might  be 
'"""'l,  and  lie  did  not  really  intend  to 
,_._  him  Merab,  for  he  gave  her  to 
another  man :  Adriel  tho  Meholathite. 
heard  that  bis  younger  daughter 

. . love  with  David,  and  he  sa'ui.    f. 

will  give  her  to  him  that  she  may  be  a 
snare  unto  him.  He  told  some  of  his  at- 
tendants (i.i  icllDavid  thathnwoiildgive 
him  Miohalf.irono  hundred  foreskins  of 
t.hc  Philistines,  ile  thought,  surely 
David  will  be  killed  before  lie  lias  killed 
one  hundred  men,  hut  in  this  he  waa 
mistaken,  for  David  killed  two  hundred 
and  brought  the  evidence  to  Saul,  and 
the  king  gave  him  his  daughter  to  wife. 
lst&rn.  xvii  and  xvlii. 

Saul  was  still  intent  on  killing  him, 

and  made  two  ineffectual  attempts.  He 

'tivcwa.  javelin  at  him,   butiuis-ed  his 

■k,  and  tho   instrument  pierced  the 

wall. 

Saul  then  sent  soldiers  to  his  .house 
to  take  him,  hut  by  the  ingenuity  of 
Jlich:!l  he  e-;i.-.-;j)f:d.     SUill   determined 


.  taking  David,  when  he  heard  thai 
he  was  at  Eamah  ho  scat  messengers, 
but  they  were  thwarted.  lie  then 
went  in  person  i  a  take  him,  but  David 
escaped  while  Saul  was  divinely  de- 
tained. 1st  Sam.  xix.  Saul  becomes 
yery  angry  at  Jonathan  who  plead 
before  him  for  David,  for  he  had  given 
David  permission  to  be  absent  at  tho 
feast  of  tho  new  moon.  That  waa  the 
time  Saul  had  certainly  intended  to 
bill  him,  and  he  was  so  enraged  at 
Jonathan  that  he  tried  to  kill  him, 
for  he  cast  a  javelin  at  him.    lat  Sam. 

.     e  time  after  this  Saul  bitterly 

complained,  that  none  of  his  servants 
had  informed  him  of  tho  accomplices 
of  David.  Ho  upbraided  his  servants 
for  infidelity  towards  him.  1st  Sam. 
sxii:  7.  Just  at  this  time  Do  eg  the 
Edomite  stepped  forward  and  in- 
formed San!  that  he  saw  the  son  of 
at  Nob,  and   that  Ah  undo  oh 
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the  priest  gave  him  bread  and  the 
sword  of  Goliath,  the  Philistine. 
Saul  was  greatly  enraged  at  the  priest, 
and  sent  and  brought  him  and  ail  bis 
family  before  him,  and  charged  him 
with  lulling  conspired  against  him. 
Ahiniolcch  asserted  his  innocence, 
but  Saul  condemned  him  and  his  fel- 
low priests,  with  the  inhahitaijis  ot 
the  city.  There  were  eighty-five 
priests  slain  that  day— only  one  of  the 
whole  eompanv  escaping  and  that  was 
Abiathar,  who  fled  to  David  and  m- 
forincd  him  of  the  slaughter  of  the 
priests.  It  is  quite  likely  ho  would 
have  murdered  the  father  and  mother 
of  David,  but  they  went  to  their  "-- 
who  procured  them  a  home-  in 
com ;'.;■;■'  of  r-loab. 

When  Saul  hoard  that  David  was 
iu  Kcilah,  a  fortified  city,  he  deter- 
mined to  go  and  seize  hiin  while  there. 
David  beard  of  it.  and  leaia:'.!;-  .'■■■  m 
the  Lord  that  the  men  of  Keilah 
would  betray  him  he  escaped.  Sa.ul 
learned  that  he  was  in  the  wilderness 
of  Ziph,  and  ho  intended  to  go  there 
and  take  him,  probably  depending  on 
the  Ziphitc:;  to  betray  him  into  his 
hands.  Again  David  escaped  and 
Saul  heard  of  him.  in  JIaon,  and  went 
there  to  take  biro,  but  ho  was 
thwarted  in  his  designs  by  being 
called  into  another  part  of  his  king- 
dom because  of  the  Philistines  inva- 
ding- it.    1st  Sam.  sxiii. 

After  Sard  had.  returned  from  fol- 
lowing the  Philistines  ho  heard  that 
David  was  in  the  wilderness  of  En- 
gedi,  and  he  goes  in  search  of  him 
with  three  thousand  men.  Before  he 
discovered  David's  camp  he  wont  into 
a  eave  to  sleep.  In  that  cayo  David 
and  his  men  were  bid ;  while  Saul 
was  asleep-  David  arose  and  cut  off  the 
skirt  of  his  robe,  afterwards  he 
showed  it  to  Saul,  and  showed  him 
how  easily  he  might  have  killed  him, 
hut  he  would  not.  The  conscience  of 
the  king1  smote  him  for  having  pur- 
sued an  innocent  person  as  bo  had 
David,  and  be  returned  to  his  home. 
1st  Sam.  xsiv. 

Saul  gave  MichaL  David  s  wife,  to 
Phalti,  the  son  of  Laish,  and  when 
ho  was  informed,  by  She  Zophitcs,.  of 
David's  hiding  place,  again  with  thirty 
thousand  men,  he  went  in  search  of 
him-  David  sent  out  a  small  scout- 
ing party,  and  finds  ont  where  Saul 


s  camped,  and  in  company  with  Abi- 
,jhai,  ho  went  softly  to  the  camp  by- 
night,  and  found  them  all  asleep.  He 
saw  Saul  sleeping  within  the  trench, 
and  his  spear  stuck  in  the  ground  by 
his  bolster  and  a  cruise  of  water,  and 
A'mev.  the  <:;-.phJu  of  hi-;  host,  lay  ■ 
near  him.  Lie  approached  Saul,  and 
took  the-  spear  and  tho  cruise  of  water, 
and  left  tho  camp  _without_  waking 
them.  Iu  the  morning,  David  called 
to  Saul,  and  bade  him  send  one  of  bis 
servants  to  him,  to  return  the  trophies 
be  bad  gathered  from  him.  during  tho 
night,  and  ho  chid  Saul  for  his  con- 
tinued hostility  to  him.  Saul  bum- 
bled himself  when  he  saw  that  David 
bad  again  spared  bis  life,  and  be 

B'omise-d  ha  would  no  moro  persecute 
avid.  So  he  returned  to  his  place, 
and  David  feeling  that  ho  could  not 
depend  on  Saul's  promises,  sought 
refuge  among  tho  Philistines.  1st 
Samuel  xxvi. 

The  .Philistine;  Invaded  the  king- 
>ra  of  Israel,  with  fresh  vigor  and 
rncstness.  Saul  was  greatly  troub- 
„d,  and  asked  advice  of  the  Lord, 
hut  lie  received  no  answer.  At  length 
he  applied  to  tho  witch  of  Endor. 
After  she  became  satisfied  that  the 
person  who  applied  to  h. or  would  oof 
inform  on  her,  for  before  this  time  all 
the  witches  and  wizards  of  the  land 
that  were  known,  had  been  put  to 
death,  she  asked  him  who  bo  wished 
to  see  from  the  spirit  world,  and  he 
said  the  prophet  Samuel,,  for  he  had 
died  a  little  while  before.  After 
awhile  tho  woman  discovered  that  the 
person  before  her  was  Saul  tho  king, 
in  disguise,,  and  she  was  afraid.  But 
Samuel  rosily  appeared  to  the  aston- 
ishment of  the-  woman,  and  he  de- 
manded of  Saul  his  mason  for  wh-hiu-' 
sin  interview  with  him.  He  told  him 
that  he  had  made  enquiry  of  the 
Lord,  who  had  refused  to  givo  him 
any  counsel  or  advice,,  either  by 
dreams  or  vision,  or  by  prophets. 
Samuel  told  him  he  need  not  expect 
to  be  comforted,  for  God  had  departed 
from  him,  and  after  intimating  clearly 
to- him  that  he  should  be  slain  iu  the 
coming  battle,  Samuel  left  him.  Ho 
was  probably  rdone  with  the  spirit  of 
the  prophet  the  woman  having  re- 
tired, but  when  she  e  a  m  e  in,  she- 
found  him  prostate  on  the  earth, 
without  power  to  move  or  speak.     She 
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prepared  some  refreshments,  and  per- 
suaded him  to  take  them,  and  in  the 
morning  he  returned  to  the  camp,  and 
toot  his  position  at  the  head  of  his 
forces  to  fight  the  battle  they  were 
preparing  to  fight.    1st  Sam.  xxviii. 

The  account  of  the  Bit.  Gilboa  battle 
is  given  in  1st  Sam.  xxxi.  It  was  a 
terrible  fight,  and  the  Israelites  were 
routed,  and  very  many  of  them  fell 
down  slain  in  the  mount.  As  they  fled 
T.liti  Philistine-;'  followed  after  thorn  and 
overpowered  them,  and  Saul  and  his 
sons,  Jonathan,  Abinadab  and  Mcl- 
ehish.ua,  were  Blain.  From  the  account 
given  of  the  battle  we  may  judge  that 
Saul  fought  desperately.  It  is  said  he 
was  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and 
hedged  his  armor-boa  re  r  to  kill  him, 
that  ho  might  not  foil  into  the  hands 
of  the  uncircumoised  Philistines  ;  but 
his  armor-bearer  refused.  Thou  Saul 
fell  upon  his  own  sword  and  died  ;  and 
his  armor-bearer,  seeing  tho  kin,''  was 
dead,  fell  also  upon  his  sword  and  died. 
An  Attialekite  who  was  near  by,  seeing, 
it  may  be,  some  signs  of  life  in  Said, 
thrust  his  sword  through  him,  and  fak- 
ing possession  of  bis  crown  and  brace- 
lets carried  them  to  David,  expecting, 
in  all  probability,  a  reward;  but  he 
was  slain  because  ho  acknowledged  to 
the  murder  of  tho  king, 

Tho  day  after  the  battle  the  Philis- 
tines found  the  bodies  of  Saul  and  his 
sons ;  and  they  cut  off  Saul's,  head  and 
stripped  off  his  armor  and  sent  it 
around  amongst  their  people  to  satisfy 
them  all  of  the  victory  they  had  ob- 
tained. The  Philistines  deposited 
Saul's  armor  iu  tho  bouse  of  their  aod, 
and  fastened  his  body  to  the  wall  oi 
Beth-shan.  Tho  men  of  Jabesh-gilead 
remembering  with  gratitudo  their  de- 
liverance, by  the  hand  of  Saul,  from 
the  Ammonites,  sent  their  valiant  men 
to  recover  the  bodies,  and  having 
gained  possession  of  them  they  buried 
them  in  a  grove  near  their  city,  and 
mourned  for  seven  days.  Afterwards 
David  removed  their  remains  to  the 
aapuleher  of  KLsh. 

Sometime  during  his  reign  Saul  mur- 
dered many  of  tho  Gibeonites;  and 
they  demanded  of  David,  after  lie  was 
made  king,  reparation,  in  vengeance  on 
the  house  of  Saul.  David  gave  them 
tho  two  bods  of  Saul  by  Rizpah,  and 
five  of  Merab's  children,  and  the  Gib- 
eonites hung  them  as  an  atonement  fo:- 


Saul's  murder  of  the   people.       [See 
Rizpah.] 

fcianl  was  at  first  a  very  humble  young 
man,  but  he  afterwards  became  proud, 
tyrannical  and  jealous.  But  the  most 
inhuman  and  wicked  act  of  his  life  was 
tho  murder  of  the  innocent  priests  and 
people  at  Nob.  Whatever  his  private 
character  was,  he  was  a  bad  king.  He 
was  a  weak  man  ;  his  conduct  toward 
David  proves  this,  as  does  his  applica- 
tion to  tho  witch  of  Eudor.  Re  was 
mortally  wounded  in  the  battle,  and 
hence  his  last  act  need  not  be  locked 


SAUL,   3 — Demanded,   sepulchw,  de- 

Was  a  native  of  Tarsus,  a  city  of  Ci- 
bola.    Ho  was  miraculously  converted, 

;uid  railed  Paul,  the  great  apostlo   to 
-i ho  (k'iitikis.     [Hoc  Pan!.] 


1CEVA- 


h,]    disposed,  pre- 


BCEVA  1 

Ephesu 


a  Jew  who  resided  at 
Is  referred  to  in  Acts, 
14r-l(i  as  being  tho  chief  of  one 
of  the  orders,  or  classes  of  Jewish 
priests.  He,  with  his  seven  sons,  are 
noticed  in  the  above  reference.  While 
Sccva  was  a  chief  priest,  his  sons 
made  pretensions  to  exorcism,  or  east- 
ing devils  out  of  men.  They  traveled 
about  from  place  to  place,  on  this 
business,  hut  at  Epheaua  they  under- 
took a  case  that  they  could  not  man- 
age, and  they  finally  adjured  the  devil 
by  Jesus,  whom  Paul  preached  to 
come  out  of  the  person.  The  devil  is 
represented  as  saying  to  them,  "Jesus 
I  Know,  and  Paul  I  know ;  but  who 
are  ye?"     The  devil  then  used  the 

Eyssessed  person  as  his  instrument  in 
andling  tho  sons  of  Sceva  so  roughly 
that  they  fled  out  of  the  house  naked 
and  wounded;  or  ran  for  their  lives 
from  the  enraged  man,  possessed  with 
the  devil. 

SEBA— rSeTm,]  drunkard,  that  sur- 

rot.mdn  ;  according  to  t.fif.  S/irtoc, 
old  man. 
Seba  was  the  older  son  of  Gush, 
the  son  of  Ham.  There  arc  four 
other  sons  of  Gush  mentioned  in  Gen. 
s:  V,  viz:  Havilah,  Sabtab.  Kaaraah 
and  Sabtediii,  and  llaamali'a  two  sons, 
Sheba  and  Dedau,  are  mentioned  in 
the  H;;m<:  verse. 
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S  E  C  U  N  D  TJ  S— [Se-kim'dusJ  the 
second. 
Wni!  a  friend  of  the  apoatle  Paul, 
who  is  reported  to  have  gono  with  the 
apostle  from  Corinth  as  far  as  Asia, 
on  his  way  to  Jerusalem.  He  was 
probably  a  devout  christian,  and  fel- 
low  laborer.    Acts,  xx:  4. 

SEDECIAS— [Sed-e-ci'as.j 

Was  the  father  of  Maaseiah,  and 
probably  the  same  person,  with  the 

false  prophet  .referred  to  in  Jeremiah, 
xxix;  21-22. 

SEKAAH— [Se-na'ah.] 

Senaati  iii  :i  pi'iYiurt  Vihd  is  icll'vr.ij 
to  in  Ezra,  ii:  35,  among  the  Jews 
who  returned  from  Babylon  with  the 
priesta  and  Levites,  and  singera  and 
porters.  The  family  of  Seeuah  num- 
bered three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirryl  and  were  very  active  iu  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  wort,  for  which 
the  Jews  returned  to  Judah.  This 
same  family  is  referred  to  in  Well,  iii : 
3,  a3  building  the  fiskgate,  and  laying 
the  beams  thereof,  and  setting  up  the 
door;;  with  the  locks  and  bars. 

SEG-TJB— [Se'gub,]  fortified,  raised. 

Was  the  youngest  son  of  Hiel,  the 
Bethelite,  who  rebuilt  Jericho,  and 
realized  the  fulfillment  of  Joshua's 
prediction.  He  died  just  as  his  father 
finished  the  work  of  rebuilding  the 
ciiy.    1st  Kings,  xvi :  34. 

SEIR— [Se'ir ,]  hairy,  demon,  tempest, 
barley. 
H-irai  is  called  the  Ilorite,  who  in- 
habited the  land  of  Lofan.  The 
region  of  country  where  Esau  lived 
for  awhile,  and  where  some  of  his 
children  and  grandchildren  were  born. 
The  names  of  Bcir's  children  are  given 
in  Geo.  xxxvi:  21,  viz:  Lotan,  Sho- 
bab,  Zibeon  and  Anan,  Dishon  and 
.Kzer,  iiiid  Dislnm,  as  also  the  name 
of  his  grandchildren.  Gfeu.  xxxvi : 
22-30. 

SEMACIIIAH-  [Sem-a-ki'-ah.  ] 

Sesiaci-iiaii  was  a  descendant  of 
Obed  Edoin,  and  one  of  the  sacred 
porters.     1st  Chron.  xxvi :  7. 


SENNACHERIB  — [Sen-nak'-e-ribJ 
hash  of  (he  (lcntm<'.U:mi>f  the  saiii/d 
of  drought. 
Sennacherib,  was  the  king  of  As- 
syria. He  invaded  Judah,  in  the  time 
of  Hezokiah,  iu  the  fourteenth  year  of 
hts  reign.  He  besieged,  and  took,  all 
(Ik:  fenced  cities.  2d  Kings,  xviii:  13. 
Ilezekiah  felt  himself  to  be  in  extrem- 
ity, and  sent  Senacharib  word,  that  he 
would  agree  to  any  conditions  of  peace 
ho  would  name.  The  Assyrian  king 
accordingly  subjected  him  to  a  tax  of 
three  hundred  talente  nf  silver,  and 
thirty  talents  of  gold.  He  paid  it  how- 
ever, willingly,  under  the  impression 
Unit.  Seimaelievib  would  no  longer  war 
with  him.  Ho  emptied  his  own  house 
of  silver,  and  the  house  cf  the  Lord  of 
gold,  to  meet  this  requisition.  But  in 
the  stead  of  the  Assyrian  leaving  him 
to  enjoy  himself  in  his  subjection,  be 
violated  the  agreement,  and  continued 
the  war.  Ho  sent  three  of  Ms  gen- 
erals  to  summons  Hezekiah  and  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  to  a  surrender; 
Tartan,  Kabsaris  andEahshakeli halted 
near  the  cily  of  Jerusalem  in  the  ful- 
lers field,  and  made  their  demand. 
Hesekiah  sent  out  three  men  to  confer 
with  them.  But  the  generals  of  Sen- 
nacherib treated  them  with  contempt, 
and  offered  them  insult.  Hczckiah's 
representatives  asked  them  to  say  what 
they  had  to  say  in  their  own  language, 
as  they  were  competent  to  confer 
with  them  iu  Syrian  language,  butthey 
l'cfuscd  and  would  tall;  to  them  loudly 
in  the  Hebrew  language,  in  the  hopes 
of  creating  dissatisfaction  among  the 
people.  Sennacherib  wrote  Ilezekiah 
a  letter  in  which  he  boasted  that  ho 
would  compel  him  to  a  surrender,  for  fie 
had  it  in  his  power  to  subdue  Jerusalem 
as  ho  had  other  cities.  He  then 
marched  his  army  up  to  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem,  and  encamped  in  the  valley 
of  Tophet.  The  King  of  Judah  was 
greatly  distressed,  and  earnestly  prayed 
to  the  Lord  for  help.  The  prophet 
Isaiah  went  to  him  in  his  distress,  and 
assured  him  that  his  prayer  was  heard, 
and  that  the  city  of  Jerusalem  should 
be  delivered;  and  that  this  haughty 
and  defiant  Assyrian,  should  be  des- 
troyed. The  night  before  Sennacherib 
intended  to  take  the  city,  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  went  into  his  camp  and 
passed  through  it  as  a  destroyer,  killing 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
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thought    .       .  

fucral   llabshskeh   among  them.     2d 
ings,  xviii  and  _\ix;    2d  Chronicles, 
xsj.ii.  and  !V:a,  xxxvii,  &c.     ■ 

After  this  dreadful  slaughter  of 
Sennacherib's  soldiers  he  returned 
home,  and  shortly  after,  two  of  his 
sons,  Adramelcc!)  and  fiharezev  mur- 
dered him  in  the  temple  of  his  idol 
Nisroeh.  For  an  account  of  his  death 
sea  lea.  sxsvii:  37,  38.  And  he  \ 
Fuceccdert  on  I  he  ihmue  of  Assyria 
Eaiir-haddon.,  his  son. 

SEORM— OW-rim.] 

Was  one  of  the  priests  appointed  by 
David    when    he    divided    them    into 

twenty-four   orders.     His  lot  was   the 
fourth.      IstOhron.  xxiv  :   " 


SERAIAH,  1— [Scr-a-i'-ah,]  prince 
of  the  Lord,. 
Seeaiah  was  a  high  priest  of  the 
Jews.     He  was  the  son  of  Azariah 

and  Jozedek,  (.lie  lather  of  Joshua. 
In  Jer.  li,  we  have  an  account  of  his 
capture  by  the  captain  of  the  guard 
at  Jerusalem,  and  being  taken  a  pris- 
oner in  compaoy  villi  KephanJah,  tin 
second  priest.  The  two  were  taken, 
with  a  eunuch  that  had  charge  of  the 
men  of  war,  and  seven  of  the  king's 
body  guard,  his  scribe,  and  sixty  of 
the  people,  by  Ncbuaaradan  to  Rib- 
lah,  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  the 
king  of  Babylon  cruelly  murdered 
them. 

SERATAH,  2— Prince  of  the  Lord. 

Seeaiah  was  the  son  of  Meriah, 
who  was  the  son  of  Maaseiah,  and  this 
Keriah  was  the  brother  of  Baruoh. 
He  was  probably  in  a  position  of  con- 
siderable imperial !<■<;;_ in  the  kingdom, 
under  Zedekiak.  Ho  may  have  been 
his  steward,  or  probably  ho  may  have 
been  the  director  of  the  presents  that 
wcro  borne  from  Zedekiah  to  Nebu- 
chaduewar  a  few  years  before  Jerusa- 


We  have  an  account  in  Jer.  li ;  59- 
62,  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah  commit- 
ting to  his  hands  a  book,  in  which  he 
had  written  of  evils  that  should  come 
upon  Babylon  ;  and  the  prophet  Jer- 
emiah gave  him  strict  commandment 
when  he  came  to  Babylon,  to  read  all 
the  words  of  the  book,  and  after  he 
had  read  it,  to  declare  that  all  the ; 


words  of  the  book  regarding  Babylon 

should  come  to  pass  ;  ,:  this  place  shall 
be  cut  off  that  none  shall  remain  in 
it,  neither  man  nor  beast,  but  it  shall 
be  desolate  forever."  He  was  then 
ordered  to  fasten  a  atone  to  the  book, 
and  cast  it  iuto  Babylon's  great  river, 
the  Bnphralcs,  and  say :  "Thus  shall 
llabylon  sink,  and  shall  uot  rise  from 
the  evil  that  I  will  bring  upon  her ; 
:md  they  s.hail  be  weary." 

SERED—  [Se'-red.^ 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Zebulun. 
and  is  reckoned  wkli  Jacob's  ianiily 
in  Egypt.    Gen.  xlvi :  14.    And  he  was 

the  h.ead  of  the  j.miilvof  the  Sardiies. 
Num.  ssvi :  26. 

8ERGITJS    PAULUS,     [Ser'-je-us, 
Pau'-lusJ  a  net. 
Sehgius  Paumb  was  the  deputy 

governor  of  the  island  of  Cyprus,  at 
the  time  Paul  and  BamabasVcre  set- 
apart  by  the  church  at  Antioch  to  go 
unto^the  Gentiles.  While  these 
reproaching  tiie  gospel  in 
.  ^.gutm  of  the  Jews,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  island,  they  met  with 
opposers  and  persecutors;  yet  the 
deputy  himself  was  converted  to  the 
faith,  and  listened  with  groat  interest 
to  the  apostle  preaching.  At  length 
Elymns  a  sorcerer  sought  to  turn  gor- 
ging Paulus  away  from  the  faith 
and  the  apostle  Paul  rebuked  him, 
and  declared  that  he  should  be  blind 
for  a  season,  which  came  to  pass. 
The  deputy  saw  the  miracle  and  was 
confirmed  by  it  in  the  faith.  Acts. 
"ii:  6-12. 

SERUG. 

8EB.UQ  was  the  son  of  Ragau  or 
lien,  and  the  father  of  Nahor.  Gen. 
si :  2,2.  Wo  know  but  little  concern- 
ing him,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
there  is  foundation  for  the  opinion 
that  has  been  expressed,  that  Serug 
introduced  idolatrous  worship,  or  the 
worship  of  images  of  men  who  had 
very  useful  in  their  life  time. 

SETH— Put,  who  puts. 

8ETH  was  the  son  of  Adam.  The 
account  of  his  birth  is  in  Gen.  iv:  25: 
"And  Adam  knew  his  wifo  again,  and 
she  bare  a  son  and  called  his  name 
beth;  for  God,  said  she,  b.ath  ap- 
another  seed  instead  of 
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Abel  whom  Cain  slew."  By  this  lan- 
guage wo  may  understand  that  Eve, 
who  named  him,  had  it  divinely  re- 
vealed to  her  that  this  son  should  be 
in  the  lino  by  which  the  Messiah  was 
to  come  ;  and  we  find  when  the  flood 
came  and  wept  av.;:y  the  family  oi.' 
man  from  the  earth,  Noah  and  his 
family,  who  were  descendants  of  Seth, 
continued  to  live  and  were  preserved 
in  the  ark.  Noah  was  the  ninth  from 
Seth  and  the  tenth  from  Adam.  So 
the  genealogy  of  Christ,  aa  given  by 
Luke,  iii,  places  Seth  in  the  lino,  the 
first  from  Adam,  and  Shera  the  first 
from  Noah. 

Adam  was  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  old  when  Seth  was  born  and  it 
is  said,  in  Gen.  v :  3 :  "Ho  begat  a 
son  in  his  own  likeness,  after  his  im- 
age." This  language  seems  to  allude 
to  Gen,  i :  26,  when  God  said :  "  Let 
us  make  man  in  our  own  image."  As 
Adam  was  a  mortal,  on  account  of 
the  transgression  of  the  law,  imper- 
fect and  impure,  Seth  partook  of  his 
nature  and  qualities.  In  this  respect 
ho  was  like  all  the  other  children  of 
Adam,  though  in  the  line  of  the  com- 
ing Messiah. 

Seth  was  the  father  of  Hnos,  who 
was  born  ncto  him  when  he  was  one 
hundred  and  five  years  old;  but  he 
lived  after  the  birth  of  Enoa  eight 
hundred  and  seven  years,  so  that  his 
age,  at  tho  time  he  died,  was  nino 
hundred  and  twelve  years.  Gen.  v : 
6-8.  The  posterity  of  Enos  were,  for 
a  long  time,  true  worshipers  of  the 
living  God;  but  afterward,  with  the 
balance  of  the  wonderfully  in  or  ear,  oil 
family  of  man,  they  forsook  God,  for 
when  God  determined  to  deluge  the 
world,  the  inhabitant!!  h;ul  all  strayed 
from  him,  except  Noah's  family,  as 


companions,  was  educated  in  the  learn- 
ing of  the  Chaldeans.  His  Jewish 
name  was  Hananiah,  but  the  prince  of 
the  eunuchs  called  him  Shadrach. 
Dan.  i :  7.  He,  with  his  two  compan- 
ions, was  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
Daniel,  and  rendered  him  assistance  by 
uniting  with  him  in  prayer  for  a  revela- 
tion from  God  regarding  the  klng'c 
dream.  Dan.  ii:  17.  After  Daniel 
had  interpreted  the  dream  he  was  pro- 
lotcd  in  the  kingdom  (o  honor  and 
rcat  distinction,  and  his  three  friends 
eve  also  promoted  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Daniel,  to  a  governorship,  each 
of  them.  But  afterwards  their  faith  in 
God  was  severely  tested,  and  their  fidel- 
ity and  faithfulness  in  their  religion. 
They  refused  to  obey  tho  king  by  re- 
nouncing their  religion  and  engaging  In 
idolatry  by  worshiping  the  goklen  im- 
age that  Nebuchadnezzar  had  eet  up. 
As  is  conscQucnce  of  (heir  refusal  they 
were  all  three  east  into  the  burning  fiery 
furnace,  heated  seven  times  hotter  than 
"t  was  wont  to  be  heated;  but- they  were 
(reserved  and  delivered,  and  honored 
;y  the  king.  Dan.  hi.  [Sec  Abed- 
nego.  J 

SHAHAEAIM— [Sha-ha-ra'-im.  ] 

Shauaraim  was  a  descendant  of 
Benjamin,  who  lived  in  tho  country  cf 
Moab.  lie  is  referred  to  in  the  gene- 
alogy of  Benjamin.  1st  Chron.  viii :  0. 
Ho  either  lived  in  Moab  as  an  inhabit- 
ant or  governed  the  country.  It  is  said 
ho  begat  children  in  the  country  of 
Moab.  The  names  of  his  two  wives  arc 
Hodesh  and  Ilushhr,  and  his  posterity 
by  them  was  very  numerous.  Ilia  chil- 
dren distinguished  themselves  by  build- 
ing and  peopling  several  towns.  Lydda 
and  Ono  are  mentioned.  And  they 
drove  tho  Philistines  from  Aijalon. 
Tho  honorable  persons  of  Shaharaim's 
posterity,  who  arc  mentioned,  aro  said 
to  have  dwelt  at .!  orusalem.     1st  Chron. 


the  twelve  spies,  to  search  out  and  ex- 
amine the  nature  and  state  of  the  land 
of  Canaan.     Numb,  xiii:  13. 

BHADKACH—  [Sha'-drak,]  ten 
nipple,  tender  field. 
Shadbaoh  was  one  of  the  princes  of 
Judah,  taken  with  Meshech  and  Abed- 
nego  and  Daniel,  Into  captivity  to  Bab- 
ylon, when  quite  young.     He,  with  his 


SHALLUM,  1— [Shal'-lum,]  perfect, 

peaceahk. 
Was  a  son  of  Naphtali  and  Blihah. 
and  is  referred  to  in  the  genealogy  of 
Naphtali.  1st  Chron.  vii :  13.  Ho  is 
the  same  as  is  called  Shillem  in  Num. 
xsvi :  49,  who  is  said  to  be  tho  father 
of  the  Shillemitcs.  As  there  were  for- 
ty-five thousand,  four  hundred  Naphial- 
ites,  and  only  four  families  mentioned 
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making  up  that  number,  we  roa; 
reasonably  suppose  that  Shallnm'i 
posterity ' 


SHALLTJM,  2— perfect,  peaceable. 

Shalltjm  was  tire  son  of  Jabesh, 
and  a  king  of  Israel.  We  havo  an  ac- 
count of  liis  conspiracy  against,  ant) 
murder  of,  Zacliariah,  and  ascending 
tbe  throne  to  reign  in  Iris  stead,  in  2d 
Kings,  sv :  10.  It  is  said  be  smote 
the  king  before  the  people,  by  which 
wo  may  understand  ho  killed  him  in  a 
public  assembly,  and  was  probably  ap- 
probated in  his  act  by  the  people,  who 
wore  tired  of  tbe  reign  of  so  wicked  a 
king  as  Xachariah,  though  he  had 
reifined  but  six  months. 

By  tbo  murder  of  Zacliariah,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  concerning  Jehu  was 
fulfilled.  God  promised  him  that  his 
sons  should  sit  on  (he  throne  of  Israel 
to  the  fourth  generation,  and  they  did 
— Jeb.oab.az,  Jonah,  Jeroboam,  and 
Zacliariah  ;  thus  bis  family  was  cut  off. 
But  the  reign  of  Shallum  was  very 
short.  Ho  only  reigned  one  month  in 
Samaria,  when  Monahom,  tbe  son  of 
Gadi,  went  up  from  Tirzah  to  Samaria 
and  smote  him.  Who  this  Menabem 
was  is  not  very  certain,  hut  possibly  ho 
was  a  general  of  King  Zachariah,  who 
determined  to  avenpj  the  death  of  his 
master.  After  ho  had  smitten  Shal- 
lnm he  reigned  in  Ins  stead. 

SHALMANESER — [S  h  a  1  -ma-ne'- 
zcr,]  peace,  tied.,  ptrifcctitya  and 
retribution. 
Sl-lAUHAHESEii,  king  of  Assyria,  is 
supposed  to  have  been  the  son  and 
successor  of  Tiglatli-pileser.  Ho  is 
called  Sbalmau  by  the  prophet  Hosea, 
and  Enamassar  in  tbe  book  of  Tobit. 
Ho  appears  and  conquers  Israel  dur- 
ing the  wicked  reign  of  Hosbea  in 
Samaria.  Having  conquered  the 
kingdom  and  made  it  tributary,  he 
iua.de  iicshca  bis  servant.  Some  time 
after  ho  had  made  the  king  of  Israel 
tributary  to  him,  he  found  conspiracy 
in  him.  Hoshca  bad  tried  to  shake 
off  the  Assyrian  yoke  by  entering  into 
a  treaty  with  So,  the  king  of  Egypt 
and  he  refused  to  send  the  annual 
tribute  by  Shalmaneser's  messengers. 
This  led  the  Assyrian  to  arreel 
Hoshea,  and  he  bound  him  and  cast 
him  into  prison.  He  then  marched  ; 
powerful  army  into  Samaria  and  be- 


sieged it  for  three  years.  He  toot 
the  fenced  cities  and  ravaged  them— 
murdered  their  inhabitants  in  tbe 
most  cruel  and  inhuman  manner. 
Hosea.  x;  14,  says,  "All  thy  for- 
tresses shall  be  spoiled,  as  Shalinan 
spoiled  Beth-arbcl  in  the  day  of 
battle;  the  mother  was  dashed  to 
pieces  upon,  her  children."  And  the 
prophet  Mioah  refers  to  the  same  des- 
truction of  .VauiMria  in  i:  5,  9. 

After  Shalmanoser  had  taken  the 
kingdom  of  Israel  and  cruelly  mur- 
dered many  in  the  siege,  and  took  her 
king  and  bound  and  imprisoned  bim. 
He  carried  away  many  of  Israel  into 
captivity  in  bis  own  land,  and  placed 
them  in  different  cities  of  the  Assy- 
rians and  Modes.  Shalmanoser  then 
brought  persons  from  different  nations 
and  placed  them  in  tbo  captured  king- 
dom of  Israel.  Ho  brought  men 
from  Babylon  and  Cutlia,  and  from 
Av.i  and  Hamath  and  Scphnrv.'iim 
and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  Sama- 
ria. These  people  wore  very  corrupt 
and  wicked,  and  the  Lord  sent  wild 
beasts  among  them  that  devoured 
many  of  them.  Sbalmaneser  then 
sent  some  of  the  priests  that  he  had 
taken  captive,  hack  again  to  Samaria 
to  teach  tbe  people  bow  to  worship 
God,  and  they  incorporated  the  Israel- 
ite worship  with  the  worship  of  their 
own  god3.     2d  Kings,  xvii. 

It  is  said  that  Shalmaneser  lifter 
this  commenced  a  war  with  the  Ty- 
rians,  and  besieged  their  capital,  but 
died  before  lie  affected  his  object,  and 
was  succeeded  iu  the  kingdom  of 
Assyria  by  Sennacharib. 

SHAMARIAll— [Sham-a-ri'-ah.] 

Shatuaeiah  was  one  of  the  sous 
of  Helieboain,  born  unto  liim  of  one 
of  the  wives  he  took  in  the  family  of 
David.    2d  Onxon.  si :  19. 

SIIAMGAR— [Sbam'-gar,]  named  a 

stranger,   he   is   here   a,  stranger, 

sv.rf,? Lv:  of  ili.':  ti.rcmger. 

Bhamgar  was  the  son  of  Anath, 

and  a  judge  of  Israel.     He  was  the 

third  judge  of  the  people  of  Israel. 

Whether  ho  was  a  man  of  any  noto 

before  his  judge-ship  commenced,  or 

before   he   took    that  position,  we  do 

not  know.     From  the  account   given 

of  him,  which  is  Judges  iii:  31,  "And 

after  him  was  Shamgar  the  son  of 
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Anath,  wiio  slew  of  the  Philistines 
sis  hundred  men  with,  an  ox  goad ; 
and  he  also  delivered  Israel,  we 
might  suppose  that  ho  was  a  laboring 
man,  engaged  in  cultivating  his  II  '  ' 

at  the.  time  that  the  Philistines  i 

malting  inroads  amongst  them.  He 
and  bis  neighbors  resisted  them,  and 
fought  with  them,  and  not  having 
time  to  arm  themselves  with  war 
weapons,  they  used  their  agricultural 
instruments,  and  Shamgar  himself. 
with  his  ox  goad,  slew  sis  hundred  of 
them.  The  Philistine  marauders 
were  conquered,  and  terror-stricken, 
fled  for  their  lives.  Shamgar  may 
have  been  rewarded  by  the  people  for 
his  valor,  by  making  him  judge.  De- 
borah, in  her  song,  makes  a  reference 
to  Shamgar,  and  the  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion occasioned  by  the  lawless  Phil- 
istine banditti.    Judges  v  and  vi. 

SHAMHUTH—  [Shaar'-hufh,]  deso- 
kit tun .  us  to nishmmt. 
The  larahite  was  the  captain  for 
the  fifth  mouth,  when  David  insti- 
tuted the  monthly  service  of  captions 
over  twenty- tour  thousand  men.  1st 
Chron.xxvihS. 

SHAMIR-[Sha'-roir,]  prism,  bush, 

Shamir  was  one  of  the  ministers 
in  the  temple,  under  tho  order  of  ser- 
vice instituted  in  the  time  of  David. 
IstChron.  xxiv:  24. 

SHAMMAH,  l-[Sham'-mah,]  loss, 
(/■■;« o liil ion.  c-Mirimiiment. 
Shammaii  was  the  son  of  Agee,  the 
Haravitc.  He  was  one  of  David's 
mighty  men,  the  third  In  the  order  in 
which  they  are  given.  2d  Ham.  xxiii ; 
11-17.  It  seems  that  a  large  maraud- 
ing party  of  the  Philistines,  gathered 
in  a  field  of  the  Gentiles,  or  as  the  par- 
allel passage  in  IstChoniclcs,  si:  13, 
has  it,  a  barley  field,  with  a  view  of 
capturing,  and  carrying  off  into  their 
land  as  captives,  some  Israelites  among 
whom  was  Shammah.  He  is  reported 
to  have  contended  with  this  troop  of 
Philistines,  in  the  barley  field,  oven 
after  they  had  run  the  people  away  from 
the  possession  of  it  He  fought  with 
them  and  killed  a  great  number  of 
them.  The  Lord  through  him  wrought 
a  great  victory.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Dodo,  in  this 


fight  with  the  Philistines,  and  it  is 
quite  likely-thai  they  two,  were  of  the 
three,  that  broke  through  the  host  of 
the  Philistines,  and  brought  David 
water  from  the  well  of  liellilchoin.  1st 
Chron.  xi:  18. 

SHAMMAH,  2— Loss,  desolation, 
astonished. 
Shammah  was  one  of  the  thirty  that 
David  set  over  others,  as  an  officer. 
He  is  called  Shammah,  the  Horadite, 
lid  Samuel,  xxiii:  25. 

SHAMMAH,  3— Lost,  desolation, 
astonished. 

Stiammait.  was  nho  one  of  the  thirty, 
and  is  distinguished  from  the  others  by 
"the  Kara  rite."  Ithitruethefivst-Sham- 
mah  is  called  a  Hararite,  but  he  was 
of  the  three  mighty  men,  more  honor- 
able than  the  thirty.    2d  Sam.  xxiii ;  33. 


iham-mu'-ah]  thai 


SHAMMUA,  1- 
u  heard,  vro< 
Shammua  was  the  son  of  Zaceur,  of 
the  tribe  of  Reuben,  and  one  of  the 
spies  sent  by  Moses,  to  search  out  the 
land  of  Canaan.     Num.  xm:  4. 

SHAMMUA,  2—That  is  heard,  or 
obeyed. 
ShAMMPA   was   one  of  tho   sons  of 
David,   born  unto  him  iu  Jerusalem. 
1st  Chron.  xiv:  4. 

8HAPHAN— rSha-'fan,]  (j  rabbit, 
wild  rat,  their  lip. 

Shapham  was  secretary  of  the  tem- 
ple in  the  time  of  king  Josiah.  2d 
Kings,  sxii:  8-0.  Wo  learn  that  he 
was  the  son  of  Aaaliah,  tho  son  of 
Mcshullam,  and  was  appointed  by  the 
king  as  scribe  to  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  when  the  breaches  of  the  tem- 
ple were  being  repaired.  Josiah 
charged  liim  to  go  to  Hilkiah,  the 
priest,  and  sum  up  the  silver  which  is 
brought  to  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
gathered  at  tho  door  of  the  temple  by 
the  keepers  from  the  people.  The 
money  was  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
tho  repairs.  It  was  to  be  used  in 
purchasing  material,  and  in  compen- 
sating carpenters,  masons  and  build- 
ers. Up  to  this  time  the  money  had 
not  not  been  summed  up,  but  paid  out 
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While  Hilkiah  ■ 
repairs,  he  found  a  book  among  the 
ruins,  which  proved  to  bo  a  copy  of 
the  law  of  Moaes,  probably  the  origi- 
nal that  was  deposited  in  the  ark. 
He  gave  it  to  Skaphan,  and  he  read 
it,  lie  then  went  to  the  king  to 
make  his  report  as  to  the  money  col- 
lected, and  the  disposition  made  of  it. 
He  then  told  the  king  of  the  book 
that  Hilkiali  had  found,  and  read  it 
in  the  hearing  of  Josiah,  who  was 
much  affected  by  the  reading  of  it. 
The  king  then  sent  it  by  the  hand  of 
Shaphan  and  several  others,  to  Hul- 
dah,  the  prophetess.  The  deputation 
received  her  message,  and  carried  it 
to  Josiah.     2d  Kings,  xxii,  and  2d 

SHAPHAT,  l-rSha'-fat,]  a  judge. 

Suaitiat   ia   referred   to   in  Num. 

xiii :  5.     He  was  the  son  of  Hori,  and 

of  the  tribe  of  Simeon.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  wore  sent  by  Moses  to 
spy  out  the  promised  land ;  and  among 
those  who  brought  baot  an  unfavor- 
able report. 

SHAPHAT,  2— A  judge. 

Shaphat  was  the  father  of  the 
prophet  Elisha.  1st  Kings,  : 
Wo  know  but  little  about  hi...,  ...  . 
that,  he  lived  at  Abel-Mcholah.  He 
does  not  seem  to  object  to  his  son  ei 
tcring  upon  the  work  and  office  of  „ 

frophet.  He  did  not  try  to  hinder 
im  1'vom  obeying  (ho  divine  call,  but, 
after  Eliska's  feast  to  the  people 
parted  with  him  affection atefy  and 
gave  him  to  the  Lord. 

SHAPHAT,  3— A  judge, 

Siiapi-iat,  the  son  of  Adlai,  ..„„ 
placed  by  King  David  over  that  part 
of  the  herds  that  fed  in  the  valleys. 
IstChron.  xsvii;29. 


Vv;i.s  the  father  r 


SHAUL— [Sha'-ul,] 

"Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Simeon. 
He  was  the  son  of  Simeon's  Canaan- 
itish  wife,  and  numbered  with  the 
family  of  Jacob,  who  went  down  with 
him  into  Egypt  to  dwell.  Genesis, 
zlvi :  10. 


SHEALTIE  L— [She-al'-ti-cl,]  1 

'have  asked  of  God. 
Was  the  father  of  Zombbabel.  He 
was  in  the  lino  of  the  Messiah,  anil  as 
Midi  i:j  presented  in  Matthew  i :  12,  as 
also  Luke  hi :  27.  Ho  is  eallcd  Sala- 
thial,  the  father  of  Zerabbabel. 

SHEBA,  1-— [She'- bah,]  compassing 
about,  repose,  old  age. 
Siieba  was  the  sou  of  Cush,  eallcd 
also  Seba.  He  is  referred  to  m  ("Jen. 
x :  7,  as  the  first-bom  of  Cush.  It  is 
probable  he  gave  tho  name  of  Sheba 
or  Seba  to  the  country  in  Arabia  or 
Abyssinia  that  bears  the  name.  In 
Psalms  lxxii:  11),  that  country  is  re- 
ferred to;  "The  kings  of  Sheba  and 
Seba  shall  offer  gifte,"  as  also  Isa. 
xliii:  3. 

SHEBA,  1 


about,  re- 

jjv>;e,  old  age. 
Was  the  grand-son  of  Cush,  being 
the  son  of  Ilaamah.     Genesis  x :  7. 
"And  tho  sons    of  Eaaniah,   Sheba 
and  Dedan." 

SHEBA,  3 — Coin-passing  about,  re- 
prise, old  age. 
Was  one  of  tho  sons  of  Jokt&u. 
Genesis  x :  7. 

SHEBA,  4 —  Compassing   about,  re- 


•■>  old   „ 

The  son  of  Jokshan,  and  the  grand  - 
ou  of  Abraham,  by  Keturuh.  It  is 
supposed  that  from  this  person  the 
Sabcaiis  sprang,  who  robbed  Job  of 
his  eattle,  Ac.  See  Gen.  xxv  :  3,  and 
Job  i :  15. 

SHEBA,  5  —  Compassing  about,  re- 

;on  of  liicbri,  who  decoyed  (he 
tribes  of  Israel  into  a  revolt  from 
David.  Joab,  David's  general,  fol- 
lowed him  to  Abel  of  Beth-maachah, 
and  besieged  the  city.  T hoy  cut  off 
Shcba's  head  and  threw  it  over  the 
wall  to  him.    2d  Sam.  xx.   [See  Joab.] 

SHBBrTA—  [Sheb'na,]  who  rests  Aim- 

.•;<://.  mho  is  nmo  captive. 
SiiSB.VA  vnn  tlie  iivasurcr  and  sec- 
retary of  king  Ilezckiah.  Ho  is  re- 
ferred to  in  2d  Kings,  xviii;  18,  as 
also  in  Isaiah,  xxii :  15-20.  lie  was 
sent  with  Eliakim  and  Joah,  to  llab- 
shekeh,  the  general  of  Sennacherib, 
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the  king  of  Assyria,  to  hear  the  pro- 
posals to  Hezeldah.  From  the  ac- 
count given  of  him  in  Isaiah,  we  may 
suppose  that  he  was  a  proud  and 
haughty  officer,  being  careful  to  make 
a  great  show.  Ho  prepared  himself 
a  magnificent  sepulcher,  and  it  is 
quite  likely  built  for  himself  costly 
and  grand  edifices,  Isaiah  is  com- 
missioned to  prophesy  against  him, 
and  doe-are  ilia t  evil  was  before  him. 
He  should  be  carried  away  into  cap- 
tivity, loosing  his  estate  and  honor,  as 
tho  treasurer  and  secretary  of  the 
king,  and  that  he  should  not  come  to 
the  sepulcher  he  had  provided  for 
himself.  He  was  accordingly  carried 
away  by  the  Asi-yviaii  l-Jeivnaeherib,  or 
Esar-liaddon,  and  died  in  dishonor 
and  exile  from  his  native  land,  and  a 
captive  of  the  conqueror  of  Israel. 

SHEBUEL,  l-[Sheh'u-el.G 

Was  tho  son  of  Gershom,  the  son 
of  Moses,  and  was  ruler  of  the  treas- 
ures, or  constituted  chief  treasurer 
of  the  Levites.    1st  Chron.  xxvi:  24. 

SHEBUEL,  2. 

Was  one  of  the  sous  of  Ileman, 
and  when  the  lots  were  cast,  and  the 
singers  were  divided  into  twenty-four 
courses,  the  thirteenth  came  to  hiin. 
1st  Chron.  xxv :  4. 

SHECHEM— [She'-kem,]   ■portion, 

Ih.t;  lia-c.k,  ahoulders. 


.  ,._j  the  son  of  Hamor 
._j  Hivite  who  was  prince  of  the 
country  of  Shcchem,  or  the  country 
in  which  the  eity  called  Shcchem,  Sye- 
liem  or  Sychar  was  situated.  It  was 
here  that  Jacob  bought  a  piece  of 
ground  and  gave  if.  to  bis  sou  Joseph. 
Gen.  xxxiii :  19.  and  in  that  parcel  of 
ground  Josephs  bones  that  were 
brought  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt 
were  buried.    Josh,  xxiv:  32. 

Shcchem  was  the  sou  of  a  prince, 
a  Canaanite.  While  Jacob  with  his 
family  tarried  in  the  field  ho  had 
bought  of  Hamor,  for  lie  spread  his 
tents  there,  and  erected  an  altar  to  his 
God,  which  bo  called  El  Elohe  Israel, 
Shechem  defiled  Dinah,  Jacob's 
daughter  after  which  he  tried  to  gain 
her  affections  and  reconcile  her  to  her 
disgrace.  It  is  said  he  spake  kindly 
unto  her.    This  was  an  offence  on  the 


SHE 

part  of  Sheebem  that  the  sons  of  'Ja- 
cob would  not  look  over.  It  seems 
that  Shechem  detained  Dinah  their 
sister  as  he  made  the  effort  to  secure 
her  as  his  lawful  wife.  For  at  the 
end  of  three  days  when  Simeon  and 
Levi  went  forth  to  slay  Hamor  and 
Shechem,  they  took  her  out  of  Shec- 
hem's  house.     Gen.  xxxiv:  26. 

In  bis  anxiety  tii  luive  Dinah  for  a 
wife  Shechem  said  to  his  father,  "  Get 
me  this  damsel  to  wife,"  and  Hamor 
the  prince  anxious  to  gratiiy  his  son, 

nmuued  with  Jacoh,  and  after- 
..  _rds  when  the  sons  come  out  of  the 
field  he  communed  with  them  on  the 
subject,  and  in  addition  proposed  to 
them  that  they  should  make  mar- 
riages with  his  people,  and  his  people 
with  them,  and  that  they  should  dwell 
in  the  land  and  trade  with  his  people, 
and  then  fearing  that  his  fathcrwould 
not  succeed,  Shechem  spoke  up  and 
said  unto  Jacoh  and  his  sons,  "  Let 
me  find  grace  in  your  sight,  and  what 
ye  shall  say  unto  me  I  will  give." 
lie  agreed  to  give  them  anything  they 
would  ask  so  that  they  would  grant 
his  petition.  They  then  proposed, 
(deceitfully)  to  .iiamor  and  Shcdieni. 
that  they  would  do  as  they  desired, 
provided  that  all  their  males  should 
submit  to  the  rite  of  circumcision, 
and  they  refused  on  any  other  condi- 
tion to  grant  them  their  request. 
They  readily  agreed  to  the  conditions, 
and  made  them  known  to  their  peo- 
ple, who  readily  consented,  and  on 
the  third  day  after  the  rite  had  been 
performed,  the  two  sons  of  Jacob, 
Simeon  and  Levi,  slew  all  the  males 
of  Shechem,  coming  upon  them  at  a 
time  when  they  were  uuable  to  de- 
fend themselves.  Hamor  and  Sbee- 
were  both  slain.     Gen.  xxxiv, 


8HECANIAH— [Shek-a 


>>.] 


Siiecakjaii  was  one  of  the  priests 
appointed  by  David  when  he  divided 
them  into  twenty-four  orders.  His 
lot  was  the  tenth.  1st  Chronicles, 
xxiv :  11. 

SHEDEUR— [Shed'-e-uiJJida,  des- 
troyer of  fire,. 
Shedeub  was  of  the  tribe  of  Reu- 
ben, and  tho  hither  of  Elizur,  the 
prince  wlio  assisted  Moses  in  number- 
ing tho  tribes  of  Israel.    Num.  i ;  5. 
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SHELAH— [Shc'-lah,]  that  breaks, 
(lull  'Undresses. 
Shelah  was  the  younger  son  of  Ju- 
dali,  1)^  his  Canaanite  wife  Shuah.  lit: 
was  quite  young  when  hia  two  brothers 
Er  and  Onan  died,  but  his  fathe 
pledged  him  to  Tamar,  his  daughtei 
in-law,  as  a  husband,  as  soon  as  he  was 
grown.  But  the  pledge  was  forgotten, 
and  wo  judge,  from  the  crime  she  com- 
mitted with  Judah,  her  father-in-law, 
to  put  him  in  memory  of  his  promise, 
Shelali  and  Tamar  were  never  rnniried. 

SHELEPH—  [Sho'-lefJ  who  dra 


posterity  of  Shem.     Gen.  x :  i 

SIIELOMI—  [SheV-mi.] 

Was  die  father  of  Abihud,  of  the 
tribe  of  Ashei-;  who  as  a  prince  assisted 
in  dividing  the  land  of  Canaan.  Num. 
xsxlv:  27. 

8HELOMITH,  1—  [Shel'-o-mitb.,]  my 
happiness,  my  recompense. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  Gershom  through  Shiniui. 
He  is  noticed  as  the  older  son  of  Shimei 
in   the  account  we  have  of  Solomon 

m:mberin;;  tho  sons  or  descendants  of 
Levi.     1  Ohron.  xxiii  :  7-11. 

BHELOMITH,  3-iHs  happittesi,  my 

■recompense. 
Wii.?  of  tiio  family  of  Aniram.     He 
was  tho  chief  of  the  sons  of  Ishar. 
I  Ohron.  xsiii:  18. 

jOMITH,  3— My  happiness,  my 


Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Rehoboam, 
born  of  Maaehah.  the  daughter  of  Ab- 
salom.   2  Chron.  xi :  20. 

SHELOMITH,  t-My  happiness,  my 
recompense. 

Was  an  Israelite  v,-om;m  whoso  father 
was  a:)  Egyptian,  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Dibn,  of  the  tribe  of  Dan.  Lev. 
xxiv :  U.  Her  son  was  stoned  to  death 
for  blaspheming  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
The  blasphemy  be  committed  was 
under  aggravating  circumstances,  viz: 
a  quarrel  with  a  man  of  Israel.  But 
the  circumstances,  under  which  he  com- 
mitted the  sin  did  not  justify  it.  Nor 
was  he  stoned  to  death  because  he  was 


descended  from  an  Egyptian,  the  father 
of  Shelomith,  for  the  law  was,  "Who- 
soever curseth  bis  God  stall  bear  his 
sin."  The  Israelite  and  the  stranger, 
the  native  and  tho  adopted,  were  under 
the  same  law. 

SHELOMOTH— [Shel'-o-moth,]  my 

hoppi.ii.cfn,  my  ■irco'/nptiise. 
Was  ono  of  the  ministers  in  the  tem- 
ple under  the  order  of  service  instituted 
in  the  time  of  David.    1st  Chron.. xxiv: 


SHELUMIEL—  [Sho-lu'-mi-el,]  hap- 

jjineM,  rtdrlhatioii  of  God. 
Was  the  son  of  Zurishnnddai,  of  the 
tribe  of  Simeon.  He  was  tho  chief  of 
that  tribe,  and  associated  with  Moses 
and  Aaron  in  managing  the  business 
of  the  italiou  at  the  lime  of  their  exo- 
dus from  the  land  of  Egypt.  Num.  i : 
Q.  And  when  ibo  tabernacle  was  fully 
set  up  bo  made  an  offering  for  his 
tribe.    Num.  vii:  36. 

II  E  M—  Name,    renown^  he    tltat 
places. 

Sheji  was  the  second  son  of  Noah. 
..nd  it  referred  to  first  in  Gen.  v  :  32! 
He,  with  Noah,  his  father,  and  his  two 
brothers,  Ja.pheth  and  Ham,  and  the 
wivea  of  each  one  of  them — eight  in  ail 
— were  preserved  in  tho  ark  when  the 
destructive  flood  of  water  was  upon  the 
earth.  After  tho  ark  had  rested  upon 
Mt.  Ararat,  and  the  waters  had  dried 
up,  Shorn,  with  his  father  and  broth- 
ers, went  forth  from  the  ark.  When 
Noah,  ignorant,  it  may  be,  of  the  in- 
toxicating qualities  of  wine,  or  the  ex- 
pressed juice  of  the  grape,  drank  of  it 
until  he  was  drunk,  and  in  a  fit  of 
drunkenness  lay  uncovered  within  his 
tent,  and  was  treated  so  shamefully  hv 
Ham,  it  is  said  ':  Shem  and  Japheth 
took  a  garment  and  laid  it  upon  both 
their  shoulders,  and  went  backward 
and  covered  the  nakedness  of  their  fa- 
ther." When  Noah  came  out  from 
under  the  influence  of  the  wine,  and 
knew  what  Ham  had  done,  he  pro- 
nounced a  curse  upon  his  descendants  ; 
and  when  he  knew  what  part  Shorn 
and  Japhcth  had  acted,  he  pronounced 
blessings  upon  the  descendants  of  both 
of  them.    Gen.  is. 

The  descendants  of  Shem,  like  the 
descendants  of  his  brothers,  were  very 
numerous,   and    the    territory  of  the 
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earth  peopled  by  his  prosperity  Is  rc- 
ronvd   to  in  (.Jen.  x:  21,  &e. 

AlLhiHsgh  JapQcfh  was  the  eldest  son 
of  Noah,  yet  Shem  is  always  mentioned 
first.  As  proof  that  Japheth  was  the 
oldest,  sec  Gen.  x :  21,  and  1st  Cbron. 
i :  5.  In  the  former  place  it  is  said 
"Japheth  the  elder,"  and  in  the  latter 
Ihe  sons  of  Japheth  are  reckoned  in 
their  genealogy  first.  We  suppose 
Shem  is  mentioned  first  because  he 
was  in  the  line  of  Messiah.  See  Matt. 
i,  and  Luke,  iii.  His  chief  excellency 
over  his  brothers,  or  his  descendant;; 
ever  theirs,  was  this :  that  he  was  in 
i he  regular  line  from  Noah  of  the  com- 
ing "  seed  of  the  woman  "  that  was  to 
bruise  the  serpent's  head.  And  to 
this  probably  Noah  referred  when  he 
said,  "Blessed  be  the  3jord  God  of 
Shem,  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant. 
God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he 
shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Shem."  Ilia 
family  has  been  called,  by  way  of  emi- 
nence, the  holy  family,  because  the 
progenitors  of  the  Messiah  sprang  from 

SHEMAIAH,  l—fShem-a-i'-aL,]  that 

obey*  the  Lord. 


3  a  prophet  of  the 

Lord,  who;  when  Rehoboam  raised  a 
vast  army  in  Judah,  to  subdue  the  ten 
tribes  who  had  revolted  under  Jero- 
boam, spake  to  him  against  it.  2d 
Chron.  xi:  4.  He  told  Rehoboam  that 
he  should  not  go  up,  nor  fight  against 
his  brethren,  but  the  army  should  be 
disbanded  and  each  man  return  to  his 
house;  and  so  Rehoboam  was  pre- 
vented from  fighting  with  Jeroboam 
then.  And  when  Rehoboam  and  his 
subjects  forgot  God^  and  forsook  him. 
Shishak,  the  king  of  Egypt,  took  many 
of  the  fenced  cities,  and  came  up 
against  Jerusalem.  And  the  prophet. 
Shemaiab,  came  to  Rehoboam,  and  the 
princes  of  Judah,  and  charged  their 
sin  upon  them,  and  boldly  declared  that 
God  had  punished  them  in  this  way. 
The  king  and  the  princes  believed  him. 
and  humbled  themselves  before  God, 
when  this  prophet  was,  ordered  of  the 
Lord  to  tell  them,  that  as  they  had 
humbled  themselves,  he  would  not  de- 
stroy them,  but  would  grant  them  de- 
liverance from  Shishak,  and  he  did, 
although  the  treasures  of  the  house  or 
Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king's 


house  were  carried  away.     [Seo  2d 
Chron.  xil.  ] 

Shemaiab  wrote  the  life  and  acts  of 
Rehoboam. 

SHEMAIAH,  %—TJtat  obeys  the 

SHEMAIAH  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Adonikam,  a  chief  of  those  who  went 
with  Ezra  from  Babylon.     Ezra,  x:  21, 

SHEMAIAH,  3.— That  obeys  the 

SHEMAIAH  was  one  of  those  who  as- 

~i--:ta\  Xe hernial i  isi  rebuilding  (he  wal's 
of  Jerusalem.     Nehemiah,  ni :  29. 

SHEMAIAH,  4.— fh.at  obeys  the 

SHEMAIAH  was  the  father  of  Dehiah 
who,  with  several  other  princes, 
was  sent  in  company  with  Maoaiah, 
with  a  roll  of  threatening  prophecies, 
or  rather  reported  the  roll  to  the  king, 
and  sent  for  Baruch  t  o  read  them. 
Jeremiah,  xxxvi, 

SHEMAIAH,  5.—  That  obeys   the 

ShemAIAH  was  the  first-born  son  of 
Obed-Edom,  and  one  of  the  sacred  por- 
ters.    1st  Chron.  xxvi :  4. 

SHEMEBER  —  [Shem-e'-ber,]  mw 

of  force,  fame  of  /he  ztrmtff. 
SmuiuiUK  wa:'.  the  king  of  Zehnim, 
and  was  associated  with  the  kings  oi 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Admah  and 
Zoar,  in  abattle,  in  the  vale  of  Siddim, 
with  the  confederate  kings,  Amraphel, 
Ariooh,  Chederloamer  and  Tidal 
These  four  kings  conquered  the  kings 
of  the  cities  of  tbe  plain.  Genesis,  xiv: 
2-8. 

SHEMIDA—  [Bne-mf-dahJ  name  of 

knowledge,   lift  puis  Jctiowledge, 

Oir.  scvM-ts  of  I  he  heavens. 

Sttemida  was  a  descendant  of  the 
patriarch  Joseph,  and  his  name  occurs 
in  the  summing  up  of  the  Manassitea 
with  the  other  Israelites  in  the  plains 
of  Moab.  Num.  xxvi:  32,  He  was 
the  head  of  an  extensive  family  called 
the  Shemidaites.  How  many  there 
were  of  his  posterity  in  the  time  of 
ManaRseh,  as  reckoned,  which 
amounted  to  fifty-two  thousand,  seven 
hundred,  we  do  net  know. 
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SHEMUEL— [She'-mn-dJ 

Was  the  son  of  Aarmifiud,  of  the 
tribe  of  Simeon,  and  one  of  the  print— 
that  assisted  Joshua  and  Eleazar  ... 
dividing  the  land  of  Canaan  among  the 
tribes  of  Israel.    Num.  xxxh 

SHEPHATIAH,  1— rShef-a-ti'-ah,] 
Tlio  Lord  thatjudr/cs. 
Shepiiatiaii  was  ono  of  the  sons 
of  David,  born  unto  him  in  Hebron. 
There  were  six  of  thorn  born  there 
before  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Jerusalem,  viz:  Amnon,  Daniel  01 
Chileab,  Absalom,  Adonijah,  and  Itli- 
ream.    1st  Chmn.iii:  1-3. 

SHEPHATIAH,  2—  The  Lord  that 

judge*. 

Shephatiait,  the  son  of  Hiauuuou, 

was  tho  ruler  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon. 

1st  Chron.  xxvii  :  16. 

shephc— [Shc'-foj 

Was  the  son  of  Shobfll  and  ._. 
grandson  of  Seir,  the  Horite.  Gen. 
xxxvi :  23. 

S.HEE.AH— [She'-rah.] 

Seek ah  was  the  daughter  of  Be- 
riah.  She  is  referred  to  in  1st  Chron. 
vii :  24,  and  must  have  been  a  person 
of  some  considerable  importance. 
She  built  Beth-boron,  the  nether  and 
upper;  also  Uzzeu-Sherah.  The  ne- 
ther and  upper  Beth-horen  were  both 
in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim— one  in  the 
south  and  the  other  in  the  north,  of 
their  inheritance.  And  Uzzcu-She- 
rah  was,  it  is  likely,  a  city  of  consid- 
erable size  and  importance  in  the 
same  tribe. 

SHESHBAZZAR— [Shesh-Wzar,] 

joy  in  trihulatimi,  or  of  vintor/e. 

BnESTrAP.AZZA.Tt  was  pvob-Wy   the 

fime  person  as  Zerubbabol,  the 
uildev  ol"  the  second  temple.  He  is 
set  forth  in  Ezra,  i :  8,  as  a  prince  of 
Judah,  in  whose  hands  Cyras  placed 
the  vessels  of  (he  house  of  the  Lord, 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  brought 
forth  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  put  in 
the  house  of  his  gods.  And  in  the 
eleventh  verse  of  the  same  chapter,  it 
is  said,  "All  the  vessels  of  gold  and 
silver  were  five  thousand  four  hun- 
dred. All  these  did  Sheshbazznr 
bring  up  with  them  of  the  captivity, 
that'  were  brought  up  from  Babylon 
28 


unto   ^erni-iikni."     

probably  his  Chaldean  name,  while 
^c.rub  babel  w;is  bis  Jewish  name. 
Ea.v:  1G.    [SeeZerubbabel.] 

SHETHAR-BOZtfAI—  [She'thar- 

bu/'n:i.-L.~i  tli/il,  makes  to  rot  and 
corrupt. 
Shethae-BOznai  was  engaged  with 
Tatnai,  who  was  governor  of  provin- 
ces belonging  to  the  Persian  empire, 
in  enquiring  as  to  the  authority  under 
which  Zenibbiibcl  and  bis  companions 
acted  in  building  the  house  of  the 
Lord  at  Jerusalem.  They  acted  very 
discreetly  sinco  they  did  not  under- 
stand why  these  Jews  were  building 
the  temple,  they  asked  them,  "Who 
hath  commanded  you  to  build  this 
house,  and  to  make  up  this  wall?" 
They  received  a  respectful  answer, 
and  then  wrote  to  Darius,  tho  Chal- 
dean king,  setting  forth  the  facts 
clearly,  with  prudence  and  caution., 
and  evidently  without  an  exhibit  of 
irejudice,  and  they  closed  their  letter 
jy  asking  the  king  how  they  should 
proceed  in  the  matter.  And  they 
suggested  to  the  king  that  search 
should  be  mado  for  the  decree  of 
to  which  these  Jews  referred, 
.i  oul,ii  a  decree  had  been  made,  and 
they  s;i.iJ;  "Let  tho  kiu/r  send  his 
l.ile;iHure  (■>  us  ounver.iitii;'  this  mat- 
ter."   Ezra,  v:  6-17. 

Darius  made  search  for  tho  decree, 
and  found  it  at  Aemetha,  in  tho  prov- 
ince of  the  Medea,  and  we  have  a 
transcript  of  it  recorded  in  Ez.  vi: 
3-5.  Darius  then  confirms  the  de- 
cree, and  sends  the  confirmation  to 
Tatnai,  and  Shcthar-boznai,  and  the 
result  was,  they  encouraged  the  Jews 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

SHILLEM— [Shil'lem.] 

Was  the  son   of  NapliUili..  and   !■-• 
imbered  with  the  family  of  Jacob, 

who  went  down  into  Egypt.    Genesis, 

xlvi:  24. 

SHIMEI,  1— [ShinrViJ  that  hoars, 


:  of  tJie  heap,  t 


■/  ri-rin''!'' 


'ii'.rtiw  »/    (tie  ft'i'tr.  itt;t  .  ryy  r-  ■  f  •  ■  ^  'J.-7. 

Shimei  was  a  brother  of  Laadan, 
and  they  wore  Gershonites,  as  we  see 
the  reckoning  of  tho  sons  of  Levi, 
e  ('iv.eo n JjhU  cA'  G'eiVihon,  Kohath 
and  Merari.  1st  Chron.  xxiii:  6-12. 
He  had  four  sons,  via:  Jahath, 
Zina,  Jeush  and  Beriah.     We  gather.1 
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from  the  account  given  of  Shimei, 
that  his  posterity  wan  comparatively 
small,  "ho  had  not  many  sons."  Be- 
ing small,  his  family  was  united  with 
that  of  Laadan,  and  the  two  were 
rudioiied  as  one. 

SHIMEI,  2— That  hears,  name  of  the 
heap,  my  reputation. 

?-'LLnn:i;  was  a  Lkojamitc,  audakins- 
maii  of  Saul.  He  is  brought  to  our 
notice  as  a  hater  of  King  David. 
When  Absalom  conspired  against  his 
father,  and  eedueed  the  people  from 
their  allegiance  to  him,  anil  wa « 
compelled  t;i IcLiVCttiC  city  of  Jerusalem 
to  Eave  his  life,  and  fly  to  the  wilderness. 
Though  he  was  attended  by  his  body- 
guard, anil  many  of  his  friends,  yet 
!lit!i'!)':n,jamUoi.i;el  him  and  cursed  him, 
and  threw  stonea  at  the  king,  and  ac- 
costed him  in  the  most  abusive  and  in- 
sulting langnage.  lie  charged  David 
with  being  a  bloody  man,  and  the 
murderer  of  the  house  of  Saul.  Aii- 
shai  who  was  with  David  became  so 
enraged  that  ho  asked  the  king  (o  let 
him  go  at  onco  and  kill  Shimei.  But 
David  would  not  allow  it,  for  he  reas- 
oned with Abishai thus,  "Behold,  my 
son  which  came  forth,  of  my  bowels, 
seekethmy  life,  how  much  more  now 
in  Liy  t-hi«  I  >;:nj  iLini  to  Jo  it ;  let  him  alone, 
and  let  him  curse,  for  tho  Lord  hath 
bidden  him,"  and  so  Shimei  kept  on 
cursing  anil  throwing  stones,  and  casting 
dust,     2d  .Sam.  svi. 

After  the  rebellion  headed  by  Absa- 
lom was  crushed,  the  king  returned 
again  to  Jerusalem,  and  on  tho  way 
Shimei  came  to  meet  him,  and  knowing 
full  well  that  he  deserved  death  for  his 
[jriiiil  ircatiiient  of  David,  he  entreated 
for  his  life,  acknowledging  in  tho  most 
humiliating  manner  his  sin.  Abishai 
who  had  desired  to  kill  him  when  offer- 
ing tho  insult  to  the  king,  and  who  was: 
yet  with  David,  asked  if  Shimei  should 
not  be  put  to  death.  He  answered  him 
that  he  should  not,  that  no  man  should 
DO  put  to  death  that  day  in  Israel.  It 
seems  from  the  account  given  of  his 
meeting  David,  that  he  was  a  powerful 
chieftain  of  the  land,  for  ho  had  a 
retinuo  of  a  thousand  men,  beside  CT>a. 
tin:*  servant  of  the  house  of  Saul,  with 
his  fifteen  sons,  and  twenty  servants. 
It  was  probably  because  of  his  authority 
and  tho  retinue  that  ho  had  with  him, 
that  he  was  so  impudent  to  David  when 


ho  was  flying  from  Jerusalem.  How 
hiimble  he  was,  as  ho  cast  himself  he- 
fore  tho  returning  king,  just  as  he  step- 
ped off  the  ferry  boat  on  which  he  had 
crossed  tho  Jordan.  2d  Sam.  six. 
David  pardoned  him.  but  ever  after 
that  watched  him.  and  Ills  conduct,  and 
in  his  dying  charge  to  Solomon  said, 
"  Hold  him  not  guiltless,  for  thou  art 
a  wise  man,  and  knowest  what  thou 
oughtest  to  do  unto  him ;  hut  his  hoary 
head  bring  thou  down  to  tho  grave 
with  Mood." 

Solomon  commanded  Shimei  to 
build  a  house  in  .Jerusalem,  and  stay 
there,  and  not  go  forth  from  this  city, 
for  it  he  did  ho  should  die.  He  did 
not  incarcerate  him  in  a  dungeon, 
though  he  probably  deserved  it;  but 
Solomon  made  tho  city  of  Jerusalem 
his  prison,  and  tho  penalty  for  escap- 
ing from  Jerusalem,  or  going  outside 
the  walls,  to  pass!  over  the  brook  Ki- 
dron,  the  king  declared  should  ho 
death.  Shimei  agreed  to  it,  for  lie 
said;  "Tho  saying  is  good;  as  my 
Lord  the  King  hath  eaid  so  will  thy 
servant  do."  All  went  on  well  with 
him  for  three  years,  when  two  of  his 
servants  ran  away,  and  he  heard  of 
them  in  the  country  _  of  Gath  and 
went  after  them  lo  bring  them  back. 
Soon  king  Solomon  learned  that 
Shimei  had  been  to  the  country  of 
Achish  and  returned,  and  ho  pent  and 
called  him  before  him  to  account  for 
his  conduct  in  violating  his  obliga- 
tion. It  was  indeed  strange  that,  he 
should  so  far  forget  tho  charge  he  was 
under  from  Solomon,  as  to  rush  into 
tho  very  jaws  of  death,  by  following 
two  fugitives  ;  forlyi.dhe  reported  to 
the  king  that  two  of  hi:*  servants  had 
gone,  ho  would  probably  have  had 
them,  returned.  But  ho  went  himself 
after  them.  Tho  king  told  him  that 
for  his  offense  he  should  die,  and  so 


SHIMEI,  5— That  hears,  ■ 


placed  hy  king  David  over  the  vine- 
yards,    1st  Chron.  xxvii :  27. 

SHIMBATH— [Shim'-e-ath,] 

Was  tho  father  of"tIoz:i.<:h,ar,  one  of 
the  murderers  of  King  Joash,  at 
Millo.     ad  Kings,  sii;  21. 
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SHIMEON— rShim'-rouJ 

Was  one  of*  fho  sons  of  „„t.  ,,.  . 
and  is  numbered  with  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  down  into  Egypt  to 
dwell.     Gen.  xlyi :  13. 

SHINAB— [Sbi'-nab.] 

Shinab  waa  the  king  of  Adnah. 
whoso  territory  -was  invaded  with  that 
of  the  other  four  kings  of  the  cities 
of  the  plain— Bera,  king  of  Sodom; 
Birsha,  king  of  Gomorrah ;  Slicing 
ber.  king  of  Zeboira;  and  tho  king 
of  Z oar.  The  invaders  were  four 
kings,  via:  Amraphehking  of  Shi- 
nar;  Arioch,  king  of  £! laser;  Chcd- 
orlaomer,  king  of  Elam ;  and  Tidal, 
king  of  the  nations.     Gen.  xiv :  1,  &c. 

SHIPHRAII— [ShiF-rah]  handsome, 

frampi:/,  (ho-'  dries  qood. 

Shipiikah  was  an  Egyptian  mid- 
wife wbo  ia  spoken  of  in  connection 
with  Puah,  another  one  of  them,  in 
Ex.  i :  15.  They  were  probably  <ihief 
among  this  class  of  Egyptian  women, 
which  accounts  for  tho  king  of  % 
giving  the  charge  to  them  to  kill  „.. 
the  male  children  of  the  Israelite 
women  as  soon  as  they  were  born: 
"If  it  be  a  son,  then  ye  shall  kill 
him;  but  if  it  bo  a  daughter,  then 
she  shall  live."  They  did  not  obey 
the  command  of  the  king  fully,  and 
the  reason  gjven  is;  "They  feared 
God."  Fearing  God,  (hcv  saved  f!;e 
men  children  alive.  Tho  God  of  the 
Israelites  approved  of  the  course  of 
these  women.  "He  dealt  well  with 
them,  and  made  them  houses," 

SmPHTAK-rShif-tan.] 

Was  the  'atherof  KomucI,  the  prince 
of  tho  tribe  of  Ephraim,  who  assisted 
in  dividing  tho  land.    Numb,  xxxiv:  24. 

SHISMAIC-fShi'-shakJ  presmt  of 
thebag,  of  the -;,',/.  of  iio:  Hugh.  " 
feniSHAK  was  a  king  of  Egypt,  who 
is  referred  to  in  1st  Kings,  xiv :  25,  &c. , 
as  invading  the  land  of  Jitdea  in  tho 
fifth  year  of  Eehoboam.  Ho  came  up 
against  Jerusalem,  and  prevailed  inso- 
much that  he  took  away  the  treasures 
oi  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treas- 
ures! of  the  king's  house.  It  is  said  ho 
even  took  away  all.  He  confiscated  the 
shields  of  gold  which  Solomon  had 
made,  and  Eehoboam  made  brazen 
shields  in  the  stead  of  them,  and  com- 


mitted them  into  the  hands  of  those 
who  formerly  had  possession  of  the 
golden  shields,  viz:  tho  chief  of  the 
guard  which  koptthc  door  of  tho  king's 
house,  and  whenever  the  king  went  into 
the  tciijjilo  the  guard  canied  tho  brazen 
shields  before  him,  as  ho  had  formerly 

I'iiVNM'.i  <I;i!.f.--:ili;!e!ii.-llields. 

We  have  a  still  more  full  account  of 
Shishat  coming  ami iift  ILehoijoam  and 
Jerusmemin2d0hKm.sii:2-9.  There 
we  learn  that  he  commanded  an  army 
in  that  expedition,  of  twelve  hundred 
chariots  and  six  thousand  horsemen, 
besides  a  very  large  number  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  not  regular  so'dierv,  hat 
voiuntecrs  of  the  Lubim  and  Sukkiim, 
and  Ethiopians, 

SH7.TEAI— [Shit'-ra.] 

SniTJUi,  the  Sharomte,  was  placed 
by  King  David  over  the  herds  that  led 
in  Sharon.     1st  Ohron.  xsvii ;   29. 

SHOBAB  —  [Sho'-bab,  ]    returned, 
turned  back. 
Was  one  of  ths  song  born  unto  David 

in  Joriifcalero.  There  were  eleven  of 
them.  The  following  are  their  names : 
Shammuah,  Nathan,  Solomon,  Ibhar, 
Elishama,  rfepheg,  and  Japhia,  Eli- 
bIiiili,  Bliada.  and  Eliphalct,  as  dven 
in  2d  Sam.  v :  14-16. 

SHOBACH—  [Shc'-bak,]  your  bonds, 

youTiichJ'-tica-pim.ly;  according 
to  the.  Siji  lor,  <■■  done  house. 
SnoEAcn  waa  the  genera!  of  the  Sy- 
rians under  Hadareaer.  He  is  called 
r.liocMijit/unc.rtlLohiist.  i'dfliai.s:16. 
The  Syrians  hurl  lvv.-\  hi  rod  l:y  the  Am- 
monites to  make  war  unon  David,  and 
they  did,  hut  were  defeated.  Not  be- 
ing satisfied  with  their  defeat,  they  de- 
termined to  war  noon  David  again,  and 
Hadarezer  gathered  together  a  large 
army,  and  placed  it  in  the  charge  of 
Shobach,  his  general.  He  had  seven 
hundred  chariots  and  forty  thousand 
cavalry,  or  horsemen.  But  David's 
army  conquered  them  again,  and  smote 
Shobach,  their  general,  when  the  Syri- 
ans) acknowledged  themselves  conquered 
and  would  no  more  help  the  Ammon- 
ites.    2d  Sam.  xvi:  19. 

SHOBAL— [Shcr-baL] 
_   Was1  the  eldest  son  or  Seir,  the  Hot- 
ite,  who  inhabited  the  land  of  Lotan. 
Gen.  xxxvi :  and  in  tho  23d  verse  the 
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following  persons  are  named  as  his  sons: 
Alvan,  Manahath,  Ebal,  Shepho,  and 
Onam. 

SHOBI. 

gnoiii  was  the  son  of  Nahash,  of 
Rabbah,  of  the  children  of  Amnion. 
ITi>,  with  Kevcr.nl  oilicv  IVuiiicls  of  I  >avii.t, 
met  him  at  Mahanaim  with  refresh- 
ments and  provisions.  "  They  brought 
beds,  and  basins,  and  carlhen  vessels, 
and  wheat  and  barley,  and  flour  and 
parched  corn,  and  beans,  and  lent  lies, 
and  parched  pulse,  and  honey,  and 
butter,  and'  sheep,  and  cheese  of  kine, 
for  David,  and  for  the  people  that 
were  with  him,  to  eat ;  for  they  said. 
For  the  people  are  hungry  and  weary 
and  ihiiv-rv  in  the  wilderness." 

The  father  of  Shobi  is  probably 
the  one  referred'  to  in  2d  Sam.  x :  2, 
who  showed  kindness  to  David. 

SHOITAM 
Was  one  of  the  ministers  in  the  tem- 

Slo  under  tho  order  of  service  instituted 
1  the  time  of  David .    1st  Chron.  xxiv : 


SHOMER 

Was  the  father  of  .Teho/ahad.  cm 
tho  inr.n'ereis  of  Kins  Joash, 
Kings,  xii:  21. 


f  the  tribe  o 


SHUA— [Shu'-ah.] 
Siil-a  was  a  worn; 
Asher,  noticed  in  the  genodos.Y  in  l~t 
Chron.  vii:  32.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Heber,  and  tho  sister  of  Japh- 
lct.  Shonievawl  liotham. 

SHTJAII,  1— [Shu'-ah,]  pit,  humili- 
ation, meditation. 
Siitjah  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Abraham  by  Keturah,  and  is  referred 
to  in  Gen.  xxv  :  2,  in  company  with 
his  five  brothers,  Zimran,  Jokshan. 
Meclau.  Jlidirm  and  Ishbak. 

SIIUAH,  2 — Pit,  humiliation,  'medi- 
tation. 

SinTAil    \v:if-   the   (l;n:;-htoi  of  a  (';;- 

naanite.  Gen.  xxxviii;  2.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  family  of  Hirah, 
who  lived  in  the  city  of  Adullam. 
The  Adullamite  may  have  kept  a 
house  of  entertainment  which 
counts  for  Judah  being  there,  and,.— 
sibly  may  account  for  Shuah  being 
there  also. 


Judah  is  supposed  to  have  been 
very  young  when  he  took  this  woman 
to  wife  and  lived  with  her.  She  was 
one  of  another  nation— yet  Judah 
"took  her"  and  she  was  tho  mother 
of  Er  and  Onan,  who  were  both 
":ed  before  the  Lord  and  he  slew 

l.    She  was  also  mother  of  Ju- 

dah's  son  Shelah,  and  from  Genesis, 
xxxviii :  5,  we  learn  that  about  the 
time  Shelah  was  grown,  Shuah,  Ju- 

"  .'a  wife,  died. 

SHUBAEL— [Shu'-ba-el .] 

Was  one  of  tho  ministers  in  the 
temple  under  the  order  of  service  in- 
stituted in  the  time  of  David.    1st 

Chroii.  xxiv:  20; 


head  of  the  family  in  that  tribe  called 
Shubamiics.    Num.  xxvi:  42. 

SHUNT— [Slm'-ni.] 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Gad,  and  is 
numbered  with  the  family  of  Jacob, 
who  went  down  into  Egypt.  Geuesis, 
xlvi  :  16.  He  was  head  of  the  family 
of  Shnnites. 

SHUPHAM— rShn'-fama 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  ISenjarmii,  and 
the  head  of  the  family  in  that  tribe 
called  Shuphamites.    Num.  xxvi ;  33. 

SHUPPIM. 

Was  one  of  the  saered  porters,  and 
was  associated  with  Hosah,  another 

sacred  porter,  in  keeping  the  westward 
gate.  1st  Chron.  xxvi :  16.  .  He  is 
supposed  to  have  been  captain  of  a 
thousand  men. 

SHUTHEL  AH— [Slm'-the-lan  J 

phut:  verdure,  moist  pot. 
Was  one  of  the  houh  of  Joseph,  and 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  the  head 
of  the  f'amilvof'that  tribe  called  Shu- 
thalhites.    Num.  xxvi ;  35. 

SIBBECHAI—  [Sib'-be-ka.] 

Siubechai,  the  Hush athite,  slew  at 
Gezor  or  Gob  in  tlio  Philistine  war, 
Sippai,  that  was  of  tho  children  of  the 
giants  ;  and  in  the  same  war  Elhanan 
slow  Lahmi,  tho  brother  of  Goliath, 
the  Gittite;  and  Jonathan,  David's 
brother,  slew  another  giant  who  had 
twonty-four  fingers  and  toes,  and  was 
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of  great  stature.  1st  Ohion.  xx :  4. 
-Sibbechai  was  the  captain  of  the 
eighth  mouth  when  David  instituted 
the  monthly  service  of  captains  over 
twenty-four  thousand  men.  1st 
Chron.  xxvii :  11. 

SIDOiN"—  [Si'-don,]    hunting,  Jishing. 


Sidon  was  the  first-born  son  of  Ca- 
naan, and  the  grandson  of  Ham,  and  is 
referred  to  in  the  posterity  of  Ham. 
Gmifeis,  x;   15. 

SILAS— JBi'-hsJ  three,  the  third. 

Silas  was  one  among  the  primitive 
preachers  of  Christ's  gospel,  and  was 
probably  one  of  John's  disciples,  and  it- 
has  been  thought  he  was  one  of  the 
two  disciples,  that  John  the  Baptist 
seat  to  Jesus  to  ask  him,  "Art  thou 
'In;  fhict  should  come,  or  do  we  look  lb: 
another?"  Matt  xi:  3;  but  of  this 
there  is  no  certainty. 

He  was  a  companion  of  Paul,  sent 
by  the  Antioeh  church,  to  the  council 
at  Jerusalem,  and  by  that  council  he 
wan  sent,  in  company  with  Paul  ai>d 
Barnabas,  and  Judas,  or  Barsaba?.  l< 
the  various  churches  with  the  letter: 
*f  the  council.  We  learn  from  Acts, 
xv,  and  xvi,  that  ho  went  with  Paul 
-after  he  and  Barnabas  separated,  and 
became  for  a  time  that  apostles  con- 
stant companion.  They  went  together 
through  Syria,  and  Silicia,  confirming 
the  churches,  and  at  Phillippi,  the 
city  of  that  part  of  Uface-doma,  they 
were  both  cast  into  prison,  but  they  to- 
gether rejoiced  in  their  imprisonment, 
for  at  midnight  they  prayed  and  sang 
praises  to  God,  and  were  not  only  mi- 
raculously delivered,  hut  they  witnessed 
the  powerful  conversion  of  the  jailor. 

When  Paul  was  compelled  to  quit 
Tbessaionica,  Silas  and  Timothy  went 
with  him  to  Bevea;  but  when  it  became 
necessary  for  the  apostle  to  leave  lhat 
place,  Silas  and  Timothy  remained  be- 
hind, until  the  brethren  that  had  con- 
veyed Paul  to  Athens,  returned  with 
t  h  e  commandment  for  them  to  come 
on;  Acts,  xvii,  and  xviii;  and  they  left 
Macedonia  and  joined  Paul  again. 

SILVANUS—  [Syhva'-nus,]  one  who 

loves  llic  woods. 

Silvantts  is  supposed  by  some  to  he 

3  Silas.     In  2d  Cor.   i:   10, 

1  with  Timothy,  or  Ti- 


sim 


.,  .....  .in  associate  ;:v-;:ai;h'.:r  w(h 

Paul,  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  the 
apostle  refers  to  Silvanus  in  2d  Cor. 
viii:  18;  "  the  brother  whose  praise  is 
in  all  the  churches."  In  both  the 
epistles  that  Paul  writes  to  the  Thessa- 
lonians,  ho  sends  the  salutations -of  .Sil- 
vanus and  Timothy.  And  it  is  thought 
he  wrote,  or  transcribed  the  cpisl.k;  to 
the  Romans,  ealling  himself  "Tertius." 
Bom.  xvi:  22.  He  also  wrole,  or  tran- 
scribed, the  first  epistle  of  Peter.  1st 
Peter,  v:  12;  "  By  Silvanus,  a  faith- 
ful brother  unto  .you,  as  I  suppose,  I 
have  written."  It  is  thought  that  Sil- 
vanus died  after  a  faithful  sen-ice  of 
many  years  in  the  infant  church,  and 
that  lie  probably  suffered  -martyrdom^ 
but  of  the  manner  of  his  death,  or  tho 
precise  time  of  it,  wo  are  not  certain. 

SIMEON,  1— [SimVon,]  that  hew* 
or  obeys, 

Pimeo?.- was  the  second  son  of  the 
patriarch  Jacob.  When  he  was  yet 
a  young  man,  he  was  associated  with 
his  brother  Levi,  in  taking  vengeance 
on  the  men  of  Shechem,  for  the  in- 
jury that  had  been  done  to  Dinah, 
their  sister.  The  account  of  the 
stratagem  and  murder  of  Hani  or, 
Shechem  and  the  men  of  that  place, 
is  ii'wv.n  in  Genesis,  xxxiv.. 

Simeon  went  down  to  Egypt  with 
his  brethren  to  buy  corn.  Joseph 
accused  them  all  of  being  spies,  and 

Sut  them  together  in  ward  for  three 
ays,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  he  liberated  all  of  them,  except 
Simeon,  and  sent,  them  to  their  father 
with  corn,  imde  r  the  command  to 
bring  their  youngest  brother,  who  was 
yet  at  home,  down  with  them.  "Ho 
took  from  them  Simeon,  and  bound 
him  before  theireyes."  It  is  thought 
that  the  reason  Simeon  was  detained 
and  bound  by  Joseph  was,  he  was  the 
one  that  bound  Joseph,  and  put  him 
into  the  pit.  Simoon  remained  in 
Egypt  till  his  brother  came  down  the 
second  time  to  buy  corn,  when  he  was 
brought  out  and  again  associated  with 
them,  and  before  he  returned  with 
them  to  their  father,  Joseph  made 
himself  known  unto  all.  Genesis, 
xlii :  24. 

When  he  went  down  with  his  fa- 
ther and  brothers,  and  their  families, 
into  Egypt  to  reside,  he  had  six  sons. 
They  were  Jemuel,  and  Jamin,  and 
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Ohad,  and  Jachin,  and  Zohar,  and 
Shaul,  and  Ms  descendants  from  five 
of  these  sons  were  very  numerous. 
When  they  went  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  there  were  fifty-nine  thousand 
three  hundred  Simeonites  that  were 
able  to  hear  arms,  and  they  wore 
under  the  command  oftikelumio!,  the 
son- of  Zuri-Shaddai.  Gen.  ski:  10; 
Exodus,  vi:  15;.  Numbers,  ii:  12. 

Wc  learn  that  the  extensive  fami- 
lies called  Neniuelites,  Jaminitcs, 
Jachinites,  KarhiteB  and  ShauKtcs, 
were  Simeon's  descendants.  Num. 
xxvi:  12-13.  Their  spy  to  search  out 
the  promised  land,  was  Shaphat,  the 
son  of  Ilori,  and  their  representative 
to  divide  the  land  of  Canaan,  wa: 
Shomuel,  tho  sou  of  A  mini  bud 
Numb.  siii::5,  and  xxxiv:  20. 

Wc  have  an  account  in  Numbers, 
xxv,  of  the  idolatry  of  (lie  Israelites, 
at  Shittim.  They  committed  whore- 
dom with  the  daughters  of  Moab,  and 
eacrificcd  and  bowed  down  to  the 
gods  of  Moab.  They  joined  them- 
selves unto  Eaelpeor.  As  a  tribe 
they  arc  implicated  in  the  matter  of 
Zimri  and  Oozbi,  and  a  very  large  part 
of  tho  twenty-four  thousand  that  were 
cut  off,  were  like  Zimri  of  that  tribe. 
This  is  pretty  evident  from  the  fact 
reported  in  Numbers,  xxvi:  14,  of  tho 
wonderful  decrease  of  this  tribe ; 
there  were  but  twenty-two  thousand. 
And  it  may  bo-  that  their  very  great 
wickedness  for  which  they  were  thus 

§  mushed,  was  the  reason  why  Moses 
id  not  expressly  bless  them  when  he 
Mossed  the  other  tribes. 

In  Deut.  xxxiii,  we  have  an  account 
of  tho  prophetic  declaration  and  bless- 
ings of  Moses  of  tho  various  tribes, 
but  Simeonis  left  out.  And  wc  may  see 
in  the  prophetic  language  of  the  dying 
Jacob,  Genesis  xlviii:  6,  7,  an 
allusion  to  the  descendants  of  Simeon, 
their  suns  and  their  punishment.  "I 
will  divide  {.bom  in  Jacob,  and  scatter 
them  hi  Israel." 

We  have  an  account  in  Joshua  six  : 
1,  8,  and  in  Jud.  i :  1,  20,  of  tho  lot 
tbat  was  apportioned  this  tribe,  or  their 
inheritance  within  the  inheritance  of 
the  tribe  of  Judah.  The  Simeonites 
and  tho  children  of  Judah  were  associ- 
ated together  in  attacking  and  conquer- 
ing the  Can  smites  am!  i 'eri;v:.(e;-,  mid 
killing  Adonibezek.  The  Simeonites 
never  became  noted  as  a  tribo.    They 


were  not  honored  with  any  very  distin- 
guished or  noted  persons  in  their  tribe, 
as  tho  other  tribes  nearly  all  were,  and 
their  inheritance  was  very  small.     It  is 


one  hundred  of  the  Simeonites  present 
and  joining  in  tho  coronation  ceremon- 
ies.    1st  Cirron.  xii :  25. 

They  revolted  as  a  tribe  under  Jero- 
boam with  tho  other  nine  tribes,  but 
many  of  them  afterwards  came  back 
again  and  submitted  to  tho  King  of 
Judah.  In  the  time  of  Asa  the 
st'.'iingcrsol' Judah,  Benjamin,  Ephraim, 
Manassch  and  Simeon,  were  gathered 
unto  him.     2d  Chron.  xv:  9. 

When  Canaan  was  ravaged  by  the 
Assyrians,  a  body  of  the  Simeonites 
retired  southward  and  took  possession 
of  tho  country  of  the  Amalekites.  Their 
genealogy  is  given,  and  their  taking 
possession  of  this.  1st  Chryn.  iv : 
24-43.  Wo  have  an  account  of  Josiaki 
during  bis  reign  and  reformation,  de- 
-;royhi.up  idolatry  in  Judah,  Manassek, 
Epliraiui,  Simeon  and  Naphtali.  2d 
Chronicle;;,  xxx'w  :   0. 

SIMEON,  2— Thai  hears  or  oheys. 

Simeon  was  an  aged  saint  in  Jerusa- 
lem, who  was  about  the  temple  when 
cbrisi  was  horn.  lie  had  long  waited 
for  the  coming  Messiah,,  for  God  had 
told  him  by  the  spirit,  that  he  should 
not  dio  till  he  had  seen  the  Savior.  The 
character  of  this  good  man  is  presented 
•iefly  but    clearly  in    Luke,   ii:    25. 

And  behold  there  was  a  man  irs 
Jerusalem  whoso  name  was  Simeon ; 
and  the  same  man  was  just,  and  devout, 
waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel ; 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  upon  him. 
It  is  further  said  that  God,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  assured  him  that  ho  should 
not  die  before  ho  had  seen  the  Lord's 
Christ.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
.spirit,  he  went  to  the  temple  just  at  the 
time  that  Joseph  and  Mary  presented 
tho  child  Josmi  there.  As  soon  as  his 
eyes,  already  dim  with  aga,  lighted 
upon  the  mother  and  her  infant,  his 
vision  was  strengthened,  and  his  na- 
ture's failing  fin;  was  rekindled  as  he  re- 
cognized in  the  person  of  that  babe,  the 
Savior  of  mankind.  He  sprang  to  the 
side  of  the  mother  and  clasped  her  babe 
in  his  arms,  ''and  blessed  God,  and 
said,  Lord  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant 
rt  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have 
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seen  thy  salvation,"  He  seemed  now 
to  be  willing  to  die,  nay  more,  lie 
seemed  desirous  of  immediate  death, 
since  ho  had  sewn  the  Savior  of  man- 
kind, the  light  of  the  world,  the  glory 
of  Israel. 

Joseph  and  Mary  listened  with  won- 
der and  astonishment  to  this  language 
of  Simoon,  as  also  to  the  declaration 
that  thia  child  "  is  set  for  the  fall  and 
rising  again  of  many  in  Israel,  and  for 
a  sign  wnich.  shall  bo  spoken  against." 
There  was  something  to  them  pecul- 
iarly strange  in  this  language  of  the 
aged,  just  and  devout  Simeon.  lie 
evidondyenjoyed,  just  at  this  time,  the 
spirit  of  prophecy  in  a  large  degree ; 
for  ho  said  to  Mary,  "Yea,  a  sword 
anall  pierce  through  thino  own  son] 
also,  that  the  thoughts  of  many  hearts 
may  ho  revealed."  That  prophecy  was 
fulfilled  when  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jc- 

i,  looked  on  him  as  lie  hung  in  agony 
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with  '  her  sorrow- stricken  soul,  said, 
"Woman,  behold  thy  son."  Luke,  ii; 
26-35 ;  John,  x\k  :  26.  It  has  been 
said  that  Simeon  was  the  son  of  the 
iScwlsli  Rabbi,  Iiillel,  and  the  readier 
of  Gamaliel,  who  taught  Saul  of  Tarsus. 

SIMON,   1— [Si'-mon,]   that  hears  or 
obeys. 
Simon,  was  the  eon  of  Cleopas  and 
Mary.     Ho,  with  his  brother  James, 

the  less,  was  (he  kinsman  of  our  Lord. 
In  Matt,  xiii ;  55,  the  entire  family  of 
Cleopae  js  referred  to:  "James,  and 
Joses,  and  Simon,  and  Judas,  and 
Jiti  sister;;;  are  they  not  all  with  us?  " 
Sec  also,  Mark  vi :  'A.  Simon  is  said 
to  have  been  tho  Bishop  of  the  church 
at  Jerusalem,  after  the  dcaih  of  his 
brother  James,  and  that  he  was  put  to 
death  by  Trajan,  after  being  terribly 
tortured  for  several  days. 

SIMON,  2—  That  hears  or  obeys. 
Simon,  called  Simon  the  Canaauite, 

■■-{  binum  Zaloiep,  wn:;  one  of  the  twelve 
'  5.  Matt,  x:  4;  Luke  vi:  15. 
i  pvoh:;.l.ily  ra'(e;i  I  lie  Cr.naiiirii.e 
tiecause  he  was  of  Cana  of  Galilee,  and 
it  is  thought  ho  was  called  Zelotes  be- 
cause of  his  zeal,  or  furious  bigotry 
against  tho  right  of  the  Romans  to  col- 
lect tax  or  tribute  of  (be  Galilean. 

Where  he  spent  his  days,  and  per- 
formed his  labor  as  an  apostle,  m  not 
known.     It  is  thought  that  he  preached 


tho  G-ospcl  in  Egypt  and  other  places, 

and  was  iiaally  martyred  with  the  apos- 
tle Jude. 

SIMON,  3— That  hears  or  obeys. 

Simon,  surnamed  Peter,  was  the 
brother  of  Andrew,  and  the  first  of  the 
apostles  chosen.  Lie  was  probably  the 
oldest  man  among  the  twelve,  and 
heads  the  lint  of  apostles.  Matt,  x:  2; 
Lokevi:   14.     [See  Peter.) 

SIMON",  4—  T/tat  bears  or  obeys. 

Simon,  who  is  called  tho  Pharisee,  is 
referred  to  in  Luke  vii :  36,  &c.  He 
entertained  the  Savior  in  hi;;  house,  and 
while  Jesus  sat  at  meat  a  woman  came 
in  that  was  a,  sinner,  with  a  box  of  costly 
ointment,  and  anointed  his  feet.  Simon 
know  tho.  woman  to  be  a  sinner,  and 
wondered  that  his  distinguished  guest 
did  not  repulse  her.  lie  thought 
within  himself  that  Jesus  did  not  know 
her  character ;  but  in  this  ho  was  mis- 
taken, for  he  not  only  knew  what  she 
was,  but  he  knew  the  thoughts  of  Si- 
mon's heart.  Addressing  himself  to 
Simon,  Jesus  said:  "I  have  somewhat 
to  say  unio  thee,"  and  upon  hi.se x press- 
ing a  willingness  to  hear  Mm,  Jesus  re- 
proved him  for  his  thoughts,  and  com- 
mended this  woman  for  her  sacrif.ee, 
faith  and  love,  and  attentions  to  him. 
Ho  gave  Simon  a  very  good  reason  for 
this  woman's  conduct,  via:  much  had 
boon  forgiven,  and  :1m  loved  mi  soil, 

SIMON,  5 — Thai  Ji-ca-n  and  obey?,. 

l.'iMOX,  called  k-imon  the  leper,  Jived 
at  Bethany,  and  entertained  Jesus  there. 
We  have  an  account  of  him  in  Matt. 
xxvi :  6,  &o. ,  giving  the  hospitalities  of 
his  house  to  Jesus  at  the  time  that  his 
body  was  anointed  for  his  burial  by  a 

Bethany  Mary.    Tho  same  circumstance 
is  referred  to  in  Mark,  xiv :  3,  &c. 

SIMON,  6—  That  hears  or  obeys. 

Was  the  father  of  Judas  Iscariot. 
We  knew  nothing  further  about  him 
than  this.  He  is  mentioned  in  JoJm 
vi:  71,andxii:  4. 

SIMON,  1—Tliat  hears  or  obeys. 

Simon  is  called  the  Cyrcman,  the 
father  of  Alexander  and  Itufus — two 
men  who  afterwards  became  noted 
christians.  Three  of  tho  Evangelists 
give  the  account  of  this  Simon  carry- 
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ing  the  cross  for  Jesus.  Matt,  xxvii : 
32  ;  Mark  xv  :  21 ;  and  Lute  xxiii ; 
26.  Whether  he  was  a  Jew  or  Gen- 
tile we  do  not  know  ;  nor  do  we  know 
whether  ho  sympathized  with  Jesus, 
and  because  of  his  sympathy  waa  oom- 

E  ailed  to  hoar  the  cross.  We  only 
now  that  the  Jews  hailed  liim  as  he 
came  near  them,  just  as  the  sufferer 
had  fallen  the  third  time  under  the 
load,  and  they  laid  it  upon  him,  or 
coin  [jelled.  Mm  to  carry  one  end  or  it. 
It  13  thought  that  this  Simon  after- 
wards became  a,  preacher,  and  died  a 

SIMON,  8.— Tlmt  hears  or  obeys. 

Simon  was  a  tanner  who  lived  hy 
the  sea-side,  with  whom  Peter  was 
lodging  at  the  time  he  had  the  vision 
upon  the  house-top,  which  led  him  to 

fa  unto  the  Gentiles  as  a  teacher. 
'eter  went  from  Lydda  to  Joppa,  at 
the  call  of  the  friends  of  Dorcas, 
whom  he  raised  to  Hie.  After  the 
miracle  lie  tarried  many  days  with 
Simon,  a  tanner.  Cornelius  was  in- 
structed to  send  to  Joppa,  to  the  house 
of  Simon.  His  messengers  went  to 
the  house,  and  were  enquiring  at  the 
gate  if  Simon  lived  there,  wMlo  Peter 
was  thinking  on  the  vision.  The 
spirit  bade  him  go  down  from  the 
house-top,  and  receive  their  message 
and  attend  them,  and  he  did  so. 

SIMON,  9—  That  hears  or  obeys. 

Simon  was  called  Simon  Magus. 
He  was  a  noted  sorcerer  in.  the  coun- 
try of  Samaria.  He  had  acquired  for 
himself  a  great  name,  and  was  looked 
upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  person. 
But  whilo  the  apostles  preached 
Christ,  and  wrought  miracles,  and 
made  many  converts,  Simon  Magus 
professed  to  be  convert ed  to  the  chris- 
tian faith,  and  was  baptized.  Ho 
looked  en  the  apostles  and  their  work 
with  seeming  admiration,  and  espe- 
cially when  he  saw  that  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands  the  Holy  Ghost  was  com- 
municated to  the  people.  He  asked 
the  apostles  to  give  him  power,  that 
on  whomsoever  he  laid  hands  they 
might  receive  it.  He  offered  them 
money  to  give  him  that  power.  Peter 
rebuked  him  saying:  "Thy  money 
perish  with  thee,  because  thou  hast 
thought  that  the  gift  of  God  may  he 
purchased  with  money,"  &c.      The 


apostle  then  e shorted  him  to  repent 
of  his  wickedness,  for  he  was  yet 
in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the 
bond  of  iniquity.  Simon  Magus  then 
asked  the  apostle  to  pray  for  him— to 
intercedo  with  God  for  him  that  tho 
threatened  evils  might  be  averted. 
Acts  viii :  5-24. 

STMRI 

Was  the  chief  of  the  sons  of  Ilosah, 
and  one  of  the  sacred  porters.  1st 
ChroD.  xxvi :  lft 

SISERA— [Sis'-e-rah,]  that  sees  a 
iiorse  or  swallow. 

Sisera  was  a  general  under  Jabin, 
king  of  Canaan.  It  was  the  Jabin 
with  whom  Barak,  who  commanded 
tho  army  of  Deborah,  fought.  Ho  is 
introduced  to  our  notice  as  the  captain 
of  Jabin's  army  ;  and  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  tho  battle  ho  fought,  and  in 
which  he  was  conquered,  in  Judg.  iv. 

The  ^prophetess  Deborah  received  a 
revel ;il ion  irons  God  to  the  effect  tliat 
■  ■■-.'.■  i-i  :Ilh:!.:l  ii:>  huip-rr  Ijii  i;jjpi.!=ed  by 
Jii'iJii:  ssid  t-ln;  ealled  Barak  and  told 
him  that  tho  Lord  would  give  their  en- 
emies into  their  hands,— that  Sisera 
should  bo  drawn  out  to  the  river 
Kiahon,  with  his  chariots  and  soldiery, 
to  battle,  and  that  ibo  bat  Mo  should  go 
against  him. 

A3  soon  as  Sisera  learned  that  Barak 
was  preparing  for  battle  be  made  ready 
his  nine  hundred  iron  chariots,  and 
marshal;!!!;*  Ids  entire  army  he  went  to 
battle.  It  was  not  long  until  the  battle 
turned  in  favor  of  Israel,  and  the  whole 
army  of  tho  Oanaanites  was  utterly 
overthrown.  The  army  was  con- 
founded, or  thrown  into  confusion,  so 
that  Israel  had  little  to  do  but  to 
pass  on,  killing  and  pursuing ;  and  the 
victory  was  so  complete  that  not  one  of 
the  vast  army  was  left.  Sisera  himself 
fled  away  on  foot,  for  he  was  compelled 
to  abandon  his  chariot ;  and  in  his 
flight  he  turned  into  the  tent  of  Jael, 
the  wife  of  Heher,  thinking,  in  all 
probability,  that  she  would  befriend 
him,  and  that  in  her  tent  he  could  bo 
hid  from  his  pursuers,  lie  ihoueht  if 
Barak  did  pursue,  he  would  not  "think 
of  enter-in  t'  tho  apartment  of  the  tent 
of  Hcber  that  Jael,  his  wife,  occupied. 
But  while  he  laid  down  in  the  tent  to 
sleep,  supposing  himself  to  be  quite 
secure,  Jael  went  softly  to  him  with  r. 
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nail  iti  one  hand  and 
other,  and  placing  the  point  of  the  nail 
of  spike  on  hi:-;  temp'0:  yiid  holi.lhjir  it 
there  a  momrnit  with  or.o  h-tud.  with 
the  other  hand  she  wielded  the  ham- 
mer in  driving  it  through  his  temples, 
He  was  lying  there  last  asleep  and 
wearied  exceedingly  with  the  fatigues 
of  the  battle  and  his  flight,  and" the 
piercing  of  his  temples  put  him  at  once 
past  all  resistance,  and  ho  died.  In  a 
short  time  Barak,  who  was  pursuing 
him,  came  up,  anil  Jael  showed  him 
Sisera  as  he  lay  in  Iter  apartment  of 
the  tent  pinned  to  the  ground. 

The  mother  of  Sisera  waited  a  long 
time  for  his  return,  hut  sho  waited  in 
vain.  She  thought,  that  ho  surely  had 
been  victorious,  and  was  detaining  to 
divide  tho  spoil ;  but  in  this  she  was 
mistaken,  for  her  son  was  dead,  and 
Israel  was  exulting  in  victory.  [See 
Barak.] 

SITHRI.   [orZithri.j 

:^itttt;.i  with  hiss  brother  Midline! 
and  Ekaphan,  was  &  son  of  U.iziel. 
and  a  grandson  of  Kohath,  of  the 
the  tribe  of  Levi.  As  Aniram,  the 
father  of  Moses,  Aaron  and  Miriam 
was  their  father's  brother,  they  sus- 
tained the  rotation  of  cousins  to  the 
illustrious  trio  who  led  Israel  out  of 
KiiyjiLinjj  bondage,      h.x.  vi :  22. 

SO — A  measure  for  grain  or  dry  mat- 

So  was  the  king  of  Egypt.  We 
have  an  account  of  a  conspiracy  in 
which  Hoshca,,  the  son  of  Elah,  king 
of  Israel  joined  himself  with  So,  to 
shako  off  the  Assyrian  yoke,  and  free 
himself  and  his  kingdom  from  the 
obligation  to  an  annual  tribute  to 
Assyria.  The  consequence  of  this 
union  of  Hoehea  and  So,  was  the 
king  of  Assyria-  came  up  against  Sa- 
maria and  besieged  it  for  three  years, 
and  finally  took  it  and  carried  Israel 
captive  to  Assyria.  2d  Kings,  svii :  4. 

SOLOMON -[Sol'-o-inonJ  peace- 
able, perfect.,   one  mho  recom- 
penses. 
Solomon  was  the    son  of  David 
and    ['iitlishehfi,,  and  (lie  successor  of 
his  father  to  the  throne  of  Israel. 
Though  hi3  name  was  Solomon,  so 
named  at  his  birth  by  his  father,  yet 
Nathan  the  prophet  was  sent  by  the 


Lord  to  the  father  and  mother  with 
another  name,  "Jedidiah,"  which 
signifies  "  beloved  of  the  Lord."  2d 
Sam.  sii:  25.  This  latter  namo  was 
not  designed  to  ho  tho  name  by  which 
he  should  be  called,  but  to  designate 
his  character  as  tho  coming  king  of 
Israel,  and  the  honor  that  God  would 
confer  upon  him  by  making  him  the 
instrument  of  building  the  magnifi- 
cent temple  where  Q-od  was  to  record 
his  name,  and  dwell  in  the  holy  Shec- 
hinah.  It  is  quite  likely  that  Nathan 
gave  David  the  information  ixt  this 
time  that  Solomon  should  succeed 
him,  and  that  he  should  carry  out  his 
plan  and  design  for  building  a  temple 
to  the  Lord.  This  same  prophet  had 
told  David  before  that  the  honor  of 
building  the  Lord's  house  was  to  be 
reserved  for  his  son  2d  Sam.  vii:  5, 
and  now  Tin  designated  Solomon  whom 
he  (-■"Ih;  jedidiah,  as  that  son. 
Of  the  early  part  of  Solomon's  life 
2  know  but  little.  It  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  he  w;o'!  educated  with 
all  the  advantages  and  facilities  of  his 
time,  and  that  liis  mind  was  well  de- 
veloped for  hi=  years  when  ho  attained 
early  manhood.  David  knowing  that 
Solomon  was  to  build  the  temple, 
made  great  preparations  during  his 
lifetime  for  that  important  work,  pre- 
paring materials  and  training  bis  son 
~p  with  great  care.  Adoniiah  the 
.iciest  son  of  David  was  about  to 
usurp  the  ■  throne  before  David  died, 
which  led  him  at  once  to  place  Solo- 
mon, upon  it.  lie  ordered  Nathan  to 
have  him  anointed  king,  which  was 
done  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  after 
which  his  father  directed  him  con- 
cerning the  important  work  of  his 
life,  and  reign,  then  gave  him  a  solemn 
charge  as  to  his  conduct  in  all  things 
— prontuuieod  his  blessing  upon  him 
and  died.  1st  Kings,  ii :  1st  Chron, 
"' :  17. 
ilomon  was  hut  eighteen  yeiir-i  of 
age  when  he  began  to  reign.  Ho  mar- 
ried an  Ammonitess  woman  named 
Naamah  two  years  before  this,  and 
and  shortly  after  his  reign  began  ho 
married  the  daughter  of  Pharoah, 
king  of  Egypt,  who  cither  before  or 
after  their  marriage  became  a  prose- 
lyte to  the  Jewish  religion — we  judge 
this  from  the  fact  that  we  hear  notfi- 
»f  her  idolatry,  or  of  tho  religion 
ofher  country. 
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Young  as  Solomon  was  he  felt  the 
need  of  divine  assistance  for  the  pei 
formance  of  his  duties  as  a  sovercigi 
He  earnestly  desired   success  in  11: 

fivernment,  and  Bought  after  the 
rt>rd,  and  implored  tho  divine  favor. 
In  company  with  his  nobles  and 
princes,  he  offered  one  thousand  burnt 
offerings  at  Gibeon  where  the  taber- 
nacle of  the  Lord  then  was.  And  a? 
a  consequence  of  his  earnest  seeking 
and  devotion,  the  very  night  after  he 
had  offered  his  sacrifice,  the  Lord 
i  unto  him  and 


Mve  him  whatever  ho  would  request, 
o  immediately  requested  of  the 
Lord  to  givo  Mm  wisdom  to  qualify 
him  for  his  important  > > ' * ■ :^ ' : ■ : ! '  '■■' 
governing  so  groat  a  people.     The  rc- 

£icst  that  he  thus  made  pieced  the 
ord— and  it  was  met.  He  was  not 
only  granted  wisdom,  but  honor  and 
wealth  such  as  no  king  before  him 
had  ever  possessed,  and  no  king  after 
him  i.lu>r;h!  hi.!  equal  to  him. 

When  Solomen  awoke  froin  his  vision 
ho  went  to  Jerusalem  and  offered  up 
additional  sacrifices  before  the  ark  of 
the  Lord.  Ho  offered  burnt- offerings. 
and  peace-offerings,  and  made  a  feast 
to  all  bis  servants,  as  well  as  to  his  fam- 
ily. His  wisdom  was  tested  shortly  af- 
ter this,  and  developed  by  the  judgment 
which  he  administered  in  the  case  of 
Ihc  two  harlots  who  camo  to  him  with,  a 
dead  and  living  child. 
_  Solomon's  kingdom  was  very  exten- 
sive, and  lie  divided  it  into  cantons  and 
appointed  officers,  giving  them  direc- 
tions as  to  governing.  The  king's  fam- 
ily was  very  extensive,  and  he  had  very 
many  horses  and  chariots,  and  be  him- 
self exceeded  all  other  men  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge.  He  wrote  many  prov- 
erbs and  songs,  explained  the  nature  of 
vegetables  and  animals  of  every  kind 
then  known.  Audit  is  said  that  the 
kings  around  him,  who  were  tributary 
to  him,  or  allies  with  him,  would  often 
send  to  him,  or  commune  with  him,  to 
get  ihc  benefit  of  his  wisdom. 

The  trado  and  commerce  of  Israel,  un- 
der Solomon,  was  extensive.  He 
traded  in  horses  anil  fine  linen  with  the 
Egyptians.  lie  traded  with  Ophir  for 
gold,  and  so  with  other  countries  where 
this  precious  metal  was  in  abundance. 
We  are  informed  that  he  made  gold  and 
silver  as  common  in  Jerusalem  as  the 
stones  of  the  street,  and  he  made  cedar 


trees  as  plentiful  as  sycamores.  He 
fitted  out  a  fleet,  that  was  managed  by 
Tyrians,thatmadeatriptoOphirevery 
three  years,  that  brought  back  nearly 
two  million  pounds  sterling.  The  num- 
ber of  songs  that  Solomon  composed 
are  given  at  one  thousand  and  five,  and 
the  number  of  his  proverbs  at  three 
thousand.  See  2  Chrou.  i:  7-17;  also 
1  Kings,  iv:  9-28,  andx:  14-29. 

When  Hiram,  tho  king  of  Tyre, 
hoard  that  Solomon  suoeeeded  his 
father  on  tho  throne  of  Israel,  ho  sent 
an  embassy  to  congratulate  him,  and  to 
open  friendly  communication  with  him. 
He  received  (hem  and  their  embassage, 
and  returned  an  answer,  fending  mes- 
sengers to_  Iliiara  requesting  him  to 
render  assistance  In  building  a  house 
unto  the  Lord.  Ho  let  Hiram  know 
that  it  was  bis  desire  to  build  a  mag- 
nificent temple  to  tho  Lord,  and  bis 
own  people  were  not  skillful  in  cutting 
timber  and  stone.  The  Israelites  had 
not  sawyers,  carpenters,  joiners  nor 
builders  equal  to  the  Sidonmns.  Si  don 
was  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Hiram, 
and  hs  inhabitants  were,  many  of  them, 
skillful  and  expert  workmen.  Hiram 
entered  at  once  into  an  engagement  with 
Solomon  to  cut  down  cedars  in  .Lebanon 
and  bring  t  hem  by  sea  infioats  to  Joppa, 
and  so  precise  was  the  arrangement  be- 
tween these  two  kings  icgarding  (ho 
timber  to  be  furnished  for  the  temple, 
that  it  was  not  only  out  down  and  tawed, 
and  hewed,  and  squared,  but  if,  was  pre- 
pared fully,  and  finished  to  occupy  its 
appropriate  place  in  the  magnificent 
building.  Tho  plan,  and  arrangement, 
and  dimensions  of  the  temple,  and  eveiy 
pieco  of  timber  to  be  used  m  its  con- 
struction was  so  perfectly  understood 
by  these  two  kings  with  Hiram  the 
architect,  that  it  was  sent  down  the 
coast  on  rafts,  and  landed  at  tho  desig- 
ist,  twenty-live  miles  .from  Jnni- 
At  Joppa  it  was  received  by 
Solomon,  and  carried  to  tho  temple  site 
and  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
building  without  any  further  uso  for  ax 
or  saw,  because  the  timbers  were  ready 
to  bo  put  together.  For  the  immense 
labor  that  Hiram  performed,  Solomon 
gave  him,  as  a  compensation,  twenty 
thousand  measures  of  wheat,  twenty 
thousand  measures  of  barley,  twenty 
thousand  baths  of  oil.  and  twentv  fhou- 
'    '-'Is   of  wine.      2d   Chronics 
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It  was  in  the  fourth  year  of  S 
mun's  reign  that  the  temple  begat 
be  built,  and  in  seven  years  it  was 
ished.  Besides  the  large  number 
■workmen  who  were  servants  of  Hiram, 
king  of  Tyre,  there  were  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  thousand, 
Canaamtes  employed,  seventy  thousand 
of  whom  were  bearers  of  b  ' 
eiidiiy  thousand  were  diggers 
mountains  and  cutters  of  stor.,  ... 
three  thousand,  three  hundred  were 
overseers  of  the  work  and  workmen. 
They  wrought  in  the  work  themselves, 
and  bid  charge  of  the  various  pieces 
that  were  hi  the  hands  of  the  stone- 
cuttcrs  iind  cquarcre ;  and  besides  these 
last  named  ovcrseera  (here  was  a  reserve 
of  three  hundred  to  supply  the  places 
of  such  as  fell  sick  or  ware  disabled  in 
any  way.  By  the  systematic  arrange- 
ment entered  into  and  prosecuted,  all 
the  materials,  belli  of  wood  and  stone, 
were  prepared  at  a  distance;  so  that 
there  was  noibingto  do  in  building  bid 
to  put  them  together.  The  sound  of  a 
hammer  or  iron  tool  was  not  beard  in 
all  (ho  work  of  putting  the  material  to- 
gether ;  and  Hiram,  the  architect,  bad 
charge  of  the  foundry  in  the  plain. 

This  massivo  structure  wa;j completed 
in  seven  years  from  tbo  time  it  was  be- 
gun, when  it  was  publicly  and  dovo- 
tionaliy  dedicated  to  God.   The  account 

fiven  us  of  the  preparation  for  and 
edioation  of  the  temple,  ia  exceedingly 
interesting.  Solomon  united  with  the 
elders  of  Israel  and  all  the  people  in 
the  interesting  and  joyful  ceve monies. 
The  ark  of  the  covenant  was  taken  into 
it  with  the  sacred  things  that  were  de- 
posited therein;  and  with  the  ark  he 
took  the  various  utensils  and  ornaments 
and  put  them  in  their  proper  places, 
and  the  whole  temple,  as  the  services 
progressed,  was  filled  with  the  cloud  of 
tbo  divine  glory.  So  intense  was  the 
brightness  that  the  priests  were  com- 
pelled for  awhile  to  desist  from  their 
ministrations.  "So  the  priests  could 
not  stand  to  minister  because  of  the 
cloud,  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had 
filled  the  house  of  the  Lord."  1st 
Kings,  viii;  11.  Solomon  then  stood 
upon  a  scaffold,  and  turning  his  face 
to  the  temple  prayed  the  dedication 
prayer,  after  which  be  turned  toward 
the  people  and  blessed  them.  God  ac- 
cepted his  devotions,  for  fire  came 
down  from  heaven  and  consumed  the 


sacrifice  on  the  altar,  and  again  the 
temple  was  filled  with  divine  glory: 
and  the  people  were  overawed^  and 
reverently  bowed  with  their  faces  and 

v,--:.-r-i:ipodGod. 

Solomon  made  a  sacrifice  of  twenty- 
two  thousand  oxen  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  sheep;  and  as 
the  altar  of  burnt  offering  way  not 
largo  enough  for  this  extensive  sacrifice, 
the  middle  of  tbo  court  was  consecrated 
as  an  altar  for  sacrifice.  After  spend- 
ing fourteen  days  in  this  dedication 
ceremony  and  sacrificing,  Solomon  dis- 
missed the  people,  and  they  returned 
to  iheir  homes  liiii'oi'ir-v  God  and  bk  sa- 
ins; their  kin  a-.  i::co  i.-t  Kins:;,  vii,  viii, 
ix  ;  2d  Chron.  iii-vii. 

In  addition  to  the  temple,  Solomon 
built  a  magnificent,  py.bco  for  himself 
and  another  for  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
his  wife,  and  another  still,  called  the 
House  of  the  Forest  of  Lebanon, 
which  was  his  royal  residence  part 
of  the  time.  All  these  buildings  were 
completed  in  twenty-two.  years,  and 
Hiram,  the  king  of  Tyre,  assisted 
him  in  building  them.  In  order  to 
reward  him  Solomon  made  him  a 
present  of  twenty  cities  in  the  land  of 
Galilee.  But  as  these  cities  did  not 
please  Hiram  he  restored  them  to 
Solomon,  who  repaid  him  in  some 
other  way.  Hiram  called  the  cities 
"Cabnl:'  i.  c,  l;  a  remuneration  with 
which  I  am  displeased/'  He  had 
lout  King  Solomon  one  hundred  and 


cities  were  not  received,  with  which, 
in  all  probability,  ho  raised  the  means 
and  satisfied  the  claim. 

Solomon  took  the  city  of  Hamath- 
zobah  and  made  its  inhabitant;)  tribu- 
tary to  him.  He  afeo  built  Tadinor 
in  the  wilderness,  and  be  put  in  good 
condition  for  revenue  the  store  cities 
in  Hamath.  He  also  built  the  upper 
and  nether  Bethhorona  and  Baalath, 
and  Gezcr.  This  last  city  was  con- 
quered by  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt, 
and  given  by  him  to  bis  daughter, 

:.-!:'!:;i::i:n!S  wife. 

Though  Solomon  did  not  require 
the  Hebrews  to  labor  in  building  his 
houses  and  repairing  his  cities,  but 
required  tbo  Canaanites  to  perform 
the  work,  yet  bo  taxed  them  to  raise 
the  money  necessary  to  meet  tbo  ex- 
pense; and  these  heavy  taxes  pro- 
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voked  them.     Their  taxes 
occasion  of  the  complaint 

tlio  elders  of  Israel  to  E .    . 

Solomon's  successor:     "Thy  father 


nualtux  upon  Iris .      ,       .... 

hundred  and  sixly-six  talents  of  gold, 
in  addition  to  the  presents  from  his 
allies  and  tributary  kings,  and  the 
revenue  of  his  commonwealth.  His 
gMYonim-uH  was  certainly  a 
iiii'.']  wealthy  one. 

But  Solomon  retained  his  "wisdom 
for  many  years.  It  is  said  that  the 
king  of  Tyre  maintained  a  corre- 
spondence with  him,  and  that  their 
correspondence  consisted,  in  part,  of 
trying  one  another  with  hard  ques- 
tions. Whether  this  be  so  or  not, 
we  aTC  assured  iu  sacred  history  that 
the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  Solo- 
mon's fame,  his  wisdom,  and  his 
greatness,  and  came  from  her  distant 
home  to  see  him,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  his  -wisdom  and  greatness  in 
the  temple  and  the  houses  that  he 
had  built,  and  to  puzzle  him  with  dif- 
ficult questions.  She  arrived  at  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  looked 
with  amazement  upon  the  magnificent 
biiildhw-i.  xqxra  ib;i  command  uiioud- 
ants,  and  table  of  the  king  of  Israel. 
Sho  saw  the  evidence  of  his  greatness 
and  wisdom,  and  fainted  away  with 
surprise.  When  she  recovered  from 
the  shock  sho  eoirfessed  freely  that  it 
far  exceeded  her  expectations.  "  The 
half  had  not  been  told  her."  1st 
Kings,  ix,  x;  2d  Chron.  viii,  ix.  She 
made  valuable  presents  to  King  Solo- 
mon, such  as  none  but  the  ruler  of  a 
wealthy  kingdom  could,  and  received 
valuable  |)vi;--eiits  from  him. 

With  all  the  grand  and  magnificent 
that  has  thus  appeared  in  the  person 
and  character  01  Solomon,  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  was  marked  with  bad 
and  disgraceful  conduct.  He  took  to 
himself  seven  hundred  wives  and  three 
hundred  secondary  wives,  many  of 
them  were  heathens  and  idolaters.  The 
influence  of  these  wives  over  him  led 
him  to  forsake  the  Lord  and  his  wor- 
ship ;  for  he  plunged  into  the  grossest 
idolatry  and  built  heathen  temples  and 
erected  heathen  idols.  Because  of  his 
wickedness,  God  was  angry  with 
and  determined  to  rend  his  poT 
kingdom   in    twain.     When  Solomon 


learned  this,  he  became  penitent  for  his 
sins,  and  many  who  read  his  life  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  he  sought  and 
found  pardon,  and  that  he  finally  died 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  divine  favor. 
Whether  this  is  so  or  not,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  he  wrote  the  book  of 
Eeclesiastes  after  he  had  fallen,  waa 
reproved,  and  became  repentant,  and 
itLS  quite  likely  that  he  wroto  a  part  of 
his  Proverbs,  especially  those  by  which 
he  warns  his  son  to  beware  of  the  snares 
of  wanton  women.  But  if  Solomon 
was  forgiven,  he  was  visited  with  tem- 
poral punishment,  for  Iladad,  the 
Edomite,  and  Rezon,  the  Syrian,  and 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat  who  after- 
wards led  the  ten  tribes  to  revolt,  gave 
him  much  trouble,  and  rendered  him 
very  uneasy.  There  are  many  things 
to-  admire  in  this  king,  and  in  tho  work 
lie  performed  hi  tho  days  of  hwKtreiijrik 
But  his  apostacy  from  God  is  to  he  re- 
gretted and  deprecated. 

Solomon  reigned  it  is  supposed  about 
forty  years,  and  as  he  was  but  eighteen 
years  of  age  when  he  began,  ho  was 
about  fifty-eight  when  he  died.  Hence 
he  died  comparatively  young  for  the 
time  in  which  he  lived.  It  is  quite 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  his  conduct 
brought  on  him  a  degree  of  premature 
infirmity.  His  history  was  written  by 
theprophets  Nathan,  Abjjah  and  Iddo. 

He  was  hurled  in  all  probability  in 
pomji  and  splendor,  in  the  sopulchcr  of 
his  father,  in  tho  city  of  David,  and 
Kehoboam  reigned  in  his  stead.  1st 
Kings,  xi. 

SOSIPATER— ESo-ripVterJ  who 
defends  or  saves  his  father. 
SOSIPATBR  was  probably  the  same 
person  that  is  referred  to  in  Acts,  xx : 
4,  called  "Sopater  of  Berea,"  who, 
with  several  others,  accompanied 
Paul  into  Asia.  He  is  referred  to  in 
Romans,  xvi:  21,  under  the  name 
Sosipater,  in  tho  salutations  to  the 
church,  and  in  this  place  it  is  said  he 
was  a  kinsman  of  tho  apostle  Paul 

SOSTHENES—  [Sos'the-nes,]  a 
strmit)  arid  pov.v.rfd  savior. 
So  ST  hexes  was  (lie  chief  ruler  of 
the  synagogue  at  Corinth,  and  one  of 
the  first  converts  to  Christianity  in 
that  city.  When  Gallio  refused  to 
hear  tho  accusations  brought  against 
Paul  by  the  Jews,  and  drove  them 
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from  the  judgment  scat,  some  heathen 
Greets  took  Sob  then  es,  the  chief 
ruler  of  the  synagogue,  and  heat  him 
before  the  judgment  seat,  or  under 
the  eye  of  Gallio ;  but  he  eared  not 
for  it,  and  took  no  no  tie  o  of  it. 
Acts,  xviii :  12-17.  This  is  probably 
the  same  person  who  was  converted 
to  ehrisfia-niiv,  and  is  called  by  Pan] 
in  1st  Cor.i:  1,  Sosthenes,  "our 
brother."  If  so,  we  may  consider 
that  he  was  an  intimate  friend  and 
colahovcr  of  Paul. 

STEPHANAS-CStefa-naa]  acroma 
crowned. 
Stephanas  was  an  early  convert  to 
the  christian  religion  at  Corinth.  He 
was  not  only  converted  himself,  but 
his  family  were  all  baptized.  If  there 
were  adults,  they  believed  with  him- 
self, and  openly  professed  their  faith. 
If  there  were  infant  children,  they 
too  were  baptised.  In  1st  Cor.  i :  16, 
Paul  says,  "I  baptized  also  the  house- 
hold of  Stephanas.."  This  same  per- 
son, in  company  with  Portunatus  and 
Aehaieus,  visited  the  apostle  Paul 
while  at  Epbesus.  ::.ml  were  of  groat 
Service  to  turn.  1st  Cor.  xvi:  17-18: 
"They  have  refreshed  my  spirit." 
They  were  probably  the  bearers  of  a 
letter  to  Paul,  and  from  him  they 
were  the  bearers  of  this  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians. 

STEPHEN— ESte'-fen.] 

E'.CKr!-n!N  was  one  of  the  seven  dea- 
cons selected  to  attend  to  some  interests 
of  tin;  church,  that  were  birrdcr.big  I  be 
apostles,  and  somewhat  hindering  them 
in  their  work  of  faith  and  labor  of 

From  the  instructions  given  the  dis- 
ciples as  to  the  selection  of  men  to  at- 
tend to  these  interests,  we  may  gather 
that  Stephen,  with  his  companions, 
was  in  the  estimation  of  his  brethren  a 
good  man.  Acts,  vi:  3;  "Look  yo 
out  seven  men  of  honest  report,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom.  '  Ste- 
phen and  his  companions  were  solemnly 
set  apart  by  the  imposition  of  the 
apostles'  bands,  and  entered  upon  their 
luiiioi'; m-it:  work. 

It  has  been  thought  that  he  was  one 
of  our  Savior's  disciples,  and  that  ho 
was  brought  up  like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  at 
the  foot  of  Gamaliel,  but  of  this  we 
cannot  tell     He  was  before  his  conver- 


sion, it  is  quite  likely,  a  man  of  some 
note  among  the  Hellinist  Jews. 

I'dng  called  to  the  work  and  office 
of  a  deacon,  he  was  qualified  for  it. 
He  was  filled  with  (he  Holy  Ghost,  and 
preached  the  word  as  a,  deacon,  with 
power,  and  in  the  demonstration  of 
the  spirit,  and  success  crowned  hie 
efforts;  "tho  word  of  God  increased 
and  the  number  of  the  disciples  were 
multiplied."  He  not  only  preached 
successfully,  but  he  wrought  many  and 
mighty  miracles.  "And  Stephen  full 
of  faith  and  power,  did  great  wonders 
and  miracles  aniong  tho  people, " 

It  was  not  long  until  certain  Jews 
disputed  with  him,  and  not  being  able 
to  compete  with  him  in  argument,  or 
"  resist  the  wisdom  and  spirit  by  which 
bo  spake,  they  suborned  witnesses  to 
swear  falsely  against  him,  declaring 
that  he  had  blasphemed  Moses  and 
God.  They  soon  succeeded  in  raising 
a  mob  and  caught  him  and  brought  him 
to  the  council.  They  hurried  him  be- 
fore the  Jewish  Sanhedrim  and  made 
a  charge  against  him  of  speaking  re- 
proachfully against  their  honored  tem- 
Slo  and  the  law  of  Moses.  They  af- 
rmed  that  Stephen  had  said  that 
Jesus  would  abolish  the  law  and  de- 
stroy the  temple.  Stephen  heard  their 
accusation  and  stood  up  fearlessly,  and 
undaunted,  by  these  falso  charges. 
His  countenance  was  lit  up  with  a 
heavenly  smile,  as  the  Sanhedrim  asked 
him,  "  Are  those  things  so?" 

Having  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
for  himself,  he  told  them  what  the 
dealings  of  G-od  had  been  with  the 
Jewish  nation,  and  how  wicked  tho  na- 
tion had  been,  how  they  had  incurred 
the  divine  displeasure,  and  felt  God's 
judgments.  He  openly  rebuked  them 
for  their  murder  of  Jesus.  He  declared 
they  had  persecuted  the  prophets  who 
had  prophesied  of  the  coming  Savior, 
and  now  that  ho  had  come,  they  had 
put  him  to  death.  He  said,  boldly 
unto  them,  "  Ye  have  been  the  betray- 
ers and  murderers  of  the  holy  and  the 
just." 

They  heard  this  language  of  the 
good  man  condemning  them,  and 
were  cut  to  the  heart,  and  gnashed 
upon  him  with  their  teeth."  But  still 
he  was  undaunted.  He  knew  full 
well  that  the  demonstration  of  feeling 
against  him  arose  from  murder  in 
their  hearts,  and  with  early  martyr- 
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dom  in  view,  "  he  looked  up  stead- 
fastly into  Heaven,  and  saw  the  glory 
of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,"  and  in  the  hear- 
ing of  tho  murderous  multitude,  lie 
said:  "Behold  I  see  the  Heavens 
opened,  and  the  son  of  man  ^lauding 
on  the  right  hand  of  God."  They 
pvofesaed  to  bo  shocked  with  what  he 
said,  and  to  count  it  blasphemy,  and, 
pretending  to  this,  tliey  stopped  their 
cars,  and  ran  upon  him  with  one 
accord,  and  taking  hold  of  him,  they 
dragged  him  out  of  the  city  with 

treat  violence,  and  stoned  him  to 
eath.  The  good  man  received  all 
this  abuse,  and  cruel  treatment  from 
his  enemies,  without  a  word  of  com 
plaint  of  murmuring,  and,  indeed 
with  his  last  expiring  breath,  he 
offered  up  a  fervent  prayer  to  G-od,  to 
forgive  his  murderers.  lie  died 
praying  for  himself  and  for  his  ene- 
mies. His  prayer  for  himself  was, 
"Lord  Jesus  receive  my  spirit,"  In 
this  prayer  he  involves  the  doctrine 
of  the  soul's  immortality,  and  a  con- 
scious state  of  happiness  for  the  good 
man  immediately  after  death.  But 
his  prayer  for  his  enemies  is,  as  he 
kneels  in  their  presence  to  receive 
the  shower  of  stones,  "Lord  lay  not 
this  sin  to  their  charge."  How  much 
like  that  prayer  of  the  blessed  Savior 
while  hanging  in  agony  on  the  cross, 
"  I'rtll.icr  forgive  tlieiu,  for  they  know 
ni.it  what  they  do." 

After  Stephen  v?aw  thus  murdered 
his  christian  friends  took  charge  of 
the  body,  and  they  carried  to  the 
burial,  and  made  great  lamentation 
over  him.     [See  Acts,  vt:  5-15.] 

SUSAxTNAH-rSu-san'-nah,]  a  lily, 
a  rose,  joy. 

This  woman,  we  suppose,  believed 
in  Christ,  as  she  is  spoken -of  in  con- 
nection with  Mary  Magdalene  after 
her  conversion,  and  with  Joanna,  the 
wife  of  Chusa,  Herod's  steward,  as 
"  ministering  unto  him  of  their  sub- 
stance." Like  the  other  two  women, 
she  was,  it  is  likely,  a  woman  of  posi- 
tion and  property.     Luke,  viii :  ?>. 

SUSI — [Su'-si,]  horse,  swallow,  moth. 
St/si  was  of  the  tribe  of  Joseph, 
and  the  father  of  G-addi,  who  was 
selected  by  Moses  as  one  of  the  spies 
of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Num.  xiii :  11. 


TAHAN— TTa'-hanJ 
Was  of  the  sons  of  Joseph  in  the 
tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  he  was  the  head 

of  the  family  of  that  tribe  called 
Tahanitos.     Num.  xxvi  :  35. 

TAHPENES— [Tah'-pe-nesJ  stand- 
ard, flight. 
Tahpemes  was  the  wife  of  Pharaoh, 
who  gave  bis  daughter  to  Solomon, 

the  ting  of  Israel,  to  wife,  and  possi- 
bly she  was  the  mother  of  that  beau- 
tiful woman.  She  was  the  sister  of 
tho  wife  of  Ha-dad,  the  adversary  of 
Solomon,  who  seems  to  have  had  the 
oversight  and  probably  the  educa- 
tion under  her  direction,  of  Guriubaih 
the  son  of  Hadad.     1st  Kings  xi :  20. 

TALMAI,  1— [Tal'-ma,]  my  furrow. 
frt:t.;p  of 'waters. 
Taljiai  was  the  sou  of  Ann.fr,  and 
of  the  race  of  tbo  giants  that  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  Israelites  in  Canaan. 
We  nave  an  account  in  Num.  xiii,  of 
the  spies  sent  by  Moses  to  search  the 
promised  land,  and  as  they  were  pro- 
ceeding on  their  journey  they  came  to 
Hebron,  where  Ahiman  Shishai  and 
Taiinai,  tho  children  of  Anak  were, 
and  we  learn  from  Joshua  xiv :  15, 
that  tho  inheritance  of  Caleb  took  in 
the  city  of  Hebron,  and  that  he  drove 
these  three  giants  from  his  inherit- 
.     Beo  also,  J  onhua  sv :  14. 


TALMAI,  2—  My  furrow,  heap  of 
waters. 
Taimai  was  the  king  of  Geshur, 
and  the  father  of  Maa  call,  whom  David 
married;  andthis  woman  was  tho  mo- 
ther of  Absalom.  2d  Sam.  iii :  3. 
When  Absalom  killed  Amuon  he  fled 
to  Talmud,  tho  king  of  Geshur,  his 
grand-father,  and  remained  with  him 
three  years  before  he  returned  to  his 
native  hind,  and  to  David  hi.)  father. 
2d  Sam.  siii :  37. 

TAMAE,  1— [Ta-mar,]  apalm,  palm 
tree. 
Tamar  was  the  wife  of  Er  the 
oldest  son  of  Jiulah  and  8'mah  his 
Canaanilish  wife.  Gen.  xxxviii;  0. 
But  because  Er  was  wicked  the  Lord 
slew  him,  thus  Tamar  was  left  a 
widow.  Judah  then  bade  On  an 
marry  his  brother's  widow.  This  was 
in  accordance  with  a  law  that  was 
afterwards     well     understood    and 
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practised  upon,  among  the  Israelites 
recorded 'in  Deut.  xxv:  5.  "If 
brethren  dwell  together  and  one  of 
them  die,  and  have  no  child,  the  wife 
of  the  dead  shall  not  many  without 
unto  a  stranger:  her  husband's  bro- 
ther shall  (go  iu  unto  her  and)  take 
her  to  him  to  wife,"  etc.  0 nan  was 
displeased  at  the  requisition  of  the 
father,  and  was  wicked,  wherefore 
the  Lord  slow  Mm  also,  and  Tamar 
was  again  left  a  widow.  Judah  obser- 
vant of  this  claim  of  a  widow  upon 
her  brothers-in-law,  bade  Tamar  wait 
until  Shelah  his  youngest  son 
grown,  and  attained  a,  proper  a£„  ,,. 
many,  when  ho  should  be  given  her. 
She  accordingly  went  to  her  father'}; 
house  to  tarry  for  a  few  years,  until 
tho  niamago  with  Shelah  could  " 


A  lew  years  passed  away— the  wii 
o.t  Judah  died,  and  Sbciah  attained  „ 

5 roper  ago  for  marriage,  bat  had  net 
KUf'ivca  liiiri)  Tamar.  Judah  went 
up  with  his  friend  IKrah  the  Adulla- 
rnito,  to  the  sheep  'shearers.  Some 
one  gave  information  to  Tamar  to  tho 
eftect  that  Jier  father-in-law  was  goin:: 
to  Timnath.  She  put  off  her  widow's 
garments  and  decoyed  him  by  acting 
the  part  of  a  prostitute.  Judah  was, 
ensnared,  and  soon  learned  the  fact, 
that  ids  daughter-in-law  had  decoyed 
him,  and  tho  reason  why  she  had  done 
it,  viz.,  (hat  lie  had  not  fulfilled  his 
promise  for  though  Shelah  wnsgrown, 
yet  was  he  not  given  her  an  a.  husband! 
Tamar  became  the  mother  of  twin 
sons  for  Judah.  whoso  name:-,  were 
Pharez  and  Zarah.  Pharez  is  hon- 
ored by  being  in  the  lino  nP  s-enea- 
logy  from  Judah  to  Christ,    Matthew 


TAMAR,  2~A  2K-/m.  palm  tree. 

Tamar  was  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Maacah,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
tho  king  of  Geshur.  She  was  corse- 
fluently  the  sister  of  Absalom.  She  it 
introduced  to  our  notice  in  2(\  Samuel. 
siii:  1.  Absalom  had  a  fair  sister, 
whose  name  was  Tamar.  From  this  we 
may  judge  Tamar  was  a  handsome  wo- 
man. As,  also,  from  the  circumstance 
next  narrated,  viz :  "  Amnon,  her  half 
brother,  loved  her."  But  she  fell  a 
victim  to  the  passions  of  Amnon,  who 
acted  under  the  wicked  advice  of  Jona- 
dab,  her  cousin.     She  plead  with  Am- 


non in  the  most  tender  and  persuasive 

speech,  hut  it  was  all  of  no  avail.  Af- 
ter she  had  been  cruelly  treated  by  Am- 
non, ho  drove  her  in  anger  from  his 
Sresence;  and  feeling  very  hocnlv  her 
isgrace  and  cruel  treatment,  she  rent 
tho  garment  that  distinguished  her  as 
a  kiug'ij  daughter,  a.ml  put  ashes  on  her 
head,  and  went  crying  through  the 
streets  of  the  city.  She  mot  her  brother 
Absalom,  to  whom  she  told  tho  cause 
of  her  sorrow.  Absalom  pitied  her, 
and  ielt  keenly  the  disgrace  of  his  sister^ 
but  ho  comforted  her,  and  took  her  to 
his  own  house,  where  she  remained  des- 
olate for  several  months. 

Absalom  treasured  wrath  in  his  heart 
against  Amnon,  and  was  not  satisfied 
until  he  had  avenged  the  wrong  done 
his  sister  by  killing  him.  What  be- 
came of  Tamar  after  .Absalom  fled  and 
went  to  Geshur  we  know  not,  but  we 
suppose  Absalom  remembered  her;  for 
after  his  return  from  his  banishment, 
and  his  partial  reconciliation  to  David^ 
his  fuller,  amongst  his  children  was  a 
daughter  whose  name  was  Tamar,  prob- 
ably so  named  in  memory  of  his  injured 
sister,  who  may  have  died  of  a  broken 

TAHHUMETH—  Consolation,  repent- 

Tamhometh,  the  Netophathito,  was 
the  lather  of  Scraiah,  one  of  the  cap- 
tains of  the  armies,  who,  hearing  that 
Gcdaliah   was  made  governor  by  the 

king  of  Uabylon,  went  to  him  to  Miz- 

Ijsh.     2d  Kings,  xzv:  23. 

TAPHATH— [Ta'-fathJ 

Was  a  daughter  of  King  Solomon, 
whom  he  gave  to  bo  the  wife  of  tho  son 
of  Aminadab,  one  of  tho  twelve  officers 
that  were  placed  over  the  twelve  dis- 
tricts to  provide  victuals  for  tho  king's 
'    '1,  monthly.     1st  Kinss.  iv  ii 


TARSHISH—  [Tar'-ahish,]    contem- 
plation of  tjie  'marble. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Javan,  the 

ii  of  fJi!p]ie;h.  There  are  four  pons 
...enliened  in  Gen.  x  :  4,  viz. :  Elishah, 
Tarshish,  Kittim  and  Dodanim.  These 
four  sons  of  Javan,  with  tho  three  sons 
of  Gomer,  and  the  other  live  sons  of 
Ja.pher.il— Magog,  Madai,  Tubal,  Me- 
sliesh  and  Tivas— are  supposed  to  have 
soctled  in  different  parts  of  Asia  and 
various  kingdoms  of  Europe.     In  Gen. 
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x:  5,  it  is  said,  "By  them,  were  the 
isles  of  the  Gentiles  divided  in  their 
land?,  every  one  after  his  tongue,  with 
their  families,  .in  their  nations." 

TARTAK — Chained,  bound,  shut  up. 
Was  an  idol  of  (ho  Avites,  and  is  re- 
ferred to  with  Nibhaz,  another  idol, 
in  2d  Kings,  xvii :  31.  There  is  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  Jewish  writ- 
ers as  to  the  form  or  figure  of  the  idol 
Tartak.  Some  think  it  was  made  to 
represent  the  ass-,  while  another  impor- 
tant writer  will  have  this  idol  to  be  the 
chariot  of  the  sun,  or  the  sun  in  his 
chariot. 

TARTAN—  [Tar' -tan,]  that  searches, 
the.  gift  of  the  turtle. 
Taiitan  was  one  of  the  generals  of 
Sennacherib,  the  king  of  Assyria.  At 
tho  time  that  Sennacherib  besieged 
LacMsh  he  sent  Tartan,  TJabsaris,  and 
Hahshaheh,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  to 
demand  of  King  Hezekiah  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerusalem  a  surrender. 
Rahshakeh  was  especially  insolent  to 
the  messengers  of  Hezekiah.  And 
when  (he  destroying  angel  passed 
through  the  Assyrian  camp  and  slew 
one  hundred  anil  eighty-five  thousand 
of  the  soldiery,  it  is  Quite  likely  that 
two  of  the  Assyrian  generals  were  de- 
stroyed. See  Isa.  xsx,  xxxiii.  xxsvi, 
xxxvii.  But  it  is  likely  that  Tartan 
was  not  slain,  for  after  this  ho  is  repre- 
sented as  leading  the  Assyrian  hosts 
against  Aahdod  and  taking  it.     Isaiah, 


TATNAI— [Tat'-na-i,]  that  gives. 

Tatnai  was  the  governor  of  Sama- 
ria at  the  time  that  the  returned  Jews 
from  Babylon  were  engaged  in  re- 
building the  templo  and  the  walls  of 
their  sacred  eity.  He  tried  to  hinder 
them  in  the  work,  as  did  his  compan- 
ions. We  have  an  account  of  their 
efforts  in  Ezra,  v ;  3.  Ho  sent  a  letter 
to  Darius  informing  him  that  they 
had  tried  ineffectually  to  stop  them, 
and  that  those  Jews  that  were  en- 
gaged pretended  that  there  was  an 
cd;ct  of  Cyrus  appointing  them  to 
build  it.  And  Tatnai  suggested  that 
search  be  made  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  such  an  edict.  Darius  ac- 
cordingly made  the  search  and  found 
it,  and  then  ratified  it  and  ordered 
the  Samaritans  to  give  the  Jews  no 


further  trouble,  but  allow  them  to  go 
on  with  their  work.  Tatnai  and  hiB 
companions  encouraged  the  Jews  to 
proceed,  and  they  did  so,  until  it  was 
finished.     Ezra,  vi :  13-16. 

TEBAH— [Te'-bah,]  murder,  acooh. 
Ho  was  the  eldest  son  of  Reumali, 

the  concubine  or  secondary  wifo  of 
Nahor.  He  is  mentioned  with  three 
other  sons  of  this  woman,  viz :  Ga- 
1mm.  Tlialiasli,  i;;.id  I-laaehah,  in  Gen. 
xxii :  24. 

TEBALIAH— [Teb-a-Ii'-ah  J 

Was  one  of  the  sous  of  Hosah,  and 
ho  was  one  of  the  sacred  porters.    1st 

Chron.  xxvi:  11, 

TEMA— [Te'-mah,]  admiration,  per- 
fection. 
Teha  was  a  son  of  Ivhmae!,  hence 
a  grandson  of  the  patriarch  Abraham. 
He  is  referred  to  in  the  generations 
of  Ishmacl.  Gen.  xxt :  15.  Ho  is 
supposed  to  have  founded  a  city  of 
the  same  name,  referred  to  in  Job,  vi ; 
19 i  and  the  "troops  of  Tenia,"  re- 
ferred to  there  are  supposed  to  be  the 
of  the  son  of  Ishmael. 


TEMAN— [Te'man,]    south,    Africa. 

Temaw  or  Timhah,  was  the  son  of 
Eliphaz,  and  the  grandson  of  Esau, 

id  from  him  the  Tcmauitcs,  to  whom 
Job's  friend  belonged,  de- 
He  is_ealk:d  in  Gen.  xxxvi: 
12,  a  duke.  Husham,  another  de- 
scendant of  Esau,  Teigned  in  the  land 
of  Tcinani,  when  Jobab  died.  Gen. 
xxxvi:  34.  There  was  an  important 
city  called  T email,  that  was  built 
probably  by  this  son  of  Elipliaz.  It 
seems  from  Jeremiah,  xlix:  20,  that 
(lie  inhabitant  a  of  Tcman  occupied 
nearly  all  the  country  of  Edom,  and 
the  same  fact  seems  to  bo  set  forth  by 
the  prophet,  Amos,  i:  11-12.  The 
judgments  of  God  were  to  be  poured 
upon  Edom,  and  the  Lord  says:  "I 
will  send  a  fire  upon  Toman  which 
shall  devour  the  palaces  of  Bozrah." 
The  prophet  H  a  b  a  k  k  u  k  makes  a 
beautiful  allusion  to  the  country  of 
Tcman,  and  the  symbols  of  the  divine 
presence  and  glory,  as  they  moved 
forward.     "God  came  from  Teman, 
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TEEAH— jTVrah,]  to  breathe,  to 
scent,  to  blow. 
Tebah  was  the  soa  of  Nahor,  and 
tlic  father  of  II  acnn,  Nahor  and 
Abraham.  His  lather  was  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  old  when  he 
was  horn.  Genesis,  xi:  24.  And 
Terah  was  seventy  year?  old  when 
Ilaran  was  horn  unto  him,  for  he  was 
his  oldest  son,  and  Abram  was  the 
youngest  of  the  three,  not  horn,  it  is 
likely,  until  Terah  was  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years  old.  Abram  was- 
siiventy-fivoyear:;  old,  when,  with  Lot. 
lie  departed  from  the  land  of  Ilaran. 
His  father,  Terah,  had  just  died  at 
the  ago  of  two  hundred  and  five,  so 
that  ho  must  have  been  as  old  a3  we 
say,  when  Abram  was  born.  Genesis, 
sii;  4.  It  is  not  certain  that  Terah 
and  his  family  were  idolaters  at  the 
lime  (hat  God  tailed  Abram  if  so  he 
was  likely  converted  about  that  time, 
for  ho,  with  Abram  and  Lot,  left  Ur. 
oi'  the  Chaldean;',  to  i»o  to  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  at  Haran,  Terah  died, 
when  Abram  and  Lot  went  on.  As 
Terah  died  and  was  buried  at  Ilarau. 
it  is  probable  that  his  family  remained 
there,  except  the  two  named,  for 
we  find  the  relationship  afterwards  iu 
Padan-arara,  in  Mesopotamia.  Na- 
hor, one  of  tho  sons,  built  a  city 
there.  Isaac  and  Jacob  both  pro- 
cured their  wives  from  their  relation- 
ship in  this  land.     Genesis,  xxv:  20, 


TERTIUS— [  Ter'shi-us,]  the  third. 

Twtmrs  was  intimately  as;soeiaicd 
with  the  apostle  Paul,  and  may  be, 
as  some  suppose,  the  same  as  Silas! 
who  was  his  fellow  laborer,  and  at 
ouo  time,  in  Philipi,  his  follow  pris- 
oner. Ho  wrote  tho  epistle  to  the 
Romans  as  Paul  dictated  it  to  him. 
or  ho  transcribed  the  epistle  that  wan 
scut  to  the  church.     "" 


TERTTJLLUS— [Ter-tul'lus,]  a  liar, 

an  impostor. 

Tertullus  was  a  famous  orator 
among  the  Jews,  who  was  employed. 
or  volunteered  his  services  to  prose- 
cute Paul  before  Felix.  We  have  an 
account  of  this  matter  in  Acts  xxiv : 
3-10.    Ananias,  the  high  priest,  with 


some  Jewish  Eldera  and  Tertullus. 
went  to  Cesaroa,  whither  Lysias  had 
sent  Paul.  Arriving  there,  (hey  in- 
formed tho  governor  against  Paul",  and 
ho  was  brought  forth  for  trial.  Ter- 
tullus then  addressed  tho  judge  in  a 
speech  full  of  flattery  and  falsehood, 
after  which  the  apostle  was  permitted 
to  answer  for  himself;  and  we  may 
judge  that  ho  satisfied  Felix  that  he 
was  not  guilty  of  tho  crimes  of  which 
Tertullus  charged  him,  for  he  com- 
manded the  centurion  who  had  charge 
of  Paul,  to  let  him  have  liberty  and 
allow  his  friends  to  minister  unto  him. 

THADDEUS  —  [Thad'-do-us,]    that 
praises. 

Tdaddeus,  or  Lebetxs  was  the 
same  person  as  Judo,  tho  writer  of  the 
Epistle  of  Jude.  In  Matthew  x  :  3, 
Thaddeus  i3  said  to  be  his  surname  ;. 
"  Lcbhens  whose  surname  is  Thad- 
eus."  He  was  the  kinsman  or  bro- 
ther, as  he  is  called,  of  Jesus.  Luke 
vi :  1G.  Ho  was  the  son 
[See  Judas.] 

TIIEOPHILUS— [The-of-fi-lns,]  a 
friend  of  God. 

TnEOrnii.ui!  was  a  noted  christian, 
and  an  intimate  acquaintance  and 
friend  of  tho  evangelist,  St.  Luke. 
Some  have  thought  that  the  name 
>iy  denotes  any  "friend  or  lover 

od,"  as  that  is  the  import  of  the 

name.  But  in  tho  manner  in  which 
it  is  used  by  St.  Luke  in  directing  his 
el,  and  also  the  Acta  oi."  I  he  Apns- 
lioo,  we  arc  certainly  justified  in  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  proper  name  of  a 
christian  man.  We  may  further  sup- 
pose that  ho  was  a.  person  of  some 
note— a  gifted  and  holy  man.  The 
first  four  verses  of  the  1st  chapter  of 
Luke's  gospel  is  a  preface  written  to 
Theophilus,  commending  to  his  atten- 
tion and  careful  perusal  tho  entire 
history  that,  follows:  the  history  of 
Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  he  had  heard, 
and  in  whom  ho  believed.  One  grand 
object  of  Luke  was  to  confirm  this 
important  person  in  the  faith.  Acts 
i:  1,  makes  a  reference  to  the  gospel 
Wi'ii:t!:ii  hfiv'ore  to  him.  l:  The  former 
atise  have  I  made,  0  Theophilus, 
all  that  Jesus  began  to  do  and  tc^ 
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T  H  E  U  D  A  S— [ThuAdas,]  a  false 
teacher. 
Wo  have  an  account  of  this  person 
in  Acts,  v :  30,  or  rather  a  reference 
made  to  him.  ' '  For  before  these  days 
rose  up  Theudas  boasting  himself  to 
be  somebody ;  to  whom  a  number  of 
men,  about  four  hundred,  joined  them- 
selves: who  were  slain,  and  all,  as 
many  as  obeyed  him,  were  scattered 
and  brought  to  nought."  He.set  him- 
self up  as  a  noted  person,  trumpeted  his 
greatness  abroad,  lie  was  killed,  and 
tho  four  hundred  men  that  joined  him 
were  either  slain  with  him,  or  dispersed 
abroad. 

THOMAS— [Tom'-mas,]  a  twin. 
Thomas,  otherwise  called  Didy- 

mus,  was  one  of  our  Savior's  apostles, 
and  is  numbered  with  them  iu  Matt. 
s :  3,  and  in  other  places  where  the 
list  of  names  of  the  twelve  is  given. 
He  had  often  bees  with  Jesus  to 
Bethany  and  enjoyed  the  hospitality 
of  Lazarus  and  the  two  sisters,  and 
appreciated  their  kindness.  When 
Jesus  heard  that  Lazarus  was  sick, 
after  two  days  he  said  to  his  disciples, 
"  Let  us  go  into  Judea.  again."  His 
disciples  were  disposed  to  object  be- 
cause of  tho  opposition  and  persecu- 
tion that  their  master  met  with  in 
Judea  a  little  whilo  before  that.  At 
length  Jesus  told  them  plainly,  Laza- 
rus was  dead,  and  certified  bis  inten- 
tion to  go  to  Bethany.  No  sooner 
had  he  done  this  than  Thomas  pro- 
posed to  the  other  disciples  that  they 
all  accompany  him,  thereby  testifying 
their  affection  for  tho  Bethany  family, 
and  if  necessary  die  with  their  mas- 
ter, who  would  certainly  endanger  his 
life  by  returning  to  Judea.  John,  xi : 
1G.  His  affection  for  the  bereaved 
sisters  and  his  love  for  Christ  must 
have  been  very  strong. 

In  John,  xiv :  5,  we  have  an  ac- 
count of  an  interesting  conversation 
between  Jesus  and  Thomas.  Jesus 
in  order  to  comfort  Ids  disciples  hade 
■them  bo  of  good  cheer,  for  "  In  my 
father's  house  are  many  mansions— I 
go  to  prepare  a  placo  for  you — I  will 
come  again  and  receive  you  to  my- 
self," and  he  closed  up  this  address 
by  saying,  "Whither  I  go  ye  know 
and  the  way  ye  know."  Thomas"- 
fesscd  ignorance  and  asked 
whither  be  was  going,  and  which  way 


ho  would  take,  "  Lord  we  know  not 
whither  thou  goest,  and  how  oan  we 
know  t!io  way?"  Jesus  then  declared 
himself  the  way,  the  truth  and  the 
lite — the  grand  medium  of  access  to 
(Aid  the  father. 

After  our  Savior  was  risen  from  the. 
dead,  tho  same  day  he  appeared  to 
ten  of  the  disciples  and  satisfied  them 
thi:c  he  wiirt  risen,  'they  reported  it 
to  Thomas  but  ho  would  not  believe 
them.  He  did  not  say  that  they 
had  not  had  an  interview  with  their 
risen  master,  but  he  thought 
they  were  mistaken.  They  tried  to 
convince  him  but  all  in  vain— they 
told  him  that  they  had  heard  his  well- 
known  voice,. saying,  "Peace  be  unto 
Sra,"  nay  more,  they  had  seen  his 
ands  and  his  side.  They  had  heard 
his  words,  and  felt  the  blessed  sen- 
sation s  produced  by  receiving  the 
Holy  Ghost  j  but  'i'homas  said  "  except 
I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of 
tho:  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the 
print  of  tho  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand 
into  his  side,  I  will  notbelieve."  In 
(his  state  of  mind  he  continued  until 
tho  next  Sabbath  evening,  when  he 
iissembled  with  the  ten  in  their  place 
of  meeting.  And-  while  they  were 
there  ,-fesu:;  appeared  unto  them. 
His  appearance  at  (his  time  seems  to 
haya  been  mainly;  to  remove  the 
doubts  from  the  mind  of  Thomas,  as 
(obis  resurrection  from  (ho  dead. 

1.1  o  accosted  them,  as  in  tho  former 
case,  with,  l:  Peace  be  unto  you,"  and, 
turning  to  Thomas,  he  said :  "  Beach 
hither  thy  finger  and.  put  it  info  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  reach  hither 
thy  hand  and  thrust  it  into  my  side, 
and  bo  not  faithless,  but  believing:" 
This  was  the  very  evidence  that  the 
doubting  disciple  asked  for ;  and  he 
seemed  to  be  quite  overpowered  with 
it,  for  he  exclaimed :  "  My  Lord  and 
my(Jod;"  i.  e..  It  is  enough.  Nowl 
know  that  Jesus  has  risen  from  the 
dead.  The  Savior  rather  reproved 
him  for  disbelieving  so  loiig  by  say- 
ing:- "Blessed  arc  they  ilv.it  have 
not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed." 
John,  xx :  24-29. 

A  short  time  after  this  Thomas, 
with  others  of  the  disciples,  saw  Jesus 
again.  It  was  at  the  sea  of  Galilee. 
There  were  together  seven  of  them, 
"Simon  Peter,  and  Thomas  called 
Didymufl,    and    Nathaniel   of  Cana 
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in  Galilee,  and  the  sons  of  Zebedee, 
and  two  others."  Jolm,  xxi :  2.  This 
was  the  third  time  tliat  Vlcisns  she 
himself  to  his  disciples  after  his  _,.. 
urrection;  and.  though  Thomas  was 
behind  them  all  In  that  he  had  seen 
the  Savior  hut  once,  and  they  had  all 
seen  him  twice,  yet  now  ho  is  permit- 
ted to  see  him  with  only  a  part  of 
them;  and  ho  is  permitted  to  take 
bread  aud  fish  from  his  hands,  and 
eat  with  them. 

It  is  not  certain  where  Thomas  per- 
formed his  apostolic  labor.  It  is 
thought  he  preached  at  Jerusalem  for 
many  years  and  then  went  to  preach 
among  the  Partisans  and  jYIedes,  and 
others,  and  that  he  final] v  suffered 
martyrdom  in  the  Jjlast  Indias,  near 
to  which,  three  or  four  centuries  rso. 
Christians  were  found  who  called 
themselves  by  the  name  St.  Thomas. 
It  has  been  thought  that  this  apostle 
preached  in  China. 


TIBERIUS— CTi-1 


^sonofTi- 


ms  a  Roman  emperor.  He 
.  by  Cesar-Augustus  as  his 
heir  and  successor.  The  mother  of  Ti- 
berius married  Cesar,  winch  accounts, 
in  part  at  least,  for  his  being  selected 
as  heir  to  the  emperor.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign  he  behaved  himself 
respectful;;-,  and  did  honor  to  his  posi- 
tion ;  but  afterwards  ho  became,  it  is 
said,  peevish  and  fretful,  cruel  and  op. 
preserve. 

About  the  sixth  year  of  his  reign, 
the  .Roman  Senate  ordered  all  the 
Jews  to  leave  Rome,  or  submit  to 
be  made  slaves.  It  is  said  that  he  made 
Pilate  governor  of  Judea,  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  his  reign.  He  took 
from  the  Jews  the  power  of  putting 
criminals  to  death;  hence,  when  the 
Jews  would  put  Jesus  to  death,  they 
went  to  Pontius-Pilate  to  procure  the 
sentence  of  death.  It  is  raid  that  he 
was  prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  Savior, 
and  heard  of  his  miracles  with  such 
great  interest  and  admiration  that  he 
proposed  to  hayo  Jesus  numbered  with 
the  Roman  deities,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  Senate.  He  is  also  said  to  have 
favored  Christians  so  much  that  lie 
threatened  with  death  any  persons  who 
molested  them  on  account  of  their  re- 
■jgion.     &e  Lu'.c.  iii:  1, 


TIBNI— [Tib'-n!,]  straw,  understand- 
ing. 
We  have  an  account  of  this  person 
in  1st  Kings,  xvi,  from  which  we  learn 
that  he  was  tho  son  of  Ginalh.  After 
the  treason  of  Zimri,  and  the  murder 
of  Baasha,  the  ting  of  Israel,  by  him, 
Omri  turned  against  him,  and  with  an 
army  besieged  Tirzah,  whore  Kimri  had 
stationed  himsc'f,  and  was  reigning  as 
king.  The  people,  or  soldiery  in  the 
camp,  made  Omri  kinsr,  and  he  took 
the  city.  _  Zimri  set  the  palace  on  fire, 
e:ul  died  in  (lie  conflagration. 

Part  of  the  people  then  took  up  TiLni 
and  determined  (o  make  him  king  in- 
stead of  Omri.  It  is  said  tho  people 
of  Israel  were  divided  into  two  parts, 
half  of  the  people  following  Tibni  and 
the  other  half  following  Omri.  It  is 
probable  that  tho  former  was  the  selec- 
tion of  tho  people  for  king,  and  (he 
latter  the  selection  of  tho  army.  The 
consequence  of  which  was,  Omri  had 
tho  army  and  munitions  of  war  with 
him,  while  Tibni  had  a  raw,  un- 
disciplined host,  that  were  almost  with- 
out munitions  oi' war.  Yet  they  fought 
together,  and  Tibni  was  defeated  and 
slain.  It  is  said,  1st  Kings,  xvi:  22: 
"But  the  people  that  followed  Omri 
prevailed  agaiest  tho  people  that  fol- 
lowed Tibni,  the  ton  of  Ginath ;  so 
Tibni  died  and  Omri  reigned." 


TIDAL  —  LTi'-dal,[   that   breaks  the 

yoke, 

i    called    "king  of  tho  nations," 
.  xiv :  1.     He  was  associated  with 

Amraphel,  Ariooh  and  Cliodor  homer, 
in  a  war  with  the  kings  of  Sodom,  Go- 
morrah, Admah.  Kebcijti,  and  Zoar,  ■ 
These  four  confederate  kings  were  asso- 
ciated against,  the  five  Canaanite  kings 
named  above,  and  thev  prevailed 
igainst  them.  It  is  thought  that  the 
ubjects  of  Tidafs  kingdom  were  refu- 
gees from  other  kingdoms  ;  hence,  he 
is  styled   "king  of  the  nations." 

TIGLATH-PILESER-[Tig'-lath-Pi- 

le/-scr, j  thai,  ta.hu  inrt.ni  mptlntly. 

TifiLATir-PiLESERis  sometimes  called 
Tilgath-Pilnescr.  He  was  a  king  of 
Assyria,  and  probably  the  son  ofPul, 
who  prevailed  against  Israel  during  the 
I  .reign  of  Menahem,  and  exacted  of  him 
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a  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  confirm 
the  kingdom  unto  him.  Having  re- 
ceived the  exacted  money  of  the  king 
of  Israel,  Pul,  the  king  of  Assyria,  left 
the  land  and  went  back  into  his  own 
country.     2d  King?,  xv :  19. 

Tiglath-Pileser  was  the  successor  of 
his  father,  and  received  the  kingdom 
at  a  time  of  prosperity  and  great  power 
of  the  Assyrian  empire.  Ho  was  not 
satisfied,  though,  with  the  size  and 
power  of  hii  empire,  but  sought  to  en- 
large it.  We  have  an  account  in  2d 
Kings,  XV :  2-9,  of  hi*  coining  against 
Israel  in  the  daja  of  Pekah,  their  king, 
and  taking  several  important  cities, 
''Ijon  and  Ahel-heih-maachah,  and 
Janoah  .ind  Kcdcsh,  and  Hazor  and 
Oilcad,  and  Galileo,  all  the  land  of 
NViphtali,  and  carried  them  captive  to 
Assyria."  It  seems  that  he  was  hired 
by  Ahaz,  the  king  of  Judab,  to  fight 
against  Pekah  and  Bazin,  the  king  of 
Syria,  who  was  associated  with  Pekah 
in  efforts  to  take  Jerusalem.  Ahaz 
gave  Tiglath-Pileser  the  silver  and  gold 
that  was  found  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord  and  in  the  treasury  of  the  king's 
house,  sending  it  to  him  by  a  messen- 
ger. Ho  took  the  money  and  met  the 
wishes  of  Ahaz.  He  came  into  the 
country  of  Syria  with  his  army,  and 
engaged  and  conquered  the  king  of 
Syria.  "Ho  took  Damascus  and  car- 
ried tho  people  of  it  captive  to  Kir, 
and  slew  Eezin."  After  his.  conquest 
Ahaz  went  to  meet  him  at  Damascus 
and  acknowledge  his  obligation  to  him, 
2d  KJ.nss.  xvi. 

It  seems  from  1st  Oliron.  v:  20,  that 
he  and  his  father  carried  away  into 
captivity  the  P.eubenites  and  the  Gad 
ites,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh. 
and  brought  them  unto  Halah,  and 
Habor,  and  Ilara,  and  to  the  river  G  o- 
zan.  And  wc  learn  from  2d  Chron. 
xxviii:  20,  that  though  Ahaz  hired 
him  to  help  him  against  the  king  of 
Syria,  and  he  did,and  — -'■■    '  ■ 


eived  ii  fair 


fully  satisfied,  for  he  '"  distressed  Ahaz 
and  strengthened  him  not."  We  may 
judge  that  lie  ravaged  a  part  of  Judca. 
Though  Tiglath-Pileser  slew  Rezin, 
he  did  not  help  Ahaz  either  against 
the  Philistines  or  against  Pekah.  Ho 
helped  him  a  little,  but  distressed  him 
much:.  He  is  supposed  to  have  rei 
ahcn.it  nineteen  years,  and  was 
ccediwl  by  Shalmancser. 


TIMNA—  [Tim'-na.] 

Tdina  was  the  concubine  of  Eliphaz, 

ie  son  of  Adah.     Gen.    xxxvi :     12. 

And  Tinma  was  concubine  to  Eliph:^ 
Esau's  son,  and  she  hare  to  Eliphaz, 
Amalek."  This  Amalek  was  tho  father 
of  the  Amalekites,  who  became  such 
bitter  enemies  to  the  Jews,  and  whom 
the  Jews  afterwards  ex.tonviiiialed. 

Timnawas  also  the  sister  of  Lotan, 
the  Horite.    Gen.  xxxvi:  22.     "And 

TIMON— [Ti'-mon,]  honorable. 
Was  one  of  tho  seven  deacons  of  the 
rly  church.      He  was    probably  art 

„ellcnist  Jew.  The  name  stands  fifth 
in  the  list  of  deacons.  Acts,  vi :  1-G. 
Wc  know  nothing  further  of  him. 

TIMOTHY-[Tim-o'-thy.] 

Timothy  or  TiMOTHEUS,  was  a  noted' 
evangelist.  From  Acts,  xvi :  1,  we  may 
gather  that  he  was  a  native  of  Derbe 
or  Lystra.  His  father  was  :i  Greek,  but 
his  mother  was  a  Jewess.  Whether  his 
father  was  a  convert  to  the  christian 
religion  or  not,  his  mother  Eunice,  and 
his  grandmother  Lois  were,  and  they 
together  taught  Timothy  from  a  child: 
the  scriptures.  They  trained  him  up 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.  2d  Tim.  i:  5,  &c.  His  pious 
training  by  these  pious  women,  was  the 
menus  (hat  resulted  in  his  early  conver- 
sion.. When  Paul  and  Silas  went  to 
Derbo  and  Lystra,  they  found  Timothy 
there  a  disciple.-  He  became  an  inti- 
mate associate  of  Paul,  his  traveling 
companion  and  servant,  and  that  apos- 
tle calls  him  his  "beloved  son."  1st 
Cor.  iv:  17.  Again  ho  calls  him  his 
"'own  son  in  the  faith,"  and  his 
"faithful  fellow  worker."  1st  Tim.  i :. 
2.  Timothy  was  ordained  to  the  work 
and  office  of  the  ministry,  hy  Paul.  2d 
Tim.  i:  C.  "Wherefore  I  put  thee 
in  remembrance  that  thou  stir  up  the 
gift  of  God  which  is  in  thee,  by  the  put- 
ting on  of  my  hands."  When  Paul 
and  Silas  left  Derbo  and  Lystra,  Timo- 
thy accompanied  them,  and  they  made 
their  way  to  Troas,  where  Paul  had  the 
vision  that  presented  an  open  door  to 
Macedonia,  so  that  Timothy  went  with 
him  to  that  country,  and  was  at  Phil- 
ippi,  Tbessaloniea,  and  Bcrea,  and 
while  the  persecution  was  raging  at 
Tbessaloniea,  bo  and  Silas  suffered  with 
Paul.    At  Besca,  Silas  and  Timothy 
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remained  after  the  brethren  had  sent 
Paul  away  because  tlio  Thessaloniana 
had  stirred  tlio  Bcreans  up  against  him. 
Paul  went  to  Athens,  and  tarried  there 
until  lie  was  joined  by  Timothy  and 
Silas.  Acts,  xvii ;  16.  Paul  refers  to 
this  persecution,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  and  his  companions  had  been 
exercised  and  preached  tie  word  of 
life.  1st  Thess.  ii:  2,  also  iii :  2,  3.  In 
Acts,  xviii:  5,  we  have  an  account  of 
Silas  and  Timothy  being  with  Paul  at 
Corinth,  and  when  the  apostle  wrote 
his  epistles  to  the  Thessalonians,  which 
was  dune  probably  about  .this  time, 
cither  from  Athens  or  Corinth,  Timo- 
thy anil  Silas  or  Silvanns,  send  their 
salutations  to  the  church.  See  first 
verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  each  of 
the  epistles. 

Ho  continued  to  travel  with  Paul, 
■mil  was  obedient  to  him.  By  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  apostle,  Timothy -with 
other  evangelists  visited  the  churches 
■of  EpIieBUS,  Macedonia  .and  Corinth, 
for  tlio  purpose  of  establishing  the 
christians  in  the  faith.  Actsxis:  22. 
"So  ho  sent  into  Macedonia  two  of 
them  tliLit  ministered  unto  him,  Timo- 
theus  and  Erastus."  1st  Cot.  iv :  17 
and  xvi :  10.  Ho  was  left  by  Paul  at 
Sphesus  to  guard  the  interests  of  the 
church  when  he  went  unto  Macedonia. 
1st  Tim.  i:  3,  and  while  he  was  there 
he  probably  received  their  first  Epistle 
in  which  Paul  put  him  in  mind  of  his 
charge,  and  gave  him  instructions  as  to 
proper  conduct  and  gave  him  earnest 
exhortations  to  a  faithful  performance 
of  hisdufy.  After  fulfilling  his  mission 
at  llphesus,  .be  seems  to  have  followed 
Paul  into  Macedonia,  and  wasassociatcd 
with  him  there,  probably  at  Phillppi, 
in  labor. 

About  this  time  Paul  wrote  his  2d 
epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  The  first 
verse  of  the  first  chapter,  is  a  salutation 
of  Timothy,  joined  with  Paul,  to  the 
church.  Ho  attended  Paul  when  he 
went  to  Corinth,  and  was  with  him 
when  he  wrote  his  epistle  to  the  Ro- 
mans and  sent  it  by  Phcbc.  Timothy 
with  Lucius,  Jason  and  Sosipater,  sent 
their  salutations  to  the  church  at  Rome. 
After  this,  with  others,  he  accompanied 
the  apostle  into  Asia,  Acts,  xx:  4,  and 
when  Paul  was  at  Rome,  and  wrote  his 
2d  epistle  to  Timothy,  in  which  he  tri- 
umphs so  gloriously  in  die  prospect  ol 
death,  he  sent  for  hmi  to  come  and  see 


him  as  early  as  possible,  and  bring  with 
him  tho  cloak  that  ho  left  at  Troas, 
with  Carpus  and  the  books,  and  espe- 
cially the  parchments.  2d  Timothy, 
iv:  9-13. 

He  did  go  to  Paul  and  was  with  him 
awhile  atJEome,  during  his  imprison- 
ment. Ho  was  with  him  when  he 
wrote  his  epistles  to  the  Philippians, 
iind  Oolossiaus,  as  also  the  epistle  to 
Philemon,  for  in  the  first  verse  0f  the 
first  chapter,  of  each  epistle,  his  salu- 
tations attend  Paul's.  He  was  not 
only  with  Paul,  but  for  awhile  he  was  a 
prisoner  with  him  at  Rome,  and  Paul 
refers  to  his  imprisonment,  or  rather,  to 
his  being  set  at  liberty.  Hob.  xiii :  23. 
"  Know  ye  not  that  our  brother  Timo- 
thy is  at  liberty?"  And  Paul  seems  to 
have  written,  or  sent,  this  epistle  by 
Timothy.  Thus,  wo  observe,  he  was 
faithful  to  Paul,  as  long  as  Paul  lived, 
and  was  especially  dear  to  him. 

What  became  of  him  after  he  left 
Paul,  at  Rome,  wc  do  not  know,  oy 
whore  ho  spent  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  or  in  what  manner  he  died.  As 
it  is  thought  he  was  for  many  years  the 
bishop  of  the  church  at  Ephesns,  he 
may  nave  lived,  and  labored  there, 
until  ho  died. 

TIHA3— [Tl'-ras.] 

Tjbab  v/as  one  of  the  sons  of  Ja- 
pheth.  Ho  is  referred  to  in  the  gen- 
erations of  Noah  as  the  seventh  "son 
of  Japheth.  Gen.  x:  2.  From  Ti- 
ms, by  a  kind  of  general  consent,  it  is 
reckoned  the  Thracians  sprung.  This 
people,  wo  learn,  were  a  very  ignorant 
anil  idolatrous  people,  and  exceed- 
ingly barbarous.  They  were  divided 
into  various  tribes:  and  history  in- 
forms us  that  the  Greeks  conquered 


TIKHAKAS- [Tir-ha'-kah,]  in- 
quirer, law  made;  dull. 
TmnAKAii  was  tho  king  of  Cush, 
in  Arabia,  or  tho  Cush  in  Abysinia.j 
and  ho  is;  supposed  to  be  referred  to 
in  Isaiah,  xx:  4,  &c,  where  the  king 
of  Assyria  is  represented  as  leading 
"the  Egyptian  prisoners,  end  the 
Ethiopian  captives,  young  and  old, 
naked  and  barefoot,  even  with  their 
buttocks  uncovered,  to  the  shame  of 
Egypt,"  Hut  he  is  referred  to  by 
name  in  2d  Kings,  xlx :  9,  as  "  Tirha- 
kah,  king  of  Ethiopia,"  who  invaded 
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Sennacherib's  kingdom  at,  the  time  lie 
was  hditing  against  and  trying  to  sub- 
duo  Hczckiari  and  his  kingdom.  His 
object  was  to  afford  relief  to  Ileze- 
kiah  or  give  him  help  against  the 
Assyrians.  But  the  Ethiopians  and 
the  Egyptians  were  taken  prisoners, 
as  kg  learn  from  the  prophet  Isaiah. 
The  Jews  were  dispirited  and  terri- 
fied on  account  of  it,  hut  the  Lord 
interfered  and  slew  the  hosts  of  As- 
syria.   2d  Kings,  xis  :  35 ;  Isa.  xxxvii : 


TIKSHATHA— [Tir'-sha-tha,]  that 

overturns  tho  foundation;  ii>.  S-ifr- 
iac,  that  beholds  time. 
Tirshatha  was  a  name  given  to 
Kerrubbabel,  the  builder  of  the  sec- 
ond temple,,  and  also  to  Nehemiah, 
who  rebuilt  the  walls  of  tho  sacred 
city.  Ezra,  ii:C3.  "And  the  Tir- 
ah  at  ha  said  unto  them,  that  they 
[should  not  cat  of  the  most  holy  things 
till  them  stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim 
and  Thummim,  See  also  Neh.  x;  1, 
"And  those  that  sealed  were  Nohc- 
miah.the  Tirshatha,  &o."  From  both 
these  quotations  we  may  learn  that 


unto  them,  or  the  position  they  occu- 
pied as  governors  or  overseers  of  the 
important  work  in  "which  they  were 
engaged.  They  wore  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Persian  king  to  carry 
his  orders  to  Jerusalem,  and  see  that 
they  were  executed,  hence  they  are 
both  eal  ed  the  Tirahatha, 

ILRZAII— [Tir'zah,]  benevolent, 
pleasant. 
TmsAH  was  one  of  the  five  daugh- 
ters of  Zelophohad,  who  secured  an 
additional  Jaw  to  the  civil  code  of  the 
Jews;  a  special  enactment  by  which 
they  were  given  an  inheritance,  and 
;:  ■■  liciv'o;:  i>,  V,'t:CC.  mi!  al.hiv.ed  U>  tnnn.'y 

out  of  their  own  tribe,  but  were  fur- 
nished with  husbands  from  their  fa- 
ther's brother's  son.     [See  Hc-glah.] 

TITUS— [Ti'-tus,]  honorable. 

Titus  was  an  evangelist,  eminent 
for  his  life  and  labors.  He  was  a 
Gentile- by  birth,  and  though  Timothy 
whose  mother  was  a  Jewess,  a ud  his 
father  a  Greek,  was  circumcised  by 
.Paul,  yet  Titus  was  never  circumcised. 
Gal.  11 :  3.  '  "But  neither  Titus  who 


was  with  me  being  a  Greek  was  com- 
pelled to  be  circumcised."  He  be- 
came the  attendant  and  assistant  of 
the  apostle  Paul,  and  he  honors  him 
with  the  appellation  of  "  partner  and 
fellow-helper"  in  2d  Cor.  viii:  23. 
He  was  a  well-tried,  and  faithful 
helper  of  the  apostle,  one.  to  whom  he 
could  confide  tho  interests  of  the 
church.  He  therefore  sent  him  to 
Corinth,  giving  bim  Lhe  strongest  pos- 
sible recommendations.  The  church 
received  him  cordially,  and  ho  labored 
acceptably  and  enicicntly  there,,  and 
returned  to  Macedonia  to  report  his 
labors,  and  give  Paul  an  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  Corinthian 
church.  The  apostle  was  glad  to 
receive  Titus  and  especially  comforted 
to  hear,  the  good  report  ho  made.  2d 
Cor.  vii :  C  "  Nevertheless  God  com- 
forted us  by  the  coming  of  Titus." 
Paul  tells  them  how  glad  he  was  that 
they  had  been  so  kind.  The  church. 
in  Corinth  had  blessed  Titus,  and 
Titus  had  been  a  blessing  to  them. 
They  had  fully  met  his  expectations 
and  the  expectations  of  Titus,  for  he 
had  found  thorn  us  a  church  jwssoss - 
ing-  all  the  excellencies  that  Paul  had 
told  him  they  possessed. 

The  apostle  commended  Titus  for 
his  faithful  labors  and  earnest  care 
for  them  aud  desired  his  return  to 
them.  2d  Cor.  viii :  6, 16.  And  it  is 
quite  likely  that  Titus  and  Luke  were 
the  bearers  of  Paul's  2d  Epistle.  We 
learn  from  Titus,  i :  5,  that  Paul  left 
him  in  Crete  to  settle  the  affairs  of 
that  church,  and  ordain  elders  in 
various  cities,  and  as  a  guide  for  him 
in  his  important  work,  he  set  forth 
the  qualifications  for  the  ministry  and 
gave  him  directions  for  life  and  doc- 
trine. Paul  wrote  the  epistle  to  Titus 
and  sent  it,  claiming  him  as  his  "  own. 
sou  in  the  Gospel."  Titus,  i;  4..  But 
the  apostle  sent  after  him  to  come  and 
see  him  at  Kicapolis,  when  he  should 
scud  Tychicus.and  Artcmus  to  supply 
his  place  awhile,  and  he  bade  him 
bring  Zenas  the  lawyer,  and  Apoilos 
with  him.  Titus,  iii:  12, .13.  In  2d 
Tim.  iv :  10,  wc  learn  that  Paul  sent 
Titus  to  Dalmatia,  and  it  is  quite 
likely  that  he  afterwards  returned  to- 
Crete  and  labored  there  for  several 
years.  How  long  he  labored,  or  where, 
after  this,  wo  do  not  know,  or  where 
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jali,]  my  good  Got 
Ho  was  one  of  the   Levites  sent  by 
Jchoshaphat    through  the    cities  of 
Jrtdali  to  teach  tho  people  the  law  of 
the  Lord.    2d  Chron.  xvii:  8. 

TOBIAH— [To-bi'-atJ  the   Lord  is 

T  OBI  AH,  the  Ammonite,  opposed 
the  Jew:-  very  «tTi;mnoi^ny  hi  :';  "n-  '■!'■ 
fort;?  to  rebuild  the  temple  and  the 
walls  of  the  city,  lie  war;  associated 
Willi  Sii  n  brill  at,  (.lie  Horonitc.  Ho  is 
called  in  Nch.  ii :  10,  "  the  servant, 
the  Ammonite."  He  seems  to  have 
been  a  joint  governor  with  Sauballat, 


ih( 


their  completing  the  wall.  .. 
a  specimen  of  his  mocking  in  Neh.  iv : 
°:  "  Wow  Tobiah.  the  Ammonite  was 
y  him,  and  he  said :  Even  that  which 
leybnild,  if  a  fox  go  up,  ho  shall 
even  break  down  their  stono  wall.'1 
In  Neh.  vi :  1-12,  wo  have  an  account 
of  mi  effort  that  he  made  with  Sau- 
ballat and  Geshom  to  secure  a  confer- 
ence with  Nchemiah.  Failing  in  this, 
they  united  in  charring  him  with  re- 
!:d::>igasiimst  the  Persian  king,  and 
seeking  to  bo  made  king  himself. 
They  then  lay  a  snare  by  hiring  a 
false  prophet,  to  put  JNehemiali  in 
fear,  but  thoyfail  again.  Tobiah  then 
opens  a  secret  correspondence  with 
the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  they  in  a 
treasonable  manner  carried  on  the 
correspondence.  The  Tirehatha  dis- 
covers it  and  stops  it.     Neh.  vi. 

TOBIJAH— [To-bi'-jah.] 

Tobijah  was  one  of  those  of  the 
captivity,  who  were  with  Zorabbabel 
after  the  second  temple  was  built. 
There  is  an  especial  reference  made  (o 
him  in  Zceh.  vi:  10-14.  "  Take  of 
them  of  the  captivity,  even  of  Hcldai, 
of  Tobijab,  and  of  J  edaiah,  which  are 
come  from  Babylon  ;  and  come  thou 
the  same  day,  and  go  into  the  house 
of  Josiah,  the  son  of  Zepbaniah." 
The  prophet  was  ordered  to  take  sil- 
ver and  gold,  and  make  crowns  and 
set  them  upon  the  head  of  the  high 
nriest,  and  upon  the  heads  of  Tobi- 
jah,  Melem,  Jedaiah  and  Hen.  Thus 
was  the  glory  of  the  Jewish  priest- 
hood hinted  at,  and  the  still  greater 


TOGARMAH—  [To-gar'-mah,]  wMah 

is  all  bono,  strong. 

Was  the  son  of  Gomcr  and  the 
grandson  of  Japheth.  Mo  is  referred 
to  in  the  genealogy  of  the  sons  of  Noah. 
Gen.  x :  3.  There  is  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  who  his  c" 

but  it  is  quite  likely  that  t___„  _ 
forred  to  in  Ezek.  xxvii:  14:  "They 
of  the  house  of  Togarmah  traded  in 
thy  fairs,  with  horses,  and  horsemen, 
and  mules."  If  the  allusion  is  to  To- 
garmah, tiro  son  of  Gomcr,  then  his 
posterity  traded  with  the  Tyrians. 
From  Ezek.  xxxviii ;  0,  we  learn  that 
the  posterity  of  Gomer  and  Togarmah 
will  assist  Gog  and  Magog  against  the 
Hebrews. 

TOI-~[To'-i,3  who  wanders. 

Tot  was  the  king  of  Hatnath,  in 
Syria.  We  have  an  account  of  liim  in 
2d  Sam.  viii :  9-1 1 .  He  was  tho  friend 
of  King  David  ;  and  when  David  gained 
victories  over  Hadadezer,  the  king 
of  Zobah,  Toi  sent  congratulations  to 
him,  He  did  not  send  his  salutations 
by  Home  unimportant  person,  but  he 
sent  them  by  his  own  son  Joram.  The 
samo  is  related  in  1st  Chron.  xviii :  9, 
10.  It  seems  that  the  king  of  Zobah 
had  warred  with  him  and  conquered 
him,  and  when  lie  found  that  David 
had  gained  a  victory  over  him  be  was 
exceedingly  gratihed,  and  not  only  con- 
gratulated him  but  made  him  rich 
presents.  It  is  said  "  Joram  brought 
with  him  vessels  of  silver,  and  vessels 
of  gold,  and  vessels  of  brass,"  which 
David  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  as  he  did 
tho  silver  and  gold  that  he  took  from 
various  nations  that  be  subdued. 

TOLA,  1.— [To-'lah;]    icorm,   scarlet. 

Tola  was  the  eldest  son  of  Issachar, 
one  of  the  sons  of  Jacob.  Gen.  xlvi : 
13.  From  Num.  xxvi:  23,  we  learn 
he  was  tho  father  of  tho  Tolaites.  The 
whole  posterity  of  Issachar  amounted 
to  sixty-four  thousand  three  hundred, 
and  as  there  were  but  three  other  fam- 
ilies named,  the  Punites,  the  Jasli- 
ubires  and  Shimronites,  it  is  likely  the 
family  of  Tola  was  larger. 
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TOLA,  2.—  Worm,  ttcarU. 

Tola  was  one  of  the  judges  of  Israel. 
He  was  the  tenth  one  that  occupied 
this  important  position  and  succeeded 
Abimelech.  Tola  was  the  sonof  Puah, 
and  the  grandson  of  Dodo  and  lie  be- 
longed to  the  tribe  of  Issaehar.  We 
have  all  that  wo  can  learn  about  him, 
in  Judges,  x;  1-2.  It  seems  from 
the  history  of  Israel  as  given  in  the 
book  of  Judges,  that  the  various  per- 
sons who  served  them  in  this  capacity, 
were  either  before  ol*  after  they  became 
judges,  deliverers  of  Israel.  T  h  c  y 
avenged  them  of  (heir  adversaries.  It 
is  said  in  Judges,  ii:  10:  "The  Lord 
raised  up  judges,  which  delivered  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  them  that  spoiled 
them." 

It,  is  quite  likely  that  Tola  performed 
signal  deliverances  for  Israel,  though 
they  arc  not  narrated.  They  had  just 
passed  through  the  strong  and  wicked 
reign  of  Abimelech.  Ho  restored  peace 
and  harmony  in  the  land,  and  had 
prosperity  during  the  twenty- three 
years  of  his  reign,  and  when  his  suc- 
cessor, who  was  Jaii1,  the  Gilcaditc, 
came  to  lie  judge,  the  land  was  in  peace 
and  continued  so  the  twenty-two  years 
that  ho  was  judge. 

The  only  thing  further  related  of 
Tola,  is,  that  ho  lived  in  Shamir,  in 
Mount  Ephraim,  and  that  lie  died  and 
■■.;!■;  l.iui'ied  there. 

TRYPHENA  -  [  Tri-fe'-nah,]  ddi- 

Tetphena  was  one  of  two  holy 

women  mentioned  in  Bom.  xvi:  12. 
saluted  by  the  apostlo :  "  Salute  Try- 
phena  and  Tryphosa,  who  labor  in  the 
Lord."  She  was  an  assistant,  to  the 
apostlo  in  his  great  work.  "VVe  may 
suppose  she  visited  the  sick,  relieved 
the  distressed,  exhorted  the  feeble- 
minded, and  strengthened  the  weak, 
She  may  have  been,  with  the  other 
holy  women  wbo  are  saluted  as  la- 
borers in  the  Lord,  a,  prophetess,  and 
accustomed  to  pray  and  preach',  for 
women  did  prr>y  and  prophecy,  "  li; 
ing  their  heads  covered." 

TRYPIIOS A  —  [Tri-fo'-sah,]  thrice 
shining. 
Teyphosa  is  associated  with  Try- 
phena  as  a  co -laborer  in  the  Lord  with 
the  apostle,  Rom.  xvi :  12.  The  two 
women  occupied  the  same  positi 


TROPHDrUS— [Trofi-n 


s,[  well 


Trophimus,  with  Tychicus,  was  a 
native  of  Asia,  and  with  Sopatcr, 
Ai'istarchus  and  Secundus,  and  Grains 
and  Timothy,  accompanied  Paul 
when  lie  would  go  into  Macedonia, 
Acts,  sx;  4.  And  when  Paul  went 
to  Jerusalem  to  report  his  labors  and 
successes  to  the  apostles  that  were 
there,  Trophimus  was  with  him. 
Acts,  xxi :  29.  Ho  seems  to  have 
traveling  companion  of  Paul, 

.  ..._ao  time,  and  had  been  con- 
vened through  his  instrumentality. 
From  2d  Timothy,  iv:  20,  we  learn 
'"  .t  he  was  taken  sick  while  they 
■e  traveling  together  and  the  apos- 
lel.l  hiin  ;nnille  at  Miletus. 


TUBAL— [Tu'balJ  the 


irth.  c 


TuiiAL  was  the  fifth  son  of  Ja- 
pheth.  Gea.  s.:  2.  We  know  but 
little,  certainly,  about  him,  for  there 
is  little  said.  Ho  was,  it  is  likely,  the 
progenitor  of  a  large  tribe  or  tribes. 
And  it  is  thought  lay  some,  that  his 
descendants  were  associated  with 
those  of  Meshech,  his  brother,  as 
they  seem  to  bo  reckoned  together, 
for  the  phrase  Meshech -Tubal  is  com- 
mon in  the  scripture.  See  Ezefciel. 
sssii:  26;  xxxyiii:  2-3;  sxsis:  1. 
From  these  passages,  we  may  suppose 
that  the  posterity  of  Tubal,  witfi  the 
posterity  of  his  brother,  are  referred 
to  and  will  act  an  import  a  n  t  part 
against  the  people  of  God  about  the 
beginning  of  the  inilleDJum. 

TTJEAL-OAI N— [Tu'bal-ca'in  J 

vyirldbj  possexsifm,  jealous  of  eon- 

Tubal-catn  was  the  son  of  Lamcch 
by  his  wife  Zillah.  Gen.  iv :  22.  He 
was  the  first  worker  in  brass  and  iron. 
I-le  was  the  first  one  to  make  cooking 
utensils  and  agricultural  implements, 


ula 
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And  he  was  the  first,  one  to  make  ir_ 

piemen ts  of  war  out  of  brass  and  iron. 

It  is  thought  that  the  Romans  took 

their  smith-god  or  vulean  from  Tubal- 

'■•      And  it  is  thought  to  be  quite 

'  le — because  of  the  imp-ori  <:■:' 

!,  the  occupation  of  the  per' 
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son,  and  the  circumstances  recorded 
regarding  the  Unman  vnlcan,  viz:  lie 
had  to  wife  Ycnus.  which  signifies 
beauty,  and  may  answer  to  Naamah. 
the  sister  of  Tubal -ctiin,  which  signi- 
fies beautiful. 

TTOHICUS— [Tik'-i-kue,]  casual, 

happening. 
Ti'CUlCUS  was  one  of  the  primitive 
disciples,  and,  indeed,  a  noted  evangel- 
ist, and  companion  of  Paul.  lie,  with 
several  others,  attended  Pawl  when  he 
went  into  Asia  —  Acts,  xx :  4 —  and 
probably  went  with  him  to  Jerusalem. 
Paul  sent  him  to  Ephesus  with  the 
epistle  he  wrote  to  the  Ephesiana. 
Eph.  vi:  21:  "But  that  ye  also  may 
know  my  affairs,  and  how  I  do,  Tychi- 
cus,  a  beloved  brother  and  faithful 
minister  in  the  Lord,  shall  make  known 
to  you  all  things:  whom  I  have  sent 
unto  you,"  &c.  And  when  Paul  wrote 
to  Timothy  the  second  Epistle,  he  in- 
formed him  that  hi!  had  satit  Tychieus 
to  Ephesus.  2d  Tim.  iv:  12.  Paul 
also  sent  him  to  Colosse,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  the  church  as  a  faithful 
minister,  and  he  sent  the  epistle  to  the 
church  by  him.  Col.  iv:  7.  And  he 
also  sent  him,  in  company  with  Arte- 
mus,  to  Crete,  to  fill  the  p!aoa  of  Thus 
while  fie  should  come  to  Xieo;>uns  to 
feco  him.  Sonic  tbink  that  Paul  ap- 
pointed him  as  the  successor  of  Titus 
to  the  church  of  Crete.     Titus,  iii :  12. 

TY 11  ANNUS  —  [Ty-ran'-nus,]  a 
prince,  one  that  reigns.  _ 
Is  rdbiYui'.  to  in  Acts,  xix.  .,  . 
teacher  at  Ephesus,  in  whose  school 
Paul  preached.  The  apostle  Becms  to 
have  been  permitted  by  Tyrannus  to 
teach  there  daily  for  a  long  time ;  and 
the  apostle's  teaching  was  greatly 
blessed,  for  Jews  and  Greeks  had  an 
opportunity  of  bearing  there  the  word 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  witnessing  the 
astonishing  miracles  that  God  wrought 
by  the  hand  of  Bsml. 

UOAL — [Yew'-cal,]   power,  pi-eva- 
leney. 
Ucal   is   a   person   referred    to    in 
Prov.  xxx ;  1,     Ho  is  mentioned  by 

tho  prophet  Aeur  m  connection  with 
Ithicl,  and  the  words  of  that  prophet 
lire  addressed  to  them,  ''the  prophecy 
tlu:  man  soahe  unto  li.hiel,  even  unto 
lUiiel  and  Ucal." 


UKI-[U'-ri,]  my  light  or, fire. 

Uri  was  the  won  ol  Hur  and  the 
father  of  the  famous  Bezaleel,  who 
was  appointed  to  construct  the  taber- 
nacle, being  "filled  with  the  spirit  of 
Grodtio  wisdom  and  in  understanding, 
and  in  knowledge,  and  in  all  maimer 
of  workmanship,"  etc.  Ex.  xxxi:  2. 
Uri  was  of  the  tribe  of  J  ndali  and  of 
the  family  of  Pharez,  who  was  in  the 
line  of  the  Messiah. 

URIAH— [U-ri'-ah,]  the   Lord  is  my 

light  or  fire. 
Uriah  was  a  Hittite,  and  the  hus- 
band of  Bathsheba,  wlio  afterwards  he- 
camc  David's  wife,  and  the  mother  of  . 
Solomon,  David's  successor.    He  was 

of  the  worthies  of  the  king  of 

el,  an  officer  in  his  army,  and  was 

under  Joab,  when  ho  fought  with  Am- 
nion, and  besieged  the  city  of  Kabbah. 
While  the  contest  was  going  on  between 
Joab  and  the  enemies  of  Israel,  David 
gave  way  to  temptation,  and  committed 
the  mosl  wicked  act  of  his  life.  And 
those  sins  against  God  were  the  occa- 
sion of  the  severest  sorrow  of  bis  life. 
When  he  sent  for  Uriah  to  come  to  him 
from  the  army,  his  object  was  to  screen 
the  honor  of  Ihtthsheki  and  conceal  his 
own  crime.  When  ho  found  he  could 
not  succeed,  as  he  had  hoped  he  would, 
lie  conceived  murder  in  bis  heart,  and 
wrote  a  letter  to  Joab.  sending  it  by  the 
hand  of  Uriah.  That  letter  was  virtu- 
ally Uriah's  death-warrant,  and  lie- bore 
it  m  his  own  hands  to  the  commanding 
general:  "Set  ye  Uriah  in  the  front  of 
the  hottest  battle,  and  retire  ye  from 
him  that  he  maybe  smitten  and  die." 
Joab  accordingly  did  so,  assigning 
Uriah  a  place  where  he  knew  he  would 
be  in  immediate  danger,  and  it  was  not 
long  until  he  was  slain. 

Joab  thus  sacrificed  Uriah  at  the 
command  of  the  king,  hut  with  him  ho 
sacrificed  "  some  of  the  people  of  the 
servants  of  David."  When  the  official 
report  was  made  by  Joab  to  David,  and 
be  was  about  to  complain,  theytoldhim 
Uriah  the  Hittite,  was  dead  also,  and 
this  pleased  the  king 

When  the  news  reached  Bcl.hsheba 
that  her  husband  was  slain,  sho 
mourned  for  him  probably  as>  was  the 
custom,  seven  days,  but  David  honored 
her  by  takitiK  her  a.;,  hi*  wife.  Uriah 
was  certainly  a  brave,  faithful,  and  an 
innocent,  and  incorruptible  man.  He  re- 
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fused  while  in  the  city  to  go  home  to  his 
ownhouse,  andgave  as  his  reason,  '  'The 
ark  of  Israel  and  Judah  abide  intents: 
and  my  lord  Joab  and  thp  servants  ot 
my  Lord,  are  encamped  in  the  open 
fields,  &a."  He  determined  that  he 
would  sacrifice  ease  and  pleasure.  "I 
will  not  indulge  myself  while  all  my  fel- 
low soldiers  are  enduring  the  hardships 
and  fatigues  of  camp  life,  and  the 
dangers  of  war ;  and  even  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  is  exposed.     2d  Sam,  si. 

The  murder  of  "Uriah  was  charged 
upon  David  by  Nathan  the  prophet. 
lid  Satn.  xii :  3. 

urias. 

"  Ubias,  or  UsiJAn  was  a  true  and 
faithful  prophet,  who  warned  the 
Jews  of  their  approaching  ruin,  and 
affectionately  admonished  them  to  re- 
pent of  their  evil  ways  and  turn  to 
God.  We  have  an  account  of  him  in 
Jer.  xxvi :  20-23,  from  which'  we  learn 
that  he  was  the  son  of  Shema.iah,  of 
Kirjath-jearim..  Jehoiakim  was  angry 
with  him  on  account  of  his  prophe- 
cies, and  determined  to  put  him  to 
death.  Urias  heard  of  His  purpose, 
and  fled  for  his  life  into  Egypt.  The 
enraged  king  sent  Elnathan  and  cer- 
tain men  into  Egypt  after  him.  The.y 
found  him  and  brought  him  to  Jchoi- 
akim,  who  slew  him  with  the  sword, 
and  cast  his  dead  body  iuto  the  graves 
of  the  common  people — would  not 
even  allow  him  a  prophet's  burial. 

UEIJAH— [TT-ri'-jah.] 

Urijai-i,  or  Uria.  Wo  have  an 
account  of  this  person  in  2d  Kings 
xvi:  10-16'j  from  which  we  learn  that 
he  was  an  idolatrous  priest,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  of  Ahaz,  he 
mado  an  idolatrous  altar  like  the  one 
that  Ahaz  saw  at  Damascus,  when  he 
went  to  meet  the  king  of  Assyria,  and 
thanked  himfor  his  conquest  of  hi3  en- 
emies. In  complying  with  the  request 
of  the  king,  Urijan  committed  sin 
against  God,  but  especially  did  he 
commit  sin  in  offering  sacrifices  on 
this  altar  instead  of  on  the  altar  of 
his  God. 

UZ,  1 — Counsel;  in  Syria;;,  fo  fix. 

Uz  was  the  elder  son  of  Aram,  one 
of  the  sons   of  Shem.      There  are 

throe  other  son*  mentioned  in  Gen.  x  : 
23,  viz.,  Iiul.Ccihiir,  and  ^h.    The 


descendants  of  Uz  are  supposed  to 
have  peopled  Syria,  and  were  the 
founders  of  the  city  of  Damascus. 
The  descendants  of  Aram,  the  father 
of  Uz  were  called  Aranieans',  and 
afterward  Syrians. 

UZ,  2— Counsel;  in  Syriac,  to  fix. 

Was  the  son  of  Dishan  a  Hosite, 
and  is  referred  to  in  Gen.  xxxvi ;  28, 
with  Aran  his  brother. 

UZAL—  [U'zalJ 

Uzal  was  the  6th  sou  of  Joktan. 
lie  witli  his  brothers  it  seems,  from 
Gen.  x  :  30.  had  dwellings  from  "  Me- 
sha  unto    Sephar,  a    mount  of  the 

UZZAH—  [Uz'-zah,]  strength,  a  goat. 

Uzzah,  with  his  brother  AMr,  waa 
the  son  of  Ahinadah,  in  whose  house 
the  ark  of  God  was  kept  for  a  long  time 
by  the  order  of  king  David.  We  have 
an  account  in  2d  Samuel,  vi :  of  David 
going  to  Kirjath-jearim,  with  thirty 
thousand  chosen  men,  to  brine?  this  ark 
up  to  Jerusalem.  It  had  been  in  the 
house  of  Ahinadah,  and  they  took  it 
out,  and  set  it  upon  a  new  cart,  anil 
Uzzah  and  Ahio  drove  the  cart.  And 
when  they  came  to  a  certain  threshim'- 
floorin  the  way,  Uzzah  put  fortli  his 
hand  to  steady  the  ark,  thereby  viola- 
ting a  law  that  God  gave  to  the  Levites, 
by  which  they  were  forbidden,  on  pain 
of  death,  to  touch  it.  Tor  this  offense 
of  TJzeah,  the  Lord  suddenly  slew  him. 
He  fell  down  dead  by  the  ark.  It  may 
be  that  he  committed  some  other  sin, 
but  if  he  did  we  are  not,  informed  of  it. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  garden  in 
which  king  Anion  was  buried,  was 
property  that  had  belonged  to  this 
Uzzah  during  his  life  time.     2d  Kings, 


UZZIAH— LUz-srr'-ali,]   the  strength 
of  the.  Lord. 
Uzziah  was  a  lung  of  Judah,  called 
klso  Azariah.     2d  Kings,  xv.      [See 
Azariah.] 
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UZZIEL,  1— [Uz-zi'-el,]  the  strength 
of  God. 
UZZIEL  was  one  of  the  four  sods  of 
Kohath,  and  is  referred  to  in  the  gen- 
ealogy of  tho  children  of  Levi.  Ex. 
vi:  18.  His  three  sons  are  .referred 
to  in  verse  twenty-two,  Mishacl,  Ek;t- 

£hau  and  Zithri.  Wo  learn  from 
iev.  x :  4,  that  Uzziel  was  tho  uncle  of 
Aaron,  and  his  two  sons  Mishael  and 
Elzaphan  were  commanded  to  carry 
Nadab  and  Abilm  out  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, where  they  had  died  for  offer- 
ing s(rangu  live  unto  (he  Lord.  Num. 
iii:  19;  1st  Chron.  vi :  2,18. 

UZZIEL,  2—  The  strength  of  God. 

I'JzziiiLivaa  the  son  of  Bela.  lie 
with  his  brothers  is  reckoned  a  mighty 
man,  or  a  man  of  valor.  This  Uzziel 
was  of  tho  tribe  of  Benjamin.  See 
1st  Chron.  v.ii :  7. 

UZZIEL,  3— The  strength  of  God. 

Uzziel  was  one  of  tho  sons  of  He- 
man,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
officers  of  the  temple,  or  rather 
among  the  singers  and  players  of  in- 
strumental music.  1st  Chron.  xxv :  4. 
and  tho  same_  person  is  referred  to  in 


Jew's  enemy.  Est.  is  :  i).  He  with 
his  brothers,  at  the  request  of  Queen 
Esther,  was  hanged.  They  were  all 
executed,  aud  their  bodies  exposed  as 
Hainan's  had  been,  that  those  who 
sought  tho  destruction  of  the  Jews 
might  be  uiled  with  terror. 

VASHNI— [Tash'-ni,]  the  second. 

Was  one  of  tho  suns  of  the  prophet. 
Samuel.  1st  Chron.  vi :  28.  He  is 
called  Joel  in  verso  33,  as  also  in  1st 
Sam.  viii :  2.     Ho  was  the  first-bora 

oi'  Samuel,  and  an  associate  judge. 
[See  Joel.l 

VASHTI— [Vash'ti,]  that  drinks, 
thread. 
VAsrm  was  the  queen  of  Ahasu- 
erus.  We  have  an  account  of  her  in 
Esther,  i :  from  which  wo  learn  that 
the  king,  her  husband,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  reign,  made  a  splendid 
feast  to  all  his  princes  and  nobles, 
during  which  he  showed  the  riches 
and  glories  of  his  kingdom,  and  ex- 


alted himself  among  his  people  for 
one  hundred  and  eighty  days.  Hav- 
ing made  this  feast  to  his  princes,  he 
followed  it  with  a  feast  to  all  the  peo- 
ple that  were  in  the  city  of  Shushan, 
his  capital,  and  their  feast  lasted 
seven  days,  during  which  time  he  ex- 
hibited the  grandeur  and  glory  of  his 
kingdom  to  the  people,  aud  permitted 
them  to  drink  the  royal  wine,  from 
the  royal  vessels,  all  of  them  who 
were  disposed  to  drink.  And  those 
that  were  not  disposed  to  drink  were 
permitted  to  use  their  pleasure.  And 
while  Ahasuems  was  thus  making  a 
feast  to  the  men,  Vashti  made  a  feast 
to  the  women,  for  the  men  and  womeu 
did  not  mix  together  in  feasts  in  the 
east.  About  the  close  of  the  seven 
days  feast  that  the  king  made  to  tho 
men,  and  the  feast  tliaS  the  queen 
made  to  the  women,  he  gave  an  order 
to  his  seven  chamberlains  to  bring 
"Vashti  before  him  with  the  crown 
royal  upon  her  head,  and  show  her 
beauty  to  tho  assembled  multitude  of 
men.  This  was  to  bo  the  closing  up 
of  the  king's  great  display.  But 
Vashti  thought  it  improper  for  her  to 
be  brought  out  thus  and  displayed. 
Her  prudence  and  modesty  was 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  being  exhibi- 
ted before  a  crowd  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  revelry  and  baohanalian 
sports  so  long.  She  knew  they  were 
intoxicated  with  the  display  that-  had 
been  made,  and  many  of  them  were 
drunken,  for  they  had  drank  freely  of 
royal  wine,  day  after  day,  aud  she  re- 
fused to  go  at  the  king  s  command. 
She  showed  a  very  large  degree  of 
courage  in  ie,-;.-,i.ing  the  royal  mandate, 
as  well  as  commendable  modesty.  She 
must  have  known  that  she  was  running 
the  risk  of  being  deposed  if  not  of  los- 
ing her  life.  But  she  determined  that 
she  would  rather  give  up  the  crown 
and  her  position  as  queen,  than  to  be 


and  : 


The 


must  have  had  but  littlo  affection  for 
her,  for  upon  receiving  her  answer  he 
turned  to  his  wise  men,  as  they  were 
called,  and  asked  what  their  advice 
was  as  to  what  he  should  do  unto 
Vashti.  One  of  them,  answering  for 
the  rest,  said,  "Let  there  go  a  royal 
comriiauduient  from  the  king,  and  let 
it  be  written  among  the  lawrt  of  the 
Persians  and  Modes,  that  Vashti  come 
no  more  before  the  king  / " 
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and  let  the  king  give  her  royal  eslate 
to  another  that  is  better  than  she/' 
And  Meiuucan,  who  gave  this  advice, 
gave  as  a  reason  for  it,  that  Vafhti  had 
not  only  done  wrong  to  the  king  but  to 
all  the  princes  and  people  throughout 
the  province  ;  for  her  deed  was  known 
or  would  he  known  to  all  tho  women, 
and  they  would  despise  their  husbands 
and  refuse  to  obey  them,  and  givo  as  a 
reason  for  it  that  tho  queen  refused  to 
obey  tho  king.  Tin:  kins  hearkened  to 
his  wise  men  and  reduced  Vashti  to 
the  position  of  a  vassal,  and  after  a 
time  Esther  was  selected  in  her  stead. 
Esther,  ii :  17.  [See  Ahasuerus,  Es- 
ther, &o.] 


He  was  of  tho  tribe  of  Naphtali, 
and  tho  father  of  Nahhi,  who  was  se- 
lected by  Moses  aa  one  of  the  spies 
of  the  land  of  Cauaau.    Num.  xiii 

ZAAVAN— [Za'-a-van.] 
Was  lire  Hon  of  Esci'j  and  the 
grand-son  of  Seir,  the  Honte.  Gen. 
xxxvii  27. 

ZABAD,  1— Za'-bad,]  a  dowry. 

A  son  of  Nathan,  born  of  the  (laugh- 
ter of  Slioshan.  He  occupies  the  po- 
sition of  a  mighty  man  of  David,  and 

yet  there  is  no  record  (if  great  d 
performed  by  him.     1st  Chron.  xi 


ZABAD,  3—^1  dowry. 

A  son  of  Shinieath,  an  Ammonitess, 
one  of  the  assassins  of  king  Joaah. 
2d  Chron.  xxiv :  20. 

ZABAD,  4— A  dowry. 

A  man  of  Israel,  of  the  sons  of 
Zattu,  who  put  awayhis  strange  wife 
at.  tho  command  of  Ezra.    Ez.  x:  27. 

ZABAD,  5— .4  dowry. 

One  of  the  descendants  of  Hashum, 
who  liad  married  a  foreign  wife.  Ez. 
x:33. 

ZABAD,  6— A  dowry. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Nebo,  whose 
name  is  mentioned  under  the  same 


ZABDI,  1 — [ZaV-di,]  portion,  dowry. 
Was  the  father  of  Uarmi,  and  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Joshua  vii :  1,  &c,  iu  the 

trespass  of  the  Israelites  in  the  matter 
of  Achan,  the  son  of  Carmi.  In  1st 
Chron.  ii:  C,  Zabdi  is  called  Zunri. 
Judah  had  two  sons  by  Tamar,  viz  : 
Pharcz  and  Sevan,  mid  J-jiL  Uli  v&,  the 
son  of  Zcruh. 

V,.\  \':\)\,  2—  fori  ion.  dowry. 

Tho  Shiphmite,  was  placed  by  king 
David  over  the  wine  collars.  1st 
Chron.  xxvii :  27. 

ZABUD— [Za'-bud.] 

Zabcd  was  tho  <:on  of  Nathan  and 
occupied  the  position,  it  is  supposed, 
for  li.'.n;;'  Ija'omon,  of  prime  minister. 
It  is  said  in  1st  Kings,  iv  :  5,  he  "  was 
principal  officer  and  the  king1:: 
friend." 

ZACCtJE,  I. 

ZAcauit  wns  of  the  tribe  of  Reu- 
ben, and  the  father  of  Shammua,  who 

was  selected  as  a  spy  from  that  tribe. 
Num.  xiii :  3. 

SACCUR,  3. 

Zacccb,  was  one  of  the  sons  of 
Asaph,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
officers  and  singers  that  David  separ- 
ated for  tho  sanctuary  service.  lie, 
with  his  brothers,  was  probably  a 
teacher  of  others.  1st  Chron.  sxv: 
2,  "which  prophesied  according  to  the 
order  of  the  kin£," 

ZACCHEU8—  [Zak'-ko-us,]  pure, 


ZACCHjnrs  was  a  chief  publican  who 
desired  to  sec  Christ,  having  heard  of 
him  as  a  noted  man.  Whether  Zae- 
eheua  was  a  Jew  or  Gentile  is  not  quite 
certain.  We  have  our  account  of  him 
in  Luke,  sis :  1-10,  from  which  we 
learn  that  Jesus  was  passing  from 
where  bo  had  been  to  Jerusalem,  and 
in  making  the  .journey  through  Jericho 
this  chief  publican  heard  of  him  and 
was  anxious  to  see  him.  Ho  probably 
made  unsuccessful  efforts  in  the  city  on 
account  of  the  crowd  that  gathered 
around  Jesus — ho  being  a  man  low  of 
stature.  He  therefore  passed  on  be- 
fore the  crowd  and  climbed  up  into  a 
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)  by  the  roadside,  where 
ho  could  Lave  a  fair  view  of  tho  distin- 
guished stranger.  I'o  his  astonishment, 
when  Jesus  readied  a  point  in  tho  way 

dii'emiy  opposite  (ho  sycamore  tree  into 
which  be  had  climbed,  ho  stopped,  and 
looking  up,  said,  "Make  haste  and 
come  down,  for  to-day  I  must  abide  at 
thy  house."  He  bad  never  spoken  to 
Jeans,  or  had  a  sight  of  hit",  before, 
and  yet  Jesus  called  him  by  name,  and 
proposed  thus  to  lax  bis  hospitality  by 
staying  awhile  at  his  house.  Without 
any  hesitancy  he  came  down  and  look 
Jesus  to  his  home.  Ho  was  glad  of 
tho  privilege  of  entertaining  o;>e  so 
noted,  and  whom  he  was  to  anxious  to 
become  acquainted  with.  "Ho  re- 
ceived him  joyfully. ' '  The  Jews  mur- 
mured that  ho  went  with  Zaccheus,  "a 
man  who  was  a  sinner;"  but  in  this 
was  fulfilled  his  own  declaration:  "I 
came  not  to  call  the  righteous  but  sia- 
lics'.-; to  repentance." 

The  substance,  even,  of  the  conver- 
sation that  Jesus  had  with  Zaccheus  is 
not  given. ;  hut  wo  may  safely  suppose 
that  he  talked  with  him  about  his  spir- 
itual and  eternal  interests-  As  a  great 
Teacher  ho  taught  him  spiritual  les- 
sons, for  the  publican  became  convinced 
of  sio,  and  said  to  Jesus,  "Behold, 
Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to 
the  poor,  and  if  I  have  taken  anything 
from  any  man  I  restore  him  four-fold." 
I  have  not  only  si  knowledge  of  sin,  and 
a  deep  senso  of  guilt  for  my  sins,  but  I 
am  willing,  so  far  as  it  is  in  my  power, 
to  niako  restitution  for  any  injury  I 
have  done.  Jesus  then  told  Zaccheus, 
in  substance,  tliat  his  repentance  and 
faith  were  genuine,  and  that  ho  was  ac- 
cepted ;  and  turning  to  his  disciples, 
he  said,  "Tin's  day  is  salvation  come 
to  this  house,  forasmuch  as  he  also  is  a 
son  of  Abraham." 

ZACHAEIA  H— [Zak-a-ri'-ak,] 
•memory  of  the  Lord. 

Zachariaii,  or  Zeohaeiah,  was 

the  son  of  the  second  Jeroboam,  and 
succeeded  his  father  to  the  throne  of 
Israel.  2d  Kings,  xiv :  21).  The  reign 
of  Zachariaii  was  short j  and  it  was  a 
wicked  reign,  for  it  is  said:  "And  he 
did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord,  as  his  fathers  had  done. 
He  departed  not  from,  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam,  the  son  of  Bcbat,  who 
made  Israel  to  sin."    Because  of  his 


wickedness  I'C  was,  wo  may  suppose, 
unpopular  with  the  people,  for  it  ia 
said  of  Shallum,  tho  son  of  Jabesh, 
that  ho  smote  Zachariaii  before  the 
people.  Many  of  them  were  engaged 
it  may  he,  in  tho  conspiracy,"  a  n  d 
hence  made  no  objection,  but  rather 
helped  him  to  murder  the  king;  aud 
then  theymade  Shalhim  king  in  the 
sicad  of  Zachariaii. 

It  is  supposed  that  when^  Jeroboam 
died  Zachariaii  was  hut  an  infant,  and 
hence  that  several  years  elapsed  from 
the  death  of  tho  father  until  the  son 
was  crowned  king.  Some  say  it  was 
twenty- three  years,  others  (and  the 
general  opinion  is)  that  it  was  only 
eleven  years.  But  (here  was  a  proph- 
ecy made  to  Jehu  that  his  sons  should 
sit  on  tho  throne  of  Israel  to  the 
fourth  generation.  2d  Kings,  x :  30, 
And  this  was  fulfilled.  Jchoaliaz,  Jo- 
ash,  Jeroboam,  and  Zachariaii  succeed 
Jehu,  The  same  thing  is  referred  to 
in  Hosea,  i ;  4 :  "I  will  avenge  tho 
blood  of  Jesrcel  upon  tho  house  of 
Jehu."  In  the  death  of  Za-chariah 
by  Shallum  we  see  the  prediction  ful- 
filled, and  the  house  of  Jehu  fails. 
Zachariah,  the  last  of  the  family  of 
Jehu,  fell  cruelly  murdered  among 
his  people. 

ZACHAKIAS— rZach-a-rr'-as.] 

ZaciIARIAS  was  a  priest  of  the  course 
of  Abia  and  the  father  of  John  tho 
Baptist.  Wo  may  learn  the  entire 
scripture  account  of  him  from  Luke,  i. 
"Ho  and  his  wife  Elisabeth  were  both 
righteous  before  G-od,  walking  in  all  the 
wiiniiia'.idmenU  and  ordinances  of  the 
Lord  blameless."  From  this  passage 
re  assured  i lint,  ihey  won;  eminently 
..  teem  Elisabeth  the  wife  o  f 
Zaeharias  had  no  children,  and  about 
fifteen  months  before  our  Savior  was 
born,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared 
unto  Zaeharias  near  tho  temple  altar, 
while  the  priest  was  burning  incense 
there.  It  was  the  angel  Gabriel,  and 
ho  assured  the  priest  that  his  wife  who 
had  so  long  been  barren,  should  have  a 
son,  and  that  his  name  should  be  called 
John,  and  further,  that  "the  child 
should  bo  great  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord,  and  should  diink  neither  wine  nor 
strong  drink."  He  was  informed  that 
this  child  should  be  tho  messenger  or 
forerunner  of  Messiah.  Zaeharias  re- 
fused fully  to  credit  the  message  of  the 
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Bagel,  and  for  that  refusal  the  angel 
told  him  ho  should  beetruck  dumb,  and 
remain  so  until  (lie  piTiliuOJii  roi;avdi;!i? 
the  birth  of  John  eliould  he  fulfilled; 
and  immediately  lie  became  dumb,  and 
as  lie  passed  out  of  the  templa  he  mode 
signs  to  the  people  who  were  worshiping 
in  the  court,  that  he  bad  seen  a  vision. 
When  Zacharias  had  served  his  time  at 
the  altar,  lie  went  home  and  probably 
informed  Elisabeth  of  the  vision  ho 
had  seen,  and  of  the  words  of  the  angel. 
Ho  continued  to  bo  without  the  power 
of  speech  until  the  child  was  born,  and 
even  then  ho  was  not  restored,  until  a 
controversy  was  sprung  between  Elisa- 
beth and  her  friends,  as  to  the  name  of 
the  child.  She  insisted  that  it  should 
he  named  John.  It  is  possible  that 
Zacharias  bad  in  some  way  told  her 
that  the  angel  that  appeared  nnto  him, 
had  said  his  name  should  ho  called 
Jobu.  The  friends  agreed  with  Elisa- 
beth to  submit  the  naming  of  the  child 
to  the  father.  They  accordingly  con- 
sulted him  with  signs,  and  be  wrote 
that  he  should  be  called  John.  And 
immediately  he  recovered  his  speech, 
end  broke  cut  hi  niit'urcais  "trr-ims  of 
praise  to  God  for  the  ground-work  of 
faith  that  he  now  had  for  the  speedy 
coming  of  Messiah  ;  and  as  ho  looked 
upon  the  babe  in  its  mothers  arms,  be 
prophesied  that  it  should  become  a 
mighty  teacher,  and  by  his  instructions 
should  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,  by 
preparing  the  nation  of  the  Jews  to 
receive  the  Messiah. 

ZADOK—  [Za'dok,]  just,  justified. 

Zadok  was  the  son  of  Abittib.  He 
was  a  priest  and  prophet,  or  seer.  2d 
Samuel,  xv :  24-in.  Zadok  and  Abia- 
tbar, who  escaped  from  the  city  of  the 
priests  when  Saul  slaughtered  them 
because  that  David  had  been  be- 
friended, were  a  sort  of  high  priests 
in  the  time  of  David's  reign.  But 
Zadok  seems  to  be  the  principal  one, 
for  David  consulted  him  mostly.  It 
may  he,  because  he  was  a  prophet  as 
veil  as  a  priest. 

When  David  fled  from  Jerusalem, 
on  account  of  the  rebellion  of  Absa- 
lom, Zadok  had  the  ark  borno  as  far 
as  the  brook  Kidron,  by  the  Levites. 
They  evidently  intended  to  tako  tbo 
ark  on  with  David,  but  the  king  asked 
Zadok  to  carry  tho  ark  back  again 
into  the  city.     He  was  unwilling  to 


borne  avrey  from 
Jerusalem.  He  accordingly,  in  com- 
pany with  Abiathar,  carried  the  ark 
back  again,  and  remained  with  them, 
that  they  might  gather  all  the  infor- 
mation regarding  tbo  rebellion  that 
they  could,  and  send  it  the  king  in 
the  wilderness.  He  had  a  son  whoso 
name  was  Ahimaaz,  and  Abiatbar  bad 
a  son  whose  name  was  Jonathan; 
they  also  returned  with  them  with  a 
view  of  being  couriers  between  Jeru- 
salem and  David's  retreat.  When 
Hushai,  the  Arcbitc,  David's  particu- 
lar friend,  met  him  with  his  clothes 
rent,  and  earth  upon  bis  head,  deeply 
affected  by  the  sad  calamity  of  the 
king,  David,  in  his  distress,  appreci- 
ated the  sympathy  and  kindness  of 
Hushai,  but  he  bade  him  return  to 
Jerusalem,  and  defeat  the  counsel  of 
Ahithophel,  referring  him  to  the  fact 
that  he  would  find  Zadok  and  Abia- 
thar, tho  priests  there,  in  whom  be 
might  confide,  for  they  would  be  ready 
to  render  him  any  assistance  they 
could  in  favoring  him,  and  the  two 

"  the  priests  would  convey  in- 
;c  to  him.     2d  Sam.  xvl:  and 

When  the  battle  was  over,  and 
jm  was  dead,  Zadok  and  Abia- 
tbar spako  unto  the  elders  of  Judah, 
that  they  should  bring  David  back  to 
Jerusalem  at  once,  and  they  united  in 
sending  for  David  to  return.  2d  Sam. 
sis:  11-15.  Zadok  continued  with 
David  till  the  end  of  his  reign,  and 
when  bis  successor  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed David'  said,  "  Call  mo  Zadok, 
the  priest,  and  Nathan,  the  prophet, 
and  Benaiah,  the  sou  of  Jchoki'la,  nm! 
they  came  before  the  king."  He  then 
bade  them  prepare  for  tho  coronation 
ceremonies.  "Cause  Solomon,  my 
son,  to  ride  upon  mine  own  mule, 
and  bring  him  down  to  G-ihon,  and  let 
Zadok  the  priest,  and  Nathan  the 
prophet,  anoint  him  king  over  Israel." 
They  did  as  they  were  commanded 
and  Zadok  poured  the  anointing  oil 
upon  the  Lead  of  Solomon.  1st 
Kings,  i.  Thus  we  see,  while  Abia- 
tbar went  with  Adonijah,  Zadok,  after 
serving  David  through  his  reign,  was 
honored  by  king  Solomon.  1st  Kings 
ii:  35— "put  in  the  room  of  Abia- 
tbar," i.  e.,  he  came  to  be  sole  high 
priest  a  ft.  ov  AbuiilniVs  confinement, 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  office  by 
Ahimaaz,  his  son.    1st  Chron.  vi:  8. 
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And  it  would  seem  from  2d  Chron. 
xxvii:  1,  that  there  was  another  Za- 
dok  whose  daughter  J  cms  hall  was  the 
wife  of  king  Uzziah,  and  the  mother 
of  Jotham. 

It  was  probably  the  posterity  of  the 
Zadok  who  served  in  the  priest's 
office  during  the  reigns  of  David  and 
Solomon,  that  is  referred  to  in  Bae- 
ldel(  xliv  :  15 :  "  But  the  priests,  the 
Loviics.  Ihc  sons  of  Zadok,  ilu.i  ]■::■■]■'. 
the  charge  of  my  sanctuary  when  the 
children  of  Israel  went  astray  from 
me,  they  shall  come  near  to  me  to 
minister  unto  me;  and  they  shall 
stand  before  me  io  offer  unto  mo  the 
fat  of  the  blood,  saith  the  Lord  God, 
They  shall  enter  into  my  sanctuary, 
and  they  shall  come  near  to  my  table 
to  minister  unto  mc,  and  they  shall 
keep  my  charge." 

ZAEAM- [Za'-ham,]   crime,  vm- 
purity. 
He  was  one  of  the  sous  of  Echo- 
boam,  born  unto  liim  of  one  of  the 

wives  ho  look  in  the  family  of  David, 
2d  Ohron,  xi :  1ft 

ZALMON  —  [Zal'-mou,]  ftw.  shade, 
obscurity. 
He  was  an  Ahohitc,  and  one  of 

Davids   mighty  men,     2d  Samuel, 


ZALMUNNA—  [  Zal-mnr/-nah,] 
shado'ic.  image. 

Zalmunna  was  a  king  of  Midinn, 
who,  with  Zcbah,  another  king,  was 
pursued  by  Gideon  after  the  battle  on 
the  plains  of  Moab.  Judg.  viii :  4-1.2. 
Gideon,  with  his  three  hundred  men, 
had  passed  over  Jordan,  "faint  yet 
pursuing"  the  two  Midianite  kings,  and 
he  asked  loaves  of  bread  of  the  men  of 
Succoth  for  his  starving  soldiery,  and 
they  refused  it.  He  then  told  them 
after  he  returned  he  would  punish 
them.  He  then  asked  bread  of  the 
men  of  Penucl,  and  they  also  refused. 
Ho  threatened  them  with  punishment 
also  on  his  return,  which  threat  he  af- 
lonvauls  i'ullilied  io  the  letter. 

Gideon  overtook  Zebah  and  Zal- 
nrunna  with  their  host,  and  discom- 
fited them,  bringing  the  two  kings 
back  with  him,  probably,  as  far  as  Suc- 
coth and  Penuel.  He  questioned  them 
as  to  some  acts  of  violence  they  had 
committed  at  Tabor  in  murdering  some 


of  his  relatives.  At  first  the  warrior 
bade  Jether,  his  son,  slay  them,  but  he 
was  a  youth  and  afraid  ;  therefore  Gid- 
eon himself  drew  his  sword  and  slew 
them  both,  and  stripped  their  camels 
of  the  rich  ornaments  that  were  about 
their  necks. 


ZAPIINATH-PAANEAH  -  [Zof*- 

nafh-ija-a-ne'-aL,]  one  that  discov- 
ers hidden  things;   in   the  Egyp- 
tian /on'ji'.c,  a-  savior  of  the  world. 
Was  a  name  that  Pharaoh,  the  king 
of  Egypt,  .save  to  Joseph  after  he  had 
promoted  him  to  bo  steward  or  super- 
intendent of  all  his  affairs,  and  placed 
upon  him  the  badges  of  his  new  office. 
Gen.  xli :  45. 

ZEBADIAH,  1— Zeb-a-di'-ah,]  por- 
tion of  the  Lord. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Shelamiah, 
e  was  one  of  the  sacred  porters.     1st 

Ohron.  xxvi :  2. 

ZEBADIAH,  2- Portion  of  the  Lord. 

The  sou  of  Asiihel,  is  reckoned  in  the 
course  of  his  father  when  the  monthly 
-—  ,;.cc  was  instituted,     "h-t  Chronicles, 


ZEBAH  OR  ZIBA— [Ze'-bah,]  vic- 
tim, immolation. 
Zebaii  was  an  associate  with  Zal- 
nritnna,  as  a  king  of  Midian,  who  was 

SniBued  by  Gideon,  overtaken  and 
iscomfitted,  and  afterwards  slain 
with  the  sword  bv  the  conqueror. 
-Jud.  viii :  10,  21.     (See  Sahnunna.) 

ZEBEDBE— [Zeb'-be-dee.] 
Zebedee  was  father  of   the  two 

foslle-i.  James  and  -John.  Matt,  iv: 
;  and  x  :  2 ;  Mark,  i :  19,  20.  The 
usual  phrase  in  designating  these  two 
apostles  is,  "  James,  the  son  of  Zebe- 
dee, and  John  his  brother."  He  was 
a  fisherman  and  wa:j  or  jarred  with  the 
■ns  in  mending  his  nets  when  Jesus 
lied  them  to  be  apostlen. 

ZEBUDAH— [Ze-bu'-dah.] 

Zebudah  was  the  daughter  of 
Pedaiah  of  Bumah,  and  the  mother 
of  Jehoiakim.    2d  Kings,  xxiii:  3S. 

ZEBHL—  [Ze'-bul,]  a  habitation. 
__  Zeetjl  was  governor  of  the  city  of 
Sheehem,  appointed  by  Abimclecli. 
When  Gaal,  the  son  of  Ebed,  con- 
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spired  against  Abimeleoh,  Z  e  b  u  1 
heard  of  it,  and  his  wrath  was  kindled 
and  ho  immediately  sent  Abimeleoh 
word  of  the  conspiracy,  and  of  the 
fortifications  that  Gaal  was  preparing 
around  the  city,  and  ho  suggested  to 
Abimelech  to  come  up  by  night  and 
lay  in  ambush  until  morning  near  the 
city,  and  then  suddenly  come  upon 
Gaal.  and  his  forces.  Early  in  the 
morning  Gaal  saw  tbo  approach  of 
Abimeleoh  and  his  men  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  turning  to  Zebul,  the  gov- 
ernor, ho  said,  "  Behold  (Lore 


approach  of  Abimeleoh,  but  he  said 
to  Gaal,  "  thou  scest  the  shadow  of 


them  coining  down  "by  the  middle  of 

the  land,"  and  a  large  company  com- 
ins  by  the  plain.  Ho  now  saw  that  it 
w;;s  Abimeleeb  and  bis  forces.  Zebul 
referred  him  to  what,  he  had  said 
about  Abimeleoh,  and  told  Mm  to  go 
out  and  tight  with  him,  and  ho  did, 
and  only  saved  his  life  by  flight. 
After  this  Zebu),  the  governor  of  the 
city,  throat  him  out,  and  would  not  let 
hiin  remain  inShcchem.  Judges, :— 
28,41. 

ZEB'JLtTN— [ZeV-n-hmJdweZZtrag', 

Zetiitltjn  was  the  sixth  son  of  Ja- 
cob by  his  wife  Lea.li,  hence  -was  one 
of  the  twelve  patriarchs.  His  birth 
is  announced  in  Gcn.xxx:20.  "When 
ho  was  born  his  mother  said:  "God 
hath  endowed  me  with  a  good  dowry ; 
now  will  my  husband  dwell  with  me 
because  I  have  borne  him  six  sons 
and  she  called  his  name  Zebulun.' 
In  this  language  she  alludes  to  the 
fact  that  Jacob  dwelt  mostly  with 
Rachel.  His  position,  as  the  sixth 
son  of  Leah,  is  given  in  Gen.  xxxv ; 
23.  The  sons  of  Zebulun  are  referred 
to  in  Gen.  xlvi :  14.  Tbcy  were  Sered, 
Elon,  and  Jahlcel;  and  from  them 
sprung  a  numerous  posterity.  There 
were  fifty-seven  thousand  four  hun- 
dred warriors  when  they  went  out  of 
the  laud  of  Egypt.  Num.  i:  30,  31. 
In  Gen.  xlix  ;  13,  we  have  the  dying 
father's  prophetic  benediction  respect- 
ing the  offspring  of  Zebulun :  "  Shall 
dwell  at  the  haven  of  the  sea ;  and  he 


shall  be  for  a  liaven  of  ships;  and 
his  border  shall  bo  unto  Zidon." 
This  prophetic  declaration  seems  to 
be  fulfilled  in  the  inheritance  that 
was  given  to  Zebulun  when  the  land 
of  Canaan  was  divided.  Joshua,  xix: 
10,  &c. 

When  they  went  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  the  tribe  of  Zebulun  was  com- 
manded by  Eliab,  the  son  of  Elon ; 
and  the  one  that  was  sent  as  a  spy  to 
search  the  land  of  Canaan  was  twad- 
dle), the  son  of  Sodi,  and  their  prince 
to  divide  the  land  was  Eliza  phan,  the 
sen  of  1'anaeb.  Num.  xxvt;  23,  24; 
also  xxxiv:  23.  Their  inherit- 
ance gave  them  a  largo  amount  of  sea 
coast,  and  they  carried  on  an  exten- 
sive sea  trade.  They  also  bad  exten- 
sive fisheries,  and  were  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  glass.  It  is  said,  in 
Dent,  xxxiii:  19:  "They  shall  call 
the  people  unto  the  mountain  ;  there 
they  shall  offer  sacrifices  of  righteoura- 
ness ;  for  they  shall  suck  of  the 
abundance  of  the  seas,  and  of  treas- 
ures hid  in  the  sand."  By  this  we 
may  understand  that  they  shall  grow 
wealthy  by  their  merchandise,  and  by 
their  inventive  genius  they  shall 
gather  wealth,  as  well  as  notoriety,  by 
manufacturing  glass  from  the  sand. 
It  is  understood  that  the  tribe  of 
Zebulun  had  revealed  unto  them  the 
treasures  of  the  sand  by  learning  the 
method  of  manufacturing  glass. 

Wo  learn  from  Judges,  i:  30,  that 
Zebulun  did  not  drive  out  the  Ca- 
naanites  from  at  least  two  cities  in 
their  inheritance,  Kitron  and  Naha- 
lol,  but  they  made  the  people  dwell- 
ing in  them  tributaries  to  them. 

When  Deborah  arose  as  a  judge  In 
Israel,  Zebulun.  with  Naphtali,  went 
up  to  the  number  of  ten  thousand 
men,  and  they  were  very  active  in 
routing  the  hosts  of  Jab  in.  Judges, 
iv :  10.  And  in  the  song  of  Deborah, 
Judges,  v :  18,  we  have  the  following 
language :  "  Zebulun  and  Naphtali 
were  a  people  that  jeoparded  their 
lives  unto  the  death  in  the  places  of 
the  field."  And  in  Judges,  vi :  35,  wo 
learn  that  they  rallied  to  the  help  of 
Gideon  against  the  Midianitea  and 
Amalekites ;  and  the  children  of  the 
East  Gideon  sent  messages  to  them 
as  al30  to  Manasseh,  Ashcr  and 
Naphtali,  and  they  came  up  to  meet 
hiin  and  assist  him. 
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One  of  the  judges  of  Israel,  Elon. 
was  a  Zebulnnite,  as  we  learn  from 
Judges,  xii ;  11,  and  lie  judged  Israel 


The  tribe  of  Zcbulun  continued  to 
be  extensive  for  many  years,  for  when 
David  was  coronated  or  crowned 
king  of  Israel,  in  Hebron,  tliere  were 
fifty  thousand  of  llio  tribe  that  were 
true  men — "  they  were  not  of  double 
heart" — that  brought  large  quantities 
of  provisions  to  him,  and  united  in 
turning  the  kingdom  of  Saul  to  him. 
lstChrou.  xii ;  3;-S.  Aud  they  are  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  Benjamin 
and  Naphtali,  by  tin;  Psalmist,  in  (he 
following  language,  Psalm,  Ixvili : 
27,  "There  ia  little  Benjamin  with 
their  rulers,  the  princes  of  Judah, 
and  their  counsel,  the  princes  of  Zcb- 
ulun and  the  princes  of  Xaphtali." 

When  king  Hezekiah  invited  all 
Israel  to  join  him  in  holding  a  Pa  — 
ever  to  the  Lord,  he  sent  posts  _.. 
messengers  ivith  his  iirnela motion  all 
over  the  country,  from  Dan  to  Becr- 
sheba,  and  though  the  messengers 
were  generally  mocked  in  Zebulun,  as 
in  other  tribes,  yet-  (here  wore  several 
who  humbled  themselves  of  the  tribe 
of  Zebuhm,  and  came  to  Jerusalem, 
and  entered  heartily  into  Heaekiah'fi 
reformation:     2d  Chron.  xxs :  11. 

The  country  inhabited  by  this  tribe 
was  blessed,  and  it  i3  referred  to  by 
tho  prophet,  Isaiah,  is:  1,2,  in  '"' 
prophecy  of  Christ's  birth,  and  the  „„ 
tablishmcnt  of  his  kingdom.  Their 
country  was  blessed  with  tho  instruc- 
tions of  the  Great  Teacher,  and  many 
of  his  miracles  were  performed  there. 
Indeed,  Capernaum,  his  "own  city," 
was  upon  the  sea  coast  in  the  borders 
of  Zebulun.  and  Nnphtali,  Matthew, 
iv:  12,  and  several  of  the  disciples 
of  Christ  were  gathered  up  by  him 
from  their  original  inheritance. 

ZEOHARIAH,  1-£Z  e  k'-a-r  i-a  h,] 
memory  of  tho  Lord. 
Zechariah  was  the  son  of  Jeho- 
iada,  the  high  priest  of  the  Jews,  and 
he  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  person 
as  Azariah.  In  1st  Chron.  vi :  10,  it 
is  said,"  Azariah  executed  the  priest's 
office  in  the  temple  that  Solomon 
built  in  Jerusalem."  But  whether 
Azariah  was  the  same  person  or  not, 
it  is  said  in  2d  Chron.  xxiv :  20,  Zecha- 
riah was  tho    son  of  Jehoiada,   the 


high  priest,  and  that  the  spirit  of  God 
came  upon  him,  and  ho  stood  above 
the  people  and  charged  their  idolatry 
and  wickedness  upon  thorn.  He 
shunned  not  to  charge  the  lung's 
wickedness  upon  him;  Joash  became 
so  enraged  at  the  faithful  prophet's 
warning  that  he  ordered  him  to  be 
stoned  in  tho  court  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord.  Zeeha-riah's  warning  was 
in  the  following  language:  "Why 
transgress  ye  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord  that  ye  cannot  prosper?  be- 
cause ye  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  he- 
hath  also  forsaken  you."  We  must 
look  upon  Joash  as  a  very  contempti- 
ble and  mean  man  to  givo  an  order 
thus  to  slay  a  prophet,  and  when  we 
consider  that  Jehoiada,  tho  father  of 
ZechariaB,  had  saved  Joash  from  be- 
ing murdered,  and  administered  tho 
government  for  hira  when  he  was  too 
young  to  administer  it  for  himself, 
(Sec  Joash  and  Jehoiada.)  But  when 
Zechariah  was  dying  he  told  them  to 
rest  assured  that  the  Lord  would 
avenge  his  death.  2d  Chron.  xxiv : 
22.  We  may  consider  this  person  a 
true  martyr  to  his  religion,  and  to  his 
profession  as  a  prophet.  See  Matt, 
ssiii :  35.  "  That  upon  you  may  come 
all  the  righteous  blood  shed  upon  the 
earth,  from  the  blood  of  righteous 
Abel,  unto  the  blood  of  Zaeharias, 
son  of  Barachias,  whom  ye  slew  be- 
tween the  temple  and  the  altar. "  It  is 
supposed  that  this  Zechariah,  the  son 
of  Jehoiada,  is  the  one  referred  to  by 
our  Lord,  and  his  cruel  murder  is 
brought  to  the  remembrance  of  tho 
Jews. 

ZECHARIAH,  2  —  Memory  of -the 
Lord, 
Zechariah  was  tho  son  of  Jcbcre- 
chiah  or  Barachiah.  In  2d  Chron. 
sxvi:  5,  it  is  said  of  him  "that  he 
had  understanding  in  the  visions  of 
Cod"  by  which  we  may  understand 
that  lie  could  give  (he  (rue  interpre- 
tations of  divine  prophecies.  He 
prophesied  in  the  days  of  Uraiah  and 
encouraged  him  to  tho  practice  of 
piety;  and  when  he  attempted  to  offer 
incense,  it  is  quite  likely  that  this 
Zechariah  withstood  him.  as  did  many 
others.  He  was  one  of  the  faithful 
witnesses  referred  to  by  name  in  Isa. 
viii:  2,  that  attested  the  prophet's 
writing   concerning   Maher-shalal- 
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hash-baa.  "And  I  took  unto  mo 
faithful  witnesses  to  record,  Uriah  tiio 
priest,  and  Sachariab.  the  Him  of 
Jebercheiah." 

ZECHABIAH,  3— Memory  of  the 

Lord. 
Zechariaii  or  Zaohariah  was  one 
of  the  twelve   minor  prophets.      It 

;:ecrns  that  ho  returned  from  Babylon 
with  Zerubbabel  and  while  quite  a 
young  man  began  to  prophecy.  In 
Ezra,  y :  1,  we  learn  that  ilaggai  and 
Zcehariab  the  -'on  ofiddo  prophesied 
unto  the  Jews  that  were  in  Juclca  and 
Jerusalem.  In  his  prophecies  be 
exhorts  the  people  U>  repentance  and 
encourages  them  to  build  the  temple, 
lie  had  various  "visions  which  ho 
made  known  to  Zerubbabel  and.  his 
builders,  such  as  the  vision  of  the 
fo  u  r  horns  and  four  carpenters ; 
the  measuring  of  Jerusalem: 
the  vision  of  Joshua,  the  high 
priest,  with  his  associate  priests; 
the  typo  of  the  golden  candlestick 
with  the  flying  roll — and  Ike  vision  of 
four  chariots.  He  saw  HeldaL  Tobi- 
jah  and  Jedaiah,  as  well  as  Joshua 
crowned  with  crowns  of  silver  and 
"  v  which  the  glory  of  the  New 
t  church  is  set.  forth,  ^edi. 
iii,  iy,  v  and  vi.  In  the  vii  and  viii 
be  direct;  Ike  .lows  concerning  the 
duty  of  fasting,  and  ho  presses  upon 
them  a  variety  of  moral  duties.  They 
were  to  practice  mercy  and  compas- 
sion, the  one  toward  the  other,  and 
especially  wore  to  regard  the  wants  of 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  with  the 
stranger  and  the  poor,  and  be  sure  not 
to  oppress  them,  etc.  He  predicts 
V arious' wars— and  tbo  birth  and  suf- 
ferings in  life  of  the  Messiah.  He 
predicts  clearly  the  ruin  of  the  Jew- 
ish Church,  and  the  promulgation  of 
the  glorious  truths  of  the  gospel  to 
Ike  Gentiles,  and  his  contemplates  and 
predicts  the  glorious  millennial  era. 
He  closes  up  his  prophecies  by  de- 
claring regarding  the  latter  day  that 
,!  there  shall  be  upon,  the  bells  of  the 
horses,  holiness  unto  the  Lord,  and 
ike  pots  in  the  Lord's  house  shall  be 
like  bowls  before  the  altar."  Zoch. 
xiv :  20. 

iSEGIIATJAI-I,  4  —  Memory  of  tit* 
Lord. 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Hosah,  and 


e  of  the  sacred  porters.      1st  Chi-on. 

ZECHARlAH,   5  —  Memory  of  the 

Was  the  son  of  Shelamiah,  and  like 
his  father,  one  of  the  sacred  porters. 
He  was  the  keeper  of  the  northern 
gate.  IstChron,  xsvi:  14.  Hoisalso 
supposed  to  have  been  captain  of  a 
thousand  men.     IstChron.  xxiii:  5. 

ZEDEKIAH,    1— [Zed-e-ki'-ahJ  the 

Lord/.:;  my  justice. 

ZEDEKiAi-i  was  the  son  of  Josiahand 
the  last  of  the  Kings  of  Judith.  His 
mother's  name  was  Kamata!,  thodaugk- 
ter  of  Jeremiah,  of  Libnah.  ■  He  suc- 
ceeded Jehoiachim  as  king,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  King  of  Babylon,  and 
the  King  of  Babylon  changed  his  name 
from  Mattaniah  to  Zedekiah.  2d  Kings 
xxiv:  17,  &e.  He  began  his  reign 
when  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  ago, 
and  it  continued  eleven  years.  Wo  are 
informed  as  to  the  character  of  Zede- 
kiah as  a  king,  "he  did  evil  in  the  sight 
of  tbo  Lord,  according  to  all  that  Jcho- 
iakim  bad  done."  Though  he  had 
sworn  to  bo  tributary  to  the  King  of 
Babylon,  who  had  appointed  him  king, 
be  violated  his  obligations,  and  rebelled 
against  him.  Though  he  was  faithfully 
warned  from  God  by  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, and  other  prophets,  ho  and  his 
people  refused  to  hoar  the  warnings; 
and  it  is  said  in  2d  Cbron.  xxsvi:  16, 
;'They  mocked  the  messengers  of  God, 
and  despised  his  word;.;,  and  misused  bis 
prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord 
arose  against  his  people,  till  there  was 
no  remedy."  Both  tbe  king  and  his 
people,  hardened  their  hearts,  and  in- 
dulged in  gross  idolatry,  and  other  im- 
pieties. Wo  have  tbe  fact  sot  forth,  as 
to  the  character  of  Zedekiah  and  the 
people  of  Judah,  in  Ezek.  svii:  13; 
there  Zedekiah  is  said  to  have  despised 
an  oath  that  ho  took',  and  broke  a  cov- 
enant that  ho  made,  for  which  the  Lord 
said  lie  should  not  escape,  but  should 
die.  Wo  have  an  account  in  Jer.  xxix, 
of  a  deputation  sent  to  the  King  of 
Babylon  by  _  Zedekiah,  probably  with 
bis  first  year's  tribute  ;  .'Hasan,  die  son 
of  Shaphan,  and  Gcuiariak,  tbo  son  of 
Hiikiah;  and  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
sent  letters  to  the  captives  in  Babylon, 
by  these  messengers. 

And  in  the  fourth  year  of  Zedekiak's 
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reign  he  went  into  Babylon  in  , 

company  with  Seraiah;  and  Jeremiah 
sent  prophecies  by  the  hand  of  Seraiah 
into  Babylon,  and  bade  Mm  read  them, 
and  then  cast  the  roll  with  a  stone 
fastened  to  it  into  the  river  Euphrates, 
that  ifc  might  sink  there ;  and  then  de- 
clared the  sinking  of  tl:e  stone  with  the 
roll  of  prophecies  against  Babylon  at- 
tached to  it,  emblomatio  of  the  de- 
struction that  should  conic  upon  Baby- 
lon, from  which  she  should  not  roeovoi 
.Jer.  li :  59,  &e. 

.It  was  In  the  ninth  year  of  Zedekiah'.. 
reign,  that  ho  broke  the  solemn  treaty 
with  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  entered  into 
a  league  with  Pharaoh-hophrah,  of 
Bpypt,  and  other  nations.  He  pro- 
cured their  assistance  to  throw  off  the 
yoke  which  was  upon  him  and  his  peo- 
ple. As  soon  as  Nebuchadnezzar,  she 
King  of  Babylon,  learned  this  he 
marched  a,  largo  army  into  the  country 
of  Judea,  and  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem. 
The  captivity  of  Zedekiah  was  clearly 
foretold  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah. 
Jer.  xxxiv:  1.  And  the  prophet 
Ezekiel  refers  to  the  same  thing. 
Ezok.  xii :   8-21-26. 

It  sesms  that  Zedekiah  became 
alarmed  when  he  found  that  the  king 
of  Babylon  had  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem, 
and  in  hia  alarm  ho  sent  for  tho 
prophet  Jeremiah  to  enquire  of  the 
Lord  for  him.  As  soon  as  the  messen- 
ger that  the  king  sent  to  the  prophet 
reached  him,  they  delivered  their  mes- 
sage to  him,  and  tho  prophet  promviilv 
answered  him,  boldly  reiving  {brill "tho 
rU'cauTulcahiiiify  that,  vvas  cominc  upon 
Jerusalem,  her  people,  and  her  ' — 

Jer.  xsi,  xxvii,  xsxix  ;'  2d  Kings, 

From  these  prophecies  and  declarations 
wo  learn  that  though  Nebuchadnezzar 
raised  the  siego  of  Jerusalem  in  order 
to  beat  back  the  Egyptian s,— thereby 
giving  Jerusalem  and  its  inhabitants  a 
respite,— yet  he  returned,  and  a  second 
time  laid  siege  to  tho  city  until  lie  con- 
quered and  took  it.  The  prophet  Jer- 
emiah counseled  the  lung  Zedekiah  (o 
give  up  and  submit  himself  to  the 
mercy  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  for  God 
had  determined  vbn.t  .Jerusalem  should 
be  taken.  The  king  of  Judah  would 
not  follow  his  counsels,  cease  his  rebel- 
lion, and  surrender  himself  up.  The 
consequence  of  his  refusal  was,  he 
brought  upon  himself  greater  misery 
and  ignominy. 


The  city  was  finally  taken.  Zedekiah, 
with  a  number  of  his  soldiery,  fled  in 
the  night;  but  the  Chaldeans  pursued 
and  overtook  them  near  Jericho,  or  in 
the  plains  of  Jericho.  Jer.  xsxix :  5. 
They  then  brought  Zedekiah  a  prisoner 
i.o  ISob'.nrbi.iihsezzar  at  Jii'nlab,  and  the 
conquering  king  g;:vo  judgment  a-iainst 
him.  He  then  put  Zedekiah's  chil- 
dren to  death,  and  the  nobles  and 
princes  of  Judah,  before  hiseyes;  after 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  put  out  Zede- 
kiah's eyes,  and  had  him  bound  with 
chains  and  carried  to  Babylon,  where, 
after  suffering  for  some  time,  he  died, 
and  was  buried  by  his  friends,  or  hon- 
orably interred,  as  the  prophet  had  said 
he  should  be. 

ZEDEKIAH,  2—FJie  Lord  is  my 
justice. 
Was  a  false  prophet  referred  to  in 
1st  Kings,  xxii:  11-24.  He  was  the 
son  of  Oiienaanah,  who  persuaded 
Allah  to  go  up  against.  liamoih-gilesd. 
Mlcaiah,  a  true  prophet,  declared  Zed- 
ekiah a  false  prophet.  At  this  ho  be- 
came angry  and  smote  Micaiah  on  the 
cheek,  and  then  insultingly  said, 
"Which  way  went  the  spirit  of  the 
Lord  to  speak  unto  thee.  The  true 
raphe  t  a '.layered  him  by  saying,  "  Be- 
lokl,  thou  slialt  see  in  that  day,  when 
thou  shalt  go  into  an  inner  chamber  to 
hide  thyself" — probably  referring  pro- 
phetically to  some  judgment  of  God 
that  afterwards  fell  upon  Zedekiah. 


Z^TffiKi'AH,    ?,  —  TU   Lord   ; 


mij 


ixix:  21,  22.  It  is  said  of  him  he 
prophesied  a  lie  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  it  should  bo  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
should  bo  .shin.  We  may  suppose  that 
he  died  the  horrible  death  of  "being 
roasted  in  the  fire." 

ZEEB— [ZeZ-ebJ  wolf. 

Zeeb,  with  Orcb,  is  referred  to  in 
Judges,  vii :  25.  They  were  princes 
of  Midian  who  fled  before  Gideon 
after  the  great  battle  in  the  plain  of 
Moab.  Under  the  command  of  Gid- 
eon, the  Ephramiites  watched  at  the 
fords  of  Jordan,  where  the  Midianitcs 
wonldbo  likely  to  cross  on  their  way 
to  their  own  country;  and  the  child- 
:cn  of  Ephraim  slew  many  of  them, 
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and  found  the  two  princes  hid— -one 
of  tliem  in  a  cavern  of  a  rock  and  the 
other  in  the  vat  of  a  winepress,  and 
they  were  both  slain.  Oreb  was  slain 
at  the  rock  Oreb,  and  Zeeb  "was  slain 
at  the  winepress  of  Zeeh."  The 
Ephraimitcs  then  brought  their  heads 
to  Gideon  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan. 

ZELEK— [Ze'-lek,]  the  noiwof  him 
that  laps. 
He  was  an  Ammonite,  and  one  of 
David's  mighty  men.    2d  Samuel, 
xsiii :  37. 

ZELOPKEIIAJ>—  [  Ze-lo'-fe-had,] 
The  ti/iarlr:  or  firtgUny  of  fear. 
Zelopiieiiad  was  the  son  of  He- 
pier,  and  is  referred  to  in  Numbers, 
ssvii :  1,  &o.  lie  had  no  sens,  but 
when  he  died  ieft  behind  him  five 
daughters.  Thcvvniyo  JM':i')]al!,X(;;.:!.i. 
Hoglah,  Milcah,  and  Tiraah.  He 
was  of  the  tribe  of  Manassch,  and 
died  in  the  wilderness :  but  he  did 
not  die,  as  many  of  the  Israelites  did, 
for  some  particular  sin  committed. 
So  bin  <hi.ngh.to v;?  say,  when  theynmkc 
application  to  Moses  for  an  inherit- 
ance in  Canaan  as  heirs  to  their 
father,  there  being  no  son  left.  The 
Lord  approved  of  their1  demand  and 
Moses  granted  their  request.  So 
there  was  a  special  enactment  provided 
to  meet  their  ease.  They  were  re- 
quired Jo  marry  such  as  were,  of  the 
tribe  of  Manasseh,  to  which  they 
belonged,  so  that  the  inheritance  of 
their  father  should  not  be  alienated 
from  his  tribe.  Sec,  also,  Num.  xxxvi, 
where  we  have  the  case  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  Zeiophehad  presented  hy  cer- 
tain chiefs  of  the  tribe  of  Joseph;  and 
the  matter  was  settled  by  Zelophc- 
liad's  daughters  marrying  their  cous- 
ins, or  their  "father's  brothers'  sons." 
Thus  his  inheritance  was  retained  by 
his  own  children  and  continued  in  his 
own  tribe. 

ZELOTES— [Ze'lo-tesjjeafows,  full 

Was  the  surname  of  one  of  the 
apostles,  viz :  Simon,  the  Canaanite. 
He  is  called  Simon  Zelotes.  Luke, 
vi:  15.     [Seo  Simon,  the  Canastnitc.] 

ZENAS— [Ze'nasJ  living. 

Zenas  was  a  pious  man  who  is  re- 
ferred to  by  Paul  in  his  epistle  to 


Titus,  iii:I3.  He  is  the  only  pious 
lawyer  we  read  of  in  the  scriptures. 
When  the  apostle  was  at  Nicapolis, 
and  Titus  was  about  to  make  him  a 
visit,  ho  wrote,  "Bring  Zenas,  the 
lawyer,  and  Apollos  on  their  journey 
diligently;"  from  which  wc  may  judge 
that  he  was  a  noted  christian,  and  an 
of  the  eloquent  Appellor. 


ZEPHANIAH— CZef-a-ni'anJ  t  h  e 

Lord-  i;  ivy  i,i-.cret._  the  mouth  of 
the  Lord. 
Zbphawiah  was  one  of  the  minor' 
prophets  who  lived  and  prophesied  in 
the  time  of\'l  osiali,  the  king  of  Judah. 
We  learn  from  Zeph  aniah,  i:  1. 
that  he  was  the  son  of  Oust,  or 
Oushi,  and  the  grandson  of  Gedaliah. 
Ho  uttered  a  prophecy  against  Josiah, 
the  king,  because  lie  allowed  his  chil- 
dren, when  they  grew  up,  to  wear 
clothing  like  unto  the  princes  of  other 
nations,  or  robe?  of  v,  foreign  fashion. 
"They  are  clothed  with  strange 
apparel."  In  the  first  chapter  of  his 
prophecies,  Zcphsuiali  declare*  GoiYu 
judgments  against  Judah.  In  the 
second,  exhorts  them  to  repentance, 
and  in  the  third,  utters  sharp  reproof 
against  Jerusalem  and  ita  inhabitants. 

KEPIIANIAII,  2— The  Lord  is  my 
secret,  (he  mouth  of  the  .Lord. 
Zei'iiantah  was  a  deputy  high 
priest  under  Seraiah,  or  a  second 
priest.  Pie  is  referred  to  in  2d  Kings, 
xxv :  18.  Here  Ncbuzar-adan,  the 
captain  of  the  guard,  is  represented  as 
taking  Zcphaniah  with  Heraiah,  and 
three  door  keepers,  and  a  military- 
officer,  and  five  of  the  king's  body- 
guard, and  attendants,  with  the  king's 
scribe,  and  sixty  men  of  the  people, 
and  sending  them  to  Riblah,  where 
they  were  put  to  death  by  the  king  of 
Babylon.  We  have  an  account  of 
Zephaniah  in  Jeremiah,  xxi:  1, 'and 
xxxvii:  2.  He  is  named  as  one  of 
those  by  whom  Zedekiah,  the  king, 
sent  messages  to  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah, and  requests  for  his  prayers  in 
behalf  of  him,  and  also  of  his  king- 
dom. We  learn  from  Jeremiah, 
xxix:  24-29,  that  She maiah  sent  let- 
ters unto  Zephaniah,  the  son  of  Maa- 
aiah  the  priest,  accusing  Jeremiah  of 
Auathotf),  of  being  a  madman,  and 
deserving  to  be  put  in  prison,  and 
kept  fast  in  stocks.    Zephaniah  read 
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the  letter  in  tlie  ears  of  Jeremiah, 
Whether  be  was  tlie  Zephaniah  who 
is  referred  to  in  Zechariah  vi :  10-14, 
as  the  father  of  Josiah,  ana  the  father 
of  Hen,  who  were  priests,  wo  do  not 
know.  It  is  thought  he  lived  too 
early  to  be  the  father  of  those  priests. 

ZEPHG— [Ze'-fo,]  that  sees  and  ob- 
serves. 
Was  the  son  of  Elipnae,  and  the 
grandson  of  Esau.     Gen.  sxxvi:  11. 

ZEPHON-[Ze'-fon.J 

Or  Timhioc,  was  a  Gadite,  and  the 
head  of  the  Zcphopites,  one  of  the 
powerful  familiea  of  that  tribe.  JSTum, 
xxvi ;  15.  It  Beams  from  his  position 
as  given  hero,  as  well  as  the  order  of 
the  children  of  GvXi,  as  given  in  {Jen. 
xki :  Ki,  thai  he  *as  (ho  eldest  ,;;on  o" 
his  father. 

ZERAH,    1  — [Zff'-rai,]  eos(,  brigJit- 

AV-o  e-lkd  .SoLi-.ti-.  was  a  son  of  Sim- 
eon. Gen.  xlvi:3Q.  He  was  the  fifth 
son,  and  we  learn  from  Num.  xxvi :  13, 
that  he  was  the  father  of  the  Zarhites. 

ZERAH,  2— Hast,  brightness. 

Zera.ii  was  a  powerful  king  of  Ethi- 
opia or  Cush,  who  invaded  Jndah  and 
was  defeated  by  King  Asa.  The  ac- 
count of  this  invasion  is  given  in  3d 
Chron.  xiv :  9-15.  Hero  wo  learn  that 
Zerah  had  a  host  of  fighting  men,  for 
tbey  numbered  one  million,  and  besides 
he  had  three  hundred  chariots.  The 
Lord  interfered  for  Asa  and  smote  the 
Ethiopians,  so  that  they  were  con- 
quered and  fled  before  Jndah,  and  the 
most  of  them  were  cut  off.  "  Asa  and 
the  people  pursued  them  unto  Gerer, 
and  the  Ethiopians  were  overthrown 
(hat  they  could  not  recover  themselves, 
for  they  were  destroyed  before  the 
Lord  and  before  hia  host ;  and  they 
carried  away  much  spoil." 

ZERAH,  9— East,  brightness. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in  the 
line  of  the  priests  from  Aaron  to  the 
captivity.     1st  Chron.  vi:  21. 

ZERAHIAH— [Zer-a-hi'-ah.] 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in  the 
line  of  the  priests  from  Aaron  to  the 

captivity,     1st  Chron.  vi:  6. 


ZERESH  —  [Ze'-reshJ  misery, 
stranger. 

Ze'xvs'i  was  i. he  wife  of  Hainan,  the 
enemy  of  the  Jews.  She  is  first  intro- 
duced to  our  notico  in  Est.  v:  10. 
Hainan  had  attended  a  banquet  of 
Esther  in  company  with  the  king,  and 
was  overjoyed  at  the  honor.  But  in 
addition  to  the  first,  ho  was  invited  to  a 
second  banquet  on  the  morrow,  and 
when  he  arrived  at  homo  that  night  he 
called  together  his  friends  and  his  wife 
.Zeresh,  to  counsel  with  them  as  to 
what  he  should  do  to  rid  himself  of 
Mordecai,  the  Jew,  whom  he  could  not 
bear  to  let  live  until  the  day  of  general 
slaughter.  Zeresh,  liis  wile,  gave  him 
counsel,  and  his  friends  joined  her  to 
the  effect  that  a  gallows  be  erected  on 
which  to  hang  Mordecai  tlie  next  day. 
Haman.  adopted  her  counsel  and  made 
the  gallows,  but  the  next  day  passed 
away  and  the  Jew  was  not  executed; 
hut  in  the  stead  the  greatest  honor  had 
been  conferred  upon  aim.  And  Haman 
had  been  compelled  to  confer  it  in  car- 
rying out  the  king's  wishes. 

That  day  when  the  proud  officer  came 
homo  and   reported  what  had  taken 

Elaco  to  his  wife  Zeresh,  and  all  his 
■iends,  they  seemed  to  join  with  Ha- 
man in  his  mourning,  and  they  gave 
him  an  expression  that  indicated  ibat 
they  had  dreadful  forebodings  of  com- 
ing ill.  "If  Mordecai  bo  of  the  seed 
of  the  Jews  before  whom  thou  hast  be- 
gun to  fall,  thou  shalt  not  prevail  against 
him,  but  shall  surely  fall  before  him." 
It  was  not  long  until  the  worst 
fears  of  Zeresh  wcro  realized,  for  the 
iutelligcnee  reached  her  before  that  day 
closed,  that  her  husband  way  condemned 
to  death,  and  that  ho  was  to  bo  executed 
on  the  gallows:  that  had  been  erected  on 
which  to  hang  the  despised  Jew.  It 
■-.i-JH  not  lung  until  (ho  widow  of  Haman 
found  that  the  toil  sons  were  all  slain. 
Thus  she  was  left  childless,  as  well  as  a 
widow.  How  long  she  survived  this 
calamity,  we  do  not  know.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  after  it  was  found  out  that 
she  counseled  her  husband  to  hang 
Mordecai,  (if  it  was  found  out)  that 
she  too  was  slain  by  those  who  had  put 
her  husband  and  sons  to  death. 

ZERI— [Ze'ri.l 

Was  also  called  Izri,  and  was  one 
of  the  sons  of  Jeduthan,  and  when 
the  lots  were  east,  and  the  singers 
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were  divided  into  twenty-four  coarsen, 
the  fourth  lot  came  to  him.  1st 
Chron.  xxv:  3-11. 

ZEBUAH—  [Ze-ru'abJ  hprmt.\  lw~ 

Was  (ho  mother  of  Jeroboam,  the 
son  of  Ncbat,  who  was  employed  at 
first  by  Solomon  to  superintend  some 
of  his  improv omenta,  and  was  after- 
wards the  tins;  of  the  revolted  tribes, 
Zcruah.  was    a  widow   woman.     1st 


ZERUBBAEEL—  [Ze-mb'-ba-bel,] 

banished,  a  slrajv-cr  i.U  llt/hi/lon. 
digper  ion  of  confusion. 

Zniii;p>BAi3EL  was  ihc  son  of  Sala- 
thicl  and  of  the  royal  lino  of  David. 
Iiis  position  in  the  royal  family  i::: 
given  clearly  in  the  genealogy  of 
Christ  by  Matthew,  i  :  19,  where  ho 
is  called  Zorobabel,  In  Luke  ill:  21, 
lie  jb  called  the  s;on  of  Kalathiel,  ns 
he  is  also  in  the  former  quotation,  from 
which  wo  may  understand  that  Sho- 
altiel  and  Salathiel  arc  the  same 
person. 

Zeruhbabel  is  mentioned  in  Ezra, 
ii :  2,  as  at  the  head,  or  in  command 
of  those  who  returned  from  Babylon. 
There  were  the  children  of  the  pries  la, 
the  Levites,  the  singers,  the  porters, 
the  servants  of  Solomon,  and  with 
them  a  great  many  who  could  not  find 
their  genealogy,  of  (heir  family  regis- 
ters. In  verses  sixty-four  and  sixty- 
seven,  wo  learn  of  the  number  of 
those  who  returned  from  Babylon: 
there  were  forty-two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty,  besides  their  ser- 
vants, and  the  maids  of  whom  there 
were  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty-seven.  There  were  two 
hundred  s.iuningni.eivmd  singing  wo- 
men; and  they  had  with  them  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-sis  horses,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty-five  mules, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-five  camels, 
and  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  asses,  besides  a  large  amount 
of  geld  and  /river  aa.d  rich  -smirk 

The  Chaldean  nanus  of  this  person, 
was  Pheshlja.-^ar.  Ezra,  i:  8-11,  and 
v:  14-10.  Zci'ubbabel  not  only  led 
this  mighty  host  from  Babylon  to 
Judea,  (having  under  his  charge  the 
valuables  of  the  Chaldean  king,  sent 
id  vessels, 
!   alter  Ire 


his  native  laud,  and  saw  again 

the  cities  of  Israel,  ho  built  the 
altar  of  the  God  of  Israel  to  offer' 
burnt  offerings  on,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses.  Ho  instituted  (he 
Feast  of  Tabernacles,  and  then  made 
bis  preparations  to  begin,  as  early  as 
possible,  the  building  of  the  temple, 
and  in  the  second  month  of  the  sec- 
ond year,  laid  its  foundations.  The 
ceremonies  of  laying  the  foundations 
are  recorded  in  Ezra,  iii:  9-11.  He 
had  many  obstructions  laid  in  his  way 
by  the  Samaritans,  to  prevent  his  re- 
building the  temple,  and  ho  was  com- 
pelled to  cease  from  the  work  for  a 
while.  They  stopped  until  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Darius,  king  of 

iierubba.be!  then  receives  encour- 
agement from  two  of  God's  servant!.!, 
the  prophets  Baggai  and  Zcchariali; 
and  again  proceeded  with  the  building 
of  the  temple.  Again  they  met  with 
obstructions,  and  a  letter  was  written 
to  Darius,  the  king,  which  led  him  to 
have  search  made  for  the  edict  of 
Cyrus,  under  which  Zcrubbabcl  left 
Babylon,  and  entered  upon  this  work. 
A  transcript  of  the  edict  of  Cyrus 
was  found,  and  Darius  confirmed  it, 
and  bade  those  who  had  opposed  him 
to  oppose  him  no  more,  but.  rather  en- 
courage him.  Accordingly  they  did 
so.  In  comparatively  a  short  time,  the 
work  was  finished.  The  temple  was 
dedicated,  and  the  solemn  Feasts  of 
(■he  Passover  and  of  unleavened  bread 
were  kept,  and  the  Jews  rejoiced  ex- 
ceedingly. Ezra,  iv,  v  and  vi ;  Hug- 
gai,  i  and  ii ;  Zech.  iv :  0-10. 

Zerubbabel  had  seven  sons,  whose 
names  arc  given  in  1st  Clrron.  iii :  19- 
20,  a.nd  a  daughter  whose  name  was 
Shclomith.  The  sons'  names  were 
Meshnllain,  ilanauiah,  Hashuhah, 
Ohel,  Bereehiah,  Hasadiah  and  Ju- 
shab-hesed.  Two  of  these  sons  are 
called  by  other  nainea  in  the  generdogy 
of  Joseph  and  Mary.  Bhesa,  from 
whom  Mary  was  descended,  and  Abi- 
ud  from  whom  Joseph  came.  Luke 
iii:  ■^,aml3iaUhew,i:  13, 

Zorubbabcl  was  a,  very  -important- 
personage,  and  performed  a  very  im- 
portant work  in  (ho  building  of  the 
second  temple,  under  the  difficulties 
that  surrounded  him.  There  are 
some  expressions  in  the  book  of  the 
prophet  Tlaggai,  ii:  23,  that  seem  to 


dbyGoogle 


ZER 


i«i ; 


prefigure  Christ:  "In  that  day,  saitb 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  will  I  take  thee,  0 
Zerubbabcl,  my  servant,  the  son  of 
Shealtiel,  saith  the  Lord,  and  -will 
make  thee  as  a  signet;  for  I  have 
ehosesi  thee,  saith  the  .Lord  oi' hosts," 
As  he  had  :i!i  lising^  -.ioecs::ary  tor  re- 
building the  temple  at  Jerusalem, 
he  performed  the  work  and  completed 
it  amid  the  rejoicing  of  the  people. 
So  Jesus  builds  the  temple  of  his 
churidssssnid  the  shoutings  of  the  hosts 
of  Heaven,  and  the  redeemed  on  earth. 

Z  E  E  U I A II  —  [Zer-u-i'-ab,]  pain, 

is  it illation. 

Serliiaii  was  the  sister  of  king 
David,  hence  the  daughter  of  Jesse. 
She  was  probably  the-  widest  sister  of 
David  and  his  brothers,  as  she  is 
mentioned  first  iu  let  Chron.  ii:  16. 
There  we  also  learn  she  was  the  mo- 
ther of  Joab,  the  general  of  David's 
army,  and  of  Abiahai,  who  was  such  a 
valiant  man  and  warrior ;  as  also  of 
Assail cl,  who  was  a,  noted  runner,  and 
was  killed  by  Aimer,  the  son  of  Ner, 
while  pursuing  him  with  murderous 
iutcnt. 

This  woman  is  referred  to  in  the 
same  way  that  men  are  frequently  re- 
ferred to  who  arc  fathers -of  noted  or 
illustrious  persons.  Almost  as  often 
as  the  name  .of  the  sons  of  this  woman 
are  given,  she  is  referred  to  as  their 
ancestress. 

It  may  be  that  she  was  a  woman  of 
considerable  note,  more  noted  than 
her  husband  and  the  father  of  these 
sons,  which  was  the  reason  why,  espe- 
cially Joab  and  A.bisshai,  arc  so  often 
called  the  sons  of  Zcruiah.  David 
often  complained  of  Joab,  especially 
for  his  cruel  and  revengeful  course, 
"When  Joab  killed  Abner,  David  said : 
"  These  sons  of  Zcruiah  are  too  hard 


EiiTIIAM— [Zo'-lham.] 

Wa.s  the  sou  of  Lstadan,  a  G-ershon- 
ite  Levite.    1st  Chron.  ssiii :  8. 

ZETIIAN— [Ze'-than,]  their  olive. 

"\Yaa  a  Beniaminite  of  the  sons  of 
Billian.     1st  Chron,  vii :  10. 

ZETHAE—  [Zo'-tharJ  he  thai  exam- 
ines or  beholds. 
One  of  the  eunuch?!   or    eha 
laius  of  Ahasuonr.i.     Est.  i :  10 


ZIBA— ]Zi'-ba,j  army,  fight,  sti-eagth, 

ZlEA  was  a  servant  of  Kiua  Saul. 
whose  treachery  to  his  master,  Mepiiib- 
os-heth,  is  related  in  2d  Bam.  xvi, 
When  the  son  of  Saul  desired  to  cast 
in  his  lot  with  the  distressed  David  as 
ho  fled  from  Jerusalem,  he  bade  his 
servant  Ziba  saddle  an  ass  for  him  to 
ride  upon,  and  he  would  follow  David 
and  suites' with  him.  Being  lame,  he 
was  entirely  dependent  upon  his  serv- 
sint.  Ziba,  instead  of  furnishing  him 
the  annual  to  lido  upon,  made  ready 
.d  followed  after  David  himself  with 
present  and  strong  expressions  of 
inpathy  for  the  king;  asid  he  slan- 
red  his  master,  Saul's  son,  by  saying 
that  he  was  at  Jerusalem  and  had 
turned  against  his  benefactor,  and  anx- 
iously looking  for  the  restoration  of  his 
father's  kingdom  to  him— a  thins  that 
Die plsi'iosii oils  had  not  sliougbt  about. 
David  hastily  granted  Ziba  his  mas- 
ter's property ;  but  when  afterwards 
he  learned  the  fuels  in  the,  case,  he  an- 
nulled the  gift  be  had  made  to  Ziba, 
placing  him  hack  again  where  he  was 
before,  viz. :  Ho  was  to  cultivate  the 
land  and  give  Mephibosheth  one-half 
of  the  produce.  Mad  lie  not  been  one 
of  the  servants  of  Saul  in.  his  life-time, 
David  would  probably  have  rewarded 
his  treachery  to  his  master  with  death. 

ZIBEON— [ZhY-e-on,]  iniquity  that 

dwells,  the  seventh. 


AT'ossjaoiinife,  probably  one  of  the 
sons  of  Shalsaraiisj,  by  bis  wife  IIodiHi. 
W  Cruou.  viii :  9. 


She  was  a  native  of  Beer-sheba.  and 
the  mother  of  Kits"  Joash.  2d  Kings, 
xii:l,2;  J>dOhron.  sxiv:l. 
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ZIOHKI,  1-rZiV-ri,]  tlw,t  remem- 
bers, a  male. 
Was  the  son  of  Izhar  the  eon  of 
Kohath.    Ex.  yi  :  21. 

ZICHRI,  2,  3—  Tliat   remembers,  a 
male. 
Were  both  Benjamites,  the  former 
of  the  eona  of  'Shirnli,  and  the  latter 

of  the  sons  of  Shashak,     1st  Chron, 
viii:19,23. 

ZICHRr,  4-2VW  remembers,  a 
male. 
Was  of  the  sons  of  Jerohani,  also 
a  Benjaminite.     1st  Chron.  viii :  27. 

ZICHRI,  5-Fhat  remembers,   a 
male. 
Was  a  son  of  Eliezer,  the  son  of 
Moses.    1st  Chron.  xsvi:  25. 

ZICHRI,  &~That  remembers    a 
male. 
Was  the  father  of  Eliezer,  a  chief 
of  the  Rcitbenitcs  in  the  time  of  Da- 
vid.    1st  Chron.  xxvii:  16. 

ZICHKI,  1—Tkat  remembers,  a 
male. 
Was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the 
father  of  Amasiab..     2d  Chronicles, 

ZICHKI,  8-That  remembers,   , 
male. 
Was  the  father  of  Elishaphat 
one  of  the  conspirators  with  Jcho 

iada..     2d  Chron.  xxiii:  1. 

ZICHRJ, !) — That  remembers,  a  male. 
Was  an  Ephraimite  hero  in  the  in- 
vading army  of  Pokah,  the  son  of 
Remaliah.    2d  Chron.  sxviii :  7. 


nectmn  with  Adah  the  other,  as  bc- 

isjS  alarmed  on  account  of  the  danger 
pi  tbe  husband,  who  had  slain  a  man 
in  sol  -delete.  Cencsis,  iv:  23.  She 
was  the  mother  of  Tubal -Cain,  the 
ln-st  artist,  or  worker  in  brass  and 
'•on.    Gen.  iv:  22.     [See  Adah.] 

1 1 L  P  A  H— [ZiK-pahJ  distillation, 

contempt  of  the  mouth. 
.,  ZlL?AH  was  the  handmaid  of  Leah, 
be  wile  ol  Jacob,  fvivou  to  her  ],y 
Laban  when  she  was  married.  Gen. 
xsix;  24.  After  Leah  had  borne 
Jacob  four  sons,  and  Rachel  had  set 
ilio  cxampje  ofgivuiK  her  maid  to  her 
husband  as  a  secondary  wife,  Leah 
ga\e  Jacob  Zilpah.  her  maid  Gen 
xxx:  9.  And  Silpah  became  the 
mother  of  two  bods,  Gad  and  Asher, 
who  each  became  the  head  of  power- 
ful tribes.    Gen.  xssv :  26 


ZIMRAjy—  [Zii 


in,]  song,  singer, 


He  was  the  oldest  of  Abraham's  sis 
sons  by  Keturah,  and  is  referred  to 
m  Gen.  xxv:  2.  lie  is  supposed  to  be 
the  father  of  a  numerous  posterity. 

ZIMKI,  1- 


ZICHRI,  10—  That  remembers, 
male. 
Was  a  priest  of  the  family  of  Abi- 
jah,  m  the  days  of  Jchoiakim,  and  is 
referred  to  in  Neh.  xii :   17. 

ZIDKIJAH— [Zid-fci'-jah,] 

Was  a  priest  or  family  of  priests 
who  signed  the  covenant  with  rJcho- 
miah.    3,'eh.  x:  1. 


ZILLAH— [Zil'-lah,]  shadow,  which 

*.;  roaati-fl  the  tingling  of  far-  v..iv. 

Zillai-i  was  one  of  the  wives  of 

Lantech.    She  is  referred  to  in  con- 


KlJUHT  y 

of  the  (lib.. 

tod   great   i 

which  he  wao  mimai  i, 

rji^vi-iiiiCLit  of  death    [ 

yxw.M.  Piiineas.     His  E 


[Ziin'-ri,]   my  field,   my 
branch. 

the  son  of  Salu,  a  prince 
if  bmieon.  U.a  coninvt- 
ckedness  in  Israel,  for 
thrust  through  with  an 
the  zealous 
'™»  in'iicaa.  i:na  sin  is  recorded 
m  JNuni.  sxv:  0-14.  It  was  that  of 
going  into  tho  Midianilish  camp  and 
procuring  a  Midiamtisli  princess  for 
a  vvde.and  brnigb^hor  into  tho  oauip 
of  Israel.  Thin  was  contrary  to  the 
law  governing  the  tribes  of  Israel 
""■  to  marriage,  and  all  the  people 
ware  astonished  at  the  act,  and  they 
wept  at  the  door  of  i.be  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation.  But  Piiineas  slow 
them  both  together. 

ZIMRI,  2— My  field,    my   vine,   my 

branch. 

Zijiri  was  a  general  in  tho  army  of 

Blah,  the  king  of  Israel.     He  slew 

the  lung  and  placed  himself  upon  the 

throne.     Ho  had  charge,  it  seems,  of 

3-haIf  of  the   king's   chariots,  or 

niiiiindcd    one-half  of  tho   cavalry 

„  Elah's  army.     1st  Kings,  xvi :  & 
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The  king  of  Israel  1 
in  drunkenness  in  the  city  of  Tirzali. 
in  the  house  of  Arza,  hia  steward. 
Zimri  conspired  against  him,  and 
came  upon  him  while  drunk,  and 
smote  him.  lie  then  killed  all  tlio 
family  of  Elah,  that  there  might  be 
none  to  claim  the  throne.  He  left 
not  one  of  his  relatives,  and  in  this 
the  prophecy,  eoiicermr.g  (he  3iou:-.e 
of  J5a;:::li;!  being  dcsrioyud,  was  ful- 
filled to  the  letter,  ai  made  by  the 
prophet  Jean. 

Zimri  reigned  seven  days,  when  the 
army  made  Omri  Icing,  who  at  once 
beuiegod  the  city  <>!.'  ±ir/.\ih,  where  lie 
dwelt  in  the  palace  of  the  king  whom 
ho  had  murdered.  It  was  not  long 
until  Omri  took  the  city:  and.  when 
Zimri  saw  that  it  was  taken,  or  was 
on  the  point  of  being  taken,  he  set 
fire  to  the  palace  and  burnt  it  down 
over  his  bead,  and  so  perished  in  tlio 
flames.  Seeing  lie  could  not  enjoy 
that  palace  with  it;;  riches  and  adorn- 
meuts,  he  determined  that  no  one 
else  should, 

Zimri  was  a  wicked  man,  and,  com- 
ing to  the  throno  as  lie  did,  ho  hardly 
deserves  the  name  of  king.  In  his 
short  and  wicked  reign  he  walked  in 
the  way  of  Jeroboam  and  his  sin. 

ZINA  or  ZI3AH— [Zi'-nahj 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Shimei 
who  was  the  son  of  Gershom,  of  tho 
tribe  of  Levi.  1st  Ohron.  ssiii:  10. 
He  is  the  same  as  Ziaah,  mentioned 
in  the  nest  verse,  who  was  nest  to 
the  chief  of  Shiraci's  sons. 

ZIPHION  or  ZKPHON  — [Zif- 

i-on.] 

Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Gad  and  is 
cumbered  with  his  brothers  among 
tho  grand  children  of  Jacob  who 
went  down  into  Egypt  to  sojourn. 
The  names  of  the  others  as  given  in 
Gen.  xlvi :  16,  are  Haggi,  Skuni,  Ba- 
bon,  Ei'i,  Arodi  and  Areli. 

2IPP0K—  [ZipApor J  bird,  crown, ; 

iMXOvJ.imj  U>  the.  .S'/riac,  early  in 

the  ■morning. 
Zippoe,  was  the  father  of  Balak. 
who  was  the  king  of  Moab  at  the 
time  the  Israelites  pitched  in  the 
plains  of  Moab;  and  Balak  hired 
Balaam  _  to  come  and  curse  them. 
Zippor  is  not  mentioned  save  as  the 


ZIPPOBAH  —  [Zip-po'rah,]   beauty, 


Zmpo&AH  was  the  daughter  of  Je- 
i.liro,  tho  priest  of  Midian,  and  she  was 
the  wife  of  the  celebrated  Moses,  the 
emancipator  of  Israel. 

Hoses  probably  saw  Zipporah  for  the 
first  time  when  he  sat  down  by  a  well 
in  Midian,  after  the  fatigues  of  his 
flight  from  Egypt.  Tho  daughters  of 
Jcthro,  seven  in  number,  came  to  the 
well  to  draw  water  for  their  la- 
ther's flocks.  He  assisted  them,  and 
tho  consequence  was  it  did  not  take 
them  as  Jong  as  usual,  which  led  their 
father  to  ask  them  on  their  return, 
why  they  "had  come  so  soon  to-day." 
They  informed  their  father  ef  the  help 
that  had  been  rendered  them.  Jethro 
asked  them  where  the,  hu'ais.ser  was,  i'ov 
he-  should  be  entertained  and  fed  for 
!iis  kindness.  Moses  was  called  and 
save  Jethro  an  account  of  his  eventful 
life,  when  a  proposition  was  probably 
made  to  him  to  tarry  with  them.  Mo- 
ses agreed  to  it,  and  so  became  a  shop- 

J'cthro  gave  him  his  daughter  Zip- 

forah  to  wife.  This  event  fastened 
loses  to  his  family  and  interests,  and 
be  remained  in  Midian  enjoying  the 
society  of  this  excellent  family,  and  the 
ah'oetions  of  Zipporah,  his  wife,  forty 
years.  This  woman  became  the  mother 
of  a  son,  and  Moses  called  him  Ger- 
shom,  and  immediately  added,  "I  have 
been  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land." 
She  also  bore  another  son,  Eliezer; 
and  when  Moses  was  com  missioned  to 
go  to  Egypt,  he  took  his  wife  and  sons 
and  started  with  the  wonderful  rod  of 
God  in  his  hand.  He  had  not,  how- 
ever, proceeded  far,  until  his  way  was 
obstructed  — "  the  Lord  met  him  and 
sought  to  kill  him."  It  seems  that 
one  of  the  sons  of  Zipporah  had  not 
been  circumcised.  Moses  was  probably 
reproved  for  neglecting  this ;  and  Zip- 
porah, understanding  the  cause  of  the 
livine  anger,  and  seeing  that  her  child 
ras  in  danger,  hurriedly  performed  the 
rile  and  presented  the  proof  of  it  to 
"oses. 

It  is  thought,  though  the  wife  of 
Moses  recognized  the'  rite  and  per- 
formed the  act  she  did,  and  so  ap- 
peased the  divine  wrath,  yet  she  was 
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alarmed  and  returned  to  Lor  father's 
house  with  her  two  sons,  where  she  re- 
mained until  she  made  the  visit  with 
her  father  and  sons  to  Moses  in  the 
wilderness.  When  they  went  to  sec 
the  husband  and  father,  all  Israel  was 
encamped  at  the  mount  of  G-od.  Ex, 
xviii :  5  :  "And  Jel.hro,  ,\loses:  father- 
in-law,  came  with  his  wife  iind  his  sons 
unto  Moses  into  the  wilderness,  where 
they  encamped  at  the  mount  of  G-od.': 
After  tarrying  awhile  ho  returned  home 
and  left  Zipporah  and  her  sons  with 
Moses  ;  and  yet  wo  hear  nothing  more 
of  her,  and  but  little  of  her  sons,  G"cr- 
shom  and  Eliezer.  They  and  their 
families  were  incorporated  with  the 
Levites,  and  seemed  to  have  the  em- 
ployment of  taking  care  of  the  taberna- 
cle and  tent,  performing  some  of  the 
hardest  service  there.  Num.  iv :  24-28. 
What  became  of  Zipporah  we  do  not 
know.  Sho  may  have  continued  with 
Israel,  or,  when  sho  saw  her  children 
settled,  sho  may  have  returned  to  her 
father  in  the  land  of  Midian. 

ZIZA — ]Zi'za,]  belonging  to  all;  in 
Syriaa,  going  laclc. 
Was  ono  of  the  sons  of  llehoboam, 

born  of  Miwe'>;i.h.    the  daughter  of 
■'      :  :*lChrou.-xi:  20. 


ZOHAK — [Zo'har,]  while,  shining, 
dryness. 
Was  one  of  the  sons  of  Simeon, 
and  is  numbered  With  the  family  of 
Jacob,  who  went  with  him  down  into 
Egypt,     Gen.  slvi:  10.. 


Was  of  tho  tribe  of  Levi,  and  in  the 
line  of  priests  from  .Aaron  to  the  cap- 
tivity.   1st  Chron.  vl :  26. 

ZOPHAE— [Zo'-far,]  rising  early., 
crown;  in  syr/ac,  sparrow,  goat. 

ZOPHAE  was  one  of  Job's  three 
friends.  He  is  called  the  Naamathite, 
This  may  be  because  he  came  from 
the  town  of  Naama  in  the  vicinity  of 
Idumea.  The' first  notice  of  him  is 
in  Job  ii :  11.  In  company  with 
Eliphaz  and  Bildad,  he  comes  to  Job 
to  sympathize  with  him  in  his  sorrows. 

to  mourn  with  and  to  comfort  him.' 
He  formed  an  unfavorable  opinion  of 
Job,  and  twiee  spake  against  him. 
His  first  address  to  Job  is  chapter  xi. 


and  the  second  is  chapter  sx,  &c. 
He,  with  the  other  two,  were  charged 
with  having  spoken  wrong  words 
against  Job  and  against  G-od,  and  (he 
divine  wrath  was  kindled  against 
him;  but  he  with  his  companions 
wore  pardoned  in  answer  to  Job's 
prayers.    Job,  xlii. 

ZUAB— [Zn'-ar,]  small. 

Was  of  the  tribe  of  Issachav,  and 
the  father  of  Nathaniel,  the  prince, 
who  assisted  Moses  in  numbering  the 

tribes  of  Israel.     Amu.  i:  8. 

ZUPH—  That  observes,  roof. 

Zupii  was  a  Levite,  and  is  referred 
to  in  1st  Chron.  vi ;  35,  as  one  of  the 
ancestors  of  the  prophet  Samuel.  He 
is  also  referred  to  in  1st  Sam.  i :  1,  in 
the  account  given  of  Elkanah,  Sam- 
uel's father;  and  in  1st  Sam.  ix:  5, 
we  have  the  country  or  city  of  Zuph 
referred  to.  It  is  likely  that  it  was  a 
country  or  city  settled,  or  possessed 
by  descendants  of  Zuph,  and  named 
in  honor  of  him.  Here  the  prophet 
Samuel  lived,  and  was  consulted  by 
the  son  of  Ivish  regarding  the  asses 
of  his  father,  that  lie  and  liis  servant 
were  hunting. 

ZUR,  1— [Zgi',1  stone,  plan,  form. 

Zua  was  the  father  of  Oozbi;  and 
one  of  the  five  princes  of  Midian,  who 
were  slain  bv  tho  Israelites,  when  Baa- 
lam  fell.     Num.  ssv:   15;  sssi;  8. 

ZUR,  2— Stone, plan, form. 

Sim   was   the   son   of   Jehicl,    the 

founder  of  G-  i  b  e  o  n .     I  st  Chronicle.?, 


ZUEIEL-rZu'-ri-elJ  the  rock,  or 
slraiglh  qf  God. 
ZiritiEL  was'  the  son  of  Abihail  and  a 
chief  of  the  Merarite  Levites,   at  the 

time  of  tho  exodus  from  Egypt     JSum- 


ZTJEISHADDAI-[Zu-ri-shad'-da-i,] 
the  Almighty  -h   my   rock,   splen- 
dor, beauty. 
Zimisi-IADDAI  in  referred  to  in  Num. 
i :  6,  as  tho  father  of  Shelumiel,  of  the 
tribe  of  Simeon.     As  Sheiuniioi  was  a 
prince  of  the  tribe,  it  is  likely  that  his 
father  had  occupied  a  prominent  place 


ait. 
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EMBRACED  Till",  .UKXUIAPITY  OF  UNNAMED  PERSONS, 


Abel — the  Wise  Woman  of.  _ 

Sheba  raised  an  insurrection  in  the 
kingdom  of  Israel,  and  gained  a  party 
against  David  their  king.  Abishai 
and  Joab  follow  him,  and  learning 
that  he  is  in  the  city  of  Abel,  they 
besiege  it  with  a  view  of  destroying 
it.  About  the  time  they  had  raised 
their  embankment,  and  had  their 
munitions  of  war  ready  for  the  attack, 
this  wise  woman  of  Abel,  who  was 
probably  a  governess  in  the  city — de- 
manded a  conversation  with  Joab. 
She  said,  "  Say,  I  pray  you,  unto  Joab, 
come  near  hither,  that  I  may.  speak 
with  thee."  2d  Sam.  xx:16.  Joab 
came  near  and  she  plead  with  him  to 
spare  the  city— urging  that  they  were 
not  enemies  to  David,  neither  did 
they  sanction  the  insurrection  of 
Sheba.  Joab  asked  for  a  proof  of 
the  fact,  that  they  had  no  sympathy 
with  the  inanrrectionist3— by  putting 
Sheba  to  death  aud  giving  him  evi- 
dence that  he  wan  executed,  or  else 
deliver  his  person  to  him.  She  told 
Joab  that  she  would  see  to  it,  that 
Sheba  was  executed  and  his  head 
should  be  thrown  to  him  over  the 
wall.  She  then  went  unto  the  people 
and  in  hor  wisdom  spake  to  them. 
She  showed  them  tho  propriety  of 
their  fulfilling  this  promise  at  once. 
that  their  city  might  he  delivered, 
They  accordingly  executed  Sheba  and 
threw  his  head  over  tho  wall  to 
Joab. 

A'ltnu'.krh'n  Mother. 

This  woman  was  a  secondary  wife  of 
the  famous  Gideon,  who  delivered  Is- 
rael from  the  Midiaritcs  and  the  chil- 
dren of  the  East.  Gideon  had  many 
wives  and  many  sons.  Judg.  viii:  30  ; 
;' And  Gideon  had  three-score  and  ten 


sons  of  his  body  begotten,  for  he  had 
many  wives." 

This  woman  being  a  secondary  wife, 
her  son  Abimeleeh  eould  not  inherit 
with  the  Bona  of  Gideon's  other  wives. 
It  is  supposed  this  woman  knew  of  the 
laws  of  inheritance,  and  yet  she  desired 
that  it  should  bo  different  in  the  case 
of  her  son,  and  hence  designedly  named 
him  Abimeleeh,  which  signifies,  "My 
father  is  king."  She  desired  that  her 
■;<m  should  bo  raided  to  tho  government; 
and  it  is  quite  likely  that  she  acted  a 
prominent  part  in  tho  revolution  that 
was  gotten  up  and  prosecuted  amongst 
ihc  men  of  Shcchem,  which  resulted  in 
the  death  of  all  the  sons  of  Gideon  ex- 
cept Jotham,  tho  youngest,  who  hid 
himself  and  so  escaped  the  n 


Abimeleeh' s  Murderer. 
The  murderer  of  Abimeleeh  was  a 

woman.  Ho  had  been  a  very  wicked, 
aspiring,  and  bloody  wretch.  In  or- 
der to  assume  the  authority,  ho  had 
slain,  in  one  place,  seventy  half- 
brothers,  and  would  have  killed  Jo- 
tham if  he  had  not  hid  himself.  He 
had  not  reigned  three  years  until 
those  who  had  selected  him  turned 
against  him.  Ho  fought  with  the 
Saeehemites  and  murdered  them  in 
large  numbers ;  and  hearing  that  a 
thousand  of  thorn  had  fled  to  the  tem- 
ple of  Baal-Bcrith,  he  followed  them 
there.    He  t ' 


midst  of  the  city  to  which  many  had 
fled  for  safety.  He  gathered  fuel  and 
was  about  to  set  fire  to  it,  so  as  to  suf- 
focate and  destroy  those  who  had  fled 
to  it,  "when  a  certain  woman  casta 
piece  of  millstone  upon  Abimelech's 
head,andall  to  brake  hisskull."  She 
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saw  the  oppressor  and  murderer  from 
the  top  of  the  tower  where  she  was, 
and  hurling  the  piece  of  millstone 
down  it  struck  liim  and  fractured  his 
skull.  Whether  she  was  recognized 
by  Abiin.cloeh,  nud  hci' intention  "un- 
derstood before  she  threw  it,  wo  can- 
not tell ;  but  ho  seems,  after  having 
received  the  fracture,  to  know  who 
had  done  it,  for  he  ordered  the 
young  man,  his  armor -bearer,  "  draw 
thy  sword  and  slay  me,  that  men  say 
not  of  me  a  woman  slew  him."  He 
felt  that  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to  be 
killed  by  a  woman  —  and  ho  feared 
that  if  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemy  thus  wounded,  they  would  put 
him  to  cruel  torture.  In  compliance 
with  his  request  his  armor-bearer 
thrust  him  through,  and  he  died. 
Thus  wo  heboid  the  judgment  of  God 
visited  upon  this  wicked  man  and  the 
cruel  8hccliemite3.  He  fell  by  the 
hand  of  a  woman,  for  if  his  armor- 
bearer  had  not  thrust  him  through, 
he  would  have  died  from  the  fracture 
experienced  by  the  stone  hurled  on 
him.     Judge--!,  ix:  515. 

Abraham's   Tn.uuwl  Servants. 

There  were  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  of  them  aimed  by  Abraham 
to  pursue  after  the  confederate  kings 
who  had  conquered  the  cities  of  the 
plain  and  taken  Lot  and  his  family 
prisoners.  These  trained  servants  of 
Abraham  were  joined  with  Aner, 
Eshcol  and  Manire,  with  all  the 
forces  that  they  could  muster,  for 
they  were  confederate  with  Abraham. 
This  company  overtook  the  conquer- 
ing kings  and  smote  them,  and  recap- 
tured the  prisoners  and  spoils,  and 
biYiv.I.a  ilieni  hide  again. 

His  trained  servants  were  ail  born 
in  his  own  house.  They  were  his 
family,  and  all  of  them  had  been 
under  the  salutary  restraints  of  the 
pious  patriarch,  of  whom  God  had 
said:  I  know  Abraham  that  he 
will  command  his  household  after 
him."    Gen.  xiv. 


Am.al-I;U<; — he    v. 

self  as  Saul's  Murderer. 
This  Amalekite  was  a  young  man 
who,  in  his  report  to  King  David  of 
the  Gilboa  battle,  professed  to  havo 
ended  the  sufferings  of  Saul  while  dy- 
ing from  his  wounds  on  the  battle-field ; 


and  he  brought  the  crown  which  he 
had  taken  from  the  head  of  the  fallen 
king,  and  the  bracelet  from  his  arm, 
and  laid  them  before  David  as  evidence 
that  his  report  was  true. 

The  report  given  of  Saul's  death  in 
1st  Sam.  xxxi :  3-5,  Pays  that  he  asked 
his  armor-bearer  to  thrust  him  through 
with  the  sword,  that  he  might  not  be 
abused  and  killed  by  the  Thilistinea 
who  would  shortly  pass  over  the  field  ; 
but  his  armor-bearer  would  not,  there- 
fore Saul  took  his  sword  and  fell  upon 
it,  and  so  killed  himself.  As  evidence 
that  he  did  kill  himself,  it  is  said, 
"  when  his  armor-bearer  saw  that  Saul 
was  dead,  he  fell  likewise  upon  his 
sword  and  died  with  him."  And^et 
this  young  Amalekite  says  he-dew  him. 

The  slrong  probability  is  that  this 
report  of  his  to  David  was  a  base  fab- 
rication, gotten  up  under  the  impres- 
sion that  David  would  honor  him  ;  but 
In  this  bo  was  mistaken.  The  future 
kin;*  of'T-vael  chary.!  ihe yoiui^Ainid- 
ckite  with  killing  the  Lord's  anointed, 
and  took  his  own  testimony  as;  evidence 
of  his  guilt — or  rather,  executed  him 
on  his  own.  confession.     David  called 
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Angel   to/to     arrested     Abraham    on 
Mount,  Morion. 
Abraham,  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
mmand,  had  gone  to  Mount  Moriah, 
company  with  Isaac.    The  prepara- 
tions for  the  sacrifice  had  been  made, 
the  altar  was  erected,  the  tire  and  wood 
prepared.    And  Isaac  spoke  unto  Abra- 
ham, hisftthcr,  and  paid,  "My father;" 
andhesaid,  "hereamI,inyson."  And 
he  said,  "behold  thefireand  the  wood; 
but  where  is  the  Lamb  for  a  burnt 
offering?"    And  Abraham  said,   "my 
son,  Ced  will  provide  himself  aLambfoT 
a  burn  i.  offering."  Abraham  then  bound 
Isaac  and  laid  him  upon  the  altar,  then 
stretched  forth  his  hand,  with  the  knife 
in  it,  to  slay  him, 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  called  to  him 
out  of  heaven,  and  bade  him  spare  his 
son,  approved  him  for  his  obedience, 
provided  a  ram  in  the  stead  of  Isaac, 
and  looked  o  n  while  the  good  man 
offered  it  to  God,  in  the  stead  of  his 
son.  The  angel  then  called  to  him  a 
second  time,   and  confirmed,   in  the 
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most  solemn  manner,  the  promise  of 
blessings  to  himself  anil  Ms  family  and 
to  the  nations  of  earth,  in  a  Savior  that 
;ilin:i!il  eonie  of  his  family. 

The  angel  that  appeared  here  to 
Abraham,  was  the  same  person  who 
was  represented  by  the  offering — the 
Lord  Jehovah,   the  Jesus  Christ 
the  Kow 


Angel  who  appeared  to  Hagar. 

When  Hagar  fled  from  the  face  of 
her  mistress  into  (he  wilderness,  and 
sat  hy  a  fountain  of  water,  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  found"  lie.',  aud  bade  her 
return  and  submit  herself  unto  Sarai, 
giving  her  the  promise  of  a  son,  and 
assured  her  that  his  posterity  should 
be  a  mighty  multitude.  The  angel 
gave  her  the  name  Islimael,  for  her 
coming  son,  and  gave  as  the  reason, 
"  Because  the  Lord  has  heard  thy  af- 
fliction." She  looked  upon  the  angel 
as  the  Lord  Jehovah,  for  sho  called 
his  name,  "Thou  God  seest  me.'1 
And  sho  called  the  well,  where  he  ap- 
peared unto  her,  "Beer-lahai-roi,"  the 
well  of  him  which  liveth  and  seeth 
me.    Genesis,  xvi:  1-14. 

F  o  -u  r  to  en  years  after  this,  Ilagar 
was  wandering  about  in  search  of  wa- 
ter to  save  her  life,  and  dying  sou 
Ishmael.  In  her  extremity,  the 
angel  of  the  Lord,  tlio  same  angel 
than  talked  with  her  and  told  her  of 
Ishmael  called  to  her  out  of  Heaven, 
and  confirmed  the  covenant  that  had 
been_  made  years  before.  Ho  bade 
her  lift  up  the  dying  boy,  and  assured 
her  that  he  should  be  the  head  of  a 
£-!■(■■; it  Tuition.  While  she 
act  of  lifting  up  her  son  i: 
to  the  command  of  the 
eyes  wcro  opened  and  she  saw  a  foun- 
tain of  water.  "Sho  went  and  filled 
the  bottle  with  wa.ter,  and  gave  the 
lad  drink."    " 


Angdwho  appeared  to  Gideon. 

When  the  Israelites  were  greatly 
alarmed  because  the  Midianitcs  and 
the  Aroalekitcs,  and  the  children  of 
the  East,  threatened  them  with  destruc- 
tion, they  cried  unto  the  Lord  for  de- 
liverance. And  the  Lord  heard  them 
and  sent  a  prophet  unto  them  to  re- 
prove them  and  to  instruct  them.  Eut 
God  determined  to  deliver  them  out  of 
the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  an  an- 
gel appeared  to  Gideon,  the  son  of  Jo- 
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ash,  with  a  commission.  Tins  angel 
aceosted  Gideon  with,  "  The  Lord  is 
with  thee,  thou  mighly  man  of  valor." 
lie  expressed  fears  as  to  his  being  able 
to  deliver  his  people  with  so  great  an 
army  against  them  ;  but  his  fears  were 
allayed  and  all  his  objections  removed 
hy  the  miracles  that  were  wrought  be- 
fore his  eyes,  and  hy  the  counsel  given 
him  by  the  an^cl.  Gideon,  desiring  to 
express  his  regards  for  the  angel,  earn- 
estly entreated  him  to  tarry  awhile 
until  ho  made  ready  a  present.  Be 
made  rcadya  repast  consisting  of  a  kid, 
unleavened  cakes,  and  broth,  and 
brought  it  out  to  tho  angel.  When  he 
brought  them  he  presented  them  to 
the  angel,  who  bade  him  offer  them 
as  a  sacrifice,  and  he  took  part  in  the 
offering.  As  Gideon  took  the  flesh  and 
(■ho  unleavened  cakes  and  laid  them  on 
the  rook,  and  poured  out  the  broth, 
the  angel  put  forth  the  end  of  his  staff 
and  touched  the  flesh  and  the  unleav- 
ened cakes,  and  immediately  there  rose 
up  fire  out  of  the  rook  and  consumed 
the  sacrifice,  when  the  angel  d  '  " 
from  him. 

Gideon  seems  to  have  5 

that  he  who  appeared  thus  to  him  and 
did  so  wondrously,  was  a  divino  person. 
If  it  was  not  Jehovah  himself  it  was 
his  representative  angel.  Ho  said, 
"Alas!  0,  Lord  God  I  for  becauso  I 
have  seen  an  angel  of  the  Ldd  face  to 
face."  He  feared  that  ho  would  die, 
hut  his  fear;"!  were  allayed  hy  a  declara- 
tion from  the  Lord  that  he  should  not 

From  tho  importance  of  the  work  to 
which  Gideon  was  hero  commissioned, 
and  from  tho  wonderful  acts  that  were 
performed  bv  the  angel,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  this  was  the  covenant  angel 
—the  Lord  Jehovah  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, who  so  frequently  manifested 
,elf  in  the  ofiioe  of  an  angel. — ■ 


Angel  wlto  appeared  to  Marmak's 
Wife. 
While  the  wife  of  Manoah  was  alone 
in  the  field,  her  attention  way  arrested 
by  the  appearance  unto  her  of  the  angel 
of  the  Lord.  Her  own  representation 
lo  her  husband  of  the  visitor  was,  "  A 
man  of  God  came  unto  mo,  and  his 
countenance  was  like  the  countenance 
of  an  angel  of  God,  very  terrible." 
She  was  so   awed  by  the  appearance 
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and  presence  of  the  angel,  thai;  she  did 

not   ask   who  ho  was,  or  whence  he 
came. 

The  wife  of  Manoah  had  no  children 
and  tho  object  of  the  angel's  missio 

;■:  to  infiM-ivi  her  thai,  i'no  s-hivakl  la 


mother,   and  that  her  o 


■■jiYiin;  t: 


;   that  ho  thou];!  he  a   pvodi;:y 

of  human  strength,  and  tin;  deliverer  (jf 
Israel  out  of  the  hands  of  tho  Philis- 
tines.  Theangelinstructed  her  as  to  her 
own  habits  until  the  child  was  hoi 
"Brink  not  wine,  nor  strong  drink,  a__... 
cat  not  any  unclean  thing."  Ho  then 
instructed  her  as  to  tho  character  of  her 
child:  that  he  should  l>e  a  Nassarite  unto 
God  from  his  birth,  and  there  should 
come  no  razor  upon  his  head.  She  in- 
formed her  husband  of  all  that  the  angel 
had  said,  and  lie  earnestly  entreated  the 
Lord  that  the  angel  might  return  unto 
Mm  again,  and  repeat  the  instructions 
iiL'j.t  h;<d  been  given, 

Accordingly  the  angel  appeared  to 
tho  woman  again,  as  she  sat  in  the  field. 
She  immediately  ran  and  told  he;-  hus- 
band, who  went  out  to  see,  and  con- 
verse with  tho  heavenly  visitor.  He 
gavo  to  Manoah  all  tho  instructions  he 
had  previously  given  to  bis  wife, 
^■■.''ii;:  tho  child. 

Tho  instruction;;  being  finished,  Ma- 
noah proposed  to  detain  the  angel  while 
he  prepared  a  repast.  Flis  visitant  did 
not  object  to  being  detained,  but  ob- 
jected locating  with  him,  and  proba- 
bly proposed  to  him  to  make  an  offer- 
ing unto  the  Lord,  and  he  would  take  a 
part  in  it.  When  Manoah  asked  after 
his  name  he  refused  to  give  it,  but  as 
tho  kid,  with  the  meat  offering,  was 
provided  and  brought  to  tho  altar, 
v/hii.'h  consisted  of  a  intone  imbedded  in 
the  earth  in  the  field,  "the  angel  of 
the  Lord  did  wondrously,  and  Manoah 
rind  his  wife  looked  on."  He  took  an 
important  part  in  the  solemn  sacrifice. 

As  the  offering  was  placed  there, 
the  angel  caused  fire  to  come  out  from 
the  rock  and  consume  it,  and  as  tho 
flame  ascended  up  to  Heaven,  and  the 
astonished  man  and  woman  looked  on 
the  angel,  he  entered  it,  and  amid  its 
curlings  ascended  up  into  heaven.  Jnd. 
sin:  3-10. 

This  angel  was,  in  all  probability,  the 
same  one  that  appeared  to  Moses  at  the 
burning  bush ;  to  Joshua,  as  a  man  of 
war;  to  Gideon,  and  touched  the  rock 
with  tho  end  of  his  staff,  from  which 


came  out  fire  that-  e 

fice.     It  was  the  Lord  Jehovah  ol  ___ 

Old  Tegument;  the  Jesus  Christ  of 
the  Wow  Testament.  And  it  may  be 
that  the  namo  asked  for  by  Manoah, 
and  kept  back  by  tho  angel,  is  referred 
to  in  his  wondrous  act.  "And  his 
name  shall  be  called  wonderful."  Isa- 
iah, is  r  13. 


Angel  of  the  Lord  lilmp'jig  Oif-Ifirud- 
red  and  Eighty -fixe  Thousand 
A;::i>;  liana. 
HezeMah,  the  king  of  Judah,  was 
greatly  troubled  and  distressed  cm  ac- 
count of  the  great  army  of  Sennach- 
erib, and  the  insulting  taunts  and 
threats  that  had  been  levelled  at  him. 
At  length  Isaiah  predicts  the  des- 
truction of  Sennacherib's  host.  A 
very  insulting  letter,  was  sent  to  the 
king  of  Judah  to  induce  him  to  sur- 
render—this  letter  was  taken  to  the 
temple  and  spread  before  tho  Lord, 
It  was  the  subject  of  Hezckiah's 
earnest  prayer.  That  prayer  was 
heard  and  answered,  and  the  prophet 
Isaiah  was  sent  to  him  to  assure  him 
that  it  was  answered  and  that  Jeru- 
salem shotdd  ho  delivered  and  the 
Assyrians  destroyed.  That  very  night 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  went  out  and 
smote,  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
soldiers-^cmietly  and  with  the  swift- 
ness of  lightning,  the  angel  of  death 
passed  through  the  camp  and  touched 
this  mighty  host,  and  they  died  with- 
out creating  enough  disturbance  to 
wake  the  sleeper:;)  around  them,  or 
attract  the  attention  of  the  guard. 
1  And  in  the  morning-when  they  arose 
:arly,  behold  they  wero  all  dead 
corpses."  One  tent  after  another  was 
reported  from,  where  a  soldier  was 
found  dead,  until  when  they  came  to 
number  and  lay  their  dead  there  were 
fouud  to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  thousand.     2d  Kings,  sis:  35. 

Angels  —  Three  Entertained  hy  Ab- 
raham. 
Abraham  was  dwelling  in  the  plains 
of  Mamre,  and  at  mid-day  he  was  sit- 
ting in  the  door  of  his  tent,  and  lift- 
'  ik  up  his  eyes  he  saw  what  seemed 
i  be  three  men.  They  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  wearied  travelers  and 
Ms  sympathies  wore  roused  for  them. 
Rising  from  his  seat  he  ran  to  them, 
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and  gave  an  earnest  invitation  to 
them  to  rest  and  be  refreshed  in 
his  teat,  before  they  pursued  their 
journey  farther.  It  may  be,  that  they 
made  as  though  they  would  go  fur- 
ther, to  test  the  strength  of  Ins  feel- 
ings toward  a  wearied  stranger  which 
led  Mm  to  insist  that  they  should  not 
go,  but  come  in  and  enjoy  his  hospi- 
tality. They  were  persuaded  to  tarry 
in  his  (out,  a '.id  lie  brought  water  (o 
wash  their  feet,  and  at  onee,  witt  " 
assistance  of  hi.;-!  wife,  prepared  i 
past,  Abraham  gave  divEe-tion:; ; 
the  quantity  of  meal  to  ho  usei 
making  cakes,  viz.,  three  measures— 
and  ho  himself  killed  and  dressed  a 
ealf.  He  than  took  the  newly  baked 
bread,  the  dressed  calf  end  butter  and 
milk,  and  set  it  before  them ;  and  they 
did  eat  while  he  stood  under  the  oak 
of  Mamre,  near  the  tent,  and  engaged 
in  an  interesting  conversation,  during 
which  we  may  suppose  the  Patriarch 
learned  that  they  were  angels;  for 
one  of  them  declared  to  him  that 
Sarah,  his  wife,  should  have  a  son, 
though  he  wait  ninety-nine  years  of 
age,  and  his  beloved  Sarah  was  also 
very  aged— yet  they  should  be  blessed 
with  a  son.  lie  who  made  this  pro- 
mise to  Abraham  and  Sarah,  though 
in  tho  form  of  a  man,  was  the  Lord 
Jehovah — tho  angel  of  the  covenant 
This_ intelligence  tilled  the  soul  of  the 
Patriarch  with  gladness,  and  he  was 
loath  to  part  with  the  strangers  whom 
he  had  entertained  as  angels,  "  un- 
awares." Accordingly  as  they  roso  to 
leave  his  tent,  and  journey  toward 
Sodom,  ho  determined  to  accompany 
them  a  part,  at  least  of  tho  way. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  the 
covenant  angel  determined  to  divulge 
to  him  tho  object  of  tho  mission  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  viz.,  to  des- 
troy the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah. 

As  soon  as  Abraham  learned  this 
he  l>ecame_  interested  for  the  doomed 
cities.  His  kinsman  Lot  lived  there 
and  his  family,  and  the  cities  had 
many  inhabitants.  He  addressed  the 
angel,  whose  true  character  he  now 
understood,  on  behalf  of  the  people 
devoted  to  destruction.  He  asked 
him  if  there  were  fifty  righteous  in 
the  city,  if  he  would  not,  for  their 
sakes,  spare  them  all ;  his  petition  was 
answered  according  to  his  desire.     He 
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then  asked  if  there  were  but  forty- 
five,  then  forty,  then  thirty,  then 
twenty,  and  finally  ten— this  last  peti- 
tion was  answered  as  l.io  desired,  and 
he  left  off  to  intercede  for  them, 
thinking  surely  there  are  ten  that  fear 
God;  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken. 
The  covenant  angel  then  left  Abra- 
ham, and  deputized  his  attendants  to 
so  on  to  Sodom  where  Lot  dwelt  and 
hasten  his  escape  and  the  escape  of 
his  family  before  fire  from  Heaven 
consumed  tho  city.  They  accordingly 
went  and  arrived  at  evening.  Lot  saw 
thorn  as  they  entered  the  gate  and 
rose  up,  for  he  was  sitting  in  or  near 
tho  gate,  and  met  them  with  expres- 
sions of  respect,  and  immediately 
urged  them  as  strangers  to  tarry  at 
his  house  for  the  night.  In  order  to 
test  his  sincerity  they  made  as  though 
they  would  abide  in  the  street  all 
night,  and  not  impose  upon  a  private 
family.  Lot  pressed  them  earnestly, 
and  they  went  in.  He  procured  water 
and  they  washed  their  feet,  after 
which  he  provided  a  repast  and  they 
partook  of  it. 

These  two  angels  had  been  observed 
by  some  of  the  men  of  Sodom  as  they 
entered  tho  city,  and  in  their  wicked- 
ness they  determined  to  do  them  vio- 
lence that  night;  accordingly  as  night 
came  on,  a  mob  was  raised  that  beset 
the  house  of  Lot,  and  they  demanded 
of  him  the  men  that  were  lodging 
with  him.  The  good  man  tried  to 
pacify  them  but  failed.  He  even  went 
out  of  the  house  and  shut  the  door 
after  him,  and  stood  there  for  some 
time  expostulating  with  them.  They 
even  threatened  him  with  violence 
and  rushed  at  his  door  to  break  it 
down.  In  this  they  failed,  and  the 
angels  from  within  rescued  Lot  from 
their  hands  and  power;  they  opened 
tho  door  and  pulled  !iim  in,  and  then 
smote  the  rebel  crowd  with  blindness, 
partial  if  not  entire,  so  that  they 
could  not  find  the  door  of  the  house. 

'i'lie  aiiffc';-!  t'.icii  cviicied  into  conver- 
sation willi-  Lot  regarding  bis  family 
and  relationship,  and  learned  that  his 
two  daughters  were  espoused  to  hus- 
bands; and  they  directed  him  to  gather 
them  together  and  take  them  out  of 
the  city,  for  the  object  of  their  mission 
was  to  destroy  it.  Lot  accordingly 
sought  and  obtained  an  interview  with 
'■■  wnB-in-law,  and  urged  them  to  ac- 
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company  him  out,  but  he  seemed  to 
them  as  one  that  mocked,  and  they 
would  not  go.  As  soon  as  the  morning 
came  the  angels  hastened  Lot  and  his 
wife  and  two  daughters  out.  They 
were  somewhat  slow;  it  may  be  the 
young  women  were  loth  to  leave  their 
betrothed  behind  them ;  but  the  angels 
took  hold  of  tlie  hand  of  Lot  and  his 
wife  and  Ma  two  daughters  and  brought 
them  forth  and  set  them  without  the 
city,  and  urged  them  to  escape  for  their 
lives.  They  accompanied  them  to  the 
outskirts  of  Sodom,  then  returned  to 
destroy  tbo  city.  They  seemed  to  mani- 
fest the  most  intense  anxiety  for  the 
welfare  of  Lot's  family,  urging  them  to 
flee  to  the  mountains,  and  not  look 
bn.elc  (it  tarry  hi  all  the  plain. 

When  Lot  desired  to  go  to  Zoar,  the 
nngd  permitted  him  to  do  so,  in  the 
stead  of  going  to  the  mountain,  and 
urged  him  to  go  quickly.  When  Lot 
and  his  family  were  thus  saved  (except 
his  wife,  who  was  disobedient  and  was 
punished),  the  angels  returned  from 
them  and  executed  the  divine  decree 
by  overthrowing  the  four  cities  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  Admah  and 
Zeboim.     Gen.  xviii  and  six. 

Babylon — the  Queen  of. 

When  Belshaznar  had  heen  engaged 
a  part  of  the  night  in  his  sacrilegious 
feast,  and  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall 
alarmed  himl  he  had  failed  to  find  any 
among  the  wist;  men  of  Babylon,  that 
could  read  the  writing.  The  queen 
came  into  the  banquet  house,  Daniel, 
v :  10,  and  reminded  the  king  of  Dan- 
iel, who  possessed  wisdom,  and  had 
been  promoted  to  honor  by  the  former 
king  of  Babylon.  She  entreats  the 
king  not  to  be  discouraged  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  wiso  men  of  Babylon,  for 
Daniel  had  more  than  once  rendered 
service  (o  his  grandfather,  and  would 
help  him.  Belshazzar  credited  what 
she  said,  and  had  Daniel  called,  who 
read  the  writing  and  gave  him  the  in- 
terpretation thereof.  The  queen  gives 
Daniel  a  very  high  character,  "  a  man 
in  whom  is  the  spirit  of  the  holy  gods." 
She  says  further  of  him,  "Light  and 
unJcrstatidisjj,',  and  wisdom,  like  the 
wisdom  of  the  gods,  is  found  in  him." 
She  paid  further,  that  NebuchadncKiar, 
his  father,  had  made  "  him  master  of 
the  magicians,"  and  then  she  expresses 
herconfidenceinDaniel,  bysaying,  "let 


him  bo  called  and  he  will  show  the  in- 
terpretation." She  had  no  doubt  but 
the  king,  by  applying  to  Daniel,  would 

get  the  desired  information.  She  was 
not  mistaken,  as  the  sequel  proves. 

./'it'i'i  ■■/■■'  ho-  ;'h.t:  Child  of. 

This  child  was  illegitimate,  Bath- 
sheba  being  the  wifo  of  Uriah,  an 
officer  in  David's  army.  The  king  of 
Israel  sinued  against  God  in  this  mat- 
ter, for  which  God  was  angry  with 
him,  and  by  the  prophet  Nathan  sorely 
reproved  him.  It  was  not  long  after 
Uriah  was  dead,  :mil  Tki.hsheba  be- 
came David's  wife,  until  the  child  was 
born ;  and  while  it  was  yet  an  infant 
it  was  struck  with  a  disease  of  which 
it  died  in  seven  days. 

Though  David  was  very  penitent 
for  his  sin.  and  c;ii-ii'j::;L-:v  mii'loro*!  the 
Lord  for  the  life  of  the  child,  yet  the 
child  died,  and  the  king  of  Israel 
comforted  himself,  after  its  departure, 
with  the  glorious  doctrine  of  immor- 
tality— conscious,  happy  existence 
after  death,  and  reunion  of  friends  in 
Heaven :  '  I  shall  go  to  him,  but  lie 
shall  not  return  to  inc."  2d  Samuel. 
sii :  12-23. 

Gain's  Wife. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  conjecture 
or  speculate,  regarding  this  woman,  as 
to  who  she  was,  and  what  natural  re- 
lation she  sustained  to  Cain,  before  they 
were  husband  and  wife.  Sho  is  intro- 
duced to  our  view  as  the  mother  of 
Enoch.  Gen.  iv:  17.  "And  Cain 
knew  his  wife,  and  sho  conceived  and 
bare  Enoch."  She,  was,  in  all  proba- 
bility, associated  wi  ib  Cain  in  dedicating 
this  son  to  God,  that  he  might  minis- 
ter hi  the  priest's  office  for  their  family- 
Cain,  his  father,  h;>ing  excluded  from 
it,  for  the  crime  which  he  committed, 
in  Hio  iiiuricr  of  hit  brother. 

Willie  we  may  suppose  that  Cain 
heartily  repented  of  his  sin,  and  gave 
evidence  to  some  extent  of  his  repent- 
ance by  dedicating  Enoch  to  God, 
yet  we  may  suppose  that  very  much 
of  the  religious  instruction  that 
Enoch  received  in  his  early  childhood 
and  youth  was  imparted  by  his  mo- 
ther. She  instructed  him  in  the 
things  of  God,  and  impressed  his 
mind  and  heart  with  the  importance 
of  the  position  he  was  to  occupy  and 
the  important  part  lie  was  to  act  in 
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the  family,  via.,  that  of  priest.  And 
she  looked  with  joy  upon  him  as  he 
developed  his  character  and  com- 
menced his  devotion  to  God,  and  the 
interest  of  the  family 'as  then-  priest, 
which  devotion  continued  for  more 
III1.' n  three  lumJ.'.'cd  years. 

Knowing,  as  she  did,  that  her  hus- 
band was  debarred  the  privilege  of 
officiating  as  priest,  she  rejoiced  that 
her  son  Enoch  was  accepted  of  God 
in  his  stead. 

Cci'ii-amv'tisli,  Woman, 

She  is  brought  (o  our  view  in  Matt. 
sv  :  22.  St.  Mark  calls  her,  in  vii :  26. 
a  Syro-Pbemcian  woman.  The  reason 
why  she  is  called  thus  probably  was, 
she  lived  in  Pbcnecia,  which  at  that 
time  was  looked  upon  as  making  a  part 
of  Syria,  and  was  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  jjovernor  of  Syria, 

This  woman,  according  to  Christ's 
own  declaration,  was  one  of  the  most 
noted  personages,  tor  faith,  that  is 
brought  to  our  view  in  the  Gospels. 
According  to  one  of  the  Evangelists, 
Jesus  said  to  her,  '•{),  woman,  great  is 
thyfaith!" 

This  Can  a  sin  iti  ah.  woman  had  beard 
of  Christ's  healing  power — of  wonder- 
ful cures  ho  had  performed—and  she 
believed  ho  had  power  to  heal  her 
daughter,  who  was  "  grievously  vexed 
with  a  devil"  Her  address  to  Christ 
expressed  the  most  intense  feeling : 
"  Have  mercy  on  me,  0  Lord,  thou  son 
of  David!"  and  then  she  opened  the 
case  to  him.  He  whom  she  addressed 
heard  her,  and  in  his  feeling  heart 
there  was  sympathy  for  and  to  her. 
But  he  seemed  not  to  regard  her— to 
appearance  paid  no  attention  to  her. 
T>is  disciple.-;  were  annoyed,  and  asked 
him  to  "send  her  away."  He  did  not 
comply  with  their  request,  for  he  de- 
sired to  let  them  see,  what  ho  was  al- 
ready acquainted  with,  viz.  :  that  this 
woman  had  strong  faith  in  him.  It 
maybe  the.y  were  willing  for  the  mas- 
ter to  dismiss  her  after  granting  her 
request,  as  was  his  custom  ;  and  possi- 
bly they  thought  aha  had  no  claims 
upon  him  as  she  was  a  Canaanitish 
woman,  and  hence  they  desired  him  io 
send  her  away.  Though  he  did  not 
answer  her,  yet  he  did  answer  his  dis- 
ciples. His  answer  may  have  been  in- 
tended as  a  partial  rebuke  to  them  : 
but  as  it  was  given  in  her  hearing  she 
31 


seemed  to  be  somewlrat  inspirited  by 
it,  for  she  approached  nearer  and  wor- 
shiped him,  and  with  all  the  earnest- 
ness of  her  soul,  said,  "Lord,  help 
me."  She  felt  that  her  ease  was  im- 
portant ;  and  though  she  heard  him 
say,  "I  am  not  sent  but  to  the  lost 
tribes  of  the  house  of  Israel,"  she 
could  not  give  it  up.    It  was  not  on  h 


part  granting  the  request  of  his  disci- 

'    i— lie  did  not  openly  spurn  her,  and 

would  not  take  what  be  bad  said 


refusal  to  help. 

The  Savior  then  noticed  her,  and  ad- 
dressing her  for  the  first  time,  said, 
"It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's 
bread  and  cast  it  to  the  dogs."  This 
seemed  to  be  virtually  classing  her  with 
those  of  the  heathens  whom  the  Jews 
denominated  dogs,  whilo  they  rejoiced 

tlieriTipeilation  of  children.   This  did 


her  own  favor.  She  made  a  plea  from 
it  for  help.  She  said,  "  Truth,  Lord, 
but  the  dogs  cat  of  tho  crumbs  that  fall 
from  their"  master's  table."  She  did 
not  ask  to  be  put  on  a  level  with  the- 
Jews ;  but  in  the  abundance  of  miracle 
he  was  performing  for  the  Jews,  she 
begged  that  he  would  pity  and  help, 
her,  by  curing  her  daughter. 

The  disciples  had,  probably,  been 
looking  on  with  astonishment  while 
their  master  and  this  woman  were  in 
conference.  They  saw  the  force  of  her 
reasoning,  and  tho  expressed  earnest- 
ness of  her  soul.  I  imagine  they  recog- 
nized her  faith  as  she  thus  developed  it. 


The  f'i'ihful  pro,.  . 
reproved  King  Ahaziah  for  inquiring 
of  Baalzebub,  the  God  of  Ekron, 
whether  he  should  recover  of  his  dis- 
ease, as  though  there  was  no  God  in 
Israel  to  inquire  of.  And  in  addition 
to  the  reproof,  Ahaziah  was  informed) 
through  his  messengers  that  this  man 
had  said  he  should  not  come  down 
from  that  bed  on  which  he  was  gone 
up,  but  should  surely  die.  Tho  king 
of  Israel  became  enraged  at  this  and 
sent  a  captain  with  a  company  of  fifty 
soldiers  to  take  Elijah.  The  prophet 
sat  upon  the  top  of  a  hill  and  awaited 
the  coming  of  the  soldiers.  The 
eaptain  accosted  him  with,  "  Thou 
man  of  God,  the  king  hath  said  come 
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down."  Elijah  did  not  come  but  called 
fire  down  from  heaven  to  eonsunio  the 
c:;-[|jLi!*ii  ;iri:i  hi-  iil'iy  soldiers  As-::/- 
iah,  undaunted  by  this  circumstance, 
and  determined  to  tako  him,  went 
another  captain  with  a  company  of 
fifty— they  also  were  consumed  by  fire 
from  heaven.  Ho  then  sent  the  third 
captain  "with  his  company.  This  offi- 
cer, we  may  suppose,  feared  God  and 
fully  believed  that  the  prophet  was 
under  the  protection,  of  the  God  of 
Israel.  Oue  hundred  men  and  two 
commanding  officers  had  been  de- 
stroyed, and  he  feared  lest  he  and  hie 
company  should  meet  with  a  similar 
fate,  and  yet  as  an  army  officer  he 
dare  not  fail  to  follow  instructions, 
lie  according  approached  the  hill 
whore  Elijah  v>-m  and  plead  with  him 
for  his  life  and  the  life  of  his  men. 
He  fell  on  his  knees  before  the 
prophetund  besought  him,  saying,  "O, 
man  of  God,  I  pray  thee  let  my  life 
and  the  life  of  these  fifty,  thy  servants, 
be  precious  in  thy  sight."  As  though 
he  had  said,  I  fear  thy  God  who  has 
manifested  his  power  in  thy  protec- 
tion, and  in  the  destruction  of  more 
(han  a  hundred  men— now  give  ur. 
to  rne  for  the  God  who  has  thus  pro- 
tected thee  will  save  thee  from  the 
wrath  of  the  king,  oven  in  his  very 
presence.  Elijah  then  received  direc- 
tion from  an  angel  of  the  Lord  to  gc 
and  appear  before  Abaziah.  He  did 
so,  and  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  the  king  repeated  what  he  had  de- 
clared to  his  messengers.  The  cap- 
tain by  addressing  Elijah  as  ho  did 
saved  his  own  life,  and  the  life  of  the 
company  he  commanded.  2d  Kings, 
i:  y.15. 

Captain  of  the  Lord's  Bast. 

Joshua  had  led  the  children  of  Is- 
rael across  the  Jordan,  and  was  about 
to  enter  upon  the  conquest  of  the 
land  of  Canaan.  Under  the  Divine 
direction,  he  circumcised  the  males 
of  the  children  of  Israel,  for  all  their 
men.  of  warwho  had  been  circumcised 
in  Egypt  had  died  in  the  wilderness, 
and  none  of  those  who  were  born 
after  they  left  Egypt  were 
eised. 

After  this  Joshua  bad  the  Feast  of 
the  Passover  observed  and  kept  with 
solemn  ceremony.  The  manna  with 
which  they  had  been  fed  in  their  wil- 


.   .       :e  ceased  to  fall,  and  Ihey 

began  to  eat  of  the  produce  of  the 
land.  Joshua,  feeling  that  all  things 
were  iu  readiness  for  the  work  before 
him,  having  his  army  in  readiness  for 
battle — seems  to  have  started  out  on 
a  rcconnoitering  expedition  toward 
Jericho,  which  was  to  be  his  first 
battle  ground  and  conquest.  He  was 
probably  alone  as  he  nearcd  the  city, 
and  may  have  been  indulging  fears 
that  he  could  not  take  the  strong  city, 
or  if  he  succeeded  at  all  it  would  be 
with  extreme  difficulty.  All  at  once 
a  man  stood  over  against  him  with  a 
sword  drawn  in  his  hand.  He  looked 
;  the  warrior  a  moment,  and  then  as 
bold  courageous  general,  drew  near 
him  and  asked  the  significant  ques- 
tion, "  Art  thou  for  us  or  for  our  ad- 
versaries." The  answer  came  to  him 
from  the  warrior  "  Nay,  but  as  cap- 
tain of  the  Lord's  host,  am  I  now 
como."  The  leader  of  Israel  was 
satisfied  at  once  that  he  who  stood 
before  him  was  a  divine  personage 
and  at  once  "  fell  on  his  face  to  the 
earth  and  did  worship,"  He  then 
asked  for  instructions  from  him  who 
thus  addressed  him.  "  And  the  cap- 
tain of  tho  Lord's  host  said  unto 
Joshua,  Loose  thy  shoe  from  off 
thy  foot;  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
staiiclcstisholy,  :ind  Joshua  did  so." 
It  can  hardly  ho  supposed  that  this 
__an  of  war  was  a  created  angel — else 
Joshua  would  not  have  worshiped 
him.  Who,  then,  was  it?  It  was  the 
samo  person  who  appeared  to  Moses 
at  the  base  of  Ilorcb  more  than  forty 
years  before,  and  commissioned  him 
to  emancipate  his  down- trodden  coun- 
trymen. Almost  the  same  language 
is  used  to  J  oshua.  that  had  been  used 
to  Moses  by  the  i"  am  who  spake  to 
him  from  out  the  burning  bush.  It 
was  the  Jehovah  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment who  appeared  thus  to  Joshua 
as  a  man  of  war.    Joshua,  v :  13, 15. 

Children— Forty-two    Killed   by   two 

Elisha.  was  on  his  way  to  Bethel, 
and  was  recognized  as  the  successor 
of  the  noted  prophet  Elijah,  by  those 
who  committed  offences  here,  and 
were  punished  with  death.  Thcywho 
arc  called  children  here  are  supposed 
to  have  been  young  men.  They  had 
at  least  attained  an  age  which  marked 
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them  ass  accountable  for  their  conduct. 
■Some  have  supposed  that  tiiey  were 
students  in  a  select  school  established 
<iq  that  road,  and  that  the  prophet 
was  passing  their  school  house,  aud 
being  observed  by  them  they  called  to 
mind  the  recent  circumstance  of 
Elijah's  translation,  and  the  mocking 
language  which  they  used  had  refer- 
ence to  the  upward  flight  of  that  holy 
man  to  heaven.  'L  Go  up  thou  bald 
head;  go  up,  thou  bald  head."  If 
so,  their  sin  was  blasphemy,  aud  their 
punishment,  sevcro  as  it  was,  was  not 
more  than  the  crime  deserved.  The 
■prophet  recognized  their  great  crime, 
and  turning  to  them  "  cursed  them  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  voice 
of  Elisha  had  but  just  fallen  upon 
their  ear  in  this  fearful  languago  when 
two  she  bears  came  out  of  the  wood 
and  attacked  and  destroyed  forty-two 
of  them. 

!  t  has  bcon  thought  by  some  that 
instead  of  these  young  men  being  in 
attendance  on  it  school,  they  had  been 
engaged  in  the  woods,  out  of  which 
tho  bears  came,  in  hunting,  and  these 
two  she  bears  had  been  robbed  of 
their  whelps  by  them,  and  with  the 
ferocity  that  belongs  to  a  bear  thus 
robbed  they  rushed  upon  and  de- 
stroyed them.    2d  Kings,  ii :  23,  25. 

D«m-:H  Po.:->"*~rd  <■■/  Divination. 

We  read  of  this  damsel  in  the  six- 
teenth chapter  of  the  Acta  of  the 
Apostles.  It  seems  after  Lydia  was 
converted,  aud  invited  the  apostle  to 
abide  at  her  house,  he  left  his  former 
lodging,  aud  went  to  her  residence  to 
tarry  awhile ;  and  while  he  was  going, 
this  maid,  possessed  of  a  spirit  of  div- 
ination, met  him,  and  began  to  follow 
him  with  his  companions,  Tmkc,  Silas 
and  Timothy,  and  sho  cried  as  she 
followed  them— "These  men  are  the 
servants  of  the  most  high  God,  which 
show  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation." 
She  did  not  thus  follow  them,  and  cry 
i  hour,  or  a  day  only;  but  she 


of  her  f o  1 1  o  w  i  n  g  and  crying  after 
them,  and  .grieved  lest  Satan  should 
use  this  to  their  hurt,  by  causing  the 

{eople  to  imagine  that  they  were  in 
eague  with  evil  spirits ;  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  com- 
manded the  evil  spirit  to  come  out  of 


the  damsel.  The  spirit  obeyed,  and 
came  out  of  her.  By  her  soothsaying 
slip  had  brought  her  masters  much 
gain.  When  they  saw  that  sho  would 
no  longer  be  of  advantage  to  them  in 
making  money— that  fchehope  of  theii 
gains  was  gone  — they  caught  Paul 
and  Silas,  and  in  their  rage,  drew 
them  into  tho  market-place,  with  a 
view  of  accusing  them.  The  multi- 
tude was  excited  against  them,  and 
they  wore  beaten  and  imprisoned;  but 
their  imprisonment  resulted  in  tho 
conversion  of  the  jailor. 

As  this  damsel  was  delivered  out 
of  tho  hands  of  Satan  by  the  power 
of  Christ,  it  is  quite  likely  sho  became 
a  lover  of  Christ's  cause,  and  lived 
and  died  a  votary  of  it. 

Dead  Man  raised  to  Life  by 


The  inhabitants  of  the  land  where 
Elisha's  tomb  was,  were  being  invaded 
by  bands  of  Moabites.  One  day,  while 
they  were  engaged  in  burying  a  man, 
an  alarm  was  given  to  the  iunural  train 
by  tho  appearance  of  one  of  these  ma- 
rauding parties.  They  were  just  pass- 
ing the  sepuloher  of  Elisha,  which  was 
open,  and  through  fear  that  tlicywould 
he  overtaken  by  the  band,  they  threw 
tho  body  into  Elisha's  grave,  intending, 
it  may  LC,  after  the  danger  .was  passed, 
to  take  it  out  and  bury  it  where  they 
bad  contemplated  burying  it.  As  soon 
as  the  form  of  the  dead  man,  prepared 
for  burial,  touched  tho  hones  of  the 
prophet,  it  was  restored  to  life.  This 
is  the  first  and  only  miracle  performed, 
where  the  bones  of  a  dead  man  were 
the  instrument.     2d  Kings,  siii:  20, 21. 

Elect  Lady. 

She  was  a  Christian  woman— a  holy 
matron  who,  with  becoming  diligence 
had  served  the  church.  She  was  gen- 
erally known,  and  as  generally  loved  in 
tho  church.  The  apostle  Jolin,  when 
very  aged,  wrote  his  epistles,  tho  first 
to  tho  Jewish  Christians  in  general,  and 
the  second  to  tho  Elect  Lady,  while  the 
tliiid  w-is  imLruii  to  Gaius. 

Prom  tho  epistle  to  this  lady,  wc 
learn  that  John  loved  her,  as  the 
Christian  religion  requires  love  to  one 
another,  and  that  she  was  of  good  re- 

Sort  among  all  the  Christians.  Her 
evotion  to  God  and  the  interests  of 
tho  infant  church  was  known  and  ad- 
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mired.  It  would  seem  from  the  fourth 
verse  of  the  epistle  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  a  family  and  that  her  child- 
ren mere  some  of  them  "walking  ii)  the 
truth.''  If  the  apostle  refers  to  her 
natural  children,  then  ire  would  .judge 
some  of  them  wove  converted,  mid  wove 
honoring  God  by  living  holy.  If  ho  is 
referring  to  her  spiritual  children,  as  a 
deaconess  in  the  church,  then  ive  gather 
that  some  of  them  were  adorning 
their  profession.  He  exhorts  them 
earnestly  to  love  one  another ;  gives 
various  instructions  for  their  spiritual 
benefit,  and  closes  the  epistle  by  ex- 
pressing a  purpose  to  pay  her  and  her 
family  a  visit  shortly.  The  Elect  Lady 
was  then  an  eminent,  honorable  Chrie- 

Endor—  Witch  of. 

This  was  a  woman  that  had  escaped 
the  slaughter  that  Haul  had  visited 
those  with  who  professed  to  be  in 
possession  of  familiar  spirits,  by 
which  they  could,  tell  future  events, 
and  have  eommumeauoiL  with  spirii.;?. 


In  !;;(.  Sam.  : 


:S,  it  is 


■mV'Aih! 


Saul  had  put  away  those  that  had  fa- 
miliar spirits,  and  the  wizard,  out  of 
tbelancf." 

She  lived  at  Endor,  a  city  in  the 
valley  of  Jezrecl,  not  very  far  from 
where  Saul  and  his  army  were  en- 
camped the  night  before  tiic  battle  of 
Gilboa  was  fought.  Saul  saw  the  host 
of  the  Philistines,  and  was  afraid. 
Their  army  was  probably  larger  than 
his,  and  their  preparations  for  war 
were  superior,  and  their  position  in 
the  contemplated  battle  had  advan- 
tages which  led  him  to  fear.  But  the 
strongest  grounds  for  his  fears  was  so 
expressed  in  the  sixth  verse,  when  he 
enquired  of  the  Lord.  "  The  Lord 
answered  him  not  neither  by  dreams, 
nor  by  IJrim,.nor  by  prophets."  The 
Lord  had  departed  from  him,  and  was 
about  to  visit  him  with  judgments. 
With  his  dreadful  forebodings  of 
coining  ill,  and  no  communications 
with  God,  he  bade  his  servants  f.eek 
him  out  "a  woman  that  hath  a  fa- 
miliar spirit,  that  1  may  go  to  her  and 
enquire  of  her."  His  servants  told 
him  of  the  one  who  had  lived  at  En- 
dor.  He  disguised  himself,  and  with 
two  of  his  aids,  who  probably  were 
also  disguised,  he  went  that  night  to 
see  the  woman,  and  inquire  of  her. 


He  informed  her  as  soon  as  he  ar- 
rived, for  what  inteut  he  had  eome, 
and  demanded  of  her,  or  through  her, 
communication  with  a  departed  spirit. 
The  woman  made  objection,  and  ex- 

iu-essed  her  suspicions  that  they  were 
sying  a  snare  for  her  life.  Saul  as- 
sured her  that  was  not  the  case,  and 
pledged  himself  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  to  stand  between  her  and  all 
danger  of  that  kind. 

She  then  ashed  him  what  spirit  she 
should  bring  up,  and  he  said,  "Bring 
me  up  Samuel."  Soon  Samuel  ap- 
peared, but  he  was  not  brought  up  by 
the  woman,  but  by  the  power  of  God. 
The  Almighty,  against  whom  Saul 
had  sinned,  saw  fit  to  send  the  spirit 
of  the  prophet  to  the  king,  and  Sam- 
uel once  more  communicated  with 
him.  When  the  real  form  of  Samuel 
appeared  to  the  eye  of  the  woman, 
she  »a:;  frightened,  ''  aud  cried  with  a 
loud  voice.  The  fact  just  then  was 
communicated,  in  some  way,  to  her, 
that  the  person  who  had  applied  to 
her,  was  the  king  himself,  and  she 
asked,  ''Why  hast  thou  deceived  me, 
for  thou  art  Saul."  As  yet  the  king 
saw  nothing,  and  asked  the  frightened 
worn  ail  !o  describe  iv  him  this  appear- 
ance, and  she  did.  Saul  was  satisfied 
that  it  was  Samuel.  The  communi- 
cation that  Samuel  made  to  him  was 
solemn  and  affecting.  "Moreover 
the  Lord  will  also  deliver  Israel  with 
thee  into  the  hand  of  the  Philistines ; 
aud  to-morrow  shalt  thou  and  thy 
sons  be  with  me ;  the  Lord  also  shall 
deliver  the  hosts  of  Israel  into  the 
baud  of  the  Philistines."  What  a 
solemn  revelation  to  bo  made  to  a 
troubled  king,  by  the  spirit  of  him 
who  had  anointed  him  to  be  king,  aud 
been  the  prophet  of  Israel  almost 
through  his  entire  reign. 

Saui  was  very  deeply  affected  and 
fell  with  his  whole  length  upon  the 
ground  in  a  swoon,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time.  As  soon  as  he  was  re- 
covered, sho  offered  him  such-  succour 
as  his  exhausted  nature  needed,  and 
such  as  humanity  would  dictate  to  pro- 
vide, and  offer  to  one  in  the  condition 
of  Saul.  But  he  refused  to  eat.  His 
two  servants  that  were  with  him  joined 
in  with  the  woman  to  persuade  him  to 
eat.  And  though  his  appetite  and 
strength  was  gone,  he  yielded  to  their 
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The  Raman  had  a  fat  calf,  and  she 
hastened  to  kill  and  dress  it,  and  she 
baked  unleavened  bread,  for  there  was 
not  tune  to  prepare  leavened  bread,  and 
she  brought  it  beibrc  Saul  and  his  ser- 
vants, and  they  did  eat,  after  which 
they  arose  and  went  away  to  the 
camp. 

It  is  thought  by  some,  that  this  wo- 
man had  power  or  control  of  spirits, 
and  that  she  brought  Samuel  from  the 
Spirit  world  to  the  conversation  with  (he 
King  of  Israel,  if,  indeed,  Samuel  ap- 
peared. The  history  undoubtedly  war- 
rants the  conclusion,  that  Samuel  did 
actually  appear.  But  he  was  sent  mir- 
aculously by  the  mercy  of  God,  for  the 
purpose  of  ouco  more  bringing  the  gins 
of  Saul  to  remembrance ;  and  warning 
him  of  hia  approaching  death,  "to- 
morrowthou  and  thy  sons  shall  be  with 
me. ' '  How  solemn  (lie  revelation.  The 
king  was  so  fully  advised  thus  of  hia 
uppro  aching  death,  that  ho  had  an  op- 

Eortunity  for  making  preparation,  that 
o  would  not  have  had,  if  he  had  not 
thus  been  visited  by  Samuel.  What 
an  eventful  night  was  that  for  Saul. 
He  had  .j  nst  encamped  with  his  soldiers, 
found  out  this  woman,  received  the  re- 
velation from  God,  recovered  from  the 
swoon,  ate  bis  last  meal,  and  hy  morn- 
ing reached  the  camp,  changed  the 
clothes  that  disguised  him,  .for  bis  field 
armor,  when  the  enemy  were  ready  for 
Sght,  and  at  the  head  of  the  hosts  lie 
fell  in  battle.  And  what  an  eventful 
night  for  the  "Witch  of  Endor."  The 
men  called  on  her  and  made  known  the 
object  of  their  visit.  Suspicions  were 
roused  and  srader  them  she  trembled, 
lest  they  were  trying  to  ensnare  her 
and  bring  about  her  death.  The  fact 
was  revealed  to  her  that  she  was  in  the 
presence  of  the  king,  wliomi.iie  feared. 
Unexpectedly  to  her  Samuel  actually 
appeared.  The  king  swooned  in  her 
house,  and  afterward  cat  that  which 
she  had  provided. 

EwMoCs  Wife. 

The  only  account  we  have  of  this 
woman  is  contained  in  Emk.  xxiv :  IS- 
IS, from  which  wo  may  suppose  she 
was  much  beloved  by  her  husband,  and 
that  her  death  was  a  terrible  calamity 
to  him1 — a  deep  and  dark  dispensation 
■of  divine  providence. 

Ezc  kiefs  wife  died  suddenly  iu  the 
CTening  of  a  day  that  he  had  spoken 


unto  tbe  people  in  the  morning,  and 
bad  declared  thai  trod  was  about  to  de- 
stroy their  city  ay  the  Chaldeans,— 
making  his  wife's  death,  which  would 
bo  a  sore  trial  to  him,  represent  this 
sore  calamity  to  them.  As  his  wife, 
"the  desire  of  his  eyes,"  should  be 
taken  away  with  a  stroke,  so  their  city 
and  sanctuary,  which  was  the  desire  of 
their  eyes,  should  bo  suddenly  taken 
from  them  and  destroyed. 

There  is  something  very  peculiar  in 
this  account  of  the  death  of  the  proph- 
et's wife.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
she  had  committed  sin  for  which  she 
must  die,  or  that  the  prophet  had  com- 
mitted sin  which  must  be  punished  by 
this  terrible  trial ;  but  God,  in  his  infi- 
nite wisdom,  saw  fit  thus  to  afflict  Eze- 
kiel,  in  the  sudden  death  of  his  com- 
panion, and  then  gave  him  directions 
as  to  how  he  was  to  be  exercised  under 
tile  aHietion,  in  order  to  teach  lessons 
to  the  people  for  practice. 

God  said,  '■Neither  shalt  thou 
mourn  nor  weep,  neither  shall  thy  tears 
run  down.  Forbear  to  cry,  make  no 
mourning  for  the  dead,  bind  the  tire 
of  thy  head,  upon  thee,  and  put  on  thy 
shoes  upon  thy  feet,  and  cover  not  thy 
lips,  and  eat  .not  the  bread  of  men."' 

Here  we  may  suppose  that  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  death  of  Ezokiel's  wife, 
were  to  learn  that.no  private  affliction 
could  equal  this  public  calamity  that. 
for  their  sins,wasto  be  brought  upon 
them.  Esekicl  taught  them  that  in 
this  calamity  they  were  to  do  as  he  had 
done— not  complain  of  God  for  th.ua 
dealing  with  them ;  but  they  should 
not  cover  their  lips,  or  eat  the  bread  of 
men ;  their  tires  should  be  upon  their 
heada,  and  their  shoes  upon  their  feet; 
they  should  not  mourn  nor  weep,  nor 
pine  away  for  their  iniquities,  nor 
mourn  one  towards  another. 

Sadad's  Wife. 

We  have  the  history  of  Hadad  the 
Bdemite  in  1st  Kings,  xi :  14.  This 
man  became  an  adversary  of  King 
Solomon,  but  when  ho  was  in  Egypt 
with  Pharaoh,  to  whom  he  had  fled 
when  he  was  a  little  boy,  he  did  not 
make  known  his  intention  to  oppose 
the  king  of  Israel.  He  saw  that 
Pharaoh  was  at  peace  with  Solomon 
aud  had  given  him  his  _  daughter  to 
wife,  and  hence  kept  his  opposition 
from,  the  knowledge  of  the  king  of 
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Egypt.  And  Pharaoh  gave  liim  to 
wife  the  sister  of  hi:!  own  wife.  So 
that  Hadad's  wife  was  the  sister  of 
the  queen.  And  this  woman  became 
for  Eadad  the  mother  of  Genubath, 
who  was  raised  up  in  Pharaoh's 
household. 

IJiirld  of  Gaza. 

This  woiDM,  of  whom  we  have  an 
account  in  Judges,  xvi :  1,  was  proba- 
bly an  inn-keeper,  or  the  keeper  of  a 
house  of  entertainment  in  the  city  of 
Gaza.  She  may  have  been  a  very 
honorable  woman,  and  the  mistress 
of  a  reputable  house  of  entertain- 
ment, and  Samson  stopped  (here  for 
the  night  as  a  weary  traveler.  Ho 
was  a  man  of  note,  and  an  avowed 
enemy  of  the  Philistines,  and  they 
lay  in  wait  for  him  to  kill  him  ;"  : ' 


Harlots  Asking  for  Judgment. 

We  have  the  account  of  them  and 
their  application  to  King-Solomon  for 
judgment  in  1st  Kings,  iii:  16,  28. 
They  both  lived  in  one  house,  and 
each  was  delivered  of  a  child  about 
the  same.  time.  The  one  that  came 
to  the  king  to  plead  for  her  child 
says :  The  third  day  after  her  ehild 
was  born,  the  other  was  delivered  of 
a  child,  and  she  overlaid  it.  And 
after  sbo  found  that  her  ehild  was 
dead,  then  she  arose  and  took  my  son 
and  laid  her  dead  child  in  my  bosom 
in  the  stead.  "When  she  arose  in  the 
morning,  or  awaked  from  the  sleep  of 
the  night— the  dead  child  was  laying 
by  her ;  but  when  she  came  to  look  at 
it  closely,  behold  it  was  not  her  son. 
Slio  charged  the  woman  with  having 
done  as  above  stated.  She  bitterly 
denied  they  came  to  Solomon  for 
judgment;  the  case  was  such  a 
one  that  it  admitted  of  no  formal 
proof,  "  there  was  no  stranger  with  us 
in  the  house."  They  were  alone  at 
the  time  the  transaction  charged  took 
place.  The  ease,  as  thus  presented  to 
the  king,  was  certainly  a  difficult  one  ; 
but  ho  wry  ib.ii!.  ihi>  itu'uenioss  ilihL 
affection  of  the  real  mother  might  be 
tested,  and  so  the  fact  be  developed 
as  to  which  of  the  two  was  the  mother 
of  the  living  child.  After  hearing 
the  ease  he  gave  his  decision,  which 


appearance  a  very  striin?:o 
decision.  "Divide  the  living  child 
and  give  half  to  the  one,  and  half  to 
the  other."  Then  the  woman  that 
came  to  the  king  for  redress,  said  to 
him,  "  0,  my  Lord,  give  her  the  living 
child.  ii!!.:l  in  no  (vise  slay  it,"  She 
said  this  because  her  bowels  yearned 
over  it  as  her  own  son.  King  Solo- 
mon marked  her  feeling.  Be  saw 
how  much  rather  she  would  give  up- 
her  own  son,  than  that  he  should  be 
slain.  The  language  in.  import  wag. 
"Spare  the  life  of  my  sou,  even  if  I 
am  not  to  he  known  as  its  real  mother." 
But  the  other  woman,  not  suspecting 
of  the  wise  kins:  in  ibis  deci- 
sion, said,  addressing  herself  to  the 
woman  she  had  robbed :  "Let  it  be 
neither  mine,  nor  thine,  but  divide 
it,"  This  expression  condemned  the 
woman  and  settled  the  matter,  that 
she  was  not  the  mother  of  the  child. 
Maternal  affection  had  been  fairly 
tested  and  developed.  Solomon  says, 
"  Give  her  the  living  child,  and  in  no- 
ise slay- it ;  she  is  the  mother  ilisrc- 
P."  The  suit  was  decided  in  favor 
of  the  complainant. 

Herodias— Daughter  of. 

Her  name  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Salome,  and  she  was,  probably,  the 
daughter  of  Philip,  Herod's  brother. 
It  i'.-i  supposed  that  A.risloliulus,  the 
brother  of  Herod  and  Philip,  was  the 
father  of  Herodias ;  hence,  her  daugh- 
ter sustained  the  relation  of  niece  to 
Herod,  who  was  now  her  husband. 

Herodias  had  become  enraged  at 
John  the  Baptist,  because  be  had  re- 
proved her,  and  she  meditated  revenge. 
Herod,  for  her  sake,  had  bound_  John 
and  put  Mm  in  prison.  Matt,  xiv  :  3 : 
"  For  Herod  had  laid  hold  on  John  and 
put  him  in  prison,  for  Herodias' s  sake, 
his  brother  Philip's  wife.." 

During  the  time  that  John  was  in 
prison,  Herod's  birthday;  came,  and 
was  observed,  probably,  with  feasting  ; 
and  in  the  midst  of  the  pleasures  of 
the  day,  the  daughter  of  Herodias 
came  into  the  apartment  of  the  palace 
where  Herod  was,  and  danced.  There 
was,  in  all  probability,  a  large  company 
of  the  king's  admirers,  who  were  in- 
vited guests  to  his  birthday  feast,  pres- 
ent with  him,  when  the  young  dancer 
entered  and  entertained  them  with  her 
performance  of  dancing.     Herod  proh- 
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ably  admired  the  beauty  of  her  person, 
and  listened  to  the  expressions  of  ad- 
miration of  the  company  ;  but  he  was 
pleased  with  her  performance  as  a 
dancer,  and  joined  with  his  guests  in 
lauding  the  young  woman.  But  be 
went  further  than  mere  laudations  and 
admiration — under  the  excitement  of 
the  occasion  ho  rashly  promised,  with 
an  oath,  that  he  would  give  her  what- 
soever she  would  ask. 

How  foolish  was  Ii-i-s  proposition,  ami 
what  a  decree  of  weakness  did  it  show! 
Mark,  vi  :  23:  "Whatsoever  thou 
slialt  ask  of  mo  I  will  give  it  thec.  unto 
the  half  of  my  kingdom."  She  went 
immediately  to  her  mother  to  confer 
with  her  as  to  what  she  should  ask. 
Her  mother  was  not  slew  to  give  her 
an  answer:  "My  daughter,  ask  the 
head  of  John  the  Baptist."     Her  yen- 


Srisoned,  she  desired  his  death.  The 
angliter  and  dancer  went  in  to  Herod 
with  haste,  partaking  of  her  mother's 
spirit  of  hatred  to  John,  and  said, 
"Give  me  here  .John  the  Baptist's 
head  in  a  charger."  What  a  request 
for  a  beautiful  young  lady  to  mate  to 
a  king  enamored  with  her  beauty  and 
skill  in  dancing !  Behead  John  the 
Baptist,  and  bring  me  evidence  of  flic 
fact  that  he  is  beheaded,  by  producing 
the  head  in  a  charger,  that  I  can  see  it 
— that  my  mother  may  see  it,  and 
trace  the  lineaments  on  the,  distorted 
countenance  of  the  man  who  dared  to 
reprove  her  for  choosing  to  become 
your  wife  1  No  wonder  that  the  king 
was  sorry,  since  her  request  was  so 
cruel,  that  he  made  the  promise ;  and 
sorry  because  he  knew  that  John  was 
an  honorable  and  high-minded  man, 
and  correct  in  the  reproof  he  adminis- 
tered. But  Herod,  for  his  oath's  Kike, 
sent  a  n  executioner  and  beheaded 
John,  and  they  brought  the  head  in  a 
charger  and  gave  it  to  her,  and  she 
gave  it  to  ker  mother. 

It  is  said  that  this  young  woman 
came  to  her  death  by  falling  or  break- 
ing through  the  ice  no  which  she  w:i; 
walking,  and  that  the  ice  closed,  aftei 
her  body  had  passed  through,  severing 
her  head  from  her  shoulders. 

JJi  tit. —  Donqli  tirrs  of. 

They  embittered  the  life  of  Re- 
bekah,  the  wife  of  Isaac,  as  we  learn 


from  Genesis,  xx vii :  46.  "Bcbekah 
said  unto  Isaac,  I  am  weary  of  my 
life  because  of  the  daughters  of 
Heth,"    &c.      ltebokah   had   been 

brought,  from  Mesopotamia  by  Abra- 
ham to  be  the  wife  of  Isaac,  and  she 
■catly  desired  that  Jacob  who  was 
3T  favorite,  should  go  fo  Padan-aram 
and  get  a  wife  of  his  own  relation- 
ship. She  eeeim;  to  bo  afraid  that  the 
daughters  of  Ilcih  would  so  win  upon 
Jacob's  feelings,  that  he  would  do  as 
Esau  had  done,  marry  among  them. 
For  Esau  had  married  a  Hittite  wo- 
man. If  she  was  not  really  afraid, 
-.he  pretended  to  be.  hence  Isaac  sent 
■Jacob   to  his   kindred   to   procure   a 

Tsimc'i;  Ri'i-vants. 

Wo  have  an  aecoui.it  of  these  ser- 
vants when  Isaac  dwelt  in  Gerar.  He 
bad  secured  the  respect  of  Abimelech. 
the  king,  and  was  permitted  to  dwell 
in  the  land,  while  the  king  gave  a 
strict  command  to  bis  people  not  to 
molest  cither  Isaac  or  his  wife.  Thus 
protected  and  encouraged,  ho  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  taking 
care  of  his  flocks  and  herds;  and  it  is 
said  of  him :  "  He  sowed  iu  the  land 
and  received  in  the  same  vcar  an  hun- 
dred fold."  His  flocks  and  herds 
were  very  extensive,  and  his  store  of 
servants  was  large,  insomuch  that  the 
people  of  (he  land  envied  him ,  and  in 
all   probability   they  were   afraid   of 

The  king  of  Gerar  besought  Isaac 
to  go  from  him,  giving,  as  his  reason, 
"for  thou  art  mightier  than  wo.1. 
Accordingly  he  went  and  pitched  in 
the  valley  ;  and  he  set  his  servants  to 
digging  wells  of  water  or  opening  up 
the  wells  that  Abraham  digged  when 
he  was  there,  which  the  Philistines 
bad  filled  up;  and,  in  addition  to 
reopening  the  wells  of  Abraham, 
"Isaac's  servants  digged  in  flic  valley 
and  found  there  a  well  of  springing 
water."  When  the  herdmen  of  Gerar 
saw  their  success  in  procuring  water, 
they  claimed  it  and  secured  it ;  where- 
upon Isaac's  servants  digged  another 
well ;  and  that  was  taken  from  them, 
also.  They  then  dug  the  well  Eeho- 
botli  and  were  permitted  to  enjoy  it. 

The  servants  of  Isaac,  we  suppose, 
like  the  servants  of  Abraham,  wore 
his  own  household,  and  were  con- 
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stantly  governed  by  him.  ■  They  per- 
formed for  him  the  labor  of  tilling 
(he  ground,  pasturing  the  flocks  and 
herds,  and  such  other  work  as  Isaac's 
extensive  estate  and  the  eare  of  his 
large  household  demanded,    Genesis, 


J  air  us — Daughter  of. 

JairuB  was  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue 
at  Capernaum,  it,  is  supposed.  He 
was  not,  like  many  of  the  rulers,  an 
enemy  of  Christ's,  as  is  evident  from 
his  conduct  as  narrated  in  connection 
with  the  resurrection  of  his  daughter, 

The  daughter  of  Jairns  was  about 
twelve  _years  of  age  when  she  was 
taken  sick,  and  lay  in  a  dying  condi- 
tion. Luke,  viii:  42.  "For  ho  had 
one  only  daughter,  about  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  she  lay  dying."  "We  sup- 
pose her  father  had  used  all  the 
s  within  his  reach — had  had  the 


ability  to  heal  her,  ___ 
apply  to  him,  and  he  did,  addressing 
him  in  the  most  touching  manner. 
Markv:  23.  "My  little  daughter 
lieth  at  the  point  of  death.  I  pray 
thee  como  and  lay  thy  hand  upon  her. 
and  she  shall  live."  Jesus  attended  to 
his  request  arid  wont  to  his  house.  The 
intelligence  had  reached  them  by  a 
messenger,  before  they  arrived  at  Ca- 
pernaum, that  his  daughter  was  dead. 
But  Jesus  eased  his  strickened  heart, 
by  indicating  that  his  daughter  should 
bo  restored. 

When  (hey  arrived,  the  friends  of  the 
family  who  had  gathered  in,  and  were 
mingling  their  sympathy  with  the  be- 
reaved family,  were  all  put  out  of  the 
apartment  where  the  corpse  was,  and 
taking  his  three  disciples,  Peter,  James 
and  John,  with  the  father  and  mother 
of  the  damsel,  he  entered  the  room. 
"And  ho  took  the  damsel  by  the  hand 
and  saith  unto  her,  talitha-cumi;  which 
is,  being  interpreted,  Damsel  I  say  unto 
thee  arise."  She  obeyed  his  command. 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  delighted 
parents  rejoiced  that  she  lived. 

The  daughter  of  Jairus  is  one  of  the 
few  that  were  raised  from  the  dead  by 
Christ  himself;  and  the  ease  of  herros 
urreetion  was  a  strong  attestation  of  hi 
Messiabship.  How  long  she  lived  ai 
o  know  not,  or  what  was  her 
life  ;   but  we  may 


thai,  with  her  parents,  she  became  a 
firm  believer  in  the  truth  of  Christ's 
mission,  and  never  forgot  the  scene  that 
opened  upon  her  vision  when  sho  Erst 
returned  t< 


.Jephthah' s  Daughter. 
Jephthah  was  the  son  of  Grilead,  but 

his  mother  was  probably  a  Canaanite  ; 


;  the  son  of  a 


of  another  nation— "a  stranger  w 

— his  brothers  would  not  allow  him  to 
inherit  with  them,  and  they  "thrust 
out  Joph'hah."     Judg.  xi :  2. 

The  Ammonites  were  greatly  op- 
pressing the  G-ilcadites,  and  they  de- 
sired deliverance.  On  making  inquiry 
for  a  captain  to  head  them,  Jephthah 
was  spoken  of  as  a  "mighty  man  of 
valor,"  and  sent  for  to  the  land  of  Tob 
to  come  and  light  for  them  against 
Amnion.  They  entered  into  a  covenant 
with  him,  in  which  they  promised  If  he 
would  deliver  them  he  should  be  their 
head.  Jephthah  sent  an  embassy  to 
the  enemy,  and  received  an  answer 
from  them,  to  which  he  replied  in  a 
very  spirited  manner.  His  reply  was 
not  regarded  by  the  enemy,  and  he 
prqinred  far  battle. 

Before  Jephthah  entered  into  battle 
with  his  enemy,  he  made  a  vow  unto 
the  Lord,  Judg.  xi:  30:  "If  thou 
slialt  without  fail  deliver  the  children 
of  Amnion  into  my  hands,  then  it  shall 
be  that  whatsoever  cometh  forth  of  the 
doors  of  my  house  to  meet  roe  when  I 
return  in  peace,  shall  surely  bo  the 
Lord's,  and  I  will  offer  it  for  a  burnt 


Jephthah  obtained  a  great  victory, 
and  elated  with  it  returned  to  Mizpah, 
where  be  lived.  His  daughter  and  his 
only  child  hearing  of  his  victory  and  of 
his  approach  to  the  city,  went  out  to 
meet  him  "with  timbrels  and  with 
dunces."  This  was  not  at  all  strange 
on  her  part,  since  it  was  an  ancient 
custom  for  women  to  ineet  returning 
conquerors  and  honor  them.  Jephthah 
was;  greatly  distressed  when  he  saw  his 
daughter  coming  to  meet  him,  for  the 
vow  ho  had  made  before  fighting  the 
battlo  came  to  his  mind ;  and  address- 
ing himself  to  the  daughter  ho  said,  as 
he  rent  his  clothes,  "Alas,  my  daugh- 
ter 1  thou  hast  brought  mo  very  low, 
and  thou  art  one  of  them  that  trouble 
me  ;  for  I  have  opened  my  mouth  unto 
the  Lord,  and  1  cannot  go  back."    She 
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seemed  to  understand  the  import  of 
her  father's  language,  and  feel  the 
sanctity  of  the  obligation  that  was  upon 
liiui.  She  saw  how  her  father  was 
brought  down,  and  with  the  feelingf!  of 
a,  dtuin.-.i  daughter,  she  said:  "My  fa- 
ther, if  thou  hast  opened  thy  mouth 
unto  the  Lord,  do  to  me  according  to 
that  which  hath  proceeded  out  of  thy 
mouth." 

What  a  picture  is  limn  pre-;ontod  to 
our  minds  of  piety  and  obedience  1 
Though  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  man. 
now  entitled  to  bo  the  head  of  the  Gil- 
eaditcs,  yet  she  was  willing  to  bo  sacri- 
ficed in  the  sense  in  which  the  promise 
of  her  father  demanded  it.  But  she 
gave  the  reason  why  she  should  thus 
Buffer:  "forasmuch  as  the  Lord  hath 
taken  vengeance  for  thee  of  thine  ene- 
mies, even  of  the  children  of  Amnion ;'' 
as  though  she  had  said,  My  father,  if 
thou  didst  promise  the  Lord  that  who- 
soever first  came  forth  from  thy  house 
to  meet  thee  should  ho  sacrificed,  on 
condition  of  victory  over  thine  enemies, 
be  faithful  to  the  Lord  and  fulfill  thy 
vow.  She  asked  but  one  request  of 
her  father,  which  request  was  granted. 
It  was  this:  "Let  me  alone  two 
months,  that  I  may  go  up  and  down 
upon  the  mountain:'  and  bewail  my  vir- 
ginity, I  and  my  fellows."  In  this  re- 
quest it  may  bo  she  simply  asked  the 
privilege  of  visiting  her  acquaintances 
and  female  companions  for  the  space 
of  two  months,  which  she  did,  bewail- 
ing her  virginity — sorrowing,  as  some 
think,  that  she  could  not  bo  a  mother 
in  the  lino  of  the  coming  Christ,  as 
many  of  every  generation  desired  to  be, 
and  but  one  could  be. 

It  is  hardly  likely  that  this  vow  of 
Jcphthah,  though  it,  troubled  him  so 
much,  demanded  the  death,  by  his 
hand,  of  the  daughter.  After  two 
months  had  expired,  she  came  to  her 
father  and  yielded  herself  up  as  a 
sacrifice.  Human  sacrifices  have  al- 
ways been  an  abomination  to  God. 
One  of  the  reasons  given  why  the 
Canaanites  were  driven  out  of  their 
laud  waa,  they  offered  their  sona  and 
daughters  in  the  fire  to  Moloch.  It  is 
not  si  !;el,y  that  ho  committed  an  act  to- 
ward an  innocent  daughter  that  God 
had  condemned  in  the  people  whom 
he  fought,  and  conquered;  Itmaybe 
that  Jeplithali  offered  a  burnt  offering 
to  (he  Lord;  but  au'dy  hi;;  daughter 
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was  not  that  burnt  offering.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  offering^  he  consecrated 
his  daughter  to  God  in  perpetual  vir- 
ginity. In  his  devotion  to  God  and 
ilia  faithfulness  to  perform  Ilia  vows, 
severe  as  was  the  stroke — she  being 
his  only  child— he  gave  her  to  the 
Lord  ■  and  she  knew  no  man,  or  con- 
tinued a  virgin  ail  the  days  of  her 
life.  And  the  probability  is,  that,  as 
long  as  she  lived  (and  no  longer  than 
her  life  lasted)  the  daughters  of  Is- 
rael went  yearly  to  lament  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jephthah,  four  days  in  the  year. 
They  went  to  see  her  aud  comfort 
her. 

Jeroboam —  Wife  of 

She  is  brought  to.  our  view  in  1st 
Kings,  siv,  in  connection  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  sickness  and  death  of 
Abijah,  the  son  of  Jeroboam.  The 
king  tends  his  wife,  disguised  as_  the 
queen,  to  Shiloh  to  inquire  of  Ahijah, 
the  prophet,  what  would  be  the  result 
of  the  child's  sicknu:*.  She,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  wish  of  her  husband 
went,  having  all  the  solicitude  of  an 
anxious  and  alarmed  mother,  regarding 
tho  result  of  a  dtssigerous"  sickness  of 
her  own  son,  for  Abijah  washer  own 
tod,  and  she  bad  looked  with  fond  af- 
fection upon  him,  and  counted  him  the 
successor  to  tho  throne  of  Israel,  of 
Jeroboam,  Iris  father.  She  took  with 
her,  presents  from  the  king,  and 
11  feigned  ken/elf  to  be  another  wo- 
man." The  prophet  was  aged  and  his 
eyes  were  dim,  if,  indeed,  he  was  not 
quite  blind.  But  it  was  revealed  to 
him  by  tho  Lord,  that  the  wife  of  Jero- 
boam was  coming  to  him  to  inquire  of 
him  concerning  her  son.  Ho  detected 
her  as  she  approached,  aud  invited  her 
to  come  in.  Ho  mildly  reproved  her 
for  oiidcavoi-in;;  to  practice  imposition, 
and  immediately  gave  her  the  heavy 
tidings  of  God's  anger  towards  Jero- 
boam, and  liis  determination  to  cut  off 
his  house ;  and  of  the  dishonor  that 
should  come  upon  many  of  his  family. 
And  as  it  regarded  the  child  Abijah, 
bis  sickness  the  prophet  declared  unto 
her  was  unto  death,  and  that  she  had 
seen  her  son  alive  for  the  last  time ; 
'■'  when  thy  feet  enter  into  tho  city,  the 
child  shall  die."  Hence,  before  Jero- 
boam's wife  entered  tho  royal  palace 
and  looked  again  upon  the  little  snf- 
fet'er,  !.;:■:  m-:;ri;.)l  care-:;-,*  wan  ended.  She 
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entered  Tirzah,  and  ay  she  came  to  the 
threshold  of  ihc  door,  tho  child  died, 
and  ali  Israel  engaged  in  honoring  him, 
for  he  was  tho  only  one  of  Jeroboam's 
family,  or  of  this  wife's  children,  that 
eatnc  (>">  the  grave  in  peace. 

Job's  Wife, 

Job's  wife  is  introduced  to  ourno- 
ticc  in  connection  with  the  afflictions 
that  ho  was  called,  for  the  trial  of  his 
faith,  to  pass  through.  She  was  the 
mother  of  tho  coven  sons  and  three 
daughters  of  Job,  and  with  him  was 
deeply  afflioted  at  tho  loss  of  proper- 
ty, servants  and  children.  If,  as  we 
suppose,  they  wore  her  sons  and 
daughters,  she  must  have  felt  exceed- 
ingly sorrowful  when  tho  intelligence 
was  brought  them  that  they  were  all 
dead.  And  while  Job  arose  and 
"rent  his  mantle,"  and  gave,  other 
evidences  of  his  deep  feeling,  she  was 
also  giving  vent  to  the  sorrows  of  her 
heart  in  piercing  cries  and  hitter 
wailings,  though  the  sacred  text  does 
not  enow  it.  But  it  can  hardly  he 
said  of  her  as  it  is  said  of  Job  ;  "  In 
all  this  Job  tinned  not,  nor  charged 
God  foolishly."  The  reason  we  think 
it  cannot  be,  is,  her  conduct  as  nar- 
rated afterwards,  when  (lot!  tried  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  Job's  faith  by 
iiliiiw.lnghhii  to  U:  dllk.ted  with  sere 
boils,  "  from  i'ic  ;ole  of  hi-,  loot  unto 
his  crown,"  so  that  he  became  a  very 
loLiiiisoiLio  object,  and  needed  tho 
eoiiiiMil  and  advice  of  a  wise  friend. 
He  needed  words  of  comfort  poured 
into  his  car  and  upon  his  lacerated 
and  bleeding  heart.  Just  then  his 
wife  ventured  to  counsel  him,  and, 
oh !  what  counsel  for  the  wife  of  a 
good  man  to  give  him:  "  Dost  thou 
still  retain  thine  integrity  ?  Curse 
God  and  die."  "Whatever  the  full 
meaning  of  this  language  is,  it  indi- 
cates aHaek  of  faith  in  God  on  her 
part.  While  his  heart  in  his  afflic- 
tions was  full  of.  gratitude  to  God, 
her  heart  was  filled  with  a  contrary 
feeling.  She  seems  to  be  almost,  if 
not  altogether,  an  infidel.  The  trials 
had  come  heavier  on  her  than  she 
could  bear.  Her  children  were  all 
dead.  Her  husband's  property  was 
gone,  and  ho  afflicted  with  so  loath- 
some a  disease  that  his  friends  all 
shunned  him.  The  prospect  for  her 
Was  that  the  name  of  her  husband 


would  soon  perish,  for  they  had  no 
children  to  perpetuate  it.  Poverty 
stared  them  in  tho  face,  if  her  hus- 
band ever  recovered  of  his  disease. 
Her  patience  was  gone.  Sho  gave 
vent  to  her  fretful  and  murmuring 
feelings  and  counseled  Job  to  "curse 
God  and  die,"  or  as  some  think,  bless 
God  and  die.  But  how  nobly  did 
tho  sufferer  reprove  her:  "Thou 
speak  est  as  one  of  the  foolish  women 
apeaketh.  What?  shall  wo  receive 
good  at  the  hands  of  God,  and  shall 
wenotreeeivo  evil?"  What  philo;  o- 
phy  was  this.  As  though  ho  had  said 
to  her :  My  knowledge  of  God,  of  re- 
ligion, and  of  a  ftrttue  state,  with  our 
condition  in  this  world,  teaches  me 
that  we  are  not  always  to  have  pros- 
perity, and  plenty,  and  health.  The 
God  who  gave  me  property  and  serv- 
ants and  children  and  health,  or 
placed  them  in  my  charge,  has  a  right 
to  take  them  away  when  it  shall 
please  him.  It  may  bv.  that  this  same 
woman  lived  to  sec  Job  again  in  pros- 
perity ;  saw  his  accusers  confounded, 
and  was  the  mother  for  him  of  the 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters  that 
blessed  the  evening  of  his  life. 

Lemuel— Mother  of. 

It  is  not  certainly  known  who  King 
Lemuel  was,  possibly  it  was  Solomon 
himself.  If  so  Bathsheba,  hia mother, 
was  the  woman  who  is  represented  as 
uttering  in  the  cars  of  her  son,  the 
proverbs  recorded  in  Prov.  x  x  x  i . 
This  queen  mother  expostulates  with 
her  son  as  to  Ilia  future  course  of  life. 
Sho  pleads  with  him  especially  to  avoid 
the  two  sins  that  so  often  go  hand  in 
hand,  viz :  drunkenness  and  laseivious- 
ncss.  She  counsels  him  to  do  good 
with  his  wealth,  and  use  his  power  as 
a  mighty  king  in  administering  justice 
with  care,  courage,  and  compassion. 
She  then  gives  him  a  most  glowing 
description  of  a  virtuous  woman,  and 
the  description  is  worth  tho  study  of 
all  women.     10th  and  30th  verses  in- 


~L»ric:rs~!hv  Four  Famishing. 

Benhadad  had  besieged  the  eity 
of  Samaria  and  reduced  its  inhabit- 
ants and  soldiery  to  the  greatest  ne- 

!■■!■■.■■■  iiy,  '"::j'  i'ic  Jicad  of  an  iv.-r-,  wais  hold 
■i or  JV:u i- -:■!..-) re  pieces  of  silver,  while 
the  fourth  part  of  a  cab  of  dove's 
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dung  was  sold  for  five  pieces  of  silver. 
They  were  reduced  to  ouch,  necessity 
that  they  were  dying,  of  starvation, 
and  women  were  eating  their  own 
children. 

The  king  of  Israel  charged  this 
dire  necessity  upon  the  prophet  Eli- 
sha,  and  determined  to  destroy  him. 
The  messengcre  cams  to  take  him  for 
death,  and  the  king,  determining  to 
i.v.e  his  order  executed,  followed  after 
them.  While  at  the  door  of  Elislia'e 
house  he  heard  his  prophecy  declar- 
ing that  on  the  next  day  there  should 
be  great  plenty  in  Samaria:  "A 
measure  of  fine  Hour  shall  be  sold  for 
u  shekel,  and  two  measures  of  barley 
fore  shekel  m  the  gate  of  Samaria." 
One  of  the  king's  aids  that  attended 
him  to  the  prophet's  house,  cod  that 
was  anxious  to  see  him  executed,  told 
flic  king  that  it  was  impossible  ioi' 
Eiis.ba's  declaration  to  ba  fulfilled: 
"If  the  Lord  would  make  windows 
in  heaven  might  this  thing  be?"  Eli- 
iilia  then,  assured  that  man  that  he 
should  see  it  with  his  eyes,  but  should 
not  cat  thereof;  and  in  this  matter 
the  prophet's  declaration  was  fulfilled 
to  the  letter,  for  the  next  day  the  pco- 

51  o  trod  on  him  in  the  gate  that  ho 
ied,  while  they  were  rushing  to  the 
point  to  obtain  the  flour  and  barley 
[hat  was  selling  according  to  the  word 
of  Elisha. 

Purina  the  night,  the  Lord,  by  a 
miracle,  had  alarmed  the  Syrians,  and 
they  suddenly  raised  the  siege  of  Sa- 
maria and  fled,  leaving  their  tents 
and  horses,  and  all  their  equipments 
and  stores. 

There  were  Four  leprous  men  at  the 
gate  of  the  city  in  a  starving  condi- 
tion, and,  in  their  extremity,  they  de- 
termined to  ^ive  themselves  up  to  th< 
Syrians;  for,  if  they  entered  the  ciiy, 
they  knew  they  would  die,  and  "  - 
could  but  die  1  ;y  giving  thornsc'v, 
to  the  enemy  ;  accordingly  they  ; 
and  went  toward  the  camp;  but,  to 
their  astonishment,  when  they  neared 
the  camp,  they  found  no  guards. 
They  came  to  the  tents  and  entered, 
finding  no  occupants,  and  they  saw  no 
men  throughout  the  entire  encamp- 
ment. They  first,  as  starving  men. 
satisfied  themselves  with  food;  then 
they  gathered  up  silver  and  gold,  and 
raiment,  and  went  and  hid  it.     So 

eral  tents.    They 
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determined  to  go  back  to  the 

city  and  report  that  the  Syrian  army 
gone,  but  all  their  tents  and  equip- 
wero  on  the  ground  they  had 
..._n  occupying.  They  went  and  in- 
formed the  guard,  and  soon  the  news 
spread  through  the  city,  and  the  king 
sent  a  small  party  out  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  the  report.  They  followed 
the  alarmed  Syrians  as  far  as  the  Jor- 
dan, and  came  back  to  report  that 
they  found  it  as  the  lepers  ha.d  re- 
ported. Their  enemy  had  fled  from 
their  encampment,  leaving  much  be- 
hind them,  and  the  way  they  had 
gone  was  strewn  with  garments  and 
vessels  which  had  been  cast  away. 

Thus  these  four  lepavjj  were  instru- 
mental in  bringing  relief,  early  that 
day,  to  the  starving  thousands  of  Ss- 
■:-      2d  Kings,  vi,  vii. 

Lev-tic's  Secondary  Wife. 

Tins  Lcvite  was  of  Mount  E'pl.ivaiin, 
...id  bis  concubine,  or  secondary  wife, 
was  of  Bethlehem  Judah.  Judges, 
not  certain  from  the 
_  .._'  this  woman's  case  as 
given,  that  she  was  very  disreputable. 
—  that  -'- "•"-  ~"  —  "~*  "*' 


of 

conjugal  infidelity,  it  maybe  that,  ay 
husband  and  wife,  they  did  not  agree, 
and  mutually  consented  to  separate, 
and  the  woman  returned  to  her  fa- 
ther's house.  If  she  had  been  guilty 
of  the  improprieties  and  wickedness 
that  some  think  she  had,  the  Lcvite 
w  o  u  1  d  not  have  gone  after  her  to 
speak  friendly  to  her,  and  bring  her 
a^aiu  !o  his  house. 

The  father  of  the  woman  aimed 
to  make  up  the  difference  between 
thorn,  and  probably  succeeded  after 
aping  the  Levite  at  his  house  sev- 
.1  days.  He  started  with  her  and 
,  attendants  for  his  house  in  Mount 
Ephraim.  As  they  were  unable  to 
reach,  home  that  day,  they  stopped  for 
the  night  in  Gibeah,  of  Benjamin 
It  was  some  time  after  they  entered 
Gibeah,  before  they  had  an  invitation 
for  lodging.  At  length  an  aged  man 
coming  from  his  work,  saw  them  as 
wayfarers  in  the  streets,  and  approach- 
ing them,  entered  into  conversation 
with  them,  from  which  conversation 
be  learned  who  they  were  and  whither 
they  were  going.  The  old  man  in- 
vited them  to  lodge  with  him— to  come 
under  his  roof,  and  for  the  night  cn- 
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joy  his  hospitality.  The  Levite 
agreed,  and  went  into  his  house.  But 
iieon  the  house  of  the  aged  man  was 
beset  by  wicked  men,  and  they  made 
cruel  and  wicked  demands  regarding 
the  Levite  and  hia  party,  and  they 
could  not  he  pacified  by  the  aged 
man.  At  length  the  Levite,  in  order 
to  save  his  own  life  and  person,  proved 
himself  a  graceless  husband,  by 
thvusiin"  his  wife  out  among  the 
rabble,  who  --with  their  cruelty  and 

wk>^:h:c    ■<,    .i^u^O^d    >KT  deaih. 

She  died  before  the  morning  at  the 
door  of  tho  home  where  the  Levite, 

The  Levite,  in  the  morning,  cut  the 
body  of  hia  deceased  wife  into  twelve 
pieces,  and  sent  a  piece  to  each  of  the 
tribe1;  of  Israel, -with  an  account  of 
the  barbarity  and  wickedness  of  the 
men  of  Gibeah,  and  also  a  request, 
wo  may  suppose,  that  his  wrongs  be 
avenged. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  council 
called,  and  this  Levito  appeared  be- 
fore it,  and  represented  hia  cause. 
The  council  consisted  of  the  heads 
of  eleven  tribes.  They  unanimously 
resolved  to  avenge  the  wrong,  and  pre- 
pared for  a  war  airaiust  Bcniamin.  on 


!  all  destroyed,  and  the  lienja- 
mites  were  destroyed  as  a  tribe,  ex- 
cept six  hundred  men  who  fled  to  the 
wildernesa,  who  weTo  afterwards  pro- 
vided with  wivea,  and  so  were  the 
means  of  saving  the  tribe  from  becom- 
ing utterly  extinct. 

Lot's  Wife. 

Her  name  is  not  given,  but  she  was 
a  favored  woman  in  being  the  wife  of 
so  good  a  mart  as  Lot. .  She  may  have 
been  the  wife  of  Lot  at  the  time  that 
the  confederate  kings  conquered  (ho 
country  and  took  Lot  and  his  family 
captives,  and  were  hurrying  away 
with  them  as  captives  taken  in  war, 
when  Abraham,  Lot's  uncle,  over- 
took them  and  smote  them,  "and 
recovered  Lot  and  his  good:;,  and  the 
women  also,  and  the  people."  But 
whether  she  was  his  wife  then  or  not, 
she  was  when  God  determined  to  de- 
stroy the  wicked  cities  of  the  plain 
and  sent  two  angels  to  Sodom  to  in- 


form Lot  and  hasten  him  out  of  the 
city  with  his  family. 

Whatever  the  character  of  Lot's 
wife  was,  whether,  like  her  husband, 
she  feared  God  in  the  midst  of  the 
wickedness  around  her,  or  partook  of 
the  spirit  and  wickedness  of  the  Sod- 
omites, she  had  a  chance  afforded  her 
of  escaping  the  punishment  that  was 
visited  upon  tho  city,  for  "  the  angels 
hastened  Lot,  saying,  Arise,  take  thy 
wife  and  thy  two  daughters  which  ere 
hero,  lest  thou  be  consumed  in  the 
iniquity  of  the  city."  And  so  anxious 
were  the  angels  for  her  salvation,  and 
for  tho  salvation  of  her  husband  and 
daughters,  that  they  laid  hold  upon 
her  hand.  She  seemed,  for  a  time,  to 
bid  fair  to  escape,  but,  actuated  by 
some  motive,  she  disobeyed  l-ho  in- 
junction: Genesis,  xix:  17:  "Escape 
for  thy  life;  look  not  behind  thee; 
neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain; 
escape  to  tho  mountain,  lest  thou  be 
consumed."  She  turned  around  iu 
the  flight  and  looked  back  to  sec,  it 
may  be,  whether  God  was  thus  visit- 
ing the  city  with  destruction.  God 
had  said,  "look  not  back,"  but  ulie 
said  in  action,  I  will  look  hack.  The 
judgment  of  God  overtook  her ;  terri- 
ble punishment  \:;v;  visited  upon  her: 
■'She  became  a  pillar  of  salt."  The 
Almighty,  who  was  raining  fire  and 
brimstone  from  Heaven  upon  tho  do- 
voted  cities,  made  her,  for  her  disobe- 
dience, a  public  example  of  hia  ven- 
geance ;  and  her  sin  and  her  punish- 
ment have  ever  ;;ince  been  pointed  to 
as  a  warning  to  others.     Gen.  six  :  26. 

Lot's  Daughters. 

Their  uames^  are  not  gh'ea,  but 
their  Dumber'  is — they  were  two. 
They  had  both  of  them  entered  upon 
marriage  engagements,  if  the  matter 
of  .their  marriage  was  not  already  con- 
summated as  it  probably  was  not, 
from  what  Lot  says  of  them  in  Gen! 
"     The  men  to  wl 


marriiigi;  or  osno '.;.;;.' d.  re- 
fused to  believe  the  words  of  tho 
angels  regarding  the  coming  destruc- 
tion of  the  city,  and  hence  they  per- 
ished while  the  two  young  women 
escaped  witli  their  father  to  the 
mountain  or  rather  to  the  little  city 
of  Zoar, 

They  had  not  dwelt  in   Soar  long 
until    Lot   feared  to  remain;  his 
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daughters  joined  him  in  all  probabil- 
ity in  fears,  lest  Zoar  aliould  be  visited 
as  tlie  other  cities  had  been  visited, 
and  yet  they  should  be  destroyed. 
Lot  committed  a  great  wrong  wnen 
he  entertained  fears  that  Zoar  would 
bo  destroyed,  and  when  be  proposed 
to  bis  daughters  that  they  should  go 
to  the  mountains — the  place  where 
God  at  first  commanded  them  to  go. 
Had  he  remained  the  city  would  have 
been  spared  for  his  sake;  and  the 
stain  thai  settles;  upon  his  clmTactor. 
on  account  of  the  shameful  transac- 
tion recorded  regarding  him,  would 
probably  wo'..  have  hecn  there. 

We  are  unable  to  excuse  the 
i.l ;:  lighteni  of  Lot  lor  their  deception 
of  their  father— for  the  means  on 
their  part  resorted  to,  to  accomplish 
their  purposes.  And  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  tho  descendants 
of  their  two  sons,  the  names  of 
which  were  Moab  and  Ben-ammi,  were 
wicked.  Tho  Moahites  who  sprang 
from  tho  first  were  gros 3  idolaters,  ami 
enemies  to  the  chosen  people  of  God 
—the  children  of  Abraham.  And 
(ho  Ammonites  who  sprang  from 
Ben-ammi,  were  in  league  with  tho 
Moabites  — they  were  associated  in 
idolatry  and  in  their  opposition  to 
Israel.     Gen.  six. 

Man  of  Benjamin,  who  went  to  EU. 

This  man  belonged  to  tho  army  of 
Israel,  and  only  stayed  with  the  route;! 
army,  after  the  battle,  long  enough 
to  learn  how  many  of  the  soldiers 
were  slain,  and  that  the  ark  of 
God  was  taken  and  Hophni  and  Phin- 
nehas  were  both  dead.  He  was  deeply 
afflicted  over  the  defeat  of  Israel,  and 
ran  to  Eli,  as  tho  hearer  of  sad  news, 
but  he  came  with,  his  clothes  rent  and 
earth  upon  his  head.  These  were  the 
signs  of  sorrow  and  distress  which  ho 
gave.  By  the  former  he  signified 
that  the  Israelites  were  scattered  and 
divided,  and  by  the  latter,  he  signified 
their  deep  humiliation. 

When  he  came  to  Shiloh,  EH  was 
sitting  by  the  road  side,  waiting  lor  in- 
telligence and  trembling  lor  the  result, 
and  especially  for  the  fate  of  tho  ark  of 
G-od.  Ere  the  Benjamifce  reached  the 
point  where  Eli  was,  the  whole  city 
had  learned  through  him  tho  result  of 
the  engagement,  and  were  engaged  in 
lamentation  and   mourning.    Eh  had 


but  time,  on  hearing' their  cries,  to  ask 
tho  cause,  when  the  ines^e  vigor  ar- 
rived before  him,  and  began  to  relate 
the  casualties.  He  had  hardly  finkhed 
his  message,  when  tho  aged  priest  fell 
backward  before  him,  and  broke  his 
neck.     1st  Samuel,  iv  :  12-18. 

Man   of   God   and   the   O  I  d   Bethel 


The  names. of  these  prophets  are 
not  given.  Some  have  supposed  that 
the  name  of  the  man  of  God  who 
prophesied  i.i.wu'irit.-  Jeroboam's  altar 
was  Shenwah,  others  have  maintained 
that  it  was  Joel,  and  still  others  that 
it  was  Iddo.  But  as  the  sacred  his- 
torian has  not  given  him  a  name  it  is 
useless  to  aim  at  securing  one  for  him. 
He  was  a  good  man  and  a  true  proph- 
et, commissioned  by  God  to  an  im- 
portant work,  viz.,  that  of  prophesy- 
ing against  Jeroboam  and  his  idola- 
trous altar.  In  the  performance  of 
his  mission  he  went  in  accordance 
with  the  divine  direction  directly  to 
tho  altar,  and  in  tho  hearing  of  Jero- 
boam who  stood  by  it  declared  the 
divine  decree  :  "  Behold  a  child  skill 
be  born  unto  tho  house  of  David, 
Josiah  by  name  ;  and  upon  thee  shall 
bo  offer  the  priests  of  the  high  places, 
that  bum  incense  upon  thee,  and 
men's  bonea  shall  bo  burnt  upou 
thee." 

Ho  then  backed  up  his  prophecy 
against  tho  altar  by  a  clear  sign— Jero- 
boam saw  tho  altar  miraculously  rent 
and  the  ashes  poured  out  from  the 
altar.  Ho  became  enraged  at  the 
prophet  and  put  forth  his  hand  to 
take  hold  of  him,  thereby  ordering 
thoso  about  him  to  arrest  Hm— -bat  as 
he  did  so  his  baud  was  withered— his 
whole  arm  became  paralyzed,  which 
affliction  brought  him  to  his  senses 
and  turning  to  the  man  of  God  he 
besought  him  to  intercede  with  God 
in  his  behalf,  that  his  hand  might  be 
restored  to  him  again.  The. man  of 
God  did  pray  for  him  and  God  bean! 
his  prayer  and  restored  the  withered 
hand.  Jeroboam  felt  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  prophet  and  proposed 
to  him  to  go  with  him  to  his  palace 
and  rest  and  refresh  himself,  and 
receive  at  his  hand  a  reward ;  but 
he  told  him  lie  would  not.  The  lan- 
guage of  his  refusal  is  as  follows : 
"If  thou  wilt    give  me  half  thine. 
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house,  I  will  not  go  iu  with  thee, 
neither  will  I  eat  bread  nor  drink 
water  in  this  place."  The  reason  lie 
gave  for  this  bold  refusal  was,  "  For 
so  ifc  war;  charged  mo  by  the  word  of 
tho  Lord  saying,  Eat  no  bread  nor 
drink  water,  nor  turn  again  by  the 
same  way  that  thou  earnest."  His 
mission  being  ended  there  the  man  of 
God  turned  to  go  to  Judah  by  another 
way  than  the  way  ho  came. 

It  was  not  long  after  he  left  the 
rent  altar,  and  the  repentant  kin?:,  unlit 
tho  sons  of  an  old  prophet  that  lived  at 
Bethel,  reported  to  their  father  all  that 
tho  man  of  God  had  done  that  day. 
This  old  man  is  supposed  to  have  been 
a  backslidden  prophet,  one  who  had 
fallen  from  lus  steadfastness,  and  had 
been  rejected  by  God.  Though  ho 
may  not  have  so  far  fallen,  as  to  have 
become  an  idolater  himself,  yet  his  sons 
wero  probably  idolaters,  and  had  been 
engaged  with  Jeroboam  at  his  worship. 
When  the  sons  reported  to  their  aged 
father  tho  scones  of  tho  day  he  became 
anxious  to  know  more  about  the  man 
of  God,  and  lie  asked  them  which  way 
ho  wont ;  they  told  him,  when  he  made 
ready  and  followed  after  him.  Ho  had 
not  proceeded  far  till  he  overtook  him, 
The  man  of  God  was  .Hitting  under  the 
shade  of  an  oak  to  rest  himself;  theckl 
Bethel  prophet  accosted  him  with, 
"Art  thou  the  man  of  God  that  earnest 
fi'om  Judah?"  He  told  him  lie  was. 
He  then  gave  him  a  cordial  invitation 
to  go  back  to  his  house  and  partake  of 
a  repast  which  he  would  provide.  He 
told  him  that  bis  order!!  were,  not  to 
stop  to  eat  bread  or  drink  water  in  that 
place,  and  that  lie  who  appointed  him 
on  the  mission  of  prophesying  against 
Jeroboam's  idolatrous  altar,  had  given 
him  the  orders.  The  old  man  then  told 
'  him  that  he  also  was  a  prophet  and 
that  an  angel  spake  unto  liim  and  bade 
him  bring  him  back  to  his  house,  that 
h;;  wight  cat  bread  and  drink  water, 
but  the  sacred  historian  says,  "he  lied 
unto  liim."  The  devil  may  have  trans- 
formed himself  into  an  angel  of  light, 
and  spoken  to  the  Bethel  prophet  to 
bring;  back  this  man  of  God,  but  he 
who  had  told  him  not  to  tarry  certainly 
had  not. 

Tho  man  of  God  believed  him  and 
went  back  with  him,  and  hero  was  the 
sin  for  which  he  was  punished.  He 
ought  not  to  have  been  satisfied  with 


anything  fhort  of  a  direct  communica- 
tion from  him  who  sent  him  en  the  er- 
rand. Wliile  engaged  in  eating,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him,  either 
directly,  or  through  this  Bethel  pro- 
phet, chaining  his  sin  upon  him,  and 
that  he  should  be  punished  with  death 
■time where  between  Lethe!  and  Judah. 
Immediately  after  tho  repast  was  fin- 
ished, he  left  the  bouse  of  the  Bethel 
Erophet,  and  began  to  joimiey  toward 
is  homo.  Ho  had  not  proceeded  far 
until  he  was  met  by  a  wild  beast  and 
slain.  '  'A  lion  met  him  and  slow  him. ' ' 
Some  travelers  passing  along,  saw  the 
dead  body,  and  tho  lion  standing  by  it, 
and  they  went  and  told  the  old  prophet 
of  Bethel,  who  immediately  repaired 
to  the  place,  and  "he  found  his  carcass 
Gi'-Jjs.  in  tbc   way,  and  the  a 


"  The  Bethel  prophet  took  pos- 
session of  the  body  of  the  man  of  God, 
and  took  it  back  to  Bethel  for  burial. 
He  gave  it  possessioii  of  his  own  grave, 
and  lamented  over  it  saying,  "Alas  my 
brother."  He  then  bade  his  sons  bury 
him,  when  he  died  in  the  same  sepul- 
cber.  Ho  desired  to  have  his  bones 
laid  besido  the  man  of  God.  From  this 
wo  may  learn  that  he  considered  the 
prophet,  who  had  thus  come  to  his 
end",  a  great  and  good  man,  one  by 
whom  it  would  be  an  honor  to  lie  in 
death.     1st  Kings,  siii :   1-32. 

Vlie  pi'oribecy  of  this  man  of  God 
was  fulfilled  regarding  tho  altar  of 
Bethel.  More  than  three  hundred 
years  after  this,  when  king  Josiah,  who 
was  prophesied  of  by  name,  was  carry- 
ing on  his  reform  in  tho  kingdom  of 
Judah,  in  the  destruction  of  idolatry, 
and  of  idolatrous  temples.  It  is  said 
he  broke  down  the  altar  which  Jero- 
boam built  at  Bethel,  and  utterly  des- 
troyed everything  connected  with  it. 
While  engaged  in  his  destruction  of 
idolatry  at  Bethel,  Josiah  had  his  at- 
tention directed  to  the  sepulchers  in  the 
side  of  the  mountain,  and  he  ordered 
the  bones  taken  out  of  the  sep-.ilchers 
and  burnt  en  the  altar,  thereby  polluting 
it.  But  he  saw  tho  sepulcher  of  the 
man  of  God,  and  the  Bethel  prophet, 
and  knew  it  by  an  inscription  upon  a 
stone  that  closed  it,  or  was  near  by  it. 
He  bade  them  lot  that  sepukhor  alone, 
or  not-  move  tho  bones.  He  had  respect 
for  the  bone3  of  one  who  had  dared  in 
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to  predict  tlic  overthrow  of  his  altar, 
and  of  Isia  system  of  idolatry.  2d 
Kings,  xxiii :  15-18. 

Man,  of  God  who  came  to  Eli. 

He  was  evidently  a  prophet  of  the 
Lord,  and  specially  emumii^liiued  to 
prophesy  the  downfall  of  Eli's  family, 
and  the  death  of  his  two  wicked  sons, 
Hophni  and  Phinehas.  He  came  to 
Eli  and  delivered  his  solemn  charge, 
in  which  he  referred  him  to  God's 
goodness  in  selecting  the  tribe  to  which 
ho  belonged  to  honorable  position 
among  the  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the 
family  from  which  he  was  descended— 
that  of  Aaron— to  he  priests  and  min- 
isters of  holy  things.  TTc  referred  him 
to  God's  goodness  to  the  Ithamar  part 
of  Aaron's  family,  in  transferring  the 
high- priesthood  from  Eleazar  to  them. 
And  now  he  assured  him  that,  because 
of  the  wickedness!  of  his  sons,  this  dis- 
tinguished honor  Miiiuld  bo  returned  to 
the  house  of  Eleazar. 

God  had  promised  that  the  high- 
priesthood  should  remain  in  the  family 
of  Aaron's  younger  son;  and  so  it 
would,  bad  they  been  faithful.  Eli's 
sons  had  been  very  wicked,  and  he 
himself  had  been  unfaithful,  and  now 
the  prophet  charges  that  unfaithful- 
ness upon  him,  and  gives  it  as  the  rea- 
son why  the  divine  promise  is  an- 
nulled, and  the  divine  decree  reversed. 

lie  still  continues  before  Eli,  and  de- 
clares that  even  Shiloh  shall  be  dese- 
crated—a  dreadful  calamity  shall  fall 
upon  Israel,  in  the  capture  of  the  ark 
and  its  sacred  deposits',  by  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  (hat  his  two  sons  shall  both 
be  slain  in  one  day,  and  his  family  shall 
entirely  Jail  m  ihe  priesthood. 

All  this  came  to  pass,  for  Abiathar 
wan  the  last  descendant  of  the  house 
of  Eli.     1st  Sam.  ii. 

Man  of  God  wlu>  E 'ncov.ro. fjed.  the 
King  to  Attack  the  Syrians. 
Benhadad,  the  king  of  Syria,  had 
thirty-two  kings  associated  with  him  in 
besieging  Samaria.  His  army  was 
large  and  powerful,  and  be  thought  of 
nothing  but  success.  He  accordingly 
sent  messengers  with  a  very  insulting 
message,  to  Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel ; 
and  insisted  on  pillaging  the  eity  of 
Samaria  and  bringing  its  king  into  the 
most  abject  servitude  to  him.    Ahab, 


of  Israel  checked  h  i  m  by  saying. 
"Hearken  not  unto  him,  nor  consent. 
Accordingly  the  king  of  Israel  sent  him 
word  that  he  would  not  agree  to  the 
last  part  of  the  proposition  he  had 
made.  viz. :  that  the  Syrian  soldiery 
should  pass  through  the  city  and  take 
whatever  they  pleased,  after  the  wives 
and  children,  and  silver  and  gold  had 
been  taken.  Benhadad  became  en- 
raged at  this,  and  again  vowed  revenge, 
when  the  king  of  Israel,  inspirited  by 
the  counsel  of  the  Elders,  sent  him 
word  that  the  battle  was  not  over  yet, 
and  that  it  did  not  become  a  man  who 
was;  preparing  for  a  battle  to  boast  as 
one  who  has  fought  and  conquered. 
11  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his  har- 
ness boast  himself  as,  ho  that  putteih  it 
off." 

Just  at  this  time,  the  man  of  God, 
who  was  a  true  prophet,  approached 
Ahab  and  strengthened  him  for  the 
coming  contest.  The  prophet  declare;! 
that  this  largo  army  of  the  king  of 
Syria  should  bo  conquered,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  give  him  instructions  as  to 
the  manner  of  preparing  for  the  battle. 
He  was  to  take  the  young  men,  to 
the  number  of  two  hundred  and  thirty' 
two,  and  make  the  attack  upon  him  in 
the  pavilion,  rush  upon  his  tents  ere  ho 
had  time  to  prepare  himself  by  throw- 
ing his  army  into  lino  of  battle,  and 
then  have  his  army  of  seven  thousand 
Israelites  to  follow  after  him,  and  he 
did  so.  Benhadad,  and  the  thirty-two 
kings  that  were  helping  him,  were 
drinking  themselves  drunk  in  their 
teats.  I'hey  rushed  upon  them  and 
slew  every  one  his  man ;  Benhadad 
escaped  on  a  horse  with  the  horsemen, 
Thus  the  king  of  Israel  followed  tbc 
instructions  of  the  prophet,  and  slew 
the  Syrians  with  a  fjreat  s-laughter. 

This  same  prophet  then  advised 
Ahab  to  increase  his  army  and  prepare 
himself  for  a  second  attack.  Ho  did 
so,  and  in  the  nest  battle  slew  one 
hundred  thousand  footmen.  The  Syr- 
ian army  was  followed  as  it  retreated  ; 
and  as  it  went  into  the  city  of  Aphek. 
twenty-seven  thousand  more  of  them 
were  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  wall,  and 
Benhadad,  and  those  that  wore  left, 
surrendered  to  Ahab. 

Who  this  prophet  was,  wo  cannot 
tell ;   some  have  thought  it  was  Mica- 
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iah,  the  son  of  Imlah,  and  others  that 
it  was  Elijah  or  Elisha  ;  but  of  this 
cannot  bo  certain,  as  the  name  is  not 
given,    lat  Kings,  ss:  13-30, 

Man  that  gathered  elides  on  the 
Sabbath. 

Tho  brief  history  of  this  man  is, 
that  bo  was  found  by  the  children  of 
Israel  gathering  sticks  on  the  Sah- 
bath day.  And  they  that  found  him 
arrested  and  took  him  into  the  pres- 
ence of  Moses  and  Aaron  for  judg- 
ment, thereby  bringing  his  case  be- 
fore all  the  congregation  of  Israel. 
Moses  and  Aaron  knew  that  he  had 
committed  offence;  but  it  was  an 
offence  that  was  not  specified  in 
their  law  of  the  Sabbath,  hence 
they  knew  not  what  the  penalty 
should  he.  They,  therefore,  putthc 
man  under  guard  until  they  might 
enquire  of  the  Lord  what  should  be 
done  to  him.  "And  the  Lord  said 
unto  Moses,  Tho  man  shall  surely  be 
put  to  death-  all  the  congregation 
(of  Israel)  shall  stone  him  with  stones 
without  the  camp."  Accordingly 
they  brought  him  without  the  camp, 
and  he  was  executed.  If  his  act  was 
not  a,  plain  and  direct  violation  of 
the  fourth  commandment,  still  it  was 
a  violation  of  divino  command,  and 
of  commands  regarding  the  Sabbath. 
Ho  seems  to  have  been  arrested  as  a 
Sabbath-breaker.     Num.   sv:  32-36. 

Wo  may  judge,  from  the  verses  that 
immediately  precede  this  reference, 
that  his  sin  was  prcsumptuousuess, 
whereby  he  reproached  the  Lord. 
;l  lie  despised  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  brake  his  commandments;"  and 
tho  penalty  for  that  offence  is  said  to 
be,   "being  cut  off  from   among   his 


Micali — the  Mother  of. 

This  woman  was  of  Mount  Epbiainu 
and  possibly,  was  a  devoted  servant  of 
God.  The  transaction  recorded  of  her 
is  in  Judges,  xvii  She  had  collected 
together  eleven  hundred  shekels  of  sil- 
ver, which  she  "dedicated  to  tho 
Lord."  It  was  not  her  design  to  en- 
gage in  idolatry,  or  to  establish  idola- 
trous worship  in  her  house.  At  least 
there  is  no  positive  evidence  that  it 
was.  She  may  have  intended  to  make 
with  it  something  to  resemble  some  sa- 
iled thing  in  the  touted  fompie. 


Micali  saw  the  money  whero  his 
mother  had  concealed  it,  and  took  it. 
As  soon  as  she  missed  it,  she  began  te 
pour  imprecations  upon  the  head  of 
the  ihiefwho  had  stolen  it.  Micah 
heard  her  language,  and  was  afraid 
lest  the  curses  should  fall  on  him.  He 
went  to  her  and  confessed  that  ho  had 
taken  tbo  money.  He  said,  "The 
eleven  hundred  shekels  of  silver  that 
were  taken  from  thee,  about  which 
(ban  enrsedest,  and  spakest  of,  also  in 
mine  car.?,  behold,  f.hosilvcri^wit'iine. 
I  took  it."  The  mother  of  Micali  was 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  it  was  yet 
in  the  family.  And  when  he  restored 
it  to  her,  she  gave  it  back  to  him  to 
use  for  the  object  for  which  she  had 
intended  it.  The  history  Indicates  that 
ho  was  not  willing  to  appropriate  the 
money  to  this  object  in  person.  It  may 
bo  that  ho  jaw  the  impropriety  in  such 
a  use  of  it  that  his  mother  did  not. 

But  she  took  two  hundred  shekels 
and  gave  thorn  to  the  founder,  who 
made  her  an  image,  and  it  was  placed  in 
the  house  of  Micali.  So  that  wo  may 
judge  that  the  son,  if  at  Erst  lie  was 
opposed  to  it,  became  reconciled,  and 
argued  with  his  mother  that  they 
should  have  a  sanctuary  at  their  house, 
a  domestic  temple;  for,  as  it  is  stated, 
Micah  made  an  ephod  and  reraplrim, 
and  consecrated  one  of  his  sons  to 
serve  in  the  priesthood,  in  his  house 
of  gods.  It  is  likely  that  he  aimed  to 
imitate  the  sanctuary  of  God—- in  which 
was  the  ark,  and  the  mercy-seat,  and 
cherubim. 


ite  and,  in  company  with  liis  mother, 
had  erected  a  family  temple  and  had 
in  it  an  image  which  was  with  them 
an  object  of  worship.  He  bad  also 
the  paraphernalia  of  a  priest  in  part^- 
an  epbod  and  a  teraphrm— and  one  of 
his  sons  was  consecrated  and  served 
a  ■  .i  priest. 

This  young  Lcvite  was  probably 
seeking  employment,  and  coming  to 
the  house  of  Micah  to  lodge  for  the 
night,  it  may  be,  lie  was  questioned 
as  to  the  plaee  from  whence  he  hailed 
and  whither  he  was  going,  no  an- 
swered that  he  was  a  Levitc,  and  was 
seeking  a  homo  and  employment. 
Micah  at  once  proposed  to  hire  him 
to  he  a  priest  for  him ;  and  he  agreed 
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with  him  for  ton  shekels  of  silver  a 
year,  and  a  suit  of  clothing  and  his 
.hoard.  This  young  Levito  served 
Mieah  for  some  time. 

At  length  five  Danitcs  were  passing 
that  way  and  overheard  him  talking. 
It  may  he,  he  was  performing  service 
in  the  temple,  and  they  knew  it  was 
not  the  dialect  of  the  Ephraimites, 
and  they  ashed  him  what  lie  was  do- 
ing there.  He  told  them  that  he  was 
hired  hy  Mieah  as  his  priest.  They 
asked  him  to  serve  them  hy  asking 
( iiid  regarding  the  object  of  their  mis- 
sion, which  was,  to  secure  a  homo  for 
themselves  and  a  company  of  Danites 
who  had  sent  them— whether  they 
should  prosper.  He  did  ask  for 
them,  and,  we  judge,  received  a  fa- 
vorable answer,  for  he  said  to  them : 
;<Go  in  peace;   before   the   Lord  is 

Sur  way,  wherein  yon  go."  These 
suites  went  en  and  selected  the 
town  of  Laish,  which  was  inhabited  by 
a  Zidouiau  colony  that  they  thought 
could  he  easily  conquered.  They 
then  returned  to  Zorah  and  Eshtaol 
and  reported  to  the  Danites  who  sent 
them  out  that  this  place  could  he  se- 
cured. .  Then  sis  hundred  of  them 
started  out  as  warriors;  and  they 
took  Mount  Ephraim  in  their  route. 


that  they  had  taken  from    Mioah's 
temple,  in  his  charge. 
When  they  came  to  I,.:u:;h  and  c-on- 

Jaered  it,  they  changed  its  name  to 
tan,  calling  it  after  the  name  of  their 
tribe  j  and  we  may  suppose  that  he 
who  is  called  Jonathan,  the  son  of 
Gcrsnom,  who,  with  his  eons,  were 
priests  to  the  tribe  of  Dan  until  tho 
days  of  the  captivity  of  the  land,  wad 
this  same  young  Levito  who  had 
served  Mieah;  if  not,  the  Dam" 
turned  him  off  and  took  Jonathan 
his  place.     Judges,  xviii. 

Mditmites — the  two  who  encouraged 
Gideon. 
These  two  men  belonged  to  the  army 
of  the  Midianites.  One  of  thorn  had  a 
remarkable  dream  in  which  he  saw  "  a 
cake  of  barley  bread  tumbled  into  the 
host  of  Midiau,  and  came  into  a  tent, 
and  smote  it  that  it  fell,  and  over- 
turned it  that  it  lay  all  along,"  and  ha 
related  the  dream  to  his  fellow  who  at 
once  interpreted  it  to  mean  that  "the 
sword  of  Gideon,  the  son  of  Joash,1, 
should  prevail  against  the  Midianites, 
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one  of  the  live  men  who  were  eon- 
ducting  them  toward  Laish,  reported 
regarding  Micah's  temple  and  his 
Levite  priest,  and  the  whole  company 
went  toward  the  dwelling  of  the 
young  Levite,  and,  stationing  them- 
selves near  it,  they  sent  the  hvc  men 
in,  with  instructions  to  take  the 
graven  image,  and  the  ephod  and 
teraphim,  and  carry  it  with  them  to 
their  future  homo.  The  youug  i  invite 
priest  came  out  ami  expostulated  with 
them  against  their  action;  hut  they 
would  not  hear,  and,  moreover,  they 
compelled  him  to  silence,  hut  gave 
him  an  offer  of  employment  with 
them ;  and  they  urged  that  it  would 
be  much  better  for  him  to  become  a 
priest  for  a  large  company,  or  for  a 
tribe,  than  to  remain  as  a  priest  for 
one  man.  He  seems  to  have  accorded 
to  their  wishes  and  rejoiced  in  the 

Jirospect  of  a  more  extended  field  of 
ihor ;  and  probably  ho  had  the  offer 
of  larger  compensation.  The  young 
Leyite  then  attended  them,  keeping 
in  all  probability,  all    the    things 


part  of  the  outside  guard  of  the  a  .  . 
and  Gideon  had  come  in  person,  with 
his  faithful  servant,  Phurab,  to  see  how 
his  enemy  was  situated,  and  to  have 
his  hands  strengthened  for  the  attack 
he  was  about  to  make.  As  soon  as  he 
heard  the  guards  in  conversation,  he 
listened,  and  heard  the  dream  related, 
id  heard  the  interpretation  given: 
a   was   immediately    inspirited   wii.h 

fand  went  back  to  his  army  and 
courage  into  them  by  saying: 
"Arise,  lor  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
into  your  hand  the  host  of  I'liiliau." 

Though  the  men  of  the  Midianite 
army  were  not  worshippers  of  the  liv- 
ing God,  yet  the  dream  and  the  inter- 
pretation thereof,  were  both  inspired 
of  God,  and  accomplished  the  end  for 
which  God  inspired  them :  to  encour- 
age Gideon  to  make  the  attack  and  to 
iake  it  at  once.     Judges,  vii :  9-15. 

MidionilMt-  Merchantmen. 

They  were  a  company  of  Ishmael- 
ites,  trading  in  spieery,  and  halm,  and 
myrrh,,  with  the  Egyptians.  As  the 
cruel  brothers  of  Joseph  saw  the  car- 
avan approaching,  they  agreed  to- 
gether to  sell  him  to  them,  and  let 
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them  take  him  down  to  Egypt  and 
sell  Mm  as  a  slave.  Accordingly,  as 
the  merchantmen  approached  they 
drew  Joseph  out  of  the  pit  and  pro- 
posed to  soil  him.  They  agreed  upon 
the  price,  which  was  twenty  pieces  of 
silver.  It  is  supposed  the  price  was 
twenty  shekels,  which  would  have 
been  less  than  two  dollars  apiece  for 
the  lea  brothers. 

These  merchantmen  took  him 
down  into  Egypt  and  sold  liim  to 
Poti pliar,  the"  captain  of  the  body- 
guard of  Pharaoh.  What  the 
amount  was  for  which  they  sokl  him 
wo  do  not  know,  hut  it  is  quite  prob- 
able that  they  sold  him  for  much 
more  than  they  gave.    Gen.  xxxvii, 

Moab—  The  Kinn  of 

Jchorain,.  Jchoshaphat,  and  the 
king  of  Edom  were  engaged  in  war 
with  Mcsha  the  king  of  Moab.  The 
Moabito  army  had  been  completely 
routed  fsnd  his  cities  beaten  down  and 
his  land  ruined.  He  became  greatly 
discouraged  and  wondered  the  cause 
of  the  (success  of  his  enemies  against 
him.  Be  li-canic  de:.!pev;i.te  in  his 
feelings  when  he  saw  the  probabili- 
ties of  his  being  captured,  and  he  de- 
termined if  possiblo  to  make  his  es- 
cape. With  seven  hundred  of  his 
choicest  soldiers  he  undertook  to 
break  through  that  part  of  the  line 
of  the  army  surrounding  his  eity— 
funned  by  (he  Edomites,  but  he  was 
repulsed  and  driven  back.  lie  then 
?.$,  a  last  resort  took  hia  eldest  son  and 
<  ffered  him  as  a  burnt  offering  upon 
the  wall.  This  was  done  we  may 
suppose  in  the  sight  of  the  besieging 
army,  and  it  came,  as  a  desperate  :;<.;' 
of  the  king  of  Moab,  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  surrouritling  nations,  so  that 
there  was  great  indignation  against 
Israel."  They  consequently  raised 
the  siege  and  departed  from  the  cii 
Sd  Kings,  in:  26,27. 

JVaaman—tJie  captive  maid  of. 

This  captive  niiiid  was  one  that  had 
been  taken  by  a  Syrian  company  from 
an  Israelite  family,  during  one  of  their 
expeditions  in  search  of  booty.  2d 
Kingsv:  2.  "And  the  Syrians  had 
gone  out  by  companies,  and  had  brought 
away  captive,  out-  of  the  land  of  Israel. 
a  little  maid,  and  she  waited  on  Naa- 
nian's  wife."    This  little  girl  had  been 


brought  up  by  pious  parents  and  had 
aknowledge  of  tho  true  God,  and  had 
often  heard  her  parents  talk  of  the  pro- 
phets of  Israel,  and  particularly  of  the 
distinguished  prophet  Elisha. 

Naamau,  her  master,  was  a  leper, 
and  she  was  led  one  day  to  say  to  her 
mistress,  "would  God  my  lord  were 
with  tho  prophet  in  Samaria,  for  he 
would  recover  him  of  his  leprosy." 
As  though  she  had  said,  I  know  of  a 
prophet  who  could,  and  would  cure  my 
master  of  his  disease,  if  he  would  onlj 
go  to  him. 

Kaaman  was  informed  of  what  the 
little  girl  said,  and  he  determined  to 
make  application,  lit:  did  SOj  first  to 
the  king,  and  afterwards  to  Ehsha,  and 

as  cured. 

Thus  we  observe  a  little  pious  cap- 

70  maid,  mado  instrumental  in  curing 
her  master  of  one  of  tho  most  dreadful 
of  all  diseases,  leprosy,  and  she  was 
made  an  instrument,  we  may  suppose  in 
the  conversion  of  this  great  man  avid 
his  Syrian  family.     They  were  brought 


Nttin —  The  Widow  of. 

'""ic  record  of  this  woman  is  in  Luke, 
.__.  11-15.  Her  only  son  had  died, 
and  her  numerous  friends  had  gath- 
ered in  to  her  desolate  dwelling  to  con- 
sole and  comfort  her  in  the  bereave- 
ment. "Much  people  of  the  eity  was 
with  her."  From  this  circumstance 
wc  may  judge  she  was  a  very  reputable 
woman.  She  had  endeared  herself  to 
her  acquaintances  by  her  many  excel- 
lencies, and  they  came  together  to  sym- 
pathise with  her  in  the  loss,  and  assist 
in  \:iv:\  ing  Hi"  yiiun^  man. 

The  bier-bearers  and  mourners,  and 
her  numerous  friends,  had  just  passed 
out  of  tho  gate  of  the  eity,  going  to  the 
graveyard,  as  Jesus  approaehed_  Nam. 
He  knew  the  young  man,  and  his  rela- 
tionship, as  ho  knew  all  things.  He 
looked  upon  the  lone  widow,  now  child- 
less, "and  had  compassion  on  her;" 
and  addressing  himself  to  the  woman, 
he  said,  "Weep  not."  An  inquiry 
was  raised  in  this  stricken  woman  a;:  to 
who  it.  was  that  thus  spoke  ;  and  her 
numerous  friends  wondered  with  her 
who  this  man  was  that  said,  Weep 
not.  His  voice  and  bearing  indicated 
deep  sympathy,  but  why  did  ho  givo 
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such  a  command?  Could  a  woman, 
bereft  as  this  widow  was,  refrain  from 
weeping?  Her  eon,  an  honorable 
young  man,  who  she  hoped  would  he 
her  stay  in  the  decline  of  life,  was  dead, 
and  they  were  now  about  to  bury  Mm 
from  her  sight. 

Leaving  tho  side  of  the  woman,  who 
was  following  the  tier,  he  stepped  for- 
ward and  touched  it,  thereby  intima- 
ting to  the  bier-bearers  that  they  should 
stop.  They  did  so ;  and  addressing 
himself  to  the  dead  young  man,  lie 
said,  "Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee, 
arise  I"  Ho  had  no  sooner  uttered  this 
command,  than  tho  dead  man  sat  up 
uiii!  hesau  to  speak. 

What  a  wonderful  sight  1  A  young 
man  that  was  dead,  bclriij  followed  to 
his  grave  by  a  large  concourse  of  friends 
of  his  widowed  mother,  —  suddenly 
raised  to  life  by  the  words  of  Jesus,— 
sitting  up  on  the  bier  before  their  eyes, 
then  still  farther  satisfying  them  that 
he  was  alive  by  talking  to  them  as  they 
gathered  around  him ! 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  sym- 
pathising Jesus  did  not  require  this 
joung  man,  brought  up  from  the  do- 
minions of  death,  to  follow  Mm  in.  his 
wanderings  up  and  down  in  tho  world  ; 
but  "  he  delivered  him  to  Ins  mother," 
—permitted  him  to  go  with  her  to  her 
home,  and  as  a  dutiful  son  minister  to 
her  in  her  declining  life.  He  had  com- 
passion _ou  the  widow,  and  restored  her 
son  l.o  life  and  to  her  society. 

.TfotiJi' ,1  Wife  <md  his  Sons'  Wives. 

The  names  of  these  four  women  are 
not  given ;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  souls  preserved  in  tho  ark  were 
eight— four  of  them  being  men  and 
four  of  them  women.  INoah  and  In.-: 
three  sons,  Shera,  Ham,  and  Japheth, 
Noah's  wife,  and  the  wives  of  his  three 
sons,  were  tho  source  for  re-peopling 
tho  earth ;  and  may  wo  not  consider 
the  polygamy  of  Lamach,  Noah's  fa- 
ther, rebuked  by  this  circumstance? 

God  made  known  to  Noah  his  inten- 
tion to  deluge  the  world,  but  bade  him 
build  an  ark  and  take  refuge  with  his 
wife  his  sons  and  their  wives,  in  it, 
and  h<>  slid. 

This  wife  of  Noah  was  probably  the 
mother  of  the  three  sons,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  the  four  women,  which  cnti- 
iled  jict  i:i  Iho  position  of 
the  family  while  in  the  ark. 


True  to  the  divine  command,  when 
all  iluivw  were  ready  Xciih'ts  wife  and 
I'.ct  threes  da'.K'iiieK-in-law  went  with 
their  husbands  into  the  ark,  where 
they  remained  until  the  waters  were 
assuaged,  when,  by  the  divine  com- 
mand, the  women  went  forth  with  their 
husbands  from  the  ark  under  the  di- 
vine promise  that  the  world  should  not 
again  be  deluged,  aud  under  tho  com- 
mand, ' '  Bo  fruitful,  and  multiply  and 
re-plecls-li  the  earth." 

How  Jong  Noah's  wife  lived  we  do 
not  know;  but  ho  himself  lived  after 
the  flood  three  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
They  were  an  aged  couple  when  the 
flood  came,  hut  the  earth  was  peopled 
by  the  descendants  of  their  three  sons. 
Tho  wives  of  Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth 
lived,  probably,  to  see  their  children 
and  their  children's  children  grow  up 
around  them.  We  must  think,  of  these 
women,  as  we  think  ol'  Ibcir  husbands, 
as  being  greatly  honored  of  God,  in 
linking  tho  first  great  age  of  tho  family 
of  man,  with  the  ages  that  have  suc- 
ceeded each  other  since  the  flood. 
Gen.  vil. 

Paul's  Sister. 

Whether  she  was  living  when  he  was 
laboring  and  suffering  in  the  cause  of 
Christ,  we  do  not  know ;  but  tho  was 
the  mother  of  the  young  man  who  en- 
tered into  the  castle  where  Paul  was 
bound,  and  informed  him  of  tho  plot 
laid  for  his  life.  Paul  asked  the  cen- 
turion to  introduce  the  young  man  to 
tho  chief  captain.  Ho  did  so,  and  the 
plans  of  the  council  were  thwarted. 
This  young  man  was  Paul's  sister' s  son. 
Acts,  xsiii :   16. 

Pharaoh's  clde.f  Bvtkr  and  Baker. 

These  two  men  were  in  the  prison 
at  the  time  Joseph  was.  They  had 
offended  the  king  of  Egypt,  and  for 
their  offense,  they  were  imprisoned, 
while  Potiphar,  whoso  slave  Joseph 
was,  had  been  offended  at  him.  The 
cause  of  the  offense  was  a  lie  told  by 
Potiphar's  wife  to  blast  tho  reputa- 
tion of  the  faithful  servant,  because 
he  would  not  accede  to  her  wishes  in 
sinning  against  God,  as  well  as  against 
his  master.  After  these  prisoners  of 
Pharaoh  had  been  awhile  in  prison, 
they  each  dreamed  a  dream  during 
the  same  night,  and  in  the  morning 
were  greatly  troubled  about  the  sig- 
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mfieanco  of  tlieir  dreams.  Joseph 
observed  their  state  of  mind,  and  en- 
quired the  cause.  They  answered 
him  that  they  had  ouch  ilrc;>mecl  a 
dream,  and  desired  an  interpretation, 
hut  knew  not  who  to  apply  to,  fori 
said  they,  "there  is  ins  in!  or  prefer  of 
it."  Joseph  then  bade  them  tell  him 
the  dream,  and  intimated  that  he 
would  give  them  the  interpretation 
thereof.  Accordingly  they  each  re- 
lated to  him  their  dream,  and  lie  read- 
ily, under  Divine  direction,  interpre- 
ted the  dreams.  In  accordance  with 
the  interpretation  of  Joseph, 
chief  baker,  in  three  days,  was  ti 
out  of  prison,  condemned  and  hanged; 
and  the  chief  butler,  in  three  days, 
was  taken  out,  and  restored  to  hi 
butlerabip. 

From  this  we  may  judge  the  former 
was  proved  guilty  of  the  crime,  for 
which  ho  was  imprisoned,  and  the 
latter  proved,  by  evidence  elicited  at 
the  trial,  innocent  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge-  .Joseph,  when  he-  in- 
terpreted the  chief  butler's  dream, 
charged  him  to  remember  him  when 
he  was  restored  to  his  bnttersbip,  and 
no  doubt  he  promised  to  do  so.  And 
if  he  had  been  faithful  to  his  promise 
and  spoken  of  Joseph  to  the  king, 
there  would  have  been  an  investiga- 
tion of  the  case,  in  all  probability, 
and  Joseph's  prison  life  would  have 
ended.  But  he  forgot,  his  promise  to 
the  sufferer,  and  bitterly  reproached 
himself  afterwards.  Two  years 
passed  away,  and  all  that  time,  the 
chief  butler  enjoyed  the  honors  of 
his  position  as  the  cup-bearer  of  the 
king.  But  at  length  Pharaoh  dreamed, 
a  dream  which  greatly  troubled  him, 
and  he  sought  an  interpretation  of 
his  dream,  but  all  in  vain.  The 
Egyptian  magician  and  wise  man, 
could  not  interpret  it.  Just  at  this 
point,  the  chief"  butler  remembered 
Joseph  and  his  interpretation  of  his 
dream,  three  days  before  his  head 
was  lifted  out  of  the  prison.  And  he 
remembered  liis  promise  to  Joseph, 
to  speak  of  his  case  to  the  king;  but 
two  years  had  gassed  away,  and  he 
had  failed— having,  never  yet  men- 
tioned his  case.  He  made  an  humble 
acknowledgment  of  his  fault  in  for- 
getting Joseph,  and  then  related  the 
circumstance  of  his  dream,  and  of 
Joseph's  interpretation  of  it,  and-  he 


that 
_  Jilfille  _   .. 

letter.     This  presentation  of  ii  osept. 


■  n  kiim  t,_ 

been  fuliillod  to  the  very 


to  Pharaoh,  led  him  to  s 

hastily  for  Joseph,  that  he  might 
come  before  him,  and  interpret  his 
dream.  Accordingly  the  prisoner  was 
taken  out  of  the  dungeon ;  and  ar- 
rayed in  becoming  attire,  ho  'appeared 
before  Pharaoh,  and  mot  his  wishes. 
After  which,  in  the  stead  of  being  re- 
turned to  his  prison,  he  was  promoted 
over  all  other  officers  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  being  second  only  to  the  king 
himself.    (Jenesis,  sli. 

Pharaoh's  Daughter, 

Was  led  by  Divine  Providence,  thirf 

memorable  morning  that  Moses  was 

taken  from  the  water,  to  pass  down  the 

river-bank,  and  observe  the  ark  in  the 

flags  by  the  brink,  with  the  precious 

treasure  in  it.     She  exhibits  the  true 

feelings  of  a  true  woman,  when  she  had 

compassion  on  the  babe    and  said, 

"This  is  one  of  the  Hebrews  children. " 

And  when  the  little  Hebrew  girl 

imo  up  to  her  and  said,  "  Shall  I  go 

id  call  thee  a  nurse  of  the  Hebrew 

omen,  that  she  may  nurse  the  child 

for  thee?"  she  said  to  her,  go.     She 

had  probably  given  expressions  of 

strong  feeling  for  the  babo,  and  had 

made  known  a  disposition  to  adopt  the 

child,  and  raise  it  up  in  the  court  amid 

(he  wealth  and  pleasures  of  royalty. 

Miriam  went  and  called  the  child's 
mother,  who  was  her  own  mother, and 
Pharaoh's  daughter  placed  tho  babo 
charge,  bidding  her  nurse  it  far 
,  id  she  would  pay  her  wages, 
That  mother  would  have  gladly  nursed 
the  little  one  without  compensation 
IVom  (he  royal  lady. 

It  is  thought  that  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter did  not  acquiesce  in  the  cruel  edict 
of  her  father  regarding  the  Hebrew 
male  children  ;  and  that  after  she  res- 
cued Moses  she  succeeded  in  getting 
i";:.'ira:ik  to  abolish  the  I:i\v.  'Whut'-.er 
this  is  true  or  not,  it  is  clear  that  the 
edict  way  not  in  force  long  after  Moses 
was  saved.  Had  it  been  in  force  many 
years  it  is  not  likely  that  their  males 
would  have  amounted  to  the  number 
of  sis  hundred  thousand  effective  men 
at  the  time  of  their  departure  from 
Egypt,  as  they  did.  Exodus,  xii:  37. 
:  hundred  thousand  on  foot,  that 
men,-  besides  children." 
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As  soon  as  Moses  attained  a  proper 
age  to  begin  a  course  of  education,  the 
nurse  gave  hini  to  Pharaoh's  daughter, 
"and  he  became  her  son."  His  nurse,, 
who  was  his  own  mother,  we  may  sup- 
pose, felt  keenly  when  he  passed  from 
her  charge  and  became  a  member  of 
the  royal  family,  ibr  her.  love  was  the 
love  of  a  real  mother.  It  may  be  that 
Pharaoh';;  daughter  thought  strange 
that,  the  Hebrew  nurse  should  have  be- 
como  so  strongly  attached  to  the  child, 
as  her  feelings  seemed  to  indicate] 
when  she  parted  with  him.  And  we 
almost  wisli  that  the  royal  lady  had 
known  the  relation  her  adopted  son 
sustained  to  the  nurse.  But  that 
knowledge  might  have  snapped  a  link, 
and  so  broken  (lie  chain  of  divine  prov- 
idences in  the  history  of  him  who  wa? 
to  figure  as  the  emancipator  of  a  down 


Pharaoh's  daughter  gave  this  He- 
brew boy  his  name,  and  gives  the  Tea- 
son  why  the  name  is  settled  upon  him. 
"  And  sho  called  bis  name  Moses :  and 
she  said  because  I  drew  him  out  of  the 
water.  She  had  him  placed  under  the 
care  of  competent  educators  for  we  are 
informed  by  Saini  Stephen  that  "  Mo- 
ses was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
Kgyptians,  and  war;  mighty  in  words 
and  in  deeds." 

We  are  not  informed  as  ta  bow  long 
she  lived:  or  as  to  how  slrong  her  at- 
tachments were  for  her  adopted  son, 
hut  we  may  suppose  she  looked  with  a 
degree  of  motherij  pride  upon  him,  as 
Ilia  mind  was  developed,  and  ho  at- 
tained position  as  a  scholar.    Es.  ii. 

Pharaoh's  Daughter.  —  Wife  of  Sal- 

It  is  said,  in  1st  Kings,  iii:  1,  "Sol- 
omon made  affinity  with  Pharaoh,  ting 
of  Egypt,  and  iookPkara.oh'sdaugliter 
and  brought  her  onto  the  city  of  David, 
nntil  he  had  made  an  end  of  building 
his  own  house,  and  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  round 
■about."  It  was  not  long  after  Solomon 
began  his  reign,  that  he  entered  into 
an  alliance  with  the  "king  of  Egypt, 
Tr.'obabK'  with  a  view  to  strong!- honing 
his  own  kingdom,  and  in  order  to  make 
the  alliance  permanent,  ho  took  Pha- 
raoh's daughter  to  wife.  It  is  quite 
■doubtful  whether  he  was  justifiable  in 
this  marriage,  since  the  law  regarding 
marriage,  was  assuredly  against  it,  sho 


being  heathen.  Dent,  vii:  3-4. 
"Neither  shalt  thou  make  marriage 
with  them  ;  thy  daughter  thou  shalt 
not  give  unto  his  son,  nor  his  daughter 
shalt;  thou  take  unto  thy  son.;  for  they 
will  turn  away  thy  son  from  following 
me."  Notwithstanding  this  law,  and 
its  violation  in  this  case,  there  is  no 
very  plain  and  positive  declaration; 
blaming  him  for  this  particular  marri- 
age. Though  when  the  cause  of  Solo- 
tmm's  aposmcy  is  given,  it  i       *'      ' 
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with  flic  daudiii:]'  (if  Pharaoh." 

This  woman,  it  is  likely  was,  as  is 
supposed,  very  handsome,  and  Solomon 
became  strongly  attached  to  her.  He 
kept  her  in  the  city  of  David  all  the 
time  he  was  building  his  house,  and  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  lie  bestowed  honor 
upon  her  beyond  what  he  bestowed  on 
any  other  of  his  wives.  He  built  what 
is  called  his  own  house,  the  house  of 
the  forests  of  Lebanon,  and  a  house 
especially  for  Pharaoh's  daughter.  1st 
Kings,  vii ;  8.  And  we  learn  from  1st 
Kings,  ix :  24,  that  Solomon's  wife, 
Pharaoh's  daughter,  came  up  out  of 
the  city  of  David  unto  the  house  which 
had  been  built  for  her.  it  seems  to 
have  been  a  separate  house,  and  built 
specially  for  her,  because  she  was  a  wo- 
man of  another  nation.  In  2d  Chron, 
viii:  8-11,  it  is  said,  "Solomon 
brought  up  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh 
out  of  the  city  of  David,  unto  the 
house  iio  had  built;  for  her.;  for 'ho  said, 
My  wife  shall  not  dwell  in  the  house  of 
David,  king  of  Israel,  becauso  the 
places  are  holy  whereunto  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  bath  come." 

And  yet  it  is  supposed,  that  this  wife 
of  Solomon,  rep  re?  cuts  the -church  in 
the  Canticles,  or  "  Sony's  of  Solomon." 
Sho  is  thought  to  be  the  spouse,  and 
the  undent  love  of  Solomon  for  her, 
was  that  which  led  to  tho  sublime  ex- 
thatwehave   there,  showing 


forth  the  glory  of  the  church  and  the 
strong  love  of  her  head  ibr  her. 

How  long  she  lived  we  do  not  know, 
but  wo  may  suppose  from  the  history 
of  this  king  .and  his  kingdom,  that 
their  union  was  pleasant,  and  possibly, 
politically  advantageous. 

Phinchas—  Wife  of. 

Phinehas  was  the  son  of  Eli,  the 
priest  He  fell  in  the  battle  with  the 
Philistines,  with  his  brother  Hophni. 
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When  the  intelli genes  reached  the 
venerable  Eli,  that  the  battle  had-gone 
against  Israel,  that  his  two  sons  were 
killed,  and  that  the  ark  cf  God  was 
taken,  he  was  overcome  with  grief,  and 
falling  back  from  his  seat,  he  broke  his 
neck,  or  dislocated  it  by  the  fall  and  so 

Tlio  wife  of  Phinehas  hoard  the  sor- 
rowful tidings,  anil  was  deeply  affected. 
And  being  near  the  time  of  delivery, 
the  defeat  of  Israel,  the  death  of  her 
father-in-law,  and  of  her  husband,  and 
the  capture,  en  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
of  the  ark,  was  more  than  she  conid 
bear,  and  the  pains  of  travail  eanie  upon 
her. 

As  she  was  about  elosiiy  her  eyes  in 
death,  they  told  her,  ' '  thou  hast  borne 
a  son ;  but  she  answered  not,  neither 
did  she  regard  it."  1st  Sam.  iv:  20. 
Before  she  died,  she  named  the  child, 
"Ichabod,"  signifying,  "whore  is  the 
glory."  She  gave  the  name,  and  then 
signified  its  import;    '''The  glory  is  de- 

Earted  from  Israel."  Like  Eli,  her 
ither-in-law,  she  felt  for  her  people 
and  for  the  cause  of  Clod,  and  mourned 
(hat  the  ark  was  taken.  No  wonder 
she  said,  "The  glory  is  departed,"  for 
Israel's  enemies  had  triumphed  over 
them..  The  priests  were  slain,  the 
chief  magistrate  was  dead,  and  the  ark 
with  its  sacred  deposits,  was  in  the 
hands  of  the 


Philip— TJlc  Four  Daualrfcrs  of. 

It  was  Philip  the  Evangelist  of 
whom  we  have  an  interesting  account 
rnActe,  via:  5,  13.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  conversion  of  the 
Eunuch  as  is  presented  in  Acts  viii : 
2i;-LU,  inclusive. 

It  seems  that  he  lived  at  Cesarea; 
for  when  Paul  and  his  friends  left 
Miletus,  touching  at  Patara,  Tyro  and 
Ptolemais,  they  arrived  at  CesaTea 
and  entered  into  Philip's  house,  Acts, 
ssi :  8 ;  "  and  we  entered  into  the 
house  of  Philip  the  Evangelist,  which 
was  one  of  the  seven  and  abode  with 
him.  Aud  the  same  man  had  four 
daughters,  virgins,  which  did  proph- 
ecy." These  four  daughters  of  Philip 
had  enjoyed  from  their  infancy  his 
counsel's  and  advice— and  they  had 
been  blessed  with  the  oxomplarv  life 
ol' their  father  who  was  fully  n 
to  G-od  and  his  cause,  and  wa 
rpBi'fiil  .iOvari gelist.      They  i 


unmarried  and  endowed  with  the 
spirit  of  prophecy.  The  miraculous 
gifts  of  the  spirit  were  communicated 
to  them.  How  extensively  they 
labored  we  do  not  know,  for  we  hear 
nothing  more  of  tlionr. 

Prophet —  Widow  of  the. 

She  is  brought  to  our  view  in  2d 
Kings,  iv:  1.  Which  one  of  the 
prophets  she  was  the  widow  of  it  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  it  is  con- 
jectured she  was  the  widow  of  Oba- 
diah.  She  was  sorely  oppressed  by  a 
merciless  creditor  jmd  applie:-;  in  h or- 
es trcmity  to  the  prophet  Elisha  for 
counsel  and  advice.  She  comes  to 
him  to  pour  out  the  sorrows  of  her 
soul,  and  tell  him  her  griefs.  "  The 
creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my 
two  sons  to  he  bondmen."  This  was 
more  than  she  could  endure,  and  she 
came  as  the  wife  of'  a  prophet  to  him 
who  had  been  acquainted  with  her 
husband  and  his  faithful  service  be- 
fore Ire  died.  Elisha  felt  for  her  and 
at  once  entered  upon  a  plan  of  relief. 
He  asked,  "what  hast  thou  in  the- 
house."  She  informed  him  that  she 
was  reduced  to  such  extreme  poverty 
that  she  had  nothing  "  save  a  pot  of 


oil." 
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empty  vessels,  as  many  as  she  conve- 
niently could,  and  take  them  into  her 
house  and  pour  out  tiro  oil  in  her 
vessel  into  one.  and  another  of  those 
she  borrowed  and  set  aside  those  that 
were  full.  She  accordingly  did  as  be 
had  bidden  her  and  all  the  vessels  she 
had  borrowed  were  filled.  T  h  e 
prophet  then  hade  her  sell  the  oil  and 
pay  the  debt,  and'  live  herself 'and  her 
children  of  the  rest. 


and  successor  of  Aaron  to  the  office 
of  the  highpricstnood.  Sho  was  the 
mother  of  Phinehas,  who  performed 
a  very  daring  and  yet  honorablo  act — 
for-  it  was  the  occasion  of  turning 
away  the  divine  wrath  from  Israel — 
God  approved  of  it  and  pledged  him- 
self to  prosper  Phinehas  and  his  pos- 
terity. The  circumstance  is  related 
in  Num.  xzv:  6-8. 

Potiphar's    Wife, 

Potipharwas  Joseph's  master.    He 
had  bought  him  of  the  Ishiaaclites,. 
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wlio  brought  him  down  into  Egypt, 
The  wife  of  Potiphar  then  was  his 
mistress,  and  while  Joseph,  "who 
iv:l;;  a-  goodlv  person  and  well  favored," 
Gen.  sssis :  7,  was  performing  faith- 
fully the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by 
his  master,  she  laid  a  trap  to  ensnare 
him ;  but  fortunately,  the  moral  good- 
ness of  tho  young  Israelite,  with  the 
favor  of  the  God  in  whom  he  trusted, 
enabled  him  to  shun  the  snare.  Ho 
trusted  in  God,  and  the  darts  which 
were  hurled  at  him  fell  harmless  at 
his  feet.  It  was  not  simply  a  snare 
set  for  once,  to  bo  removed  by  this 
woman  if  she  was  unsuccessful  and 
never  set  again  ;  but  day  after  day  his 
virtue  was  tried  and  proven,  until  the 
wife  of  Potiphar  brought  a  false  charge 
against  him  to  her  husband,  and  she 
presented  what  -die  was  pleased  to 
call  the  proof  of  the  truth  of  her 
charge,  "the  garment  that  she  had 
laid  by  until  bis  lord  came  home." 

Potiphar  heard  the  charge,  and  saw 
tho  proof  that  she  presented— was 
very  angry  at  Joseph  and  cast  him 
into  prison,  where  lie  remained  until 
he  was  called  en  to  interpret  the 
dream  of  Pharaoh,  when  he  was  pro- 
moted to  great  honor.  His  trust  ir 
the  God  of  his  fathers  and  his  integ 
rity  were  rewarded.    Gen,  sxxis. 

Queen  of  Sheba. 

Wo  have  an  account  of  the  visit  of 
this  royal  lady  to  Solomon,  and  the 
feet  that  her  visit  had,  in  1st  Kings, 
She  had  heard  of  his  fame  and  came 
from  tho  far  south  country  to  see  his 
wisdom  and  his  wealth.  She  came 
with  many  hard  questions  if  possible  to 
puzzle  him,  to  perplex  him,  and  bailie 
his  skill  in  answering  questions.  She 
beheld  the  temple  and  its  worship, 
Solomon's  own  bouse,  tho  house  of  the 
forests  of  Lebanon,  and  the  house  of 
liij  Egyptian  wife.  She  beheld  the 
nmgeiiieence  and  order  of  Solomon's 
court,  of  his  table,  and  his  attendants, 
and  their  apparel,  and  the  ascent  or 
stops  by  which  he  went  up  unto  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  she  fainted. 
She  was  a  woman  of  great  taste,  or  she 
would  not  have  come  from  afar  country 
to  see  for  herself  tho  glory  of  Solomon 
and  his  kingdom.  But  when  she  saw  it, 
like  an  artist  viewing  nn  oxquL-i  i.o'y  fine 
painting  from  the  hand  and  brush  of 
another,  she  was  struck  with  astonish- 


ment and  enraptured  with  itsbcauty  and 
excellence.  Assoon  as  she  recovered,  she 
acknowledged  to  the  king,  that  her  ex- 
pectations were  more  than  met.  'It 
was  a  true  report  that  I  heard  in  mine 
own  land,  of  thine  acts,  and  of  thy 
wisdom."  She  acknowledged  that  be- 
fore she  left  home  she  thought  the  re- 
ports exagerated,  she  did  not  believe 
the  words.  But  now  that  she  had 
eome  and  seen  for  herself  she  was  satis- 
fled  that  the  half  was  not  told  her.  Her 
judgment  is  that  his  wisdom  and  glory, 
£coed  what  she  had  heard.  She 
a  very  natural  expression  of  her 
gs  when  she  said,  "  Happy  are 
thy  men,  happy  are  these  thy  servants 
which  stand  continually  before  thee,  and 
hear  thy  wisdom,"  and  she  followed 
this  expression  with  language,  that 
would  have  done  honor  to  the  head  or 
heart  of  an  Israelite  anywhere  in  the 
kingdom  of  Solomon.  lstKingS,x:  9. 
She  made  a  present,  to  King  Solomon 
of  a  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of 
gold  which  was  not;  less  it  is  thought 
than  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,_be- 
" "  ia  spices  of  great  value,  and  precious 

Jo  great  a  king  as  Solomon,  would 
not  receive  such  a  present  without 
giving  as  great  presents  in  turn. 
What  it  was  that  ho  presented  her  with, 
we  do  not  know,  but  we  are  informed 
that  ho  gave  her  all  her  desire,  every- 
thing that  she  asked,  Solomon  gave 
unto  her,  and  she  returned  to  her  own 
country,  much  gratified  with  her  visit 
:.,  i^.-'.K'iii:;  df  Isi-fic!. 


Ec.uel — (he  Seven  Daughters  of 

They  were  young  women  at  the  time 
Misses  went  to  the  land  of  Midian,  and 
nro:):;blv  in  charge  of  their  fa- 
s  flock.  Tho  future  emancipator 
of  Israel  saw  these  seven  daughters  at 
the  welt  where  they  were  accustomed 
to  water  their  father's  flock.  As  ho 
sat  down  by  tho  well  to  rest  and  re- 
fresh himself,  he  saw  them  approach 
and  fill  tho  troughs  with  water  that  the 
flocks  might  drink.  But  there  wore 
shepherds  near  by  who  drove  away 
Eeucl's  flock,  and  endeavored  to  got 
(lie  advantage  of  the  young  women's 
labor  by  having  their  own  flocks  drink 
the  water  whiehwas  in  the  troughs. 
Moses  saw  their  insolence,  and  imme- 
diately took  tho  part  of  the  young  wo- 
men and  drove  the  shepherds  away,  or 
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at  least  drove  away  their  flocks,  so  that 
Rcuel's  daughters  succeeded  in  water- 
ing theirs  sooner  than  usual;  and  when 
they  returned  home,  their  father  ques- 
tioned them  as  to  the  cause  of  their 
early  return  home.  They  then  related 
tins  incident  thai  had  transpired  of  the 
Egyptian  helping  them,  and  he  sent 
them  immediately  after  him  to  invite 
htm  into  their  house,  and  to  eat  bread 
with  them. 

Moses  was  accordingly  invited  by  the 
daughters  of  Roue],  and  became  a  tones 
one  of  tiie  family,  and  was  mi  '  " 
Zipporah,  who  was,  ifc  is  likely,  Heuel'e 
eldest  daughter.  Of  the  names  of  the 
other  sis  daughters  we  are  not  in- 
formed.    Ex.  if:  10-21. 

Bafus—the  Mother  of. 

Rufus  was  a  chosen  man  in  the 
Lord,  or  a  choice  man,  and  hi 
mother  was  a  noted  Christian  woman 
who  in  saluted  by  the  apostle  in  clos 
ing_  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  Bom, 
xvi :  13:  ''Salute  Rufus,  chosen  in 
the  Lord,  and  his  mother  and  mine." 
By  this  we  judge  that  this  good 
woman,  who  was  the  natural  mother 
of  Rufus,  had  been  as  a  mother  to 
Paul.  lie  remembered  her  I  ' 
and  motherly  affection,  and 
epistle  makes  a  record,  of  it, 

R/dk — the  Kinsman  of. 

Bona  sat  down  in  "the  gate  of  the 
city  of  Bethlehem,  tho  morning  alter 
his  intimacy  with  Ruth  had  ripened 
into  thoughts  of  marriage,  and  the 
near  kinsman  of  Elimeiech  passed 
along.  lie  invited  him  to  sit  down 
near  him,  for  he  had  a  matter  to  pro- 
sent  to  him.  Accordingly  bo  sat 
down,  "and  he  said  unto  him,  Naomi, 
that  lias  come  again  out  of  the  coun- 
try of  Moab,  selleth  a  parcel  of  land, 
•which  was  our  brother  lilimoioijii'};." 
I  now  propose  to  you,  as  the  nearest 
kinsman,  to  buy  tho  land  and  let  the 
inhabitants  and  elders  of  Israel  be 
witnesses  to  the  purchase ;  but  if  you 
do  not  desire  it,  then  I  will  buy  it. 
He  discovered  that  the  right  belonged 
to  him,  and,  not  knowing  that  there 
were  any  other  conditions  in  it,  he 
agreed  to  buy  it.  Boaz  then  informed 
him  that  there  was  a  young  widow, 
whoso  name  was  Ruth,  that  had  an 
interest  in  the  land,  and  he  must  take 
her  as  a  wife  with  the  purchase  of  tho 
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Spoperty.  This  he  was  unwilling  to 
o ;  probably  because  he  had  a  wife 
and  did  uot  desire  another,  and,  as 
Boaz  had  none,  "he  advised  him  to 
make  the  purchase.  He  said:  "I 
can  not  redeem  it  for  myself,  lest  I 
mar  mine  own  inheritance.  Redeem 
thou  my  right  to  thyself,  for  I  can  not 
redeem  it.'      Accordingly  Boaz  com- 

Elied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
iw,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  elders 
of  Israel,  married  Ruth  in  purchas- 
ing the  land.    Ruth,  iv. 


Woman  of,  in  extremity. 
This  woman  came  to  the  king  as  we 
learn  from  2d  Kings,  vi :  26,  for  help. 
One  of  the  most  terrible  calamities 
that  ever  befel  any  city  in  a  famine, 
had  befallen  Samaria.  The  woman 
in  the  hours  of  starvation  had  asso- 
ciated with  another  woman  who  had 


vation.  They  had  boiled  and  eaten 
her  son,  and  her  associate  had  pledged 
herself,  the  uext  day  to  boil  and  eat 
hers  ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  and 
hunger  pressed  them,  and  she  de- 
manded tho  fulfilment  of  the  promise, 
the  other  woman  refused,  and  she 
came  with  her  complaint  to  the  Hug. 
"  Help  my  lord,  0  king  ["  The  king 
asked  her  what  was  the  complaint. 
iihe  ilien  lob!  (he  horrible  (ale.  The 
king  was  deeply  distressed  but  could 
render  her  no  relief. 

Samaria —  Yfomo.n  of  at  Jacob's  we'll. 

This  woman  lived  in  Sychar,  a  city 
of  Samaria,  near  to  Jacob's  well. 
John,  iv:  7,  Jesus  had  left  cfudea  to 
go  into  Galileo,  because  of  tho  opposi- 
tion and  persecution  he  met  with 
there.  And  as  the  road  from  Judea 
to  Galilee  passed  through  Samaria,  it 
was  a  travel  of  two  or  three  days; 
and  when  lie  reached  Sychar,  being 
fatigued  with  his  travel,  he  stopped 
for  awhile  to  rest.  It  was  about 
noon,  being  the  sixth  hour.  This 
may  account  for  his  fatigue,  for  his 
thirst,  and  also  his  hunger,  for  while 
he  sat  on  Jacob's  well  tho  disciples 
were  gone  to  the  city  to  buy  food. 

While  ho  was  there  alone,  musing, 
this  woman  of  Samaria  came  to  draw 
water  from  the  well.  This  was  a 
common  employment-  of  females.  As 
tho  woman  came  to  the  well,  and  was 
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to  drink,"  She  was  very  much  aston- 
ished that  he  should  make  this  re- 
quest of  her  as  die  saw  he  was  a  Jew 
and  knew  that  the  Jews  and- Samari- 
tans had  no  dealings — and  she  ven- 
tured to  express  her  astonishment  tc 
the  stranger ;  "  How  is  it  that  thou 
being  a  Jew,  askest  drink  of  me  who 


t  of 


She 


could  not  understand  why  it  was  that 
this  man  could  so  far  forget  the  pre- 
judices of  tho  Jews  to  the  Samari- 
tans as  to  ask  a  favor  of  her.  The 
answer  that  Christ  gave  her  was  in 
keeping  with  his  teaching  to  others. 
Ho  turned  tho  circumstance  of  her 
drawing  water  from  the  well— and  his 
asking  her  for  drink  to  spiritual  use, 
just  as  ho  did  tho  important  circum- 
stance of  the  priests'  bringing  water 
from  the  pool  of  Siloam  to  use  in  the 
temple  service,  on  the  last  great  clay 
of  the  feast  of  Pentecost:  "If  any 
num  thirst  let  him  eoine  unto  me  and 
drink."-  Jesus  said  to  her,  "  If  thou 
knewest  the  gift  of  G-od  and  who  it  is 
that  aaith  to  thee,  give  mo  to  drink. 
thou  wouldst  have  asked  of  him  anil 
he  would  have  given  thee  living 
water."  The  Savior  thus  represents 
salvation.  The  Holy  spirit  in  its 
saving  influences  on  the  heart,  and  as 
water  quenches  the  thirst  and  invigo- 
rates the  body — so  he  (aught  her  that 
the  grace  of  God  communicated  by 
the  ISoly  spli'lt  in  ? id vation,  quenches 
the  thirst  of  the  soul— and  invigo- 
rates the  spiritual  man  Cor  the  work 
of  it-;  high  calling. 

But  the  woman  of  Samaria  did  not 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  Savior 
—she  did  not  grasp  the  great  spiritual 
truth  that  was  being  imparted — and 
she  expressed  her  ignorance  by  saying, 
11  Sir  thou  bast  nothing  to  draw  with, 
antl  thewell  is  deep."  She  saw  that 
ho  had  no  bucket  and  cord  fastened 
to  It  with  which  to  reach  the  water, 
and  she  said.  "  from  -whence  then  hast 
thou  this  livingwatcr?"  She  thought 
that  lie  was_  assuming  in  this  reason 
which  she  did  not  understand,  some- 
thing more  than  he  should,  hence  she 
said,  "  Art  thou  greater  than  our 
father  Jacob,  which  gave  us  this  well, 
and  drank  thereof  himself  and  his 
children,  and  his  cattle?  Jesus  then 
teaches  the  spiritual  lesson   a  little 
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plainer  as  he  says,  "whosoever  drink- 
eth  of  this  water  shall  thirst  again ; 
but  whosoever  shall  drink  of  the 
water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall 
never  thirst— it  shall  be  in  him,  a 
well  of  water  springing  up  into  ever- 
lasting life."  At  this  language  the 
womanwas  astonished.  There  was 
something  uncommon  in  the  manner 
of  the  person  who  was  teaching  her 
and  in  the  instruction  itself.  She  ex- 
presses her  igaoTancc  by  saying,  "  Sir 
give  mo  this  water  that  I  thirst  not, 
neither  come  hither  to  draw."  She 
was  ignorant  yet  of  the  Lord's  mean- 
ing, but  her  curiosity  was  excited  and 
she  made  this  request. 

Jesus  then  began  to  develop  his 
character  by  letting  her  know  that 
though  he  was  a  stranger  to  her  she 
was  not  a  stranger  to  him.  He  bade 
her  go  call  her  husband.  Tho  object 
he  had  in  view  evidently  in  making 
this  demand  was  to  lead  her  to  con- 
sider her  state,  and  to  satisfy  her  that 
he  knew  her  heart,  and  had  been 
iismiliar  with  the  actions  of  her  life- 
she  said,  "I  have  no  husband."  He 
with  whom  she  was  talking  said, 
"  Thou  hast  well  said  I  have  no  hus- 
band ;  for  thou  hast  had  five  hus- 
bands, and  he  whom  thou  now  hast  is 
not  tny  husband."  It  is  probable 
that  the  woman  was  engaged  to  be 
married  but  the  matter  was  not  yet 
consummated.  The  woman  was  very 
strongly  impressed  with  these  tacts 
coming  from  one  who  was  a  stranger 
to  her,  and  she  concluded  he  was  a 
prophet,  and  hence  capable  of  decid- 
ing the  question  in  dispute  between 
the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans  as  to  the 
proper  place  of  worship.  Tho  Jews 
said  Jerusalem  was  the  place.  The 
Samaritans  say,  "  this  mountain," 
probably  meaning  Mt.  Gerizim,  which 
was  near  to  Sychar.  Jesus  thus  con- 
iiiiuod  1 1 1 ;--.  i^sching.  milking  f;pirj(,i.iii] 
woivhip  (.he  i,m:e.  ;!  Y/onian  believe 
me  tho  hour  cometh  when  ye  shall 
neither  in  this  mountain,  nor  yet  at 
Jerusalem  worship  the  father.  But 
the  hour  cometh  and  now  is,  when 
the  true  worshipers  shall  worsldp  the 
father  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  He 
declared  to  her  the  corruption  of  wor- 
ship among  the  Samaritans — while 
the  Jews  continued  to  sacrifice  only 
according  to  the  law  —  and  he  de- 
clares to  her  that  t" 
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come  of  the  Jews.  At  this  declara- 
tion of  Christ  she  expressed  her  faith 
in  the  coining  Messiah.  When  Jesus 
honored  her  by  declaring  most  plainly 
tliat  he  was  the  Messiah;  he  had 
never  spoken  in  such  direct  terms 
even  to  his  disciples,  concerning  him- 
self, before.  The  woman  was  so  fully 
convinced  that  ho  was  the  Messiah 
that  she  left  her  water  pot  at  the  well 
and  went  into  the  city  and  reported 
it.  If  she  did  not  boldly  declare  that 
he  was  the  Christ,  she  told  them  that 
this  person  knew  the  secrets  of 
hearts,  for  he  had  told  her  all  things 
that  ever  she  did.  They  knew  that 
that  was  to  be  one  of  the  character- 
istics of  Christ,  and  she  said,  after 
making  her  report :  "  Is  not  this  the 
Christ?" 

This  woman  became,  after  this,  a 
preacher  of  Christ.  She  spoke  of 
him  confidently  to  her  friends  and 
associates,  and  many  of  them,  because 
of  her  words,  boiioved  on  him. 
Those  of  the  Samaritans  who  be- 
lieved in  Christ  on  her  testimony, 
besought  him  that  be  would  tarry 
with  them,  and  he  did,  two  days,  and 
many  others  believed.  "And  they 
said  unto  the  woman,  .Now  we  believe 
not  because  of  thy  saying,  for  we  have 
heard  him  ourselves  and  know  that 
this  is  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Savior 
of  the  world."    John,  iv  :  42. 


■m — the  Mother  of. 

The  name  of  this  celebrated  woman 
is  not  known,  but  her  son  was  the 
greatest  prodigy  of  human  strength 
ever  born.  Mauoah,  her  husband, 
wa.s  a  great  and  good  man,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  occupied  a  high  posi- 
tion in  the  country,  and  to  have  had 
a  strong  hold  upon  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  Israel. 

Samson's  mother  is  said  to  have 
been  celebrated  for  her  beauty,  moral 
excellence,  and  her  great  devotion  in 
the  service  of  God ;  and  there  are 
but  few  who  have  been  honored  more 
of  God.  She  was  visited  by  the  an- 
gel of  the  Lord  and  informed  that  she 
should  bo  the  mother  of  a  son,  who 
should  be  a  Nazaritc  nuto  God  from 
his  birth,  and  should  commence  the 
deliverance  of  Israel  from  the  hand 
and  power  of  (he  Philistines. 

She  was  alone  when  the  angel  ap- 
peared to  her;  but  though  a  timid 


an  and  alone,  she  was  by  nc 
. ..  ds  alarmed  at  the  strangely  glori- 
ous visitant.  There  the  angel  stood 
before  her,  and  asked  for  her  atten- 
tion to  the  message  ho  had  brought: 
11  Behold,  now,  thou  shalt  bear  a  son." 
She  felt  in  her  heart  that  this  mes- 
sage was  from  God.  No  sooner  was 
she  left  alone,  than,  with  a  joyful 
heart,  she  went  in  search  of  her  hus- 
band and  related  to  him  the  appear- 
ance and  language  of  the  angel. 
Manoah  listened  with  astonishment 
nd  expressed  a  desire  for  the  reap- 
earance  of  the  angel.  He  said: 
0,  my  Lord,  let  the  man  of  God, 
which  thou  didst  send,  come  again 
unto  us  and  teach  us  what  we  shall 
do  unto  the  child  that  shall  be  bom 
unto  us."  This  prayer  was  heard,  for 
while  his  wife  w;is  sitting  in  the  field 
—probably  where  (be  angel  appeared 
unto  her  before,  and  it  may  be  she 
was  earnestly  asking  for  the  re-ap- 
pearance of  the  angel  that  her  hus- 
band, who  had  loved  her  so  long  and 
so  ardently,  might  be  fully  satisfied 
as  to  the  truth  of  what  she  had  com- 
municated— the  messenger  re-ap- 
peared. As  soon  as  she  saw  the 
angel,  she  ran  hastily  to  whore  her 
husband  was  and  informed  him,  and 
the  two  together  came  into  his  pres- 
ence. Mauoah,  mustering  all  the 
courage  be  could  command,  addressed 
himself  to  the  angel :  "Art  thou  the 
man  that  spakest  unto  the  woman? 
and  he  said,  I  am." 

The  mind  of  Manoah  was  clear, 
and  he  asked  a  repetition  of  the  in- 
struction given  the  woman  regarding 
the  child,  intending  to  see  that  they 
were  carried  out.  Accordingly  the 
angel  reiterated  so  far  as  was  neces- 
sary, SO  that  Manoah  understood  it. 
They  then  desired  the  angel  to  per- 
mit them  to  detain  him  awhile  that 
they  might  givo  expressions  of  their 
regards  m  a  repast,  and  that  the  an  - 

SI  might  partake  of  their  hospitality. 
e  agreed  to  tarry  awhile  and  observe 
their  devotions  while  they  offered  a 
burnt  offering  to  God.  Here,  in  the 
history  of  this  good  woman,  a  sublime 
scene  bursts  upon  our  view.  In  com- 
pany with  her  husband  she  prepared 
the  offering,  and  they  brought  it  into 
the  presence  of  the  angel  and  offered 
it  unto  God ;  "  and  the  angel  did  won- 
drously."    It  may  be  that  when  the 
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(wo  placed  their  offering  upon  the 
rock,  which  served  them  as  an  altar, 
the  angel  hade  them  stand  hack  while 
he  performed  the  part  in  their  devo- 
tions he  determined  to  perform  ;  and, 
■when  he  approached  their  sacrifice, 
he  touched  it.  As  a  consequence,  the 
rock  split,  and,  like  the  crater  of  a 
burning  mountain,  sent  up  a  volume 
of  flame.  That  flame  enveloped  the 
sacrifice  and  began  to  consume  it.  As 
the  flume  burned  on,  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  entered  it,  and,  amid  its  curl- 
ings, ascended  to  Heaven  whence  he 
came.  On  beholding  the  wondrous 
departure  of  the  angel,  the  two  were 
struck  with  solemn  awe ;  and,  min- 
gled with  the  reverence  of  Manoah, 
were  fear  and  alarm  lest  he  should 
die,  having  seen  "an  angel  of  the 
Lord."  Addressing  his  wife,  he  said  : 
"We  shall  surely  die,  because  we 
hare  ssen  God." 

Ilere  again  we  observe  excellencies 
in  this  good  woman.  She  was  as 
calm  as  a  summer  evening.  In  her 
heart  she  had  a  consciousness  of  di- 
vine approbation.  Addressing  her 
husband,  she  said :  "  T.f  the  Lord 
were  pleased  to  kill  us,  he  would  not 
have  received  an  offering  at  our 
hands.  Fire  would  not  have  come 
from  that  rock  and  cousumed  our 
sacrifice ;  neither  would  the  Lord 
have  told  us  such  things  as  he  has 
revealed."  As  though  she  had  said: 
How  can  we  fear  when  God  has  mani- 
fested his  love  in  answering  our 
prayers  and  giving  us  the  promise  of 
a  son,  with  instructions  as  to  his 
training?  Surely,  she  said:  "If 
God  had  determined  not  to  extend 
mercy  to  thee,  lie  would  not  have 
dealt  thus  kindly."  This  was  cer- 
tainly most  excellent  reasoning,  and 
no  wonder  if  his  tears  were  at  once 
allayed. 

Samson  was  born,  and  his  mother 
followed  faithfully  the  instructions 
of  the  angel  regarding  him.  Andin 
very  early  life,  while  yet  at  home  with 
his  mother,  he  was  at  times  moved  by 
the  spirit  of  God,  and  his  desires  of 
delivering  his  country  began  to  be 
developed.  She  lived  to  Bee  him 
from  his  first  unhappy  marriage,  for. 
in  company  with  her  husband,  she 
procured  Samson  the  woman  as  his 
wife ;  and  how  long  after  this  she 
lived  we  know  not. 


Samsoiir-Tlie  First  Wife  of. 

She  was  a  woman  of  Timnath,  with 
whom  Samson  had  fallen  in  love  while 
at  this  frontier  town  of  the  Philistines. 
He  went  to  his  father  and  mother  and 
(old  them  of  this  woman,  and  of  bis 
having  meditated  marriage  with  her. 
And  he  said,  Judges  xiv:  2:  "Get 
her  for  me  to  wife.  His  parents  ob- 
jected to  it;  they  were  devoted  to  God 
and  law-abiding— and  moreover  from 
the  birth  of  Samson  they  had  looked 
anxiously  upon  him  and  they  thought 
of  the  d'eelaraf.ons  ol.'  the  angol  who 
did  "wondrously."  They  ventured  to 
expostulate  with  him  "  Is  there  never 
a  woman  among  the  daughters  of  thy 
brethren,  or  among  all  my  people, 
that  thou  goest  to  take  a  wife  of  the 
tribe  of  the  uncircumoised  Philis- 
tines." Samson  seemed  to  be  some- 
what iii!;i,-;iic !   ■.!"      irkiiod  at  the 

riouQfel  ol'  hi'j  parent:.',  for  he  said, 
11  Got  her  forme,  for  ;diu  pieaseth  me 
well."  This  seemed  to  bo  enough, 
they  saw  he  was  determined  to  marry 
the  woman,  and  no  longer  tried  to 
disuadc  him  ;  had  they  known  that 
Samson's  choice  was  of  the  Lord  they 
would  have  made  no    effort  to   stop 

Not  long  after  this  Samson'c  father 
and  mother  went  with  him  to  Tim- 
nath ;  they  had  an  interview  with  the 
woman  concerning  the  matter  of  her 
marriage  with  their  son.  The  espou- 
sals were  made,  and  about  a  year  after 
this  Samson  married  her.  On  the 
day  of  the  marriage  he  made  a  feast. 
In  the  midst  of  the  ceremonies  of 
the  feast  he  put  forth  a  riddle  to  his 
thirty  companions,  with  a  promise  to 
give  them  thirty  sheets,  and  thirty 
changes  of  garments  if  they  would 
declare  it— while  Ih.ey  obligated  them- 
selves if  they  failed,  to  give  him  the 
same  number.  They  had  the  seven 
days  of  the  feast  to  expound  the  rid- 
dle ;  but  the  seventh  day  came  and 
they  were  yet  in  the  dark  as  to  its 
meaning.  They  had  gone  to  Sam- 
son's wife  and  asked  her  to  confer 
with  her  husband  and  find  it  out,  and 
they  threatened  if  she  did  not  do  it 
they  would  burn  her  and  her  father's 
house  with  lire.  She  entreated  Sam- 
son with  tears  to  tell  her  the  riddle, 
he  made  objections  to  telling  her,  but 
she  continued  to  press  him  until  he 
told  her,  and  she  went  and  told  those 
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wlio  had  made  the  threat,  and  so  for 
tho  time  being  saved  the  life  and  prop- 
erty of  her  father's  family.  Just ' 
fore  the  situ  wont  down  the  sev 
day,  they  came  to  Samson  with 
solution,  and  Samson  saw  at  once  that 
they  had  procured  it  from  his  wife. 
He  charged  them  with  taking  a  dis- 
honorable course,  and  charged  his 
wife  with  proving  unfaithful  to  him. 
Tins  seems  to  have  been  partly  flic 
occasion  of  his  leaving  his  wife  for  a 
time— and  it  was  the  occasion  of  his 
liliiyingtliirlymenat  Aslikelon,  that  he 
might  meet  the  obligation  of  giving 
them  thirty  sheets  and  thirty  changes 
of  garments.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
Samson's  wife  was  as  blamcable  as 
many  suppose.  She  was  threatened 
with  death  and  the  destruction  of  her 
father's  house  if  she  did  not  make 
known  to  them  the  riddle.  Is  it  to  be 
wondered  at,  flint  she  preferred  to 
bring  her  husband  under  this  obliga- 
tion rather  than  endure  the  alternative. 

And  may  we  not.  suppose  that  Sam- 
son afterwards  looked  over  this  con- 
duct, for  he  visited  his  wife  with  a 
present;  but  to  his  astonishment  he 
found  that  his  wife  was  given  to  an- 
other. His  association  with  her  was 
at  an  end — for  she  was  the  wife  of 
another  man.  Samson  felt  he  was 
wronged,  and  he  avenged  his  wrongs 
by  burning  the  corn  of  flic  Philistines. 
And  they  avenged  this  act  of  his  by 
burning  his  wife  and  her  father  with 
fire,  or  it  may  be  they  did  this  cruel 
deed  thinking  it  would  please  Sam- 
30ii  whom  they  had  began  to  fear. 

Samson's  wife  enjoyed  his  company 
but  little  for  they  were  together  but 
one  week,  and  nearly  all  through  that 
week  she  was  in  dread  lest  she  should 
not  find  out  tho  riddle.  She  was  the 
wife  of  his  companion  only  a  short 
time  when  she  was  cruelly  put  to 
death. 

Shelomith — the  Son  of. 

This  young  man  was  of  the  tribe 
of  Dan  so  far  as  his  mother  was  con- 
cerned, but  his  father  was  an  Egyp- 
tian. The  young  man  seems  to  have 
been  recognised  among  the  Israelites, 
and  allowed  a  home  and  reckoning 
with  them,  notwithstanding  his  father 
was  of  another  nation. 

For  some  cause  or  other  he  was 
'  l  strife   with   sin    Israelite, 


and,  during  the  quarrel,  the  Egypto- 
Israelite  'Tslaspiicmed  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  cursed."  What  his 
blasphemy  and  cursing  consisted  in 
we  do  not  certainly  know.  It  may  be 
in  the  use  of  the  name  Jehovah,  that 
the  Jews  held  impious  to  pronounce, 
or  it  may  bo  in  the  uso  of  some  name 
that  designated  an  Egyptian  deity  or 
a  false  god.  Whatever  it  consisted 
in  it  was  a  high  crime,  and  they 
brought  him  immediately  to  Moses, 
who_  put  him  under  guard  uutil  the 
Divine  Will  might  be  ascertained. 
Moses,  therefore,  applied  to  God  for 
instructions  to  govern  him  in  this 
case.  The  Lord  bade  Moses  have 
him  brought  without  the  camp  and 
let  nil  the  witnesses  place  their  hands 
on  his  head,  while  the  congregation 
stoned  him  to  death.  It  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  all  Israel  was  charged 
to  look  upon  this  caso  as  a  warning  to 
others,  for  it  was  declared  that  who- 
soever cursed  his  God  shall  bear  his 
sin,  and  he  that  blasphcmcth  tho 
name  of  the  Lord  shall  surely  be  put 
to  death — the  stranger  who  is  incor- 
porated with  Israel,  as  well  as  he  who 
is  born  in  the  Land.  Leviticus,  xxiv; 
10-16. 

Simon's  wife's  mother. 

We  know  nothing  more  of  this  wo- 
man than  is  related  in  Matthew,  viii : 
15,  and  its  parallel  passages,  Mark, 
i:  30,  and  Luke,  iv;  38.  It  would 
seem  that  Peter  was  then  a  young 
married  man,  and  this  woman  lived 
with  him.  She  may  have  been  a 
widow,  and  Peter's  wife  may  have 
been  her  only  daughter,  with  whom, 
after  tho  marriage,  she  made  her 
home.  The  Savior  performed  a  noted 
miracle  in  healing  her.  He  went 
into  Simon's  house,  and  this  woman 
was  laying  sick  with  a  fever.  We 
suppose  it,  was  a  very  severe  attack  of 
a  fever  common  to  that  climate,  and 
to  those  times.  Luke  calls  it  a 
"great  fever."  Bythis,  we  may  un- 
(.1  mi  a  mi  it  was  a  severe  ease,  in 
which  all  the  means  that  had  been 
used,  had  proved  ineffectual. 

Jesus  cured  her  of  the  fever  in- 
stantly, no  approached  her,  "touched 
her  hand,  and'  the  fever  left  her." 
The  cure  was  not  wrought  slowly, 
and  by  a  use  of  the  means  that  were 
ordinarily  brought  to  bear  ia  such 
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cases.      It  was  not  produced   j 

course  of  nature,  or  by  means  of 

icine,  bijt  immediately  upon  Christ 
touching  her  hand,  she  was  restored 
to  health  and  strength,  insomuch  (h;it- 
she  set  herself  at  once  to  preparing  a 
repast  for  them,  and  after  she  had 
prepared  it.  she  served  them  while  at 
meat:    "Arose  and  ministered 

Sh-".itatni(e  vjvaian. 

[See  history  of  ElisbaJ 

Sisera — the  Mother  of. 

We  have  no  account  of  this  woman, 
save  in  the  song  of  Deborah  and  Ba- 
rak. Judges  v:  28-30.  Her  son 
was  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  Jabin, 
king  of  Canaan.  And  when  he  went 
to  light  with  Israel  near  Mt.  Tabi 
alio  was  elated  with  the  idea  of  I— 
success.  And  when  she  saw  him 
seated  in  his  war  chariot  at  the  head 
of  the  nine  hundred  iron  chariots  of 
his  king,  she  felt  proud  of  him  as  her 
son.  And  we  may  judge  from  De- 
borah's description  that  she  fully  es- 
Scted  Sisera  would  soon  return 
.shed  with  victory.  But  how  was 
she  mistaken.  While  she  sat  in  her 
own  room,  or  stood  at  the  window  of 
her  apartment  eagerly  looking  in  the 
direction  of  the  battle-field,  and  ex- 
pecting all  the  timo  to  see  the  war- 
ehariot  of  Sisera  and  the  victorious 
general  approaching,  victory  had  gone 
against  her  king  and  her  Bon,  and  so 
complete  had  been  the  victory  for  Is- 
rael that  there  was  not  a  Canaanitish 
chariot  but  had  been  taken  in  war, 
and  there  was  not  a  single  toldier  of 


probably  the  only  one  that  escaped 
the  slaughter  of  ihe  battle  -field,  and 
he  escaped  to  die  by  the  hand  of  a 
woman,  viz  :  Jael,  the  wife  of  Heber. 
Deborah  represents  Siscra's  mother  as 
looking  out  at  the  window,  and  crying 
through  the  lattice;  "Why  is  'his 
chariot  so  long  in  coming?  Why 
tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot? 
Her  attendants  witnessed  her  anxiety 
and  answered  her.  She  received  their 
answers  and  adds  to  them.  She  tries 
to  satisfy  herself  in  her  anxiety  by 
supposing  that  Sisera  had  had  the 
victory,  and  was  tarrying  to  divide 
and  enjoy  the  spoils,  and  she  fancied 


to  herself  that  soon  ho  would  come 
decked  and  adorned  as  a  great  cou- 
qucror.  This  language  of  Deborah 
is  a  beautiful  representation  of  the 
anxiety  and  impatience  of  the  mother 
of  Sisera  at  his  delay;  and  it  shows 
how  exceedingly  sanguine  she  was  of 
his  success.  Soon  wo  may  suppose 
she  heard  of  the  defeat  of  Jabin'a 
army  ;  of  the  flight  of  Sisera.  her  son, 
the  general,  and  of  his  cruel  death  in 
the  tent,  as  he  supposed,  of  a 
friend. 

Tehoali—tU  vAse  Woman  of. 
Ji'ekoah  was  a  little  city  in  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  not  many  miles  from  Jeru- 
salem. This  wise  woman  lived  there 
in  widowhood.  Joah,  the  general  of 
David's  army,  selected  her  to  be  the 
bearer  of  a  fictitious  story  to  the 
king,  the-  object  of*  which  was  to  in- 
duce David  to  send  to  Geshnr  for 
Absalom,  his  son,  who  had  been 
there  from  the  time  he  killed  Am- 
11011,  his  brother.  Her  story,  as  re- 
corded in  2d  Sam.  xiv:  4-20,  is  a  very 
ingenuous  one.  Whether  Joab  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  formation  of 
it,  or  not,  we  do  not  know.  He  prob- 
ably had  not.  He  knew  her  as  a 
wise  woman  ;  he  knew  her  as  a  widow, 
as  a  woman  of  sufficient  years  to  give 
her  application  some  weight  with/ the 
king._  Her  wisdom  was  brought  into 
exercise  in  framing  her  story  so 
that  the  king  could  not  divine  her 
intentionunf.il  she  h;:d  concluded  it. 
She  came  to  king  David  under  the 
direction  of  Joab,  feigning  to  be  a 
mourner,  clothed  in  habiliments  suit- 
able for  a  mourner,  and,  with  un- 
dressed hair,  she  stood  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  king  to  make  her  plea. 
Having  secured  the  attention  of 
David,  she  did  the  obeisance  in  his 

Sresenco  that  was  common  in  those 
ays  for  any  one  approaching  a  ruling 
monarch  with  a  request.  But  she 
followed  her  act  of  obeisance  with  the 
significant  address  made  in  much 
as:  "Help,  O  King!"  Her 
appearance  and  this  earnest  appeal 
affected  him,  and  he  said :  "  What 
aileth  thee  f  As  though  he  had  said, 
I  am  ready  to  hear  your  request; 
make  it  at  once.  Seeing  that  the  way 
was  open,  she  related  the  fact  of  her 
widowhood:  "My  husband  is  dead." 
She  then  related  a  feigned  story  as  to 
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